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WARE – Ware Soccer Club held its annual 
Summer Camp at Memorial Field last week, 
with a large group of young athletes learning 
and developing skills with the help of a team of 
coaches led by Herb Foley.

This is the fourth year the club has held 
the camp following a hiatus, and this year, the 
Summer Camp included an extra day as interest 
in the sport continues to grow.

“It’s gotten a little bigger and bigger,” Foley 
said of the soccer camp, with many returning 
players. “We want kids to come back and help 
out with the camp.”

Many of those players become coaches, like 
Jess Burke, who played in the Ware Soccer 
Club since she was a young child before play-
ing for Ware High School. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE –  Res ident  Kei th 
Kruckas said he has “a great con-
cern” with allowing Selectboard 
member Terrance Smith to vote on 
any town matters until the issue of 
his residency is resolved. 

At the Aug. 22 Selectboard 
meeting, Kruckas also ques-
tioned why a third person was 
not appointed to the Board of 
Registrars. 

Kruckas said in the six years he 
was on the Selectboard, he never 
heard about a third person need-
ing to be appointed to that board. 
Selectboard Chair and Town Clerk 

Nancy Talbot serves as an ex-of-
ficio member of the Board of 
Registrars, which has two other 
members.

“I find it a huge conflict and 
ethical thing to have the chair of 
the board overseeing any kind of 
hearing or participate in any kind 
of hearing to do with that,” he said.

Talbot said the vacancy on the 

Board of Registrars has been post-
ed on the town’s website since 
the third member resigned. The 
position needs to be appointed 
by the Selectboard, usually from 
candidates recommended by the 
Democratic Town Committee.

The town does not current-
ly have a Democratic Town 
Committee. Talbot said the position 

is open to any Democrat who is a 
registered voter in the town.

Talbot said an attorney will be 
present at the Aug. 28 hearing to 
help guide the Board of Registrars, 
following a complaint filed by 
Selectboard Vice-Chair  Josh 
Kusnierz. The hearing will deter-
mine whether Smith is eligible to 
serve as an elected or appointment 

official while he is temporarily liv-
ing out of town. 

Kruckas also discussed an audit 
being conducted of the Town Hall, 
something that has been ongoing 
for five months. He said the former 
accountant has been coming in on 
Saturdays since the audit began.

Residents voice concerns about town officials, hospital demo

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Representatives 
from Central  Massachuset ts 
Regional Planning Commission 
and the Center for Living and 
Working shared information gath-
ered from the town’s Americans 
wi th  Disabi l i t ies  Act  Sel f -
Evaluation and Transition Plan 

At the Board of Selectmen’s 
Aug. 22 meeting, CMRPC’s 
Connor Robichaud was joined by 
Mike Kennedy and Jim Mazik of 
the Center for Living and Working. 
Robichaud said CMRPC subcon-
tracts with the Center for Living 
and Working to help communities 
with these plans.

Robichaud said the work to 
complete this plan was funded 
through a grant received from the 
Massachusetts Office of Disability. 

K e n n e d y  i s  t h e  A D A 
Accessibility Specialist for the 
Center for Living and Working 
and he shared some of his find-
ings and recommendations from 
the self-evaluation. 

He said the town does not cur-
rently have a commission on dis-
ability, nor does it have record of 
previously having had one. He 
recommended the town establish a 
five-member commission.

Kennedy said Karen Dusty is 
listed as the ADA Coordinator 
on the Massachusetts Office of 
Disability website. He recommend-
ed that her position also be listed 
on the town’s website and bulletin 
board to be more accessible to res-
idents.

He said the town does have a 
nondiscrimination document, but 
it should also be posted for res-
idents to find easily. Kennedy 
also suggested creating an ADA 
Coordinator webpage with links to 
important documents.

Kennedy said the town has a 
general grievance procedure; but it 
has not adopted an ADA grievance 
procedure. 

Kennedy also recommended 
adding nondiscriminatory language 
to job descriptions.

“The job description should 
have some kind of statement say-
ing it’s an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not discrim-
inate on basis of disabilities and 
will provide reasonable accommo-
dations so they can do essential 
functions of the job,” he said. 

Kennedy said the town’s web-
site is accessible for those who use 
screen-readers.

Mazik outlined some of the 
areas in town that need changes 

Board hears results of 
ADA self-evaluation plan

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The 77th Annual Ware 
Grange Fair took place over the 
course of two days on Aug. 23 and 
24.

All events are run by the Grange 
and its faithful members. There was 
a total of 81 exhibitors, with 19 new 
exhibitors this year. The grange had 
a total of 347 entrants, 252 adult 
entrants, 95 youth entrants. 

There were 134 agricultur-
al entries and 213 non agriculture 
entries. 

Rosette winners: Massachusetts 
Depa r tmen t  o f  Agr i cu l tu re 
Resources - Special Agriculture 
Roset te  for  the  adul ts  was 
Blanche Carlson of Ware for the 
Vegetable Display. The first place 
Massachusetts Department of 
Agriculture Resources Special 
Agriculture Rosette for the youth 
was Lukka Hastings of Palmer for 
chicken eggs. 

Hastings proudly held his rib-
bon alongside the dozen of eggs he 
entered into the fair.  He is 7 years 
old and also won a prize for one of 

Ware Grange hosts its 77th annual fair

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Resident Judi 
Korzec gave the Select Board an 
update on a healthcare project 
she has been discussing with the 
Board of Health and others. 

At the Aug. 26 meeting, 
Korzec said there are five pillars 
to the project, which she hopes 
will bring healthcare to Hardwick 
and its surrounding towns.

These pillars include the 
demolition status of Mary Lane 
Hospital in Ware, the Gilbert 
Trust, the model for healthcare in 
the community, grant funding and 
location identification. 

“The Mary Lane demoli-
tion’s a really big deal,” she said. 
“When it was decided that Mary 
Lane was being brought down, it’s 
really interesting that Hardwick 
was not really brought into these 
discussions.”

Korzec said Baystate Health 
not only shut down Mary Lane 
Hospital, but it also sold all five 
health plans it was managing to a 
private equity group.

“This is not just about ‘we 
don’t have a building anymore,’” 
she said. “We’re going to have 
a lot of people in town that are 
actually not getting to have their 
healthcare accessible in the same 
way…it’s a really serious situa-
tion out here.”

Korzec said there is a demo-
lition delay for the buildings on 
the Mary Lane Hospital property, 
and that Ware residents are fight-
ing against what their town has 
already agreed to, due to a num-
ber of issues including cost, liabil-
ity and asbestos.

“I get it, it’s a big fight,” she 
said.

Korzec said the demolition 
delay is “ultimately delaying the 
inevitable.”

Korzec said it’s important that 
the people of Hardwick pay atten-
tion to the various trusts tied up 
in Mary Lane Hospital, including 
the Gilbert Trust and the Paige 
Trust. She said the Mary Lane 
Hospital property is tied to the 
trust.

Task force will look at bringing 
healthcare to Hardwick

CDA reviews 
CDBG grant 
application

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Community 
Development Authority reviewed 
their application results for the 
fiscal year 2024 Community 
Development Block Grant pro-
gram. 

At the Aug. 19 meeting, the 
CDA members spoke with Erica 
Johnson of Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission to review an update 
on their CDBG application. One of 
the fundable projects the CDA was 
looking to use the grant for was a 
splash pad at the town’s communi-
ty swimming pool. 

According to Johnson, when 
applying for a CDBG grant, the 
town would also need a strong 
infrastructure project. Johnson said 
the town’s application for a CDBG 
grant did not score well. 

Johnson said she was surprised 
by this, and the reviewers took 

Submitted Photo by Randy Vaill
Lukka Hastings of Palmer holds his ribbon for chicken eggs at the 
Ware Grange Fair.

Thomas took 
the ball to the 

goal during 
Ware Soccer 

Club’s annual 
Summer Camp at 

Memorial Field 
last week.

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
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Athletes enjoy 
summer soccer camp
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

Email your answers 
by Monday at noon to 

pouimette@turley.com.

The Ware River News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, 
send information to pouimette@turley.com, 
or call 967-3505. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 80 Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

JOIN
TODAY!

Aerial pictures provided by Above the Law Imagery

Visit warebca.com
email warebca@gmail.com

Ware Business & Civic Association now includes 
the communities of Palmer, Belchertown,  
West Brookfield, Warren and Hardwick.

 Businesses and organizations 
from those towns are welcome to join!

and Beyond! Join Our Small-Town Business Development Adventure!
Are you a small business owner looking to boost your community presence and connect 
with fellow entrepreneurs? Look no further! Welcome to the heart of our towns’ growth and 
success - the Ware Business & Civic Association...and Beyond!

➤ Our Mission
We’re not just any organization – we’re a community catalyst! Our mission is clear:  
foster camaraderie among local businesses, creating a vibrant hub that transforms our town 
into a must-visit destination for all. We’re here to ignite connections, inspire growth,  
and spark innovation.

➤ Why Join Us?
Referrals are just the beginning! As 
a member, you’ll enjoy the spotlight 
on your business within our close-
knit community. Think of us as your 
business’s ultimate cheerleaders, 
making sure your unique offerings 
shine bright.

➤ A Legacy of Achievement
Since 2011, our committee has been 
making waves. We’re not just about meetings – we’re 
about momentum. From securing endorsements for 
local businesses to orchestrating events that turn 
visitors into regulars, we’ve been shaping our towns’ 
destiny, one success story at a time.

➤ Events that Sparkle
Who says business can’t be fun? Picture this: 
quarterly membership nights that blend networking 
with laughter. We’re all about community, after all – 
and a little friendly competition in the bowling alley 
or at the axe throwing yard never hurt anyone.

➤ Network that Expands
With a sprawling member base, joining us means getting 
in on the action. Your business won’t just get noticed; 
it’ll become a star in our constellation of local talent.

➤ An Investment in Success
For just $120 per year, you’re securing your spot in 
our thriving business ecosystem. 

➤ Seamless Entry
➤ Embrace Uniqueness

PALMER

BELCHERTOWN WARE

HARDWICK

WEST 
BROOKFIELD

WARREN

Ready to take your business to  new heights while having a blast? 
Join us on this exciting ride!  Let’s be partners in growth and partners in fun.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

PROGRAM MEETING
Wednesday, September 11, 7 p.m.

Work days 
Saturdays 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
September 7, 14, 21 & 28

COME ON SATURDAYS
AND DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1977 showed Librarian Grace B. Hanson with JoAnn Crevier, Libby Robinson and Brie Kelly 

checking out the new audio visual material at the Paige Memorial Library.
JoAnn (Crevier) Bousquet correctly identified the photo.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.
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WARREN – Megan McDonough 
will be giving a free presentation titled 
“Yoga and the Science of Happiness” 
at The Centered Place and via Zoom, 
Wednesday evening Sept. 11, from 
7:15-8:30 p.m. 

McDonough is the founder of 
Wholebeing Institute, a global educa-
tional organization based in Hardwick 
that teaches the science and practice 
of living life to its fullest – physically, 
emotionally, intellectually, relationally 
and spiritually. 

In this presentation, she will draw 
on research from the modern, evi-
dence-based sciences of positive psy-
chology and neuroscience and she will 
go beyond western science to share 
what yoga has to say about fulfillment 
and happiness. Yoga is also an evi-
dence-based science and one of the 
world’s greatest and oldest wisdom 
traditions and practices. 

McDonough said in a press release, 
“We are always striving to live this 
human life with less suffering and 
more joy. We want happiness and 
peace.” 

She will guide you in an explora-
tion of what constitutes true happiness 
and how to experience more of it.

The Centered Place yoga studio 
has served the local area since 1988. 
It was founded by Nancy A Nowak, 
who continues to co-direct and teach 
along with her husband, Phil Milgrom. 

The studio was voted Best in Yoga by 
Sturbridge Times readers for several 
consecutive years up to when the mag-
azine was discontinued. 

To register for this event, or for 
more information, email phil@thecen-
teredplace.com or call 413-436-7374. 
Masks are welcomed. 

If you have been exposed to 
COVID-19, follow CDC recommen-
dations. If you have COVID symptoms 
or test positive for the virus, you can 
still join us by attending online

Submitted Photo
Megan McDonough will pres-
ent “Yoga and the science of 
Happiness” at The Centered Place 
in Warren and via Zoom on Sept. 11 
from 7:15-8:30 p.m.

The Centered Place offers free 
hybrid yoga presentation

Town Clerk shares 
voting information 
for State Primary

WARREN – Polling hours for the 
State Primary election will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3 from 7 a.m.- 8pm. at 
the Shepard Municipal Building.

Town Clerk lists 
polling hours for 
State Primary

WARE –Voting which will take 
place in the Town of Ware prior for 
the State Primary on Tuesday, Sept. 3 
with polling hours rom 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Voting will take place in the audi-
torium of the Ware Town Hall, 126 
Main St. and parking is available 
across the street in Veterans Park or 
on Main Street.

Questions can be directed to the 
Town Clerk, Nancy J. Talbot by call-
ing 413-967-9648 extension 103.

– WARE – 

STURBRIDGE – This year 
marks the bicentennial celebra-
tion of the Marquis de Lafayette’s 
Farewell Tour of the United States 
in 1824. 

Throughout that year-long tour 
of all 24 states, Americans hon-
ored Lafayette with a parade and 
great fanfare at almost every stop 
he made. Local craftspeople also 
produced many types of commem-
orative memorabilia, such as the 
pictured drum, baby shoes, and rib-
bons, now in the Old Sturbridge 
Village Museum Collection. 

When Lafayette toured the state 
of Massachusetts in 1824 his final 
stop was in the Town of Sturbridge, 
where he was greeted by a martial 
band, the Town’s artillery company, 
and thousands of civilians.

Commemorative ceremony 
Join the Sturbridge Historical 

Society and Old Sturbridge Village 
on Sept. 3 at 6 p.m. for a commem-
orative event on the Sturbridge 
Town Common, the exact ground 
where Lafayette stopped. An actor 
portraying Lafayette will be greet-
ed by costumed interpreters por-
traying veterans of the Revolution, 
members  of  the  Sturbr idge 
Artillery, who will stand by with 

their cannon, and the musicians 
from the Uxbridge Grenadiers. 

There will be a triumphal arch, 
toasts by costumed interpreters 
from Old Sturbridge Village, fife 
and drum music, as well as perfor-
mances by the OSV Singers and 
Dancers. Experience the closest 
thing to the actual events that took 
place in 1824 here in Sturbridge. 

This ceremony is free and open 
to the public.

This commemorative event 
is part of The American Friends 
o f  L a f a y e t t e ’s  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5 
Bicentennial Tour, which will 
take place across the 24 states that 
Lafayette visited on his Farewell 
Tour. For more details about The 
American Friends of Lafayette and 
other Bicentennial Tour program-
ming, please visit lafayette200.org.

Banquet at the Publick House
At 7:30 p.m., there will be 

a  b a n q u e t  c o m m e m o r a t i n g 
Lafayette’s visit to Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire at the Publick 
House, which is one of the build-
ings that Lafayette actually visited 
in 1824. The dinner is the Publick 
House’s distinctive “Yankee Dinner 
Buffet.” 

Alan Hoffman, President of 

American Friends of Lafayette and 
translator of the account written by 
Lafayette’s secretary, will reflect 
on the contrast between the origi-
nal tour and its just completed rec-
reation. There will be an additional 
discussion of Lafayette’s human 
rights record. 

Members  of  the  Colonel 
Timothy Bigelow chapter of the 
DAR will do a presentation on 
“Lafayette and the Ladies.” 

Tickets are $75 per person 
and pre-registration is required. 
Limited spaces are available. 

To purchase tickets, go to the 
website for The American Friends 
of Lafayette, search under Events 
for Sturbridge Publick House 
Banquet.

For more information, visit the 
American Friends of Lafayette at 
www.friendsoflafayette.org or learn 
more about the planned 24-state 
bicentennial events at www.
Lafayette200.org. 

For a detailed summary of 
each city and town Lafayette vis-
ited in 1824, and speeches given, 
visit Peter Reilly’s blog at www.
lafayetteMA1824.org. Reilly is the 
Chairman of the Massachusetts 
committee organizing Lafayette’s 
tour across the Commonwealth. 

200th anniversary of Marquis de Lafayette’s 
Farewell Tour of the U.S. is Sept. 3

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WARE RIVER NEWS 
ONLINE AT: WARERIVERNEWS.TURLEY.COM
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Cell: 413.237.7756
sbrown@maverickmotorgroup.com
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• New
• Preowned
• Exotic

Come and visit us  www.guzikmotors.com
NO MISLEADING ADS...NO GIMMICKS...NO EXTRA FEES...THE LOWEST INTEREST RATES...FREE LOANER CARS

EAST MAIN STREET, 
RTES. 9 & 32, WARE

Just Over the West Brookfield Line 
(413) 967-4210 • 800-793-2078

www.guzikmotors.com

2018 Grand Cherokee $22,995
High Altitude. Loaded with options

2018 Jeep Wrangler Sport S 
$26,995

2023 Dodge Challenger R/T T/A
Package. Stick Shift, Last of the V8’s 

$3,750 REBATE until 9/3/24
2024 Jeep Gladiator Mojave 

$3,750 REBATE until 9/3/24

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The School Committee 
met prior to the start of the school 
year to discuss new updates and 
reports. 

Superintendent Michael Lovato 
spoke with the committee about 
updates to each school’s student 
handbook updates. He said the 
handbook was out of date and near-
ly 100 pages long. 

“We do a lot of repeat of poli-
cies,” Lovato said. “We’re making 
the handbook more available.”

There are several changes 
made to the new yearbook regard-
ing clubs and activities as they’re 
no longer available at the schools. 

Behavioral contracts were added 
and were signed by parents, stu-
dents and staff. 

These contracts apply to students 
and their commitment to abide by 
using appropriate language in class-
room settings, no refusal of work, 
no physical harm to students and 
staff and several other expectations. 
Lovato mentioned that expectations 
were already in the handbook, but 
in the past some were just not being 
followed. 

At Ware Junior Senior High 
School one of the biggest changes 
to this year is the attendance poli-
cy. Lovato mentioned that student 
attendance is essential and the poli-
cies should be handled accordingly. 

“We need to respond to situa-
tions appropriately,” Lovato said.

There are also zero tolerance 
policies in place as well, but the 
handbook needs to be approved 
before the start of the school year. 
Once approved, the principals of 
each school will share highlights of 
the handbook for all parties to be 
aware, from teachers, parents and 
students. 

Committee Chair Brian Winslow 
wanted confirmation the handbook 
features a policy where students 
must leave for early dismissal to go 
to a game. Lovato confirmed that 
there is. 

Lovato then discussed how the 
district will handle missed work 
and teachers will provide some 
parameters about make-up work. 
When it comes to makeup work, 
the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education has rules 
about what is required for students 
making up missed work. 

Lovato will talk with the teach-
ers regarding distributing missed 
work to students, especially if a stu-
dent is absent over a certain period 
of time. A protocol will be in place 
to ensure that students get make-up 
work during extended absences. 

The School Committee voted to 
accept the attendance policy and the 
student handbooks. 

Superintendent’s report
Lovato shared that the schools 

have been busy in preparing for the 
new school year to begin. Many 
new positions have been filled and 
there are a couple positions still 
available, including a couple of 

teacher positions. 
School activities are starting as 

well. Many students are preparing 
for sports including football and 
soccer. 

“We’re ready for day one,” 
Lovato said.  

Committee member Michael 
DuBois thanked Lovato and the 
school community for their count-
less hours of work throughout the 
summer as the new school year 
approaches. 

“You’re not done working when 
there’s no students,” DuBois said. 

The School Committee will 
have one more meeting at the end 
of August. They will also be doing 
walkthroughs of all the buildings 
starting with Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School. 

community
School Committee reviews student handbook updates

Ware Grange 
lists upcoming 
September 
workshops 

WARE – Ware Grange’s next 
gardening workshop, “Unique 
Heirloom Plants,” will be held 
on Friday, Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. at the 
Grange Hall at 297 Belchertown 
Road.

The presenter will be Roberta 
McQuaid, author of the weekly 
“In the Garden” column for Turley 
Publications. 

Participants will learn about a 
wide array of heirloom plants that 
have interesting names, shapes 
or usage. From unique flowers to 
strangely shaped seeds or fruit, 
these heirlooms aren’t your aver-
age run of the mill plants, and for 
good reason.

The next Kids’ Corner at Ware 
Grange will be “Leaves, Nuts, 
Cones, Trees and More!” and will 
take place on Saturday, Sept. 7, at 
9:30 a.m. at the Grange Hall. Kids’ 
Corner workshops are led by local 
preschool teacher, Jen McNally. 

In this workshop, kids will 
learn about trees and their leaves, 
nuts and cones through stories and 
songs. There will be activities to 
learn about the importance of trees. 

