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Students and staff 
welcome guests 
readers at WCES

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The communi-
ty came together during Warren 
Community Elementary School’s 
Community Reading Day. 

To start off a fun day, the 
school provided beverages and 
pastries for the readers who are 
community members that look 
forward to reading stories to stu-
dents in kindergarten-sixth grade. 
All the community readers gath-
ered at the school library for 
refreshments as they await their 
escorts to the classroom.

Coordinating Community 
Reading Day is literacy coach 
Linda Beaudry.  For years, 
Beaudry has enjoyed seeing the 

connection made between stu-
dents and members of the com-
munity through reading. 

“It is good to get community 
members in the school,” Beaudry 
said. “Talk about their roles in the 
community.”

Students not only get to hear 
stories read to them by these 
community members, but also 
hear there own stories about what 
they do to help the community. 
There were a total of 18 com-
munity members reading to the 
students of WCES and consisted 
of regular readers and first time 
readers. 

Leona Wrobel has been partic-
ipating in community reading for 
WCES since the very beginning. 

Wrobel is a lifelong resident 
of Warren and part of the Warren 
Senior Center. Wrobel formerly 
served on the Board of Selectmen 
and is the former owner of the 
Warren Spa. 

Community Reading Day took place at Warren Community Elementary School with members of the community who read inspiring sto-
ries to students.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
All students got into the stories as did these kindergarten stu-
dents.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – The Board of 
Selectmen and the  Finance 
Committee held a joint meeting to 
discuss the fiscal year 2025 omni-
bus budget and review articles for 
the annual and special town meet-
ings.

Omnibus budget
A t  t h e  A p r i l  2 5  m e e t -

ing, Finance Committee Chair 
Madeline Witaszek said the town’s 
total budget is $11,552,478, which 
is a 2.82% increase over last year. 
She said this increase was “reason-
able” given contracts negotiations 
and step increases for employees.

“I want to give a shoutout and 
appreciate the hard work that all 
departments do,” she said. “They 
pretty much brought their budgets 
and basically asked for what they 
really needed.”

Board of Selectmen Chair David 
Dufresne agreed with Witaszek and 
said the town is in a “decent finan-
cial situation.” He also credited the 
Finance Committee with ensuring 
that departments adhere to their 
budgets.

“Everybody’s working togeth-
er,” he said. 

Town Administrator James 
Ferrera said they were able to save 
about $9,000 in the Council on 
Aging budget by combining the 
van driver with a part-time custodi-
an position. 

He said it was a struggle to hire 
a van driver, and have them certi-
fied to move disabled people in the 
van, along with CPR/First Aid.

“Certification may take a few 
months’ time and then you lose 
people on a part-time job on that,” 
he said.

Ferrera said he suggested com-
bining the position with part-time 
custodian, to be able to provide sta-
ble work for the employee during 
the certification period.

“We were able to combine the 
part-time position into one, and 
save money,” he said. 

Ferrera said vocational educa-
tion costs increased this year. The 
cost of transportation is estimat-
ed to increase by about 3%, but 
the final numbers won’t be in until 
after the annual town meeting.

The  Pa th finder  Reg iona l 
Vocational Technical School bud-

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard met 
jointly with the Finance Committee 
to review articles on the annual 
town meeting warrant with Town 
Moderator Kathleen Coulombe 

The total proposed fiscal year 
2025 budget is $37,037,461, and 
Town Manager Stuart Beckley’s 
r e c o m m e n d e d  b u d g e t  i s 
$37,041,442.

“We’re still tweaking it today,” 
he said at the April 30 meeting, 
adding that the figures should 
match by the time they get to the 
motion for the article.

Water infrastructure articles
Article 18 asks voters to transfer 

$125,000 from Water Enterprise 
Reserves for the design of the 
refurbishment of the water tanks on 
Church Street and Anderson Road. 

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  A s s e t 
Improvement Committee Chair 
Matt Palladino said, “we as a 
committee believe the first steps 
in improving our water system…
improving and refurbishing our 
existing infrastructure. Therefore 
this request is to partner with Tighe 
& Bond and develop a plan for 
rehabilitation including a compre-
hensive analysis, the current state 
of the tanks and also recommen-
dations for required maintenance 
now as well as future preventive 
maintenance.”

Article 19 asks voters to transfer 
$500,000 from water reserves and 
borrow the remainder to reach the 
approximately $2 million total cost. 

“We did receive a recommen-

FinCom 
and BOS 
discuss FY 
25 omnibus 
budget

Selectboard 
reviews 
articles with 
FinCom and 
Moderator

Parks & Rec. hosts 
workshop for children

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Warren Parks 
and Recreation department wel-
comed Kristy Collins to teach a 
balloon twisting class. 

Collins is also known by 
her clown name “Polka Dottie” 
because of her polka dot attire. 
Based out of Worcester, Collins 
arrived in Warren and taught her 
third balloon twisting class. 

Her first class took place at the 
Worcester Public Library and she 
received a lot of positive feedback. 
Therefore, the balloon twisting 
classes would continue and resi-
dents of Warren got to enjoy it. 

Flooding the tables with extra 
balloons, Collins knew there were 
going to be periodic balloon pops. 
There was a table of instructions 
on how to properly do certain bal-
loon twists. 

As a gift, Collins brought bal-

loon twister kits for kids to take 
home and practice. 

In addition to the kits, Collins 
brought clown noses to spread 
more clowning cheer while teach-
ing balloon twisting. 

“Encourage more clowning 

around here,” Collins said. 
Collins will soon be working 

for Clowning For Kidz Foundation 
that is based out of West Warren. 

Balloon twisting with Polka Dottie

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Kristy Collins aka Polka Dottie taught a balloon twisting class at the 
Shephard Building in Warren. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com 

WARE – A good deed 
recently happened thanks to 
local businesses in Ware. 

ZM Painting, LLC and BRL 
Landscaping, Inc teamed up 
and removed a pile of garbage 
that has been building up over 
time off Old Belchertown Road. 
Both businesses operate and 
have shops on Old Belchertown 
Road and took action to keep 
the road in town clear of any 
piles of garbage. 

Zach Martowski, propri-
etor of ZM Painting LLC, 
first witnessed the discussion 
about the pile of garbage on 
a Facebook post. Martowski 
reached out to Brian Ligawiec 
of BRL Landscaping to see if 
he would be willing to partner 
up and split the cost to remove 
the items. 

Pa in t i ng  c r ew  o f  ZM 
Painting helped out and loaded 
the garbage that weighted about 

a ton. Over 30 tires, pallets, and 
mattresses were part of the gar-
bage. 

Alongside each other, the 
two local businesses were able 
to successfully clear up the road 
and split the costs of dumping 
over 2,000 pounds worth of gar-
bage. 

Martowski shared that he has 
helped with cleaning up com-
munities in the past, including 
his own neighborhood. One of 
his friends started an organiza-
tion called Make Mass Fishing 
Spots Great Again, a nonprofit 
group that helps with cleaning 
up local fishing spots in area 
towns. 

This group was one of the 
initial reasons Martowski con-
tinued to offer his service to 
help clean up the community 
when needed.  

ZM Painting LLC oper-
ates in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, offering residential 
painting, commercial painting 

Local businesses help 
to clean up Ware road

“I WANT TO GIVE A 
SHOUTOUT AND 
APPRECIATE THE 
HARD WORK THAT 
ALL DEPARTMENTS 
DO.”

MADELINE WITASZEK
FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR

Please see ARTICLES, page 3

Please see BUDGET, page 5Please see BALLOON, page 7

Please see READING, page 8

Please see CLEAN UP, page 7

Community Reading Day
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certi�cate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Each week the Ware 
River News digs into its 

submitted photo archives 
and selects a people 
photo to publish. We 

need your help to help 
identify those pictured.

The Ware River News  wil l 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on 
Page 3. To request a correction, send 
information to ekennedy@turley.
com, or call 967-3505. Corrections 
may also be requested in writing at:  
Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 80 
Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

Name of Veteran __________________________
Branch of Service __________________________

Cost is $75 per side • Limited Quantity
Make Checks payable to the Town of Ware

Sponsor Information
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
Email ____________________________________
Phone____________________________________

HOME TOWN HERO 
Pole Banners

to Honor Ware Veterans

For more information contact Dan Flynn
413-297-5886 • email:d�ynn@turley.com

WARE SCOUTS BSA TROOP 281 
Sponsored by AMVETS Post 2577 

The Jubilee Cupboard 
20 Park Street, Ware 

Saturday, May 4, 2024 
Collection 9AM-Noon 

Please donate non-perishable foods to 
help our community thrive 

Suggested Donations 
Canned vegetables, fruits, meats, tuna or chicken 

Dried or canned beans, rice, cereal or pasta 
Canned juices, shelf stable milk (dried or canned), 

baby food 
Ready to Eat canned or boxed meals

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOOKING FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT?
• COVER CHARGE SPECIAL •

Every Friday & Saturday Night 6-11pm
Unlimited Bowling, Shoe Rental & Pool

$18.00 per person
Snack Bar, Beer, Wine Arcade Games

199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield
(508) 867-6629 • www.bogeylanes.com

FUN FOR EVERYONE!

PHONE
413.967.3505

Fax: 413.967.6009
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Editor
Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

Subscriptions
cgriswold@turley.com

$31 per year pre-paid
($36 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.warerivernews.turley.com

        @ Ware River News

The Ware River News is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 
1992 showed Brookside 

Mart employees Cindy 
Kakule (left) and Deborah 
Cote with shamrocks they 

sold to raise money for 
Jerry’s Kids. Each shamrock 

represented a dollar to 
fight muscular dystrophy. 
If you recognize the folks 

in this week’s photo, please 
send their names and your 

full name to pouimette@
turley.com.

WARREN – Recently 
over  20 fi rs t  respond-
ers consisting of State 
Troopers, local EMS, fire-
fighters, police officers and 
Community Emergency 
Response  Team mem-
bers converged at Quaboag 
Regional High School. 

There was no emergen-
cy, fire drill, or lock down 
drill this time but a luncheon 
for the first responders 
sponsored by the Quaboag 
administration and Country 
Bank for Savings. The lun-
cheon was a way to say 
“thank you” to the first 
responders for all they do 
in helping keep the students 
and staff in the Quaboag 
Regional School District 
safe. 

With close to 700 stu-
dents and staff in the build-
ing at Quaboag Regional on 

any day school is in session 
there are many safety issues 
and concerns that the admin-
istration, Safety Committee, 
and local first responders 
have to be aware of and 
address. 

Many are aware of the 
obvious safety drills such 
as fire drills, lock down 
drills, and bus evacuations 
that take place throughout 
the year but much of school 
safety is behind the scenes 
planning. Planning comes in 
the form of many meetings 
of the Safety Committee to 
write and update the dis-
trict’s safety plan and to 
coordinate with the local and 
state first responders. 

Foremost in this plan-
ning are Superintendent 
S t ephen  Duff ,  Sa f e ty 
Committee Chairperson Eric 
Urban, Warren Police Chief 

Gerald Millette, Warren 
Fire Chief Adam Lavoie, 
West Brookfield Police 
Chief Nathan Hagglund and 
West Brookfield Fire Chief 
Richard Lapierre.

So as a way to express 
that gratitude, the Quaboag 
administration along with 
Country Bank sponsored a 
luncheon for first responders 
at Quaboag Regional. 

The luncheon and food 
were prepared and served by 
eighth grade students in Mr. 
Salvadore’s Honors Civics 
classes and sixth grade 
Leadership Club Students 
from West Brookfield and 
Warren Community elemen-
tary schools. Students also 
made hand drawn thank you 
placemats and a banner to 
decorate the tables and caf-
eteria that officers later took 
to hang in their offices.

Submitted Photo
lunch prepared and served by students in the school district.

Quaboag and Country Bank 
hold first responders luncheon

community

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– North Brookfield Public 
Schools, District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early Jr. and the 
Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance are presenting 
John Morello’s free one-
man show, “Dirt” at North 
Brookfie ld  Elementary 
School on Wednesday, May 
8 at 6 p.m.

Through the portrayal 

of relatable and memorable 
characters, Morello gives 
voice and reassurance to 
those who sometimes feel as 
though they are not heard or 
understood. He explores the 
challenges and decisions that 
young people face every day 
through the lens of mental 
health, substance use, bully-
ing and self-esteem.

Informational resources 

will be shared prior to the 
performance, starting at 5 
p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served.

A meet and greet with 
Morello will be held in the 
North Brookfield Jr./Sr. High 
School at 7 p.m. 

All are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend this 
free community event. 

Free performance of John Morello’s ‘Dirt’ is May 8

BARRE – Rehearsals  for  Quabbin 
Community Band will start on Monday, May 6. 

Rehearsals run from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and 
will be held at the Barre Town Hall, corner of 
Mechanic and Exchange Streets. Musicians 
should bring a stand and bring their friends and 
family members, who play instruments.

This is Margaret Reidy’s third year as con-
ductor. Each year, the band grew in numbers 
and competence as a band. All musicians are 
encouraged to be part of this community group 
of folks from their early teens to those in their 
70s.

Rehearsals start Monday, May 6 and end 
Monday, Aug. 5 and are from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
in the Barre Town Hall. There are two excep-
tions: Monday, May 20 rehearsal will be held 
at Quabbin Regional High School, 800 South 
St., in the band room under the direction of 

Toni Brown and there will be no rehearsal on 
Monday, May 27 due to Memorial Day holi-
day.

The Quabbin Community Band will play 
in the Memorial Day parade on Monday, May 
27. Upcoming contests are Sundays, June 16, 
23 and 30 at 6 p.m. at South Barre Common 
Bandstand, Nornay Park, Main Street. The 
remaining Sunday concerts July 7, 14, 21 and 
28 and Aug. 4 at 6 p.m. will be in the Harding 
Allen Bandstand on Barre Common. 

The Sunday, Aug. 4 concert will celebrate 
Barre’s 250th anniversary including alum-
ni band members. The Quabbin Community 
Band will also play during the Barre 250th 
parade on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 1 p.m.

For more information, people may email 
Julie at julie@mhof.net or call or text 978-257-
1192.

Quabbin Community Band begins rehearsals

WARE – The Town Wide Tag Sale to bene-
fit the Ware Center Meeting House, a 1799 his-
toric building in the first center of Ware, will 
be held Saturday, June 8 from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

The proprietors of the Meeting House have 
been working on the restoration of this build-
ing for over 25 years. It’s open to the public 
on alternate Sundays in the summer, during an 
educational day for third graders, and during 
special events.

Sign up at warecentermeetinghouse.org or 
send a check for $15 to Ware Center Meeting 

House P.O. Box 1401, Ware, MA 01082. 
Payment must be delivered by June 1.

Once registered, put your number on your 
house for shoppers to find you. Those shop-
ping the tag sale can come pick up a list of 
streets having tag sales at the Ware Center 
Meeting House after 8 a.m. on June 8 and have 
fun shopping.

This is a rain or shine event. For more infor-
mation or questions, email janicehills110@
gmail.com.

Participants wanted for Ware’s Town Wide Tag Sale

Ware Grange presents 
Kids’ Corner workshops

WARE – This year Ware Grange is holding fun and 
educational gardening workshops for kids. 

The first Kids’ Corner at Ware Grange will be 
“Planting Seeds!” and will take place on Saturday, 
May 11 at 9:30 a.m. at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road. Kids’ Corner workshops are led by 
local preschool teacher, Jen McNally. 

Kids will learn about the life cycle and needs of 
plants and will start seedlings they can bring home and 
plant in their own yards. There will also be crafts, col-
oring and snacks. 

Visit Ware Grange on Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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Monetary donations are also accepted and will 
be used solely for purchasing items listed above.  

Please make checks out to American Legion Auxiliary Unit 123. 
Send donations to American Legion Auxiliary Unit 123, PO Box 123, Ware, MA 01082.

PLEASE DONATE TO 
HOSPITALIZED VETERANS

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 123 in Ware is 
collecting items for donation to hospitalized 

VETERANS at the Edward P. Boland Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Northampton (LEEDS). 

Items may be dropped off at the American Legion Building 
at 45 Maple Street in Ware on Memorial Day (May 27th) 
from 9:00 am to 3 pm. Pick up of donated items can be 

arranged by calling Michele at 413-544-1996.

✓ Personal hygiene products (men & women)
✓ NEW clothing (men & women)
✓ NEW shoes (men & women)
✓ Blankets ✓ Walmart gift cards
✓ Non-perishable foods
✓ Scrabble dictionary ✓ Uno cards
✓ Pre Fab wood pieces for Art Therapy
    (seasonal signs; bird houses; wood boxes; etc.)
✓ Adult coloring books
✓ Gel pen sets ✓ Crayola felt pen sets

WE 
APPRECIATE 

YOUR 
KINDNESS.

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Prime Rib 
Every �ursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 

Curbside Pick-up Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Large Outdoor 
Dining Seating Area

Visit Our Website For More Details

All Mother’s Golf FREE on Mother’s Day
Dinner Specials Available

All Mom’s Receive a Free Dessert with Dinner

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins Road, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open each 
of those days from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Donations to the store are only 
accepted by Sue LaBarge, who 
can be reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, May 6

9 a.m. Tai Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Care with 

Allison Williams, LPN. Call 413-
967-9645 for an appointment.

10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, May 7
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View 

Housing
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Care with 

Allison Williams, LPN. Call 413-
967-9645 for an appointment.

9-10 a.m. Meet with Donna 
Farmer,  S ta te  Rep.  Donnie 
Berthiaume’s Chief of Staff and 
Jared Griggs, Constituent Services 
Coordinator for State Sen. Peter 
Durant. Walk-ins welcome.

9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch Mother’s Day 

Party
Music by Noah Lis. Tickets are 

$5 on sale April 29-May 3. Limit 
100, nonrefundable after May 3.

5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking ($3 per 
class)

6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5 
p.m.)

Wednesday, May 8
9 a.m. Tai-Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Care with 

Allison Williams, LPN. Call 413-
967-9645 for an appointment.

10 a.m. Scat
10-11:30 a.m. Office Hours, 

Kirsten Krieger, Quabbin Region 
DPH Nurse

11:30 a.m. Lunch
2:30-3:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh

Thursday, May 9
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View 

Housing
9 a.m. Senior Spring Walk. 

Meet at Senior Center.
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 

Beginners
10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat  
11:30 a.m. Lunch
2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, May 10
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Mobile 

Dental Hygiene Clinic with Manda 
Day. Call 413-967-9645 for an 
appointment.

9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat  
10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Food Bank of 

Western MA Brown Bag Program
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5 

p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 
unless otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-4595 by 
noon on the business day before, to 
put you name on the lunch list. 

Monday, May 6
Cinco de Mayo, Beef Taco 

Salad, Spanish Rice, Mexican 
Corn, Dessert of the Day

Tuesday, May 7
Mother’s Day Party, Roast 

Pork, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, 
Veggie of the Day, Music by Noah 
Lis, Dessert and Entertainment by 
Friends of the Ware Senior Center

Wednesday, May 8
Hamburg Gravy on Toast, 

Veggie Salad, Dessert of the Day
Thursday, May 9

Chicken Pot Pie, Garden Salad, 
Dessert of the Day

Friday, May 10
G r i l l e d  H a m  &  C h e e s e 

Sandwich, Potato Wedges, Dessert 
of the Day

community
Ware Senior Center news

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – For 
the first time in its history, the 
Theatre Guild of North Brookfield 
will be performing a production of 
“Mamma Mia”. 

