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BARRE – The Barre/Hardwick 
Senior Center celebrated 20 years 
of operation during a special anni-
versary party held last week.

The 20th anniversary party 
took place on Nov. 19 and the 
turnout was spectacular. 

Dozens of residents from Barre 
and Hardwick came together 
for a special celebration featur-
ing delicious 20th anniversary 
themed cupcakes. These desserts 
were highlighting the Barre blue 
and white, and light refreshments 
were available thanks to the ded-
icated staff of the Barre/Hardwick 
Senior Center.

In attendance was Betty-Jo 
O’Brien, director of the Senior 
Center. O’Brien was excited to 
see all the seniors come together 
for this special anniversary cele-
bration. 

“This anniversary is good for 
the Senior Center,” O’Brien said. 

“It brings us together, giving us a 
better connection.”

O’Brien took the role of 
director seven months ago and 
has enjoyed her role strongly. 
O’Brien feels the participation 
and events that have been going 
on at the Senior Center have real-
ly “ramped up” as the community 
has reconnected during the 20th 
anniversary celebration. 

O’Brien said the experience at 
the Senior Center has been great 
with everyone working great 
together, seniors are having fun 
with their activities, and everyone 
is always collaborating. O’Brien 
and the Senior Center are appre-
ciative of the continuous support 
from town officials and Council 
on Aging board. 

To highlight the special occa-
sion, the Senior Center displayed 
certificates and vintage newspaper 
articles highlighting the history of 
the Senior Center over the last 20 
years. What many of the seniors 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Last week the 
Warren Public Library welcomed 
Katherine Sherbrooke, author of 
“Leaving Coy’s Hill”. 

The book is about the life 
of Lucy Stone, a local pioneer-
ing feminist and abolitionist who 
worked hard and risked a lot 
for several causes. Sherbrooke 
described the book as talking 

about who Stone was and what 
she left behind in pursuit of these 
causes such as women’s rights and 
anti-slavery movements. 

Sherbrooke wanted to write a 
book about someone she didn’t 
have enough information about. 
She feels as if Stone was a per-
son who was kind of forgotten and 
almost erased from history. 

To Sherbrooke, Lucy Stone 
was a woman of incredible firsts, 
including being a recipient of a 
college degree. 

“There were details of her life 
that captured me,” Sherbrooke 
said. “I need to understand more 
about her.”

Throughout the author’s talk 
Sherbrooke would explain the 
steps she took to research more 
about Lucy Stone, her work, and 
her life. There was a photograph 
of a wall of notes in Sherbrooke’s 
office that she shared in her pre-
sentation. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Voters made deci-
sions on 29 articles in an hour and 
half at the special town meeting 
held in the auditorium of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School last 
Thursday evening. 

Two of the articles on the 
warrant failed to pass, including 
Article 13, which asked voters 
to place a question on the elec-
tion ballot to change the Board of 
Assessors from an elected to an 
appointed position, and Article 14, 
which asked to use Free Cash to 
purchase a new chime system for 
the Town Hall. 

Voters passed all of the other 
articles on the warrant.

Board of Assessors 
Article 13 asked voters to place 

a question on the annual town 
election ballot to change the Board 
of Assessors positions from elected 
to appointed, with the Board of 
Selectmen acting as the appointing 
authority. 

Town Administrator James 
Ferrera said if the article was 
passed at the special town meeting, 
the question would then be placed 
on the town election ballot for vot-
ers to decide on.

This article also appeared on 
the warrant for the annual town 
meeting held back in June, and 
failed to pass by four votes. 

Ferrera said the Board of 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Select 
Board continued discussion 
about the acceptance of a con-
servation restriction on 90 acres 
of land adjacent to East Quabbin 
Land Trust’s Patrill Hollow 
Preserve.

At the Nov. 12 meeting, Town 
Administrator Justine Caggiano 
said the town’s attorney and the 
land trust’s attorney reviewed 
the board’s proposed changes 
to the language in the conserva-
tion restriction, as discussed at a 
previous meeting. This included 
removing language permitting 
agrotourism and green energy 
structures.

The question about whether 
or not the town would be held 
liable in the event someone were 
hurt or injured on the town’s 
open space was raised by Select 
Board Chair Kelly Kemp and 
Clerk William Tinker at the prior 
meeting. 

Caggiano said she also con-
tacted the town’s insurance pro-
vider regarding concerns the 
Select Board members had about 
liability for open space proper-

ties. She said it appears that cov-
erage of the town’s open space 
would be a minimal increase to 
the town’s policy at approximate-
ly $1,000 a year.

T i n k e r  a s k e d  E Q LT ’s 
Executive Director Cynthia 
Henshaw how the land trust had 
contributed financially to the 
town’s emergency services to 
cover the cost of any respons-
es, and he referenced a 911 call 
from lost hikers in 2020. He said 
seven different agencies respond-
ed to the call and that the ser-
vices weren’t free. 

Tinker said the police have 
requested electric mountain bikes 
to be funded by the land trust, 
in order to respond to calls in 
remote areas. He said the bikes 
would be used to access trails 
that could not be reached with 
emergency vehicles.

Henshaw said she was not 
made aware of the incident 
Tinker referenced, and said 
emergency personnel have pass-
codes to unlock bollards on the 
rail trails. She said the land trust 
has not received a formal request 
to provide electric mountain 
bikes to emergency personnel.

Voters 
approve 
27 articles 
at STM

Board signs CR for land 
near Patrill Hollow

Library welcomed author of

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Katherine Sherbrooke, the author of “Leaving Coy’s Hill”, was welcomed to the Warren Public Library 
to give a talk about her new book.

“THEY’RE ONLY 
TEMPORARILY 
APPOINTED, AND 
THEY WOULD HAVE 
TO RUN IF THEY 
WANT TO STAY.” 

LAURIE STOCKLEY
TOWN CLERK

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
heard quarterly reports from 
department heads at the Nov. 19 
meeting. 

Building Commissioner and 
Zoning Enforcement Officer Anna 
Marques gave an update on the 
status of the Mary Lane Hospital 
property, and said Baystate Health 
is still in the process of working 

with the Building and Fire depart-
ments to meet requirements.

“They had submitted a plan, I 
reviewed it and the Fire Chief…
is looking into it now,” she said. 
“There’s a site visit in the very 
near future like within a couple 
days.”

During the site visit, the 
Building and Fire departments 
will go over the engineer’s plans 
for approval in order to secure 
permitting.

“Now it’s in daily commu-

nications with the Building 
Department,” she said. 

Selectboard member Terrance 
Smith suggested the town look 
into having one of its police 
officers attend the site visit and 
record the walkthrough on a body 
camera, in order to provide a visu-
al of the property’s layout and 
condition.

Marques also gave an update 
on vacant properties in town. She 

Selectboard hears quarterly 
reports from department heads

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Members of the Ware 
Business and Civic Association & 
Beyond met at Cedarbrook Village 
for a presentation of a draft eco-
nomic development plan. 

Forming the plan is representa-
tives of the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. The PVPC is the pri-
mary designated regional planning 
body for the Pioneer Valley region, 

which encompasses 43 cities and 
towns in Hampden and Hampshire 
counties. 

Talking about the draft econom-
ic development plan for Ware is 
PVPC Director of Economic and 
Municipal Collaboration, Eric 
Weiss. The background and pur-
pose of this draft plan is the town 
of Ware wishes to support and sus-
tain a multi-faceted economic base 
that meets the current needs of the 

Draft economic plan 
presented by PVPC

A slide featuring a zoning map while talking about the lack of med-
ical services in the surrounding area. Ware is one of several towns 
without a medical service.

Senior Center celebrates 
20th anniversary party

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center had a 20th anniversary cele-
bration on Nov. 19. The celebration had light refreshments and 
cupcakes. 

‘Leaving Coy’s Hill’
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into its 

submitted photo archives 
and selects a people 

photo to publish. We need 
your help to help identify 

those pictured.

The Ware River News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, 
send information to pouimette@turley.com, 
or call 967-3505. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 80 Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

Christmas on Christmas on 
the Commonthe Common

Sunday, Dec. 8th 2-6pm
HRYNEWICZ PARK

THREE RIVERS

Free Crafts For Kids, 
Warming Stations 
& Entertainment

Fun for the Fun for the 
whole family! whole family! 

Free Free 
Hot Chocolate & Hot Chocolate & 
Meme Rondeau’s Meme Rondeau’s 

DonutsDonuts

Santa & Mrs. Claus 
Arrive By Firetruck & 
All Children Receive 

A Special Treat!
Sponsored by Three Rivers 
Chamber of Commerce

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1977 showed Damien Goudreau dressed as a chick bursting out of its egg. 

Goudreau won third place for his costume at the Halloween party held at Town Hall.
If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Board of 
Assessors recommended 
the town retain a single tax 
rate for all taxpayers at a tax 
classification hearing held 
during the Selectboard’s 
meeting.

At the Nov. 19 meeting, 
Interim Principal Assessor 
Kate Winkler said the town 
has a relatively small com-
mercial, industrial and per-
sonal property tax base, and 
if the town adopted a split 
tax rate, the residential tax 
rate would only decrease by 
1.4% and the commercial, 
industrial and personal prop-
erty would increase by 8%

Winkler said overall, 
there was an increase in 
property values, with single 
family homes going up by 
11.6%; two-to-three family 
homes, 9.3%; and commer-
cial properties, 7.8%.

“The Board of Assessors 
is recommending a single 
tax rate,” Winkler said.

Selectboard Clerk John 
Desmond agreed with the 
Assessor’s recommendation, 
which the town has always 
retained. He said a split tax 
rate would place a “huge 
burden” on the businesses 
and would be unfair.

Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot agreed with Desmond 
and said the single tax rate 
was in the town’s best inter-
est.

The Selectboard unan-
imously voted to retain 
the single tax rate for the 
upcoming year.

Comments and concerns
Desmond talked about the 

Boston Post Cane, and how 
it used to be handed out to 
the oldest citizen in town. 
He said it has been about 15 
years since this happened 
and he would like to start it 
up again.

“I think it’s a nice tradi-
tion that we give to the old-

est person in town,” he said.
Desmond said if  the 

cane can’t  be located, 
the  Se lec tboard  cou ld 
ask Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School students to recreate 
it. 

Talbot said the town gave 
out replica canes that were 
made at the school and the 
Selectboard will research 
how many are left and how 
they were presented to citi-
zens.

Desmond also suggested 
the town update its road plan 
that lists each road’s condi-
tion and schedule for repair. 
He said the existing doc-
ument is 10 years old and 
should be updated with the 
help of the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Condition.

“If we can get this plan 
together, it would not only 
address the roads, but the 
water lines and sewer lines 
under them,” he said.

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said PVPC does a 
pavement management plan, 
but they do not cover utili-
ties. Desmond said the town 
has information about the 
utilities already, which could 
be merged into the pavement 
management plan.

Plowing of 
unclaimed roads

At the recommenda-
tion of the Director of 
Planning and Community 
Development, in conjunc-
tion with the Department 
of Public Works, Building 
Commissioner and Fire 
Department, the Selectboard 
approved the annual list of 
unclaimed subdivision road-
ways to be plowed and sand-
ed this winter. 

Approved roads include 
Coldbrook Drive, Hillside 
Terrace, Lee Road, Walter 
Drive, Wildflower Drive, 
Briar Circle and Williston 
Drive.

Bel Air Drive was not 
recommended for plow-
ing due to ongoing issues 

with the roadway and High 
Meadow Lane was also not 
recommended for plowing 
and sanding 

After discussion, the 
Selectboard voted to remove 
High Meadow Lane from 
the list of unclaimed roads 
to be considered as it was 
determined to be a private 
driveway.

Remaining ARPA funds
Beckley said all remain-

ing American Rescue Plan 
Act funds must be obligated 
by Dec. 31. 

He provided a list of the 
projects approved by the 
Selectboard and some rec-
ommendations for use of the 
funding including social ser-
vices, façade improvement, 
replacement pumps for the 
wastewater treatment plant, 
the U.S. 250th celebration, 
Town hall windows, repav-
ing the Town Hall parking 
lot and Buckley Court pump 
repair.

Talbot suggested money 
be obligated to provide 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act upgrades to the Town 
Hall. Smith also recom-
mended considering obli-
gating ARPA funding to 
cover any contingency for 
the Grenville Park bathroom 
construction.

Town Manager’s report
B e c k l e y  s a i d  t h e 

Community Development 
Authority and the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
are holding a public hear-
ing for their past pro-
grams, including the 2021 
Community Development 
Block Grant.

“That can be moving 
toward closing out,” he said. 
“The last piece of that is the 
façade program.”

He said the townwide 
winter parking ban goes into 
effect on Dec. 1 and runs 
through March 31. Residents 

Ware Selectboard votes to 
keep single tax rate

W E S T  B RO O K F I E L D  –  T h e 
First Congregational Church of West 
Brookfield, 36 North Main St., will host 
an open house on Sunday, Dec. 8 from 
11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. during the town’s White 
Christmas celebration. 

The kitchen opens at noon and the 
menu includes: a plentiful and delicious 
hot turkey sandwich with stuffing, gravy 
and cranberry sauce, hot dogs and chili 
dogs, homemade chicken soup and corn 
chowder, chicken, egg and ham salad 
sandwiches, homemade pie - apple, blue-
berry and pumpkin, a variety of hot and 
cold drinks. 

They will also offer a huge gift card 
raffle, a concert by a performance by the 
Hardwick Memorial Handbell Choir at 3 
p.m., a Christmas carol sing along with 
free cookies and cocoa at 4 p.m., “Find-
the-Elf” for the kids, free door prize raffle 
and a bountiful baked-goods table. 

A special treat this year, is a raffle for 
a gorgeous handmade quilt. The pattern 
name is Pineapple Blossom and measures 
approximately 61inches by 71 inches. 

DJ Mic will be spinning Christmas 
tunes, and the atmosphere will be festive 
and cheery. The church is a wonderful 
place to be to welcome in the holiday 
season.

Call the church for more information at 
508-867-7078.

The First 
Congregational 
Church of West 
Brookfield will be 
raffling off this 
handmade quilt 
during its open 
house on Sunday, 
Dec. 8 from 11:30 
a.m.-5 p.m., held 
in conjunction 
with the town’s 
White Christmas 
celebration.

First Congregational participates 
in White Christmas festivities

Submitted Photos
This quilt features a 

“pineapple blossom” 
pattern and measures 

61 inches by 71 inches. 

Please see TAX RATE, 
page 11
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WILTON’S CHILDRENS STOREWILTON’S CHILDRENS STORE
E. Main Street  ❘  Ware, MA

413-967-5811
www.wiltonkids.com

Hours:
Tues.-Sat 10-4

Sun. 12-4

Charge
& Debit

Accepted

THE
FAMOUS
Wilton’sWilton’s

10-50% off Everything!10-50% off Everything!

CAN-CAN GAME!CAN-CAN GAME!
Starts Black Friday

Friday, Nov. 29th thru Sunday, Dec. 8thFriday, Nov. 29th thru Sunday, Dec. 8th

Bring Your Family To

KIP’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church
508-867-6101

Find us on Facebook at Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm

Free Tree For Any Community Organization
(No Reserving Of Trees)

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Friday, November 29th Through
Saturday, December 22nd

Choose And Cut Your Own
Fresh Christmas Tree

Christmas Wreaths And
Cemetery Boxes

Free Coloring Books, 
Hot Chocolate And Candy Canes

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Henshaw said the land trust 
properties are open to the pub-
lic and meet state standards for 
being posted. Detailed maps of 
the trails are available online and 
posted on kiosks at trailheads. 

Henshaw noted that the town 
is featuring the land trust’s trails 
and properties in its ecotourism 
mapping. 

“The trails that are on East 
Quabbin Land Trust properties 
are a key component of that, so 
the town is promoting the use of 
the trails and of course the rail 
trail,” she said. 

Henshaw said the land trust 
worked with the Executive 
O f f i c e  o f  E n e r g y  a n d 
Environmental Affairs to create 
the language for liability which 
was also reviewed by town coun-
sel.

She said the landowner that is 
donating this land has a deadline 
of Dec. 31 in order to qualify 
for the state’s Conservation Tax 
Credit program. This donation, 
along with two others that are 

being reviewed by EEA, would 
be added to existing land trust 
properties if accepted by the 
Select Board. 

“All of these are being donat-
ed by the landowner to promote 
conservation within the commu-
nity,” she said. 

She said the land trust has 
worked closely with the town’s 
Conservation Commission in 
preparing these conservation 
restrictions.

Conservation Commission 
Chair Bill Zinni talked about his 
commission’s role in this pro-
cess and the benefits open space 
brings to the community, pro-
moting hiking, biking, fishing 
and hunting. He said the town 
currently holds seven conserva-
tion restrictions.

“I would like to see the bene-
ficial aspects of these lands cred-
ited,” he said. 

Select Board Vice Chair Eric 
Vollheim made a motion to 
sign the amended conservation 
restriction, which was not sec-
onded. 

Resident Bill Cole questioned 

why the amended conservation 
restriction would place tighter 
limitations on how the land was 
utilized versus the other conser-
vation restrictions. The amended 
conservation restriction prevents 
the placement of solar panels on 
the land for agricultural use.

Tinker said by allowing agro-
tourism on conservation restrict-
ed land, the land trust is getting 
an “unfair advantage” over tax-
payers.

“They’re not paying property 
taxes; they’re not contributing,” 
he said. 

Resident Erik Fleming ques-
tioned why the board was pro-
hibiting the acceptance of the 
amended conservation restric-
tion after the land trust worked 
to resolve the board’s concerns 
about language in the agreement.

“They’ve done what you’ve 
asked them to do, and now 
you’re not acknowledging them 
through a vote,” he said. 

Vollheim said he would 
make another motion to accept 
the conservation restriction and 
Kemp said she didn’t feel he 

should, as he had potential finan-
cial gain from another conserva-
tion restriction that was antici-
pated to come before the board 
in the future.

“I don’t have any financial 
gain about this conservation 
restriction,” Vollheim said. “I’ve 
stayed away from this conversa-
tion, but I have an interest in the 
town.”

He questioned if he would 
need to resign from his seat on 
the Select Board in order for 
conservation restrictions to be 
accepted going forward.

“I’m in a brutal situation 
here,” Vollheim said. 

Resident Jerry Reilly said he 
agreed with Fleming about the 
land trust having addressed the 
board’s concerns.

“You’ve had your objections 
withdrawn,” he said. “So why 
can’t you vote on it?”

Vollheim made his motion 
again and Tinker seconded it. 
The vote passed with Vollheim 
and Kemp in favor and Tinker 
opposing.