Visit Ware Grange on Facebook 
or at waregrange.org for more 
information about upcoming work-
shops.  

Town Clerk 
lists State 
Primary 
information

HARDWICK – Town Clerk 
Ryan J. Witkos reminded voters 
that the town’s polling location 
is at the Hardwick Elementary 
School, 76 School House Dr., 
Gilbertville, with the entrance 
being the side door to the gym-
nasium.  

Those with mobility issues 
can reach out to his office to 
ensure they have ease of access 
to the front of the building.  

The polls will be open from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 
3, 2024.

“I brought it up for years about 
what goes on here on the week-
ends, and there’s clearly stuff 
going on,” he said. “It is time for 
change, and we need to start hold-
ing people accountable to what’s 
going on here. There is clearly a 
problem and I think it’s like bla-
tantly obvious.”

Kruckas said he wanted to 
know why the former accoun-
tant would be in the Town Hall 
while the audit is going on. He 
also wanted to know how Talbot 
could run the hearing to determine 
the validity of fellow selectboard 
member Smith’s residency in 
town. 

Town Manager Stuart Beckley 
said the auditor found all of the 
records they were looking for 
about three weeks ago, and is 
behind in completing the report.

“They should give us the report 
of their findings soon,” he said.

Hardwick resident Stephen 
Granlund shared concerns about 
communication being “slow 
walked” to town counsel, KP Law, 
by Beckley. 

Granlund said he called KP 
Law Attorney Nicole Costanzo, 
and requested approval from 
the Selectboard to communicate 
directly with KP Law and pro-
vide information he has gathered 
regarding the proposed demolition 
of Mary Lane Hospital. 

Beckley  sa id  a l l  par t ies 
involved are working toward 
securing healthcare for the area.

Beckley said he spoke to 
Costanzo, inquiring about the pro-

cess of a cease and desist on the 
demolition of Mary Lane Hospital. 
He said Costanzo has delegated 
research of the cease and desist to 
another attorney in the firm with 
information to be provided at the 
Aug. 26 Historical Commission 
meeting.

Kusnierz made a motion to 
allow Granlund to communi-
cate directly with KP Law, with 
a spending limit of $5,000 for 
attorney fees. He said he believed 
having Granlund speak directly 
with town counsel would be more 
efficient. 

Selectboard members voted in 
favor of Kusnierz’s motion, with 
Smith abstaining.

Granlund also brought up con-
cerns about a lack of posted meet-
ing minutes, which he said are a 
requirement of open meeting law.

“I’m not in this ever to make 
anybody look bad, I don’t want 
the town to have to pay a fine,” he 
said.

Town Manager’s report
Beckley said bulky waste day 

will be held in the parking lot of 
the Ware Public Schools on Nov. 
2 and a hazardous waste collec-
tion at ReSource Waste Services 
of Ware on Oct. 26. 

He said hazardous waste col-
lection is free, but bulky waste 
will have fees per item. A flyer 
outlining the cost of bulky waste 
items will be sent to each house-
hold.

Beckley said 
the director of 
m a i n t e n a n c e 

position will be filled the follow-
ing Monday and he is reviewing 
applications for the position of 
administrative assistant for the 
Department of Public Works.

Beckley said the bridge over 
Muddy Brook on North Street has 
been recommended for partial clo-
sure.

“The town has known this is 
coming, and has an earmark from 
the state legislature to repair,” he 
said. “That repair should happen 
next spring and summer.”

Beckley said the damaged 
bathrooms at Grenville Park 
tested negative for asbestos and 
can be demolished by the DPW. 
The debris can be disposed of at 
ReSource Waste Services of Ware 
per the town’s Host Community 
Agreement with the company. 

Vacant properties
Beckley  sa id  71  l e t t e r s 

were sent from the Building 
Department to suspected vacant 
property owners. He said of those 
letters, 14 came back unanswered. 

“It will take some follow-up, 
particularly with letters that were 
returned,” he said. 

Candlelight vigil
Julie Lutz, program director 

at the Recovery Center of HOPE 
shared information about a can-
dlelight vigil that will be held at 
Veterans Park on Friday, Aug. 30 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Prior to the 
vigil, all are welcome to meet at 

the center’s 52 Main St. location 
from 5:15-6:15 p.m. for food and 
fellowship.

“We’re hosting a candle-
light vigil in honor of Overdose 
Awareness Day,” Lutz said. “This 
will be an opportunity for people 
to gather and unite.”

Lutz said many people in the 
community have been impact-
ed by the opioid epidemic. She 
said there will be many speakers, 
prayers and a time to share the 
names of loved ones lost to over-
dose.

She said they will have tables 
of resources set up for residents 
as well.

Safe Streets grant
Beckley said the Safety Action 

Plan was created under the Safe 
Streets for All grant program and 
looked at all of the crash and acci-
dent data collected over the years.

It highlights sections of road 
and intersections where bikes, 
pedestrians and vehicles have been 
involved in accidents. The plan 
creates strategies to improve these 
areas.

Beckley said a list of the top 
eight priority areas was creat-
ed, which include the North and 
Church street ends of Pleasant 
Street, sidewalks on Gould Road, 
various pedestrian and motorist 
improvements to West Street, 
an intersection on Babcock 
Tavern and the intersection of 
Belchertown and Anderson roads. 

He said once the Selectboard 
approves the adoption of this plan, 
the town can apply for grants. 

The Selectboard will review the 
Safety Action Plan and take action 
on it at a later meeting. 

Revised HCA
A representative from Cedar 

Roots, LLC came before the 
Selectboard with a revised draft 
of their existing Host Community 
Agreement, removing the fixed 
3% impact fee, due to chang-
es in the Cannabis Control 
Commission’s requirements.

She said the draft HCA now 
reflects that the town can levy up 
to a 3% impact fee, but has to be 
able to tie the fees to a specific 
impact of the business. 

The Selectboard approved the 
revised HCA with Cedar Roots, 
LLC.

Resignation
The Selec tboard  accept -

ed the resignation of Nicholas 
Bousquet from the Community 
Development Authority. Bousquet 
will be attending college this fall, 
but he will continue to serve on 
the Agricultural Committee. 

“I think Nick is a role model 
to a lot of his peers to step up and 
be part of his town’s government 
and help out where he could,” 
Kusnierz said. 
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Community 
Clean Up will 
be held Sept. 28

WARE – Keep Ware Beautiful 
will host a Community Clean Up 
on Saturday, Sept. 28 from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Participants should meet on the 
front steps of the United Church 
of Ware, 49 Church St., to pick up 
equipment and trash bags before 
taking part in the townwide clean-
up.

S t a t e  R e p .  D o n n i e 
Berthiaume’s Chief of Staff, 
Donna and Senator  Peter 
Durant’s, District Liaison, Jared 
Grigg and Kim Mongeau, com-
munications director, invite con-
stituents and town officials to 
meet them to express  any con-
cerns, ideas or issues that they 
may need assistance with.  

People may call Donna if 
they would like a private meet-
ing at 774-402-4742. Scheduled 
office hours include on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 from 9-10 a.m. at the 
Senior Center in Leicester and 

from 10:15-11:15 a.m. at Howe 
Village in Spencer. Rep. Marsi’s 
staff Tammy will be joining 
them that day.

Office hours include on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 from 9-10 
a.m. at the Town Hall in New 
Braintree, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
at the Senior Center in North 
Brookfield and from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p..m at the Senior Center 
in East Brookfield.

Office hours include on 
Monday, Sept. 16 from 9-10 a.m. 
in the Senior Center and Town 
Office in Hubbardston, from 

10:15-11:15 a.m. in the Senior 
Center in Barre and from 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the upstairs 
level of Town Hall in Oakham.

Office hours on Thursday, 
Sept. 19 include from 9-10 
a.m. in the Senior Center in 
Ware, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
in the Town Hall in Hardwick 
and from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. in the Senior Center in 
West Brookfield. Office hours 
on Monday, Sept. 19 are from 
12:45-1:45 p.m. in the Town 
Hall in Brookfield. 

Rep. Berthiaume, Sen. Durant list office hours
WARE – The Friends of Ware 

Town Hall are planning another 
of their “famous” Sunday after-
noon fundraising workshops at 
Bemis Farms Nursery in Spencer 
on Sunday, Sept. 8 at 1 p.m.

The project for this workshop 
will be a beautiful four-foot long 
straw broom decorated with col-
orful dried flowers. The broom is 
suitable for hanging on a protected 
front door or a wall or door inside 
the home. 

The fee is $35 per person, pay-
able in advance with all supplies 
and hands on instruction provided 

by Bemis Nursery located at 29 
North Brookfield Road, Spencer.

Make plans to attend this fun 
workshop with a group of friends 
and/or family and send your check 
for registration to: Friends of Ware 
Town, P.O. Box 692, Ware, MA 
01082

Be sure to include a phone num-
ber where you can be reached and 
the names of any others who will 
be attending with you.  The reser-
vation deadline is Tuesday, Sept. 3.

All are welcome to join the 
Friends for an afternoon of laugh-
ter and creativity.

Friends of Ware Town Hall host 
autumn porch pot fundraiser
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Alternative criteria 
for lung cancer 
screening

BOSTON – A researcher at VA Boston, 
Boston University Chobanian & Avedisian 
School of Medicine and Boston Medical 
Center helped develop alternative lung can-
cer screening criteria to identify people who 
would benefit significantly from screening, 
but are excluded by current criteria, according 
to research published Aug. 20, in “Annals of 
Internal Medicine”.

“We found these high-benefit groups 
include those who smoked for a long dura-
tion, but at a lower intensity, those with 
heavy smoking who quit more than 15 years 
ago, and those from some racial and ethnic 
minority groups,” said Dr. Lauren Kearney, 
lead author of the study, research fellow at VA 
Boston’s Center for Healthcare Organization 
& Implementation Research, pulmonary and 
critical care fellow at Boston Medical Center, 
and instructor at Boston University Chobanian 
& Avedisian School of Medicine.

Researchers used responses to the National 
Health Interview Survey from more than 58 
million smoking adults from 1997 to 2018, to 
study whether alternative criteria could better 
identify high-benefit persons and whom this 
would include. They used fast and frugal tee 
algorithms to develop an alternative set of sim-
ple criteria. 

The researchers then compared the alter-
native criteria with U.S. Preventative Services 
Task Force, or USPSTF, criteria, evaluating 
their ability to identify high-benefit people. 
They also looked for where the selected pop-
ulations overlapped and where the alternative 

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or less 
in length, and “Your Turn” 
guest column between 500-
800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that 
the person submitting the 
opinion also include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We 
must authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be l ibelous, 
unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defama-
tion of character.
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viewpoints

Retiree asks about 
his Social Security

Dear Rusty: 
I retired with a (gross) $4,600 per 

month Civil Service Retirement System 
annuity from the U.S. Postal Service in 
December 2022. I am 66 and will attain 
Full Retirement Age in November of this 
year. 

I know at that point I will not be subject 
to the “earnings” test, but I will be affected 
by the dreaded “government offset.” I have 
earned enough quarters and will be eligible 
for a small social security benefit. 

First question: will my Social Security 
benefit just be reduced or will it be elimi-
nated? Second: will it make a difference if 
I apply in November or when I turn 70? I 
am currently working part-time and paying 
Social Security FICA taxes. 

Third: if my SS is being eliminated, do 
I even have to apply? Fourth and last: I am 
married, filing jointly and my wife is cur-
rently receiving SS benefits (only). Could I 
also be affected by the “windfall” provision 
if my wife predeceased me? 

Thank you in advance for your service 
as a Social Security Advisor.         

 Signed: Upset to Offset and 
Downfall to Windfall

Dear Upset:
You are correct that when you reach 

your Full Retirement Age in November 
you will no longer be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test,” which limits 
how much you can earn while collecting 
early benefits. But if you apply for your 
Social Security to start in November, your 
SS benefits will be affected by the Windfall 
Elimination Provision due to your non-cov-
ered CSRS pension because you didn’t pay 
into SS while earning your CSRS pension. 

As you may know, only those federal 
employees, who retired under CSRS are 
affected by WEP; newer Federal employ-
ees, who retire under the more recent 
Federal Employee Retirement Program 
program are not affected.  

Because of your CSRS pension, your 
Social Security benefit will be reduced, 
but not eliminated. The amount of reduc-
tion will be based on the number of years 
of non-government employment you 
had where you paid into Social Security. 
Usually, those who have spent a lifetime 
earning a pension without contributing 
to SS, but who have a separately earned 
SS pension, will see their SS benefit cut 
approximately in half.  

To answer your second question, your 
benefit will, indeed, continue to grow if 
you wait until you are age 70 to claim 
Social Security. 

Benefits taken after one’s FRA earn 
“Delayed Retirement Credits,” which add 
to your final benefit amount. Your benefit 
will still be reduced by WEP, but your final 
amount will be more because you waited 
longer to claim. 

Regarding your third question, your SS 
benefit will only be reduced, not elimi-
nated, so it’s always worthwhile to apply. 
Otherwise, you are forfeiting Social 
Security money you are entitled to. 

And lastly, if your wife dies before you, 
your CSRS pension will also cause another 
provision called the Government Pension 
Offset provision to apply. The GPO will 
reduce your surviving spouse benefits by 
2/3rds of the amount of your government 
CSRS pension, which will likely elimi-
nate any spousal benefit you are entitled to 
except the so-called “death benefit,” which 
is a one-time lump sum $255 benefit paid 
to a surviving spouse).  

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are 
limited to three total per 
author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edi-
tion before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet 
our guidelines.

Next year I will not…
It’s just about now when I feel, to some 

degree, embarrassed to be called the Garden 
Lady.  

You see, my garden is not as well kept as 
I’d like it to be. I skimped in a few areas that I 
shouldn’t of.  

As my oldest is about to enter her last year 
of high school I reflect back on the year of 
her birth, and how dismal my garden was that 
year. It was the first summer without a dog to 
keep critters at bay. We had a whole family of 
woodchucks eat pretty much everything in the 
garden.  

I consoled myself by saying that I was 
growing a human that year and not a bunch of 
vegetables.  

While responsibilities have changed in 
the fact I am no longer changing diapers or 
zipping up avocado and sweet potato in the 
blender, I’m still pretty busy with the kids 
and that has taken priority over a tidy garden. 
Usually it comes down to getting out what 
you put in and honestly, the garden has pretty 
much been on it’s own since mid June. Gasp.  

Maybe you can relate. So, the column 

today will be about what I plan to do better on 
next year, especially since I don’t anticipate 
life slowing down anytime soon.

Next year I will not, absolutely not, skimp 
on fertilizer. My nature is to be frugal, but I 
will go back to the statement above of getting 
out what you put in.  

I know that 12-foot squash vines probably 
need more sustenance than the few shovels of 
compost I put in their hills. This is evident by 
how pale the leaves are.  

Contrast that to the self-sown decora-
tive squash plants that grew in my compost 
pile comprised mainly of chicken bedding 
and manure. They are unbelievably healthy, 
replete with numerous healthy fruit.  

My soil test did indicate that nitrogen was 
low, and I did intend to go back when I bought 
that new bag of blood meal and amend it 
further but alas I did not. Next year I will not 
skimp on fertilizer.

Next year I will not, absolutely not, skimp 
on mulch. When I looked at what was left for 
mulch from the previous year I figured I had 
enough to get by.  

Wrong. Part of the reason the yard looks 
like a jungle is because I should have mulched 
thicker.  Mulch serves several purposes. It 
covers bare soil and prevents weed seeds in 
the soil from seeing the light of day, germinat-
ing and turning into a nuisance.  

Mulch also breaks down over time into 
organic matter then humus, and feeds the soil. 
It also helps to conserve moisture.  

Until this week we didn’t really need help 
with that, but the abundance of rain, added to 
not nearly thick enough mulch, surely made 
for numerous weeds! Next year I will not 
skimp on mulch.

Next year I will not, absolutely not, let 
the weeds take over. The first two “will nots” 
relate to this paragraph entirely.  

I prepped the garden and knew I should till 
in the old strawberry plants. I looked at a few 
sparse blossoms and thought, “I may get a few 
berries, I’ll leave them in place and till them 
in later.”  

Well, the berries were few and far between 
but the surrounding weeds took over. Then the 
necrotic squash plants grew all over the weeds 
and the strawberry plants so I’m forced to 
wait until the first frost to deal with the whole 
mess.  

I’m not sure who said it first, but it’s a 
smart diatribe: “Do not put off until tomorrow 
what can be done today.”

With all this said I must cut myself some 
slack, and if you failed anywhere along the 
line with your garden, you should as well. Our 
gardens are a work in progress and although I 
wish I had done a better job, I did OK. 

We enjoyed some yummy green beans and 
I froze some kale. I did make tomato sauce on 
a couple of occasions and hopefully will have 
another chance at it and maybe I’ll get a few 
butternuts to eat.  

I know for sure I’ll get some nice decora-
tive squash, thanks to the composted chicken 
manure.  Live and learn I guess.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 32 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Guest Column

criteria overcame USPSTF criteria limita-
tions.

Results suggest that the alternative criteria 
have higher sensitivity and specificity in iden-
tifying high-benefit people, and is substantial-
ly more sensitive in identifying high-benefit 
people in racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations than the USPSTF criteria. Analysis 
showed inequity in current USPSTF criteria, 
which has poor sensitivity for identifying 
high-benefit Black people for lung cancer 
screening. 

The researchers also believe that, beyond 
the lung cancer screening context, their 

approach could be useful for other cancer 
screening and prevention modalities.

“The alternative criteria produced more 
effective screening, led to better support of 
ethical risk management, and substantial-
ly reduced racial disparities in lung cancer 
screening eligibility,” explained Kearney. 
“The alternative criteria are also easy to 
remember and represent a feasible way to 
improve current lung cancer screening eligi-
bility criteria.”

The research is available at https://www.
acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M23-3250.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com

BOSTON – Researchers at VA Boston, 
Harvard Medical School, and Boston 
University Chobanian & Avedisian School 
of Medicine recommended expanding trau-
matic brain injury screening among women 
veterans to include interpersonal violence in a 
paper published Aug. 14, in the journal “Brain 
Sciences”.

“Women veterans often experience trau-
matic brain injury from causes unrelated to 
deployment, but current TBI screening focus-
es on deployment,” said Dr. Michelle Pebole, 
lead author of the study, and research fellow 
at the Translational Research Center for TBI 
and Stress Disorders, known as TRACTS, 
at VA Boston Healthcare System, and the 
Department of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical 
School. “Improving the effectiveness of TBI 

screening tools for women veterans is critical, 
given the physical and mental health dispari-
ties they face because of these injuries.”

The study examined the utility of the cur-
rent Veterans Health Administration, or VHA, 
TBI screening tool for women veterans, com-
paring it to a comprehensive TBI assessment, 
the Boston Assessment for TBI-Lifetime, 
known as the BAT-L. Ninety women veterans 
were included in the study. 

Overall, the BAT-L identified 27 non-de-
ployment TBIs not captured by the VHA 
screen, most frequently resulting from physi-
cal assault.

The study findings suggest that screening 
for lifetime TBIs from a variety of origins 
– including partner violence, military sexu-
al trauma and accidents – instead of exclu-

sively focusing on deployment-related TBIs 
would benefit women veterans. The study 
also found an under-identification of TBIs in 
clinical care, which suggests that more liberal 
screening and referrals for comprehensive TBI 
assessments in polytrauma clinics, women 
veteran-specific care clinics, or research set-
tings may improve care for women veterans.

“Future work with larger samples of both 
veteran and civilian women is needed, and 
could also address intersectional issues in 
TBI, such as race, ethnicity, age and socioeco-
nomic status,” noted Pebole. “This could help 
us understand the utility of screening tools for 
detecting TBIs among all women.”

The research is available at https://www.
mdpi.com/2076-3425/14/8/814.
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Black Rose Barbershop
40 E.Main St. #15, Ware
located inside D&D Fitness Factory

Opening September 4
~ Master Barber and Owner Emily Ashman ~

Call or text to book now at 
413-636-0654
Follow me on Facebook at 

Black Rose Barbershop

Offering quality
residential 
plumbing, 

heating and 
air conditioning,

electrical services.

HEATING: We service, repair and install all makes and models of 
high efficiency oil and gas boilers and furnaces, mini splits and 
heat pumps.

PLUMBING: Local plumbing company servicing all your plumbing 
needs including: replacement of a faucet, installation of a new 
shower, repair of a toilet, and water heater repair and replacement.

AIR CONDITIONING: Installation and service of your central air 
system to keep you cool and comfortable all summer.

