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Education

BSCF donation supports
nature’s classroom

HARDWICK –  The 
Ha rdwick  E l emen ta ry 
Schoo l  PTO r ecen t l y 
received an $8,000 dona-
tion from the Barre Savings 
Charitable Foundation, 
to help cover the cost to 
send fifth grade students to 
nature’s classroom in the 
spring. 

Stephen Brewer, presi-
dent of the Barre Savings 
Charitable Foundation, said 
one of the best things the 
foundation does is help send 
children to programs like 
this.

“You’re in for a wonder-
ful time and a great learning 

experience too,” he said.
Brewer, who is a retired 

state senator and former 
state representative, said 
that while the youth are 
only 20% of the popula-
tion, they are “100% of our 
future.”

Brewer said to date, the 
Barre Savings Charitable 
Foundation has dispersed 
$750,000 in donations 
over the last seven years, 
including to the Hardwick 
Elementary School PTO.

The  Ba r r e  Sav ings 
Charitable Foundation was 
formed after the 147-year-
old Barre Savings Bank 

merged  wi th  F ide l i t y 
Cooperative Bank in 2016. 
A fund was created to honor 
the bank’s legacy of serving 
the community, which has 
now grown to $2.7 million. 

The purpose of the foun-
dation is to provide chari-
table support for the people 
in communities previously 
served by Barre Savings 
Bank.  The foundat ion 
focuses its giving on youth 
and senior programs, pro-
grams supporting educa-
tion and health and human 
services and other projects 
improving the quality of life 
for the region.

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

The Barre Savings Charitable Foundation donated $8,000 to the Hardwick 
Elementary School PTO to help pay for the fifth grade nature’s classroom 
trip this spring. Shown front row from left are teacher Pamela Dunigan, fifth 
grade students, teacher Mary Fleming and Hardwick PTO representative Tina 
Swindlehurst. Back row from left are Hardwick Elementary School Principal 
Emily Soltysik and Barre Savings Charitable Foundation President Stephen 
Brewer.

Holden Grange announces scholarship
RUTLAND – Holden 

Grange offer the W. Sumner 
and Howard L. Jordan 
Scholarship to a graduat-
ing high school senior or 
to a student in attendance 
at any recognized institu-
tion of learning beyond 
high school, who has not 
received this scholarship 
previously.  

Scholarships are offered 
for a degree-granting pro-
gram and a full-time or 
p a r t - t i m e  n o n - d eg r e e 
granting vocational educa-
tion program designed to 
prepare students for work 
in a trade or a specific 
field.  Scholarship awards 
range from $300 to $1,000, 
depending upon type of pro-
gram and enrollment status. 

An applicant who does 
not  belong to  Holden 
Grange must reside in 
Holden, Paxton, Princeton, 
Rutland or Sterling and be 
pursuing a course of study 
in agriculture/horticulture, 
veterinary science,\ or con-
servation/environment. A 
Holden Grange member in 
good standing for at least 
one year preceding the date 
of application is eligible to 
pursue any course of study. 

The scholarship recipi-
ents will be named in June 
and funds will be awarded 
to the applicant upon suc-
cessful completion of the 
first semester with at least a 
3.0 grade point average for 
a degree-granting program 
or evidence of successful 

completion for vocational 
courses.

An application in the 
form of a letter of intent, 
stating future educational 
goals and a description of 
three community activities 
or three Grange activities 
in which the applicant is 
involved, must be accom-
panied by a transcript and a 
letter of recommendation. 
All parts of the application 
must be emailed or post-
marked by May 1 to Holden 
Grange,  26 Glenwood 
Place, Rutland, MA 01543. 
For more information on 
this scholarship or the 
Grange in general, people 
my call 508-886-2341 or 
email holdengrange78@
gmail.com.

Public Notices
PUBLIC AUCTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF M.L.C. 225 
SEC.39A THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON March 29, 2025 AT A SALE 
TO SATISFY OUR GARAGE 
LIEN THEREON  FOR TOW-
ING & STORAGE CHARGES 
AND EXPENSES OF SALE 
AND NOTICE:  
2012 Ford Focus 
VIN 1FAHP3E23CL285540
2009 Dodge Journey 
VIN 3D4GH57V79T176875
2009 Scion xD  
VIN  JTKKU10449J048929
 2009 Saturn Outlook VIN 
5GZEV23D29J215953
2003 Toyota Highlander 
VIN JTEHF21A830129334
2006 Honda Pilot 
VIN 2HKYF18516H533557
2009 Honda Civic  
VIN 19XFA169X9E005035
1993 Toyota Corolla  
VIN 2T1AE09E2PC018052
1995 Toyota Corolla  
VIN 2T1AE04B9SC092977
2012 Dodge Charger  
VIN 2C3CDXBG5CH190239
2011 GMC Yukon XL  
VIN 1GKS2KE33BR163097
2008 Land Rover Range Rover 
Sport  
VIN SALSK254X8A149606
2008 Honda Civic 
VIN 2HGFA16578H310929
2006 Toyota Corolla 
VIN 2T1BR30E26C680431
2005 Honda Civic 
VIN 1HGEM22925L078868