LAND from page 1

community

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Pineapple Express cel-
ebrated its grand opening during 
a ribbon cutting ceremony last 
Thursday.

Pineapple Express is a cannabis 
home delivery company deliver-
ing products locally and across the 
commonwealth. 

Owner of Pineapple Express 
Kaily Hepburn was excited to have 
this grand opening celebration with 
friends, colleagues and members of 
the community. When asked about 
the name behind the company, 
Hepburn said it brings a happy vibe 
when people say the name.

“It makes everyone smile when 
you say it,” Hepburn said. 

Joining Pineapple Express 
during their grand opening ceremo-
ny is representatives of the compa-
ny, Weedmaps. This company is a 
cannabis technology platform pro-
viding integrated solutions for can-
nabis consumers and businesses. 

The company had a booth set up 
inside the Phillips Plaza parking lot 
in Ware providing merchandise and 
information. 

The Pineapple Express booth 
also provided merchandise along 
with a raffle and a turkey giveaway 
through Big Y. Pineapple Express 
hosted a Thanksgiving can drive 
during the grand opening event. 

The grand opening also featured 
CremeBru.LA LLC of Amherst 
offering a variety of crème brûlée 
desserts ranging from vanilla, 
maple, and pumpkin spice. 

Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce CEO James Przypek 
welcomed Hepburn and her com-

pany to the business community 
and presented her with an official 
citation from the state.

“We look forward to seeing 
growing partnerships,” Przypek 
said. “We’re stronger here togeth-
er.”

For more about Pineapple 
Express, visit pineappleexpressma.
com, email kaily@pineappleex-
pressma.com or call 413-277-0277. 
Pineapple Express also provides 
educational materials for their cus-
tomers.

Pineapple Express celebrates grand opening

Kaily Hepburn cuts the ribbon during the special grand opening celebration of Pineapple Express. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
LEFT:  Kai ly  Hepburn,  left , 
received the official citation 
during the grand opening of her 
business, Pineapple Express.

CremeBru.LA LLC of Amherst was one of the 
vendors who attended the grand opening. 

The grand opening took place in the park-
ing lot of the Phillips Plaza in Ware. 

Weedmaps had a booth providing merchandise and 
information on their services. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Judi Korzec, 
chair of the town’s Healthcare 
Task Force, updated the Select 
Board about the task force’s 
progress to address rural health-
care needs.

Korzec said the task force 
continues to grow, and that the 
Planning Board recommended 
that a member of the Master 
Plan Steering Committee be 
added to the task force.

“Which seems to make a lot 
of sense, considering you need 
healthcare in your master plan,” 
she said. 

Korzec said the Finance 
Committee would be involved 
with the task force on an “as 
needed” basis, rather than 
appointing one of its members. 
She said the task force is also 
looking to add a community 
member seat, or someone from 
one of the local churches.

“Having worked in this 
industry for a long time, when 
we’re working in rural and less 
advantaged communities, it’s 
very helpful to have that,” she 
said.

Korzec said it is now clear 
that the Mary Lane Hospital 
property is owned by Baystate 
Health, and is not tied to the 
Gilbert trust. 

“That was voted on by the 
Mary Lane board; it is owned by 
Baystate,” she said.

The will of Lewis Gilbert did 
set up the zoning of the property, 
which states it “shall be health-
care forever more.”

Korzec said the Friends 
of Mary Lane Hospital want 
to ensure that the land is only 

used for medically related pur-
poses. She said there has been 
push back from Baystate Health, 
and the town of Ware would like 
to see some of the land used to 
generate tax income. 

She said the buildings at 
Mary Lane Hospital contin-
ue to get destroyed and there 
is little the town of Ware can 
do other than to ensure safety 
is maintained. She said the Fire 
and Building departments are 
working with Baystate Health to 
make sure this is taken care of.

“They’re trying to get an 
outside contractor for inspec-
tion, etc., to maintain the safety. 
Apparently, a lot of the demo-
lition was done outside of what 
was supposed to be done,” 
Korzec said. 

Korzec said the Gilbert 
trust, which lists the village of 
Gilbertville, is thought to total 
around $7 million, with annu-
al dividends of about $300,000. 
She said it is not a “big dollar 
amount…but it’s something.”

Korzec said the trust was not 
used as intended by Baystate 
Health, with the disbursements 
going to its Springfield location 
rather than Mary Lane or Wing 
hospitals.

“This is going to become a 
big deal and a lawsuit,” she said.

Korzec said there are small-
er trusts associated with Mary 
Lane Hospital, but they are not 
directly tied to Gilbertville, such 
as the Gilbert trust is.

Korzec said the town of Ware 
has been working with an out-
side attorney to review all of this 
information and it has been a 
slow-moving process.

Task force continues 
to develop 
healthcare model

WARE – A free COVID-19 
and flu vaccine clinic will be 
held in the E2E Building, 79 
Main St. on Wednesday, Dec. 4 
from 3-6 p.m.

Walk-ins are welcome, but 
registration encouraged by vis-
iting https://home.color.com/
vacc ine / reg is te r /cdrmagu-
ire?site=e2e-building-ware

Vaccinations are available for 
ages 6 months and up. Patients 

aged 12 and older will receive a 
$75 gift card after vaccination. 
Only 100 gift cards are available 
per clinic.

COVID/flu vaccines will be 
provided at no cost; individu-
als with insurance are asked to 
present their plan information. 
Identification is not required for 
vaccinations and no one will be 
turned away.

Free vaccine clinic offered on Dec. 4

Please see TASK FORCE, 
page 12
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SNAP provides 
benefits beyond food

As we end a record year for inflation, 
Massachusetts residents’ budgets are stretched 
tight. 

What many may not realize is how 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits can provide significant relief for fam-
ilies during the holiday season enabling them 
to allocate more of their food budget toward 
festive meals and shared experiences across 
the Commonwealth.

At its most basic level, the SNAP makes it 
possible for people to purchase the food they 
want, where and when they choose. 

SNAP is the largest of the federal assistance 
programs and provides ten times the amount 
of food as food banks. It’s designed to expand 
with need through a pre-established distribu-
tion network, retail grocers. 

However, lesser known is how enrolling in 
SNAP also automatically assures residents’ 
eligibility for other benefits, including dis-
counts for the MBTA, select cultural institu-
tions and shows, utilities, education, and child-
care programs, all of which can help to offset 
holiday costs.

“When residents think of SNAP, the first 
thing that often comes to mind is the pro-
gram’s former name, food stamps,” said Khara 
Shearrion, Senior Director, SNAP Outreach 
Programs at Project Bread, the leading state-
wide food security organization that operates 
the FoodSource Hotline connecting residents 
to nutrition support, like SNAP. “Not only 
does this lifesaving resource give residents the 
purchasing power to shop for healthy, cultur-
ally relevant and kid-friendly foods where and 
when they choose, but it also offers additional 
savings for residents to focus on other aspects 
of their lives, from getting to and from a job, 
to pursuing an education to exploring the Bay 
State’s arts and culture scene. We want resi-
dents to know that when you enroll in SNAP 
for nutrition relief, you access so much more.”

Utilizing SNAP for savings outside of gro-
cery stores is not a new concept, however too 
many residents are unaware of the additional 
discounts these benefits afford. 

As of July 2024, more than a million 
people – over one in seven residents – in 
Massachusetts use SNAP. Nearly one in four 
households are using SNAP, and 68% of those 
households have a gross countable income of 
less than 100% of the Federal Poverty Level. 

Not only does SNAP fulfill the immediate 
need for food for many families living below 
the poverty line, it also puts money back into 

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or less 
in length, and “Your Turn” 
guest column between 500-
800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
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tion of character.
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viewpoints

Journals chronicle the life 
of 19th century Barre man

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – At a recent program 
hosted by the Sturbridge Historical Society 
at the Publick House, Christie Higginbottom 
and Bruce Craven explored the life of a 19th 
century man, as told through his extensive 
journals.

Higginbottom said she and Craven were 
at an antique show in Tolland, Connecticut 
in 2012 when they found a wooden trunk 
filled with pass book journals. All of the 
journals were written by the same person, 
William Lewis.

“Each journal listed the town he 
lived in at the time, including Barre and 
Hubbardston,” Higginbottom said. “Bruce 
convinced me that we needed to buy them…
there were 99 pass book journals.”

Higginbottom said the antique dealer had 
bought the journals from a woman’s estate 
in Barre, which was being divided by her 
son, Frank Patterson.

“We had assumed it was where Lewis 
lived, but it wasn’t,” Higginbottom said.

After getting in contact with Patterson, 
Higginbottom and Craven were invited to 
visit the Barre house where the journals had 
been discovered, and try to learn more about 
Lewis. When they arrived, Patterson had 
found another 44 journals.

“We now had a collection of 143 pass-
book journals,” Higginbottom said. 

Upon a second visit to the Patterson 
house, Higginbottom and Craven were sur-
prised with the discovery of over 200 receipt 
books, which also belonged to Lewis – now 
bringing the total documents compiled by 
the tradesman and farmer to over 300.

Using their decades of experience work-
ing at Old Sturbridge Village, Higginbottom 
and Craven set to work to transcribe all of 
the documents and learn more about Lewis, 
and what life was like in the 1830s and 
beyond.

“What his records show us is how he 
found himself,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis made his first journal entry on 
March 11, 1836, when he was 17 years old. 
Born in Vermont on Feb. 14, 1819, Lewis 
became an orphan by the time he was 14.

He apprenticed with his uncle, Charles 
Mixer, in Rindge, New Hampshire, learning 
the skills of tanning and currying from age 
13 until 17.

Lewis wrote about his trade, noting, “It 
is true that it is a wet and dirty business tan-
ning hides.”

Higginbottom said almost any town with 
a wet, marshy area had a tannery and they 
were known for their noxious odors. Hides 
were soaked in manure from chickens, dogs 
and other animals over the winter. 

“He tanned for a good part of his life,” 
Higginbottom said of Lewis. “Tanning was 
a business that put a great deal of physical 
stress on him.”

Lewis endured a lot of challenges 
throughout his life, including a tough econ-
omy and the Panic of 1837.

“He kept trying to work to become inde-
pendent,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis attended district school until he 
was 18, and he wrote in his journal that he 
missed being a student. He started keeping a 
journal as a way to improve his handwriting 
and composition, and also as a way to battle 
loneliness.

“He used his journal as his confidante,” 
Higginbottom said. 

When Lewis turned 21, he began keeping 
his own accounting books to keep track of 
money coming in and going out. 

In 1838, Lewis made his way to the com-
monwealth, after spending the first part of 
his life travelling between Vermont and New 
Hampshire. He worked in Northborough 
and Dorchester, before returning to Vermont. 

In the spring of 1840, Lewis moved to 
Templeton, where he earned $15 a month 
tanning and currying for Daniel Swan. 
Lewis also worked for Albert A. Payne in 
Leicester (where Higginbottom and Craven 
live) at a tannery located near the Spencer 
line. 

“It was not one of Lewis’ favorite places 
to live,” Higginbottom said of Leicester, due 
to the fact that it didn’t have a Methodist 
church, which was of great importance to 
Lewis.

“I thinks this provided William with 
the closest thing to family, since he left his 
uncle’s home in Rindge,” she said. 

Lewis wrote in his journal about walking 
a distance of 21 miles to attend worship.

While living in Leicester, Lewis attended 
his first Methodist camp meeting for six 
days in Southbridge, hearing the words of 
prominent black preachers, John Newton 
Mars and Samuel Snowden in crowds of 
thousands of people.

“He continued to attend camp meetings 
and the church continued to be an important 
aspect of his life,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis also attended a lecture by abo-
litionist and civil rights leader Frederick 
Douglass, which was a moving experience 
for him. Douglass was exactly one year 

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are 
limited to three total per 
author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edi-
tion before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet 
our guidelines.

The last of the 
autumn questions
for the Garden Lady

Lori, a reader of the column, wrote in 
with this question for the Garden Lady: 
“I put my garlic cloves in three weeks 

ago and they have sprouted! The variety is a 
German White hardneck. Will they come back 
in the spring?”

Thank you for your question!  It is not 
uncommon for garlic to send up shoots when 
fall weather is warmer than normal, much like 
ours has has been.  

Typically, the shoots survive the winter 
just fine, and will resume growth come spring 
time. To be on the safe side, I would mulch 
around your plants with straw or chopped up 
leaves to provide some insulation.  

Once spring arrives, pull back the mulch 
and provide some fertilizer that is nitrogen 
rich to give the shoots a boost. A sprinkling 
of blood meal, fish emulsion, or composted 

manure would all do the trick.  
Push the mulch back in place; it will help 

to keep weeds down. Garlic hates competition 
in this arena.  

Early on, ample water and nutrients make 
the big fists of garlic we all want to see at 
harvest.

Hardneck garlic is typically the garlic 
grown in our area. Unlike softneck garlic, it 
needs the cold to complete it’s life cycle. It 
has fewer, but larger cloves.  

Cloves from hardneck garlic are more pun-
gent than softneck, but don’t last quite as long 
in storage. Softneck don’t grow stiff scapes as 
stems but have leaves that at harvest can be 
braided together to make a nice kitchen dec-
oration.  

Often you will see these garlic braids for 
sale at craft shows or in catalogs.  

Michele, who gardens in Ware, has a ques-
tion about tidying up her hydrangea bushes.  

“The flowers at the tips of the branches of 
my blue hydrangea bushes have all browned 
and look unappealing. Some of the leaves 
are hanging on too. Altogether it’s not a pret-
ty sight. Can I cut down the branches to the 
ground? In effect, cleaning up the plant by 
the easiest way possible? It will sprout again 
when spring arrives, of that I’m sure.”

I know exactly what you are talking about. 
From where I am writing, I can see my own 
hydrangea and it looks just as “pretty” as 
yours sounds!  

Rest assured that the leaves will fall off. 
The flowers, on the other hand, will stick 
around awhile.  Wind and wet weather will 
eventually cause them to degrade and fall 

away from the plant.  
If you don’t want to wait that long, feel 

free to cut the flower heads, and just the flow-
er heads off.  You see, most hydrangeas bloom 
on old wood.  

Newer varieties – those bred in the last 20 
years or so, often bloom on both new wood 
and old wood, so you’d never really want to 
cut them all the way down because you would 
be missing out on an opportunity for flowers 
to form. In case you don’t follow my logic, 
flowers can form on the new growth the plant 
puts out in the spring, and the old growth from 
the previous year.  Lots of gardeners remarked 
about what an amazing year it was for hydran-
geas.  So many flowers! 

We attribute that to a mild winter last year 
and ample rainfall. I’m uncertain what the 
droughty fall will do, if anything, to next 
year’s show. 

I also wonder if hydrangeas put on a ban-
ner year one year, if the following year will be 
sparser because they are in recovery mode?  I 
know it happens that way for fruit trees, my 
Asian pears for example, but not certain if it 
works the same way with flowering shrubs. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

the economy for all Massachusetts residents. 
Every $1 of SNAP benefits generates at least 
$1.50 in economic activity, which supports 
local communities and creates jobs. 

There are over 5,000 retail establishments 
across the Commonwealth that accept SNAP 
and have more regular hours than food pan-
tries.

Here are some additional ways in which 
SNAP benefits can help Massachusetts resi-
dents save:

Utilities – as heating bills rise this winter, 
SNAP users can access savings on gas & 
electric bills, as well as internet service.

Admission to museums – when kids are 
out of school and residents need something to 
do as a family, exclusive discounts can help 
make group outings possible.

Entertainment – similarly, individuals 
and families can catch a discounted holiday 
favorite show at places like ArtsEmerson, 
Boston Ballet, Boston Symphony Orchestra 
and more.

Transportation – SNAP recipients ages 
12-25 may be able to use their benefits to 
purchase MBTA Youth Passes.

Winter Farmers Markets – SNAP users are 
eligible for the Healthy Incentives Program 
which offers additional funds to purchase 

fresh fruits and vegetables at markets sup-
porting local farmers.

“SNAP is the fastest and most effi-
cient resource that we have that provides 
people with money to purchase food,” said 
Shearrion. “Unlike food banks, SNAP does 
not rely on charitable donations, so it is a sus-
tainable solution to help people afford enough 
to eat. Anyone who is eligible for SNAP ben-
efits will receive them. There is no limit to 
how many folks can utilize for the program 
therefore you do not take away from others 
by enrolling.”

People experiencing food insecuri-
ty should call into Project Bread’s toll-free 
FoodSource Hotline 1-800-645-8333, which 
provides confidential assistance to connect 
with food resources, including SNAP ben-
efits, in 180 languages and for the hearing 
impaired. The hotline currently serves as the 
resource recommended by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transitional Assistance and 
Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education for residents seeking help with 
food access. 

For more information, visit: www.project-
bread.org/get-help.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Finding 
William Lewis

If you are adding or changing your 
Medicare or Healthcare.gov coverage during 
open enrollment, watch out for unsolicited 
calls claiming to “help” you find the best 
deal. 

Unfortunately, scammers see this open 
enrollment period as a chance to trick people 
out of money and personal information. 

Open enrollment for Medicare runs from 
Oct. 15 through Dec. 7; Medicare Advantage 
open enrollment is from Jan. 1 to March 31 
or within three months of getting Medicare; 
Heathcare.gov open enrollment begins Nov. 
1 with Dec. 15 as the last day to enroll or 
change plans for coverage starting Jan. 1, and 
Jan. 15 as the last day to enroll for coverage 
starting Feb. 1. 

How this scam works
The Better Business Bureau Scam Tracker 

frequently receives reports of scam calls and 
texts pretending to be from Medicare. 

In one report, the target reported that a 
caller pretended to be an agent “asking if 
I got a new updated Medicare card in the 
mail. He then verified my name and mailing 

address. Then he wanted me to get my old 
card and read off info to him, such as the date 
on the lower right side of the card. When he 
asked me to read my card number, I told him 
I cannot.”

Another consumer reported being targeted 
through a text message and shared the follow-
ing: “I received a text saying that my health 
benefits were about to expire, and I needed to 
call the number to renew. Then, the represen-
tative told me I had to pay, and my bank had 
to verify with them…That’s when I knew it 
was a scam.”

If you stay on the line, these callers allege 
they can enroll you in a better plan than 
what you currently have, according to Scam 
Tracker reports. 

This new plan is cheaper, and you can 
keep all the same services. To get started, 
all you need to do is provide some personal 
information, such as your Medicare ID num-
ber and your Social Security number.

No matter how good the deal sounds and 
how convincing the caller seems, don’t do it. 
The call is a scam, and sharing personal infor-
mation will expose you to identity theft. 