ELECTRICAL: Full service for commercial and residential 
properties from panel repairs and upgrades to generator 
malfunction.SE
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Pioneer Valley Environmental LLC 
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning and Electrical Service

1 East Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
 Office: 413-477-6984 • Fax: 413-477-6802 • Email: info@pvhvac.com

We provide prompt and reliable service

Fully licensed and insured

Well trained and background checked 
service technicians

❚ 

❚ 

❚

Call us today to see 
how we can save you 

$10,000 through mass 
save on your new 

heating/AC system

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Local 
Beer & Wine 

Vendors
Local 

Food Trucks
Pick Your Own 

Apples
Live Music 
Both Days!
Snack Bar

70+ Crafters

8th Annual 
------------------------------------------

HARVEST 
CRAFT 

FAIR
September 
7th & 8th 

10am-4pm
------------------------------------------

BROOKFIELD 
ORCHARDS

12 Lincoln Road 
North Brookfield 

01535
508-867-6858

Come out and spend 
the day with the Family 

while enjoying our 
favorite event of the year!

For more information 
about the 

Harvest Craft Fair 
please call 508-867-6858 

or email 
Brookfieldo@aol.com.

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 BARN SALE
SATURDAY, AUG 31  8-4 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 1  8-1

47 WAID RD., MONSON, MA

Something For Everyone,
Big & Small

Full gamut from street signs to tractor plates!!!
MANY SPECIAL FINDS

Featured Items
1964 CORVAIR & 1936 CHEVY PICKUP

Rolling frames, no motors
1999 HARLEY ROAD KING CLASSIC & 1965 BSA 

Both In Mint Condition

Former teacher 
reflects on his 
career path to 
administration.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The nine towns 
serviced by Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
welcomed Ryan Rege as the new 
principal as Interim Principal 
Brenda Turner stepped down from 
the position she has filled for the 
last year.

Rege was born and raised in 
Chicopee, and comes from a family 
of educators.

“Education was always a topic 
at the dinner table in my fami-
ly,” Rege said. “Both my parents 
were teachers and then adminis-
tration. My father’s side goes back 
four generations in education; my 
great-grandfather was the first 
principal of Chicopee Vocational 
School, before it was Chicopee 
Comprehensive School.”

Though education is “in Rege’s 
blood,” as he put it, he said that as 
a young person he didn’t expect 
to follow in his family’s footsteps. 
He started his professional career 
working in restaurants as a dish-
washer, and rose to the positions of 
line cook and eventually sous chef 
until a chance meeting sent him on 
the path to education.

“I ran into a family friend who, 
at the time, director at the Valley 
West School in Chicopee,” Rege 
said. “He asked if I would be inter-
ested in coming in to substitute, as 

they were short-handed. I did that 
for a few days and loved working 
with students. After that, I didn’t 
look back.”

Rege went from a full-time posi-
tion in Behavioral Intervention to a 
Culinary Arts position at Chicopee 
Comprehensive High School. After 
working in Chicopee for four years, 
he moved to a culinary arts posi-
tion at Pathfinder in 2013, where he 
taught for four years before becom-
ing a Vocational Director.

“I started as a vocational teach-
er, so that was the trajectory I was 
on,” Rege said. “Just being in a 
vocational school and seeing the 
incredible things students are doing 
was eye-opening for me. From then 
on, I knew that was the career I 
wanted; I wanted to stay in voca-
tional.”

Rege got an associate’s degree 
from Holyoke Community College, 

and pursued a bachelor’s degree 
from Westfield State while teach-
ing at Pathfinder. He received a 
master’s degree in Teaching and 
Curriculum from Fitchburg State 
University in 2019.

Now, after some time out of 
the district, Rege has returned to 
Pathfinder to become principal of 
the school. He’s been taking some 
time over the summer to get to 
know the faculty, the staff, and the 
superintendent.

“I’m thrilled to be back here, 
everyone’s been incredibly wel-
coming,” Rege said. “I love this 
school, and it’s been a great transi-
tion for me.”

The new principal said he’s 
spent the last month and a half in 
a “deep dive” in getting data and 
meeting with administration to get 
ready for the first days of school, 
“which are coming up quickly,” 
Rege added.

Rege said his plan is to take 
the time to listen and see what the 
school has been doing really well 
while he looks for opportunities to 
grow.

“That’s the name of the game in 
education, there are always areas 
where you can do better, and we 
really strive for that,” Rege said. 
“Everything we do moving forward 
will be through lens of the school’s 
mission statement and making 
solid, data-driven decisions for the 
school.”

Rege talked about the struggles 
for this generation’s students

“I hate to go back to COVID, 
but we certainly are seeing the 
effects of it in our students,” Rege 
said. “We have had, and will con-
tinue to have, a focus on students’ 
social and emotional health. We 
want students here to feel safe and 

comfortable, and do our very best 
to make sure that’s the case.”

Rege said that this has been 
achieved thanks to Pathfinder’s 
robust support staff, and he looks 
forward to continuing those prac-
tices, as well as policies like the 
Beyonder pouches for students to 
keep their phones, which Rege said, 
“by all accounts, has made a huge 
difference.”

Rege said that he considers him-
self a collaborative-type leader, and 
that he likes to get a lot of input to 
make an educated decision. He said 
he focuses on making decisions 
supported with data.

“It’s hard to argue with solid 
data when making decisions,” Rege 
said.

Rege said that he looks for-
ward to helping the students in 
Pathfinder’s nine towns prepare 
for careers as professionals in any 
career of their choosing, including 
vocational and academic pursuits.

“As long as students graduate 
searching for truth, prepared for 
careers in the future, as well as any 
failures or opportunities for growth, 
I think we’ve done our job here as 
educators,” Rege said. “I’m looking 
forward to helping students end up 
in a career they love. We want stu-
dents heading out of here as critical 
thinkers that are able to find careers 
they’re happy and successful in.”

Fina l ly,  Rege  was  exc i t -
ed to announce that he has met 
Pathfinder’s mascot and support 
dog, Scout.

“He’s such a cute little guy, 
we’re really excited to have him 
around,” Rege said. “He was in my 
office yesterday, and he really puts 
a smile on everyone’s face.”

Submitted Photo
Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School welcomes 
its new principal, Ryan Rege.

Pathfinder Tech welcomes new principal

community

From the desk of 
Michael P. Lovato

Superintendent of Schools

Dear Ware community,

I am thrilled to welcome your 
students back and to share our 
strategic plan for the 2024-2025 
school year. 

This plan is designed to ele-
vate the quality of education and 
ensure that every student has a 
voice in their learning journey. 
This plan is a collective effort, 
with each school develop-
ing a structured and systemat-
ic approach tailored to meet the 
specific needs of their students. 

This customized strategy will 
help us achieve our ambitious 
goals and bring transformative 
changes across our district. Your 
school principals will also be 
sharing the details of their indi-
vidual school plans.  

Improving Student Attendance 
and Academic Achievement
Our goal is to increase aver-

age daily attendance to over 95% 
and reduce chronic absenteeism 
by 5%. We will implement tar-
geted strategies to boost atten-
dance and support academic suc-
cess. 

However, simply getting to 
school is just the first step. By 
fostering active engagement in 
every instructional period and 
ensuring all classes maximize 
their time actively discussing 
each of the day’s learning goals, 
we aim to ensure that students 
demonstrate one or more years 
of academic growth on our dis-
trict’s I-Ready assessments.

Fostering Robust 
Academic Discourse

To improve learning out-
comes through academic dis-
course, we will enhance the 
number and quality of questions 
asked during lessons. Through 
our current professional devel-
opment partnerships, we have 
developed a tailored approach 
to increase student-initiated 
questions and foster deeper crit-
ical thinking from pre-K through 
high school. 

Our singular instructional 
focus will be to nurture inde-

pendent thought and sophisticat-
ed expression among students, 
enabling them to better demon-
strate and explain their learning 
on assessments, articulate their 
understanding at home, and 
apply their knowledge to any 
career path they choose to pur-
sue.

Implementing High-Quality 
Instructional Materials in 

Mathematics
To provide every student with 

a consistent, high-quality edu-
cational experience, we will be 
rolling out the newly adopted 
HQIM curricula district-wide 
this academic year. We will be 
implementing i-Ready in grades 
K-8 and Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt in grades 9-12. 

This initiative will streamline 
our professional development 
processes and, over time, signifi-
cantly enhance our students’ aca-
demic outcomes in mathematics.

Maximizing the Benefits 
of Co-Teaching

We are excited about our 
investment in co-teaching, which 
allows us to better meet the 
diverse needs of our students. 
This year, we will focus on eval-
uating the current services and 
models at each school site to bet-
ter understand their strengths and 
identify areas that need improve-
ment to support students with 
special education needs. 

A comprehensive study will 
be conducted by district per-
sonnel to develop a training and 
sustainability plan for the future, 
ensuring that our co-teaching 
model continues to evolve and 
succeed.

Strengthening Parental 
Involvement

We are committed to increas-
ing parental involvement in our 
students’ academic journeys. 
All staff members will regular-
ly reach out to families, sharing 
positive updates about students’ 
growth and encouraging open 
dialogue. 

This increased engagement, 
focused on student strengths and 

Ware Public Schools
News fromNews from

SPRINGFIELD – Western New 
England University held its under-
graduate commencement ceremo-
ny on May 19 at the MassMutual 
Center, celebrating the Class of 
2024. 

The keynote speaker, esteemed 
journalist Latoyia Edwards, talked 
about the importance of bringing 
passion and intensity to one’s work 
without overshadowing what’s 
most important: family. 

“If you don’t remember any 
piece of advice that I give you this 
morning, remember to never take 
anyone who loves and supports 
you for granted,” Edwards said. 

Local graduates include Ryan 
Anthony Wawro of Ware, who 
graduated cum laude with a bache-
lor’s degree in finance and a minor 
in accounting; and Travis Jacob 
Orszulak of Ware who graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in finance.  

SPRINGFIELD – Western New 
England University takes immense 
pride in recognizing the outstanding 
academic achievements of over 540 
students who have been named to the 
President’s List and over 670 students 
to the Dean’s List for the spring 2024 
semester.

Local students earning President’s 
List honors include Shawn Santiago 
of Ware, who is working toward a 
bachelor’s degree in law and soci-
ety; Jason Desantis of Ware, who is 
working toward a bachelor’s degree 

in computer science; Tori Crevier 
of Ware, who is working toward a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing com-
munication/advertising; and Seraya 
Dauksewich of Ware, who is working 
toward a bachelor’s degree in market-
ing communication/advertising.

Local students earning Dean’s List 
honors include Caitlin Cunningham 
of Ware, who is working toward a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology; 
and Ryan Wawro of Ware, who is 
working toward a bachelor’s degree 
in finance.

WNE announces local graduates WNEU names President’s, Dean’ list students

Please see SCHOOL, page 7
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ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRYSTYLE 
PORK RIBS ...........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 
8/22/24-
8/21/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS 
PORK SPARE RIBS ............. $267

USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................ $277

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS 

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$299

$233
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............. BEEF STRIPLOIN

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

$888
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. SMOKED

HILLSHIRE FARMS
POLSKA KIELBASA 13 OR 14 OZ ...

USDA INSP. FROZEN 100% KOSHER BEEF

HEBREW NATIONAL
HOT DOGS 5 LB ...............................

$2799
ea

ea
$388

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HEIDELBEER BLUEBERRY 
CREAM CHEESE SQUARES ........ $999

$1499

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN LEGS 1/4s 40 LB BOX .....

$235
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BOX ..........

ea

lb

$669
lb

CUT
FREE

$999
USDA INSP. 2 1/2 LB BOX
KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS ea

USDA INSP. SLICED 3 LB BLOCK
LAND O’ LAKES
AMERICAN CHEESE .............

$299
lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP EASY PEEL
31/40 COUNT 2 LB .......................... $888

ea

lb
HAMBURGER PATTIES

80% LEAN 

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

4 OZ3 OZ 20 CT BOX

$1569
ea

$1999
ea

happy

CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA
(413) 967-4545

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Thursday

DOGS     CATS     RABBITS     FERRETS
AND NOW REPTILES!

★ ★

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Paige Memorial 
Library proudly presented the West African 
Drumming Workshop at the Town House. 

Leading the workshop was Jafar Manselle 
and the Wendell Warriors. Library Director 
Julie Bullock made a nice introduction as the 
workshop took place in the upstairs hall of 
the Town House. 

“We’re thrilled to have Jafar Manselle and 
the Wendell Warriors,” Bullock said. 

Manselle and the Wendell Warriors began 
the workshop with a drumming performance 
using djembe drums. The djembe drum is 
a percussion instrument that originated in 
West Africa in the 12th century and is a hand 
drum where players use their bare hands.  

 All the drums were provided for the 
workshop and supported by a grant from the 
Hardwick Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 

After the performance by the drumming 
group Manselle shared some history behind 
the djembe drum and its history in West 
African culture. 

The djembe has three basic sounds which 
Manselle taught the guests during the work-
shop. The bass is the middle of the drum, the 
tone is the sound you make when hitting the 
edge of the drum and a high pitch is when 
the player opens their fingers to slap the edge 
of the drum. 

Manselle says playing the djembe bring 
out a lot of rhythm and is tied to “instrument, 
dance and song in West Africa.”

Manselle would teach guests how to play 
and sing the song “Funga Alafia” on the 
djembe. Manselle believes it is easier to way 
what you want to play first before applying it 
to the instrument. 

“Say what you play helps in the long run,” 
Manselle said.

While teaching the three simple sounds to 
the workshop participants, Manselle would 
repeatedly use the words “bass” and “tone” 
to help them practice. 

“Sing first, then play,” Manselle suggest-
ed to the audience. Manselle believes drum-
mers who play best are players who play at 
the same time as the other players. 

“Playing together, same time, same feel-

ing, same speed,” said Manselle. 
The workshop predominantly consists of 

the newcomers practicing the song and then 

would play on the djembe drums. Manselle 
also suggested the drums are best played 
when the player tilts the drum and holds 
firmly with their legs. 

Manselle wanted the players to practice 
enough to better understand the rhythms 
before the finale of playing alongside the 
Wendell Warriors. 

“Rhythms can be easy if you make them,” 
Manselle said. 

After practicing the five parts on the 
djembe drum the workshop participants 
would join Manselle and the Wendell 
Warriors for a finale. Bullock would jump 
in and practice with Manselle and the other 
participants to learn the five parts on the 
djembe. 

All five parts practiced were now to 
become a part of one final performance as 
the djembe drum circle would loudly play 
in the hall of the Town House. Manselle had 
the idea of the workshop participants playing 
alongside the Wendell Warriors in the finale. 

“We want to perform a tremendous end-
ing for you, but want to play with you,” 
Manselle stated prior to the finale. After con-
firming with the Wendell Warriors that they 
are ready, Manselle would lead the finale and 
play with the workshop crew. 

The guests had a lot of fun and gave 
Manselle and the Wendell Warriors a nice 
round of applause for their performances on 
the djembe drums. 

his Lego sculptures. 
 Massachusetts State Grange 

- Special Agriculture Rosette adult 
prize went to Roberta McQuaid of 
Hardwick for her Floral Arrangement. 

Massachusetts State Grange - 
Special Agriculture Rosette youth 
prize went to Scout Taricanno of 
Brimfield for their Wildflower 
Arrangement. Taricanno is 10 years 
old and also made an incredible 
scarecrow that was on the stage inside 
the Ware Grange. 

Ware Grange Fair 
Special Rosette for 
an  Outs t and ing 
Non-Agriculture 
Entry Adult prize 
went to Durinda 
Mlynarski of Ware 
for their Bird House. 
Ware Grange Fair Special 
Rosette for an Outstanding Non-
Agriculture Entry from the youth 
went to Eden Fanelli of Hardwick 
for their Poster Display. Ware Grange 
Fair Special Rosette for Best of Show 
in the Fun Dog Show was won by 
Blanche owned by Susan Adams of 
Warren. 

The Ware Grange was hosting sev-
eral raffles over the course of the cou-
ple days the fair was taking place. 
There was a 50/50 raffle, basket raffle 
and penny sale for visitors to partici-
pate in. 

Proceeds from these raffles help 
the Grange maintain their grounds 
and help with upkeep of the building. 
The baskets were generously donated 
and baked goods were provided by 
members of the Grange. 

The fair keeps to tradition, but 
Ware Grange secretary Randy Vaill 
said the Grange is “always happy to 
have new people”. 

One of the new art forms displayed 
in this year’s fair was diamond dot 
artwork. There is also Legos, water-
colors and many artistic entries 
that were exhibited inside the Ware 
Grange. Many adults and youths par-
ticipated in agricultural and non-agri-
cultural contests. First, second, third 
place and participant ribbons were 
awarded. 

The Ware Grange has always had a 
good working collaboration with the 
Ware Center Meeting House as they 
gave guests a space to park their cars 
near the Grange on the field of the 
meetinghouse. The Meeting House 
and Museum was opening up as well 
throughout the duration of the Grange 
Fair. 

The Grange Fair had many new 
features this year. One of them was 
a dog show. The winner of the dog 
show was Blanche and her owner 
Susan Adams of Warren. The dog 
show was a lot of fun and could pos-
sibly be a new annual attraction at the 
Grange Fair. 

The Grange also featured a gam-
ing tent for kids and adults. Games 
featured were lucky duck match, 
cornhole toss, disk drop and spin 

the wheel. Helpers John, Lauren and 
Sara were running the fair games and 
handed out cute prizes to the lucky 
winners. 

Another kid activity was a Plushie 
Parade Party. Each kid would bring 
their favorite plushie and march 
in a parade together all around the 
grounds of Ware Grange. There was 
also a photo booth for kids to pose 
with their plushies. 

For food the Grange hosted a new 
course in the form of a BBQ dinner 
that includes pulled pork, brisket and 
chicken. For years, the Ware Grange 
would offer ham and beans during the 
fair, but this year changed it up with a 
BBQ experience. 

The fair also featured a pie eat-
ing contest, which has been a popu-
lar event at the Ware Grange Fair for 
years. 

The annual fair is very much 
enjoyed by hundreds of Ware resi-
dents every year and the Ware Grange 
looks forward to having it again in 
2025. 

Anyone in Massachusetts can enter 
exhibits during the fair. The Ware 
Grange always welcomes new exhib-
itors. 

The Ware Grange has many activ-
ities and workshops for adults and 
kids throughout the year. Information 
about the Fair and the Grange can be 
found on www.waregrange.org. 

Library holds drumming workshop in Town House

West African Drumming Workshop

SEE MORE 
GRANGE 

PHOTOS ON 
PAGE 10.

GRANGE from page 1

This award-winning Lego sculpture was created by Lukka Hastings.

This watercolor painting of a 
jellyfish was made by Hannah 
Ventura and won first prize. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The Grange provided hot dogs and 
other treats throughout the Grange 
Fair.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago 
Jafar Manselle and the Wendell Warriors held a drumming workshop inside the Town House.

Library Director Julie Bullock tried out the djembe during the workshop. 

Jafar Manselle, shown in the center of the 
drumming circle, provided simple hand 
drum styles on the djembe drum.

Hardwick

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Your guide to investing 
in an election year

Investing in an election year presents unique 
challenges due to increased market volatility 
and uncertainty surrounding policy changes. As 
November 2024 approaches, election noise will 
only increase, making it crucial for investors to 
maintain focus on their long-term goals. 

Based on extensive research and analysis 
of the past 23 presidential election cycles, our 
Guide to investing in an election year offers a 
comprehensive look at how elections have 
influenced markets. It can help answer some of 
your most pressing questions, including:

•  Is one party better than the other for 
investors?

• Do politics impact specific stocks or asset 
classes?

• Are there observable trends from past 
election cycles?

To discuss these insights, please join me at my 
next “investing in an election year” meeting.

Investing in an election year
Date: Tuesday, September 17th , 2024

Time: 5:30PM
Location: Palmer Public Library, 

1455 N Main St, Palmer, MA 01069

RSVP: 
Faith Esposito or Hunter Boody

413-289-1875 
by September 7th, 2024

Dinner will be provided. Feel free to invite a 
friend. (Let us know when you RSVP.) 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

Hunter E Boody
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/27/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository 
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

6-month 1-year 2-year

3.302.80%2.10
$1000 $1000 $1000
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Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787
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MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH  at 11:00 A.M. 
Public AuctioN

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springf ield,  MA •  Phi ladelphia,  PA 
413-733-5238 •  610-853-6655 

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)  
MA Auc.  Lic.  #161 •  PA Auc.  Lic.  #AY000241L  

Aaron Posnik 
AUCTIONEERS · APPRAISERS

14-16Vigeant Street     WARE, MA 
To be sold on the Premises 

12 BEDROOMS 
3 STORY 

FOUR FAMILY STYLE HOME 

• WARE •

 Features: 
• 3 Story Four Family Style Home • ±6,969 S/F of Land • 

• Total of (12) Bedrooms & (4) Baths • 
• ±2,896 S/F of Finished Area • Electric Heat •  

• Basement • Vinyl Floors • Vinyl Siding •  
• Separately Metered • Plaster Interior Walls •   

• Public Water & Sewer • Assessors Map: 61-0-26 • 

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney Jerry B. Plumb 

Of the Firm of  O’Connell & Plumb, P.C. 
75 Market Place, Springfield, MA 

Attorney for Mortgagee 

Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Initial Deposit Bank or Certified Funds. 
Deposit to be Increased to 10% of Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days. 