The Theatre Guild of North 
Brookfield is a nonprofit organi-
zation that has been creating and 
presenting local community the-
atre for over 40 years.  Bringing 
opportunity and community 
through a variety of shows, events 
and programs.

Throughout the month of 
May, the auditorium of North 
Brookfield Elementary School 
will be full of singing, laughter 
and applause as local theatre stars 
take the stage and bring a familiar 
story to life. The show features 
over 30 cast members consist-
ing of Theatre Guild regulars and 
first-time performers making their 
debut on stage.

“Mamma Mia” is a musi-
cal written by British playwright 
Catherine Johnson and based 
on songs by Swedish pop group 
ABBA. The story is a romantic 
comedy contrasting the dreams 
and aspirations of a 1970s girl and 
a 1990s girl. 

As many musical followers 
know, “Mamma Mia” is the story 
of Donna, an independent single 

mother and her daughter Sophie, 
who is about to get married and 
have the wedding of her dreams. 
However, Sophie wants her father 
to be at the wedding. 

If only her mother could tell her 
who her father is. 

Directing the production of 
“Mamma Mia” is Jay Valencourt, 
the vice president of the Theatre 
Guild of  North Brookfield. 
Valencourt is also portraying the 
role of Sam Carmichael, one of the 
presumed fathers of Sophie. 

Valencourt mentioned that 
their spring musical is one of the 
Theatre Guild’s biggest shows of 
the year. The cast and crew have 
been rehearsing since February 
and Valencourt has witnessed a lot 
of hard work, excitement and dedi-
cation put into this production.

“We have a lot  of  fun,” 
Valencourt said. “I still have the 
theatre bug.”

Joining Valencourt on the 
creative team is Director of 
Choreography  Er in  Smi th . 
Growing up with a theatre family 
in southern California, Smith has 
always enjoyed listening to cast 
recordings, dancing, choreograph-
ing and performing. 

Smith is excited to be back 
working with the Theatre Guild of 
North Brookfield and be surround-
ed by a talented group of perform-
ers and creative staff. 

Many cast members who are 

also a part of the ensemble are also 
students of North Brookfield High 
School. Some of them starred in 
the Theatre Guild’s recent produc-
tion of “Willy Wonka”. 

One of the performers making 
their debut is North Brookfield 
Police Chief Mark Smith. The 
newcomer to the stage will be por-
traying the role of Bill Austin in 
“Mamma Mia” and has been given 
a lot of encouragement and sup-
port. 

“I’m the new guy and they 
made me feel like family,” Smith 
said. 

Smith is excited to be making 
his debut on stage and hopes to 
make his fellow cast members 
proud. He has always appreci-
ated theatre arts and those brave 
enough to get on stage. 

Playing the infamous Donna 
Sheridan in “Mamma Mia” is 
Sarah Priestley. This show will be 
Priestley’s debut with the Theatre 

Guild of North Brookfield but 
brings a lot of experience and cha-
risma to the stage. 

Priestley has performed in 
shows for the Gilbertville Players 
and the Barre Players and is ready 
for a new adventure with the 
Theatre Guild of North Brookfield. 

For a world of laughter, love 
and music check out “Mamma 
Mia”. The shows will take place 
at North Brookfield Elementary 
School at 1 New School Drive. 

Show dates are Friday, May 
3 at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 4 
at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, May 5 at 2 
p.m., Friday, May 10 at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 11 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 12 at 2 p.m. 

For  t i cke t s ,  v i s i t  www.
onthestage. t ickets /show/the-
atre-guild-of-north-brookfield/
65f0a580c652930e3fe1ac60/ and 
the same link to learn about the 
cast, crew and the Theatre Guild of 
North Brookfield. 

Merchandise is also available 
online through the on the stage 
link. Merchandise consists of 
mugs, T-shirts, sweaters, posters, 
bags and water bottles. 

Merchandise sales help sup-
port the Theatre Guild of North 
Brookfield. A percentage of sales 
goes directly to fund future activi-
ties and programming. 

‘Mamma Mia’ takes the stage in North Brookfield 
SHOW DATES:

Friday, May 3 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 4 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 5  2 p.m.
Friday, May 10 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, May 12 2 p.m. 

dation from the engineer today, to 
postpone this article…perhaps until 
the fall when they will have a more 
specific number,” Beckley said.

Palladino said if the town is 
going to move forward with the 
project with required and preven-
tative maintenance, it will require 
capital investment. 

“I think it’s a worthwhile effort 
to move forward with this request to 
keep the momentum,” he said.

Finance Committee Chair Ken 
Willette said the town is in a good 
position to seek bonding for this 
project. Repayment for borrowing 
would be paid out of the water’s 
enterprise fund. 

Willette said there is a possibility 
that the engineering design studies 
may come back with a higher figure 
for the project and could require 
them to ask for more funding at 
future town meetings.

“We’re reacting to the priority 
needs with urgency, because there is 
urgency,” Willette said. 

Article 20 asks voters to appro-
priate money to develop a plan for 
the town’s water system in relation 
to the pending PFAS regulation 
from the EPA.

Palladino said PFAS are found in 
many everyday items, which end up 
as litter on the street and make their 
way into the ground.

“The $50,000 would be used for 
a study to identify our current levels 
of varying PFAS types and devel-

op a plan to gain compliance with 
the new EPA stricter drinking water 
limits which were just released ear-
lier this month,” Palladino said. 

Bylaw amendments
Article 16 seeks to amend the 

general bylaws by adopting storm-
water bylaws. 

Beckley said the town has 
been doing a study of the Muddy 
Brook area and the Conservation 
Commission has set standards for 
stormwater runoff.

“Whether it’s running off of a 
parking lot or off of a rooftop, it 
is not being directly discharged 
into the sewer system and therefore 
into the Ware River, that it’s going 
through some treatment, or going 
across some ground or through 
a garden. So, it sets the stan-
dards by which the Conservation 
Commission will review how the 
stormwater is being kept out of the 
system,” he said. 

Beckley said this amendment 
is in addition to the Department of 
Environmental Protection’s stan-
dards.

Article 17 asks voters to amend 
zoning bylaws to the floodplain 
zoning overlay. This amendment 
would cause the town bylaw to 
match state parameters.

Beckley said the Planning Board 
will hold a hearing on May 2 to 
determine whether or not they will 
recommend this article.

Articles using ARPA
Beckley sa id  the  Finance 

Committee suggested splitting the 
costs for projects outlined in athe 
following articles using American 
Rescue Plan Act funds.

Article 21 asks voters to fund 
masonry repairs at the Ware Senior 
Center with $75,000 from free cash 
and $60,000 from ARPA.

Article 22 pertains to a feasibility 
study for roof repairs at the Stanley 
M. Koziol Elementary School. 

This article is recommended to be 
dismissed, due to the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority needing 
to approve the study and its amount 
prior to a town meeting vote. It will 
appear on a special town meeting at 
a later date once the MSBA’s grant 
process opens up. 

Article 23 will also be dismissed.
Article 24 will ask voters to 

appropriate funds to design restroom 
facilities at Grenville Park in the 
amount of $20,000, paid through 
ARPA.

Article 25 will ask voters to 
appropriate $200,000, includ-
ing $120,000 from free cash and 
$80,000 from ARPA to upgrade the 
electrical system at the Town Hall 
for code compliance. 

Charter review
Article 26 seeks to establish a 

Charter Review Committee in order 
to review and update the town’s 
charter. If approved, the committee 
will have six months to complete 
the review.

ARTICLES from page 1

WARE – The Friends of the 
Ware Library will be holding their 
annual Book Sale Monday, May 6 
to Saturday, May 11 at the Young 
Men’s Library Association, 37 
Main St.

The proceeds help to fund 
library programming.

This annual Book Sale is the 
major sale of the year featuring 
many popular hardcovers, paper-
backs, children’s books, and DVDs 
for sale. Everything is reasonably 
priced, with most items costing $1 
or less.

The sale will be held during 

regular business hours: Monday 
from noon-7 p.m.; Tuesday from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesday from 
10 a.m.- 6 p.m.; Thursday from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, closed; and 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

 Any questions please call the 
library at 413-967-5491.

Friends of the Ware Library to hold annual Book Sale

WARE – For many years the 
children of St. Aloysius Catholic 
School in Gilbertville have been 
dreaming of a safe, interactive, 
engaging playground. 

The Spaghetti Supper held at 
St. Mary’s on April 6 was incred-
ibly successful and the beginning 
phases of installation will begin 
in the coming weeks, but more 
money is needed to truly com-
plete the Joe C. Knight Memorial 
playground.

The 5K for Play will be held 
at Grenville Park on Saturday, 
May 4, beginning at 9 a.m. This 
is a family friendly event, walk-
ers and runners of all abilities 
and ages are welcome. 

There will be games, raffles, 
music by DJ Brian, and Mass 
Appeal Pizza. 

“Registration is open for 
participants and we are seek-
ing donors. Any donation you 

can make, no matter how large 
or small, is greatly appreci-
ated. This is sure to be anoth-
er fun family event!” said Kayla 
Casiello, St. Aloysius office 
manager, parent, and chairperson 
for the event.

Registration is $10 per person 
(ages 9+); $5 per person (ages 
4-8); and children 3 and under 
are free. You may choose to pur-
chase a 5K T-shirt for an addi-
tional $20 for adult sizes and $15 
for youth sizes. 

Those interested in regis-
tering, becoming a sponsor, or 
making a donation can do so at 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/
Ware/5KforPlay. You may also 
call the school directly at 413-
477-1268 or email chairperson 
Kayla Casiello at k.casiello@
staloysiuscs.com with any ques-
tions you may have.

St. Aloysius Catholic School 
to host 3rd annual 5K for Play

Scouting for 
Food drive 
this Saturday

WARE – Ware Scouts 
BSA Troop 281, sponsored 
by AMVETS Post 2577, will 
host its Scouting for Food 
drive on Saturday, May 4 at 
The Jubilee Cupboard, 20 
Park St., from 9 a.m.-noon.

Please donate non-perish-
able foods to help the com-
munity thrive. Suggested 
donations include canned 
vegetables, fruits, meats, tuna 
or chicken; dried or canned 
beans, rice, cereal or pasta; 
canned juices, shelf stable 
milk (dried or canned); baby 
food; and ready-to-eat canned 
or boxed meals.

Annual Book Hunt 
will be May 4

WA R E  –  T h e  Wa r e 
Historical Commission’s 
annual book hunt is  on 
Saturday, May 4 with a rain 
date of May 11.

The commission is hid-
ing books all over town, but 
especially in our historic plac-
es. Keep your eyes open, as 
they’ll be hidden “in plain 
sight.”

People can start looking 
after 9 a.m. the day of the 
book hunt.

�
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To the editor,

St. Aloysius Catholic School family would 
wholeheartedly like to thank the members of 
this community for their outpouring of sup-
port at the recent Spaghetti Dinner, hosted by 
the Knights of Columbus Council #183 and 
held at St. Mary’s Hall.  

We owe our success to our many spon-
sors, those of you who bought and sold raffle 

and dinner tickets or donated your time and 
services. We especially want to thank Father 
Piotr Pawlus for use of the venue, the Eddie 
Foreman Band for providing the music and 
the K of C for all of their hard work feeding 
such a big crowd.  

All in all, over $33,000 was raised towards 
the Joe C. Knight Memorial Playground. 
Students returned from April break very 
excited to see the first piece of equipment 

installed on the school grounds.   
Again, thank you to all who worked so 

hard for the benefit of our students.
On behalf of the St. Aloysius Catholic 

School Spaghetti Dinner Committee:

Megan Morrison
Jenn and Bill Moryl

Joanne Barbale and the rest of the
 St. Aloysius Catholic School Family.

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or less 
in length, and “Your Turn” 
guest column between 500-
800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that 
the person submitting the 
opinion also include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We 
must authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be l ibelous, 
unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defama-
tion of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for 
submissions is Monday 

at noon.
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viewpoints

Minister wants to maximize 
Social Security benefit

Dear Rusty: 
I want to apply for Social Security, but 

I want to make sure I get all the benefits I 
have earned. 

I am a veteran with a 10% disability rat-
ing (not sure if that matters). I am 68 years 
old. I am a minister and have been exempt 
from Social Security taxes for most of my 
income since I was about 30, but I still have 
the 40 quarters needed. 

I have also worked off and on in the sec-
ular workplace and continued paying Social 
Security taxes.

One hears a great deal about those who 
want to “help” us apply for Social Security, 
but which turn out to be a scam or want a 
fee. How do I apply and maximize my bene-
fits with my unique situation? 

Signed: Seeking Answers

Dear Seeking:
Don’t worry about fees here at the 

AMAC Foundation – there is never a 
fee for the services we provide as we are 
non-profit.  And I want to thank you for 
your military service, you may find the “For 
Veterans” section at our AMAC Foundation 
website interesting at www.amacfoundation.
org. 

To your question 
Your VA disability rating does not affect 

your Social Security benefit. At 68 years 
old, your Social Security benefit payment 
has been earning Delayed Retirement 
Credits since you reached your Full 
Retirement Age of 66 years and 4 months in 
July 2022. 

That means that your benefit, if you 
claim now, will be about 13% more than it 
would have been had you claimed at your 
FRA. FYI, if you continue to delay, your 
SS benefit will continue to grow by 8% per 
additional year you delay, up to the month 
you turn 70. 

At that time, your SS benefit will be 29% 
higher than it would have been at your FRA. 
Nevertheless, if you wish to claim a smaller 
amount now, you can do so in a couple of 
ways:

You can call Social Security at 1-800-
772-1213 or your local SS office to request 
an appointment to apply. They will most 
likely set a date/time to call you to take your 
application over the phone, they discourage 
office visits these days. 

Once you have applied, it typically takes 
a month or two to process your applica-
tion, but they will pay your benefits effec-
tive with the month you say you want them 
to begin. Note, they will likely also offer 
you six months of retroactive benefits but 
be aware that if you accept that offer your 
monthly payment will be permanently 
reduced by 4%.

You can apply for your SS retirement 
benefit online at www.ssa.gov/apply. 
Applying online is, by far, the most efficient 
method, as shown in this short video: www.
ssa.gov/hlp/video/iclaim_r01.htm. However, 
to apply online you will need to first create 
your personal “my Social Security” online 
account at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. Once 
you have your personal online account 
set up, you will be able to see what your 
SS retirement benefit will be now and at 
future ages should you plan to wait longer 
to claim. 

Your SS retirement benefit will be based 
on your lifetime record of earnings from 
which Social Security FICA taxes were 
withheld or self-employment earnings on 
which SS payroll taxes were levied. 

In any case, your SS benefit will be 
based on your lifetime earnings record con-
tributing to Social Security, as well as your 
age when you claim. You’ll get your maxi-
mum benefit based on those factors.

Although your situation is somewhat 
uncommon, it is not exceptionally unique. 
Your VA disability rating does not affect 
your Social Security benefit and, because 
you are a member of the clergy, you are 
not subject to Social Security’s Windfall 
Elimination Provision. a rule which reduces 
SS benefits for those with a pension earned 
while not contributing to Social Security. 

In other words, your SS benefit will be 
based entirely on your lifetime record of 
earnings from which Social Security pay-
roll taxes were withheld and your age when 
your benefit starts. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues are 
limited to three total per 
author during the election 
season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edi-
tion before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet 
our guidelines.

What to do when 
and how to do it

The last few gorgeous days got us all out-
side and into our home landscape.  

Maybe you looked at this or that and 
said “Now what do I do?” Here is a column 
straight from the archives to best guide you 
through the next oh so fun (and busy) weeks 
in the garden.

DO remove spent blooms from spring 
flowering bulbs. Once “deadheaded” the bulb 
won’t expend energy making seeds, instead, 
it will store it and delight you with an even 
healthier stand of flowers next year.  

DO NOT cut, braid or otherwise alter bulb 
foliage. It may not be the prettiest, but as long 
as it is green, (and to some degree even when 
it is yellowish) it is photosynthesizing, making 
a storehouse for next spring’s blooms.

DO turn under your covercrop of winter 
rye now, a few weeks prior to planting your 
vegetable garden. Plant residues will have a 
chance to break down without stealing valu-
able nutrients from newly transplanted seed-
ings.  

DO NOT add fresh manure to garden plots 

as it will burn plants. Be sure to compost it 
for at least six months prior to use. Make your 
compost pile “hot” by balancing the amount 
of green and brown ingredients and by turning 
it regularly. The result is a near neutral weed-
free source of organic matter.

DO prune spring flowering shrubs soon 
after blooming. Forsythia and lilac for exam-
ple, bloom on the previous season’s wood. By 
pruning once their blooming period is com-
plete you will allow enough time for regrowth 
without sacrificing next year’s blooms.

DO NOT prune fruit trees now. Better 
to wait until the trees are dormant. You can, 
however, rid apple trees of pencil sized or 
smaller water sprouts in mid summer. Simply 
grab one with your hand and give it a quick 
jerk. Removing a small portion of the branch 
from which it grows will likely prevent future 
sprouts in this area.

DO begin to harden off homegrown seed-
lings and garden-bound indoor plants over the 
course of the next few weeks. By gradually 
acclimatizing plants to the outdoors you will 
likely prevent transplant shock and other mal-
adies such as sunscald and windburn. Start off 
with a few hours outside each day, working up 
to all day and overnight. Then, as long as the 
threat of frost has passed the plants can suc-
cessfully be planted in the ground.

DO NOT plant pepper seedlings until the 
soil has sufficiently warmed (usually by the 
first week in June). Research indicates that 
planting peppers in cold soil will stunt plants 
and reduce yields. You can warm the soil 
where peppers (and other heat lovers) are to 
grow by laying down sheets of IRT mulch 
a couple of weeks prior to planting. Then 
simply cut holes in the plastic and plant as 
normal.

DO cut asparagus with a knife just under 
the surface of the soil. In established plantings 
you can harvest spears for about six weeks. 
Leave those that are thinner than a pencil. 
Although we wish the season could go on for-
ever, allowing foliage to form will only return 
energy to the roots, making for tasty shoots 
next spring!

DO NOT allow weeds to take over the 
strawberry patch! Applying a mulch of shred-
ded leaves, composted sawdust or pine nee-
dles will not only keep the weeds at bay, but 
it will feed the plants and keep developing 
berries clean at the same time!  

DO sow grass seed soon, before crabgrass 
has a chance to take hold. Or better yet, sow 
seed in late August, or early September, when 
this dreaded weed is near done its life cycle. 
Water sown areas daily to promote timely ger-
mination.

DO NOT rototill patches of perennial 
weeds; you are merely spreading them about 
the garden!  Better to hand weed, digging 
out the roots completely. After planting is 
complete mulch around plants to cut down 
on future weeds, conserve moisture, and add 
organic matter to the soil. When applying 
mulch around trees and shrubs remember to 
pull it back, away from the trunk to prevent 
girdling.

DO have fun in the garden this spring!  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Great blue heron on nest

The great blue heron returned to its nest 
last week.

Last week, I finally saw a great blue heron 
on a nest located in a dead tree on the beaver 
pond, which abuts my hayfield. It built the 
nest two years ago and this year will be its 
third season on the well built stick nest. 

At first, I saw it perched on a branch near 
the nest. For the last few days, it has been in 
the nest.