How to avoid similar scams
Be wary of anyone who contacts you out 

of the blue. Healthcare.gov and Medicare 
provide legitimate help for determining which 
plan is right for you. 

These people – sometimes called 
Navigators or Assisters – cannot charge for 
their support. If someone asks you for pay-
ment, it’s a scam. 

You will also need to contact them on your 
own. They will not call you first. 

Be wary of free gifts and “health screen-
ings.” Keep a healthy level of skepticism any 
time a broker offers you free gifts or other 
special deals. 

Never sign up with a broker who offers 
you an expensive sign-up gift in exchange 
for providing your Medicare ID number or 
additional personally identifiable information. 
Other times, brokers offer free “health screen-
ings” to weed out people who are less healthy. 

This technique is called “cherry picking” 
and is against Medicare rules.

Beware of health care cons during open enrollment

Please see LEWIS, page 13 Please see SCAMS page 12
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Function 
Space 

 Available

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

BLACK FRIDAY
Gift Card Deals Available

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

Saturday & Sunday, December 14th & 15th • 12-5pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED FOR SEATING IN RESTAURANT. 

Vendor applications – cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com

Join us for a  
  weekend of Christmas Joy

SANTA 
ARRIVING 
AT 1 P.M.

FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA, 

HAY RIDES, 
40+ VENDORS, 

COOKIE 
DECORATING 

& CRAFTS

   HAPPY APPLE ®

We Are Open Year Round! 9-5 In North Brookfield

Brookfield Orchards
Follow signs from Rts 9, 31, 67 or 148

Order Your Holiday 
Pies and Treats

508.867.6858 • 877.622.7555
www.browsethebrookfields.com • www.brookfieldorchards.com

Snack Bar!!  Hot Apple Dumplings with Ice Cream
Cheese & Cider

Apple Gift Baskets
Made to order

Cheese, jelly, maple, relish, etc. 
can be added. Must be picked up.

Apple Dumplings • Cakes
 Cider Donuts

Fudge

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?
• COVER CHARGE SPECIAL •

Every Friday & Saturday Night 6-11pm
Unlimited Bowling, Shoe Rental & Pool

$18.00 per person
Snack Bar, Beer, Wine Arcade Games

199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield
(508) 867-6629 • www.bogeylanes.com

FUN FOR EVERYONE!FUN FOR EVERYONE!

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Assessors positions are “critically 
important” to the town’s financial 
stability. 

Currently, the board has two 
members, one which was elect-
ed by write-in vote at the annual 
town election and the other that 
was appointed by the Selectmen to 
fill a vacant term. The appointed 
Assessor will only serve until the 
annual town election in the spring, 
when they can opt to seek re-elec-
tion for a full term. 

“They’re only temporarily 
appointed, and they would have 
to run if they want to stay,” Town 
Clerk Laurie Stockley said. 

Assessor Debra Hardy was 
elected as a write-in candidate at 
this past election, and she said the 
amount of training and learning 
required for the position is chal-
lenging if candidates aren’t serving 
full terms.

“One year isn’t enough and we 

end up keep paying for people to 
learn that position,” she said. 

Several residents questioned 
why people didn’t want to run for 
this position or to get involved with 
their local government.

Ferrera said the town always 
looks to appoint the “best and the 
brightest” candidates for each role. 
He said by shifting the position 
to appointed, it would focus on a 
model of “the professional, not the 
politician.”

After a motion passed to move 
the question, voters failed to pass 
Article 13 by a vote of 21 in favor 
and 38 opposed. 

Articles 17 through 21 approved 
transfers from various line items to 
pay for services, and required train-
ing for the Assessors.

Article 20 approved the trans-
fer of $8,374 to pay for additional 
training in Vadar, CAI Technologies 
Mapping Software and Catalis 
APRO5 and Article 21 approved 
the transfer of $15,000 for training. 

Town Hall chimes
Article 14 asked voters to 

approve the transfer of $19,000 
from Free Cash to pay for a new 
chime system in the Town Hall, 
including upgrades to the electrical 
wiring and the disposal of the exist-
ing system.

Several residents asked why the 
Board of Selectmen would pres-
ent an article that would make 
improvements to the Town Hall, 
which the same board deemed 
unsafe three years ago.

Resident Peter Krawczyk com-
mented on the current condition of 
the Town Hall, including its peeling 
paint, vegetation overgrowth and a 
fire escape that is not secured to the 
building.

“The rest of the building is fall-
ing down,” he said. 

Resident Bev Soltys said in 
2021, the board had given the 
Police Department 30 days to 
vacate the building, which was 
then extended to 60 days, and now 

indefinitely. The Building Inspector 
at that time had said that occupancy 
of the Town Hall should be prohib-
ited after conducting an inspection. 

When this inspection occurred, 
the Selectmen had expressed con-
cerns about the structural integrity 
of the Town Hall’s clocktower.

“What has changed?” Soltys 
asked. “Now, we don’t want to put 
any money in the building, but we 
want to fix the bells? What about 
the windows?”

Ferrera said the Selectmen pro-
posed the article after hearing inter-
est from residents who enjoyed 
hearing the Town Hall’s chimes. 

“Currently, the chime system is 
not functional to be controlled on a 
timer,” he said. 

Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair 
David Dufresne said a new chime 
system could be adjusted, including 
its volume and chime tone.

“The old system is failing,” 
Dufresne said. “We don’t know 
how much longer it would last.”

Dufresne said he would like to 
see the tradition of the chimes con-
tinue in town. 

The Finance Committee voted 
against recommending the article. 
Article 14 failed to pass with 17 in 
favor and 43 opposed.

Senior Center repairs
Ferrera said the transfer of 

$25,000 from Free Cash com-
bined with a state earmark secured 
by state Rep. Todd Smola in the 
amount of $50,000, would pay 
for the replacement of the Senior 
Center’s roof.

Voters approved the transfer 
with 38 in favor and 18 opposed.

He said he is hopeful that the 
bids for the project will come in 
lower than the town is budgeting 
for. 

Ferrera said the new roof would 
be the latest in several upgrades 
to the building, which includes 
w e a t h e r i z a -
tion and a new 

heating and cooling system, paid 
for through a Green Communities 
grant.

Stabilization accounts
Ferrera said the town’s Free 

Cash was certified in the amount 
of $1,288,587. Voters approved 
Articles 1 and 2, which trans-
ferred $425,000 and $275,000 
to Stabil izat ion and Capital 
Stabilization, respectively. 

This  br ings  the  approxi -
mate balance of the Stabilization 
account to $2.4 million and Capital 
Stabilization to $883,000. 

Ferrera said these are “the high-
est reserves the town has ever 
seen.”

WARREN STM from page 1

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.

warren

WARREN – On Nov. 12, Mia 
McDonald, a 2022 graduate of 
Westfield State University and 
currently a Senior Auditor at 
Meyers Brothers Kalicka, P.C., 
visited Quaboag Regional High 
School teacher Jean DiRico’s 
accounting class. 

Her presentation was an 
incredible opportunity for stu-

dents to learn directly from a 
professional in the field, gaining 
valuable insights into the world 
of accounting and auditing. The 
students found her visit engaging 
and inspiring-truly a memorable 
experience that deepened their 
appreciation and understanding 
of accounting in the real world.

Submitted Photo
Auditor Mia McDonald visited Jean DiRico’s accounting class at 
Quaboag Regional High School earlier this month.

Accounting students enjoy 
visit from senior auditor

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Community 
Development Advisory Committee 
met to discuss open space recre-
ation findings for the town’s Master 
Plan. 

Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission’s Principal 
Planner Sarah O’Brien shared that 
the first chapter of the Master Plan 
will be out for community review 
soon. The best source for residents 
to review is warrenmasterplan.com.

“This chapter really focuses on 
how people can enjoy Warren’s 
environment,” O’Brien said. 

The first key finding is improve-
ments for existing recreational 
options. One of the areas the CDAC 
talked about that should be added to 
the list is the small park off Albany 

Street and Main Street in West 
Warren. 

The other area is a conservation 
area off Washington Street. The 
CDAC also believes there is poten-
tial for adding hiking trails to the 
area of Tyler Memorial Park. 

One of the first strategies to 
execute this key finding is rede-
sign parks, including Cutter Park. 
CMRPC suggests some of the parks 
could add more amenities to the 
park including Americans with 
Disabilities Act approved walk-
throughs, sidewalks and parking 
lots. Other amenities for public 
events include concerts and farmers 
markets. 

The Parks & Recreation depart-
ment have put on fun events at 
Dean Park in West Warren includ-
ing vendor fairs and concerts 
throughout the summer. 

Another idea for an amenity 

would be a dog park. Warren has 
many dog owners and want to pro-
vide a space where dogs can roam 
freely in a fenced in park. 

The CDAC would then discuss 
the potential for more open space 
and recreational use over in Comins 
Pond. The area would be excellent 
for picnic settings along with being 
a public beach. 

For Dean Park, the committee 
was looking at the possibility of 
having a soccer field added for 
more organized sporting events. 
The park currently has enough 
space for two ball fields, one for 
softball and for baseball. 

O’Brien feels having more orga-
nized sports promotes a low cost 
to get tourism going. Many people 
travel for sports games, especially 
when their kids are playing. Dean 
Park does have a basketball court, 
but is in need of a makeover.

Another key finding O’Brien 
discussed was natural beauty and 
the opportunity for expansion. 
Since starting the drafting for the 
Master Plan, O’Brien always saw 
Warren having many natural beauty 
elements. 

Strategy one is about a lot of pri-
vate land in the town and it is well 
preserved. Much of the vacant land 
is not used for any purpose. 

CDAC Chair Jeremy Olson 
spoke on possibly working with pri-
vate land owners forming a part-
nership with the Town for use of 
privately owned land for recreation. 
According to Olson, these private 
owners could receive a tax break 
for allowing use of their land. 

Trails were discussed a lot 
during the Nov. 20 CDAC meeting 
and O’Brien feels Warren has many 

CDAC reviews open space, recreation strategies

WARREN – Warren Parks & 
Recreation Department’s Light 
the Night holiday decorating con-
test will be held in Warren and 
West Warren on Dec. 13, 14 and 
15 from 5-9 p.m.

Maps and voting information 
will be available for drive-th-
ru pickup on Dec. 13 from 5-8 
p.m. at the Shepard Municipal 
Building, 48 High St., at the front 
entrance door. See Santa and Mrs. 

Claus, enjoy hot chocolate and 
some goodies provided by the 
Parks & Recreation Department.

On Dec. 14 and 15, maps 
and voting information will be 
available outside the Shepard 
Munic ipa l  Bu i ld ing  ( sec -
ond entrance) and on the Parks 
Department’s Facebook page. 

Voting will be open from Dec. 
13 at 5 p.m. through Dec. 18 at 
11:59 p.m. 

Light the Night holiday 
decorating contest Dec. 13-15

WARREN – The annual tree 
lighting will be held on the com-
mon on Friday, Dec. 6 from 5-8 
p.m. with a bad weather date of 
Dec. 7.

Bring a letter with a return 
address to Santa Claus and place 
it in the special mail box to get a 
reply from the North Pole. Don’t 
forget your camera to take a photo 
with the jolly old elf.

The Quaboag High School 
Cheer team will perform at 5:30 
p.m. and the tree lighting will be 
held at 6 p.m., followed by a dance 
performance from the Diva Dance 
School at 6:20 p.m.

A tree decorating contest will 
be held this year. For a $5 dona-
tion, decorate your provided tree 

from 4:30-6 p.m. with tree judg-
ing from 6-7 p.m. and the winner 
announced at 7:15 p.m. Prices will 
be awarded to first and second 
place winners.

A shuttle will be provided by 
Lizak Bus Service from Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School to 
the Warren Public Library.

Events and activities will be 
held at various locations around 
the common. Mason’s Grille will 
be open to serve beef stew and 
clam chowder (for purchase) and 
offer free refreshments; Warren 
Water Department will  have 
free refreshments and a story 
time offered by the West Warren 
Library; Warren One Stop Market 
will have free coffee and Warren 

Package Store will have free hot 
cocoa and Glenda’s will also be a 
featured stop.

Warren WIC will have an open 
house with games and prizes and 
Warren Public Library will have 
cookies. Dunkin Donuts will have 
coupons and the Donut Man.

Diva Dance School will host a 
number of vendors and also offer 
refreshments. The Lost Arts will 
have an open house with items for 
sale, and a chance to visit with the 
Grinch and Cindy Lou, as well as 
free make and take craft activities 
for the first 100 participants. 

WWBFYC will have popcorn 
and hats for sale, in addition to 
2025 season sign-ups and cheer-
leader performance.

There will be musical enter-
tainment provided throughout the 
night by the Quaboag Chorus, 
horsedrawn carriage rides, s’mo-
res making over fires provided by 
Parks & Recreation, apple cider 
donated by Breezeland Orchards, 
hot dog kits ($5) and candy bars 
sold by Boy Scout Troop 142, jew-
elry for sale by Tam O’Shanter 
Farm, New England Rustic Shop 
and hot chocolate sold by Dance 
Factory.

The Warren Fire Department 
will be selling wreaths, and the 
Warren Police Department will 
stuff a cruiser to benefit the Jingle 
Fund (toy donations welcomed). 
The CERT team will be handing 
out safety information. 

Warren’s annual tree lighting to be held Dec. 6

Please see CDAC, page 11
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Quabbin Health District
Public Health Nurse Newsletter

Kirsten L Krieger RN, BSN, Public 
Health Nurse

Andrea Crete MPH, RS, Director of 
Public Health

Email: kkrieger@towofware.com

Online: 
www.quabbinhealthdistrict.com

Serving the towns of Belchertown, 
Pelham, and Ware

126 Main Street Suite D, 

Ware, MA 01082 

(413) 967-9615

For the full 
issue visit: 

Quabbin Health District 
Offers Community 

Training Opportunities, 
Harm Reduction, and 

more! 

Events and 
Happenings in the 

Quabbin Health 
District and Region! 

HOLIDAY
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH
9 AM - 4:00 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
11:30 AM - 4:00 PM

70 EXHIBITORS IN
 FOUR BUILDINGS IN EASY

WALKING DISTANCE

200 MAIN STREET
(ROUTE 32), MONSON, MA

MA PIKE EXIT 63, 32 SOUTH

-FREE ADMISSION-

FOR MORE INFO CALL
413-896-8666

Monson Arts Council
presents its 45th Annual

town and is also adaptive to future trends. 
This plan will help Ware identify existing con-

ditions that affect the local economy. The plan will 
also assess the Town of Ware’s economic develop-
ment constraints and opportunities and will outline 
recommended implementation strategies to expand 
and deepen the local economic base. 

Weiss mentioned growing up in Belchertown 
he is aware of the neighboring town and its current 
conditions and potential growth. After doing these 
strategic economic development study, Weiss wants 
to “bring info back to Ware” and share it with com-
munity members.

One of the amenities Ware is currently lacking 
is a medical service. According to the study, Ware 
residents would like to see a hospital or at least an 
urgent care facility in town. Weiss said Ware is not 
alone in lacking medical care options. 

“A large unserved area in central and western 
Massachusetts,” Weiss said. 

One of the current potential redevelopment sites 
is the Ware Millyard. Several of the buildings on 
site dates back to the late 19th century. The area 
is currently zoned as mixed-use district. There is 
a new study to begin soon regarding the Millyard 
Redevelopment Plan. 

The Country Bank building off Main Street in 
downtown Ware has potential to be redeveloped 
and the current owner is seeking potential medical 
or urgent care use. The Mary Lane Hospital site has 
potential. However, there are differing opinions on 
future of some of the buildings and property. 

Downtown Ware is viewed as an area with numer-
ous assets. Some of those assets include the millyard 
housing several businesses and also could house 
residential along with additional commercial busi-
nesses. Ware has a phenomenal arts organization, 
Workshop13 Cultural Arts & Learning Center. 

“Downtown has good bones,” Weiss said. “Has a 
true Main Street.”

One of the services that has potential to grow in 
Ware and surrounding areas is the expansion of a 
passenger rail service. Weiss provided a map in the 
presentation to show the Pittsfield-Boston rail ser-
vice. There are nearby stops in Chester and Palmer. 
There is significant potential for new growth and a 
need for long-term planning. 

Weiss would then go over the action plans and 
strategies to live up to those action plans. Strategies 
include supporting local business to start up and 
grow, enhance collaboration internally and with key 
stakeholders and continue to create a vibrant down-
town. Ware has many activities throughout the year 
that involved downtown and main street. The town 
wants to look into what other pop-up activities they 
can provide and could take place in vacant store-
fronts. 

The action plan also includes developing priority 
sites for new activities. This strategy involves con-
ducting feasibility studies for high-potential sites and 
pursue developers for current vacant properties. 

PVPC also wants to promote Ware as a recreation 
destination. The final strategy PVPC discussed was 
review and update the zoning bylaw to support eco-
nomic development. 

After the presentation by Weiss and senior plan-
ner Lori Tanner, the presentation would turn to mem-
bers of the community and WBCA & Beyond for 
questions and shared ideas. Weiss mentioned it is 
good to see a good amount people come out for 
this presentation and figure out how to improve the 
Town. 

Several members brought up the possibility of 
providing a form of childcare as well as offer a trans-
portation service such as Uber or Lyft. One of the 
most recent additions to downtown of Ware is the 
Recovery Center of HOPE. 

Representing the recovery center is program 
director, Julie Lutz who describes the recovery orga-
nization as a “positive presence”. The space is avail-
able and provides support along with social events 
and activities. 

Quabbin Wire & Cable Co Inc. are prepared 
to celebrate their 50th anniversary in 2025. Ware 
School Superintendent Michael Lovato attended 
the presentation and shared some news about recent 
activity in the schools. Many students applied to 
colleges and recently about $500,000 in scholarships 
were given. 

The host of this economic development plan 
meeting, Cedarbrook Village is currently hosting a 
toy drive that is currently going on until Dec. 3. That 
same day, Cedarbrook Village will be hosting the 
Very Merry Dickens Carolers at 1pm. 

WBCA & Beyond President Dan Flynn thanked 
representatives of PVPC for providing this presenta-
tion of the draft economic development plan. Weiss 
says PVPC is looking to complete the final draft by 
the first day of the year 2025. 

For more information about the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, visit www.pvpc.org. 

DRAFT from page 1

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Eric Weiss of Pioneer Valley Planning Commission provided a presentation of the Draft Economic 
Development Plan for the Town of Ware.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Select Board 
members reviewed a draft Payment 
In Lieu of Taxes policy present-
ed by Clerk William Tinker, that 
would allow the town to enter into 
financial agreements with nonprofit 
organizations.