The sale will be held at 
Early’s on Park Avenue

at 536 Park Ave., 
Worcester, MA  01603

03/13, 03/20, 03/27/2025

TOWN OF 
NEW BRAINTREE
PUBLIC HEARING

Upon the petitions of National 
Grid and Verizon New England, 
Inc., the Select Board of New 

Braintree has scheduled a public 
hearing on Monday, March 24, 
2025, at 7:10 p.m. at the New 
Braintree Town Hall, 20 Memo-
rial Drive, New Braintree, MA. 

Plan marked jointly for Na-
tional Grid and Verizon New 
England Inc. No. 31061985 dat-
ed November 27, 2024, for per-
mission to install 1 JO Pole on 
Moore Road beginning at a point 
approximately 869 feet west of 
the centerline of the intersection 
of Worcester Road. Installing 
P60-1 for customer service. New 
Braintree MA 

Also, for permission to lay and 
maintain underground laterals, 
cables, and wires in the above or 
intersecting public ways for the 
purpose of making connections 
with such poles and buildings as 
each of said petitioners may de-
sire for distributing purposes. 

The public is welcome to at-
tend. 

Questions regarding the above 
can be directed to the municipal 
contact: 

Rebecca Acerra 
Town of New Braintree 
Executive Secretary 
selectboard@newbraintree.org
508-867-2071 ext. 100 

03/06, 03/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Division
Docket No. 

WO25P0732EA 
Estate of: 

Edward T. Thompson 

Also Known As: 
Edward Thurlow Thompson 

Date of Death: 
January 27, 2025 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Christopher 
Edward Thompson of Barre, 
MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Christopher Edward Thomp-
son of Barre, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
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56 Common Street, Barre • 978-257-8389

FARBER & LINDLEY
Attorneys-At-Law

Personal Injury
Automobile Accident

Civil Litigation
Landlord / Tenant

www.farberandlindley.comm

1158 Main Street, Holden • 508 829-4434

For online information visit our website:

www.milesfuneralhome.com

COMMITMENT & RESPONSIBILITY

For over 125 years, Miles Funeral Home has been committed to 

providing the highest standards of funeral service with a comfortable 

and supportive environment to each family we serve. 

“It is our responsibility to listen closely to each family in order to assist 

everyone in experiencing their loss and participating in the design of 

the funeral. As each person becomes more involved, the opportunity 

to create a personalized service is enhanced, which results in a more 

meaningful and emotionally-supportive experience. All details with the 

funeral are attended to with diligence and sensitivity.”

ADVANCE PLANNING:

Pre-arrangement is the act of planning a funeral service prior to 

the time it is needed. Today, more people are recognizing that 

planning ahead provides peace of mind and demonstrates love and 

consideration for their family. Knowing that many decisions have 

already been made ensures that your family won’t have this 

emotional task at the most difficult time. With proper planning, 

a funeral can be a time to grieve, to share and to remember.

RichaRd Mansfield and Ricky Mansfield, diRectoRs

BARRE – Farber and Lindley LLC 

has opened a new location on Common 

Street and there you will find attorneys 

and partners ready to help and serve the 

community. 
Carl Lindley and his partner, Law-

rence Farber, began the business in 

2015 and on Jan. 1 of this year, moved 

to open a location on Common Street in 

Barre. 
“My favorite part about working 

with the firm is working with the other 

attorneys and support staff. We’ve got a 

very good team here that works to help 

solve our client’s problems,” Lindley 

said.
Lindley has a background in insur-

ance defense work and personal injury 

experience including auto accidents, 

dog bites and slips or falls. 

“I represent clients and I oversee 

the other attorneys in the firm and pro-

vide them with guidance on the cases, 

as well as running the day-to-day busi-

ness of the firm,” Lindley explained. 

The firm is open Monday through 

Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and there you 

can speak to a representative and find 

the help you need. 

You can find more information by 

visiting their website farberandlindley.

com and request a consultation, read re-

views and find an attorney to represent 

and help you according to what you 

need.
“It’s fun to advocate for your cli-

ent,” Lindley said. “I want the com-

munity to know that here in Barre we 

provide quality advice and counsel for 

businesses, personal injury victims and 

landlords. We are here to serve them in 

those capacities.” 