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies. 
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com
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to meet ADA requirements, including 
the height of parking signage, and van 
access for parking. 

He said there is also abrupt changes 
to surfaces (more than one-quarter inch) 
which would need to be leveled. Mazik 
said the doors to buildings have exces-
sive operating forces, being both hard to 
open and closing too quickly. 

He said this is a common issue found 
in all of the communities they evaluate.

Mazik said stair rails need to be 
round or oval in shape, for both indoor 
and outdoor staircases. 

Mazik said the bathrooms in town-
owned buildings also needed changes, 
including the height of mirrors and soap 
dispensers. 

He said the town’s playgrounds do 
not have accessibility to playground 
equipment. The town’s sidewalk are 
also not in compliance.

Mazik said the Fire Stations and 
Police Station are not compliant with 
ADA requirements.

Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair 
David Dufresne said the town is con-

ducting a feasibility study to build a 
public safety complex, which if con-
structed, would address these issues.

“We want to be accessible to every-
body,” Dufresne said. 

Substance use discussion
The board agreed to use opioid set-

tlement money to bring Chris Herren, a 
former Boston Celtics player who strug-
gled with substance use and formed 
The Herren Project, to the Quaboag 
Regional School District. 

“This would qualify for the use of 
those funds,” Town Administrator James 
Ferrera said. 

Ferrera said the program will likely 
be held in the school’s gym and be open 
to all middle and high school students. 
The program is expected to be held on 
Dec. 11. 

Ferrera said the town will share the 
cost with West Brookfield. Each town 
would use about $2,600 of its settlement 
money to bring Herren to the school. 

Town Administrator’s report
Ferrera said he and the Treasurer 

met with the town’s Massachusetts 

Interlocal Insurance Association repre-
sentative to discuss the health insurance 
renewal for retirees. He said the town 
currently has 11 retirees on the plan.

He said prescription rates have 
increased and continue to rise. Ferrera 
said it is something they will have to 
monitor.

“We have to just keep an eye on 
that,” he said. 

Ferrera said he is planning to apply 
for a risk management grant from 
MIIA.

“I’m going to be working with a cou-
ple different departments to see what 
some of the needs are to identify some 
of the criteria that they’re really looking 
for to be successful for our grant,” he 
said. 

Ferrera said CMRPC put out a 
request for proposal for the town com-
mon improvement project and received 
one response from Weston & Sampson. 

“We are evaluating the respondent,” 
Ferrera said. “The evaluation is current-
ly underway.”

Ferrera said he is working on a mem-
orandum of understanding for a comfort 

dog in the town. 
He said the new custodian is address-

ing some of the needs at the Shepard 
Municipal Building, including clean-
ing the sign board and clearing weeds 
along the building. The custodian is also 
removing junk items from the building.

“With this building and with some 
of the stuff that’s over at the police sta-
tion…there is a need for a dumpster,” 
Ferrera said. 

Ferrera said he is working to fill 
vacant positions in town. 

Public safety complex presentation
Ferrera said Tecton Architects will 

hold their presentation regarding the 
outcome of the feasibility study for 
a public safety complex on Sept. 19 
during the Board of Selectmen’s meet-
ing.

Appointment
Dusty  was  appointed  to  the 

Conservation Commission to serve a 
one-year term. Ferrera said Dusty has 
met all of the requirements of the posi-
tion.

 

WARREN from page 1

successes, will help families feel more confident in 
what Ware provides for their children and will fos-
ter more transparent, two-way conversations about 
their children’s needs, supporting our shared goal 
of student success.

We also encourage parents to ask questions and 
visit us at any time. Your insights and feedback 
are invaluable, and we are here to support you and 
your child every step of the way. Please feel free to 
contact us or come by to discuss any concerns or 
ideas you may have.

Engaging with the Community
In addition to these exciting developments, 

I will be meeting with students and community 
members to gather first-hand perspectives on how 
we can further enhance the quality of education 
and services we offer. These interactions will pro-
vide invaluable insights into how we can continue 
to improve and ensure our strategies are as effec-
tive as possible.

Our strategic plan is more than a roadmap; it is 
a testament to our community’s dedication to edu-
cational excellence. The principals at each site will 
soon present their unique plans to the community 
and share short videos detailing their initial action 
steps on the district webpage.

We are genuinely excited about the year ahead 
and the positive changes our strategic plan will 
bring. With your continued support and collabora-
tion, we are confident that this will be one of our 
most successful school years yet. We look forward 
to working together to make this a transformative 
and enriching experience for all our students. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to 
our schools and students. With your support, we 
are poised to make this school year one of our best 
yet.

SCHOOL NEWS from page 5

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning Board 
had a public hearing regarding two 
solar projects going on in Ware. 

At their Aug. 15 meeting the 
Planning Board met with neigh-
boring residents near 278 Osborne 
Road and representatives of Melink 
Solar Development to discuss ongo-
ing concerns with the projects. 

The first was about Ware Solar 
Location at 278 Osborne Road 
which has a site plan that the appli-
cant first applied for back in 2019. 
Part of the project involves a hous-
ing structure and a garage structure. 

Planning Board Chair Kenneth 
Crosby had asked to review docu-
ments and maps of the structures 
that don’t seem to have clarity on 
what the company is planning to 
build. 

“We don’t know what this foun-
dation is for,” Crosby said. 

In February of 2021 the Planning 
Board unanimously voted to allow 
a subdivision plan for Melink Solar 
Development and their solar proj-
ect but at some point, there were 
changes to the plan, which neigh-
boring residents of the worksite of 
Osborne Road claimed they weren’t 
informed about. 

The Planning Board said they 
have no evidence if the planning 
department sent notices out to the 
public about the subdivision chang-

es. 
Representing the applicant was 

Business Development Partner 
Jeremy Chapman, alongside the 
virtual attendance of CJ Bertin and 
Attorney TJ Recupero. 

Recupero after hearing about 
the residents’ concerns and believ-
ing the address is not eligible for 
solar, said “This is a restarted public 
hearing. An address changes when a 
permit is issued.”

Although the address for the 
project is identified as 278 Osborne 
Road, the property is technically 
now on Hardway Circle. There has 
also been a new solar bylaw added 
to Ware since the original applica-
tion by Melink Solar Development 
which was approved by voters at a 
Town Meeting. 

Vice-Chair Richard Starodoj 
believes these projects such as the 
special permit and site plan are 
intertwined, but wants to know with 
the new addition to the solar bylaw 
is the applicant still valid to operate 
under the original application. 

“Should it carry on or have 
changed,” Starodoj asked. 

Crosby and the rest of the 
Planning Board members want-
ed to know what’s going on and 
where over the course of the last 
three to five years did there become 
such miscommunication between 
the departments, peer reviewers, the 
residents and the applicant. 

Starodoj suggested once this 
matter is resolved, all parties do 

a better job documenting what is 
being done and be well in detail of 
what work is being done on the site. 

Chapman agreed with the 
Planning Board and believes bring-
ing in a peer reviewer would bene-
fit all parties involved to be on the 
property to give a more updated 
look at the property and show the 
adjustments made to the project.

One of the concerns from several 
of the residents is there is a runoff 
of water going into their properties 
instead of drainage into the road. 
The water is ending up in the back-
side of some properties. 

Engineer CJ Bertin shared 
site plans on screen of basins and 
explained how drainage will run off 
appropriately. 

“The solar field itself is going 
to be seeded,” Bertin said. “Have a 
better ability to retain water. 

Chapman believes the developer 
is in good position to successfully 
complete the project as they intend 
to review with conservation com-
missions of Ware and Hardwick and 
prepared and wished to reintroduce 
everything about the project during 
the Aug. 15 meeting and answer any 
questions from the board and from 
the public. 

“This is a process”, Chapman 
said. “We are willing to do the res-
toration if needed.”

Melink Solar Development pro-
vides pre-construction develop-
ment services for utility-scale solar 
PV projects, including design, site 

review, permitting, and structured 
finance. 

The Planning Board reviewed 
several legal questions that they 
have for town council and attorneys 
that need answers before approv-
ing a site plan and special permit to 
Melink Solar Development. 

Crosby said there are too many 
legal questions and revisions that 
might need to be made to approve 
the site plan and award a special 
permit to the applicant. 

The public hearing for Ware 
Solar Location at 278 Osborne 
Road was postponed to the next 
planning board meeting on Sept. 5. 

The next public hearing was 
about a solar facility on Greenwich 
Road. The applicant is seeking to 
reopen the site plan and a special 
permit for the project. 

Chapman also spoke on behalf 
of the applicant for this project and 
said that once gravel removal is 
completed, the applicant is looking 
to add solar to the property. The 
project is awaiting approval from 
the Conservation Commission once 
the plan is finalized. 

A peer review will be needed 
first before being approved by the 
Planning Board. 

Melink Solar Development is 
interested in purchasing the prop-
erty once gravel is removed. This 
hearing was postponed until Sept. 
19. 

Planning Board identifies concerns about Solar Project

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.

P E A B O DY  –  B a r t o n 
Associates, a leading locum 
tenens staffing agency in the 
U.S. with nine offices nation-
wide, was named the 96th-larg-
est staffing firm in the U.S. by 
Staffing Industry Analysts.

The company climbed 21 
spots from last year – a testa-
ment to its rapid growth and 
expanding influence in the 
country’s healthcare staffing 
industry. The 2024 update of 
SIA’s annual “Largest Staffing 
Firms in the U.S.” list ranks 
staffing firms across staffing 
segments (IT, locum tenens, 
industrial, office/clerical, and 
more) based on SIA estimates 
of 2023 U.S. staffing revenue. 

A total of 241 companies 
with an estimated 2023 staffing 
revenue of at least $100 million 
were included in the list.

“We’re honored and excit-
ed to be ranked among the top 
100 largest staffing firms in 
the United States,” said Robert 
Indresano, CEO of Barton 
Associates, in a press release. 
“This accomplishment is a 
milestone for our company that 
illustrates the immense trust 
medical providers and health-

care facilities have in our unique 
and personalized locum tenens 
staffing services. Our teams 
are committed to continuing to 
build that trust by pushing the 
envelope and providing innova-
tive solutions to complex staff-
ing challenges in hospitals, clin-
ics, and other medical facilities 
across the country.”

As the physician shortage 
continues to disrupt continui-
ty of patient care across the 
U.S., healthcare facilities have 
become increasingly reliant on 
locum tenens providers to fill 
staffing gaps.

Barton Associates recruits 
locum tenens doctors, nurse 
practitioners, physician assis-
tants, and dentists in a wide 
variety of specialties, deploy-
ing them at healthcare facilities 
in all 50 states and every U.S. 
territory on temporary assign-
ments.

“This recognition by SIA 
emphasizes our dedication to 
addressing critical healthcare 
staffing shortages in all cor-
ners of the country,” Indresano 

Barton Associates 
breaks top 100 largest 
U.S. staffing firms

Please see BARTON, page 8
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Veterans Day Salute
Ware River News ~ November 7, 2024

Ware River News will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Ware River News, 80 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 21, 2024.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 
submitted photo, please contact before to October 10th.

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, August 31st ~ 7pm-11pm

Pure Country
Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 28th

7pm-11pm

A.S.B.

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

She said the goal is to remove 
Baystate Health as the beneficiary 
of these trusts, as it is no longer 
providing healthcare to the region.

“Baystate is pushing back and 
saying ‘listen, we’re providing 
Wing, which is giving healthcare 
to Ware within 25 miles,’” she said. 
“Not us.”

Korzec said the town of Ware 
has hired an outside lawyer in addi-
tion to their regular counsel. She 
said the outside lawyer is looking 
at the trust and town counsel (KP 
Law) is addressing the demolition.

“Wha t ’s  been  uncovered 
through this trust, Bank of America 
and Baystate are open to discus-
sion,” she said. “The fact of the 
matter is; it is not meeting the orig-

inal intent of Gilbertville and Ware. 
It is not.”

Korzec  ta lked  about  the 
Hardick healthcare model, which 
she is working on with the Board 
of Health, Physician’s Advisory 
Board, UMass, UMass Innovation 
and more.

“We’re trying to put a model 
here in Hardwick and our commu-
nities, including New Braintree and 
Barre, that actually meets the needs 
of a rural community,” she said. 

This includes a small urgent 
care, a satellite pharmacy, vans 
and mobile units, placing AEDs 
throughout town and the training of 
residents.

Korzec said there are 14 specific 
brands identified to support these 
activities. Identifying a building to 
house these services is essential to 

moving forward.
She said a request has been 

submitted to the Health Resources 
and Services Administration to add 
Hardwick and surrounding com-
munities to the “healthcare desert” 
designation in 2025. 

“Anybody that’s in this, in gen-
eral, over the last five years, has 
gotten $10 million to their town to 
support these,” she said. 

Korzec said she will return to 
the Select Board each month to 
give its members an update. 

Town Administrator Justine 
Caggiano proposed forming a 
healthcare task force, comprised 
of one member each from the 
Select Board, Finance Committee, 
Planning Board,  Physician’s 
Advisory/Board of Health and 
Korzec. She will reach out to each 

board and committee to seek inter-
ested members to join the task 
force.

“There’s a lot to oversee here,” 
Caggiano said. “We really need to 
be watching this and looking out 
for Hardwick.”

Korzec said staying on top of 
this project to bring healthcare to 
Hardwick is essential to the well-
ness of the community at large.

“If we don’t have healthcare, we 
don’t have anything,” she said.

Town Administrator’s report
Caggiano said she had a meet-

ing with the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  H i g h w a y 
Superintendent to discuss grants 
the town was awarded. 

She also went over the possi-
ble grants the town could apply 
for with members of the Capital 
Planning Committee.

“We can be strategic about the 
grants we go for,” she said. 

Caggiano said she also met with 
both the Fire Chief and Highway 
Superintendent about using the two 
earmarks the town received from 
the state. She said the earmarks are 
for the Municipal Office Building 
and to replace three of the town’s 
fire hydrants.  

She said there are three vacan-
cies on the Highway Department 
and applications have been com-
ing in. She said the position of 
Wastewater  Treatment  Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator is still 

vacant and she encouraged people 
to apply. 

Caggiano said town officials 
looked at a used firetruck from the 
town of Wales, but it would not 
meet the town’s needs. She said the 
Capiral Planning Committee did 
approve the purchase of a demo 
truck, and the information will now 
be forwarded to the Select Board 
and Finance Committee.

“We really did our due dili-
gence,” she said. 

She said they need to be fiscal-
ly responsible, while still being 
responsible to its residents.

Caggiano said she meets week-
ly with the Assessor and Building 
Inspector regarding the three 
vacant town-owned properties.

Recognitions
Caggiano recognized Devon 

Ruud, Director of Facilities at 
Eagle Hill School for mowing 
the grounds in preparation for the 
Hardwick Community Fair. 

She said Police Officer Patrick 
Almstrom, Deputy Fire Chief 
Nicholas Gaumond and Firefighter 
Louie Gaumond will be recognized 
for saving a person’s life back in 
January. They will be honored by 
the Worcester District Attorney’s 
office  on Sept .  23 in  New 
Braintree. 

Caggiano also recognized 
Treasurer/Collector Jess Crawford 
for taking classes toward earning 
her Massachusetts Treasurer’s cer-
tification. She will be eligible to 

take the exam next August. 

Special event policy 
Board members reviewed and 

approved an amended special event 
policy and application that was 
drafted by Caggiano.

This new application will help 
applicants and town departments 
ensure that all requirements have 
been met.

“Everyone has a section where 
they’ll be kind of responsible for,” 
Select Board Chair Kelly Kemp 
said. “Which I think is really good 
so that everyone’s on board with 
the event that’s happening.”

Caggiano said the policy and 
application will help keep the spe-
cial event process equitable and 
fair for all.

Appointment
The board approved the appoint-

ment of Robert Guevin to the 
Hardwick Recycling Center.

EMS contract
The board approved and signed 

an ambulance contract with the 
town of Barre after it was reviewed 
by town counsel.

Upcoming holiday events
The Trail of Treats will be held 

on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 5:30-8 
p.m., with a rain date of Oct. 27. 

Christmas on the Common will 
be held on Sunday, Dec. 1 from 
3-5:30 p.m. with the tree lighting 
at 5 p.m. 

points off in areas that Johnson 
believes shouldn’t have gotten 
points taken off. 

“The application is very specif-
ic,” Johnson said. 

The CDA would like to get more 
information and clarity from the 
state to see what is wrong with 
their application and projects they 
were aiming to pursue in use of 
CDBG. It is a timely matter as 
CDBG grants have time frames. 

“The grant is an 18 month time 
frame,” Johnson stated. 

Town Manager Stuart Beckley 
said the application didn’t score 
high enough and the town will look 
into why. The first step is to meet 
with state reviewers and find out 

why the application didn’t score 
well. 

Afterwards, the Selectboard will 
also look into the use of American 
Rescue Plan Act funds that may 
supplement the social services. 

If the grant is received, the town 
will be able to do a pool replace-
ment that will include a splash 
pad. Beckley said the CDBG grant 
“does not just fund social services.” 
In addition to social services, the 
town is also looking to support 
domestic violence outreach, senior 
outreach programming and adult 
literacy. 

The CDA is also looking into 
their façade program. A facade pro-
gram is an incentive program that 
helps property owners and busi-
nesses improve the look of their 
buildings and storefronts. 

The CDA is submitting an appli-
cation for the state after reviewing 
the requirements of their Façade 
Grant from FY 2021. 

QVCDC presentation
The CDA members listened to a 

presentation given by the Quaboag 
Valley Community Development 
Corporation who shared potential 
ways to provide additional assis-
tance. The façade program may 
benefit the Behavioral Health 
Network who is looking for brick 
work and sandblasting. 

CDA members are waiting for 
the state to review the façade pack-
et. The CDA will try to decide by 
December how to use the funds. 

The CDA voted to extend the 
QVCDC loan for two years. 

CDA  from page1

HARDWICK  from page1

said. “As we continue to grow 
and expand our reach, we remain 
devoted to connecting highly 
skilled providers with the facil-
ities that need them most. Our 
rise in the rankings is not just 
evidence of our business suc-
cess, but also of the vital role we 
play in supporting the healthcare 
infrastructure of our country.”

About Barton Associates
Barton Associates, headquar-

tered in Peabody, is a leading 
national locum tenens physician, 
nurse practitioner, physician 
assistant, and dentist staffing and 
recruiting firm. Learn more at 
BartonAssociates.com.

BARTON  from page 7

The Weir River Concert Band 
will begin its 20th season on 
Sept. 11 and the band is always 
looking for new members on any 
instrument, any ability level and 
any age.  

The  band  rehearses  on 
Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 
p.m. at the Stone Church Cultural 
Center, Route 32 in Gilbertville. 

The band has a Christmas per-
formance scheduled for Sunday, 
Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center and a 
performance on June 8, also at 
the Stone Church at 2 p.m.

If you’d like to share your 
musical talent with the band, 
please contact Joanne Meegan by 
email at jomeegan@comcast.net.  

Weir River Concert Band to 
begin its 20th season

WEST BROOKFIELD –The 
First Congregational Church, 36 
North Main St. has been host-
ing its Flea Market on the town 
Common for more than 50 years 
and this year it will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 14 from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. 

Sellers of all kinds are wel-
come - flea folk, antique dealers, 
crafters, product vendors, and 
those emptying out basements 

and attics. No food vendors, 
please. 

Spaces are available for 
$40 for a 20 by 20 grassy spot. 
Vendors must bring their own 
tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor a 
food tent with grilled food, cold 
drinks and sweet treats. Email to 
fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com 
for an application.

Vendors needed for Flea Market

W E S T  B R O O K F I E L D 
– On Saturday, Aug. 31, the 
Lake Wickaboag Preservation 
Association in conjunction with The 
Lake Wickaboag Boat Club will be 
hosting a water ski show. 

The Aqua Riders of Holland will 
be performing on the south end of 
Lake Wickaboag in West Brookfield 
from 11 a.m.-noon. Admission is 

free, lake merchandise and raffle 
tickets will be available. 

Viewing will be from the town 
beach on Cottage Street in West 
Brookfield, The Lake Wickaboag 
Boat Club or from your anchored 
boat on the lake in the designated 
area. All are welcome. 

Please visit www.lakewickabo-
ag.com for more information. 

Water skiing show comes to Lake Wickaboag

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent 

HARDWICK – Aug. 26 is 
National Dog Day, a heartwarming 
occasion dedicated to celebrating 
our beloved canine companions. 