The great blue heron is 50 inches tall and 
is the largest and most widespread heron. The 
body is grayish-blue, has a white head and a 
black stripe over the eye. 

The immature heron is similar the the adult 
except its head has a solid black cap, which 
turns to white after two years. There is also a 
rare white morph of this heron, but it is lim-
ited to Southern Florida. Its legs and bill are 
orange yellow rather than dark like the more 
common dark morph.

Fortunately, I can see the bird in the nest 
from the road so I do not disturb it when I 
watch it. I hope it is successful in rearing its 
young. It takes 28 days to incubate the eggs 
and 55 days for them to fledge. The female 
lays three to seven eggs in a large, platform 
nest of sticks lined with finer twigs and veg-
etation. The nest is placed in a tree 30 to 70 
feet above ground. Herons raise their young in 
either small colonies in isolated areas or sin-
gly like this pair. 

Great blue herons feed in shallow water 
by standing or walking slowly, then grabbing 
mall fish, frogs, birds and aquatic insect with 
its bill. They can feed in deeper water by 
plunging or swimming. They also hunt on 
land for small animals. 

They inhabit marshes, swamps, river and 
lake edges, tidal flats, mangroves and other 
water areas. They make a guttural “frahnk’ or 
short “rok, rok” given during aggression. Both 
sexes do bill clacking. 

Mass. Audubon sightings
Berkshire County sightings includ-

ed a sandhill crane in New Marlborough, 
nine long-tailed ducks at Lake Pontoosuc 
in Pittsfield and 11 at Stockbridge Bowl in 
Stockbridge, a northern goshawk at Bridges 
Pond in Williamstown and 20 American pipits 
at Ashley Falls.

Franklin County hosted small flocks of 
red crossbills including 24 at the Montague 
Sandplains Wildlife Management Area 
in Montague, nine at gate 29 at Quabbin 
Reservoir in New Salem and eight at Satan’s 
Kingdom WMA in Northfield.

Hampshire County had a Say’s phoebe 
at the Quabbin Reservoir Visitor’s Center in 
Belchertown, four common goldeneyes at 
the Windsor Dam in Belchertown, 22 glossy 
ibises on Old Ferry Road in Northampton, 
an American bittern on Moody Bridge Road 
in Hadley, 21 red crossbills at the Podick 
and Cole Conservation Area in Amherst, a 

Lapland longspur in the Northampton East 
Meadows and an American coot at Great Pond 
in Hatfield.

Hampden County spotting were five upland 
sandpipers at Westover Air Base in Ludlow, 
nine red-necked Grebes at the Congamond 
Lakes in Southwick, 15 chimney swifts at the 
Stebbins Wildlife Refuge in Longmeadow and 
a green heron in Holyoke.

Worcester County included a black-head-
ed gull,  two glossy ibises, a solitary sand-
piper and 20 red crossbills at the Bolton 
Flats WMA in Bolton, two sandhill cranes 
at the Winimusset Meadows WMA in New 
Braintree, two black vultures at Adams Farm 
in Athol and an orchard oriole at Crane 
Swamp Conservation Area in Northboro.

The most unusual sighting on Friday, April 
19 was a black-capped petrel in Cape Cod Bay 
spotted from a whale research vessel. This 
species is everywhere quite rare and in rela-
tively inshore waters it is even more unusual.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

St. Aloysius families thank playground supporters 

Read the Ware River News online at www.warerivernews.turley.com
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Saturday, May 4th~ 7pm-11pm

Triple Tree

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, May 18

7pm-11pm

Pure Country

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

 Are you having di�culty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

�is group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, con�dential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Palmer Motorsports 
Park announces
new sponsor

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – Get ready to start 
your engines, as car show season 
prepares to shift into high gear, 
bringing with it a new collabora-
tion between Palmer Motorsports 
Park and Stonewall Insurance 
Group.

Palmer Motorsports Park is rev-
ving up for its ninth season since 
the track opened and has recent-
ly teamed up with Jeff DeMarey, 
president of Stonewall Insurance 
Group in Wilbraham to put on 
three benefit car shows.

“The track is going to be a great 
partner,” DeMarey said.

Helping to bring them together 
was the Pioneer Valley’s “King of 
Cruise” himself, Bruce Marshall 
of The Valley’s Classic Hits 97.7 
FM/1250 AM. 

Marshall will be live broad-
casting from all three benefit car 
shows, in addition to over 20 other 
shows and regular weekly cruise 
nights across the region. 

On Wednesday, May 22, the 
first of this year’s All Wheels 
Car Show returns to Palmer 
Motorsports Park to benefit the 
Palmer Food Share and the Jubilee 
Cupboard Food Pantry, as well as 
DeMarey’s nonprofit organization, 
Springfield to Boston Education 
Foundation. Gates open at 3 p.m. 
and the show runs from 4 p.m. until 
dusk. 

Palmer Motorsports Park Club 
Director Al Sandy, said the All 
Wheels Car Show (which will also 
be held on Wednesdays, July 10 
and Aug. 21) is not only a way to 
support local charities, but also 
allow the public to experience the 
thrill of Whiskey Hill.

Admission to the All Wheels 
Car Show is $10 per car, or three 
nonperishable food items. The 
track is located at 58 West Ware 
Road. 

DeMarey,  l ike Sandy and 
Marshall, has always had a love for 
classic and vintage cars which he 
has used to shape his career in the 
insurance agency under Stonewall 
Insurance Group, which he found-
ed in 2008.

Stonewall is an independent 
insurance agency that provides 

coverage for home, auto, boat and 
business, and specializes in classic 
and collector car insurance.

DeMarey enjoys sharing his 
love of cars with his customers and 
those around him, which inspired 
him to start the Springfield to 
Boston Education Foundation five 
years ago. The foundation strives to 
educate students on all levels about 
antique transportation, including 
maintenance and repairs.

“It just keeps growing and 
growing,” he said. 

DeMarey and his foundation 
are also the driving force behind 
the Wilbraham Hill Climb, the old-
est hill climb in America that is 
steeper than Pike’s Peak. The climb 
ascends Monson Road, with a 23% 
grade and a 700 foot elevation gain.

First started in 1908, the hill 
climb was a way for auto manu-
facturers to test and show off their 
cars. The cars were timed over 
a measured mile, with the Knox 
Automobile clocking the best time 
in the inaugural event with 1 min-
ute and 8 seconds, with an average 
speed of 52.9 mph and Stevens-
Duryea winning the most events 
with seven victories.

“They all used it as a test track,” 
DeMarey said. “It was also brag-
ging rights.”

By the 1950s, the hill climb 
had stopped up until 2013 when 
Wilbraham res ident  George 
Holman brought it back for the 

town’s 250th anniversary celebra-
tion, keeping it going bi-annually 
up until the pandemic. 

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  H o l m a n  a s ke d 
DeMarey to take over as chair of 
the event, and together they decid-
ed to make it a bigger, community 
event by partnering with the local 
high school, vendors, museums, 
food trucks, as well as offering a 
plant and craft sale.

“The event is just a lot of 
great fun and gets the community 
involved,” he said. 

This year, the Wilbraham Hill 
Climb will be held on Saturday, 
May 11 from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m., rain 
or shine.

The hill climb itself will take 
place from 8 a.m.-1 p.m., starting 
at 26 Monson Road and ending at 
252 Monson Road in Wilbraham, 
with the winners announced at 2 

p.m. The plant and craft sale will 
be held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on the 
lawn of Wilbraham United Church.

A car show featuring over 350 
show cars of all makes, models 
and eras, including unique and 
rare cars, will be held along Main 
Street and at Wilbraham Monson 
Academy from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Seven auto museums from across 
the northeast are also planning to 
attend the event.

Food trucks will be parked 
between 467-480 Main Street from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. and spectator park-
ing is available at Minnechaug 
Regional High School. 

Sandy said Palmer Motorsports 
Park will be doing a demo run 
of the hill climb with some of its 
drivers and racecars at this year’s 
event, including Sandy himself and 
a number of champion drivers. 

“This is going to get bigger and 
bigger every year,” Sandy said of 
the hill climb.

DeMarey said there are over 20 
plus vintage cars registered to com-
pete in this year’s hill climb, which 
is only open to vehicles made 
before 1959.

DeMarey thanked the event’s 
sponsors, including LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, along with town 
departments and the community for 
helping make the event a continued 
success.

In addition to the All Wheels 
Car Show, Stonewall Insurance 
Group is also a sponsor for Palmer 
Motorsports Park’s annual Military 
Appreciation Day with Race Cars 
for a Cause on Saturday, May 18 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Veterans, active military, law 
enforcement and immediate fam-
ily members are invited to ride 
along with Club drivers along the 
2.3 mile racetrack. Military, law 
enforcement and all proper identifi-
cation is required.

About the sponsors
For more information about 

Stonewall Insurance Group, visit 
s tonewallinsurancegroup.com 
or find them on social media. 
For more information about the 
Springfield to Boston Education 
Foundation or the Wilbraham Hill 
Climb, visit www.springfieldtobos-
ton.com and www.wilbrahamhill-
climb.com. 

Find Marshall at area car 
shows and cruise nights includ-

ing the Minnechaug Car Show in 
Wilbraham on May 25, Heritage 
Woods in Agawam on June 8, the 
North Brookfield Sportsmen’s 
Club in North Brookfield on June 
22, Cedarbrook Village in Ware 
on July 13, Oakholm Brewery in 
Brookfield on July 20, Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery in Hardwick 
on Aug. 10, the Blandford Fair in 
Blandford on Sept. 2, Christopher 
Heights Cars and Coffee in 
Belchertown on Sept.  8, St. 
Francis of Assisi Cars and Coffee 
in Belchertown on Sept. 14, All 
Makes and Models at Moose 
Center in Chicopee on Oct. 5 and 
the Brimfield Winery Car Show in 
Brimfield on Oct. 12.

Cruise nights are held on 
Fridays at Brimfield Winery now 
through Sept. 27.

Find him on Facebook under 
“Cruisin’ with Bruce Marshall” or 
online at classichits977.com for a 
complete schedule.

About Palmer Motorsports Park
Palmer Motorsports Park has 

been rated “One of the top 10 
road courses in North America” 
by Road & Track Magazine. Its 
unique setting and challenging 
road course draw club members 
and visitors from New England and 
beyond for racing, research, recre-
ational, and business-related activ-
ities. 

For more information, visit 
palmermotorsportspark.com or find 
them on Facebook.

Submitted Photo
The Wilbraham Hill Climb, the 
oldest hill climb in America dat-
ing back to 1908, will be held on 
Saturday, May 11 from 8 a.m.-2:30 
p.m.

Car shows, climbs and cruisin’

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Palmer Motorsports Park’s Club Director Al Sandy (left) is shown with 
Bruce Marshall of The Valley’s Classic Hits 97.7 FM/1025 AM and Jeff 
DeMarey, president of Stonewall Insurance Group and founder of the 
Springfield to Boston Education Foundation.

Submitted Photo
Pre-1959 vehicles get ready to face a 700 foot elevation gain as they 
vie for the best time up Monson Road in Wilbraham. 

get increased 10% to accommo-
date one additional student. 

For the Quaboag Regional 
School District’s budget, the 
town’s minimum local contribu-
tion decreased for FY 25, but the 
above minimum local contribution 
increased by 26% (or $768,919). 
Transportation costs decreased by 
15.5%.

“The overall assessment for the 
contribution above and transporta-
tion, went down .02%,” Witaszek 
said. 

ATM articles
The annual town meeting war-

rant has 33 articles, including arti-
cles 3 and 4, which will ask vot-
ers to approve the hiring of a new 
full-time firefighter/EMT with a 
salary of $46,813 and a new full-
time police officer with a salary of 
$59,724, respectively. 

Articles 5 and 7 will also 
voters to create new positions 
in town, including an Alternate 
Building Inspector and a part-time 
administrative assistant for Parks 

& Recreation. 
Article 13 asks voters to 

approve the transfer from Sewer 
Rebuild Clarifier Account in the 
amount of $52,795.87 for the 
replacement of the scum pump at 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Ferrera said the total cost of the 
scum pump is $85,000, but that a 
forgotten line item brought to his 
attention provided a means to pay 
for it.

“We proposed taking that 
money that’s been sitting out there 
and merging it with the free cash 
on article 12 to come up with the 
$85,000,” he said. “It’s been sit-
ting on the books for a long time.”

Article 18 asks voters to estab-
lish a special stabilization account 
with $50,000 from Capital 
Stabilization for the replacement 
of the Fire Department’s Engine 2. 
If approved, this would become a 
five year funding project.

Article 20 asks voters to amend 
the town’s bylaws to change the 
Cable Advisory Committee from a 
revolving fund into a PEG special 
revenue account. 

Article 30 will ask voters to 

allow the town to purchase the 
train station at 947 Main St., for 
use by the Parks & Recreation 
Department.

Ferrera said there is a possi-
bility that the property could be 
purchased using Community 
Development Block Grant funds. 

The Board of Selectmen rec-
ommended the article, saying it 
would be an asset to the town 
and increase parking downtown. 
The Finance Committee did not 
recommend the article and the 
Capital Planning Committee has 
not voted on it yet.

Finance Committee members 
said they could not recommend 
the article without the cost of the 
property and the amount fund-
ed by CDBG, but said that could 
change at town meeting when 
those numbers have been received. 

STM articles
The Finance Committee and 

Boad of Selectmen recommend-
ed all eight articles on the special 
town meeting warrant. 

BUDGET from page 1

HARDWICK – Artists and 
volunteers will host a free Fun 
Day with Music for children and 
families from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 18, at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 Main 
St. (Route 32) in 
Gilbertville.

Greg Brown of 
the BIG RanDom 
Band and entertain-
er Seth Newton will 
demonstrate instru-
ments and music 
making. Activities 
will include a scav-
enger hunt, key-
board  games ,  a 
singing circle, and a 
kazoo marching band. 

Open to all ages, the program 
is geared to children in grades K-8 
and is free.  Refreshments will be 
served. 

For more information, contact 
Kathy McCrohon by calling 508-
404-7552 or emailing info.kmdc@
gmail.com. Youth under age 8 must 

be accompanied by an adult.
Friends of the Stone Church, 

Inc. produces free Fun Day pro-
grams for families as part of its 
mission to preserve and protect the 
Gilbertville Stone Church Cultural 

Center and to facili-
tate its use by and 
service to the com-
munity. 

All are welcome at 
this free event.

About FOSC
Fr iends  of  the 

S t o n e  C h u r c h 
receives major fund-
ing from the Mass 
Cultural Council’s 

Cultural Facilities Fund in part-
nership with MassDevelopment. 
Currently in the process of stabi-
lizing the stone tower of theve-
nue, FOSC welcomes donations 
from the community at www.
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org or 
by mail to FOSC, P.O. Box 347, 
Gilbertville, MA 01031.

Family Fun Day with Music is May 18Hardwick 
annual town 
election 
is May 4

HARDWICK – The Town of 
Hardwick’s Annual Election will 
be held on Saturday, May 4, at 
Hardwick Elementary School, 
76 School House Drive and the 
polls will be open from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.  

The Selectboard voted to opt 
out of vote by mail for this elec-
tion, so those who have previ-
ously submitted a vote-by-mail 
application will not be receiving 
a ballot for this election.  

Pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws Ch. 54 § 86 & 
89, those who are unable to vote 
during polling hours may request 
an absentee ballot from the Town 
Clerk’s office no later than 5 
p.m. on Monday, April 29.  

The deadline for in-per-
son absentee voting is noon on 
Thursday, May 2.
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$99999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999$21999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALEGIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

GOING
ON NOW!SALE!

SPRING BIG SELECTION
OF E-BIKES

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
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413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

OAKHAM – When Rev. 
Richard Pryce retired from the 
ministry, he and his wife, Gail, 
began attending the Oakham 
Congregational Church.

Thus began the Rutland cou-
ples association with the Oakham 
community and Dismas Farm, 
located on Lincoln Road. Chris 
Drolet, who was bringing a meal 
on Wednesday, to those living at 
Dismas Farm, asked the couple if 
they would like to prepare a dish 
and come with her to supper with 
the clients at the farm. 

They said yes and their long 
time relationship with those living 
at the farm began. They not only 
brought a meal to the clients, who 
were in recovery, but offered them 
support. 

The Dismas motto is “we are 
family.” The Pryces are a second 
set of parents, grandparents and 
of course, friends to the Dismas 
Family.

On March 1 the Dismas fami-
ly honored the couple by dedicat-
ing its newest building in town, a 
home for those who “graduated” 
so to speak from the farm to apart-
ment living by naming the place 
the Reverend Richard and Gail 
Pryce House. 

The couple made the rib-
bon cutting a family affair. Their 
daughter, Joanne Bedard and her 
daughter, Abigail were there in 

support. The couple’s two sons, 
John and Mark Pryce and two 
grandsons travelled from out of 
state to attend the event. 

Oakham residents also came 
out in large numbers. Dismas staff 
made sure there was plenty of 
food and even made cookie repli-
cas of the new Pryce House. 

Clients and staff made post-
cards and each visitor received a 
packet of those to take home. The 
postcards depicted scenes at the 
farm such as the tractor, the hoop 
house for growing plants, crops, a 
view of the farm and more.

In wholesome relationships, 
both sides benefit. Not only have 
members of the Dismas family 
benefitted from the Pryce’s minis-
try at Dismas Farm, the people at 
Dismas Farm ministered to them 
as well. When the Pryce’s lost 
their beloved dog, they received 
comfort and concern from their 
new “family.”

The next day after the ribbon 
cutting, the Reverend Richard and 
Gail Pryce House had six occu-
pants move into their new home.   

Dismas purchased the duplex 
and added two more bedrooms, 
one on each side of the house. 
They also added new windows, 
doors, siding, stairs and deck. 

The two units are identical and 
have a downstairs kitchen, one 
bedroom, bathroom and living 
room. The upstairs has two bed-
rooms and a bathroom. 

region
Rev. Richard and Gail Pryce House opens in Oakham

Turley Photos by Ellenor Downer
Richard and Gail Pryce talk to some 
of the many attendees to the open 
house and ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny at the Reverend Richard and 
Gail Pryce House, located on 158 
New Braintree Road in Oakham on 
March 1.

The Reverend Richard and Gail Pryce House located on New 
Braintree Road in Oakham officially opened recently/ The build-
ing owned by Dismas is similar to the other houses the nonprofit 
owns in Worcester. They also own Dismas Farm on Lincoln Road in 
Oakham.

Joanne Bedard of Rutland, daughter of 
the Pryce’s, attended the open house and 
ribbon cutting along with her daughter, 
Abigail Bedard and Joanne’s two brothers, 
John and Mark Pryce and family.

These men will be living at the Reverend Richard and Gail 
Pryce House. They are shown in the kitchen of one of the two 
three-bedroom units.

Veera Patel 
named Young 
Women in 
Public Affairs 
award winner 

Dana Burton, Scholarship 
Chair for the Zonta Club of 

Q u a b o a g 
Valley, is 
pleased to 
announce 
that Veera 
P a t e l  i s 
this year’s 
Y o u n g 
W o m e n 
in Public 
A f f a i r s 
s c h o l a r -
ship award 
recipient. 