At the Nov. 12 meeting, Chair 
Kelly Kemp said some of her con-
cerns about the policy include the 
percentage rate being high at the 
base rate, and the “catch-up” sur-
charge. She said some of the lan-
guage in the policy is redundant.

“I don’t think it’s a bad idea to 
try to put something in place,” she 
said. “I think other towns have ben-
efitted from it…I think 5% is a lot 
and I don’t know if I’m comfort-

able with a ‘catch-up’ surcharge.”
The base rate, Tinker said, is 

based off of 5% of the nonprofits’ 
annual gross revenues, including 
tuition, donations, grants and other 
income sources. This PILOT pro-
gram would be voluntary.  

Board members agreed to 
change the language in the policy 
from 5% to “up to 5%.”

Vice-Chair Eric Vollheim said 
it’s a great idea to negotiate with 
the town’s nonprofits for a PILOT 
agreement, but he urged the Select 
Board members to have other 
boards and committees weigh in on 
it, as it was more similar to a pro-
posed bylaw rather than a policy. 

He said having more input 
would help to avoid future prob-
lems.

Tinker said the board should 
first adopt the policy, then bring it 

to other boards and committees.
“I see this as just dragging the 

feet,” Tinker said. 
Kemp agreed with Vollheim 

about discussing it with other 
boards and committees, including 
the Board of Assessors, Planning 
Board ,  F inance  Commi t t ee 
and the town’s financial team. 
Conservation Commission Chair 
Bill Zinni requested that the 
Conservation Commission be 
included in this discussion.

The Select Board will continue 
this discussion after getting feed-
back from other boards and com-
mittees.

Tax classification hearing
The Board of Assessors recom-

mended the Select Board retain 
a single tax rate for all classes of 
property.

Board of Assessors Chair 
Lucinda Childs said having a split 
tax rate (where a greater tax burden 
is placed on commercial, industrial 
and personal property taxpayers) 
was not warranted and would only 
have a “relatively small benefit” for 
residential taxpayers. 

The single tax rate is estimated 
to be $13.50 per $1,000 valuation. 
If the town had opted to have a 
split tax rate, residential taxpayers 
would have a rate of $12.552 and 
commercial, industrial and person-
al property taxpayers would have a 
rate of $19.73.

“There wouldn’t be enough 
income from the commercial,” 
Vollheim said of the split tax rate. 
“Because there’s not that much.”

Board of Assessors Clerk 
Jennifer Kolenda said the commer-
cial properties only make up 8.72% 

of the town’s tax base, versus resi-
dential at 91.27%.

“So predominantly residential, 
very little commercial, industrial 
and personal property,” Kolenda 
said. 

She said the neighboring towns 
of Ware and Palmer have retained 
single tax rates, even though they 
have a larger commercial base than 
Hardwick does. 

Kolenda said the Board of 
Assessors does not recommend 
a split tax rate as it would be an 
unfair burden on nonresidential 
taxpayers. The Select Board voted 
to retain a single tax rate. 

Mapping project
Meg Haight updated the board 

about an ongoing ecotourism map-
ping project the town is participat-
ing in. Using a grant from Central 

Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission, the town has begun 
developing phase one of a “story 
map.”

She said the map will be avail-
able both in print and digitally, 
and will highlight areas of interest 
including nature preserves, trails 
and more. After reviewing com-
munity input, CMRPC will finalize 
the draft of the map.

“By the end of December, we 
will have this map completed,” 
Haight said.

One thing that came up during 
phase one was whether or not trails 
that pass through private proper-
ty should be included on the story 
map, including the Dougal Range, 
also known as the Bugle. 

Board discusses PILOT policy for nonprofits

WARREN – The Centered Place 
yoga studio in Warren is hosting a 
food drive and fundraiser to support 
The Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry 
in West Brookfield as well as two 
Massachusetts food banks.   

Donations of food and household 
items for The Sharing Cupboard 
Food Pantry can be brought to The 
Centered Place at 286 Bridge St. 

The most needed food items 
include non-perishable food such as 
regular sized canned proteins (meats 
or beans), dried beans, grains, 
peanut butter or other nut butters, 
cookies, crackers, breakfast cereals, 
coffee or decaf, and canned or pack-
aged soups. Household items that 
are most needed include paper tow-
els and toilet paper, soap and other 
cleaning supplies.

Alternatively, food and dona-
tions can be brought directly to 
the Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry 
on Wednesday mornings between 
10-11:30 a.m. and Thursday eve-
nings between 7-8 p.m. 

Note that on the week of 
Thanksgiving, the pantry will be 
open Tuesday morning instead 
of Wednesday morning, and will 
be closed on Thanksgiving. The 
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry is 
located at 36 North Main St., in the 
back of the First Congregational 
Church in West Brookfield. 

Donations can also be mailed to: 
The Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry, 
36 North Main St., West Brookfield, 
MA 01585.  

Each month The Centered 
Place hosts a fundraiser for a dif-

ferent charitable organization. The 
fundraiser for both November and 
December supports the Worcester 
County Food Bank, a non-profit 
organization that provides donated 
food to those who need it. 

The Centered Place has a 
Facebook  fundra i se r  where 
you can donate to the WCFB: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
d o n a t e / 1 1 1 6 3 7 6 2 5 6 5 8 0 1 1 0 / . 
Donations can also be made directly 
to the Worcester County Food Bank 
website at https://foodbank.org/.

Another food bank that you 
can support is the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts, which 
serves Hampshire,  Hampden, 
Franklin and Berkshire counties. 
You can donate to this food bank 
online at https://www.foodbankw-

ma.org/.
The Centered Place 

yoga studio has served 
the local area since 1988. 
It was founded by Nancy 
A Nowak, who co-di-
rects and teaches along 
with her husband, Phil 
Milgrom. The studio 
was voted Best in Yoga 
by readers of the former 
Sturbridge Times. 

The physical address 
of the studio is  286 
Bridge St. in Warren. 
The web address is www.
thecenteredplace.com.

The Centered Place hosts food drive fundraiser

Hardwick’s 
Christmas on 
the Common 
is Dec. 1

H A R D W I C K  – 
C h r i s t m a s  o n  t h e 
Common will be held 
on Sunday, Dec. 1 from 
3-5:30 p.m.

There will be visit 
with Santa, local vendors, 
food truck, gingerbread 
house contest, Christmas 
parade, raffle, hayrides 
and the Christmas tree 
lighting at 5 p.m. 

Please see PILOT, page 12
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
12/1/24-12/4/2412/1/24-12/4/24

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TALAPIA FILLETS ..........................

$199
lb

lb77¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ERLENBACHERBAKERY

APPLE TART 10” ............................. $999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$799
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS .......................BEEF STRIP LOIN

WHOLE or HALF

$494
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
ROAST or STEAKS

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$277
lb

$688
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS BREAST .........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

$199
lb

$299

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
SWISS CHEESE .....................$444
SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL SMOKED HAM ...

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........$333

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

Open Everyday 413-323-6844 • 31 Federal St., Belchertown • antoniospizza.com

HolidayHoliday
Starting November 29th For Every $25 

You Spend In Purchasing Gift Cards 
YOU GET A JANUARY SURPRISE 

To Use In January

HOLIDAY SALE
CAN’T MISS THIS AMAZING DEAL!

Buy a $25 Gift Card Receive $5 FREE
Buy a $50 Gift Card Receive $10 FREE

Buy a $100 Gift Card Receive $20 FREE

Great 
Stocking 
Stuffers

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

Buy the Gift Card Online or In-Store
now throuth December 1st

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Alix Alix && Son’s Son’s
COMPUTER CENTER

Call 323-1122 John Alix, owner
40 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202N)

BELCHERTOWNa 

• Upgrades & 
 Accessories

• In-Home or 
 Business
 Service Repairs

• Wired/Wireless 
Networking 
and Internet

i 

Call

40 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 North) 
Belchertown • 413-323-1122

From new equipment to repairs
we cover all your needs.

Need help setting 
up your new gifts 
from Laptops,
Gaming Consoles 
to TVs?

11 Main Street
Belchertown

(413) 323-1031

Dynamic Do’s Salon

WALK-INS 
WELCOME!

147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN
• Used Auto Parts.... “If we don’t have it we’ll locate it 

through our nationwide network!”  

LIKE US ON

“Salvage the Best – Recycle the Rest!” A GREEN 
COMPANY

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8 to 
5, Sat. 8 to 1

413-323-4210 
1-800-358-5100

Bring us your waste oil, 
scrap steel and old batteries 

FREE of Charge!

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS

SEPTIC PUMPING

•  Pumping
•  New Installation

Jason Lafleur/David Kibbe 413-323-4327

   Septic    Septic 
Service LLCService LLCCompleteComplete

•  Repairs
•  Title 5 Inspection

& Sunglass Shop

Give The Gift Of Sight This Holiday 
While Helping Children At Shriners.

10% Of Your Gift Card 
Purchase Will Go To 

Shriners Children’s Hospital!
142 N. Main Street, Belchertown

323-1196 • belchertowneyecare.com

REGION—The holiday season is a 
time of year when shopping takes center 
stage. While online giants and big box 
retailers seem to be everywhere, offer-
ing an endless array of products with 
the convenience of low prices, small 
businesses provide a range of benefits 
that go far beyond the ease of a mouse 
click or mountains of merchandise. 
Shopping local retailers is more than 
just a transaction — it is crucial for 
maintaining the economic foundation 
of local communities. Let’s take a look 
at the many ways it pays to shop small 
businesses during the holidays and all 
year long.

• Strengthen the local economy: A 
large percentage of the money spent at 
small businesses stays in the commu-
nity. That’s because these businesses 
often are owned and operated by local 
residents who are invested in the com-
munity themselves. Various studies indi-
cate that for every $100 spent at a small 
business, roughly $70 stays in the com-
munity. 

•  Enhanced customer service: 
Owners and employees of small busi-
nesses have a keen interest in keeping 
customers happy. They often do so by 
providing superior customer service. 

Tailoring recommendations, exhibit-
ing a willingness to accommodate spe-
cial requests, offering a more engaging 
shopping experience, and being more 
friendly and connected with regular 
customers sets many small businesses 
apart.

• Support the community: Small 
businesses serve the community through 
the products and services they offer, and 
many give back in other ways as well. 
Small, locally owned businesses often 
sponsor schools, sports teams and chari-
ties. This helps foster a sense of belong-
ing in the community.

• Innovative offerings: Small busi-
nesses are not beholden to corporate 
policies or franchise restrictions, so they 
can more readily bring new life to exist-
ing ideas and trends. Small businesses 
can offer customers different options 
that larger retailers cannot match.

• Job creation: Small business-
es employ a significant percentage 
of the workforce and frequently pro-
vide jobs that might not be available 
in larger corporate settings. The U.S. 
Small Business Administration Office 
of Advocacy says small businesses have 
generated 12.9 million net new jobs 
over the past 25 years, accounting for 

two out of every three jobs added to the 
U.S. economy. Keeping residents work-
ing helps strengthen local communities.

There are numerous benefits to shop-
ping at small businesses this Small 
Business Saturday and throughout the 
year. Such firms help to establish a 

more resilient, 
diverse and bus-
tling local com-
munity.

It pays to shop small businesses during the holidays and 
all year long.

Why supporting local small businesses matters

referenced a meeting she and the 
Health Department director had 
with the Attorney General’s office 
a year ago to address seven prob-
lem properties. 

She said as of today, the 
Attorney General gave both depart-
ments an update about the proper-
ties.

Marques said one was a burned 
down trailer home that the Attorney 
General’s office wants to allow 
more time before pursuing receiv-
ership; another a Church Street 
property the office is working to 
gain receivership for; and the third 
a Pleasant Street property the office 
is working to pursue a historical 
rehabilitation receivership. 

This past summer, Marques said 
her department’s intern Nicholas 
Bousquet worked to help compile a 
list of vacant properties in town by 
contacting the Water Department 
to determine whether or not prop-
erties had water connected to the 
building or not.

“Every time there’s a water 
shut-off, that was data that we col-
lected. It’s a good indication that 
the property is vacant,” she said.

Marques said packets were 
sent to the current owners of those 
properties, explaining the vacant 
property registration process with 
a form to return to the town. A 
copy of the town’s vacant and/or 
unkempt property bylaw was also 
included in the packet.

“This was a bylaw that was 
revised recently because we 
already had the unkempt portion 
but as we found out, the vacancy 
was a big issue as well,” Marques 
said.

She said the reason for the 
vacant property registration was to 
ensure that the town had accurate 
contact information for property 
owners. She said her department 
has received 14 completed forms 
back; 28 were returned as “unde-
liverable;” and she received phones 
calls stating that five properties 
were occupied and not vacant.

“We found that there were too 
many cases where we did not know 
how to reach someone quickly 
enough,” Marques said.

She said there are currently 70 
properties on the vacant property 
list and more will be added as the 
town becomes aware of them.

Marques said her department 
addresses unkempt property con-
cerns as written complaints come 
in. 

She said a vacant property on 
Otis Avenue that was occupied by a 
squatter has been an ongoing issue 
for the department. The building 
had a water leak and the units were 
uninhabitable.

Marques said it was difficult 
to remove the squatter due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a change 
of ownership for the building. She 
said with the help of the property’s 
new owner, various departments 
and code enforcement, they were 
able to find a new home for the 
squatter and were able to empty the 
building.

“There were some health issues 
with this person, and it was more 
complicated than just kicking 
someone out,” she said.

After the property was vacated, 
the property owner reopened one of 
the apartments and moved a tenant 
in. She said after a long process, all 
four units were able to be occupied 

and are code compliant.
“This is something we focused 

on for a couple years, and there’s 
finally an end to it,” Marques is.

Marques gave a list of recent 
structure fires over the past four 
months, including one caused by a 
lightning strike and others by unat-
tended cigarettes outdoors. During 
the post-fire inspection, Marques 
noted that two of the buildings 
didn’t have enough egress and 
addressed it with the owners.

She said a cooking fire occurred 
earlier that day and while there 
wasn’t a lot of damage to the build-
ing, it was found to have been ille-
gally converted from a four unit 
building to a six unit building. This 
situation is being addressed by 
Marques, the Board of Health and 
the Fire Department.

Marques said a mobile home 
had an explosion caused by pro-
pane stove a couple of months ago. 
She said the mobile home is 50 
years old and it is unlikely to be 
habitable again.

During this quarter, the Building 
Department had 240 drop-in meet-
ings with members of the public, 
received 128 building permits and 
acted on 106 building permits. 

Health department report
Director of Public Health 

Andrea Crete gave an update on 
the Health Department’s inspec-
tions conducted from July to 
October.

“A lot of food and housing 
inspections have been conducted,” 
she said. 

This includes 37 routine food 
establishment inspections and 
25 housing inspections, includ-
ing re-inspections. She said all of 

the food establishment inspection 
reports are posted on the Quabbin 
Health District’s website.

Crete also provided a list of 
Title 5 inspections, broken down 
into new construction versus 
upgrades and repairs of existing 
systems. She said the inspector had 
more new soil evaluations in the 
past four months than repairs and 
upgrades, but that most of the sep-
tic plan design reviews and inspec-
tions were for upgrades of existing 
systems and repairs.

Crete said the town’s Public 
Health Nurse Kirsten Krieger holds 
monthly wellness clinics at the 
Ware Senior Center, Quabbin Wire 
& Cable Co., Recovery Center of 
HOPE and Cornerstone Recovery 
(Gadara Center).

“She collaborates with a wide 
variety of different entities just for 
advocating for public health needs 
in the community and for making 

those connections,” she said.
Crete said Krieger also con-

ducts CPR and First Aid training 
throughout the year, with 28 peo-
ple being certified this past quarter. 
Krieger had also offered multiple 
opioid and overdose response train-
ing with naloxone. 

Crete said the town hosted 
two COVID-19/flu vaccination 
clinics with the support of Big Y 
Pharmacy. The town is also part of 
the Vaccine for Children program 
and were able to provide elementa-
ry school students with their child-
hood vaccines. 

Crete said the town is extend-
ing its harm reduction services for 
those who use substances, includ-
ing needle exchange, alcohol 
preparation wipes for disinfection, 
a small sharps container, nalox-
one, fentanyl test strips and a list of 
resources to aid with recovery. She 
said the health district collects the 

full sharps containers for disposal.
Hygiene kits are also being 

assembled for homeless individu-
als, providing a toothbrush and hair 
and body care items to maintain 
hygiene. This initiative is paid for 
through grant funding.

Crete said representatives from 
the town of Hardwick expressed 
interest in joining the Quabbin 
Health District, which covers the 
towns of Ware, Belchertown and 
Pelham, but no formal request has 
been made to the health district’s 
board.

Other department reports
The Selectboard also reviewed 

and accepted written reports sub-
mitted by the Board of Assessors, 
Town Clerk and Planning and 
Community Development.

REPORTS from page 1

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES
                this Saturday, and everyday!
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When was the last time your septic tank was pumped?

LINTON 
SEPTIC
www.lintonseptic.com

We accept all major 
forms of credit cards.

TAKING CRAP 
from our customers since 1981!

Don’t wait for your 
septic tank to back 
up, schedule your 
pumping. Call today! 

413-583-3629

CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA
(413) 967-4545

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Thursday

DOGS     CATS     RABBITS     FERRETS
AND NOW REPTILES!

★ ★

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
The 15th annual Nativities From 
Around the World held at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 108 New Braintree 
Road (Route 67) will be displayed 
for four days, Dec. 5-8.

Dates  and  t imes  inc lude 
Thursday, Dec. 5 from 4-8 p.m.; 
Friday, Dec. 6 from 4-8 p.m.; 
Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-
8 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 8 from 
noon-2 p.m. 

There will be over 500 nativi-
ties displayed this year and all will 
be in settings of various Christmas 
themes. Some are old, some are 
new, some are classic and others 
modern. 

It is always amazing how many 
ways the human spirit and artistry 
can portray the central theme of 
Christmas, the birth of Christ.

There is never a charge of any 
kind, nor any donation or solicita-
tion for any event at the Church, 

including the Nativities display.  
All are warmly welcomed. 

The Church is located 2.2 miles 

north of the North Brookfield town 
center.

WARE – What do the most amaz-
ing unicorn tree ever, a unique shot-
gun shell wreath, and a couple of live-
ly gnomes have in common? 

They’ll all be raffled off along with 
many, many other wreaths, holiday 
themed items, and trees at this year’s 
Ware Tree & Wreath Festival on 
Saturday Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
and Sunday, Dec. 8 from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. at Ware Town Hall, 126 Main St.