Founded in 2004 by Colleen 
Paige, the same day her family 
initially adopted their family dog, 
this annual event not only honors 
the joy and loyalty dogs bring to 
our lives but also raises awareness 
about dogs in need. It serves as a 
reminder of the millions of dogs 
in shelters and rescues awaiting 

adoption; bringing awareness also 
encourages responsible pet own-
ership and supports initiatives like 
spaying and neutering to help con-
trol the pet population.

National Dog Day was cele-
brated at the Hardwick Vineyard & 
Winery this past Monday. This was 
the first year they have celebrat-
ed National Dog Day but they did 
not disappoint when it came to the 
comfort of our furry friends. 

Offering water bowls and a wel-
coming space indoors for patron’s 
dogs to come inside out of the 
sun. They were also offering Pup 

Cups, which is a small cup filled 
with whipped cream with small dog 
treats sprinkled on top, they were a 
hit with many of the furry clientele 
there. 

For human customers the winery 
had live music provided by musi-
cian Lori Brooks, playing from as 
well as their usual menu of cheese 
plates and charcuterie boards, not 
to mention the many special wines 
the winery stocks.

Hardwick Winery endeavors to 
celebrate as many creative nation-
al holidays as they can, not only 
to bring patrons to their business 

but also bring a celebratory vibe 
to their community. They have 
recently celebrated both National 
Lemonade Day with a special lem-
onade wine and National Drive 
Thru Day as a throwback to the 
times of the pandemic of when that 
is how they served patrons. 

Hardwick Vineyard & Winery, 
located near the Quabbin Reservoir 
at 3305 Greenwich Road, is housed 
in a restored 1795 mansion origi-
nally owned by Giles E. Warner. 

The Samek family purchased 

National Dog Day celebrated at Hardwick Winery

Please see DOG DAY, page 17

www.warerivernews.com
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Local book binder 
featured at gallery 
show

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – Since 
1994, Karen Thompson Bullock 
and her husband, Ron, have owned 
and operated Old Working Books 
& Bindery, selling and restoring 
rare books by using restorative 
techniques that take both time, 
patience and a keen eye for detail.

On Friday, Sept. 6 from 5-7 
p.m., Bollock will share her work 
at the West Brookfield Art & 
Frame Gallery, 10 East Main St., 
for an opening reception featur-
ing wine and cheese. “Rare Books” 
will be on display throughout the 
month of September. 

Bullock’s historic home is also 
her workspace, after her family 
moved here in 2002 and shifted 
their book business online. With 
four book presses, Bullock can 
work on multiple books at once, 
helping give many a beloved text 
new life.

“Repairs are the most popular,” 
Bullock said of her client’s request.

The second most popular 
request is family Bible repair and 
restoration. 

Bullock will be displaying many 
of her recent projects, including a 
first edition of H.G. Well’s “The 
Invisible Man”, which she restored 
from cover to cover, including each 
individual page.

“This is going to outlive any-
body,” Bullock said of the book.

A complete restoration includes 
making repairs to or replacing 
bindings, replacing the cover and 
end papers and bleaching the pages 
to their former brightness.

Bullock said not all collectors 
are looking to restore their book to 
like-new condition, some just want 
to make repairs and allow the book 
to show its age and wear.

“There’s two kind of collectors 
– those that want it original and 
those that want it new,” she said. 

Different styles of bindings 
require Bullock to use a variety 

of techniques, including stitch-
ing and working with leather. A 
skill she perfected in her almost 
two decades of working for Dover 
Saddlery.

Bullock will also feature her 
artwork in the “Rare Books,” 
show, including handcrafted blank 
books and journals. Each journal 
comes with one of Bullock’s cus-
tom cards, featuring artwork from 
books that could not be restored.

“If I can’t fix a book, I salvage 
the pictures,” she said, mounting 
them on Strathmore stock paper. 

Bullock also uses squash prints 
from the U.K.’s Vintage Paper Co., 
which applies colorful prints on 
top of pages from old books. If 
you look closely, you can still see 
the words peeking out from under-
neath the vivid patterns. 

Bullock said there will be 
two hanging pieces in the “Rare 
Books” show, including a rare 
Currier & Ives stock print of the 
twin-screw steamer “Lucania,” 
which was featured at the New 
York World’s Fair in 1893. 

Stock prints are challenging 
to find, Bullock said, being more 

expensive to reproduce than more 
readily available “rush” prints. 
Stock prints are also hand-col-
ored, and Bullock’s print is still 
in its original frame made by 
Goodspeed’s Book Shop in Boston.

Bullock also has an 1830 Abel 
Bowen map of the city of Boston. 

“These are the only two things 
in the show I haven’t done any-
thing with,” Bullock said. 

Bullock is looking forward to 
the reception and sharing her love 
of rare books and paper with the 
community.

Gallery owner Rebecca Fay 
described Bullock as “a genius,” 
for her talent and vision in creating 
her works of art.

Keeping with the theme of 
“Rare Books” is a complementa-
ry display that will be hung at the 
gallery during Bullock’s show, fea-
turing framed vintage bird illus-
trations that Fay received from her 
friend in Florida.

Fay said her friend is a writer 
and poet, and also a Vietnam vet-
eran. 

“He inherited this pile [of 
prints] from his sister in law’s 

father and he sent me a box,” she 
said. 

The illustrations were created 
by noted avian artists Guy Tudor, 
John Yrizarry, Michel Kleinbaum 
and David Simon. The originals 
still have the printer’s marks on 
them, Fay said. 

Fay said she’s spent a lot of 
time researching the illustrations 
and found that bird enthusiasts are 
also book lovers and she thought 
this would be a fitting secondary 
display to showcase during “Rare 
Books.”

“I thought it would be a good 
combination with Karen’s show,” 
Fay said. 

Other gallery happenings 
On Friday, Oct. 4 from 5-7 p.m. 

the gallery will host an opening 
reception for the second annu-
al Jewelry Show, featuring three 
local jewelry makers, Jennifer 
Geldard, Cathe Palo and Cassandra 
Goldwater. 

On Friday, Nov. 15 the gallery 
will hold its eighth annual Small 
Works Show with an opening 
reception from 5-7 p.m. 

G a l l e r y  h o u r s  a t  We s t 
Brookfield Art & Frame are 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sundays 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Rare are Books

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Karen Thompson Bullock will be the featured artist in “Rare Books” 
at the West Brookfield Art & Frame Gallery, opening on Sept. 6. 
Bullock will share some of her rare book collection, including books 
she has restored and her handcrafted blank books.

Karen Thompson Bullock used binder’s board and paper to make this Christmas tree decoration.

Karen Thompson Bullock used marbled paper and binder’s board to 
make these fun maracas.

“Rare Books” also features Karen Thompson Bullock’s handmade 
cards, which features artwork repurposed from books that could not 
be restored.
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WARE GRANGE FAIRWARE GRANGE FAIRSeen at theSeen at theThe Grange Fair 
featured a bake 
sale with many 
homemade goods. 

This scarecrow was created by 10-year-old 
Scout Taricanno of Brimfield.

Mackenzie 
posed at 
the Plushie 
Parade Party 
photo booth. 

This award winning vegetable display 
was made by Blanche Carlson. 

Residents strolled around the Ware Grange to see some of the entries and 
award winners in this year’s fair. 

This flower arrangement by Roberta McQuaid won Mass State Grange Special 
Agriculture Rosette. 

Fun games were available at the Grange Fair, including lucky duck match, corn-
hole toss, disk drop and spinning wheel. 

Left to right, John, Lauren and Sara were helping out at the Grange Fair by 
offering fun carnival games and handing out prizes. 

Handcrafted quilts displayed inside the Ware 
Grange during their 77th annual fair. 

Turley Photos by 
Ryan Drago
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CENTRAL MASS. 
TAKES FIELD 
HOCKEY GOLD

Submitted photo

The Central Mass. Bay State 
Games Field Hockey team won 
the Gold Medal, which includ-
ed Quabbin player, shown here, 
sophomore Makenzie Casey. The 
Bay State Games were held from 
Thursday, July 12 to Sunday July 
14. The field hockey showcase 
consisted of five regions: Metro; 
Northeast; Southeast; Coastal; 
West and Central. The Central 
team went 3-0-1 in tournament 
play, and played in the gold medal 
round against the 3-1 Southeast 
team, beating them 2-1. Some 
of the local field hockey players 
were Makenzie Casey, Quabbin 
Regional HS; Kaitlynn Swistak, 
Quaboag Regional HS; Alyssa 
Drapuck, Tantasqua HS.

WARE – The Ware High School boys 
soccer team faced neighbor Pathfinder on 

Tuesday afternoon in a scrimmage. The 
Indians are coming off a season where they 
were undefeated in the regular season and 

only lost games in the Western Mass. and state tourna-
ments. The Indians were edged in the Western Mass. 
final against Mt. Greylock and in the second game of 
the state tournament against Mahar Regional. Coming 
off 16 wins last year, the Indians will open up the 

regular season on the road at Hoosac Valley on Friday, 
Sept. 6 at 5:30 p.m. Their home opener is on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. against Commerce.

Indians face off in scrimmage with PioneersIndians face off in scrimmage with Pioneers

The Indians are 
getting ready 
for their season 
opener next 
week. The boys were runners-up 

in Western Mass. last year.
The Indians are looking to follow-up on a phenom-
enal 2023 season.

The Indians lost just two games all season last 
year.

Ware boys soccer scrimmages Tuesday afternoon 
at home.

Turley photos by 
Jack Cascio 
NEAP.smugmug.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Wayne Page was 
named as the varsity football coach 
at Quabbin Regional High School 
prior to the start of the 2021 regular 
season. 

The Quabbin football team 
only had 19 players in uniform for 
the final game of the 2021 cam-
paign, which was a home loss to 
rival Gardner on the night before 
Thanksgiving. 

When the Panthers kick off 
the 2024 regular season against 
the Gardner Wildcats at home on 
September 12, they’ll have more 
than 40 players standing on the side-
line. 

“We finished the 2021 season 
with only 19 players, and we now 
have 43 players,” said Page fol-
lowing a recent preseason practice. 
“The players have worked very hard 
during the offseason, and I’m really 
excited about this season.”

The Panthers return a total of 
19 starters from last year’s squad, 
which finished with a 5-6 overall 
record.

“A lot of the seniors were forced 
to play key roles for us when they 
were freshmen, so they took their 
lumps,” said Page, who was previ-
ously an assistant football coach at 
both Grafton High School, which is 
his alma mater, and at Hudson High 
School. “We’re a very experienced 
team on both sides of the ball this 
year. We just need to keep working 
hard at practice.”           

During Page’s first two years 
coaching at Quabbin, he was a phys-
ical education teacher at Hudson 
High School. He’s now teaching 
physical education at Quabbin, 

which has made things a lot easier 
for him.

“I was a teacher in another 
school district during the first two 
years that I was coaching here, 
which was very difficult,” Page said. 
“I didn’t see the players during the 
school day, and you can’t keep tabs 
on their grades. Being in the same 
school building has really helped a 
lot.”    

Because Quabbin and Gardner 
are both members of the Mid-Wach 
E, they’ll be playing each other 
twice for the third year in a row. The 
Panthers won both games in 2021 
and 2022, but the Wildcats didn’t 
have very much trouble sweeping 
the season series a year ago.  

Larger Panthers team looks to take gridiron by storm

West team falls in 
bronze medal game

WALTHAM – The Central and 
West field hockey teams well-rep-
resented their regions in the Bay 
State Games held over the sum-
mer. The Central team won the 
gold while the West team made 
it to bronze game. Here are some 
highlights of the tournament.

Central won an early round 
game against Metro/Northeast 
3-1. Central goals scored by 
juniors  Katelynn Swistak  (6) 
and  Emma Huslander  (2) as well 

as sophomore  Elly Schofer  (8). 
Metro/Northeast’s lone goal 
was scored by sophomore  Lia 
Arevalo  (10) assisted by fresh-
man Addison Aufiero (8). 

West had a wild tie with 
Coastal 5-5. Sophomore  Adeline 
Finlaw  (3)  scored 2 goals 
and had one assist for Coastal. 
Sophomore  Paige Moreau  (8) 
had both a goal and an assist. 
Other Coastal goals scored were 
from juniors  Lilly Cook  (9) 
and  Summer Silverman  (11). 
Junior  Ellia Delisle  (15) and 

Central Mass. wins Bay State Games

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Many sports 
camps were held throughout 
Western Massachusetts during the 
past several months. 

The Summer Sendoff Baseball 
Camp took place on the baseball 
fields at Spec Pond in Wilbraham 
from August 19-22. The camp was 
run by Dustin Brisson, who played 
Minor League Baseball for the 
Boston Red Sox. 

“I held a couple of private base-
ball clinics with Doug Clark, who’s 
the WooSox hitting coach, during 
the offseason,” Brisson said. “I 
spoke with the Wilbraham Parks 
& Recreation Department about 
holding a baseball camp during the 
summertime. All these kids just 
love playing the game of baseball. 
I really wanted them to have high 
quality instruction and the resourc-

es to be successful.”
Brisson was aided at the four 

day camp by Bryan Barnowski, 
Ace Adams, Gary Burnham, who 
was an All-American baseball 
player at Clemson University, and 
Dan Gomez, who’s the head base-
ball coach at Western New England 
University. Minnechaug Regional 
varsity baseball  coach Mike 
Netkovick worked at the camp 
for one day. Ray Fagnant, who’s 
the Boston Red Sox Northeast 
Regional Scouting Supervisor, 
also attended the camp for a day. 
Fagnant grew up in Chicopee.

About 40 baseball players 
between the ages of 6-16 from 
Wilbraham and the surrounding 
communities attended the inaugu-
ral baseball camp. 

“We have a few kids from 
South Hadley, Agawam, and 

Alex Nunlist fields a grounder.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

LEFT: Parker Duquette dives for a 
barehanded catch.

Catcher TJ Ryan catches a ball at 
the plate.

Mike Tobin and Colin Harmon watch as Jacoby Dilling’s corner kick scores for Quabbin

Anthony 
Quartarone 
blocks as Jacoby 
Dilling tries to 
steal during a 
November game 
last year.

Please see GAMES, page 13 Please see FOOTBALL, page 12

Please see CAMP, page 13

Former Red Sox prospect leads new baseball camp
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SPRINGFIELD – With Opening 
Night less than two months away, 
the Springfield Thunderbirds 
proudly announced that six veteran 
front office staff members will take 
on promotions to their roles for the 
2024-25 season.

Last season, the team achieved 
multiple franchise milestones, 
including all-time Springfield 
hockey records in average atten-
dance per game (6,321), sellout 
games (20), season ticket members, 
and group sales revenue. The team 
ended the 2023-24 season by post-
ing an incredible 14 consecutive 
sellouts.

Jess ica  Hansen  has  been 
promoted to Senior Director 
o f  F i n a n c e  a n d  H u m a n 
Resources.  Hansen, an alum-
na of Western New England 
University and a native of Feeding 
Hills, Mass., has been on the 
Thunderbirds staff since 2017. In 
addition to her finance and HR 
responsibilities, she has been inte-
gral in growing the team’s in-game 
charitable presence through 50/50, 
jersey raffle, and Chuck-a-Puck 
sales. She has also served a super-
visory role in the club’s charitable 
foundation matters and merchan-

dise.
Drew Supernor has been pro-

moted to Senior Manager of Brand 
Development & Merchandise. 
A Springfield native and 
Springfield College alum-
n u s ,  S u p e r n o r 
has  grown the 
Thunderbi rds’ 
merchandise  rev-
enues each season 
s i n c e  t h e  c l u b ’s 
inception in 2016 
through many unique 
product lines, such as the team’s 
various specialty night rebrands 
throughout the year. In 2023-24, 
the team generated six times great-
er revenue in merchandise when 
compared to the final season of the 
Springfield Falcons in 2015-16.  In 
recognition of his customer ser-
vice and dedication, Supernor was 
honored with a 2024 Howdy Award 
for hospitality excellence this past 
May.

L a u r e n  B l a n c h a r d  h a s 
b e e n  p r o m o t e d  t o  S e n i o r 
Account Executive, Groups  and 
Experiences. An Agawam, Mass. 
native, Blanchard joined the 
Thunderbirds in 2021 and has set 
multiple team records for group 

tickets, including the most sold 
for a single game. Thanks to 
Blanchard’s efforts and the entire-

ty of the ticket sales department, 
the Thunderbirds’ group 
sales revenue has grown 

77% over the last 
six years.  The 
d e p a r t m e n t 

spearheaded the 
franchise to the 2021-
22 President’s Award 
for AHL Team of the 
Year.  Blanchard was 

also nominated for a 2024 Howdy 
Award for hospitality excellence.

Shae Koharski has been pro-
moted to Manager of Social 
Media & Digital Marketing. A 
Russell, Mass. native, Koharski 
has been with the Thunderbirds 
since 2021. She has exponential-
ly grown Thunderbirds’ social 
media accounts, as the club has 
eclipsed 80,000 followers across 
X, Facebook, and Instagram. Her 
acumen for social media trends has 
allowed the Thunderbirds’ social 
media to not only provide fun con-
tent for fans, but grow the brand in 
the marketplace while evolving to 
current trends. 

Lucas Armstrong has been 

promoted to Art Director. An 
East  Amhers t ,  N.Y.  na t ive , 
Armstrong has been instrumen-
tal in creating and implementing 
the Thunderbirds’ graphic design 
as a “keeper of the brand” since 
joining the organization in 2019. 
An industry veteran with over 20 
years of experience across pro-
fessional sports and nationally 
acclaimed brands, Armstrong’s 
work alongside his creative col-
leagues was recognized with the 
AHL’s Marketing Campaign of the 
Year award in 2022 for the club’s 
“We Are 413” tagline. 

Steve Brousseau has been 
promoted to Account Executive, 
Membership Sales & Service. A 
Springfield College alumnus 
and a native of Freeport, Maine, 
Brousseau joined the team full-
time in 2021 after interning for the 
organization previously. An exem-
plary builder of relationships with 
his ticket members, Brousseau 
will specialize in servicing the 
Thunderbirds’ season ticket mem-
bers throughout the 2024-25 season 
as the organization looks to break 
its season ticket holder record for a 
ninth consecutive season. 

T-Birds announce series of front office promotions

“We’ve built a very good relationship with Gardner 
during the past couple of years. It has been a lot of fun 
beginning and ending our season against them. The kids 
love it,” Page said.  “Gardner is our biggest rival and 
they’re going to be a very good team again this year. 
Playing them in the season opener will be a huge test for 
us.”

The Panthers and Wildcats are also scheduled to meet 
on Thanksgiving morning.

The other football teams in Mid-Wach E are Ayer-
Shirley, Littleton, Murdock, and Narragansett Regional.

The Panthers homecoming game will be against 
Narragansett on October 25.

“I don’t believe the Quabbin football team has ever 
beaten Narragansett,” Page said. “We’ll be playing them 
in our homecoming game this year. It should be a very 
good game.”   

While all the other Mid-Wach E teams are either in 
Division 7 or 8, the Panthers are one of the 30 teams in 
Division 6. They’ll need to finish the regular season in 
the top 16 to qualify for the state tournament for the first 
time.  

“We don’t play any of the Division 6 teams during 
the regular season,” Page said. “The ranking system 
does hurt us a little bit, but it’s something we can’t 
control. We just want to keep building our football pro-
gram.”     

Quabbin’s non-league opponents are David Prouty, 
Quaboag, and Oxford. All three of those games will be 
on the road. 

The only three players that the Panthers lost to grad-
uation are Jake Leazott, Jaxon Kelley, and Ed Guertin. 

“Those three guys were our captains last year,” Page 
said. “We’re going to miss them a lot this season.”  

Guertin, who’s a freshman member of the Nichols 
College football team, is the second Quabbin player that 
Page has coached to play at the collegiate level. Colton 
Wells is a sophomore on the Western New England 
University football team. 

The Panthers six senior captains this year are Jaxon 
Warburton, Luke Salvadore, Bryce Venne, Cole Wilson, 
Travis Wells, and Adam Faulha. 

“Our senior captains are hard workers and they’re 
awesome kids,” Page said. “They’re also very good lead-
ers. I’m hoping their final season playing football for 
this team is very successful.”   

Warburton has been the Panthers starting quarterback 
since the middle of his sophomore year.

Salvadore and Venne are both running backs. Faulha 
is a fullback and offensive lineman. Wilson is a tight 
end, and Wells is also an offensive lineman. 

The captains are also starters on defense.
Junior Quin Reynolds and senior Ryan Wreschinsky 

are also tight ends.
The other offensive linemen are sophomore Carter 

Bassett, senior Zach Zajac, senior Zeke Santoro, and 
junior Trace Davin.

“It’s always very important to have a strong offensive 
line,” said Page, who calls the offensive plays. “If you 
don’t have a good line, you won’t be a very successful 
team.”   