Patel is a senior at Minnechaug 
Regional High School where 
she is president of the National 
Honors Society, plays on the Girls 
Varsity Volleyball team, and is 
involved with Student Council, 
Key Club, International Club, and 
World Care Club. She also enjoys 
volunteering at community orga-
nizations and working with and 
mentoring youth in sports and 
social skill building.

Zonta’s mission is to build a 
better world for women and girls 
through service and advocacy. 
When asked about her thoughts 
on this mission, Patel noted that 
while she is proud of her Indian 
culture and background, she is 
aware that the role of women in 
many Indian societies is second-
ary. 

“Through my own leadership 
efforts here in America, my ambi-
tion is to inspire other females, 
not only Indian, to learn how to 
stand up for themselves and know 
their value,” Patel said.

Looking forward, Patel would 
like to pursue the fields of busi-
ness finance and law. 

The Young Women in Public 
Affairs Award recognizes young 
women, ages 16-19, for demon-
strating leadership skills and com-
mitment to public service and 
civic causes and encourages them 
to continue their participation in 
public and political life. 

As an awardee, Patel will be 
presented with a certificate of 
accomplishment and a check 
for $1,000 to use toward college 
expenses.

 She is also eligible to compete 
for the Zonta District 1 and Zonta 
International award of $5,000. 

About Zonta
The Zonta Club of Quaboag 

Valley (www.zontaqv.org) is part 
of Zonta International - a global 
community that works for gen-
der equality, empowerment of 
women, access to all resources 
and a life free of violence. Since 
1923, it has provided more than 
$41 million to empower women 
and expand their access to edu-
cation, health care, economic 
opportunities, and safe living con-
ditions. 

More information on all of 
Zonta’s education awards is avail-
able at: zonta.org/web/Programs/
Education.

Veera Patel

B E L C H E RTOW N  –  T h e 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation’s Les and Terry 
Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center 
will offer several free programs in 
May. 

The Quabbin Interpret ive 
Services program operates the 
Les and Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center, offering public and 
school education programs, teach-
er workshops, and general infor-
mation about DCR’s water supply 
resources and watershed manage-
ment, the history of the Quabbin 
Valley and wildlife of the area. 

Staff members are available to 
assist with visitor information and 
services. An automated telephone 
system, 413-323-7221, provides 
24 hour access to current informa-
tion on fishing, hunting, programs, 

rules and regulations, and public 
access. 

All ages are welcome to these 
events. Email QuabbinVisitor.
Center@mass.gov with questions 
or to be added to the mailing list

Please dress appropriately for 
the weather and bring water and 
snacks. Dogs are not allowed any-
where on the Quabbin Watershed. 

Space is limited.
To register for any of these 

events, visit www.mass.gov/loca-
tions/quabbin-reservoir/events.

Exploring Quabbin Park
On Saturday, May 11 from 11 

a.m.-1 p.m., exploring Quabbin 
Park via the Tower Trail and 
Webster Road Trail at Quabbin 
Reservoir, 100 Winsor Dam Road, 
Belchertown.

The hike will begin at the Tower 

Trail parking area which is locat-
ed just inside the Middle Gate off 
Route 9 in Belchertown. 

( h t t p s : / / m a p s . a p p . g o o . g l /
KeEppMJmKDSjjMFz8)

Participants will hike up to the 
Observation Tower and take in the 
scenic view. The tower is currently 
closed indefinitely for repairs, so 
people won’t be able to go inside.  

Hikers will then utilize a con-
nector trail down to Webster Road, 
and then loop back to where they 
began. The trail to the tower gains 
475 feet of elevation.

Register here: https://app.
smartsheet.com/b/form/ce6482df-
ca1943e78057b9bf42c06a5c,

Quabbin’s Hidden History
On Sunday, May 12 from 11 

a.m.-1 p.m. learn about Quabbin’ 
s Hidden History: Webster Road 

on this approximately .5 mile easy 
hike.

Meet at the Hank’s Meadow 
parking lot.  

( h t t p s : / / goo .g l /maps /4Ri -
Eq17PCNEf6s9E7) 

Quabbin’s ghost towns are hid-
ing in plain sight - if you know 
where to look. This two-hour guid-
ed interpretive walk will teach you 
how to read the natural landscape 
as you uncover clues that reveal the 
hidden history of Webster Road. 

Explore old cellar holes and 
historic stone walls, get to know 
some native and invasive plants, 
and learn more about the families 
who lived in the town of Enfield a 
hundred years ago. 

Register here: https://app.smart-
sheet.com/b/form/8fa0a8815fd-
1474c801926220047b22f. 

Quabbin Visitor Center lists free upcoming May events

HARDWICK – The Tri-Parish 
Community Church announces 
their 18th Annual Plant and Bake 
Sale, on the Hardwick Common 
on Saturday, June 1 and Sunday, 
June 2 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. each 
day.  

This popular East Quabbin 
area event will feature tradi-
tional, favorite and connoisseur 
perennials plus selected annuals, 
heirloom vegetable plants and 

herbs in time for spring planting. 
There is a wonderful variety in 
plants offered through Inishowen 
Farms of North Brookfield, 
Stillman’s Farm of New Braintree, 
Howe’s Farm of New Braintree, 
Tracie’s Greenhouse of Ware, 
the Hardwick Farmers Co-op of 
Hardwick and private gardens.  

A delicious assortment of 
home-baked desserts and breads 
will also be sold. The event is held 

rain or shine. 
The church is also seeking ven-

dors for their annual tag and craft 
sale to coincide with the plant and 
bake sale. Spaces on the Hardwick 
Common will be offered for 
$35 each. Applications may be 
obtained by emailing Marguerite 
at mcrevier1.mc@gmail.com or 
calling 413-477-6942. 

People should reserve their 
space early. All are welcome.

Tri-Parish church seeks vendors for tag and craft sale United Church holds 
turkey dinner May 6

WARE – United Church of 
Ware, 49 Church St., will hold a 
drive-up turkey dinner on Monday, 
May 6 from 5-6 p.m.

Take out only, no need to 
reserve a dinner. The cost is $15 
per meal with cash or check 
accepted. 

Park on the church side of 
Church Street side and stay in your 
car and a runner will come and 
take your order.

Ware Grange 
hosts monthly 
workshop series

WARE –Ware Grange will host 
free workshops monthly from May 
through October, ending with the 
annual Pumpkin Carving event.

This year’s workshop series for 
adults will include the following 
dates and topics:

Thursday, May 23 at 7 p.m. - 
Equip Yourself for Success

Friday, June 14 at 7 p.m. 
- Cottage Garden Biennials and 
Perennials

July (date TBA) - Upcycling in 
Your Garden

A u g u s t  ( d a t e  T BA )  – 
Houseplants

Friday, Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. - 
Unique Heirloom Plants

Kids’ Corner at Ware Grange 
will be held as follows. All Kids’ 
Corner workshops, except the 
Pumpkin Carving, will be held on 
Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

May 11 - Planting Seeds
June 22 - Backyard Bugs
July 20 - Moo, Cluck, Baa, 

Farm Animals
Aug. 10 - Fun at the Fair
Sept. 7 - Leaves, Nuts, Cones, 

Trees and More
Monday, Oct. 28 at 6pm - 

Annual Pumpkin Carving
All  workshops will  take 

place at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. For 
more information, visit Ware 
Grange on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org, or contact them at 
waregrange@comcast.net.
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Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIETURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Share Your Joy!Share Your Joy!Share Your Joy!

Bridal
GUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

Parents, 
Grandparents

& Friends
SPECIAL

We are o�ering a great deal for you to celebrate 
your graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76     SPECIAL $55

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION 

MAY 17th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR 
AD WITH 

PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or 
credit card: 

Checks Payable to
Turley Publications. 

Credit Cards 
be sure to include: 

Newspaper you would 
like the ad to appear, 
Your Name, Address, 

Phone Number, 
Credit Card Number,
 Exp. Date & CVV.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS  •  413.283.8393  • www.turley.com

Honor Your Graduate

2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
CARLY 
SMITH
We are so proud 
of you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck at 
Spring�eld 
College.

Love Mom, Dad, John and Chloe

SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

Congratulations

▼

Clowning for Kidz is a non-profit orga-
nization that invests in the future of chil-
dren. The Foundation was formed in 2008 
for the sole purpose of helping children in 
need, under the age of 16, through the art 
of clowning. 

Collins is looking forward to joining the 
parades Clowning for Kidz participates in. 

The balloon twisting class took place in 
the gymnasium of the Shepard Municipal 
Building. The class was free for kids ages 
9 and up. 

Warren Parks & Recreation sponsored 
the event and members Sue Ramsey and 
Lisa Boucher were in attendance to witness 
the creativity behind balloon animals. 

Collins’ business is called The Birthday 
Girl, providing balloon animals, face paint-
ing and more fun. The Birthday Girl is also 
available for private parties, fundraisers, 
and festivals. 

The first animal balloon kids and their 
parents got to learn how to make was a 
dog. Pinching and twisting the balloon 
helps make up the shapes of the balloon 
animals. 

Some of the twists Polka Dottie taught 
include a lock twist and a loop twist. 

A paper copy of the instruction were 
provided with a picture example of each 
animal balloon. 

The next animal to make was a turtle. 
This animals balloon of a turtle, when com-
pleted, can be worn as a bracelet. 

As the class continued, many kids were 
wearing their balloon turtle bracelets.

The tougher design that was next to 
make was a monkey. Collins taught kids 
how to do an ear twist to make up the ears 
of the monkey. In addition, after the mon-
key was made, Collins would teach the kids 
how to make a tree for the monkey to hand 
on to. 

The combination of the monkey and the 
palm tree would make up a hat.

Collins wrapped up the class with an 
instruction on how to make a balloon 
sword. If you’d like to have Polka Dottie 
at your next event, call 508-335-4973 or 
email at kristy.collins@gmail.com. 

The Bir thday Gir l  can be  fol-
lowed on Facebook and Instagram (@
TheBirthdayGirlWorcester). 

For future activities and events, visit 
the Warren Parks & Recreation page on 
Facebook or on the warren-ma.gov website 
and go to the quick links box and select 
“Activities and Events.” 

and snow removal. ZM Painting can 
be reached by calling 413-297-1403 or 
emailing info@zmpainting.com. 

Partnering up with ZM Painting 
is BRL Landscaping Incorporated. 
Operating the business is Brian 
Ligawiec who was aware of the dump-
ing spot off Old Belchertown Road.

According to Ligawiec, the garbage 
spot on Old Belchertown Road has been 
a dumping spot over the years. 

Ligawiec recalled his grandparents, 
who lived off Old Belchertown Road, 
going to pull up some of the garbage. 
One time, his grandparents picked up an 
old television set from the garbage pile. 

Like Martowski, Ligawiec has 

done clean ups in the past. The 
BRL Landscaping shop is off Old 
Belchertown Road as well. 

The spot of garbage got overwhelm-
ing, and it was only a matter of time to 
act. 

With five crew members including 
Ligawiec and the ZM Painting crew, the 
group loaded up their trucks to clean up. 

“Expense doesn’t matter, we’re just 
happy to do it,” Ligawiec said. “A posi-
tive experience and collaborative oppor-
tunity.”

BRL Landscaping Inc offers hard-
scaping and landscape design services 
in Worcester, Hampden, and Hampshire 
counties. More information about BRL 
Landscaping can be found on www.
brllandscaping.com or by calling 413-
813-9182. 

CLEAN UP from page 1

Members of ZM Painting and BRL Landscaping of Ware helped clean up gar-
bage that was dumped on Old Belchertown Road.

ABOVE: The garbage 
that was removed con-
sisted of tires, metal, 
mattresses and pallets 
left behind over time. 

Submitted Photos

RIGHT: Truckloads of 
garbage were removed 
from Old Belchertown 
Road.

BALLOON from page 1

The balloon animal of a turtle can be worn as a bracelet. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Polka Dottie had gifts for guests to take home and practice making balloon animals.

The first balloon animal students got to 
learn how to make was a dog. 

This fun family activity got kids involved with learning how to make balloon animals.

Quabbin Visitor Center 
lists First Thursday hikes

BELCHERTOWN – The  Depar tment  o f 
Conservation and Recreation’s Les and Terry 
Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center, is hosting First 
Thursday Habitat Hikes each month.

All ages are welcome at these programs; however, 
dogs are not allowed anywhere at Quabbin Reservoir.

Hikes will vary in location and intensity and may 
focus on an individual species or on a more gener-
al area.  For more information and to register visit 
www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reservoir or email 
QuabbinVisitor.Center@mass.gov

Gate 37 Forest Walk to Wetlands
 A 1.5-mile east Gate 37 Forest Walk to Wetlands 

will be held on Thursday, May 2 from 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. (https://goo.gl/maps/wPedFYxiN5Qp8sVv9)

Meet at Gate 37 off Route 122 in the North of 
Quabbin Reservation. Parking is limited. 

This Habitat Hike will be a short walk down a for-
est road to a stunning wetland habitat. It is a little over 
1-mile round trip.  

Please wear appropriate footwear and protect your-
self against ticks. 

Register at:https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
c3936c4d26c8443694b6b3fc0beb97d4.

Giant Tag Sale kicks off season May 11
PALMER – St. Paul’s of Palmer’s annual Giant Tag Sale & Thrift Shop season 

kicks off on Saturday, May 11 at its Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
The tag sale will feature a great selection of gently used (and hardly used at all) 

items. All items are priced exceptionally low as the church has a wonderful large 
inventory.

There promises to be a large selection of housewares, furniture, decorative piec-
es, sporting goods, tools, books, glassware, holiday decorations, linens, as well as 
toys and games. Home electronics and clothing are not being offered.

The Giant Tag Sale &Thrift Shop will be open 
each Saturday from May to October from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. During the Brimfield flea market dates, it is open 
Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

 June Bacon of St. Paul’s Church has organized the 
tag sale for over 20 years. She says that St. Paul’s gives 
back to the greater community as, “The money raised 
from our tag sale helps us to continue support other 
critical Palmer area non-profits by providing them with 
free or reduced rent space in our facilities, including 
Palmer Food Share and the Quaboag Childrens Center. 
We also love the fact that our tag sale helps get gently 
used goods into the hands of people who can use them. 
Everything is offered at very low prices to the commu-
nity during these economically difficult times.”

 The church gratefully accept donations of used 
items. Please contact St. Paul’s by calling 413-283-
8185, or emailing StPaulsUUChurch@gmail.com if 
you would like to make a tag sale donation, or would 
like more information.  

More details can be found at St. Paul’s website: 
www.StPaulsPalmer.org.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CHULETA KAN KAN ............

USDA INSP. 

$233
lb

SALE DATES: 4/25/24-5/1/24

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLET ....................................$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .......................$399

lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$999

$349
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS .......................
USDA INSP. FRESH
BEEF SHIN MEAT ..................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET ....................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
10” CHERRY PIE ........................... ea

$499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

BEEF 
EYE ROUND WHOLE

$399

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

AMERICAN LAMB LEGS ..............

$399
lb

$349

$888
lb

The

Yoga
for 

Every 
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered, 
open and energized.  

Come experience this for yourself.

Offering both onsite and online classes

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by 
     Town & Country Living Magazine

Pasta for a Purpose
Event to Benfit

#CAMSTRONG 
(Cameron Prosperi)

May 4, 2024
AMVETS POST 74
2150 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA

Event starts at 3 p.m.
Dinner starts at 4:30 p.m.

$15 Donation
Children 12 and under free

For Tickets Contact Carol 413-433-4138 
or seavercair@gmail.com 

or visit the AmVets

Sponsored by
AmVets 74 & Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce

Door

Prize
&

Raffles

The GeezerBand

Entertainment

&

Demonstrations

Offering 
Regular & 

Gluten Free 
Pasta

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Another returning commu-
nity reader is Sylvia Buck of the 
Historical Commission. 

WCES Principal Kevin Slattery 
and Dean of  Students  Brian 
Guimond joined the community 
readers in the library and welcomed 
them to the school. Slattery has wit-
nessed the success and enjoyment of 
community reading day in his nine 
years of being a part of WCES. 

Getting Community Reading 
Day is a team effort every year and 
is made possible by the members of 
the school community and has been 
coordinated by Beaudry.

“Linda pulls it all together,” 
Slattery said. 

Beaudry thanked office secretar-
ies Amanda McDermott and Annette 
LeClair for their additional support 
in setting up Community Reading 
Day. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Stephen Duff was one of the readers 
and knows how great of a program it 
is to get students involved more with 
reading. 

“It is important for all our kids,” 
Duff said. “Important to the staff 
and the parents of our community.”

One of the first-time readers at 
the WCES Community Reading 
Day is State Senator Jake Oliveira. 
For his first year at WCES, Oliveira 
was reading “Each Kindness” to 
Caitlyn McGibbon’s fifth grade 
class. 

Town Manager Jim Ferrera is a 
first-time reader and looks forward 
to meeting the students at WCES. 
Ferrera read “Enemy Pie” and hopes 
to share more information with the 
students regarding his role in the 
community.

“Meeting the students, sharing 
history about the town,” Ferrera 
said. 

Making connections is essential 
when students get to meet com-
munity members in their town. 
Students and their families can get 
more involved with reading after 
connecting with the community 
members who want to inspire read-

ing and education in the communi-
ties they support. 

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie has been 
participating in Community Reading 
Day ever since becoming the town’s 
fire chief 12 years ago. It is one of 
Lavoie’s favorite events of the year.

“My favorite part is to be with 
the kids,” Lavoie said. 

Students of all grades at WCES 
arrived at the library and kindly 
escorted each reader to their class-
rooms. 

The students who greeted the 
community readers at the library 
volunteered to bring them to their 
classrooms. Some brought signs 
with the readers’ names on them.

After Community Reading Day 
was over, the readers returned to the 
library and were given special gifts 
from WCES. 

One of the gifts was a certificate 
of participation with their names on 
them and acknowledging their time 
at community reading day. Another 
gift was a WCES branded coffee 
mug with a cougar paw on it. 

Warren Community Elementary 

school would like to thank this 
year’s participants of the 2024 
WCES Community Reading Day. 

This year’s community readers 
were Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools Madeline Smola, communi-
ty member and former WCES teach-
er Karen Kurr, Jessica Shimansky 
of North Brookfield Savings Bank, 
Warren Public Library Assistant 
Rowan Bernstein, Warren Fire Chief 
Adam Lavoie, Phil Milgrom of the 
Centered Place, Sylvia Cummings 
of West Warren Public Library 
and Warren Cultural Council, 
Superintendent Stephen Duff, 
Literary Consultant Adelfa Hegarty, 
Director  of  Student  Support 
Services Dr. Kirsten Esposito, 
Warren Tax Col lector  Kerry 
Schmidt, Chief of Police Gerald 
Millette, State Sen. Jake Oliveira, 
Town Manager Jim Ferrera, State 
Rep. Todd Smola, Sylvia Buck 
of the Historical Commission, 
QRMHS Music Director  J im 
Joinville and community member 
Leona Wrobel. 

Community Reading Day

READING from page 1

Superintendent of Schools Stephen Duff read to Mrs. Morin’s second grade 
class. 

Adelfa Hegarty is a literacy consultant holding her cer-
tificate of participation for Community Reading Day. 

Leona Wrobel has been a reader at Community Reading Day for many years. 
Wrobel read “Oh, The Places You Will Go”. 

Warren Fire Chief Adam Lavoie read “Hooray for Reading Day” to 
first graders.