HOLDEN/STER-

LING - Miles Funeral 

Directors are full ser-

vice, locally-owned fu-

neral homes located in 

Holden and Sterling. We 

have been serving fami-

lies from the Wachusett, 

Quabbin, Worcester and 

all of Worcester County 

for over 125 years. At 

Miles we take great pride 

in what we do. Our pur-

pose is to:
- Help families make

well-planned prepara-

tions in their time of need

- Provide a peaceful

and soothing environ-

ment where people can 

gather to honor and cel-

ebrate the life of a loved 

one
- Preserve long-

standing traditions and 

customs
- Offer personalized

and affordable services 

and products; and
- Reach out to the

greater community.
Our first and foremost goal is cus-

tomer service to you and your family 

during your time of need. We 

believe that the success of 

any business requires dedica-

tion and professionalism. At 

Miles it also requires a great 

deal of kindness, compassion 

and attention to detail. You’ll 

find these qualities in each 

and every member of our car-

ing and supportive staff. Our 

reputation for honesty and in-

tegrity are imperative and our 

most valuable assets.
Our services include: 

traditional funerals, personal-

ized funerals, memorial and 

graveside services, various 

cremation options, celebra-

tions of life, advance plan-

ning and military honors for 

our U.S. veterans. Miles is 

owned and operated by Rich-

ard S. Mansfield and Ricky 

Mansfield. We are available 

day or night at 508-829-

4434, 800-983-4434 to an-

swer any questions you may 

have. Visit us at www.miles-

funeralhome.com or on Face 

book. Miles was recently 

honored as the “Best of Central Mass 

Funeral Home” by a poll conducted by 

the Worcester Telegram.

Carl Lindley

Farber and Lindley LLC

Richard S. Mansfield

owns and operates 
Miles Funeral

Directors.

Ricky Mansfield, 
director

Miles Funeral Directors
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of Cemetery Commission, 
said the commission spent 
$9,900 so far in expenses, 
but it would leave enough 
for Memorial Day cemetery 
cleanup and mowing. He said 
the commission may need to 
adjust the mowing schedule 
by reducing frequency and 
cut back the weed whacking 
of the gravestones depending 
on the quotes the commis-
sion receives for the mowing 
costs. 

Select Board Chair said 
the Historical Commission 
was willing to lower the 
amount of $1,500 requested. 
The commission purchased 
a computer with the FY 
2025 amount and hoped to 
purchase another sign with 
this year’s amount. She said 
the sign costs $1,000. The 
Select Board opted to leave 
the amount requested at 
this time. She also said the 
Historical Commission was 
looking for members. 

Next on the agenda was 
the Planning Board. Planning 
Board member Tom Hughes 
said their budget was level 
funded for the new fiscal 
year at $1,015. The amount 
included $515 wage and 
$500 expenses.

The Zoning Board of 
Appeals has a full compli-
ment of members. There 
FY 26 budget was $25 for 
expenses and $125 for dues 
for a total of $150.

The Tree Warden bud-
get was the final one on 
the agenda. Select Board 
member Michael Brunelle, 
also Tree Warden, present-
ed the Tree Warden bud-
get that included $375 sal-
ary, $20,000 expenses and 
$2,500 road details. He 
reduced the road detail from 
$4,000 last year to $2,500 
this year. The total budget 
was $22,875.

The Select Board Chair 
said the Building Inspector 
budget would be on the agen-
da for their next meeting. She 
said he also wants to discuss 
fees.

Select Board Member 
Brunelle said with all the 
cuts in grants from the fed-
eral government was the 
Quabbin Regional School 
District impacted by this 
and if so, were they hop-
ing the state would step up 
their funds to the towns. He 
said he hoped the “towns 
were not to back fill those 
grants.”

Under  o ld  bus iness , 
Select Board Vice Chair 
Haapakoski asked if the town 
accountant had given revenue 
projections. Administrative 
Assistant Maribel LaRange 
said the town accountant 
would have those numbers in 
another week. 

S e l e c t  B o a r d  C h a i r 
Tessnau said she would be 
meeting tomorrow with 
someone from the One Step 
Community Grant on what 
programs were available and 
what might be a choice for 
the town.

The board voted to go into 
executive session to discuss 
collective bargaining or liti-
gation.

OAKHAM SELECT 

BOARD˛ 
continued from page 1

NEW BRAINTREE 
– The New Braintree 
Library was fi l led 
wi th  chi ldren and 
adults, who enjoyed 
a Saturday afternoon 
of fun learning about 
owls. 

Ka thy  Kennedy 
from Massachusetts 
Audubon  b rough t 
wings, claws, photos, 
and skulls for every-
one to pass around. 

This program was 
supported by a grant 
from the Hardwick/
N e w  B r a i n t r e e 
Cultural Council. A 
local agency which is 
supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a 
State agency.

Library hosts owl program

Submitted photo

The highlight of the interactive owl presentation was the 
dissecting of an owl pellet to see what bones could be 
found beneath the layers. Timothy, Skylar and Vincenzo 
Gondola enjoyed finding hidden bones and matching 
them to a provided chart. 