The Panthers have used the I-formation on offense 
during the past three seasons, but they’ll be using the 
double wing formation this fall.

“I was waiting for the right personnel to switch to 
the double wing,” Page said. “It was the same formation 
that I used when I was the quarterback at Grafton High 
School. It’s not a very easy offense to defend against.”

A few of the key defense players are junior Chase 
Talbot, junior Wes Sanderson, and Bassett.  

Sanderson will also be handling the punting duties.
The Panthers assistant coaches are Mike Besaw, Jay 

Bergman, Jeyson Sanchez, Shawn Costello, and Steve 
Tremblay. 

FOOTBALL from page 11

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The fall/win-
ter leagues will be starting after 
Labor Day at Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes in Palmer.

T h e  T u e s d a y  N i g h t 
Commercial Elks League will 
be the first league to begin the 
candlepin league season of 2024-
2025. The league is looking to 
have a full league this season 
with eight four-person teams. 

The defending champions are 
Life is Good, consisting of bowl-
ers John Havens Sr, Paul Cyr, Jeff 
Knight, Scott Denault and Jim 
Plushner. Life is Good took the 
crown by defeating The Champs 
R Here and Compression in a 
three-way playoff battle for the 
season championship. 

Life is Good is aiming to 
defend their championship in the 
upcoming season. The league 
consists of three separate rounds. 
Each round winner will advance 
to the playoffs at the end of the 
season. The opening league night 
of the season for the Commercial 
Elks League will begin the 
Tuesday right after Labor Day. 

Vis i t  Diamond Junct ion 
Bowling Lanes at 1446 North 
Main St. The lanes can be 
reached by calling 413-289-0013. 

Diamond Junction Bowling 

Lanes also has leagues on the 
evenings of Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 

Fall leagues forming 
at Bogey Lanes

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Bogey Lanes is preparing for 
their fall leagues of the 2024-
2025 season. 

The candlepin league season 
goes on from September and ends 
sometime in April or May. There 
are leagues available for adults, 
teens and youth bowlers. 

Bogey Lanes will be featur-
ing weekly leagues on Sunday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday. The Monday Doubles 
Mixed League will be a bi-week-
ly league. There is a senior 
league available for seniors on 
Thursdays in the afternoon at 
1pm. 

There are several leagues 
available for kids and teens. Kids 
will have a bumper league on 
Fridays as will be a non-bumper 
league for kids. There will be 
a teen league on Wednesday 
nights at 5 p.m. starting in late 
September. 

For those new to the bowling 
game and looking for a night out, 
tryout for some of the leagues 
available at Bogey Lanes. Bogey 
Lanes is taking signups at their 
front desk or by email, info@
bogeylanes.com. 

For more information about 
fall leagues call Bogey Lanes at 
508-867-6629. Visit Bogey Lanes 
at 199 North Brookfield Road.

Candlepin League News

www.turley.com

WESTFIELD – Westfield State 
swimming and diving coach Matt 
Nodell will host a Nike Swim 
Clinic at the Ely Pool on campus 
on Sept. 7 and 8.

Saturday, Sept. 7 is for co-ed 
athletes aged 8-12 years old, while 
Sunday, Sept. 8 is for athletes in 
the 13-18 year old age groups.

“Participants can expect to 
learn and practice drills to help 
them swim easier and faster,” said 
Nodell.   “All is done in a fun and 

engaging environment with con-
tests and competitions.”

The clinics last from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon each day, with check in at 
8:45 a.m.

The fee for the clinic is $125 
and includes the morning training 
session, a camp t-shirt and prizes.

For more information or to 
register online, visit https://www.
ussportscamps.com/swim/nike/
westfield-state-swim-clinic

Ely Pool is the home of the 

Westfield State University Owls 
women’s swimming and diving 
team.   The pool has recently seen 
upgrades with new starting blocks, 
an updated team locker room and 
records board, and features 1 and 
3 meter diving boards.     Nodell is 
starting his second season as the 
head coach of the Owls.   He led 
the team to a fifth-place finish at 
the Little East Conference cham-
pionships and a 3-3 mark in dual 
meets.

Westfield State to hold swimming clinics
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$59999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

50” Vizio ............. $289.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $1199.99
(Regularly $1499.99)

$54999

AMANA
WASHER OR 

DRYER

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALEGIANT BIKE SALEGIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

thousands of
air conditioners
& dehumidifiers

in stock!
ALL SIZES - BEST PRICES!

E-BIKES
IN STOCK!

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

$99999
WAS $1,599.99

MATTRESS SALE!

7 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$20999

WAS $299.99
ALL TV’S
ON SALE!

OPEN LABOR DAY!

SEND TO BILL BUT CHECK ON 
7 CU.FT. FREEZER PRICE

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

$79999
WAS $999.95

$19999

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

sophomore  Kelsey McCleary  (5) each 
had an assist. Central goals scored by 
juniors  Emma Huslander  (2) and  Katelynn 
Swistak  (6), sophomore  Elly Schofer  (8), 
freshman Makenzie Casey (1), and 8th grad-
er Isabelle Stanley (4).

West then lost the bronze game 3-1. 
West’s lone goal scored by junior  Grace 
Rajpold  (13). Coastal’s Goals scored by 8th 
grader Breanna Aveiro (6), sophomore Paige 
Moreau  (8), and junior  Ellia Delisle  (15). 
Freshman  Maura Kennedy  (2) and sopho-
more Adeline Finlaw (3) each had an assist.   
Coastal won the bronze medal.

Central defeated Southeast for the gold 
2-1. Southeast’s lone goal was scored by 
freshman  Ella Marzullo  (8). Central’s soph-
omore  Elly Schofer  (8) scored 2 goals in 
the final game, one unassisted and the other 
assisted by freshman  Mackenzie Casey  (1). 
Central took home the gold while Southeast 
settled for the silver.

GAMES from page 11

sports

East Longmeadow at this camp,” 
Brisson added. “This is a very 
good group of kids to work with. 
All of them listen to us and they’re 
having a lot of fun.” 

The players were split up into 
two groups. 

“We play a lot more games 
with the younger kids, who are in 
grades 1-5,” Brisson said. “We do 
more skills with the older kids.”    

Brisson, who was born in 
Florida, played college baseball at 
the University of Central Florida 
from 1997-2000. He also played 
baseball in the prestigious Cape 
Cod League and is a member of 
PeoplesBank, which captured 
another Tri-County League cham-
pionship title this summer. 

He was drafted by the New 
York Mets and the Miami Marlins 
before signing with the Red Sox. 

He advanced to Double A 
before his professional baseball 
career came to an end due to an 
injury.  

“I was blessed to have the 
opportunity to play professional 
baseball,” Brisson said. “I’m now 
doing what I can to give back.” 

Brisson also owns Forge 
Athletics.

“I started Forge Athletics back 
in May,” he said. “I want to run 
more baseball clinics in the future. 
I’m also looking forward to run-
ning this baseball camp again next 
year.” 

Barnowski ,  who l ives  in 
Southwick, was one of Brisson’s 
teammates at the Single A level.  

Bryan and I were teammates 
on a Single A team,” Brisson said. 
“His sister and my wife have been 
friends for 40 years. I met my wife 
when I went to visit him during the 
offseason, and we’ve been married 
for 22 years. My wife’s family is 
from Wilbraham, and we moved 

here in 2005. We love living in this 
community.” 

Because it rained on the first 
day, the camp was held indoors 
down the street at the Soccer City 
Sportscenter.  

“Soccer  City isn’t  real ly 
designed for baseball, but we made 
the best of it on the first day of the 
camp,” Brisson said. “The people 
there were very accommodating. 
We were able to use both of their 
soccer fields. We were able to have 
a full workout. The only thing that 
we didn’t do was to have a live 
batting practice. The baseball fields 
here at Spec Pond is one of the best 
in the area.”

Brisson main goal was to teach 
the players the fundamentals of 
baseball. He and his staff also held 
a meeting each morning to map out 
the schedule for that day.

“My main goal is to teach the 
players the basic fundamentals of 
the game,” he said. “I also want to 
keep the kids active. I really don’t 

want them standing around doing 
nothing. We also talked to the kids 
about mental health.”

Brayden Pacifico, who lives in 
Wilbraham, had a lot of fun at the 
baseball camp.

“It’s awesome being here with 
my friends at this baseball camp,” 
said Pacifico, who’s a centerfield-
er. “I’ve learned a lot about base-
ball from the coaches, who have a 
lot of experience. Baseball is my 
favorite sport.”       

Baseball was also Brisson’s 
favorite sport growing up. He was 
also a swimmer and a wrestler. 

“I always tell kids to play mul-
tiple sports,” Brisson said. “My 
daughter, Natalie, who’s six years 
old, plays soccer and is a swim-
mer. We want her to experience 
everything. A lot of kids who only 
play one sport get burned out very 
quickly.”   

Brisson and his staff are already 
looking forward to holding the 
baseball camp again next summer.

CAMP  from page 11

The Summer Sendoff Baseball Camp was held last week in Wilbraham.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Wesley Beer lunges for a catch.

THOMPSON, CT — A perfect 
Wednesday, Aug. 14 afternoon in 
the quiet corner of Connecticut 
brought the fans in droves for 
the annual NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour Wednesday night 
showcase at Thompson Speedway. 
The Thompson 150 presented by 
FloSports headlined a seven divi-
sion card of racing on Wednesday 
night that also included a fan-fa-
vorite visit for the New England 
Supermodified Series and the five 
track championship divisions that 
call Thompson home throughout 
the season.

The Street Stocks started 
off the evening’s feature racing 
with Scott Sundeen at the head 
of the pack. Sundeen powered 
up looking to nab his first win of 
the season followed by Al Stone 
III, ‘Leadfoot’ Larry Barnett and 
Corey Fanning nose-to-tail behind 
him. The lone caution on lap 12 
for the spinning Tim Poulin set 
up a final showdown between 
Sundeen and Fanning with Corey 
Fanning powering through to the 
win with Ryan Waterman making 
moves to take second and Al Stone 
III holding on for third.

Following NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour qualifying the Mini 
Stocks took on the highbanks 
with Steve Michalski and Rick 
LaFlesh. LaFlesh got the jump 
into the lead as heavy-hitters Jared 
Roy and Kevin Moore battled for 
second just inches off LaFlesh’s 
back bumper. Roy sling-shot into 
the lead powering out of turn four 
under the halfway crossed-flags. 
Jared Roy would put the peddle 
down to return to his winning 
ways followed by Kevin Moore 
and Ryan Pomposelli.

Rookie  I sa iah  Newcomb 
brought the Thompson Sunoco 
Modifieds to the green flag 
with Jon Puleo quickly launch-
ing the head of the pack. By lap 

five, Todd Owen had charged up 
to second and began stalking the 
youngster with a few love taps on 
the bumper. Owen would charge 
under Puleo to lead lap seven with 
Puleo left to fend off Keith Rocco 
for second. Puleo would use the 
cross-over to lead lap 13 with 
Rocco and Owen getting physical 
for second. Content to run 1-2-
3, the leaders waited for laps to 
wind down in their 30-lap main 
event and took it right down to the 
checkered flags with Jon Puleo 
taking his fifth win of the sea-
son followed by Keith Rocco and 
Todd Owen in victory lane.

Bobby Timmons and Jim 
Storace brought the New England 
Supermodified Series to green 
for their 30-lap main event. The 
heart-stopping move of the race 
would come on lap 4 as Ben Seitz 
and Dan Bowes took Storace 
three-wide, shooting off turn two 
and down the back straightaway 
with Bowes coming out with the 
lead. Coming from mid-pack, Jon 
McKennedy also rounded Storace 
to take third, made the long march 
to take on Seitz and dove under-
neath to take position on lap 21. 
With a straightaway lead Dan 
Bowes took the win just nine 
lightning-fast laps later followed 
by McKenney and Seitz at the 
line.

Fast time, Mayhew Tools 
polesi t ter  Patr ick Emerl ing 
brought the 26-car NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour field to 
green and quickly shot out front 
ahead of Craig Lutz. Dave ‘Sap’ 
Sapienza brought out the first cau-
tion on lap 20 with a flat right rear 
sending him in the spin-cycle in 
turn three. Emerling would main-
tain the lead under the return to 
green flag racing with a rear-view 
mirror full of Justin Bonsignore. 
The leaders would begin taking on 
lap traffic on lap 53 but remained 

settled in for the long-haul strate-
gy. The second caution on lap 60 
for the spinning Woody Pitkat off 
turn two saw the entire field jump 
pit-side for tires and adjustments 
in preparation for the second half 
of the Thompson 150 presented by 
FloSports.

Patrick Emerling again main-
tained his lead position by an 
impatient Justin Bonsignore began 
to show his hand, diving under 
Emerling in a look to the near 
future. Jake Johnson would slam 
into the turn one wall on lap 76 
from mid-pack with an apparent 
mechanical failure to rerack the 
field once more. The subsequent 
restart saw top-5 runner Chase 
Dowling quickly fall through the 
field with obvious issues under 
the hood to swamp a great day 
for the Tinio Motorsports group 
as Emerling continued to domi-
nate at the front. The final stretch 
would see Patrick Emerling dom-
inant the Thompson 150 presented 
by FloSports for his fifth career 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour win and first at Thompson 
Speedway followed by Justin 
Bonsignore and Craig Lutz.

The AZ Roofing SK Light 
Modifieds and the Late Models 
wrapped up the Wednesday 
night racing action at Thompson. 
Cautions plauged the open-
ing circuits of the SK Light 
feature, taking out point lead-
er Tyler Chapman and rookie 
Steve Midford, leaving Meghan 
Fuller to battle Nick Hovey and 
John O’Sullivan. Nick Hovey 
would motor around Fuller for 
his first win of the season with 
John O’Sullivan coming home 
third. The Late Model 25-lap 
sprint would see Derek Gluchacki 
charge ahead of the field to take 
back-to-back wins followed by 
Nick Johnson and Matt Lowinski-
Loh.

Fanning captures win in Street Stocks

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball League is looking to start 
an eight-game fall program for the 
over-28 population. The league, 
which plays a spring/summer reg-
ular season with six teams for 15 
games followed by playoffs, is 
hoping to continue the fun into the 
fall with a short eight-game sched-
ule for interested players.

Preliminary details are still 
being worked on, but the league 
is looking to have four teams with 
six “regular season” games fol-
lowed by a semifinal in the sev-
enth week, and a final/consolation 
game in the eighth week.

The league will be a bit more 
informal than the regular spring/
summer league with the goal 
being for players to have fun play-
ing more baseball, work on field 
and batting skills through more 
innings in the field and extra 
at-bats, or potentially working on 
or trying out pitching.

As has been traditional in other 
fall leagues, the Quabbin League 
will likely be wood-bat only for 
the fall.

There is an interest form and 
survey interested players can fill 
out at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. The league is open to all 

current Quabbin league players as 
well as players from other leagues 
who are age 28 and over during 
the calendar year of 2024. 

The league will look to keep 
the cost very low for the league 
with preliminary indications hav-
ing the league in the $40-50 range 
to play eight games.

Games will likely be held in 
the West Springfield, Agawam, 
Southwick area and are likely 
to be held on Sunday mornings, 
though a few games may be held 
at alternate times. Games are 
scheduled to begin in September 
after Labor Day.

Quabbin League seeking to start fall league
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Warren Police Log

public safety

During the week of Aug. 11-18, 
the Warren Police Department 
responded to 269 building/prop-
erty checks, 56 community polic-
ings, 23 emergency 911 calls, 
one harassment, six complaints, 
two property damages, one motor 
vehicle accident, two safety con-
cerns, one threat, one trespasser, 
one missing person, two animal 
calls and 45 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Warren.

Sunday, Aug. 11
3:23 p.m. Harassment, Milton 

O. Fountain Way, Report Filed
8:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
10:05 p.m. Complaint, Main 

Street, Officer Spoke to Party
10:14 p.m. Public Assist, 

Mi l ton  O .  Foun ta in  Way, 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, Aug. 12
3:42 a .m.  911 Hang-up/

Misdial/Abandoned, Main Street, 
Report Filed

5:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Vehicle Towed

9:48 a.m. Abdominal/Back 
Pain, Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Transported to Hospital

11:08 a.m. Complaint, Old 
West Brookfield Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

12:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

3:14 p.m. Allergic Reaction, 
Keys Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:35 p.m. Alarm Activation, 
Dean Street, Investigated

7:30 p.m. Power Lines Down, 
Ware Road, Referred to Other 
Agency

7:52 p.m. Property Damage, 
Carpenter Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

9:40 p.m. Power Lines Down, 
Old Douglas Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

10:09 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Pine Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, Aug. 13
3:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

6:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

6:30 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Winthrop Terrace, Canceled

9:28 a.m. Welfare Check, 
Winthrop Terrace,  No Fire 
Service Necessary

9:38 a.m. Breathing Difficulty, 
Brimfield Road, Transported to 
Hospital

1:06 p.m. Allergic Reaction, 
Ware Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:12 p.m. Noise Complaint, 
Otis Street, Negative Contact

7:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

8:32 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, Brimfield, Report 
Filed

Wednesday, Aug. 14
4:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:29 p.m. Allergic Reaction, 

Old Douglas Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:48 p.m. Alarm Activation, 
Main Street, Investigated

9 : 2 1  p . m .  F o l l o w - u p 
Investigation, Southbridge Road, 
Report Filed

Thursday, Aug. 15
8 : 0 1  a . m .  C h e s t  Pa i n /

Heart Problem, North Street, 
Transported to Hospital

12:46 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Otis Street, Officer Spoke to Party

3 p.m. Follow-up Investigation, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, Officer 
Spoke to Party

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Criminal Complaint

5:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

5:52 p.m. Medical Alarm, 
South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

6:25 p.m. Trespasser, Milton 
O. Fountain Way, Report Filed

8:36 p.m. Complaint, Main 
Street, Investigated

9:25 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart 
Problem, Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Aug. 16
1:41 a .m.  911 Hang-up/

Misdial/Abandoned, Main Street, 
Investigated

8:20 a.m. Assault and Battery, 
A Street, Report Filed

8 : 4 4  a . m .  M u t u a l  A i d 
Ambulance, West Brookfield, 
Mutual Aid Assist

1 1 : 2 8  a . m .  F o l l o w - u p 
Investigation, A Street, Report 
Filed

4:45 p.m. Complaint, Main 
Street, Area Patrolled

6:26 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Spring Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

6:28 p.m. Assist Other Police 
Department, West Brookfield, 
Mutual Aid Assistance

7:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Street, Arrest(s) Made

8:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

8:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

8:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

10:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brimfield Road, Citation Issued

Saturday, Aug. 17
8:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
8:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
1:01 p.m. Threats, Milton O. 

Fountain Way, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1:17 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Quaboag Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

1:18 p.m. Seizures, North 
Street, Transported to Hospital

2 : 1 1  p . m .  F o l l o w - u p 
Investigation, Quaboag Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

4:41 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Southbridge Road, Negative 
Contact

4:47 p.m. Property Damage, 
Main Street, Report Filed

7:31 p.m. Animal Bites, Spring 
Street, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, Aug. 18
12:26 a.m. Missing Person, 

Main Street, Located/Found
12:59 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Old West Brookfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

7:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Brook Road, Citation Issued

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of Aug. 19-26, 

the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 66 build-
ing/property checks, 47 directed/
area patrols, eight radar assign-
ments, four traffic controls, 13 
emergency 911 calls, one citizen 
assist, three assist other agencies, 
one motor vehicle investigation, 
one complaint, one threat, one 
scam, one safety hazard, one motor 
vehicle accident, two animal calls 
and seven motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Aug. 19
12:17  p .m.  911  Medica l 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

2:12 p.m. 911 Misdial, Old 
Petersham Road, Investigated

3:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Investigated

3:18 p.m. 911 Animal Call, 
Petersham Road, Dispatch Handled

4 : 0 2  p . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 
E m e r g e n c y,  H i g h  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Aug. 20
9:22 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Main Street, Officer Handled
11:30 a.m. Scam, Shore Road, 

Officer Handled
7:01 p.m. 911 Misdial, Old 

Petersham Road, No Action 
Required

8:25 p.m. Gunshots, Barre 
Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Aug. 21
11:41  a .m.  911  Medica l 

Emergency, Greenwich Road, 
Services Rendered

2:45 p.m. 911 Misdial, Lower 
Road, Services Rendered

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Street, Written Warning

4:12 p.m. Serve Warrant , 
Hardwick Road, Arrest(s) Made

9:32 p.m. 911 Threat, Broad 
Street, Officer Handled

11:23 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Barre Road, Services 
Rendered

Thursday, Aug. 22
11:27  a .m.  911  Medica l 

E m e r g e n c y,  L ow e r  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

2:50 p.m. Safety Hazard, Lower 
Road, Spoken To

Friday, Aug. 23
8:13 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Probation Department, Dispatch 
Handled

9:03 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

11:27 a.m. Parking Complaint, 
Main Street, Removed Hazard

3:17 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, 
Hardwick Road, Spoken To

Saturday, Aug. 24
12:30  p .m.  911  Medica l 

Emergency,  B r idge  S t r ee t , 
Transported to Hospital

Sunday, Aug. 25
12:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Upper Church Street, 
Officer Handled

7:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Written Warning

11:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Written Warning

Ware Police Log
During the week of Aug. 18-27, 

the Ware Police Department 
responded to 18 miscellaneous 
calls, 30 administrative calls, eight 
traffic violations, 12 emergency 
911 calls, three theft/larcenies, two 
harassments, three motor vehicle 
accidents, one damage/vandalism, 
one safety hazard, one structure 
fire, two fraud/deceptions, three 
motor vehicle accidents, four ani-
mal calls and 28 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Ware.