Warren Town Manager Jim Ferrera was reading “Enemy Pie” to a 
fifth-grade class and this was his first year participating in the school’s 
Community Reading Day.

Jim Joinville is the music direc-
tor of Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School and he read a story 
to Mr. Howe’s sixth grade class.

Community readers never stop reading as they look over the books 
over coffee in the school library. 

Community readers received 
gifts for their time at Warren 
Community Elementary School, 
including a WCES coffee mug. 
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LUDLOW – Last Wednesday 
afternoon, Ware’s offense and 
pitching had no trouble with host 
Ludlow in a 9-0 shutout. The 
Indians offense got shutout down 
in the following two games, unfor-
tunately, with a 4-2 loss against 

Taconic High School, and a 3-1 
loss against Frontier. Ware’s pitch-
ing have been consistent all season 
long despite a couple of tough-luck 
losses. The Indians are 6-3 and face 
Southwick on Saturday evening at 
7 p.m.

Ware baseball 
shuts out Ludlow

Nathan 
Kaczuwka 
sends a 
pitch home.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Octavio Cotaj fields the grounder to first.

Troy Dufresne slides safely into second base. John Mumper swings and connects.

Jack McKeever 
makes the easy 
throw to first.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—With the sun setting 
in the west and a full moon ris-
ing in the east, Ware sophomore 
second baseman Olivia DiRienzo 
promptly ended the rivalry soft-
ball game versus Palmer with one 
swing of the bat.

DiRienzo hit a bloop single 
into shallow left field with two 
outs in the bottom of the eighth 
inning scoring sophomore catcher 
Madisyn Slattery from third base. 
It gave the Lady Indians a wild 
13-12 walk-off victory, which 
took more than three hours to 
complete, last Monday (April 22). 

“I haven’t been hitting the 
ball very well so far this season,” 
said DiRienzo, who also beat out 
an infield hit during the fourth 
inning. “I was just hoping to get 
a base hit in that at-bat. Getting 
the game winning base hit really 
means a lot to me.”

While Olivia DiRienzo will 
be playing several more softball 
games against the Lady Panthers 
before she graduates in 2026, her 
older sister, Mia, faced the Lady 
Panthers for the final time at home 
during the regular season.

“I’m very happy that my 
younger sister had the game win-
ning hit in today’s game” said Mia 
DiRienzo, who had a bases clear-
ing double in the fourth inning. 
“It was a crazy game, but this is a 
very big win for us.”     

Mia DiRienzo, who started at 
first baseman, is the only senior 
listed on the Lady Indians varsi-
ty softball roster. She’s also one 
of the captains, along with junior 
starting pitcher Abigale McQuaid, 
junior centerfielder Shelby Hogan, 

and Slattery.
“It’s so weird being the only 

senior on the softball team,” she 
said. “The other three captains 
always help me make decisions. 
They help me out a lot.”   

The Lady Indians had a 4-2 
overall record, which was also 
their record against their Suburban 
West League opponents.

“We’re a very young team, 
and we’re starting to play well,” 
said Ware head coach Charlene 
Vallee. “We held a five run lead in 
our last game, but we wound up 
losing. We played a lot better in 
today’s game.”       

Palmer, who squeaked out a 
16-15 a win in the first meeting 
against Ware a year ago, had a 2-3 
overall record and a 1-2 league 
record.

“This was a back and forth 
game. Neither team gave up,” 
said Palmer head coach Heather 
Korzec. “It’s a bummer that we 
wound up losing the game in extra 
innings, especially after having a 
two run lead.”    

In their previous two games, 
Palmer scored 38 and 13 runs. 

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
Shelby Hogan glances at the bag as she slides under the errant ball.

Ware squeaks out 
win in extra innings

Maia Lamothe goes for it despite 
the traffic around third base.

Cougars 
set to 
face Ware 
at Polar 
Park

WARREN – Quaboag 
Regional High School’s 
baseball team will have the 
opportunity to play a game 
this Monday night at Polar 
Park, the new home of the 
Boston Red Sox Triple-A 
team, the Worcester Red 
Sox. Polar Park opened 
in 2021 after the minor 
league team moved from 
Pawtucket, R.I.

Minor league ballparks 
have been very popular for 
high schools to play games 
at. In Western and Central 
Massachusetts, Hartford’s 
Dunkin’ Park has also 
been very popular. Several 
Western Mass. teams have 
had games at the Double-A 
ballpark.

Quaboag will be facing 
neighboring rival Ware in 
this special game. Ware has 
already been in a profession-
al ballpark, facing Monson 
at Dunkin’ Park on April 19. 

Tickets are available 
for the Polar Park game on 
Monday, May 6 by contact-
ing the school or any mem-
ber of the Quaboag High 
School baseball program.

Madisyn Slattery has great con-
centration as she connects with 
this shot.

Reese McKeever safely grabs possession of second evading the ball 
and the two Panthers.

BARRE – Last Tuesday after-
noon, Unified Track was in action 

at Quabbin Regional High School. 
The Panthers hosted Wachusett 

Regional  for  a 
meet. The Panthers 
will have a few 

more meets this season, the third 
in the program. The league meet 
will move to North Middlesex this 
season. Quabbin hosted the league 
meet the past two years.

Unified track in action at Quabbin Regional High School

Bailey Burke competes in the 
long jump.

Chris Howes looks for a long dis-
tance with his jump.

Luke Salvadore makes his way 
down the lane. He is a partner 
for the program.

Ryan Morin throws the javelin.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

RIGHT: Olivia Gregory with 
partner Aubrey Raposa

 competes in the 100 meter.
Baylee Garcia runs in the 800 
meter.

Please see WARE, page 10
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“One of the things that we did 
during our preseason practices was 
to have each player take at least 
50 swings each day in the batting 
cage,” Korzec said. “I think it’s 
paying off for us now.”   

The Lady Panthers reached dou-
ble digits in runs for the third time 
against Ware despite only having 
six base hits. They walked twelve 
times, and another batter was hit by 
a pitch.  

The Lady Indians banged out 
a total of eleven hits and drew ten 
walks.

The score was tied 10-10 enter-
ing the seventh inning.

Both teams were set in order 
during that frame for the only time 
in the game. 

Palmer senior catcher Lily 
White, who had hit a home run 
leading off the sixth inning, and 

junior second baseman Ava Swist 
drew back-to-back walks leading 
off the top of the eighth inning. 
Both base runners crossed the plate 
following wild pitches. 

In bottom half of the inning, 
Palmer junior righty Jayda Prado 
retired the first batter that she faced 
on a comebacker. Then Hogan 
singled to right field, but she was 
thrown out trying to steal second 
base by White.  

Prado and her teammates 
couldn’t record the third out.

McQuaid, who blasted a home 
run to center with one out in the 
third inning, kept the game going 
a little bit longer with a walk. She 
advanced to third base following 
a throwing error by the catch-
er. Then Mia DiRienzo grounded 
a single up the middle into cen-
terfield scoring McQuaid. After 
going to second base on a passed 
ball, DiRienzo crossed the plate 

with the tying run when Slattery 
hit a flyball double to left field.
“We were able to put-together a 
couple of hits in the eighth inning,” 
said Mia DiRienzo, who was also 
teammates with her younger sis-
ter on the soccer pitch. “My sister 
never had a game winning hit in a 
softball game before today. It was 
great.”    

Then Olivia DiRienzo stepped 
into the righthanded batter’s box 
and became the hero of the game.  

“Today’s game was a lot of fun,” 
Valle said. “Even though we were 
trailing by two runs in the bottom 
of the eighth inning, I still had a 
lot of confidence in my players. 
We had the top of the order coming 
up. Olivia had the key hit, and this 
was our first walk-off win of the 
season. We’re looking forward to 
playing Palmer again at their field 
in a couple of weeks.”  

WARE from page 9

BARRE – Last Tuesday after-
noon, the double teams helped 
lead Quabbin girls tennis to vic-
tory over Clinton 3-2. Both dou-

bles teams were winners along 
with third singles Carlee Rich. 
It took three sets, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2, 
but Farrah Wojcik and Kalina 

Dyer were winners. Elizabeth 
Matheson and Madelyn Stauder 
swept their match 6-1, 6-1.

Annabelle Magill sends a return 
hit in first singles action.

Camryn Orsini goes for a back-
hand.

Carlee Rich competes in third sin-
gles for the Panthers.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. ScibelliQuabbin gets by Clinton

Pioneers 
walk off in 
wild matchup

PALMER – It took almost three 
weeks for Commerce and Pathfinder 
to finally matchup last Saturday after-
noon at St. Joe’s Field. Pathfinder 
scored a run in the bottom of the 
eighth for a 17-16 win. In the win, 
Brayden Mega had three hits and 
three runs scored. Hunter Griswold 
and Miguel Velasquez had two hits 
and three RBI each.  The Pioneers are 
now 5-1 on the season despite limit-
ed action due to several rainouts this 
month.Andrew Sullivan delivers a pitch for the Pioneers.

Zander Auffrey heads for second. Camron MacDonald catches a pickoff throw to first.

Hunter Griswold gets dirty as he slides safely into 
second.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Branden Hnitecki slides into an opposing player.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The Commercial 
Elks made it to their final regular 
week of league candlepin bowl-
ing.

These series of matches will 
conclude the final round and will 
determine the third qualifier for 
the playoffs.

As of April 16, The Champs 
R Here are in first place at 27-9. 
In the running Acres is in second 
place at 25-11. Team BK is in 
third place at 24-12. The remain-
ing teams are mathematically 
eliminated from playoff conten-
tion. 

Compression and Life is Good 
have already qualified for the 
playoffs.

One match took place between 
#1 seed Champs R Here against 
#2 seed Acres. In game one, 
Acres defeated Champs R Here 
by a score of 398-382. Matt 
Bertelli and Paul Tereso of Acres 
each broke 100 in the opening 
game (Tereso 101, Bertelli 106). 
Stephen Manolakis of Champs R 
Here began with a 114. 

In game two, Champs R 
Here defeated Acres 375-362. 
Manolakis led the team with a 
113. 

In game three, Champs R Here 
defeated Acres 385-367 to win a 
total of three points and secure 
the last playoff spot. Manolakis 
finished with a 109 and a series 
of 336. 

The final score is Champs R 
Here at 1142 and Acres at 1127. 
#3 seed Team BK bowled against 
Last in Line. Team BK won the 
first game 353-345. In game two, 
Last in Line won 367-354. Vinny 

Navarro bowled a 112 to lead 
Last in Line to a victory. Mark 
Fitzpatrick of Team BK bowled 
118. 

In game three, Team BK won 
the last game by a score of 378-
361. The final score was Team BK 
at 1085 and Last in Line at 1073. 

The  two p layoff  teams, 
Compression and Life is Good, 
bowled each other in the last 
week of round three. In game one, 
Compression took the first game 
from one of their playoff oppo-
nents 361-345.

In game two, Compression 
won again by a score of 352-341. 
Jason Dominick of Compression 
led the team in the second game 
with a 104. 

In game three. Compression 
won for a three-game sweep over 
Life is Good. The score in game 
three was Compression at 364 
and Life is Good at 357. The final 
score was Compression at 1077 
and Life is Good at 1043. 

As a result of winning three 
points against Acres, Champs R 
Here are the winners of round 
three and will be in the playoffs. 
Compression, Life is Good and 
Champs R Here will compete 
against each other in the final 
week of the season for the league 
championship. 

The remaining four teams who 
didn’t receive a playoff berth will 
compete in a consolation roll off. 

Monday Night League Playoffs 
The final two teams who made 

it to the final week of the sea-
son are Tag Team and the Four 
Stooges. After three competitive 
games, Tag Team prevails and are 
the 2023-2024 candlepin league 
season champions for Monday 
nights. 

Tag Team consists of John 
Havens Sr, John Eckart, John 
“JT” Terault and Nick Maslon. 
The runner ups of the season, The 
Four Stooges, consist of Dave 
Chambers, Rich Chambers, Joe 
Grant and Marc Pelissier. 

Candlepin League News Olympics lead 
to change 
in HoopHall 
induction

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame has announced it will move 
its Enshrinement Ceremonies 
from Aug. 16-17 to Oct. 12-13 
to accommodate requests of the 
vast global basketball community 
amid an extensive and expanding 
summer schedule, highlighted by 
the 2024 Summer Olympics. The 
date change will continue to posi-
tion the Hall of Fame event as a 
successful, well-produced stand-
alone event not compromised by 
potential production conflicts.

“The Hall of Fame appre-
ciates the input from friends 
across the basketball communi-
ty and the recommendations of 
our production partners regard-
ing a schedule adjustment for 
our Enshrinement Ceremonies,” 
said John L. Doleva, President & 
CEO of the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame. “We understand 
the importance of the burgeoning 
Olympic basketball events to our 
broader constituencies and regret 
any inconvenience caused by the 
change. This one-time move to 
October assures that we are best 
positioned to once again create 
a great experience for our guests 
and deliver viewers a first-class 
presentation to celebrate our 
esteemed Class.”

E n s h r i n e m e n t  We e k e n d 
will begin at Mohegan Sun on 
Saturday, Oct. 12, with the Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards Gala. 
The Class of 2024 and returning 
Hall of Famers will then assem-
ble in Springfield, for the annu-
al events taking place at the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
and Springfield’s Symphony Hall 
on Sunday, Oct. 13.

Please see HOOPHALL, page 11
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S P R I N G F I E L D  –   T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds com-
pleted a historic season in style 
on Saturday, hosting a 14th con-
secutive sellout crowd inside the 
MassMutual Center. The capacity 
crowd for the finale also marked 
the 20th time during the 2023-24 
season that “the Thunderdome” hit 
its maximum occupancy.

Both the 14-game sellout streak 
and the 20 total sellout crowds set 
Springfield AHL hockey records, 
and those were merely two sta-
tistics from a  year full of shat-
tered records and overwhelming 
support from the fanbase. The 
Thunderbirds’ ticket sales depart-
ment saw distinct growth in numer-
ous categories, including group 
ticket revenue (up 30% from 2022-
23), season ticket revenue (up 
15%), and total full-season tickets 
sold (up 5%). 

“The support this franchise has 
received from day one has been 
indescribable,” said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. “It takes 
so many factors for an American 
Hockey League franchise to suc-
ceed, and our front office staff is 
right up there with the best in the 
business. Their tireless efforts, cou-
pled with the passion and energy 
of the Thunderdome crowd, made 
this historic season a reality. We 
have no intention of slowing down 
either, which should make our fans 
so excited for what will come.”

Of the 6,321 fans who attend-
ed Thunderbirds games on average 
last season, about 25% were mem-
bers of various groups participating 
in a wide variety of in-game expe-
riences, from Premium Suite and 

Executive Perch parties to on-ice 
activities like national anthem per-
formances and high-five tunnel 
teams. Springfield’s front office 
staff efforts helped the club gener-
ate the eighth most group tickets 
sold in the league. 

“We have long worked at mak-
ing Thunderbirds games a life-
long memory for fans of all ages,” 
said Costa. “In the process of 
doing that, we have been able to 
showcase members of our com-
munity, which  has led to amazing 
opportunities for these groups to 
have a huge audience and grow 
their followings. Performing at 
Thunderbirds games has become 
a checklist item for thousands in 
this area, and we take great pride 
in that.”

This season, the T-Birds saw an 
average of 93.1% of all seats filled 
inside the MassMutual Center, 
the highest average attendance 
to capacity in the AHL’s Eastern 
Conference and second-high-
est in the league. Such successes 
in filling the arena directly led to 
the Thunderbirds’ corporate sales 
department reaching new heights.

In the 2023-24 season, the 
T-Birds saw a 15% growth in cor-
porate revenue while sitting atop 
the league rankings in total spon-
sorship deals. Integrations with 
sponsors have continued to be 
showcased across various medi-
ums, from in-arena and in-ice sig-
nage to social media post sponsor-
ships and elements of the in-game 
broadcast production.

“Having widespread sup-
port from our business partners is 
also paramount to success in the 

American Hockey League,” Costa 
added. “Our corporate team has 
fostered meaningful relationships 
beyond return on investment and 
emphasized Springfield’s pride for 
the city. Their accomplishments are 
remarkable when compared to mar-
kets of exponentially greater size.”

S u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h e 
Thunderbirds’ success in tickets 
and corporate business, the fran-
chise experienced a seventh con-
secutive season of brand develop-
ment and merchandise growth as 
the club rose to the top 10 in the 
AHL in-game night merchandise 
sales, with an emphasis on creating 
high-quality product lines across 
not just the T-Birds brand, but spe-
cialty nights as well. 

“We are aware of how impactful 
merchandise can be from a grass-
roots marketing perspective,” said 
Costa. “Giving our fans the ability 
to show their pride for specialty 
evenings like Pink in the Rink, Ice-
O-Topes, and Military Appreciation 
further bolsters our connection 
between our team and the commu-
nity.”

The Thunderbirds will look 
to build upon their record-break-
ing success when the 2024-25 
season, the eighth Thunderbirds 
hockey campaign, gets underway 
this October. Schedules and sin-
gle-game tickets will go on sale 
later this summer. Fans can reserve 
their seats for Thunderbirds’ hock-
ey action in the 2024-25 season 
with a ticket membership by calling 
(413)-739-GOAL (4625) or visit-
ing www.SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com.

T-Birds put bow on successful season
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How is your retirement 
income taxed?

Once you’re retired, you will likely need to draw on several types 
of income for your living expenses. You’ll need to know where these 
funds are coming from and how much you can count on, but you 
should also be aware of how this money is taxed — because this 
knowledge can help you plan and budget for your retirement years.  

Here’s the basic tax information on some key sources of retirement 
income:

• Social Security – Many people don’t realize they may have to 
pay taxes on their Social Security benefits. Whether your benefits will 
be taxed depends on how much other taxable income you receive from 
various sources, such as self-employment, stock dividends and interest 
payments. You’ll want to check with your tax advisor to determine 
whether your income reaches the threshold where your Social Security 
benefits will be taxed. The lower your total taxable income, the lower 
the taxes will be on your benefits. The Social Security Administration 
will not automatically take out taxes from your monthly checks — to 
have taxes withheld, you will need to fill out Form W-4V (Voluntary 
Withholding Request). Again, your tax advisor can help you determine 
the percentage of your benefits you should withhold. 

• Retirement accounts – During your working years, you may 
have contributed to two basic retirement accounts: an IRA and a 
401(k) or similar plan (such as a 457(b) plan for state and local 
government employees or a 403(b) plan for educators and employees 
of some nonprofits). If you invested in a “traditional” IRA or 401(k) or 
similar plan, your contributions may have been partially or completely 
deductible and your earnings grew on a tax-deferred basis. But when 
you start taking withdrawals from your traditional IRA or 401(k), the 
money is considered taxable at your normal income tax rate. However, 
if you chose the “Roth” option (when available), your contributions 
were not deductible, but your earnings and withdrawals are tax-free, 
provided you meet certain conditions. 

• Annuities – Many investors use annuities to supplement their 
retirement income. An annuity is essentially a contract between you 
and an insurance company in which the insurer pays you an income 
stream for a given number of years, or for life, in exchange for the 
premiums you paid. You typically purchase a “qualified” annuity 
with pre-tax dollars, possibly within a traditional IRA or 401(k), so 
your premiums may be deductible, and your earnings can grow tax 
deferred. Once you start taking payouts, the entire amount — your 
contributions and earnings — are taxable at your individual tax rate. 
On the other hand, you purchase “non-qualified” annuities with after-
tax dollars, so your premiums aren’t deductible, but just like qualified 
annuities, your earnings grow on a tax-deferred basis. When you take 
payments, you won’t pay taxes on the principal amounts you invested 
but the earnings will be taxed as ordinary income. 