There will also be a door prize 
table, holiday music, an incredible 
bake sale, 50/50 raffle and a table 
with Ware books, T-shirts, and mem-
orabilia, all to support the Ware 
Center Meeting House and Museum. 
There will be free children’s activities 
including decorate a cookie and make 
a craft.

This year, the event will feature 
dancers from Limelight Dance Center 
on Sunday in the early afternoon.

It’s  not too late to donate. 
Businesses and citizens interested 
in contributing decorated trees and 
wreaths should call Lynn Lak, 
co-chair of the Festival commit-
tee at 413-967-7223 or email 
her at llak310@comcast.
net. 

In-person drop off is 
Friday, Dec. 6 between 
10 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. at the Great Hall 
in the Ware Town 
Hall. The event is free 
and open to the pub-
lic. 

Visit warecenter-
meetinghouse.org for 
more information or to 
make a donation online.

Submitted Photos
Rita Lee is shown during last 

year’s Ware Tree & Wreath Festival 
with her grandson Brendan.

Ware Tree & Wreath Festival is Dec. 7-8

Lorrie Willette and Joanne 
Ritter stand with a tree they 
decorated for last year’s event. 

Nativities From Around the World displayed Dec. 5-8

Submitted Photos by Derick Veliz
Over 500 nativities will be on display at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

This is just one of hundreds of nativity scenes displayed at 
Nativities From Around the World.

The 15th annual Nativities From Around the World will be held at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in North Brookfield, Dec. 5-8.

HARDWICK – Weir River 
Jazz will present “Frosty’s 
Favorites,” a big band con-
cert in the sanctuary of the 
Stone Church Cultural Center, 
283 Main St. (Route 32) in 
Gilbertville on Sunday, Dec. 1, 
at 2 p.m. 

Come join the musicians to 
hear the great sounds of a tra-

ditional Big Band playing your 
favorite seasonal melodies. This 
concert is open to the public and 
there is no charge for admission. 

This concert is sponsored 
in part by the Mass Cultural 
Council and Country Bank 
for Savings. Donations to the 
Friends of the Stone Church are 
always appreciated.

Weir River Jazz performs 
‘Frosty’s Favorites’ Dec. 1

Annual Stuff a Cruiser 
toy drive is Dec. 8

HARDWICK – The South Barre 
Rod and Gun Club, 2626 Barre Road 
(Route 32), will host the annual Stuff a 
Cruiser event to benefit the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Department’s 
Christmas for Kids Program on 
Sunday, Dec. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

This event helps give kids in the 
Hardwick and New Braintree commu-
nities a wonderful Christmas holiday. 

WARE – The Ware Police 
Department and the Ware Fire 
Department have started their 
21st  annual Ware Christmas For 
Kids program for the 2024 holi-
day season.

They are requesting financial 
assistance to help them fulfill the 
needs of the children of Ware, and 
all assistance is greatly appreci-
ated. The program is for infants 
through children aged 12. 

The program recognizes all 

holiday observances. 
Monetary donations may be 

dropped off at the Ware Police 
Department at 22 North St., or 
may be sent to Ware Christmas 
For Kids,  c/o Ware Police 
Department, 22 North St., Ware, 
MA 01082. 

Darlene Gildert is the pro-
gram coordinator, and she can be 
reached at 413-967-3571, exten-
sion 327. 

Christmas for Kids begins, 
donations requested

Country Bank hosts 
‘Stuff the Cruiser’ 
event Dec. 7

WARE – Country Bank, 155 
West St., will host a Stuff the 
Cruiser event with the Ware 
Police Department on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 from 9 a.m.-noon.

This annual event collects 
new, unwrapped toys from the 
community that benefit local 
children in need this Christmas. 
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WARE – On Friday, Nov. 15, 
Ware was in nonplayoff action 
in Week 10 against Amherst 
Regional, a school they rarely see. 
The larger school was too much for 
the Indians as they drove down the 
field on their first two possessions 
and scored quick touchdowns. 
They rode that momentum to a 
40-0 victory. Ware was 7-3 heading 
in their Thanksgiving Day matchup 
with Quaboag.

Larger school gives Indians a challenge

Enrique Burton makes a block on the offensive line.

Brady Dyer laterals 
to Dalton Marquis.

 The defensive lines makes a charge. Nathan Luxon makes a block for the Indians.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Dalton Marquis follows his blockers.

Nate Harmon looks for the sack.

MIAA seeks 
to throw 
out judge’s 
decision
Minnechaug, 
Monson unaffected 
by appeals

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Minnechaug Regional High 
School and Monson High 
School filed injunctions at the 
beginning of the month with the 
Hampden Court Superior Court.

The schools were appealing 
a ruling from the MIAA that 
forced the schools to take for-
feits for Western Mass. tourna-
ment games because of a pro-
cedural issue that was not fol-
lowed by Minnechaug, Monson, 
Pathfinder Regional, and several 
other schools in the region.

According to information 
sent by the MIAA to member 
schools, they were supposed to 
input games to their schedule 
on the Arbiter website used to 
track results and formulate tour-
nament data.

Those games, which were 
not yet known due to the how 
the schedule is structured, were 
simply supposed to feature the 

W A R R E N  – 
Earlier this month, 
Quaboag girls soccer 
suffered from a long 
layoff as they were 
shut out in their only 
state playoff game. 
The Cougars faced 
Granby and lost 2-0 
on Nov. 6. Granby 
would advance in 
the tournament while 
Quaboag’s season 
ended with a 7-10-1 
record. The Cougars 
did face Granby in 
an independent game 
near the end of the 
regular season, fall-
ing 1-0.

Cougars fall in state tournament

Brielle Gerulaitis clears the ball ahead of pressure.

Madelyn Bagg heads toward the right sideline as 
she crosses midfield.

Maddie Potvin tries to get to the ball before an 
opponent.

Lauren Grover heads the ball forward. Olive Moulton heads the ball into the offensive 
end of the field.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

UXBRIDGE – On Saturday, 
Nov. 9, the Quabbin Regional 
High School field hockey team 
traveled to Uxbridge for the quar-
terfinals of the Division 4 state 

tournament. Unfortunately, the 
Panthers were facing the defend-
ing three-time state champions. 
Uxbridge didn’t disappoint, win-
ning a 6-0 decision on a sun-

splashed morning on their high 
school turf. Quabbin’s season 
finished with an overall record of 
10-9-2.

Deep playoff run for Quabbin
ends in quarterfinals

Turley photos by
 Gregory A. Scibelli

Ellie Poulin fights to 
stay in possession.

Audrey Niles tries to make her way up the field.Haley Ayer passes up to Maria Hamm.

Makenzie Casey defends the Quabbin goal.Maria Hamm passes up the field.

Veanna Salvadore attempts 
to clear the ball away.

Please see MIAA, page 10



Page 10, Ware River News, November 28, 2024

sports

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—After falling behind 
early in a non-playoff loss at 
Marlborough High School six 
days earlier, Quabbin football 
coach Wayne Page certainly 
didn’t want to see a repeat perfor-
mance in the final home game of 
the season.

The Panthers, who built a 24-0 
halftime lead, coasted to a 48-20 
victory over the North Middlesex 
Patriots in another non-playoff 
game held at Alumni Field, last 
Thursday night.

“We didn’t start out very 
well in last week’s game at 
Marlborough and they took it to 
us,” Page said. “We really want-
ed to start a lot faster in tonight’s 
game. We took control of the 
game early in the first quarter, and 
we never took our foot off the gas 
until late in the fourth quarter.”

It was the first meeting on the 
gridiron between the two teams 
since the Panthers squeaked out 
a 40-35 road victory during the 
2016 season.

Last Thursday’s home win 
improved the Panthers season 
record to 7-3, which tied the 2016 
squad for the most wins in the his-
tory of the football program.

“These kids have worked very 
hard, and they deserve to have 
this record,” Page said. “I’m very 
proud of them.” 

Quabbin senior Bryce Venne 
set the tone by returning the 
game’s opening kickoff to the 
Patriots 14-yard line. 

Following two short runs by 
senior Luke Salvadore and junior 
Chase Talbot, senior quarterback 
Jaxon Warburton called his own 
number in the huddle. He scram-
bled 11 yards up the middle into 
the end zone less than two min-
utes into the opening quarter. 

Salvadore made the score 8-0 
by scoring another rushing touch-
down on the two-point conversion 
play. 

The Panthers offense got the 
ball right back when Venne recov-
ered a fumble on a lateral pass at 
the Patriots 36.

Eleven plays later, Salvadore 
plowed his way into the endzone 
on a fourth and goal play from the 
two with 3:33 left in the opening 
quarter. Warburton also ran into 
the endzone on the conversion 
play. 

Quabbin entered the second 
stanza holding a 16-0 lead.   

Fo l lowing  another  fum-
ble recovery by senior Ryan 
Wreschinsky, Talbot scored the 
Panthers third rushing touchdown 
of the game following a 68-yard 
scamper with 11:29 remaining in 
the first half. 

Salvadore scored again on the 
conversion play.

The Patriots offense did move 
the ball down to the Panthers six-
yard line before back-to-back 
15-yard personal foul penalties 
pushed them back 30 yards. That 
drive ended following a 34-yard 
missed field goal.

After Quabbin was forced 
to punt for the first time, Talbot 
intercepted a pass, and he returned 
it about 20 yards to the Panthers 
38.

The home team failed to score 
during that series, and they held a 
24-0 halftime lead.

The visitors from Townsend 
did get on the scoreboard when 
senior John Kelley returned the 

second half kickoff 70 yards down 
the left sideline for a touchdown.

Any hopes that the Patriots 
might have had about making a 
comeback didn’t last very long. 

With 9:30 remaining in the 
third quarter, the Panthers took a 
32-6 lead when Salvadore sprint-
ed into the endzone on a 29-yard 
run. Warburton scored on the con-
version play.

Then Quabbin junior Wes 
Sanderson intercepted a pass and 
returned it 25 yards for his team’s 
fifth touchdown of the game. He 
also caught a shuttle pass on the 
two-point play for another TD. 

“We probably don’t  win 
tonight’s game without the turn-
overs. I thought the defense 
played an awesome game,” Page 
said. “Coach (Mike) Besaw did a 
very good job of putting together 
a very good defensive game plan.”

While Besaw is the Panthers 
defensive coordinator, Page, who 
was a quarterback at Grafton High 

School, calls the offensive plays.     
Another key defensive play-

er for Quabbin is senior Cole 
Wilson, who has made more than 
80 tackles this season which broke 
the team record.

Late in the third quarter, 
North Middlesex sophomore QB 
Colin Taylor completed a 3-yard 
touchdown pass to senior Brady 
Reardon. The duo hooked up 
again for another touchdown late 
in the fourth quarter.

Quabbin’s final touchdown of 
the game was a 34-yard run by 
Warburton with 7:27 left in regu-
lation.

Because the Panthers were 
leading by 34 points at the point, 
the scoreboard clock was kept 
running the rest of the game.

The Panthers will be look-
ing to break the school record 
for wins in a season when they 
travel to Gardner High School on 
Thanksgiving morning. 

SOUTH HADLEY – In 
nonplayoff action for Week 
10, South Hadley foot-
ball defeated Pathfinder 
27-9. The Pioneers would 
actually score first with 
an  Anthony Arventos 
15-yard run. In between 
that score and a safety in 
the third quarter, South 
Hadley scored 27 points. 
Julius Hebenth had two 
touchdown runs for the 
Tigers. Chase Pecia and 
Lincoln Belsky also had 
scores. South Hadley faced 
Holyoke on Thanksgiving 
while Pathfinder hosted 
Belchertown.

Pioneers fall to South Hadley

ABOVE: 
Jacob Kokoski 

goes for a tackle.

Tyler Rondeau heads on a run.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brandyn Wilson makes a block for the Pioneers.

Jarrett Skowyra heads toward the 
sideline while carrying the ball.

Anthony 
Arventos 

scrambles 
around 

looking for 
an open 

teammate.

Offense scores big in Week 10 
win over North Middlesex

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
The offensive line blocks for Quabbin.

Jaxon Warburton shovels a pass to Wes Sanderson.

Luke Salvadore attempts a run 
for the Panthers.

Bryce Venne returns the ball on 
a kickoff.

school and opponents TBA (to 
be announced). Those fillers in 
the schedule would eventually be 
filled with Western Mass. tourna-
ment games, or nonplayoff games 
if teams did not qualify.

Those filler games were sup-
posed to be on team schedules 
by mid-September. Because the 
procedure was not followed, the 
MIAA imposed forfeits on the 
schools that did not follow the 
rule. Under the MIAA’s ruling, 
Minnechaug and Monson, which 
had soccer teams in the Western 
Mass. tournaments, would have 
to take losses affecting their 
standing for the state tourna-
ment. If the schools won, they 
were still able to advance in the 
tournaments. Monson girls soc-

cer reached the Western Mass. 
finals. Pathfinder boys soccer did 
as well. Minnechaug girls soccer 
made it to the semifinals.

An injunction was filed by 
Monson and Minnechaug, seeking 
to not have the athletes punished 
for an administrative issue. Judge 
Tracy Duncan granted the injunc-
tion, and both schools had their 
forfeits changed to whatever their 
actual results were.

Minnechaug boys soccer ben-
efited the most from the change, 
securing the No. 5 seed in the 
Division 2 state tournament. 
The changes had the ability to 
affect schools such as Agawam, 
Ludlow, Holyoke, and Chicopee 
Comprehensive in Division 2. 
Monson’s injunction affect-
ed seedings for schools such as 
Granby, Quaboag, Palmer, and 

Pathfinder.
Pathfinder did not appeal to a 

court, and was defeated on the 
road in the first round of the tour-
nament.

The injunctions also led to 
delays in the state tournament 
starting in the case of field hockey 
and girls volleyball.

Northampton and Pioneer 
Valley Regional also won injunc-
tions,  though the MIAA is 
appealing those rulings. They are 
appealing despite the fact the tour-
naments have already concluded. 
The MIAA is not commenting on 
the court cases.

No schools from Western 
Massachusetts made it to the state 
finals in boys soccer, girls soccer, 
or field hockey.

MIAA from page 9

SPRINGFIELD  –  Last month, 
the Springfield Thunderbirds and 
St. Louis Blues announced the 
extension of their affiliation 
agreement through the 
end of the 2030-31 
season .  The 
dea l  fu r ther 
so l id i f i e s  the 
long-term future 
of the American 
Hockey League in 
Springfield, one of 
the league’s charter cities.

“We are thrilled to continue our 
richly rewarding long-term part-
nership with the St. Louis Blues,” 
said Thunderbirds  President 
Nathan Costa. “The Blues and 
Thunderbirds share similar core 
values regarding player and staff 
development and maintaining a 
deep commitment to their com-
munities. Our collaboration has 
enabled us to grow our franchise 
both on the ice and throughout the 
region.  We cannot wait to see the 
next generation of Blues stars hone 
their talents in Springfield in front 
of the best fans in the AHL.”

In the first three seasons as 
the Blues’ AHL affiliates, the 
Thunderbirds have experienced 
tremendous success on and off the 
ice. In 2022, the team captured 
the Richard F. Canning Trophy as 
Eastern Conference Champions, 
reaching the Calder Cup Finals 
for the first time in club history. 
The T-Birds received the AHL 
President’s Award as Team of the 
Year that same year. 

“On behalf of our local own-
ership group, we are proud to 
announce an extension of our 
affiliation agreement with the St. 
Louis Blues. I want to thank Blues 
Chairman Tom Stillman, General 
Manager Doug Armstrong, and the 

Blues staff, as well as our President 
Nate Costa and his team, for 
building a culture of cooperation 

and success that is unparal-
leled within the AHL. This 

agreement will ensure 
that AHL hock-
ey has a home 

in Springfield for 
many years to come,” 
c o m m e n t e d  P a u l 
Picknelly, Thunderbirds 
Managing Owner.

The club built upon their success 
last season, posting a  franchise-re-
cord 20 sellout games, including a 
14-game sellout streak to end the 
campaign. 2023-2024 also marked 
the T-Birds’ eighth consecutive sea-
son of attendance growth (6,321 
fans per game).

“F i r s t ,  I  wan t  t o  t hank 
Springfield Thunderbirds President 
Nate Costa, the local ownership 
group under managing partner Paul 
Picknelly, and the entire team and 
staff for their continued dedicat-
ed efforts and support and belief 
in our City of Springfield,” said 
Springfield Mayor Domenic J. 
Sarno.  “Special thanks and appre-
ciation to the St. Louis Blues orga-
nization for their continued strong 
commitment to our local T-Birds!   
Both organizations are class acts 
that share a strong emphasis on 
community and fan engagement 
and putting a quality product and 
team on the ice. 

Since the start of the partnership, 
the Blues have also  promoted sev-
eral Springfield staff members to 
the parent club in St. Louis. Most 
notably,  Drew Bannister  became 
the first T-Birds coach to earn a 
promotion to an NHL bench when 
he was named the Blues’  head 
coach on May 8. 

“Springfield provides a first-

class environment for players in 
the Blues organization to devel-
op on and off the ice and continue 
their progress toward the NHL in 
a well-established, supportive mar-
ket with strong, experienced leader-
ship,” said Blues Assistant General 
Manager Ryan Miller. 

In addition to Bannister’s rise to 
the NHL, 26 players have skated in 
games for both the Thunderbirds 
and the Blues, including young 
stars  Jake Neighbours,   Zack 
Bolduc,  Matthew Kessel,  Joel 
Hofer,  Scott Perunovich, and  Zach 
Dean.

“This is an exciting day for 
both the St. Louis Blues and the 
Springfield Thunderbirds organiza-
tions,” said Thunderbirds General 
Manager  Kevin Maxwell. “This 
agreement provides stability for our 
players and staff, and it will contin-
ue to offer our fans the chance to 
identify with our prospects and fol-
low their careers as they graduate 
onto the Blues.”

The affiliation extension assures 
Springfield’s continued tenancy 
in the American Hockey League, 
which dates back to 1936. The City 
of Firsts has had an active AHL 
franchise on the ice every  season 
since 1954.

“The city of Springfield has 
been a cornerstone of the American 
Hockey League for more than 80 
years,” said AHL President and 
Chief Executive Officer Scott 
Howson. “Hockey in Springfield 
has experienced a renaissance since 
the arrival of the Thunderbirds. 
Stability with an NHL affiliate is 
very important for AHL clubs, and 
we’re pleased that Springfield’s 
partnership with the St. Louis Blues 
will continue to bring excitement 
and entertainment to the fans of 
Western Massachusetts.”