Sunday, Aug. 18
11 a.m. Theft/Larceny, Coffey 

Hill Road, Services Rendered
1:36 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, No Action Required
3:32 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Fisherdick Road, Advised

Monday, Aug. 19
1:07 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Pulaski Street, Services Rendered
2:07 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Main Street, Assist Given
4:54 p.m. Safety Hazard, Old 

Belchertown Road,  Services 
Rendered

6:22 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 
North Street, Services Rendered

6:36 a.m. Traffic Incident/Crash, 
Pine Street, Services Rendered

12:06 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report Made

12:29 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 
North Street, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Aug. 20
1:38  p .m.  Thef t /Larceny, 

Hillside Village, Services Rendered

1:49 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Berkshire Circle, Dispatch Handled

1:53 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 
Homecrest Avenue, Advised

3:12 p.m. Electrical Hazard, 
Monson Turnpike Road, Services 
Rendered

5:30 p.m. Traffic Incident/Crash, 
West Street, Assist Given

8:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

Wednesday, Aug. 21
12:53 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, Investigated
4:32 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

South Street, Could Not Locate
5:16  p .m.  Thef t /Larceny, 

Hillside Village, Services Rendered
5:16 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Palmer Road, Could Not Locate

Thursday, Aug. 22
10 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Highland  Vi l lage ,  Dispa tch 
Handled

10:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
East Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

Friday, Aug. 23
12:08 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

East Street, Dispatch Handled
3:02 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Main Street, No Action 
Required

6 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Highland Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

10:33 p.m. Assault, Fisherdick 
Road, Services Rendered

Saturday, Aug. 24
6:35  p .m.  DUI/ Impai red , 

Belchertown Road, Arrest Made
Arrest: Lyndsy M. Ocasio, 36, 

Chicopee
OUI-Liquor or .08%; Negligent 

Operation of Motor Vehicle
9:05 p.m. Traffic Violation/

Hazard, Aspen Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Sunday, Aug. 25
10:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Belchertown Road, Arrest Made
Arrest: Matthew Violette, 34, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
OUI-Liquor or .08%; Negligent 

Operation of Motor Vehicle; 
Speeding Rate of Speed Exceeding 
Posted Limit

Monday, Aug. 26
5:33 a.m. Damage/Vandalism/

Mischief, Park Street, Investigated
12:11 p.m. Traffic Violation/

Hazard, North Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:01 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Dale Street, Services 
Rendered

5:02 p.m. DUI/Impaired, Palmer 
Road, Investigated

5:55 p.m. Structure Fire , 
Highland Village, False Alarm

9:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Arrest Made

Arrest: Jose D. Acosta Ortiz, 29, 
Fitchburg

WMS Warrant

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

POLICE AND FIRE PARTICIPATE IN BIKE SAFETY DAY
Members of the Ware Police and Fire departments, along with the UMass Police Department, held a Bike 
Safety Day for area children on Aug. 15. Each child received a free helmet, decorations for their bicycles, 
and a chance to ride through an obstacle course.

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

As the new school  year 
approaches, college students 
nationwide are preparing to move 
into campus dormitories and 
off-campus housing. 

The National Fire Protection 
Association® and The Center for 
Campus Fire Safety™ collaborate 
on the annual Campus Fire Safety 
Month campaign every September 
to ensure students, parents, and 
campus housing staff and admin-
istrators have the relevant infor-
mation and resources they need 
to make resident living spaces as 
safe as possible from fires and 
associated hazards.

The latest statistics, accord-
ing to NFPA, show that U.S. fire 
departments responded to an esti-
mated average of 3,331 structure 
fires each year in dormitories, fra-
ternity houses, sorority houses, 
and barracks between 2018 and 
2022. Fires in dormitory-type 
properties caused an annual aver-
age of 21 civilian deaths, 23 civil-
ian injuries, and $21 million in 
direct property damage during 
that period. 

Approximately three out of 
four fires in these properties began 
in the kitchen or cooking area, 
accounting for 58% of the civil-
ian injuries and 11 percent of the 
direct property damage. Cooking 
equipment was involved in nearly 
eight out of 10 fires.

 “As students return to cam-
pus this fall, many of them will be 
preparing their own meals. Some 
will be using kitchen appliances 
for the first time or cooking food 
after studying or coming home 
late from a party,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA and CCFS 
Advisory Council member in a 
press release. “The data tells us 

that more education is needed 
about when and where cooking 
hazards exist, along with ways to 
prevent them. Campus Fire Safety 
Month is a great way to raise pub-
lic awareness of fire safety on our 
college campuses.”

 NFPA and CCFS offer a 
wealth of tips and resources for 
cooking safely in resident hous-
ing, including these key messages:

If you are sleepy or have con-
sumed alcohol, don’t use the stove 
or stovetop.

Stay in the kitchen while 
preparing meals; use a timer to 
remind you that you’re cooking.

Keep anything that can catch 
fire – oven mitts, wooden utensils, 
food packaging, towels or curtains 
– away from your stovetop.

Further, while cooking remains 
a leading cause of fires in campus 
housing, there is growing concern 
on college campuses about the 

increasing number of fires caused 
by lithium-ion batteries.

 Alan Sactor, vice president 
of the Center for Campus Fire 
Safety, said, “Micromobility 
devices like e-bikes and e-scooters 
and smaller electronics such as 
cell phones, laptops, and tablets 
are vital to the daily life of col-
lege students. However, the mis-
handling or misuse of these bat-
teries can lead to safety hazards 
such as overheating, fire, or even 
explosions. NFPA and the CCFS 
are working together to help edu-
cate students on how to use, store, 
and charge these devices safely to 
reduce the risk of fire.”

NFPA and CCFS provide sev-
eral resources and tips for safe-
ly buying, charging, storing, and 
using lithium-ion batteries to help 
prevent fires:

Resources offered to educate college 
students about campus fire risks  

NORTHAMPTON – A three-day 
cycling adventure will cover 104-
miles of Mass Central Rail Trail 
Sept. 20-22, starting in Northampton 
and ending in Boston.

This historic rail corridor is 
becoming the longest rail trail in 
New England. Currently, the corridor 
is 60% finished and its completion is 
a state priority, expected to bring in 

over $200 million in new revenue to 
cities and towns it passes through. 

Once completed, the MCRT will 
span 120 miles across the common-
wealth. 

“Ride N2B on the MCRT” will 
make roughly 12 stops along the 
route with overnight stays in Ware 
and Hudson. Presentations by local 
advocates, community leaders and 

historians will be made at these stops 
to spread awareness about efforts to 
continue the MCRT.

The ride will have 12-15 riders 
for the whole route with other riders 
encouraged to join for parts of each 
day.

For information about the ride 
and joining a section, contact Della 
Penna at craigdp413@gmail.com.

Three-day cycling event covers 104 miles of rail trail

Please see CAMPUS, page 15
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obituary

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River NewsDeath notice
Kondrat, Xavier Alexander
Died Aug. 18, 2024
Services Sept. 17, 2024

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Microgram
  4. After B
  7. Everything
  8. An unfortunate 

development
 10. Coat with sticky 

substance
 12. Cylinder of 

tobacco for 
smoking

 13. Minimum 
interval take off

 14. Yuck!
 16. NBA sensation 

Jeremy
 17. Where some 

rockers work
 19. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

 20. Snake-like 
fishes

 21. Groups of homes
 25. Swiss river
 26. Useful towel
 27. “The Wire” 

character 
“Moreland”

 29. Oafish creature 
 30. A major division 

of geological time
 31. Bird-like Chinese 

dinosaur
 32. Sporting events
 39. Body part
 41. Clerical 

vestment
 42. Shows data
 43. Some are 

“special”
 44. Expression of 

disappointment
 45. Students’ rights 

document (abbr.)
 46. Vacation locale 

Costa __
 48. Pop singer
 49. Distract outside 

a city
 50. Mark Wahlberg 

comedy
 51. Coniferous tree
 52. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Lunatic
  2. Actress Danes
  3. Buttock muscles
  4. The 22nd letter 

of the Greek 
alphabet

  5. Popular 70s 
rockers

  6. Electronic 
communication

  8. Trigraph
  9. Sea eagles
 11. Low-pitched, 

resonant sound
 14. Northeastern US 

university (abbr.)
 15. Home of the 

Bulldogs
 18. Exclamation of 

surprise
 19. Make a mistake
 20. Advantage
 22. Monkeys love 

them
 23. Wood
 24. Paddle 
 27. Past participle 

of be
 28. Tall, rounded 

vase
 29. Device 

manufacturers
 31. Financial 

institution (abbr.)
 32. Paper product
 33. A type
 34. Atomic #43
 35. Red Hot Chili 

Peppers’ 
drummer

 36. Behaviors
 37. Decays
 38. Walked 

confidently
 39. Voice (Italian)
 40. Class of 

adhesives
 44. Bar bill
 47. One-time 

aerospace firm

Xavier A. 
Kondrat, 19

Wi t h  p r o -
found sadness, 
we  announce 
t h e  p a s s -
ing of Xavier 
A l e x a n d e r 
Kondrat ,  who 
depar ted  th i s 
l i f e  on  Aug . 
18, 2024, at the 
age of  19 in 
Springfield, with 
the love of his parents surrounding him. 

Born on July 27, 2005, in Ware, 
Xavier was a beloved son, a devoted 
friend, and a cherished colleague whose 
impact on those around him was both 
significant and warmly felt.

Xavier’s early years were spent in 
Ware and Warren, where he attended 
local schools and formed deep, last-
ing friendships. His unique charm and 
fun-loving personality endeared him to 
many, creating joyous memories that 
will be treasured by those who knew 
him.

For the past three years, Xavier 
was a dedicated employee at Dunkin’ 
Donuts in Belchertown. His hard work 
and commitment to his job earned him 
respect and recognition, and he was on 
the threshold of a promotion to shift 
supervisor. 

His colleagues at Dunkin’ Donuts 
will remember him for his unwavering 
reliability, cheerful disposition, and the 
way he brightened their workplace.  

Xavier’s interests were a true reflec-
tion of his spirited nature. He enjoyed 
playing Dungeons and Dragons with his 

dad, Roscoe, and had a heartfelt love for 
turtles. These passions were a testament 
to his adventurous spirit and his ability 
to find joy in the simple pleasures of 
life.

He is survived by his loving moth-
er Jessica L. Kondrat, his dad Roscoe 
Thrasher, his grandparents Joseph and 
Barbara Kondrat, his aunt and uncle, his 
girlfriend Jasmine Geer, and his friends 
and fellow employees at Dunkin’ 
Donuts. Xavier was predeceased by a 
baby brother, whose absence was deeply 
felt.  

In honoring Xavier’s memory, his 
family is planning a celebration of life 
to be held at Salem Cross Inn, 260 
West Main St., West Brookfield, visit-
ing hours will be available to the pub-
lic Tuesday, Sept. 17 from 3-4 p.m. at 
Salem Cross Inn. This ceremony will 
be a testament to the joy and laughter 
Xavier brought into the lives of those he 
touched.

Xavier’s legacy is one of kindness, 
humor, and an unyielding spirit that was 
always willing to lend a hand to those in 
need. While his time with us was far too 
short, the impact of his life will resonate 
with his loved ones forever.

Condolences and memories of 
Xavier may be shared as the family and 
friends come together to celebrate the 
beautiful life he lived.

May Xavier Alexander Kondrat rest 
in eternal peace.

Use only charging equipment 
that is supplied with your device.

Do not keep charging the device 
or device battery after it is fully 
charged.

Stop using your device if the 
battery shows signs of damage, 
such as an unusual odor, excessive 
heat, popping sounds, swelling, or 
change in color.

In 2023, CCFS launched the 
Micromobility/Lithium-Ion Battery 
Fire Reporting Program for fire 
safety professionals. The program 
aims to support the development of 
educational programs, policies, and 
advocacy efforts to help reduce the 
risk of these battery fires on college 
campuses. 

For this information and more 
about the Campus Fire Safety 

Month campaign and to find free 
resources and safety tips, visit 
nfpa.org/campussafety and the 
CCFS webpage.

About CCFS
CCFS is the voice of over 

4,000 campus fire and life safe-
ty officials. With its roots in the 
first Forum on Campus Fire Safety 
in 1999 at NFPA Headquarters 
in Quincy, CCFS has advocated 
for fire safety at the nation’s insti-
tutions of higher education for 
over 22 years, incorporating as a 
non-profit in 2005. 

CCFS is a membership-based 
organization devoted to reducing 
the loss of life from fire at col-
leges and universities, both on and 
off-campus. CCFS members and 
followers reach throughout North 
America with growing internation-
al membership.

For more information, visit 
http://www.myccfs.org.

About NFPA
Founded in 1896, NFPA® is 

a global, self-funded, nonprof-
it organization devoted to elimi-
nating death, injury, property and 
economic loss due to fire, electri-
cal and related hazards. The asso-
ciation delivers information and 
knowledge through more than 300 
consensus codes and standards, 
research, training, education, out-
reach and advocacy; and by part-
nering with others who share an 
interest in furthering the NFPA 
mission. 

For more information, visit 
www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes 
and standards can be viewed online 
for free at www.nfpa.org/freeac-
cess. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – This 
past Monday night, the New 
Braintree Fire Association pre-
sented a new jaws of life spreader 
tool to the town at the Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting.

Association Treasurer Dody 
Ayer said the association has 
been hosting many fundrais-
ers in order to purchase neces-
sary equipment for the Fire 
Department. 

“ N e w  B r a i n t r e e  F i r e 
Association is constantly fund-
raising to purchase equipment 
for the Fire Department, as small 
towns do not have extra funds in 
the budget,” she said. “We needed 
this tool for our firefighters.”

Ayer thanked resident Rick 
Wine, who is president and CEO 
of EP Wine in Barre, for being 
a major donor in this fundrais-
ing effort, as well as Hardwick 
Crossing Country Club owner 
Ken Uracius (a New Braintree 
native) and his general manager, 
Courtney Letendre. 

Hardwick Crossing was the 
location for the association’s 

recent Firemen’s Gala fundraiser, 
which Ayer said was “very, very 
successful.”

Ayer said the association holds 
fundraisers throughout the year, 
including the annual Christmas 

in New Braintree Craft Fair in 
December and the Firemen’s 
Gala at Hardwick Crossing, 
which is already scheduled to be 
held on March 22, 2025. 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
The New Braintree Fire Association presented a jaws of life spreader tool to the Board of Selectmen. 
Board members are Michael McQueston, Joe Chenevert and Dennis Letendre Jr. 

Fire Association presents Fire Association presents 
jaws of life tool to townjaws of life tool to town

CAMPUS from page 14

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

New Braintree Firefighters (from left), Morgan, Jacob, Jen and Nick display the new jaws of life 
spreader tool outside of the Town Hall that was recently purchased by members of the New Braintree 
Fire Association thanks to fundraisers and generous donors. Association members and donors shown 
with the firefighters are Dody Ayer, Rehab Officer and Association Treasurer; Andrea Letendre; 
Assistant Chief Rich Glidden; Rick Wine; Deputy Chief Dennis Letendre; Courtney Letendre and Kathy 
Letendre.

Local businesses also provided financial support to purchase the 
jaws of life spreader tool, including EP Wine in Barre and Hardwick 
Crossing Country Club in Gilbertville. Shown from left are Rick 
Wine, president and CEO of EP Wine and Courtney Letendre, gen-
eral manager of Hardwick Crossing Country Club.

PALMER – If you’ve been 
outside recently you may have 
noticed that mos-
quitoes are out in 
full force.  

W h i l e  s o m e 
mosquito bites will 
only itch, others 
can carry poten-
tially dangerous 
illnesses.  In June, 
the eastern equine 
encephalitis virus 
was detected in 
m o s q u i t o e s  i n 
Carver, located in 
Plymouth County 
for the first time in 
2024, according to 
the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health.

“Although the communi-
ties in our region have not been 
identified on the warning list, 
it’s still important to take steps 
to avoid mosquito bites,” said 
Dr. Joe Sills, chief of Emergency 
Medicine for Baystate Wing 
Hospital in a press release. 
“Some mosquitoes carry germs 
that can make people and some 
animals sick.  In Massachusetts, 
the diseases linked to mosqui-
toes are West Nile virus and 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
virus.  Most people won’t expe-
rience symptoms from either 
virus, but there are important 

differences to be aware of.”
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Depar tment  of 
Publ ic  Heal th , 
there are over 
3,000 different 
kinds, also called 
“species” of mos-
quitoes have been 
identified world-
wide, with more 
than 150 different 
kinds of  mos-
quitoes found in 
North America. 
Fif ty-one dif-
ferent kinds of 
mosquitoes have 
been found in 

Massachusetts.  
Mosqui toes  are  a t t ract-

ed to carbon dioxide, a gas 
that humans and other animals 
breathe out and they can follow 
a stream of carbon dioxide from 
as far as 50 feet away.

Mosquitoes need stagnant 
water to lay their eggs and what 
most people don’t realize is 
the surprising number of areas 
around their own house where 
mosquitoes can find the stagnant 
water they need.  All a female 
mosquito needs is a bottle cap 
of water to lay 100 to 200 eggs, 
once the eggs are laid, they 
hatch into larvae within 24 to 48 

hours, so any temporary body 
of water that is present for more 
than a week can be a mosquito 
breeding habitat.

EEE is relatively rare in 
humans, although there are 
occasional outbreaks in certain 
regions of the country.

Outbreaks of EEE usually 
occur in Massachusetts every 
10-20 years. These outbreaks 
will typically last two to three 
years. 

The most recent outbreak of 
EEE in Massachusetts began in 
2019 and included 12 cases with 
six fatalities. The outbreak con-
tinued in 2020 with five cases 
including one fatality. 

The risk of getting EEE is 
highest from late July through 
September when more mosqui-
toes are present and active.

“It is possible that some peo-
ple who become infected with 
mosquito-borne viruses may 
not develop any symptoms or in 
some cases only flu-like symp-
toms,” said Sills. “The incuba-
tion period for the virus from 
the time of an infected mosquito 
bite to onset of illness ranges 
from four to 10 days and the ill-
ness can last one to two weeks.  
There is no specific treatment 
for EEE.  Antibiotics are not 
effective against viruses, and no 
effective anti-viral drugs have 

been discovered for the treat-
ment of EEE. Severe illnesses 
are treated by supportive thera-
py, which may include hospital-
ization, respiratory support, IV 
fluids and prevention of other 
infections.”

WNV is a mosquito-carried 
virus most commonly spread 
to people through the bite of an 
infected mosquito. Because most 
people who are exposed to WNV 
have no symptoms, it is difficult 
to know exactly how many peo-
ple have been infected. 

People who develop severe 
illness with WNV are most 
often reported. Between 2014 
and 2023, 131 people were 
reported with WNV infection in 
Massachusetts. Eight of these 
people died. Cases have been 
identified from around the state.

“The majority of people 
who are infected with WNV 
(approximately 80%) will have 
no symptoms,” said Sills.  “A 
smaller number of people who 
become infected, less than 20% 
will have symptoms such as 
fever, headache, body aches, 
nausea, vomiting, and some-
times swollen lymph glands.  
Less than 1% of people infected 
with WNV will develop severe 
illness, including encephalitis or 

Warm humid weather ramps up mosquito population

Dr. Joe Sills, chief of 
Emergency Medicine at 
Baystate Wing Hospital.

Please see MOSQUITOS, page 17

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000

1 

2 

3 

4

5 

6 

7 

8

9 

10 

11 

12

13 

14 

15 

16

17 

18 

19 

20

21 

22 

23 

24

25 

26 

27 

28

29 

30 

31 

32

33 

34 

35 

36

37 

38 

39 

40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

TAR
GET

ED 
MA

RKE
TIN

G

LOC
AL 

RES
ULT

S

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS

BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL

CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER

THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT

THE SENTINEL

THE SUN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER

WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

www.warerivernews.turley.com   •   413.283.8393
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to sports, shopping 
and neighborhood news, we cover 
every local angle to keep you in the 

know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to Ware River News today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $31.00  __ 2 years $46.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $36.00  __ 2 years $56.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

Ware River News
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 60¢ a Week!