We’ve looked at some general rules governing different sources 
of income, but you should consult your tax professional about your 
specific situation. Ultimately, factors such as your goals, lifestyle and 
time horizon should drive the decisions you make for your retirement 
income. Nonetheless, you may want to look for ways to control the 
taxes that result from your various income pools. And the more you 
know about how your income is taxed, the fewer unpleasant surprises 
you may experience. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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The updated schedule of events for Enshrinement 
2024:

Saturday, Oct. 12, at Mohegan Sun 
(Uncasville, Conn.)

Enshrinement 2024 Autograph Session
Enshrinement 2024 Press Conference
Enshrinement Tip-Off Celebration and Awards Gala

Sunday, Oct. 13, in Springfield
Enshrinement Ceremony VIP Reception at 

Springfield Marriott
Enshrinement Ceremony Red Carpet Show at 

Symphony Hall 
Enshrinement Ceremony at Symphony Hall

HOOPHALL from page 10

Quabbin League wants to 
fill remaining roster spots

Rosters spots are dwindling, but there are still 
some spots available as the Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball has begun it season. There are still several 
open spots to get filled despite the season being under-
way.

Registration for the 2024 season is now open and 
any interested players can go to www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org to get registered, or to seek more informa-
tion or make inquiries about the league. 

The league plays most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs following that. The 
league plays a 15-game schedule and typically fields 
six teams each year. Games are usually played at 10 
a.m. with fields in Easthampton and South Hadley 
used as well some expansion to the surrounding area 
this season. The league does not play on Mother’s Day 
or Memorial Day weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities league 
and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who 
are age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age for eligibility is whatev-
er age you will turn in 2024. The league is also able 
to entertaining taking in an entire group as a team to 
add to the league. Please email the league board for to 
inquire about entering a team. The league can also pro-
rate registration at this point. Simply contact a league 
board member. Contact information is located at the 
registration link.

Registration now 
open to take part in 
Bay State Games

WOBURN – Registration for the 42nd annual Bay 
State Summer Games is now open. The 2024 Summer 
Games will include thirty sports with competitions 
from May 11 – July 27 at venues throughout eastern 
and central Massachusetts including Game On in 
Fitchburg, Boston Sports Institute in Wellesley, Union 
Point Sports Complex in Weymouth, and North Star 
Ice Sports in Westborough. Bay State Games partici-
pants range in age from 5 to over age 75 and represent 
more than 300 Massachusetts communities as well as 
surrounding New England States in some sports. From 
grassroots participants to accomplished amateur ath-
letes, the Bay State Games provide opportunities for 
the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports will take place 
for a variety of sports, including baseball, basketball, 
field hockey, ice hockey, soccer, softball, and volley-
ball. Athletes currently in grade 8-11 who live or go to 
school in Massachusetts are eligible to attend regional 
tryouts during the month of June. These tryouts will 
determine teams representing the various regions of 
the Commonwealth that will compete against each 
other in July. Check each sport page for specific eligi-
bility requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide variety of 
individual sports including swimming, track & field, 
figure skating, pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, 
badminton, and more. These sports are open to a wide 
range of ages and skill levels from youth participants 
to masters-aged athletes. Adaptive sport divisions in 
archery, swimming, and track & field are offered, as 
well. Bay State Games also organizes tournaments for 
pre-existing teams in rugby, and 6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will take place on 
June 1 at PingPod in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from 
the Summer Games sport lineup. New venues include 
Babson College, which will host the Girls Basketball 
Showcase, and NorthStar Ice Sports, which will host 
Figure Skating and the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase. 
Game On in Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue for 
eight sports. Bay State Games expects 1,500 athletes 
and their families to attend competitions at Game On 
during the second week of July. 

For questions, email info@baystategames.org or 
call 781-932-6555. 

sports
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QUABBIN STUDENTS CLEAN-UP FOR EARTH DAY

Turley Photos by Mary Whitelaw
Members of the Quabbin Regional High School Student Council and The 
Horticulture Club helped clean up South Street in Barre from the Common 
to the High School.

LEFT: Students enjoying a treat made especially for Earth Day by Curious 
Cravings Bakery.

Quabbin Regional High 
School students par-
ticipated in a town-
wide cleanup this past 
Saturday.

MONSON – Monson Savings Bank 
is pleased to announce the recent pro-
motion of Shannon M. 
Ortona to Ware Branch 
Manager. 

In addition to her new 
role, Ortona will contin-
ue to serve as the Bank’s 
IRA Administrator. She is 
now based out of the Ware 
Branch located at 136 West 
St.

“ We  a r e  p l e a s e d 
to share the news of 
Shannon’s much-deserved 
promotion,” stated Dan 
Moriarty, President and 
CEO of Monson Savings 
Bank in a press release. 
“Her dedication and pur-
suit of excellence have 
earned her this new position as a 
Branch Manager. Watching her pro-
fessional development over the past 
11 years she’s been with our team has 
been a pleasure. I am certain she will 
continue to deliver value to Monson 
Savings Bank and aid our clients in 
reaching their goals.”

Ortona is a lifelong resident of 
western Massachusetts and currently 
resides in Palmer. Ortona is enthusias-
tic about being part of the communities 
that make up western Massachusetts 

and is currently a Board Member of 
the Ware Business Civic Association.

Prior to joining the 
Monson Savings Bank 
family 11 years ago, 
Ortona began her bank-
ing career with Chicopee 
Savings Bank. After five 
years  wi th  Chicopee 
Savings, where she held 
the positions of Full Time 
Teller,  Senior Teller, 
and Head Teller, Ortona 
was excited to accept 
the position of Monson 
Savings Bank’s Ware 
Branch Customer Service 
Associate Supervisor. 

Dur ing her  tenure 
with the Bank, Ortona 
has earned positions of 

increasing responsibility. She became 
the Assistant Branch Manager of the 
Ware Branch and became a Certified 
IRA Specialist through Ascensus. 

Prior to her most recent promo-
tion, Ortona worked as the Wilbraham 
Assistant Branch Manager.

In her new role as Ware Branch 
Manager, Ortona will draw on her 
extensive experience and knowledge of 
retail banking. She will be responsible 
for planning, organizing, and directing 
the Ware Branch’s operations. 

Ortona will also aim to foster an 
environment of teamwork within the 
branch and provide her team with a 
high level of leadership. She will work 
with customers to conduct various 
banking transactions and help them to 
reach their financial goals. 

“I am excited to be back at our 
Ware Branch! It’s where I started with 
Monson Savings Bank and it’s nice 
to be back ‘home’ where I started my 
journey with such a great team!” said 
Ortona. “The Monson Savings Bank 
team has offered me so many oppor-
tunities to grow over the years. The 
people I work with want me to grow 
and push me to be the best version of 
myself, and in turn I hope I strive to do 
the same for them. I am thrilled to be a 
part of our team’s growth!” 

Ortona continued, “in my new role, 
I am most looking forward to help-
ing our customers and getting to know 
the Ware community a little bit better. 
One of my passions in life is helping 
others, this can mean simply holding 
a door for someone or opening a bank 
account for a small business just start-
ing out.”

To contact Ortona, please call 413-
725-4545 or email sortona@monson-
savings.com.

Ortona named Ware Branch Manager at MSB

Monson Savings 
Bank announced 
the promotion of 
Shannon Ortona 
to Ware Branch 

Manager.

Medicare 101 
educational 
event is May 22

BARRE – The Barre Senior Center 
will be hosting an educational presen-
tation on Thursday, May 22 at 12:30 
p.m. at the senior center located at 557 
South Barre Road for current benefi-
ciaries and for those who will soon be 
eligible for Medicare. 

The information is specific to 
Massachusetts. The session will run 
from 1 to 1.5 hours, including time for 
questions. 

The presentation will be conducted 
by Ed Spater, a licensed insurance 
agent, who will explain the basics of 
Medicare including: 

Why it’s important to evaluate your 
current Medicare coverage each year 

The pros and cons of each of your 
Medicare coverage options

What to consider when deciding 
which Medicare coverage option is 
right for you

Ways to save money and get better 
Medicare coverage in 2024

For accommodations of persons 
with special needs at meetings call 
774-271-5199 or 711 for TTY callers.
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Warren Police Log

public safety
Editor’s Note: People 

in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page 
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found 
not guilty or has charges 
dropped or reduced, we 
will gladly print that 
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented 
proof of the court’s final 
disposition.

During the week of April 21-27, 
the Warren Police Department 
responded to 122 building/prop-
erty checks, two community polic-
ings, 13 emergency 911 calls, one 
harassment, one illegal dump-
ing, one structure fire, one safe-
ty concern, three motor vehicle 
accidents, two animal calls and 51 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Warren.

Sunday, April 21
1:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
12:01 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Mechanic Street, Referred to 
Other Agency

1 2 : 5 6  p . m .  B r e a t h i n g 
D i f f i c u l t y,  S o u t h  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

3:47 p.m. Breathing Difficulty, 
Winthrop Terrace, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

4:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

4:46 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 
South Street, Investigated

9:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Boston Post Road, Citation Issued

Monday, April 22
12:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
4 p.m. Breathing Difficulty, 

Bemis Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

8 : 5 5  p . m .  F i r e / M o t o r 
Vehicle Collision, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, April 23
3:56 p.m. Falls, Reed Street, 

Transported to Hospital
5:15 p.m. Breathing Difficulty, 

Winthrop Terrace, Transported to 
Hospital

10:39 p.m. Structure Fire, Main 
Street, Unfounded

Wednesday, April 24
8:08 a.m. Motor  Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, Written 
Warning

8:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

8:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Criminal Complaint

9:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

11:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
South Street, Criminal Complaint

2:55 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 
Ware Road, Investigated

9:33 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Pulaski Street, Report Filed

Thursday, April 25
4:15 a.m. Harassment, Crescent 

Street, Officer Spoke to Party
9:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10 :23  a .m .  Ches t  Pa in /

Heart Problem, Curtis Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

10:26 a.m. Breathing Difficulty, 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

Friday, April 26
5 : 0 6  a . m .  C h e s t  P a i n /

Heart Problem, Bacon Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9:49 a.m. Falls, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

12:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Citation Issued

5:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Chapel Street, Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: John M. Tetreault, 34, 
West Warren

Warrant
10:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning

Saturday, April 27
9:34 a.m. Motor  Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, Written 
Warning

11:04 a.m. Fire/Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Main Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

2 : 4 9  p . m .  F i r e / M o t o r 
Vehicle Collision, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Hardwick Police Log

Ware Police Log

During the week of April 22-29, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department responded to 
76 building/property checks, 32 
directed/area patrols, nine radar 
assignments, 11 emergency 911 
calls, three assist other agencies, 
nine citizen assists, three fires, 
three complaints, two animal calls 
and six motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Monday, April 22
8:45 a.m. Assist  Citizen, 

Greenwich Road, No Action 
Required

9:29 a.m. Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations, Lower Road, 
Gone on Arrival

9 : 4 5  a . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 
E m e r g e n c y,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

6:05 p.m. 911 Misdial, North 
Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, April 23
9:17 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Broad Street, Officer Handled
10:16 a.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Turkey Street, Investigated
10:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Parker Court, Negative Contact

11:49 a.m. Parking Complaint, 
Main Street, Spoken To

2 :02  p .m .  911  Med ica l 
Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

2:39 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
North Road, No Action Required

4 p.m. Assist Citizen, Parker 
Court, Officer Handled

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hardwick Road, Arrest(s) Made

Wednesday, April 24
9 : 0 9  a . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 

E m e rg e n cy,  N o r t h  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

11:06 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Parker Court, No Action Required

Thursday, April 25
2:27 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Officer Handled
7 p.m. Assist Citizen, Parker 

Court, Officer Handled

Friday, April 26
7:52 a .m.  911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Upper Church Street, 
Investigated

10:16 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Street, Services Rendered

11:04 a.m. 911 Fire/Brush, 

Thresher Road, Extinguished
1:44 p.m. 911 Fire/Brush, 

Upper Church Street, Transported 
to Hospital

4:24 p.m. Assist Citizen, Barre 
Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

Saturday, April 27
1:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning
3:49 a.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, 

Broad Street, No Action Required
11:54 a .m.  Ass is t  Other 

Agency, Barre Road, Officer 
Handled

12:13 p.m. Unattended Death, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

2 :39  p .m .  911  Med ica l 
E m e rg e n cy,  B r o a d  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

5:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

10:13 p.m. 911 Complaint, 
Barre Road, Investigated

Sunday, April 28
1 : 2 4  p . m .  D i s t u r b a n c e , 

Hardwick Road, Investigated
1:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning

During the week of April 
2 1 - 3 0 ,  t h e  Wa re  Po l i c e 
Department responded to 29 mis-
cellaneous calls, 44 administrative 
calls, nine traffic violations, 15 
emergency 911 calls, three thefts/
larcenies, two outside fires, three 
frauds/deceptions, four harass-
ments, two damages/vandalisms/
mischiefs, three trespasses, two 
breaking and entering/burglaries, 
one safety hazard, three motor 
vehicle accidents, five animal 
calls and 20 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Ware.

Sunday, April 21
2:01 a.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, North Street, Advised
6:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

East Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

12:24 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Demond Avenue, Could Not 
Locate

4:35 p.m. Damage/Vandalism/
Mischief, Church Street, Could 
Not Locate

4:40 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Convent Hill Road, Could Not 
Locate

Monday, April 22
12:17 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Otis Avenue, Dispatch 
Handled

7:55 p.m. Assault, Sunny Hill 
Drive, Services Rendered

Tuesday, April 23
9:15 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Wrin Street, Dispatch Handled
10:14 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Aspen Street, Report Made

4:19 p.m. Outside Fire, Palmer 
Road, Extinguished

5:15 p .m.  Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Palmer Road, 
Unfounded

9:04 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 
River Road, Advised

Wednesday, April 24
3:19 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Convent Hill Road, Services 
Rendered

8:29 a.m. Fraud/Deception, 
North Street, Advised

10:14 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Pulaski Street, Services Rendered

11:40 a.m. Theft/Larceny, Park 
Street, Services Rendered

2:07 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 
West Street, Services Rendered

10:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Belchertown Road, Investigated

Thursday, April 25
5:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Monson Turnpike Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:47 a.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Clifford Avenue, Advised

8:57 a.m. Damage/Vandalism/
Mischief, Park Street, Services 
Rendered

2:45 p.m. Theft/Larceny, Main 
Street, Investigated

5:37 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Report Made

7:29 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 
Main Street, Advised

11:06 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Convent Hill Road, Services 
Rendered

11:07 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Buckley Court, 
Investigated

Friday, April 26
1:46 p.m. Outside Fire, Big 

Tree Drive, Extinguished
2:18 p.m. Drugs, West Street, 

Services Rendered
6:11 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 

Vigeant Street, Advised
6:25 p.m. Theft/Larceny, South 

Street, Investigated
9:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

West Street, Arrest Made

Saturday, April 27
12:43 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Valley View, Services 
Rendered

Sunday, April 28
2:01 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Canal Street, Arrest Made
Arrest: Elizabeth T. McKeich, 

38, West Palm Beach, Florida
OUI-Liquor or .08%, 2nd 

Offense; WMS Warrant; Negligent 
Operation of Motor Vehicle; 
Alcohol in Motor Vehicle, Possess 
Open Container of

5:07 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
West Street, Dispatch Handled

8:14 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Hillside Village, Advised

8:40 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Wrin Street, Investigated

10:03 p.mm. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Investigated

Monday, April 29
2:27 p.m. Faud/Deception, 

North Street, Services Rendered

If you have been on a road trip, 
then you’re probably familiar with 
modern tolling systems allowing 
you to pay your toll fees online. 

If you anticipate paying for any 
outstanding tolls, watch out for 
this text message phishing scam 
where fraudsters impersonate toll 
collection services, trying to trick 
consumers into paying for fake 
outstanding tolls.

How this scam works
You receive a text message 

from what appears to be a state 
tollway collection service, like 
the Illinois Tollway or the Florida 
Turnpike. The text message says 
you owe a road toll fee of around 
$12, but you need to pay it imme-
diately to avoid a late fee of $50.

The message includes a link to 
settle your balance, which appears 
to be from the state’s toll service, 
making the message look legiti-
mate. However, if you click the 
link and provide your personal and 
payment information on the web-
site, scammers could now have 
access to that information, and you 
may have lost some money.

The Better Business Bureau 
Scam Tracker has received reports 
of text messages that appear to 
be from toll collection services. 
One consumer recently shared, “I 
received a text message that stated 
I owed funds from using a tollway. 

It was not specific and since I do 
not use a tollway I knew it was a 
fraud. I deleted the message right 
away and blocked the number, but 
I believe it had included a web 
link.”

Another consumer shared, “I 
was sent a text message that I owe 
the Florida Turnpike fee of $12.51 
or face a late fee of $50. I nor my 
husband have been anywhere near 
the Florida Turnpike.”

How to avoid similar scams 
Verify your outstanding toll 

balance with the legitimate agen-
cy. Instead of clicking on the link 
in the text message, go to your 
web browser, find the toll service’s 
actual website, and log in to your 
account to verify if you have any 
outstanding toll payments. 

Another way to verify this is by 
calling the toll service’s customer 
service line. 

Do not call the phone number 
that texted you or any phone num-

bers included in the text message. 
Instead, find the toll service’s 
legitimate phone number on their 
website.

Know the warning signs of a 
fake text. If you receive an unusu-
al text message, there are several 
things to look for to help you iden-
tify if it’s fake. 

Read BBB’s tips on spotting 
the red flags of fake text messages.

Don’t click on links or down-
load files that are unexpectedly 
texted to you. It may be hard to 
identify if a link sent in a text mes-
sage is safe. Scammers can dis-
guise a URL to appear legitimate 
when it isn’t.

Block the number and delete 
the message. Do not engage with 
the scammer if you think you 
received a fake text message. 
Instead, block the phone number 
and delete the text message. 

Refusing to engage and block-
ing the phone number can help 
prevent scammers from contacting 
you again.

If you receive a text message 
impersonating a road toll collec-
tion service, report it. You can file 
a report with BBB Scam Tracker 
at www.bbb.org to help warn oth-
ers about this new scam. 

In addition, file a report with 
the FBI Internet Crime Complaint 
Center (IC3) at ic3.gov.  

Scammers impersonate toll collection 
services in text message scam

WARE – Attorneys from the 
Northwestern District Attorney’s 
Office and Community Legal Aid, 
survivors of domestic violence, 
and domestic violence advocates 
from Valley Human Services at 
Behavioral Health Network in 
Ware recently presented a training 
for Ware, Warren and Hardwick 
police.

Two domestic violence survi-
vors shared what the police did 
that helped, what they wished the 
police didn’t do and what they 
wanted the police to know. 

C a t h e r i n e  K a y,  S e n i o r 
Supervising Attorney, Community 
Legal Aid for Victims of Crime, 
shared information about pro-
tective orders and Northwestern 
Western District Attorney Office’s 
Erin Aiello, Lead DV Prosecutor 
spoke about high-risk factors, 
trauma informed lens, body cam-
era and witness intimidation.  