T-Birds, Blues, announce long-term extension
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options. One of those options is to 
connect Warren with a trail to the 
Mass Central Rail Trail, which has 
opened a lot of trail space in recent 
years. The closest neighboring town 
Warren can connect with is Ware 
if they want to be a part of the rail 
trail. 

O’Brien wanted to know if 
Warren had the potential of a riv-
erwalk trail. In the area of Stacy 
Exposition Service, Inc. has more 
woods just off to the side of the 
Quaboag River. Olson said it’s the 
same area in Town where the town 
wants to place a sidewalk that con-
nects Warren to West Warren. 

Another strategy focuses on rais-
ing capacity for recreation. Outside 
the Shepard Municipal Building is 
an unused field that could be a spot 
for sporting events or other recre-
ational activities. The field is well 
maintained but not used for events. 

The CDAC thought the field 
would be perfect for movie nights 
or even a touch a truck event would 
be great in any area in town. 

The town gets a lot of good 
feedback for the small community 
events they offer. One of the favor-
ites a town resident shared at the 
meeting was a petting zoo. 

“Our little community is a hap-
pening place,” Olson said. 

The last strategy O’Brien went 

over was continue to promote exist-
ing offerings. The formalizing of 
current trails is part of that strategy, 
but how can the town of Warren 
promote their events more effec-
tively. 

A popular recreation activity 
residents talked about in surveys 
and gatherings is a pickleball court; 
a popular request according to com-
ments from the residents. The area 
being looked at for a potential pick-
leball court is the old basketball 
court next to the fire station. 

The next subject CMRPC will 
discuss for the Master Plan is natu-
ral culture resources. 

CDAC from page 5

One of the interesting facts about 
Lucy Stone is that her power of 
revolt came from her father, who 
was also an abolitionist. 

“Leaving Coy’s Hill” is a time-
less story of women’s quest for 
personal and professional fulfill-
ment within society’s stubborn 
constraints. Many guests who have 
read the book brought copies for 
Sherbrooke to sign afterwards. 

Though it is based on true 
events, Sherbrooke says “Leaving 
Coy’s Hill” is a historical fiction on 
the life of Lucy Stone. While con-
ducting some research for another 
book Sherbrooke happened to come 
across a random google search that 
happened to be about Lucy Stone. 

As said prior to the presentation, 
Sherbrooke feels as if the state has 
forgotten who Lucy Stone is. The 
town of Warren does have a park 
named after her, but many don’t 
seem to understand the work behind 
Lucy Stone and how her presence 
and pursuits of equality changed the 
course of history. 

A  power fu l  r eminde r  o f 
those accomplishments is the 
Bos ton  Women’s  Memor i a l 
on  Commonwea l th  Avenue . 

Sherbrooke showed a picture of 
herself standing next to the Lucy 
Stone statue and it is a destination 
she enjoys going to often. 

Sherbrooke read as much as 
possible about Lucy Stone and she 
even got to read some of the letters 
written by her. Stone’s work was 
heavily focused on marriage rights, 
property rights, women’s rights, 
voting and suffrage. 

The presentation had pho-
tographs and drawings of Lucy 
Stone’s posters of public speeches 
that would be seen on trees, train 
stations and town halls. Stone was 
committed to giving many pub-
lic speeches that were about equal 
rights. 

However, Sherbrooke mentioned 
that in Lucy Stone’s time in the 
19th century, a woman speaking in 
public was not seen positively in the 
public eye. 

Stone’s work was highlighted in 
publications such as the Liberator 
newspaper and the Woman’s 
Journal. Some of Stone’s inspira-
tions include Frederick Douglass 
and Abby Kelley. 

When it came to the point of the 
presentation to ask why Lucy Stone 
was forgotten it has something to 
do with Susan B. Anthony and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Sherbrooke shared a photo of 

the 1865 Suffrage Petition that 
was signed by Stone, Anthony and 
Stanton. The three had a falling out 
and continued their work by going 
in different directions. 

Stone at the time felt she had 
to move on and support herself, 
which is what inspired Sherbrooke 
to come up with the title “Leaving 
Coy’s Hill.” 

Towards the end of the presen-
tation Sherbrooke talked about the 
bust of Lucy Stone that is located 
at Oberlin College. Her Dorchester 
home was near Pope’s Hill, and it 
is no longer standing. However, the 
plaque in dedication to her is still 
on site. 

Sherbrooke would end the pre-
sentation with hearing the feedback 
of her readers. Many of them shared 
a lot of information about what they 
have learned and gave Sherbrooke 
some positive feedback about her 
book. 

“Leaving Coy’s Hill” is available 
online and can be found in all book 
stores. The Warren Public Library 
will be offering an open house and 
refreshments during the Town’s 
Tree Lighting on Dec. 6. 

AUTHOR from page 1

can get a parking sticker from 
Executive Assistant Nicole Croteau 
to allow them to park overnight in 
municipal parking lots.

PVPC and  the  P lann ing 
Department will host a discussion 
about updating the town’s Hazard 
Mitigation Plan on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road.

“That plan discusses hazards 
from manmade to mostly natural…
talks about climate change and the 
impacts it would have on the com-
munity of Ware and how that will 
be prepared for and addressed,” he 
said. “That plan is a necessity in 
order to seek Hazard Mitigation 
funds afterward.”

Snow’s Surf Shack licenses
The Selectboard approved 

Alcoholic Beverages Control 
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  c o m m o n 
vicutaller licenses for Snow’s Surf 
Shack at 136 Pleasant St. The 
hours of operation will be Monday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m.-1 
a.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m.-1 
a.m.

Owner Andy Norton said he has 
been working to reopen the busi-
ness and “put the building to good 
use.”

Norton had previously oper-
ated Wicked Wings restaurant at 
the location, which closed as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Norton said he hopes to open 
Snow’s Surf Shack by February 
2025.

Pole hearings
A representative from National 

Grid petitioned the town to install a 
joint ownership utility pole on West 
Main Street and another on Church 
Street. 

The Selectboard approved the 
placement of both JO utility poles.

Moment of silence
The Selectboard held a moment 

of silence to recognize the pass-
ing of the town’s former Veterans 
Service Officer, Richard Sterndale. 

Resignation 
The Selectboard accepted the 

resignation of Cheryl Haigh from 
the Council on Aging. Her term 
was due to expire on June 30, 2025.

TAX RATE from page 2

sports

HOLYOKE – The 39th FIVB 
World Congress unanimous-
ly elected Fabio Azevedo as the 
new FIVB President, ushering in 
a pivotal era for the global vol-
leyball community. Azevedo will 
serve an eight-year term, build-
ing on the achievements of his 
predecessor, Dr. Ary S. Graça. 
During his campaign, Azevedo 
outlined his Strategic Vision 
2024-2032, focused on advanc-
ing volleyball’s  profession-
al  s tandards,  expanding i ts 
global  reach,  and doubling 
the sport’s current 800-mil-

l ion-strong fanbase through 
innovative engagement and the 
global volleyball movement. 
Following his inauguration, 
Azevedo announced 2018 IVHF 
Inductee Hugh McCutcheon 
as the new FIVB Secretary 
General. McCutcheon, a former 
Olympic medal-winning coach 
for the USA men’s and women’s 
national volleyball teams, brings 
extensive experience to the role. 
With this dynamic leadership 
team, the FIVB is set to elevate 
volleyball’s global prominence 
and growth.

PORTLAND, ME – Worcester 
was outshot in a fateful and fatal 
first period, 21-1, and outscored 
by the Maine Mariner 4-0, on the 
way to a 5-2 defeat. 

Lincoln Hatten and Cole 
Donhauser had the Railers goals. 
It was the first ECHL goal for 
Hatten, the first in a Worcester 
uniform for Donhauser. It was 
also shorthanded.

Drew Bavaro, Patrick Guay, 
Bennett  Stockdale,  Wyllum 
Deveaux and Evan Vierling had 
the Portland goals. Former Railers 
forward Jimmy Lambert had three 
assists for the winners.

Hatten scored from in close at 
3:35 of the second period to make 
it a 4-1 game, Donhauser assist-
ing. Donhauser scored unassisted 
with a wrist shot from the right 
wing at 19:29 of the third period 
to make it 5-2. He was plus-2 for 
the night.

Henrik Tikkanen made 33 
saves for Worcester. Ryan Bischel 
had 27 for the Mariners.

Bavaro opened the scoring 
with a power play goal at 6:30 
of the first period, just before the 
Railers would have gotten Jordan 
Kaplan out of the penalty box. 
He snapped a 40-foot wrist home 
from above the circles.

Guay made it 2-0 at 9:02. He 
finished off a 2 on 1 break, con-
verting a pass from Lambert. 
Stockdale scored a little more 
than a minute later with a shot 
from the left circle. Deveaux 
scored on a deflection at 16:23 to 
make it 4-0 on the scoreboard.

The Railers actually won the 
last 40 minutes, 2-1. Vierling 
had the only Maine goal in that 
span, scoring on the power play 
at 16:40 of the third period, but 
there was no way Worcester could 
climb out of its early hole.

Volleyball World Congress 
elects new president

Tough start hurts Railers in loss

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League

PALMER – The Commercial 
Elks League reached week two 
of the second round during their 
2024-2025 candlepin league sea-
son. 

This past league night fea-
tured some high scores and close 
matches. One of the matches was 
between the Mailmen and Last in 
Line. 

In game one, Last in Line 
defeated Mailmen by a score of 
363-357. In game two, it was a 
close match as Mailmen defeated 
Last in Line by two points, 354-
352. In game three, the Mailmen 
had a strong finish thanks to the 
scoring efforts of Aaron Halbedel 
and Bryan Surprise. The Mailmen 
won 425-358 as Halbedel finished 
with a 148 and Surprise bowled a 
121. 

Total pinfall was won by the 
Mailmen with a final score of 
1136-1073. 

The team who won the first 
round, Gutter Mouths, bowled 
against Team BK. In game one, 
Team BK defeated the Gutter 
Mouths by a score of 403-381. 
Paul Nothe of Team BK bowled a 
120 to start the match.

In game two, Team BK won 
the second game by a score of 
374-352. Nothe continued bowl-
ing well by following up with a 
114. Mark Fitzpatrick of Team BK 
bowled a 104 in game two. 

In game three, Gutter Mouths 
got a victory over BK by a score 
of 366-350. Nothe finished with a 
series of 315, his high series of the 
season to go along with his high 
single game of 120. 

Total pinfall was won in favor 
Team BK, 1127-1099.

The Daft Kings bowled against 
Compression in the second week 
of round two. In game one, Daft 
Kings defeated Compression 
376-354. Matt Bertelli and Dave 
Cobleigh of Daft Kings bowled 
matching 104 games during game 
one. 

In game two, Compression got 
a victory over Daft Kings 359-350. 
In game three, Daft Kings won the 
last game 363-351. 

Final score was 1089-1064 in 
favor of Daft Kings. 

Diamond Junction Bowling 
Lanes is located at 1446 North 
Main St. and can be reached by 
calling 413-289-0013. 

 

Candlepin League News

Hardwick Co-Op 
hosts food and 
sock drives

HARDWICK – The Hardwick 
Farmers Co-Op, 444 Lower 
Road, will be collection food 
donations for the Tri-Parish Food 
Pantry and new socks to bene-
fit veterans through HomeFront 
Strong, now through Dec. 15.

People who bring in five non-
perishable food items during this 
time will receive 5% off their 
purchase that day.

For every two pairs of socks 
that you buy from Hardwick 
Farmers Co-Op, the Co-Op will 
donate a pair to HomeFront 
Strong. People may also bring in 
new men’s, women’s and chil-
dren’s sized socks to be donated 
to HomeFront Strong.

SOUTH HADLEY – Pioneer 
Valley Performing Arts Charter 
Public School has reopened 
the application for the current 
2024/2025 school year for grades 
seven, nine, 10 and 11. 

A special lottery will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 17, with accept-
ed students beginning to attend 
PVPA at the beginning of the sec-
ond semester, on or around Jan. 
23, 2025.

PVPA offers  an arts-fo-
cused, college preparatory edu-
cation, with over 70 arts class-
es in dance, music, theater and 
visual arts available to students 
in grades seven-12. As a pub-
lic charter school, enrollment 
in PVPA is free and open to all 
Massachusetts students, no audi-
tion is required. 

If  more applications are 
received than spaces available, 
admission will be determined by 
the lottery on Dec. 17.

Applications can be submitted 
until the deadline on Dec. 15 at 
11:59 p.m. Applications are avail-
able at www.pvpa.org/admis-
sions.org. 

The lottery will be open to the 
public via a Zoom link that will 
be shared on the PVPA website, 
and emailed to all applicants.

While most grades are current-
ly full, PVPA has identified open-
ings in grades seven and nine. 
Applicants for grades 10 and 11 
will be included in the lottery if 

openings are available and the 
waitlists for those grades are 
exhausted. 

All applicants will be notified 
by email at least a week prior to 
the lottery.  

The applications for the 
2025/2026 school year, open to 
all grades seven-12, will open 
Nov. 1.

All interested families are 
welcome to visit the school for a 
tour. Available dates and registra-
tion can be found at www.pvpa.
org/admissions.

PVPA is a publicly funded 
charter school authorized by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, enroll-
ing students in grades seven-12. 
PVPA offers a college prepara-
tory curriculum that provides all 
students with a broad exposure to 
the performing arts programs. 

Per  MA Genera l  Laws, 
Chapter 76: Section 5, shall not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, religion, 
creed, sex, ethnicity, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, mental 
or physical disability, age, ances-
try, athletic performance, special 
need, proficiency in the English 
language or academic achieve-
ment.

Please contact PVPA by 
emailing admissions@pvpa.org 
with any further questions. 

PVPA to hold supplemental 
lottery to fill openings

PALMER—The Bays ta te 
Wing Hospital Auxiliary is cur-
rently selling their January 2025 
Lotto Calendars. The one-month 
calendar, which costs $5 each or 
3 for $10. Drawings will begin on 
Feb. 3.

For over 65 years the Baystate 
Wing Hospital Auxiliary has been 
actively supporting local health-
care through its sponsorship of 
special events and sales from the 
Baystate Wing Hospital Gift Shop 
located on the first floor of the 
hospital.

The calendars are on sale at the 

Baystate Wing Hospital gift shop. 
Funds raised by the annual Lotto 
Calendars support the Auxiliary’s 
scholarship program and their 
philanthropic efforts that benefit 
Baystate Wing Hospital. 

Whether looking for some-
thing special for a patient, a gift 
for a special occasion, or an item 
for the home, the Baystate Wing 
Hospital Gift Shop offers many 
unique, hand-selected items. For 
more information about the Lotto 
Calendar visit the gift shop locat-
ed on the first floor of the hospital 
or call 413-370-8169. 

Baystate Wing Auxiliary selling 
Lotto calendars

WARE – A Holiday Craft Fair 
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 7 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Ware 
Junior Senior High School gym.

Admission is free and food is 
available to purchase. There will 
be over 50 vendors, fundraising 

and raffles.
This is a very exciting one-

day shopping event of handcraft-
ed, homemade, home baked, and 
one of a kind treasurers made by 
local talent. 

Holiday Craft Fair to be held Dec. 7
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Warren Police Log

public safety
Ware Police Log

During the week of Nov. 
10-17 ,  the  War ren  Po l i ce 
Department responded to 153 
building/property checks, 61 com-
munity policings, 17 emergency 
911 calls, four motor vehicle acci-
dents, one trespasser, one illegal 
dumping, one animal call and 16 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Warren.

Sunday, Nov. 10
4 :32  p .m .  D i s tu rbance /

Disorderly, A Street,  Peace 
Restored

Monday, Nov. 11
12:55 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Bemis Road, Transported to 
Hospital

1:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Grove Street, Gone on 
Arrival

8:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, Nov. 12
2:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Grove Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Wednesday, Nov. 13
8:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Criminal Complaint
12:48 p.m. Harassment, Old 

West Brookfield Road, Report 
Filed

7:36 p.m. Harassment, Milton 
O. Fountain Way, Report Filed

7:36 p.m. Seizures, Jones 
Street, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Nov. 14
4 : 2 5  p . m .  T r e s p a s s e r 

or  Prowler,  Gi lber t  Road, 
Investigated

Friday, Nov. 15
7:34 a.m. Bleeding,  Old 

Douglas Road, Transported to 
Hospital

3:25 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
Old West Warren Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

6:10 p.m. Falls, Chapel Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Nov. 16
8:57 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Milton O. Fountain Way, Citation 
Issued

9:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Report Filed

12:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Little Rest Road, No 
Fire Service Necessary
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.
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Korzec said the task force 
has received the healthcare 
needs survey from Ware and the 
2022 Community Health Needs 
Assessment from Baystate Wing 
Hospital. She said the CHNA is 
a federally funded assessment 
that determines the healthcare 
needs of the communities.

“We are close to being 
approved for having one for this 

area,” she said. 
Korzec said the town of 

Hardwick was not includ-
ed in the 2022 CHNA, which 
covered the towns of Ware, 
Palmer, Monson, Wilbraham, 
Belchertown and Ludlow.

“We were never even con-
sidered when these things were 
done,” she said. 

With the completion of the 
CHNA, the town will be eligible 
to apply for a number of grant 
opportunities.

Korzec said she met with the 
CEO of Point32Health, a private 
equity group that has bought 
out insurance groups such as 
Harvard Pilgrim and Tufts, in 
addition to Health New England, 
a subsidiary of Baystate Health.

“This is going to create some 
challenges for healthcare in our 
area if we don’t make sure what-
ever we design gets covered by 
their plans,” she said in terms 
of creating a rural healthcare 
model.

This model would require a 
3,000 square foot building to 
include a small urgent care, sat-
ellite pharmacy, triage, van and 
satellite units, emergency per-
sonnel, strategic placement of 
AEDs and more. Korzec said she 
has discussed the creation of a 
satellite pharmacy with CVS. 

“We’re building a complete 
rural model because we will not 
have a hospital to depend on,” 
she said.

TASK FORCE from page 3

Guard your government-issued 
numbers. Never offer your Medicare 
ID number, Social Security number, 
health plan info, or banking infor-
mation to anyone you don’t know.

Go directly to official websites. 
If you want to make changes to 
your healthcare plan, go directly to 
Medicare.gov, Healthcare.gov, or 
your employer’s health insurance 
provider. Don’t click on links in 
suspicious messages. 

Contact your employer directly. 
If you receive an unexpected email 
about benefits policies, ask your 
employer about it before you click 
on anything to make sure it’s legit-
imate. 

Find more consumer tips at 
BBB.org.

SCAMS from page 4

Haight said at this time, 
indigenous people’s sites have 
not been included on the story 
map due to the lack of data.