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout 

WARE, WARREN,
HARDWICK & GILBERTVILLE
when you advertise with us!

Call DAN FLYNN 413.297.5886
today to get started.

Ware River News

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL
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public notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2024-13

NOTICE is hereby given 
that the Ware Planning 
Board, acting as the Special 
Permit Granting Authority, 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on THURSDAY, September 
5th, 2024 at 7:05pm, on 
the application of Ware 
Solar, LLC, for a Special 
Permit Extension (current-
ly SP-2024-13, extending 
original permit SP-2019-04 
and SPR-2019-03) under 
Section 4.8.3, Large Ground-
Mounted Solar Facility, of 
the Zoning Bylaw, and pur-
suant to MGL Chapter 40A. 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the 
Acts of 2022, this hearing 
will be conducted in person 
and via remote means, in 
accordance with applicable 
law. This means that mem-
bers of the Planning Board 
as well as members of the 
public may access this meet-
ing in person, or via virtual 
means. In person attendance 
will be held in the Board of 
Selectman’s Meeting Room, 
126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any 
or all members of the public 
body may attend remotely, 
with in-person attendance 
consisting of members of 
public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/
join or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; 
Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION: 
45 Greenwich Plains Rd., 
Ware, MA. Said premis-
es being further described 
in deeds recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry 
of Deeds, Book 13457, Page 
159 and Book 10506, Pg 
121. Property is also iden-
tified as Assessor’s Parcel 
22-0-12 and 22-12-01. 
Zoned: Rural Residential 
(RR).

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
and on the Planning & 
Community Development 

Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone inter-
ested or wishing to be heard 
on the application should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. 

WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Kenneth Crosby, Chairman
08/22, 08/29/2024 

Notice of Public Hearing
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
RDA-2024-11

NOTICE is hereby given 
that the Ware Conservation 
Commission hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
September 11th, 2024 
at 6:30pm, pursuant to 
the Wetlands Protection 
Act M.G.L. 131 c40.  The 
hearing will include con-
sideration of a Request for 
Determination Applicability 
(RDA) by the Town of Ware 
for construction of additional 
parking spaces and walking 
paths at Grenville Park., 73 
Church St., Ware MA 01082. 
A portion of the work shall 
take place within the Buffer 
Zone of the Ware River. 
Said hearing will be held 
in the Selectman’s Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main St., Ware MA 01082. 
To view the application and 
related plans, contact the 
Conservation Office at (413) 
967-9648, ext. 120. Pursuant 
to MGL Chapter 4, Section 
13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found in the 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publ ishers  Associat ion 
(MPNA) website: http://
masspublicnotices.org 
08/29/2024

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 57 Warebrook 
Drive, Ware, MA 01082

By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Emil Lumbis 
to Albank, FSB, and now 
held by Citizens Bank, N.A. 
f/k/a RBS Citizens, N.A. 

s/b/m Charter One Bank, 
N.A. f/k/a Charter One 
Bank F.S.B. s/b/m Albank, 
FSB, said mortgage dated 
July 15, 1997 and recorded 
in the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
5156, Page 1, for breach of 
the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction on 
September 25, 2024 at 12:00 
PM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 

A certain parcel of land 
situated in said Town of 
Ware, together with the 
buildings thereon situate, 
and shown as Parcel 57 on 
plan entitled: “DEFINITIVE 
P L A N  WA R E B RO O K 
V I L L A G E ,  WA R E , 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S : 
dated May 9, 1972, by 
Engineer: Bradford Saivetz 
& Associates, Inc., and 
recorded with Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Plan Book 83, Page 50, and 
bounded and described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at a point 
marking the northwesterly 
corner of said Parcel 57, said 
point being 339.76 feet dis-
tant, as measured along the 
easterly sideline of the Way 
shown on the plan, from a 
point marking the intersec-
tion of said sideline with the 
northwesterly street line of 
Eagle Street; thence leaving 
said sideline

S. 65° 47’ 00” E.  by 
Parcel 56, as shown on said 
plan, 117.43 feet; thence 
running

S. 24° 13’ 00” W. by land 
now or formerly of Edwin c. 
and Francis L. Harder, 22.00 
feet; thence running

N. 65° 47’ 00” W. by 
Parcel 58, as shown on said 
plan, 116.99 feet to said side-
line; thence following said 
sideline

NORTHERLY by a curve 
of 100.00 feet, radius 9.38 
feet; and thence still follow-
ing said sideline

N. 24° 13’ 00” E. 12.63 
feet to the point of beginning.

Containing about 2,582 
square feet.

SUBJECT to a ten (10) 
foot wide drainage and walk-
way easement as shown on 
said plan.

SUBJECT to  ease -
ment rights granted to New 
England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, as set 
forth in instrument dated 
May 14, 1973, and record-
ed as aforesaid, Book 1705, 
Page 292.

SUBJECT to easement 
rights granted Massachusetts 
Electric Company, as set 
forth in instrument dated 
March 19, 1973, and record-
ed in Book 1702, Page 201.

SUBJECT to Declaration 
of Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions as set forth 
in instrument dated January 
7, 1974, and recorded as 
aforesaid, Book 1752, page 
291, if in force and applica-
ble.

BEING the same premis-
es conveyed to the mortgag-
or herein by deed of Federal 
Home Loan  Mortgage 
Corporation, dated June 30, 
1997 and recorded simulta-
neously herewith.

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated June 30, 1997 and 
recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 5155, Page 349.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and 
conveyed subject to all liens, 
encumbrances, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which 
take precedence over the said 
mortgage above described.

F I V E  T H O U S A N D 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date 

of sale.
O the r  t e rms  to  be 

announced at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Citizens Bank, 

N.A. f/k/a RBS Citizens, 
N.A. s/b/m Charter One 

Bank, N.A. f/k/a Charter One 
Bank F.S.B. s/b/m Albank, 

FSB
Present Holder of the 

Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

08/22, 08/29, 09/05/2024 

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ware Conservation 

Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
September 11, 2024, at 6:30 
PM pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.G.L. 
131 c40. The hearing will 
include consideration of a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) 
by VHB on behalf  of 
Massachuset ts  Electr ic 
Company for work associat-
ed with the distribution line 
upgrades and pole replace-
ments along Ragged Hill 
Road and Gilbertville Road 
in Ware, Massachusetts. 
Said hearing will be held 
in the Selectman’s Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA 01082. 
To view the application 
and related plans, contact 
the Conservation office at 
413.967.9648. 

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 
4, Section 13, a copy of 
this legal notice can be 
found on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper  Pub l i she r s 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site: http://masspublicnotic-
es.org.
08/29/2024 

TOWN OF WARREN 
Wastewater Treatment

Plant Operator
 Mechanic Position

JOB POSTING
The Wastewater Treatment Plant is seeking a full-time Operator/Mechanic. This full-
time position is five consecutive days a week which may include Saturdays and/or 
Sundays, overtime, holidays, and mandatory on-call.  A generous benefit package is 
available including health insurance in which the Town pays 75% of the premium.  
Requirements: HS Graduate: preferably 3 years’ experience in the operation and me-
chanic of a wastewater treatment facility or any equivalent combination of education 
and mechanical experience will be considered.  Must obtain a Grade 4 or higher 
Massachusetts Wastewater Treatment Plant License within the first six months of 
employment.  Must possess a valid driver’s license and a clean driving record. Poten-
tial for advancement and growth.

The pay scale ranges from $23.28 to $31.29/hour based on relative work experience, 
educational background, and professional licenses.

Resumes and Cover letters will be accepted until the position is filled.  
Please forward your resume and cover letter to the 

Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera,  townadministrator@warren-ma.gov 
or mail to 48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083-0609.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

TOWN OF WARREN FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Town of Warren Fire Department is accepting re-
sumes and cover letters for the position of Full Time 
Firefighter/EMT.
Minimum requirements include high school disploma or 
GED, non-smoker, valid MA driver’s license, and certif-
cation as a National Registry or MA EMT. The ideal can-
didate for the position is progressive in the fire, rescue 

and EMS field and Firefighter I/II certified. Candidates should be custom-
er service oriented.

STARTING SALARY $22.42 PER HOUR

The employment application may be found on the Town website: www.
warren-ma.gov under the volunteeer and employment tab. Submit cover 
letter, resume, copies of all diplomas/certifications/licenses and mail the 
completed Town application to:

Warren Fire Department
PO Box 608, Warren, MA 01083

Application deadline is September 6, 2024

Successful candidates will be subject to C.O.R.I. check, 
Physical Ability Testing (PAT). Medical exam and character evaluation.

The Town of Warren is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or age.

JOB POSTING

Full-time Firefighter/EMT
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2
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.
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4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper
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$300 for three papers
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Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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the deteriorating property in 
1997 and spent nearly five years 
meticulously restoring it while 
preserving its historical features. 
They added a modern wing using 
traditional techniques and built a 
timber frame barn with oak from 
the land. 

The restoration benefited from 
local community support, includ-
ing historical photos and returned 
artifacts. Today, the mansion, 

with its distinctive fan window 
hiding a “W” for its original 
owner, stands as a beautifully 
restored landmark and the cen-
terpiece of the vineyard, which 
celebrated 25 years in 2022.

Hardwick Winery produces, 
bottles, and sells their wine in 
house, with currently 24 different 
wines to choose from. They have 
dry wines, sweet wines, even 
dessert wines, some of which are 
past and current Big E winners. 

Hardwick Winery is also 

home to numerous craft fairs, 
including the Fall Craft & Food 
Festivals, which usually falls on 
Labor Day weekend including 
this year. They also host craft 
fairs on Memorial Day and a 
Harvest Fest near Thanksgiving. 

Hardwick Winery is open 
year-round, with regular events 
and live music. The winery 
often hosts Paint & Sip events 
where you can drink some of 
their many wines and paint items 
provided to bring home, the 

most upcoming one is a Wine 
Glass Paint & Sip this coming 
Wednesday, Sept. 4 from 6-7:30 
p.m. No walk-ins are allowed for 
the class but you can register for 
a spot at hardwickseptpaintand-
sip.eventbrite.com.

National Dog Day is just one 
of the many events that cement 
Hardwick Winery as a staple 
of the community as they bring 
joy and passion to our everyday 
lives.

DOG DAY from page 8

meningitis. There is no specific 
treatment for WNV infections. 
People with mild WNV infec-
tions usually recover on their 
own. People with severe WNV 
infections almost always require 
hospitalization.”

Sills encourages commu-
nity members to follow The 
Department of Public Health 
tips that will help people protect 
themselves and their loved ones 
from illnesses caused by mos-
quitoes:

Be aware of peak 
mosquito hours

The hours from dusk to dawn 
are peak biting times for many 
mosquitoes. Consider resched-
uling outdoor activities that 
occur during the evening or early 
morning.

Apply insect 
repellent when outdoors

Use a repellent with DEET 
(N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide), 
permethrin, picaridin (KBR 
3023), oil of lemon eucalyptus 
[p-methane 3, 8-diol (PMD)] or 
IR3535 according to the instruc-

tions on the product label. DEET 
products should not be used on 
infants under two months of age 
and should be used in concen-
trations of 30% or less on older 
children. Oil of lemon eucalyp-
tus should not be used on chil-
dren under three years of age.

Clothing can help reduce
 mosquito bites

Wearing long sleeves, long 
pants, and socks when outdoors 
will help keep mosquitoes away 
from your skin. 

Mosquito-proof your home 
and drain standing water
Mosquitoes lay their eggs 

in standing water.  They can 

begin to multiply in any puddle 
or standing water that lasts for 
more than four days. If you have 
a bird bath in your yard, be sure 
to empty it daily and refill it with 
fresh water. Remove containers 
that may hold water in places 
that are hard to see such as under 
bushes, porches, decks, or stairs.

Drill holes in the bottom of 
recycling containers that are left 
outdoors so that water can drain 
out. Clean clogged roof gutters; 
remove leaves and debris that 
may prevent drainage of rain-
water.

Turn over plastic wading 
pools and wheelbarrows when 
not in use. Change the water in 
birdbaths every few days; aerate 
ornamental ponds or stock them 
with fish.

Install or repair screens. Keep 
mosquitoes outside by having 
tightly fitting screens on all of 
your windows and doors. 

More information about 
different types of mosquitoes 
that can spread the virus can 
be found on the MDPH web-
site at mass.gov/dph/mosqui-
to-borne-disease.

MOSQUITOS from page 15
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VIKING PROFESSIONAL x6 
burner w/grill & oven. Star-Max Grill, 
Garland Griddle. Plus Commercial ex-
haust hood & x3 stainless steel prep 
tables of various sizes. LG large fridge. 
Working, Great condition. You haul 
away. 508-627-2319

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

TAG SALE
108 STEBBINS ST., BELCHER-
TOWN. 8/31-9/1, 9AM-3PM. Out-
door items, carports, household items, 
books, CD/DVD, snowshoes, electron-
ics, bicycles, jewelry, Xmas, misc, golf.

SATURDAY, 9-7-24, 9AM-3PM. 
119 PINEWOOD ROAD, LUD-
LOW, MA 01056. New and vintage, 
reasonable prices. Clothes, toys, Dept. 
56, seasonal, home goods, glassware, 
books, DVD’s, Pirate collectables, 
crafts, nurse figurines, pocketbooks, 
Shark items, shoes. Rain or shine.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING
MINI EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE. 
Fully operated. Shrub removal, elec-
trical trenches, drainage work. Minor 
demolition. Licensed and insured. Call 
413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN 
LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext. 
Also roofing, new and repairs wel-
come. Licensed/Insured. Call 413-
978-894-5412 or 978-894-6331.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING – K-8. Summer refresh-
er; Fall and Winter tutoring. Homework 
help. Call  978-799-9096. pete-
don151@live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING 
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured 
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave 
413-478-4212

The Trustees of the Otis Library seek 
applicants for a Library Director 
Position. The position pays $21-$25 
per hour commensurate with experi-
ence. The Director can expect to work 
between 25-30 hours per week.  
An application packet is available by 
emailing otislibrary@cwmars.org 
or at the Otis Library at 48 North 
Main Road, Otis, MA 01253. 
(413) 269-0109.  
The application deadline is Septem-
ber 13, 2024. The Otis Library Board 
of Trustees is an equal opportunity 
employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING
The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified candi-
dates to fill two full-time Equipment 
Operator/General Laborer po-
sitions in the Town Highway Depart-
ment. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic 
Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 certi-
fication is preferred.

Further information can be found on 
the Town’s website: 

www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday – Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.  
Send letter of interest, resume and 
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthingtonhigh-
way@gmail.com or to Worthington 
Highway Department, P. O. Box 643, 
Worthington, MA.  This posting will 
remain pertinent until the position is 
filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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WANTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, In observance of Labor Day, 
the the CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS have an  have an 

EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.
To advertise, To advertise, 

place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Friday, August 30Friday, August 30
Thank you!Thank you!

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 
no later than 12 noon

Friday, August 30Friday, August 30
– Thank you!413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com

24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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HAVING 
A BALL

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Each player had a chance to defend the goal. Players had to navigate their soccer balls around other players during “ball battle.”Players lined up to take turns kicking the ball to the 

goal.

Coaches Herb Foley, Aaron Bateman and Jess Burke are shown with players ages 9-12. Coaches Herb Foley, Kayden Lourake and Paige Leach are shown with the players ages 5-8.

Silas gets ready to block a kick from his teammate.

Mia winds up for a big kick.

Players enjoy a game of “ball battle.”Kayden Lourake explains the rules of the game to the younger players.

Players warm up before 
practicing new skills at Ware 
Soccer Club’s Summer Camp.

Aaron Bateman demonstrates his dribbling skills.

Nikki prepares to kick the ball down field.

A graduate of Westfield State University, 
Burke recently celebrated her one-year anni-
versary of becoming a nurse at Mercy Medical 
Center. She also celebrated her fourth year as a 
coach at the Summer Camp.

Burke enjoys coaching and sharing her love 
of soccer with the next generation of players.

“We’re just playing games and they’re 
catching on,” she said. “It’s fun.”

Another returning coach is Ware High 
School sophomore Aaron Bateman, who plays 
on both the varsity and junior varsity soccer 
teams.

Bateman, who has been playing soccer for 
about eight years, said the camp is a lot of fun 
for all involved, and it’s also helping to boost 
interest in his school’s soccer program. 

“We had a couple of boys move up from 
last year’s camp,” he said. 

Joining Ware Soccer Club’s coaching staff 
are two Quaboag Regional High School alums, 
Kayden Lourake and Paige Leach. Both coach-
es have lent their talents to the club’s summer 
camp in the past.

Lourake is about to start her sophomore 
year at Salve Regina University in Rhode 
Island, studying cultural and historical preser-
vation. She has been playing soccer since she 
was 6 years old. 

“I really enjoy the little kids,” Lourake said 
of coaching. “They’re just so kind.”

Lourake also coaches a U10 soccer team 
with Leach, who is an incoming freshman at 
Westfield State University, majoring in nurs-
ing. 

Having played soccer for 15 years, Leach 
recognizes the impact playing a team sport has 
in developing strength and character.

“It’s just really good to see the kids devel-
op; get out of their shell,” she said. “And learn 
a new sport.”

Foley thanked the Parks and Recreation 
Commission for allowing use of Memorial 
Field, as well as Norm St. Dennis, Quaboag’s 
varsity girls’ soccer coach for providing play-
ers to help coach the young athletes.

He also thanked the many local businesses 
who have sponsored the camp, helping to pro-
vide team shirts and a pizza party. This year’s 
sponsors include Country Bank, Cluett’s, 
Sunny Side Storage, Integrity Towing, Monson 
Savings Bank, Lazer’s Pizza and Brookside 
Mart. 

“I’m very proud of the camp,” Foley said. 
Ware Soccer Club is now gearing up for the 

start of the fall soccer season. 
Volunteers are always needed to help with 

coaching and more. Training is available for 
people that are interested in coaching. 

For more information about volunteer-
ing, people may contact Foley at 413-221-
1800. People may also visit waresoccer.org or 
find them on Facebook for information and 
updates.

SOCCER from page 1
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

LABOR DAY SALE!!!
OPEN LABOR DAY 10AM-7PM!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

$165,000 WARE MOBILE HOME WITH 
DETACHED 2 CAR GARAGE ON OT’S OWN LOT  

Property being sold “AS-IS” 

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

Shop online or in-store.
FarmerMatt.com

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

SUMMER ISN’T OVER
As you enjoy the fruits of your hard work 
this Labor Day, let Farmer Matt help 
enhance your celebration. Enjoy 15% off 
all orders over $100 at our farm store, 
where you can find the finest farm-fresh 
products. Stock up now and savor the 
quality on your day off. Offer valid through 
Labor Day. Excludes sale and bundled items.

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Welcome to 635 East Hill Road in Oakham! This 
exquisite 4-bedroom, 2.5-bath horse property 
offers everything you need for equestrian living! 
Large cabinet packed kitchen, formal dining room, 
a spacious front-to-back living room with a cozy 
fireplace, and a brand-new slider leading to the 
oversized back deck. The 2nd floor offers an expansive 
primary suite with a private bathroom for your comfort, a nice sized laundry room, the 2nd full 
bathroom & 3 more bedrooms! Set on 4.5 acres of scenic farmland, this property includes a 2 car 
attached garage, huge unfinished basement, 36x36 two-story barn with 3 (12x12) stalls w/ room 
for more, equipped with hot & cold water and electricity! The fenced-in field, paved driveway, 
privacy and stunning landscaping add to the charm and practicality of this unique property. Revel 
in breathtaking views and tranquil country living with easy access to all of the MA cities! Don’t 
miss this rare opportunity to own your country dream property!  $639,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 5 .........Turkey Train ...................................$165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
Dec. 7 ....... Newport Mansions Christmas   ...... $110
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 10-6 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

NOW OPENNOW OPENNOW OPEN
HONEY CRISP & PEACHESHONEY CRISP & PEACHESHONEY CRISP & PEACHES

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE

U PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

BACK TO SCHOOL, BACK TO BUSY 
Simplify Dinner with Farmer Matt’s Heat and Eat Meals
With the school year in full swing and schedules filling up, let Farmer Matt 
make dinner easy. Our Heat & Eat meals (made fresh in our kitchen) offer quick, 
delicious, and nutritious options for those busy evenings. From hearty lasagna 
to savory stews, enjoy more quality family time—not kitchen time. Stock up 
now and make mealtime a breeze with Farmer Matt’s heat & eat options.

Buy in-store or order online at FarmerMatt.com/heat.

Heat & Eat Special
Spend $50 or more 
and get 15% off with 
this coupon or enter 
code “heat15” online. 
Valid 8/26-9/15. Applies to 
Heat & Eat meals only.