Local services and positive 
outcomes from police referrals 

were shared by Andrew Howard, 
Assistant Director DV Services, 
BHN and Ashley Higgins, Civilian 
Police Advocate, BHN.

For more information about the 

Task Force see www.waredvtask-
force.org, visit the Task Force on 
Facebook, or email wrvdvtask-
force@gmail.com.

Submitted Photo
The Ware River Valley Domestic Violence Task Force facilitated a 
training for law enforcement in Ware, Warren and Hardwick.

DV training conducted for local police depts.

As electric vehicles enter 
our roadways, the National Fire 
Protection Association® has intro-
duced a series of free resources, 
guidelines, and information to help 
raise awareness about EV fires 
and safe EV charging practices at 
home.

 According to the International 
Energy Agency, global sales of 
electric vehicles exceeded 10 mil-
lion in 2022 and are expected to 
grow in the coming years. At the 
same time, consumer concerns 
about the fire safety risk of EVs 
are increasing. Lithium-ion batter-
ies, the most widely used and reli-
able source of energy for electric 
vehicles, are central to questions 
about safety.    

 “It is widely known that elec-
tric vehicles provide environmen-
tal and cost-effective benefits,” 
said Lorraine Carli, vice presi-
dent of Outreach and Advocacy 
at NFPA in a press release. 
“However, as fires involving EVs 
are reported in the news, concerns 
about the risks they pose persist. 
Through advocacy efforts that 
highlight our new online resources 
and information, NFPA is working 
to better educate the public about 
the risks associated with EVs and 
other devices that use lithium-ion 
batteries, along with ways to use 
them safely.”

The new online resources from 
NFPA feature more detailed infor-
mation about lithium-ion batteries, 
EV maintenance, and what tips 
consumers can follow to stay safe 
when charging their electric vehi-
cle at home. 

Resources for safety educa-

tors and consumers, including a 
safety tip sheet and social media 
cards, are all free and download-
able. A free training course is also 
available to the public that helps 
address some of the common con-
cerns and myths about owning an 
electrical vehicle, including safety 
features, charge types, and battery 
life.

NFPA recommends these tips 
when charging electric vehicles at 
home to help prevent fires:

Before charging an electric 
vehicle at home, have a qualified 
electrician check your electri-
cal system to see if it can handle 
charging.

Install charging equipment in 
safe locations. Keep away from 
busy areas and things that could 
catch fire. 

Use devices that are listed by a 
qualified testing laboratory. 

Read and follow all manufac-
turer directions.  

Check chargers and cords for 
damage before using. Never use if 
damaged. 

Do not use more than one plug 
or extension cords with the char-
ger. 

Keep charging items out of 
reach of children and 
animals when not in 
use. 

Cover  charging 
station outlet to keep 
water out. 

Learn more about 
electric vehicle fire 
safety,  find train-
ing information, and 
download the free 
safety tip sheet at 

nfpa.org/evsafetyinfo.
Information on the safe use 

of smaller devices that use lith-
ium-ion batteries such as com-
puters, smart phones, e-bikes and 
e-scooters, can be found at nfpa.
org/lithiumionsafety and nfpa.org/
ebikes.

About the NFPA 
Founded in 1896, NFPA® is 

a global, self-funded, nonprof-
it organization devoted to elimi-
nating death, injury, property and 
economic loss due to fire, electri-
cal and related hazards. The asso-
ciation delivers information and 
knowledge through more than 300 
consensus codes and standards, 
research, training, education, out-
reach and advocacy; and by part-
nering with others who share an 
interest in furthering the NFPA 
mission. 

For more information, visit 
www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes 
and standards can be viewed 
online for free at www.nfpa.org/
freeaccess.

Tips offered for safe electrical vehicle charging
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obituary

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Lions do it
  5. In favor of
  8. Rest here please 

(abbr.)
 11. Pulpits
 13. Leisure activity
 14. Fertility god
 15. Financial 

obligations
 16. When you 

anticipate getting 
somewhere

 17. Spanish river
 18. Sporting events
 20. Type of tree
 21. Ceased to be
 22. Persons
 25. Synthetic resin
 30. Relates to 

photochemical 
reactions

 31. Father
 32. Former Cowboys 

coach 
 33. City in Finland
 38. Run batted in

 41. Got through
 43. They darken skin
 45. In a harmful way
 48. Form of weaving
 49. City of Angels 

hoopster
 50. Caucasian 

language
 55. Syngman __, 

Korean president
 56. Sun up in New 

York
 57. Paddled 
 59. Fishes
 60. Affirmative
 61. Nimble
 62. Doctor of 

Education
 63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 64. A small island

CLUES DOWN
  1. Cool!
  2. Hebrew unit of 

measure
  3. Swedish rock 

group
  4. College army
  5. Favor over another
  6. Called it a career
  7. Egg-shaped wind 

instrument
  8. Israeli statesman
  9. Hurries
 10. Slog
 12. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

 14. Benedictine monk
 19. Self-immolation 

by fire ritual
 23. Family of 

regulator genes
 24. Surrendering
 25. Political action 

committee
 26. S. American plant
 27. Long-term 

memory
 28. Bark
 29. Breathes in
 34. Take hold of
 35. Everyone has one

 36. Valentine’s Day 
color

 37. Drivers’ licenses 
and passports

 39. Outer walls of 
castles

 40. Enters with force
 41. One thousandth of 

an inch
 42. Deceased Chinese 

politician
 44. Sugary secretion 

of plants
 45. Expressed 

pleasure
 46. Shelter
 47. Utilizes
 48 Forest resident
 51. Fashion accessory
 52. A sharply 

directional 
antenna

 53. __ Kristofferson, 
actor

 54. A bad place to 
end up

 58. MLBer Gordon
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanosand to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit �rms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow �rms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8”
$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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Margaret “Peg” J.
(Learned) Stacy

Margaret “Peg” J. (Learned) Stacy died peaceful-
ly in Cape Coral, Florida surrounded by her family 
on March 11, 2024. 

She was predeceased by her parents Howard and 
Elizabeth Learned of Springfield, Vermont and two 
sisters Joan and Jan. 

During her formative years the family moved 
numerous times until finally settling in Monson. 
It was there that she met and married Leroy Stacy 
of Monson, eventually settling down in Ware on 
Beaver Lake where she enjoyed sailing and having 
her family over for countless fun times. 

She leaves two children, daughter Diana Pluta 
and her husband David of Cape Coral, Florida and 
Leroy “Chip” and Jacklyn Stacy of Wilbraham, four 
grandchildren, Kelly Pinette and husband Gary of 
Cape Coral, Florida, Kara Pluta of Yulee, Florida, 
Matt Pluta of West Palm, Florida, and Devan 
Stacy and wife Caroline of Arlington, and four 
great-grandchildren, Luke, Trey, Layla, and Aria. 

She spent a majority of her adult career working 
as an Advertising Manager for Turley Publications 
until retiring at age 62. She loved spending time 
with family, especially her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, loved traveling and was an avid 
New England Sports fan. 

A private family service will take place this sum-
mer. 

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certi�cate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Ware River News

Death notice
Stacy, Margaret “Peg” J. (Learned)
Died March 11, 2024

H O LY O K E  –  H o l y o k e 
Community College and its part-
ners have been awarded a state 
grant worth nearly $1.46 million to 
create a certified nursing assistant 
to licensed practical nurse train-
ing program to help area hospitals 
meet their workforce needs.  

Earlier this month, the Healey-
Driscoll Administration announced 
a total of $3.9 million in Senator 
Kenneth J. Donnelly Workforce 
Success grants for six initiatives 
representing employers and col-
laborative organizations across the 
Commonwealth.

The lion’s share of that money - 
$1,457,143 - will go to an HCC-led 
training program to assist 86 unem-
ployed or underemployed individu-
als transition from jobs as nursing 
aides to positions as licensed prac-
tical nurses.  

The grants, funded through
the Workforce Competitiveness 
Trus t  Fund  and  d i s t r ibu t -
e d  b y  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Corpora t ion , a im to increase 
sustainable wage career path-
ways for Massachusetts resi-
dents facing employment barriers
and improve the competitiveness 
of Massachusetts businesses by 
enhancing worker skills and pro-
ductivity.

HCC’s partners in the grant 
include Baystate Medical Center, 
Baystate Wing Hospital, MassHire 
Hampden County, Springfield 
Works, and the National Fund for 
Workforce Solutions.

“We are delighted about the 
Commonwealth Corporation’s 
award to HCC and our many part-
ners in this unique and innovative 
career pathway in nursing,” said 
HCC President George Timmons 
in a press release. “Healthcare is 
one of the largest industry sectors 
in our region, and it continues to 

grow. We hope that this pathway 
for licensed practical nurses will 
help create more family sustain-
able incomes for nursing assistants 
looking to advance in this exciting 
and rewarding career.”

The multi-stage program will 
first train individuals as nursing 
aides, then help them obtain jobs 
at area hospitals while they con-
tinue their training in HCC’s LPN 
program, all the while providing 
them with wrap-around support 
services. HCC already has an exist-
ing framework for CNA training 
through its Jump Start program, 
which is designed for individuals 
receiving public assistance.

“ E v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  i n 
Massachusetts should have access 
to quality job training, and our 
employers should have access to 
the skilled talent they need to do 
business,” said Governor Maura 
Healey. “Our workforce is our 
greatest competitive strength. The 
latest round of Workforce Success 
Grants is another example of our 
administration’s commitment 
to expanding opportunities and 
expanding our lead.”

The grants were announced 
Dec. 18 by Labor and Workforce 
Development Secretary Lauren 
Jones during a graduation event 
at the Boston-area African Bridge 
Network, which received $498,655.

To help leverage the state 
grant for the HCC-led project, 
the National Fund for Workforce 
Solutions invested $200,000 to 
incorporate the voices and lived 
experiences of participants in the 
design of the program to advance 
equitable employment outcomes.

“This is an amazing achieve-
ment,” said Anne Kandilis, director 
of Springfield WORKS/Working 
Cities Challenge. “Sometimes we 
focus on the grant itself, but the 18 

months of hard collaborative work 
that goes into proposing something 
this big is important to lift up too.”

According to the Healey-
Driscoll Administration, the grants 
are part of a strategic investment 
in the Massachusetts workforce 
to develop programs that sup-
port individuals facing barriers to 
employment, such as lack of for-
mal schooling, language literacy, or 
past involvement with the criminal 
justice system.

“Investing in our workforce 
and our businesses is investing in 
the Massachusetts economy and 
puts the state in a position to suc-
ceed,” said Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll. “These grants help
organizations attract workers who 
may be unemployed, underem-
ployed, or experiencing barriers to 
employment and provide the nec-
essary skills they need to thrive. 
These grants will help us achieve 
our workforce development goals, 
expand our skilled talent pool, and 
strengthen our competitiveness.”

The six grant-funded initiatives 
aim to train and hire 384 individu-
als over three years.

T h e  S p r i n g f i e l d - b a s e d 
Entrepreneur ia l  & Business 
Collaborative also received a grant 
worth $630,998 to prepare 90 indi-
viduals for jobs in the hospitality 
industry. The group is partnering 
with the Northampton Brewery, 
Granny’s Baking Table, River 
Valley Market, Tandem Bagel 
Company, and Puerto Rico Bakery 
II. 

Other grant recipients include 
the Training and Upgrading 
Fund in Quincy ($717,220), 
Cambridge College, Inc. ,  in 
Boston ($436,062), and Cape Cod 
Regional Technical High School 
District in Harwich ($225,425).

State awards HCC $1.46 million to build 
nursing workforce training program

Library hosts 
Mary Lane 
Hospital talk 
with Steve 
Granlund

HARDWICK – The 
Gilber tvi l le  Publ ic 
Library,  259 Main 
St., Gilbertville, will 
host resident Steve 
Granlund to talk about 
Mary Lane Hospital on 
Thursday, May 2 at 6 
p.m.

Granlund will talk 
about the closure of 
Mary Lane Hospital 
and its impact on the 
community. He has 
done extensive research 
on this issue and will 
share what he’s learned. 

region

BELCHERTOWN – The 
th i rd  annual  Umbrel la  of 
Wellness Fair will be held this 
spring at Chestnut 
Hill Community 
School.  

This event, host-
ed by Belchertown 
O v e r c o m i n g 
A d v e r s i t y 
Together, will be 
free and open to 
t he  communi ty 
on Saturday, May 
4 from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. The mission 
of the Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair is the 
augmentation of 
holistic well-being 
within the commu-
nity through educa-
tion, engagement, 
and empowerment. 

A  s c h e d u l e 
for the Umbrella 
of Wellness Fair 
activities and mini workshops 
will be released by the second 
week of April and posted on 
the BOAT Facebook page, local 
social media forums, and in the 
Belchertown Sentinel. 

Main Stage speakers include 
Zara Phillips, performance 
and storytelling from 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and Laura Stack, 
founder and CEO of Johnny’s 
Ambassadors 2-3 p.m., in the 
CHCS Auditorium.

Phillips is a singer and song-
writer, actor, author, and activist. 

As an adoptee herself, much 
of her work is centered around 
the adoption world and is 
focused on improving under-
standing of the lifelong impact 
of adoption. She is a mother of 
three and is married to musician 
Richard Thompson, whom she 
tours with as harmony singer. 

Ph i l l ips  was  ra i sed  in 
Totteridge, North London, and 

was adopted as a baby. She 
found her birth mother at 24 and 
after a lifelong search, her birth 

father at 51. 
She was always 

singing and writ-
ing as  a  chi ld , 
which led to her 
becoming a har-
mony singer in the 
1980s, with acts 
like Bob Geldof, 
Matt Bianco, David 
Essex and Nick 
Kamen.

After  a  spel l 
of addiction, she 
became sober at 
age 22, and devot-
ed more of her time 
to her own music, 
writing and activ-
ism. Her 2006 CD 
“When The Rain 
Stops” and “You 
me and us” 2011 
were produced by 

Ted Perlman. 
Her new album “Mediation 

KitKats” is available on CD and 
all streaming platforms. Her 
2008 Film “Roots Unknown” 
w o n  B e s t  H o m e g r o w n 
Documentary at the NJ Garden 
State Film Festival. 

Her 2008 book, “Mother 
Me” describes the unfolding 
as an adoptee raises a fami-
ly of her own. Her song “I’m 
Legit”, co-written with Darryl 
McDaniel’s of DMC, has been 
a huge hit in the adoption world 
and beyond. 

“Beneath My Father’s Sky”, 
a one woman show that Phillips 
wrote and performed, was the 
winner of Best Direction at NYC 
United Solo festival in 2014, and 
was also performed in LA, San 
Francisco, Connecticut, and in 
London in 2016. Additionally, 
she has been presented with 
an “Angel in Adoption” award 

2015. 
She has facilitated workshops 

with adopted families and mental 
health professionals. 

Her  book “Somebody’s 
daughter”’ published by John 
Blake/Bonnier Publishers, was 
released February 2018 in the 
UK and August 2018 in the 
USA.  She has written and per-
formed a play with the same title 
in England and the US in 2022 
and a production of a film ver-
sion of the play will be released 
in early 2024

For 30 years, Stack was best 
known in the business world 
as “The Productivity Pro.” 
Her career as a keynote speak-
er, bestselling author of eight 
books, and corporate spokesper-
son came to a screeching halt 
on Nov. 20, 2019, when her 
19-year-old son, Johnny, died by 
suicide after becoming psychotic 
from dabbing high-THC mari-
juana concentrates. 

Stack responded by form-
ing the nonprofit, Johnny’s 
Ambassadors, to educate par-
ents, teens, and communities 
about the dangers of today’s 
high-THC marijuana on adoles-
cent brain development, psycho-
sis, and suicide. Her platform 
now brings prevention education 
to drug prevention conferences, 
community groups, and schools 
to stop youth marijuana use. 

Johnny’s story has been told 
in People Magazine, the New 
York Times, the Wall Street 
Journal, the Epoch Times, the 
Ingraham Angle, the Untold 
Story with Martha MacCallum, 
PBS, and Dr. Phil. Stack is 
the recipient of the Drug-Free 
America Foundation’s Moxie 
Award for protecting youth 
from substances, the Leadership 
in Advocacy Award from the 
National Speakers Association, 
and the American Association of 

Suicidology’s Loss Survivor of 
the Year Award. L

Stack is a powerful speaker 
who brings Johnny’s person-
al warning and solid research 
together in her book, “The 
Dangerous Truth About Today’s 
Marijuana: Johnny Stack’s Life 
and Death Story”. Described as a 
force of nature with unstoppable 
drive and unwavering purpose, 
Laura is determined to get teens 
to #StopDabbing.

Please come out to see all the 
great activities, workshops, and 
presenters and visit the Welcome 
Table. As a free communi-
ty program, you will receive a 
Umbrella of Wellness tote bag, 
free raffle tickets for BOAT give-
aways (last year there were over 
50), and a token worth $10 at 
one of the five food trucks. 

Fo r  more  i n fo rma t ion , 
please contact Kris Hoag, DFC 
Program Director by emailing 
khoag@belchertownps.org.

BOAT hosts third annual Umbrella of Wellness Fair

Z a r a  P h i l l i p s  i s 
one of the main 
s t a g e  s p e a k e r s 
for the third annu-
a l  U m b r e l l a  o f 
Wellness fair to be 
held on Saturday, 
May 4 at Chestnut 
H i l l  C o m m u n i t y 
School.

Submitted Photos
Laura Stack, founder and CEO 
of Johnny’s Ambassadors, 
holds a photo of her late son, 
Johnny.

BOSTON – The Walk for 
Hunger, Project Bread’s annu-
al fundraising event and the 
Commonwealth’s largest and 
oldest day of community action 
against hunger, is seeking walk-
ers for the celebration. 

The one-day event is set for 
Sunday, May 5 on the Boston 
Common, and will feature fam-

ily-friendly activities along the 
3-mile loop. 

In its 56th year, Project Bread 
invites you to help raise more 
than $1.3 million to support the 
leading statewide food security 
organization’s approach to per-
manently solve hunger, which 
includes working year-round 
across policy initiatives, pro-

grams, and hunger prevention 
measures to ensure food access 
for all children and families in 
Massachusetts.

Likeminded anti-hunger orga-
nizations can enroll in the non-
profit’s co-fundraising program, 
The Commonwealth, forming 
teams to raise money to support 
their own work, while also fur-

thering Project Bread’s statewide 
effort. 

To register for the event and 
create a personal or team fund-
raising page for the Walk for 
Hunger or to make a donation, 
visit projectbread.org/walk or 
email walk@projectbread.org.

Step out for Project Bread’s 56th Walk for Hunger set for May 5
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certi�ed Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HAYWARD DE POOL FILTER for 
above ground pool. Good condition, 
$350. 413-589-7877.

SANTEE HURRICANE 126 KAY-
AK, $800; Ariens Compact 22 Snow-
blower, $400. 413-583-5278.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY 
BALES, Worthington, MA.  Call  
(413)478-0178.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, �re department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

INSTRUCTION
WOMEN ONLY DEFENSIVE 

HANDGUN CLASSES
NOW ENROLLING.

For more information contact 
Joe Picariello at 978-697-6654

or wachusettfirearms
training@yahoo.com. 