“We don’t have enough good 
information at this point,” Haight 
said. “When we do updates…it 
think that’s an issue that maybe 
the town would like to acknowl-
edge.”

She said the story map will 
be updated each year, and will 
include listings for local busi-
nesses. Active schools, including 
Hardwick Elementary School 
and Eagle Hill School, will not 
be included on the map due to 
safety and security measures. 

Haight said there are also 
a lot of private residences that 

are of historic significance to 
the town, that could possibly be 
included on the map.

Special election date
A special election to vote on 

the debt exclusion for the pur-
chase of a new firetruck will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, 
with polling hours from noon-
6 p.m. at Hardwick Elementary 
School, 76 School House Drive, 
Gilbertville. 

Recognition of citizen
The board presented Jacob 

Stukuls with a certificate of 
appreciation for this dedicat-
ed service to the town and his 
work at the Hardwick Recycling 
Center.

“On behalf of the town of 

Hardwick, do we present this 
gesture of gratitude with great 
admiration,” Kemp read from the 
certificate.

Appointment
The board appointed George 

Barroso to the position of work-
ing foreman on the Highway 
Department. 

MVP grant
Vollheim said he and Town 

Administrator Justine Caggiano 
are applying for a Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness grant 
in order to hire a grant writer 
and to install air conditioning 
and solar panels at Hardwick 
Elementary School, which is 
also the town’s emergency shel-
ter.

He said expressions of inter-

est have been accepted by the 
MVP grant program and they 
will know more about the appli-
cation process in the spring. 

Holiday events
The Police Department will 

hold a toy drive on Sunday, 
Dec. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
South Barre Rod & Gun Club, 
and Christmas on the Common 
will be held the same day, start-
ing at 3 p.m. with a parade from 
Korzec’s farm on Barre Road to 
the common.

Poinsettias
Kemp thanked everyone who 

has donated to purchase poinset-
tias to be delivered to the town’s 
senior citizens. 

PILOT from page 6

During the week of Nov. 10-19, 
the Ware Police Department 
responded to 13 miscellaneous 
calls, 16 administrative calls, nine 
traffic violations, 19 emergency 
911 calls, five harassments, seven 
motor vehicle accidents, three 
thefts/larcenies, three trespasses, 
seven damage/vandalisms, two 
safety hazards, three frauds, 11 
animal calls and 30 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Ware.

Sunday, Nov. 10
2:25 a.m. Damage/Vandalism, 

West Main Street, Investigated
8:31 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Gilbertvi l le  Road,  Services 
Rendered

3:57 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Route 9, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

6:25 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, North Street, Services 
Rendered

Monday, Nov. 11
10:48 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call ,  West Street,  Dispatch 
Handled

1:48 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Services 
Rendered

1:53 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Greenwich Road, Investigated

2:01 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Beaver Lake Road, Dispatch 
Handled

4:31 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 
Dale Street, Services Rendered

8:21 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Eagle Street, Services 
Rendered

9:05 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Pleasant Street, Services 
Rendered

Tuesday, Nov. 12
7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

South Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

10 a.m. Safety Hazard, Laurier 
Avenue, Removed Hazard

12:49 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, MassPike, Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency

12:51 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Gareau Avenue, Services 
Rendered

3:11 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Maple Street, Assist Given

5:21 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Babcock Tavern Road, Dispatch 
Handled

Wednesday, Nov. 13
3:53 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Upper Church Street, Dispatch 
Handled

9:43 a.m. Fraud/Deception, 
North Street, Services Rendered

12:58 p.m. Theft/Larceny, Otis 
Avenue, Report Made

4:05 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 
West Main Street, Advised

4:44 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Doane Road, Arrest Made

5:11 p.m. Theft/Larceny, Main 
Street, Report Made

Thursday, Nov. 14
12:54 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, South Street, Services 
Rendered

9:54 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
High Street, Services Rendered

Friday, Nov. 15
8:56 a.m. Damage/Vandalism, 

Babcock Tavern Road, Services 
Rendered

11:59 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Gould Road, Services 
Rendered

2:49 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Prospect Street, Report 
Made

3:47 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Services 
Rendered

Saturday, Nov. 16
11:39 a.m. Fraud/Deception, 

Palmer Road, Investigated
1:25 p.m. Harassment/Stalk, 

Walnut Street, Arrest Made
7:59 p.m. Harassment/Stalk, 

North Street, Services Rendered

8:30 p.m. Hazmat, North 
Street, Services Rendered

8:48 p.m. Damage/Vandalism, 
West Street, Report Made

10:53 p.m. Citation/Warning 
Issued

Sunday, Nov. 17
12:35 a.m. Damage/Vandalism, 

West Main Street,  Services 
Rendered

7:42 a.m. Harassment/Stalk, 
North Street, Services Rendered

9:10 a.m. Trespass, South 
Street, Assist Given

11:49 a.m. Damage/Vandalism, 
West Main Street, Investigated

Monday, Nov. 18
9:32 a.m. Damage/Vandalism, 

West Main Street, Report Made
9:58 a.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 

High Street, Services Rendered
12:24 p.m. Harassment/Stalk, 

North Street, Advised
2:46 p.m. Theft /Larceny, 

Church Street, Services Rendered
4:21 p .m.  Breaking and 

Entering, Convent Hill Road, 
Services Rendered

4:33 p.m. Damage/Vandalism, 
Otis Avenue, Services Rendered

Editor’s Note: People in 
this country are presumed 
to be innocent until found 
guilty in a court of law. 
Police provide us with the 
information you read on 
this page as public record 
information. If you or any 
suspect listed here is found 
not guilty or has charges 
dropped or reduced, we 
will gladly print that infor-
mation as a follow-up 
upon being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

WARE – Residents, business-
es, and surrounding community 
members are invited to provide 
input on the Town of Ware Hazard 
Mitigation Plan at a public meet-
ing on Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at the Ware 
Senior Center, 1 Robbins Road. 

Attendees will learn about what 
the Town is doing to prepare for 
natural hazards and the impacts 
of climate change and have the 
opportunity to share ideas and 
concerns.

The purpose of the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan is to assess 
Ware’s risks from natural hazards 
and climate change impacts, and 
provide an action plan to reduce 
the Town’s vulnerabilities. The 
Hazard Mitigation Plan is being 
completed by the Town with assis-
tance from the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission and is 
funded by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency.
Upon completion, the plan will 

be submitted to the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency 
and FEMA for review and approv-
al. A FEMA-approved HMP 
makes the community eligible for 
federal and state mitigation grant 
funding.

The meeting will include a 
discussion of natural hazards and 
climate impacts in Ware, and the 
hazard mitigation planning pro-
cess. Municipal officials and 
PVPC staff will be available to 
answer questions and respond to 
input about this project. 

The meeting provides an 
opportunity for community mem-
bers to share feedback that will 
be incorporated into the plan. All 
members of the public, represen-
tatives from surrounding commu-
nities, and other interested parties 

are invited to attend the event.
For more information about 

this event, please contact PVPC’s 
Mimi Kaplan at mkaplan@pvpc.
org or call 413-781-6045.

About the PVPC
Since 1962, the Pioneer Valley 

Planning Commission has been 
the designated regional plan-
ning body for the Pioneer Valley 
region, which encompasses 43 cit-
ies and towns in Hampden and 
Hampshire Counties. 

PVPC is the primary agency 
responsible for increasing com-
munication, cooperation, and 
coordination among all levels of 
government as well as the private 
business and civic sectors to ben-
efit the Pioneer Valley region and 
to improve its residents’ quality 
of life.

Town to hold public engagement 
event for Hazard Mitigation Plan

CHICOPEE –  WestMass 
ElderCare is proud to announce 
its continued partnership with the 
Knights of Columbus to bring 
Thanksgiving meals to those in 
need. 

For the 47th year, the Knights 
of Columbus will open their din-
ing room at the Castle of Knights 
in Chicopee from noon-2 p.m. 
on Thanksgiving Day to serve a 
free, hearty Thanksgiving dinner. 
Additionally, meals will be deliv-
ered to individuals who are unable 
to leave their homes from 8 a.m.-
noon.

This cherished tradition wel-
comes everyone, with no ques-
tions asked. “Come one, come all” 
is the message behind the initia-
tive, which has been serving thou-
sands of people each year. Before 
COVID-19, the event served as 
many as 3,400 people, and while 
participation dipped slightly last 
year, the organizers expect a sig-
nificant increase this year, espe-
cially as families grapple with ris-
ing food prices.

The Knights of Columbus 
work tirelessly year-round to 
make this event possible, hold-
ing fundraisers to ensure that 

the Thanksgiving meal, which 
includes over 1,000 pounds of tur-
key and all the classic fixings, is 
fully funded.

Ron Grenier, Grand Knight of 
the Knights of Columbus, shared 
his enthusiasm for the event, 
saying, “We look forward to it 
all year. All of us here feel great 
about it. More people in our orga-
nization get together to help out. 
We have a great time doing it.”

“We are honored to be part 
of such a long-standing tradition 
that brings comfort and commu-
nity to so many,” said Lisa Lovell, 
Director of Nutrition at WestMass 
ElderCare. “The Knights of 
Columbus’ generosity is inspir-
ing, and together, we’re able to 
reach people across the region 
to ensure they feel cared for this 
Thanksgiving.”

For those unable to attend in 
person, meal deliveries are avail-
able within the community. To 
order a meal for delivery, please 
contact the Knights of Columbus 
by calling 413-533-0938 or 
WestMass ElderCare at 413-538-
9020 by Nov. 20. 

If you would like to volun-
teer to help deliver meals, please 

contact the WestMass ElderCare 
Nutrition Department.

This annual event is a testa-
ment to the strength of the com-
munity and the dedication of those 
committed to ensuring every-
one can enjoy a warm meal this 
Thanksgiving.

About WestMass ElderCare
WestMass ElderCare (has 

been serving the needs of older 
adults, individuals with disabili-
ties, and their caregivers in west-
ern Massachusetts for 50 years. 
Through its comprehensive ser-
vices, WMEC aims to support 
individuals in maintaining their 
independence and dignity at home 
and in the community.

About Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is 

a Catholic fraternal organiza-
tion dedicated to serving com-
munities through charitable ini-
tiatives. Each year, the Knights 
host events to support local fam-
ilies, including their long-stand-
ing Thanksgiving meal service in 
Chicopee.

WestMass ElderCare partners to 
serve free Thanksgiving dinner

WARE – Now through May 
31, 2025, veterans of the U.S. 
armed services can enjoy a 
homemade lunch for free at the 
Ware Senior Center, 1 Robbins 
Road.

This meals are provided by 
the generosity of former Ware 
Selectboard member John 
Morrin, the Ware Veteran Fund 
and the Ware Veterans Carnival. 

For veterans to take advan-
tage of this offer they must call 
the Ware Senior Center 413-

967-9645 by noon the business 
day before they wish to come 
for lunch and place their name 
on the list. Meals are served 
daily, Monday through Friday 
from 11:30 a.m.-noon.

Menus and more infor-
mation are available on the 
Council on Aging page of 
townofware.com or by stopping 
by the Ware Senior Center, 1 
Robbins Road, Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Veterans eat lunch free 
at Ware Senior Center
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River NewsDeath notices
Lagimoniere, Elizabeth 
Blanche
Died Nov. 20, 2024
Services Dec. 12, 2024

Rohan, Richard Bryant
Died Nov. 20, 2024
Services Dec. 7, 2024

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Long piece of squared 

timber
  5. Emaciation
 10. “Bewitched” boss Larry
 14. Combining form meaning 

“different”
 15. Current unit equal to 10 

amperes
 16. Older
 17. Large, stocky lizard
 18. Ringworm
 19. Actor Pitt
 20. Indian hand clash 

cymbals
 22. Data at rest
 23. Jeweled headdress
 24. Indicators of when 

stories were written
 27. Check
 30. Cigarette (slang)
 31. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 32. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 35. Delivered a speech
 37. A place to bathe
 38. Postmen deliver it
 39. Surface in geometry

 40. More (Spanish)
 41. __ and Venzetti
 42. Exclamation at the end 

of a prayer
 43. Hawaiian dish
 44. Aggressively proud men
 45. Fellow
 46. Mark Wahlberg comedy
 47. Mock
 48. When you expect to get 

somewhere
 49. Songs
 52. Pair of small hand drums
 55. Play
 56. Sword
 60. Evergreens and shrubs 

genus
 61. Filmed
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 65. Pores in a leaf
 66. U. of Miami mascot 

is one
 67. Snakelike fishes
 68. Pretended to be
 69. Body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Piece of felted material
  2. Ancient Greek City
  3. Aquatic plant
  4. Potentially harmful 

fungus (Brit. sp.)
  5. Body art (slang)
  6. One who follows the rules
  7. Ordinary
  8. Honorably retired from 

assigned duties and 
retaining one’s title

  9. Relaxing space
 10. Japanese socks
 11. Indian city
 12. Rip
 13. Icelandic book
 21. Satisfies
 23. Where golfers begin
 25. Small amount
 26. Snag
 27. Determine the sum of
 28. A distinctive smell
 29. Exposed to view
 32. Stain or blemish
 33. Small loop in embroidery
 34. River herring genus

 36. Large beer
 37. Deep, red-brown sea 

bream
 38. Partner to cheese
 40. At a deliberate pace
 41. Gurus
 43. Of each
 44. Angry
 46. Popular beverage
 47. Flower cluster
 49. Blocks
 50. Those who benefitted 

from efforts of relatives 
(slang)

 51. Polio vaccine developer
 52. A (usually) large and 

scholarly book
 53. Popular soap ingredient
 54. NBAer Bradley
 57. Popular movie about 

a pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Not a sure thing
 61. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 62. Father

older than Lewis, each sharing a 
Feb. 14 birthdate. 

By the early 1840s, Lewis’s 
health went on a great decline 
and he sought the help of his 
uncle, Jabez Smith, who was a 
farmer in Wilmington, Vermont. 
Lewis lived there while he recov-
ered and helped with the farm-
work. 

“Working on his uncle and 
cousin’s farm reintroduced him 
to farming,” Higginbottom said. 
“Farming was something he real-
ly wanted to do.”

As his health returned, so 
did Lewis to the tanning busi-
ness; living and working in 
Hubbardston from 1843-1851. 

“It was stressful for his health, 
and he developed migraines, 
which he had for the rest of his 
life,” Higginbottom said. 

It was here that Lewis faced 
conflict with his church’s minis-
ter, who was very strict.

“The conflict with the minis-
ter led to psychological conflict 
and he sunk to a low point, where 
he may have considered suicide,” 
Higginbottom said. 

Lewis recorded his marriage 
to Abby Louisa Kemp on Aug. 
14, 1845 with an entry in his 
journal that stated, “I am now 

a married man and I am placed 
under new obligation,” a week 
after the two were wedded.

In 1848 the couple welcomed 
their only child, a son, Collins 
Winslow Lewis. Higginbottom 
said it is likely that Collins was 
born with a cleft palate.

She said Collins left home 
when he was in his 20s and nei-
ther of his parents ever had con-
tact with him again. 

Lewis gave up tanning in 
1851 and moved to Barre. It was 
around this time that the Lewis 
family took in Abby’s niece (also 
named Abby), after her parents 
died when she was 7 years old.

In 1855, Lewis started a book 
lending business, carting novels 
throughout the towns of Barre, 
Petersham, New Braintree and 
Hardwick. Books were lent out 
for 10 cents each. 

Lewis’ detailed journals 
helped Higginbottom and Craven 
collect valuable data about what 
books were popular at the time, 
and who was reading them. One 
of the most in demand nov-
els was “12 Years a Slave” by 
Solomon Northup.

“We discovered most of 
his customers were women,” 
Higginbottom said. 

Lewis and his family relied 
heavily on supplemental income, 

with Lewis seating chairs, haying 
and farming, and Abby sewing 
bed ticks. The couple also took in 
peddlers as boarders.

In 1857 Lewis bought his first 
cows and started a milk route, 
logging in his journal, “Went to 
an auction and bought a cow. The 
first I ever owned.”

“He had a five mile milk 
route in Barre year-round using 
a wheelbarrow,” Higginbottom 
said. 

In 1860 Lewis bought his 
first farm on West Street, locat-
ed on land that is now part of 
Stone Cow Brewery. His farm 
was about half of the average size 
of a farm in the town at 34 acres 
and cost $1,650. 

“What he did with it was 
astonishing,” Higginbottom said 
of the farm.

Lewis continued to keep 
detailed records of his life, not-
ing how much milk each cow 
produced, including the cow’s 
names.

“There were many Lucy’s,” 
Higginbottom said, which was 
the name of Lewis’ sister.

Lewis also kept a journal to 
record his pear tree orchard, com-
plete with a map of all 174 trees.

In 1871, C.H. Osgood built 
the first of two “glass house” 
greenhouses on the Lewis farm, 

and the couple added the sale 
of plants and flowers, as well as 
eggs and poultry, to the farm’s 
offerings. 

Lewis ’  wi fe  Abby  was 
incredibly fond of flowers, 
Higginbottom said, and had won 
many awards at the town’s agri-
cultural fair. She died on Feb. 6, 
1894, followed by her husband 
on Feb. 5, 1897.

“William was 77 when he 
died,” Higginbottom said. 

After his wife’s death, Lewis 
was cared for by his best friend, 
James N. Patterson and his 
wife. When he died, his person-
al effects were entrusted to his 
friends, which is how they ended 
up in Frank Patterson’s posses-
sion. 

The couple is buried in Glen 
Valley Cemetery on Valley Road 
in Barre.

Lewis’ obituary, which was 
printed in the Barre Gazette on 
Feb. 12, 1897, paid homage to 
his journal writing: “It was his 
custom to keep a written account 
of his daily life and actions, and 
after his death his executor found 
a small trunk in which was near-
ly one hundred pass books each 
closely written, and covering the 
every-day life of this singular 
man for nearly fifty years.”

LEWIS from page 4

Elizabeth Blanche 
Lagimoniere, 70

W A R E 
–  E l i z a b e t h 
B l a n c h e 
L a g i m o n i e r e , 
70 of Ware, died 
i n  t h e  m o r n -
i n g  h o u r s  o f 
Wednesday, Nov. 
20, 2024, in her 
home with her 
family with her.

She leaves her four children, Robert 
Lagimoniere and his wife Jennifer 
of Springfield, Michael Lagimoniere 
and his wife Kayla of Columbus, 
Mississippi, Angel Lagimoniere of 
Ware, and Mark Lagimoniere and his 
wife Meghan of Ware; 14 grandchildren, 
Patrick, Kenny III, Cassie, Amanda, 
Tyler, Andrew, Joe, Xavier, Majka, 
Kazmiryr, Brynn, Sophia, Taylor and 
Samantha, and three great-grandchil-
dren, Michael, Kenzly, and Thomas. 
She also leaves her sister, Kathy of 
Columbus, Mississippi. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, Kenneth 
Lagimoniere, Sr. in 2022, her son 
Kenneth Lagimoniere, Jr., as well as her 
brother Robert Becker and infant sister 
Cheryl Becker.

Elizabeth worked in the mills in 
Ware in her younger years, and later as 
a clerk at Dollar Tree and as a manager 
at Family Dollar. She was dedicated to 

loving and supporting her family mem-
bers and took pride in her work. 

Over the years, she held the title of 
Treasurer, Secretary, and Chaplain of 
the American Legion Auxiliary Post 123 
in Ware. She is a fondly remembered 
CCD teacher at the former Mt. Carmel 
Church and found much spiritual pur-
pose in her role. 

She enjoyed playing cards, caring 
for her puppies, and decorating custom 
cakes for the people she loved.  She 
took joy in spending time with her many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
reading them books, and playing games. 

Elizabeth adored cardinals, believing 
them to be a symbol of hope and love 
from departed family members.

A Funeral Service for Elizabeth will 
be held on Thursday, Dec. 12 at 6 p.m.  
In the Charbonneau Funeral Home, 30 
Pleasant St., in Ware.  Calling hours will 
be held in the funeral home from 4-6 
p.m. prior to the service.   

An online tribute book is available at 
charbonneaufh.com.

WARE – Richard 
Bryant Rohan ,89, of 
Ware passed away 
peacefully on Nov. 20 
in the comfort of his 
home surrounded by 
his family.  

Richard was born 
July 20,1935, to the 
la te  Wil l iam and 
Mabel (Clark) Rohan, 
he was the youngest of two broth-
ers and two sisters and he was 5 
years old when the family moved 
from the town of Enfield in the 
Quabbin. He graduated from Ware 
High School in 1954 and served 
his country honorably in the 
United States Air Force during the 
Vietnam Conflict where he was 
a First-Class certified airman air-
plane mechanic. 

He was a stand out three sport 
athlete at Ware High School 
and also played on the traveling 
baseball team for the Air Force. 
Richard retired from the Monsanto 

Corporation as a lab 
a n a l y s t  w h e r e  h e 
worked many years. 

Richard was a lov-
ing family man who 
enjoyed spending sum-
mers at the Cape with 
his family and farming 
with his family and 
friends. He was a mem-
ber of the Foundry AC 

Club and the Ware Grange. He was 
an avid supporter of all the New 
England sports teams. 

He leaves his beloved wife of 66 
years Martha Maxine (Reynolds) 
Rohan. His daughter Maeve 
O’Brien and Richard Durepo; 
sons Sean and Cullen Rohan; 
granddaughters Ashlinn Ellis and 
her husband Dustin and Annie 
Dobbins and her husband Jeremy; 
great grandsons Keegan and 
Tucker Dobbins; Grandson Charles 
Chabot. He also leaves a nephew, 
Eric Kmiec and his wife Jennifer; 
his niece Donna Rohan as well 

as several cousins and family in 
Vermont, along with close friends, 
Christian Felix and family. Richard 
was preceded by his grandson, 
Andrew O’Brien; his brothers 
William and Donald Rohan; his sis-
ters Catherine Kmiec and Mildred 
Rohan; uncle Carol Rohan and 
nieces Paula and Debbie Rohan. 

Richard’s family would like 
to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
Baystate Hospice for the compas-
sionate care they provided him. 

A Celebration of Life Service 
for Richard will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 7, 2024, at 11 a.m. at the 
United Church of Ware, 49 Church 
St. Richard’s burial will be held 
privately by his family.  

In l ieu of f lowers please 
make donations in his memory 
to: Baystate Hospice, 30 Capital 
Drive, West Springfield, MA 
01089.  Ludlow Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with his arrange-
ments.

Richard Bryant Rohan, 89

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

From the desk of 
Colleen Mucha, 

Superintendent of Quabbin 
Regional School District

BARRE – Celebrate our stu-
dents and their strengths with us!

The Quabbin Regional High 
School Unified Basketball Team 
has had a wonderful season where 
the stands have been filled with 
parents, families, teachers and 
staff, fellow student athletes, 
and friends. QRHS was recently 
awarded the following recogni-
tion:

“Congratulations to Quabbin 
Regional High School for receiv-
ing National Banner recognition 
from Special Olympics North 
America! Your school has been 
selected from a national certify-
ing body for achieving standards 
of excellence in the areas of 
inclusion, advocacy and respect! 
The athletes, partners, students, 
coaches, volunteers, teachers, staff 
and administration at Quabbin 
Regional HS have all played key 
roles in creating a social climate 
where everyone feels included and 
respected for who they are. We 
are honored to have such a strong 
and fully inclusive school as yours 
recognized for the hard work 
and dedication you demonstrate 

daily to continuously grow and 
strengthen your program.  Your 
school and leadership team are a 
model for other schools, and we 
look forward to new heights you 
will reach tomorrow and in years 
to come!

 You are 1 of only 19 schools 
in Massachusetts and among 202 
schools nationwide to achieve this 
status for the 2023-24 school year. 
Well done, Quabbin Regional 
High School!”

The Quabbin Regional Unified 
Basketball team has 22 athletes 
all with a variety of strengths and 
skills that they bring to the team. 

Some of the strengths of our 
players are as follows: Kylie has 
an insane outside shot, and Johnny 
has fierce defensive tactics. Chad 
has a fast pass and an eye for 
open players. Ryan is strong to 
the hoop and Emma is our anthem 
specialist. Hemily has a nose for 
the ball while Simon is a master 
of the underhand layup. Tyler has 
become a crowd favorite, and his 
shooting percentage is through the 
roof this year. Chris is always pos-
itive and comes to every game and 
practice with a giant smile on his 
face. 

We can’t say enough about our 
partners to the athletes. Most par-
ticipate in other sports during the 

winter and spring seasons and are 
integral to the success of the pro-
gram. 

Their enthusiasm for the pro-
gram is contagious - both on and 
off the court. 

Walter Nutter, Oakham School 
Committee member shared, 
“Watching these athletes compete, 
in their own joyful way, is entirely 
heartwarming. These kids have so 
much fun, and are filled with pride 
when they make a basket, raising 
their hands in the air and sporting 
a thousand megawatt smile. They 
are tuned into the crowd and look 
to see us cheering when they make 
a play. They happily share the ball 
with both their own teammates 
and opponents too. They don’t get 
caught up on the score, they sim-
ply want to play. Their excitement 
is contagious.” 

Our banner will be delivered to 
us soon and we plan to celebrate 
with our entire school community. 
We hope you will join us to rec-
ognize our inclusive athletic pro-
gramming. Be on the lookout for 
more information from the district 
in the upcoming weeks.

We are proud of you Quabbin 
Regional Middle High School 
for your ability to truly see one 
another and celebrate each other’s 
strengths. Stay Unified! 

QRSD celebrates Unified 
Basketball team’s season

Fans cheer on Quabbin Regional High School’s Unified Basketball team.

A basketball player prepares to 
take a shot at the hoop.

Players use teamwork to score points.Players run down the court during a bas-
ketball game. 
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Don-
ald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S 
BOOKKEEPING

 SERVICES
Call (413) 455-4020

Email: 
jmbookkeeping24@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING

SNOW PLOWING
Residential, commercial 

and business. 413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374. 

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER/WARE-
HOUSE for deliveries in Western 
Mass area. Qualifications include: 
clean driving record; ability to lift heavy 
weights; stable job history; good com-
munication skills; high work standards 
& strong self-organizational skills. Ap-
ply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 9am-
12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey Walk-
er Street (Rte 21) Belchertown.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Town of Warren
Tax Classification 

Public Hearing
In accordance with MGL 

Chapter 40, Section 56, the 
Board of Selectmen will hold 
a tax classification hearing 
on Thursday, December 
5, 2024, at 6:00p.m. at the 
Shepard Municipal Building, 
First Floor, Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room located at 
48 High Street, Warren. 
The Board of Selectmen 
will meet with the Board of 

Assessors to hold a public 
hearing to consider the tax 
allocation options available 
to the Town under proper-
ty tax classification.  The 
Board will determine to have 
a single or split tax rate and 
whether to adopt an open 
space discount , a residen-
tial exemption, and small 
commercial  exemption.  
Taxpayers are invited to pres-
ent oral or written testimony 
at the hearing.  Any written 
testimony should be emailed 

to selectmen@warren-ma.
gov or mailed to the Board 
of Selectmen, P.O. Box 609, 
Warren, MA 01083 by no 
later than 4:00pm on the day 
of the hearing.
11/21, 11/28/2024

Town of Hardwick 
Board of Health

Notice of Public Hearing
The Board of Health of 

the Town of Hardwick will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss proposed updates to the 
town’s Well Regulations.

Date: December 12, 
2024

Time: 6:45 PM
Location: 
Myron E. Richardson 
Municipal Building
307 Main Street, 
Gilbertville, MA
Purpose: The purpose 

of this hearing is to gather 
public input on the proposed 
changes to the well regu-
lations, which include new 
requirements for well con-
struction, maintenance, water 
quality testing, and the per-
mitting process.

A copy of the Draft 
Regulations is available upon 
request to boh@townofhard-

wick.com
All interested parties are 

encouraged to attend and 
provide their input. Written 
comments may also be 
submitted to the Board of 
Health office at the Myron 
E. Richardson Municipal 
Building or via email at 
boh@townofhardwick.com

For more information, 
please contact the Board of 
Health Administrative Clerk 
at (413) 477-6197 x 108.

By Order of
Board of Health

Town of Hardwick, MA
11/21, 11/28/2024

MORTGAGEE’S
 SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by ADCC100, 
LLC to Crowd Lending 
Fund One, LLC, dated June 
14, 2024 and  recorded at 
Hampshire County Registry 
of Deeds on June 17, 2024, 
in Book No. 15159, at Page 
318, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present 
holder Crowd Lending Fund 
One, LLC, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage 

and for the purpose of fore-
closing same will be sold at 
public auction at 2:00 PM, 
on December 17, 2024 on 
the mortgaged premises 
being known as 32-34 South 
Street, Ware, MA, being all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage 
to wit:

A certain tract or par-
cel of land, with building(s) 
located thereon, situated on 
the easterly side of South 
Street in said Ware, in the 
County of  Hampshire , 
Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows: 

BEGINNING at  the 
Northwesterly corner of land 
formerly of Willard Gage; 

thence Northerly on said 
South Street seventy-four 
(74) feet, more or less, to the 
Southeasterly corner of land 
now or formerly of Samuel 
Walker; 

thence East twenty-four 
(24) degrees South one hun-
dred (100) feet; 

thence South eighteen 
{18) degrees forty 140) min-
utes West seventy four (74) 
feet and to the land now or 
formerly of Gage; 

thence West eighteen (18) 
degrees North to land now or 

formerly of said Gage one 
hundred (100) feet to the 
place of beginning.

Being the same premises 
as conveyed to the mortgagor 
by deed of Depina & Saintil 
investment LLC, dated 
May 24, 2024, recorded on 
June 17, 2024 at Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book No. 15159, at Page 
313.

The above described 
premises  wil l  be sold 
SUBJECT TO and with the 
benefit of all restrictions, 
easements, covenants, con-
ditions, building and zoning 
laws, to any and all unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, water and 
sewer charges, municipal or 
other public taxes, assess-
ments or liens, rights of ten-
ants and parties in posses-
sion, if any. 

TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of $7,500.00 

DOLLARS shall be required 
to be made to the mortgag-
ee in cash, by certified or 
by cashier’s check at the 
time and place of the sale 
as a deposit. The success-
ful bidder will be required 
to execute an Auction Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the bidding. 

The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid in cash, by 
certified check, by cashier’s 
check, or other check satis-
factory to Mortgagee’s attor-
ney within thirty (30) days 
thereafter at the offices of 
BARSH AND COHEN, P.C., 
Attorneys for the Mortgagee, 
500 Turnpike Street Suite 
201, Canton, MA 02021, in 
exchange for which and at 
such time and place, the deed 
shall be delivered to the pur-
chaser for recording. 

The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to amend the fore-
going terms of sale by writ-
ten or oral announcement 
made before the auction sale, 
during the sale thereof or at 
the commencement of or 
during any postponed sale, 
the right to bid at the sale, to 
reject any and all bids, and to 
postpone the sale up until the 
time the property is declared 
sold by the auctioneer.  

The description of the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in 
the event of an error in the 
Notice of Mortgagee’s Sale 
or its publication.

OTHER TERMS TO BE 
ANNOUNCED AT THE 
TIME AND PLACE OF 

THE SALE.
Dated: November 17, 2024

(signed:) Crowd Lending 
Fund One, LLC

Present Holder of said 
Mortgage

By its Attorneys,
Barsh and Cohen, P.C.

Neil Cohen, Esquire
Attorney for the Mortgagee

500 Turnpike Street 
Suite 201, 

Canton, MA 02021
(617) 332-4700

11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2024

TOWN OF WARE
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
The Selectboard will 

conduct a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, December 17, 
2024, at 6:40 p.m., in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA, 
to hear a dangerous dog 
complaint regarding one dog 
owned by a resident of 8 
Desantis Drive, Ware, MA. 

 All interested parties are 
invited to attend. 

Nancy Talbot, Chair
Selectboard

11/28/2024

public notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

enjoyed reviewing were all the photographs and portfolios of 
all the memories formed at the Barre/Hardwick Senior Center.

Many of the seniors were scrolling through all the binders 
to find some old friends and family members. The two pool 
tables were covered up for a display of all the highlights and 
events that have occurred at the Senior Center or highlights of 
members of the Senior Center and the two communities. 

One of the group photos was a group of the Barre Golden 
Age Chorus back in the early 1980s. There was also a newspa-
per article on Bill Robinson going skiing in Barre. 

Another article featured in one of the binders was about the 
Council on Aging sponsoring the walking club. This club fea-
tured seniors taking walks at Quabbin Regional High School. 

Nov. 19, 2004, was the grand opening of the Barre/
Hardwick Senior Center and it was only appropriate for the 
center to host its 20th anniversary on the very day in 2024. 
Twenty years later the Barre/Hardwick Senior Center is going 
strong and has a lot in store moving forward. 

The Senior Center is getting ready to host its Thanksgiving 
meal on Nov. 26 and there will also be a Christmas party on 
Dec. 3. 

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center provides services 
to senior citizens from the towns of Barre and Hardwick. 
Recently, the Senior Center has added a new health & wellness 
room.  

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center is located at 557 South 
Barre Road in Barre. The senior center can be contacted by 
calling 978-355-5004 or emailing coa@townofbarre.com. 

Photos and memories were 
displayed during the Senior 

Center’s 20th anniversary 
celebration. 

One of the billiards tables had dozens of photographs of seniors enjoying their fun events 
throughout the year. 

A story of Bill Robinson hitting the ski slopes in Barre. 

The recognition certificate awarded to the Senior 
Center back in 2004 was displayed during the 20th 
anniversary celebration.

A front page article of the Barre Gazette recorded the grand opening of the 
Senior Center back in 2004. 

The Barre/Hardwick Senior Center had binders of photos and articles 
highlighting all the many years of events and memories that many 
seniors today remember. 

Many seniors reviewed the binders and books to find some 
old friends and family members who have graced their 
presence at the Senior Center. 

This photograph 
showed the Barre 
Golden Age Chorus 
from 1980-1982. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

CELEBRATE from page 1
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

BLACK NOVEMBER!!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

WEST BROOKFIELD - RENTAL $1,900
West Brookfield, single Ranch. 
2 bedrooms and one full bath. 
Located in a very private location. 
This home has recently been 
remodeled. Fireplace in living-room 
and laundry hook-up in the basement. 
Electric heat throughout home. Tenant pays utilities, cable & trash 
removal.  First and last month’s rent required. Home is ready for 
immediate occupancy. Contact me for more information.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA® Premium 
Performance Synthetic 
Blend Motor Oil
5 qt.

$2049
/each

SAVE
UP TO

46%

1 qt. 10W30, 0W16, 
5W30, 5W20, 0W20

$429
/each

NAPA® 
Full Synthetic
Motor Oil 5 qt.
10W30, 5W30, 5W20, 0W20, 0W16

Order online at FarmerMatt.com 
or call 508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order your 
Premium Holiday Roasts
Make your holiday gatherings truly special. From 
the luxurious tenderness of Tenderloin Roast to 
the mouthwatering richness of Prime Rib Roast, 
our premium cuts are the centerpiece your table 
deserves. Whether it’s a Standing Rib Roast for a 
grand feast or a Spoon Roast for a cozy meal, you’ll 
find the perfect roast to create cherished moments 
at home this holiday season.

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Step into history with this beautifully renovated 
farmhouse, originally built in 1817. Offering 12 rooms, 
4 bedrooms, and 2.5 bathrooms, this home features a 
spacious, cabinet-packed kitchen with an oversized 
island, granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances. The huge open dining room and fireplaced 
double living room create an inviting atmosphere. 
Enjoy the flexible floorplan, which includes a 3-bedroom in-law unit or utilize the expansive 
farmhouse as your own. Additional highlights include a second kitchen, 1st floor bedroom & 
full bath, a 1-car attached garage, new mini splits, fresh paint, and new flooring throughout. 
The outdoor space is a dream with a heated in-ground pool, beautiful patios w/ a built-in bar, 
out buildings, a large Quonset hut w/ an additional 1/2 bath & heated by a wood boiler, all set 
on 36+ subdividable acres with a gorgeous open field and wooded areas. Tantasqua school 
system! Convenient access to Boston, New York, CT, Worcester, and Springfield.  $679,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise... from $1499

MAY 23 
7-Night Bermuda Cruise... from $1699

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE 2025
Book now for Best Cabins! Deadlines soon…

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals
Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 

U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins

Always Buying
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands,

Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware,
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates

Gardner Rare Coins
18 Parker Street, Gardner

978-632-7123
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm

860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

JOIN THE FARMER MATT TEAM
Farmer Matt’s Restaurant is hiring a Lead Line Cook. Responsibilities 
include preparing ingredients, cooking meals to order, and 
maintaining a clean, organized kitchen. ServeSafe Manager 
certification is required, and previous kitchen experience is 
preferred. If you’re passionate about farm-to-table cooking and 
have a strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from you.

Apply by emailing your resume to hello@farmermatt.com.