Classes held in Brook�eld, Princeton 
and Oxford. Coed Ed classes offered. 
Contact for student testimonials.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning,
 and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residentiall

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, �ower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of 
the art equipment. We remove grime 
and mold from homes, patios, fences, 
walkways, all decks, concrete & drive-
ways . Senior Discounts. For free esti-
mates call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING 
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured 
& certi�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 
413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BRIMFIELD ANTIQUE MARKET. 
May 15-18, seeks food service help. 
This is a fast paced gig. Email contact 
information to emaysfoodservice@
gmail.com

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER for deliveries 
in Western Mass area. Quali�cations 
include: clean driving record; ability to 
lift heavy weights; stable job history; 
good communication skills; high work 
standards & strong self-organizational 
skills. Apply in person 8am-5pm M-F 
9am-12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey 
Walker Street (Rte 21) Belcher-
town

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTEDSERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            R  MasterCard        R VISA        R  Discover         R  Cash          R  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classi�eds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Notice of Public Hearing
Ware Zoning 

Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

V-2024-01
NOTICE i s  here-

by given that the Ware 
Zoning Board of Appeals, 
per the powers given 
under M.G.L Chapter 
40A, will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024 at 7:05 
PM on the application of 
Daniel and Amy Luksha, 
for a Variance (V-2024-
01). Applicant is request-
ing variance relief from 
the size requirements for 
proposed attached acces-
sory dwelling unit under 
Section 4.8.D.7, of the 
Zoning Bylaw, and pur-
suant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 
22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be con-

ducted in person and via 
remote means, in accor-
dance with applicable law. 
This means that members 
of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals as well as mem-
bers of the public may 
access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. 
In person attendance will 
be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that 
any or all members of the 
public body may attend 
remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of 
members of public. The 
meeting may be accessed 
remotely via zoom. Go 
to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  

2 Quarry Street, Ware, 
MA. Said premises being 
further described in deeds 
recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 14785, Page 260. 
Property is also identi-
fied as Assessor’s Parcel 
# 18-0-01. Zoned: Rural 
Residential (RR).

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
and on the Planning & 
Community Development 
Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone 
interested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated.  
WARE ZONING BOARD 

OF APPEALS
Lewis Iadarola, Chairman

05/02, 05/09/2024

Notice of Public Hearing
Ware Zoning 

Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

V-2024-02
NOTICE i s  here-

by given that the Ware 
Zoning Board of Appeals, 
per the powers given 
under M.G.L Chapter 
40A, will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024 at 7:15 
PM on the application of 
Erik Stuberovskis, for a 
Variance (V-2024-02). 
Applicant is requesting 
variance relief from the 
setback requirements for 
proposed accessory struc-
ture under Section 5.2.2, 
of the Zoning Bylaw, and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 
22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be con-
ducted in person and via 

remote means, in accor-
dance with applicable law. 
This means that members 
of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals as well as mem-
bers of the public may 
access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. 
In person attendance will 
be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that 
any or all members of the 
public body may attend 
remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of 
members of public. The 
meeting may be accessed 
remotely via zoom. Go 
to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone 
Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  
29 Horseshoe Circle, 

Ware, MA. Said premis-
es being further described 
in deeds recorded in 
the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds, Book 
7035, Page 060. Property 
is also identified as 
Assessor’s Parcel # 49-0-
31. Zoned: Beaver Lake 
Residential (BLR).

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
and on the Planning & 
Community Development 
Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone 
interested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated.  
WARE ZONING BOARD 

OF APPEALS
Lewis Iadarola, Chairman

05/02, 05/09/2024

Hardwick 
Planning Board

Notice of Public Hearing
Not ice  i s  he reby 

given that the Hardwick 
Planning  Board  per 
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw, 
Sections 3.2.1.d and 
4.0 will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, 
May 14, 2024 at 6:45PM
at the Municipal Office 
Building, 307 Main 
Street, Gilbertville, MA 
01301

This Hearing is regard-
ing the application for 
Special Permit by Laura 
Haney for the keeping of 
horses on a parcel of 5 
acres or more at 87 Off 
Ruggles Street in the vil-
lage of Wheelwright.  
All interested parties are 
asked to attend.   

In te res ted  par t i e s 
may also view this Legal 

Notice at http://masspub-
licnotices.org

Hardwick Planning 
Board

Jenna Garvey, Chair
04/25, 05/02/2024

public notices

SEE MORE PUBLIC 
NOTICES ON PAGE 15

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.



May 2, 2024, Ware River News, Page 15

public notices

Description: The Ware Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking a qualified and experi-
enced housing administrator for the position of Executive Director. The Authority’s 
portfolio includes 86 units of Ch. 667 Elderly/Handicapped, 23 units of Ch.705 Fam-
ily and 61 Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers.  The candidate should be familiar 
with both the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC) and 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) program requirements. 

Minimum Requirements: A minimum of 2 years’ experience in public or private 
housing management, community development, public administration, non-profit 
administration, or a related field that demonstrates strong management and or-
ganization skills. Knowledge of the principles, practices of state and federal public 
housing management programs, capital improvement planning, technology sys-
tems, maintenance, and finances desired. Strong organizational and personnel 
management skills desired. One year of experience overseeing at least three staff 
persons or as a significant project team leader or program administrator strongly 
preferred.  
Possess excellent written and verbal skills for an ability to communicate effectively 
with local officials, boards, residents, service providers and funding agencies. Ex-
perience working with the public, as well as individuals of various socio-economic 
backgrounds. Must be bondable. Certification as a Massachusetts Public Housing 
Administrator (MPHA) desired or obtained within one year.

Must be proficient in Word, Excel and Outlook. Familiarity with centralized public 
housing wait lists (CHAMP), housing software, HUD and EOHLC databases and re-
porting systems desired. Other preferred credentials include graduation from an 
accredited two to four-year college or university and a passion for the mission of 
affordable housing.

The maximum salary is $94,975 and is dependent upon experience, education, 
and certifications in accordance with EOHLC Executive Director Salary Schedule. 
The required work hours are 37 ½ hours per week and the position includes ex-
cellent benefits. The candidate will be subject to qualification verification prior to 
employment.

To apply in confidence please submit a cover letter and resume to Kenneth R. 
Martin, Consultant, at kenmartin1208@gmail.com with “Ware ED position” in 
the subject line.

The deadline is no later than the close of business on May 24, 2024. Late ap-
plications shall not be considered. More detailed information will be required of 
applicants that advance to the next level of consideration.

Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply.
The Ware Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WARE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Hardwick 
Planning Board

Notice of Public Hearing
Not ice  i s  he reby 

given that the Hardwick 
Planning  Board  per 
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw, 
Sections 3.2.4.u and 
4.0 will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, 
May 14, 2024 at 7:00PM
at the Municipal Office 
Building, 307 Main 
Street, Gilbertville, MA 
01301

T h i s  H e a r i n g  i s 
regarding the application 
for Special Permit by 
Amanda Shea to have a 
dog kennel for 15 dogs 
at 1163 Petersham Road. 
All interested parties are 
asked to attend.   

In te res ted  par t i es 
may also view this Legal 
Notice at http://masspub-
licnotices.org

Hardwick Planning 
Board

Jenna Garvey, Chair
04/25, 05/02/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court
15 Atwood Drive 

Northampton. MA 01060
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS21P0634EA

Estate of: 
Andrew E. Stallone 

Also known as: 
Andrew Eric Stallone

Date of Death: 
07/29/2021 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COM-
PLETE SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement  has 
been filed by Karen R. 
Andreacci of Mount Joy, 
PA and John Andreacci 
o f  Mount  Joy,  PA 
requesting that the court 

enter a formal Decree of 
Complete Sett lement 
including the allow-
ance of a final account, 
First, Second and Final 
Accounts of the Special 
Personal Representative 
and other such relief as 
may be requested in the 
Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right 
to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  05/23/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Diana S. Velez Harris,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 25, 2024

Mark S Ames
Register of Probate

05/02/2024

Ware Housing 
Authority, 

20 Valley View
Ware, MA 01082

ADVERTISEMENT
TO BID

Project Number
EOHLC# 316098

The WARE HOUSING 
A U T H O R I T Y,  t h e 
Awarding Author i ty, 
invites sealed bids for 
replacement of existing 
fire alarm control panel 
and heat detectors with 

addressable type at Valley 
View 667-1 & Valley 
View Annex 667-2. 

The estimated cost is 
$84,228

THIS PROJECT IS 
BEING ELECTRONI-
CALLY BID. Bid Forms 
and Contract Documents 
will  be available on 
Wednesday, April 24, 
2024 online at www.bid-
docsonline.com.

Bid Deadline is May 
10, 2024 at 1 p.m. 

A pre-bid walkthrough 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 2, 2024 at 11:00 AM. 

Meet  ou t s ide  the 
Community Building, 20 
Valley View,Ware, MA.
05/02/2024

Public Hearing Notice
Planning Board 

LEGAL NOTICE
N o t i c e  i s  h e r e -

by given pursuant to an 
Order of Remand from 
the Worcester Superior 
Court (Yarashus, J.), 
dated April 9, 2024, in 
Copart of Connecticut, 
Inc. v. Planning Board 
of the Town of Warren, 
Case No. 2185CV01353, 
that the Town of Warren 
Planning Board will hold 
a public remand hearing 
on Monday, May 13, 
2024, at 7:15 P.M. at 
the Shepard Municipal 
Building, 48 High Street, 
Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room on the Special 
Permit and Site Plan 
Approval Applications 
f i l ed  by  Copar t  o f 
Connecticut, Inc., 14185 
Dallas Parkway, Suite, 
300, Dallas, TX.   The 
Applications proposed an 
extension of the preexist-
ing nonconforming auto-
mobile junkyard/salvage 
yard use, which includes 
storage of junk/scrap 
vehicles and parts, within 
the various parcels shown 
on the plans submitted by 

Copart of Connecticut, 
Inc.  and located at 600 
Old West Warren Road, 
Warren, MA.  The land is 
shown on the Assessors’ 
Map 15-0-52,  15-0-
54, 15-0-47, 15-0-47.1, 
16-0-3, 16-0-4, and 16-0-
7.   The owner of said 
property is Copart of 
Connecticut, Inc. 

  The Planning Board 
previously voted to grant 
the Applications with 
Conditions of Approval.   
This Decision was filed 
with the Town Clerk on 
December 15,  2021. 
Pursuant to an agree-
ment between Copart of 
Connecticut, Inc., and 
the Town of Warren, and 
in accordance with the 
requirements of M.G.L. c. 
40A, § 17, the Planning 
Board has agreed to hold 
a further public hearing 
on the Applications for 
the purpose of issuing an 
Amended Decision.

  Said public hearing 
is being held in accor-
dance with the provi-
sions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 
40A, Section 17, and the 
requirements of the Town 
of Warren Zoning Bylaw. 
Copies of the Applications 

and related documents 
are on file in the Planning 
Board office and may be 
viewed during regular 
Planning Board business 
hours. Anyone interested 
in or wishing to be heard 
should appear at the time 
and place designated 
above. All interested par-
ties are invited to attend. 

The meet ing may 
be accessed remotely 
via Zoom, please go to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86927064530?pwd=R
jljV0V2NHJJeG5UWnY
4cittQlNlQT09

Meeting ID: 
869 2706 4530    

Passcode: 
784772    

Call in dial: 
1 (646) 558 8656

Warren Planning Board
05/02, 05/09/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Subscribe • Advertise • Support
413.967.3505 •  413.283.8393
www.turley.com

Keeping You Informed
News and current events
from around the community.

Supporting Schools and Sports
See whats going on in your local schools and
keep up with the sports in your town.

Connecting Community
Bringing local faces, places, resources and 
events into focus for a strong, connected 
community 

Protecting Local Journalism
A local watchdog for the public good, 
committed to factual reporting

MORE  
IMPORTANT
THAN  EVER

Your Local 

NEWSPAPER

The power to support
the future of local journalism 

and protect your right to 
independent news and 

information
is in your hands.

More information at
newspapers.turley.com/subscriptions

Where Local Journalism Lives

Support your
Community Newspaper 
ONE FULL
YEAR FOR $31
Get the paper delivered
to your home/business every week
for less than $3 a month.

Support the Reporters
and Columnists Who
Keep You Informed.
Become a Subscriber Today!

Ware River News

C4R, the Chicopee 4 Rivers water-
shed council, is launching into 2024 
bringing continuity to our caring four 
local rivers (Swift, Ware, Quaboag and 
Chicopee) with water quality monitor-
ing/bacteria for recreational health, fun 
paddles, and Blue Trail care efforts. 

C4R has posted a schedule of these 
on its website, c4rivers.org.

C4R is looking for a few committed 
sampling volunteers for sites in Warren, 
Ware and Belchertown. Sampling is 
done twice a month, early on Thursday 
mornings in June, July, August and 

S e p t e m b e r. 
Training and 
a l l  n e e d e d 
materials are 
provided. 

Interested 
in helping? 
E m a i l  c h i -
copeewater-
shed@gmail.com.

To help C4R continue with its effort, 
support and join them by visiting www.
c4rivers.org.

Connect with your local rivers with C4R

BOSTON – A Veterans Affairs Boston 
researcher was approved for $6 mil-
lion in funding by the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute to study a 
comprehensive, personalized intervention 
for patients who have experienced inti-
mate partner violence, commonly known 
as IPV.

The study is co-led by Dr. Katherine 
Iverson, clinical research psychologist at 
the Women’s Health Sciences Division 
of the National Center for PTSD and VA 
Boston Healthcare System, investigator 
at the Center for Healthcare Organization 
and Implementation Research, and asso-
ciate professor of psychiatry at Boston 
University Chobanian & Avedisian School 
of Medicine, and Dr. Melissa Dichter, a 
researcher at the VA Center for Health 
Equity Research and Promotion, and asso-
ciate professor in the College of Public 
Health at Temple University. 

It will test whether Recovering from 
IPV through Strengths and Empowerment 
– RISE – or brief advocacy counseling, 
which is the most common intervention, 
is better for improving self-efficacy and 
mental health symptoms, such as depres-
sion, among patients with past-year IPV at 
VA healthcare facilities.

RISE was developed for patients expe-
riencing IPV, to provide them with an 
individualized, motivational and flexible 
intervention that addresses safety plan-
ning, IPV health effects and warning 
signs, coping and self-care, social support, 
sexual violence over the lifespan, and con-
necting with resources and moving for-
ward.

“Early research on RISE suggests it’s 
effective at improving patients’ self-ef-
ficacy and depression symptoms,” said 
Dichter in a press release. “However, it’s 
not known how well RISE works com-
pared to what patients typically receive 
for IPV intervention in healthcare settings. 
That’s what we want to find out.”

The five-year study will randomly 
assign patients to either RISE or brief 
advocacy. Participants will answer ques-
tions about self-efficacy and depression 

symptoms before receiving treatment, 12 
weeks later, and every three months after 
that for one year. Researchers will com-
pare which intervention – RISE versus 
brief advocacy – worked better to increase 
self-efficacy and decrease depression 
symptoms. 

More information is available at 
https:/ /www.pcori .org/research-re-
sults/2024/rise-versus-advocacy-based-en-
hanced-care-usual-patients-experienc-
ing-intimate-partner-violence

“IPV is more common among mil-
itary Veterans, so there’s a particular 
need for more personalized, structured 
and comprehensive interventions among 
this group,” said Iverson. “What we learn 
from this study is likely to be helpful 
for improving health outcomes among 
Veterans, and among the general popula-
tion, as well.”

The study was selected by the Patient-
Centered Outcomes Research Institute, 
or PCORI, through a competitive review 
process in which patients, caregivers 
and other stakeholders join scientists to 
evaluate proposals. The award has been 
approved pending completion of a busi-
ness and programmatic review by PCORI 
staff and a formal award contract. 

“This project was selected for PCORI 
funding not only for its scientific merit 
and commitment to engaging patients and 
other healthcare stakeholders, but also 
for its conduct in real-world settings. It 
has the potential to answer an important 
question about IPV interventions and fill 
a crucial evidence gap,” said PCORI exec-
utive director Dr. Nakela Cook. “We look 
forward to following the study’s progress, 
and working with Dr. Iverson, Dr. Dichter 
and their team to share its results.”

PCORI is an independent, nonprofit 
organization authorized by Congress with 
a mission to fund patient-centered com-
parative clinical effectiveness research 
that provides patients, their caregivers and 
clinicians with the evidence-based infor-
mation they need to make better informed 
health and healthcare decisions.

$6 million intimate partner violence 
intervention study approved

SEE MORE PUBLIC 
NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

This Mother’s Day, MOM EATS FREE
Show Mom some extra love with a special meal at 
Farmer Matt’s. Moms eat free with the purchase of 
any full-price meal. Indulge in farm-fresh flavors and 
create unforgettable memories with the ones you 
love. Outdoor picnic tables will be ready and waiting, 
exclusively for Mother’s Day.

Offer for dine-in only. Coupons not accepted with this offer.

 mi

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MOTHER’S DAY SALE!!!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES!
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
PRESEASON BIKE SALE!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Terri�ed of the current housing market? 
NEVER FEAR I AM HERE 

to guide you through the process.
Spring is a great time to Buy or Sell a home.  

Call me if I can help you. I am a local Realtor 
with a local o�ce and show all my properties 

personally. If you would like a FREE 
Market Analysis contact me at 978-434-1990!

Support Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCAL

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 11-14 ...Boothbay Harbor Vacation .. $799
July 13 .........Cape Cod Canal & Lunch ...... $130
July 20 .........Perkins Cove, Ogunquit .......... $99
July 27 .........Block Island ............................. $110
Oct 5 ..........Turkey Train .........................$165

DAY TRIPS
OUR SPECIALTY
Call Now!
Availability Limited!

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Thursday, May 23 • Thursday, June 22
Thursday, July 25 • Thursday, August 22
Thursday, Sept. 19 • Thursday, October 31
4:30 PM - 8:00 PM at the farm.

Live music. Great beer. Delicious BBQ.

BBB all summer long
Mark your calendars

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market 
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my 

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299 
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

774-200-3523

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH,12-1:30
Situated in a prime location, this Cape style home 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths boasts a host of 
desirable features. The main level welcomes you 
with a spacious living area flooded with natural 
light, creating an inviting ambiance for gatherings 
with family and friends. The heart of the home 
lies in the stylish kitchen, equipped with modern 
appliances, ample storage space, and granite 
countertops. Adjacent to the kitchen, the dining area features a sliding glass door 
that opens onto the back deck, providing a seamless transition for indoor-outdoor 
entertaining and relaxation. The first floor also boasts a versatile bedroom, offering 
flexibility for use as a guest room, home office, or den, depending on your needs and 
preferences. Upstairs, you’ll find the  master suite, complete with a generously sized 
walk-in closet and a private ensuite bathroom. Convenience is key with a separate 
laundry room located on the second floor.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA® Premium 
Performance Synthetic 
Blend Motor Oil
5 qt.

$1659
/each

SAVE
UP TO

59%

$329
/each

1 qt.

10W30, 10W40, 5W20, 5W30

10W30, 10W40, 
20W50, 30W, 

5W20, 5W30, SAE 40W

Everything You Need to
Complete Your Project

✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
✓ Hardwood Flooring ✓ Carpeting
✓ Tile & Vinyl Flooring ✓ Window Treatments
✓ Interior/Exterior Stains ✓...and more

46 Years and Counting...

JohnsPaintStore.com • 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm




