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Public Safety

BARRE GAZETTE - SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, 
HARDWICK, HUBBARDSTON,NEW BRAINTREE, 

NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM,
 PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

During the week of Jan. 13-20, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 36 build-
ing/property checks, 30 directed/area 
patrols, six radar assignments, five traf-
fic controls, 13 emergency 911 calls, 
five citizen assists, two assist other 
agencies, one safety hazard, four motor 
vehicle accidents, one larceny/theft/
shoplifting, one motor vehicle investi-
gation, one fraud, one harassment, two 
animal calls and three motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Jan. 13
9:04 a.m. 911 Disturbance, Lower 

Road, Transported to Hospital
12:23 p.m. Assist Citizen, High 

Street, Spoken To
10:30 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Mechanic Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, Jan. 14
10:19 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Lower Road, Transported to Hospital
11:52 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Bridge Street, Officer Handled
2:21 p.m. 911 Utility Issues, Mill 

Street, Services Rendered

2:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre 
Road, Citation Issued

2:43 p.m. Assist Citizen, Petersham 
Road, Dispatch Handled

4:29 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Prospect Street, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 15
10:36 a.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Officer Handled
11:01 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Patrill Hollow Road, Services Rendered
2:38 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Main Street, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Jan. 16
8:25 a.m. 911 Motor Vehic le 

Accident, Barre Road, Report Taken
11:17 a.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting, 

Church Lane, Officer Handled
3:58 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Gaudet Road, Transported to Hospital
5:36 p.m. 911 Motor Vehic le 

Accident, Lower Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6:28 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown 
Location, Officer Handled

Friday, Jan. 17
11:26 a.m. Assist Citizen, Muddy 

Brook Road, Services Rendered
11 : 0 2  p . m .  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 

Investigation, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Saturday, Jan. 18
11:41 a.m. Fraud, Main Street, 

Report Taken
1:02 p.m. Complaint, Summer Place, 

Officer Handled

Sunday, Jan. 19
6:18 a.m. Safety Hazard, Townwide, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency
12:01 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Collins Road, Transported to Hospital
2:13 p.m. 911 Disabled Motor 

Vehicle, Highland Terrace, Spoken To
6:11 p.m. 911 Motor Vehic le 

Accident, Barre Road, Transported to 
Hospital

7:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 
Barre Road, Officer Handled

8:04 p.m. Medical Emergency, 
Petersham Road, Transported to 
Hospital

9:08 p.m. Harassment, Greenwich 
Road, Officer Handled

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of Jan. 13-20, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to nine build-
ing/property checks, 11 directed/area 
patrols, six radar assignments, one traf-
fic control, five emergency 911 calls, 
one assist other agency, five citizen 
assists, two motor vehicle accidents, 
one threat, two safety hazards, two 
scams and six animal calls in the town 
of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Jan. 14
9:42 a.m. 911 Suspicious Activity, 

Barre Cut Off Road, Officer Handled
4:23 p.m. Safety Hazard, West 

Brookfield Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 15
7:27  a .m.  911  An ima l  Ca l l , 

Gilbertville Road, Officer Handled
10:21 a.m. 911 Threat, Moore Road, 

Officer Handled
10:51 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Barre Road, Spoken To
11:20 a.m. Assist Citizen, Barre 

Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, Jan. 16
9:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Barre Road, Vehicle Towed
9:55 a.m. Scam, Barre Cut Off 

Road, Spoken To

Friday, Jan. 17
7:44 a.m. Assist Citizen, Police 

Department, Officer Handled
7:58 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Ware 

Road, Spoken To
2:40 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled

Saturday, Jan. 18
12:29 a.m. Welfare Check, Route 

32, Citation Issued
9:19 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled
9:50 p.m. Safety Hazard, Townwide, 

Dispatch Handled

Sunday, Jan. 19
9:59 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled
1:39 p.m. Scam, Memorial Drive, 

Spoken To

Monday, Jan. 20
5:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Oakham Road, Vehicle Towed

New Braintree Police Log
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Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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FULL TIME POLICE OFFICER
The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position 
of full time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be academy trained 

and must be willing to work weekends, nights and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency 
calls for Police, Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants 

currently possess valid certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must  
have strong interpersonal, verbal, and written communication skills. 

Preferences include an associate degree or higher in criminal justice, 
serve in the US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a 
candidate with prior experience may also be considered to start 

at a higher step rate of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than 
Thursday, January 30th, 2025, to the attention of Lt. Kyle Whitcomb, 
WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or Whitcomb@warren-ma.gov. 

The Town of Warren is an EOE.
 

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
UNDER 

M.G.L.c.183A:6
By virtue of Judgment 

and Order of the East 
B r o o k f i e l d  D i s t r i c t 
C o u r t  ( D o c ke t  N o . 
2469CV000100) ,  i n 
favor of TRUSTEES OF 
THE COUNTRYSIDE 
E S T A T E S 
C O N D O M I N I U M 
T R U S T  a g a i n s t 
KATHRYN L. LEMIEUX 
establishing a lien pursu-
ant to M.G.L.c.183A:6 
on the real estate known 
as UNIT #27-1, 176 
MAPLE AVENUE of 
the  COUNTRYSIDE 
E S T A T E S 
CONDOMINIUM for 
the purposes of sat-
isfying such lien, the 
real estate is sched-
uled for Public Auction 
a t  11 :00  O’CLOCK 
AM ON THE 10TH 
DAY OF FEBRUARY, 
A.D. 2025, AT UNIT 
2 7 - 1 ,  1 7 6  M A P L E 
AVENUE, RUTLAND, 
M A S S AC H U S E T T S .  
The premises to be sold 
are more particularly 
described as follows:

Unit 27-1 (the “Unit”) 
in  the condominium 
known as the Countryside 
Estates Condominium 
(the “Condominium”), 
R u t l a n d ,  Wo r c e s t e r 
County, Massachusetts, a 
Condominium established 
pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 
183A by Master Deed 
da t ed  November  8 , 
1985 and recorded on 
November 13, 1985, with 
the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds (the 
“Registry”), at Book 
9055, Page 1, (“The 

Master Deed”).
The post office address 

of the Unit is:  176 Maple 
Avenue ,  Uni t  27-1 , 
Rutland, MA 01543. 

Unit 27-1, also referred 
to as Unit 27 of Building 
1 of said Condominium, 
in said Rutland, is being 
conveyed together with 
the 0.60% undivided 
percent interest apper-
taining to the said Unit 
in the Common Areas 
and Facilities of the 
said Condominium, and 
together with the rights 
and easements appurte-
nant to the said Unit as set 
forth in the said Master 
Deed. 

Said Unit is also con-
veyed subject to and 
with the benefit of: (a) 
rights, easements, and 
res t r ic t ions  re fer red 
to in the provisions of 
Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 183A; 
(b) said Master Deed, 
the Declaration of Trust 
o f  The  Count rys ide 
Estates Condominium 
Trust dated November 8, 
1985, recorded with said 
Registry in Book 9055, 
Page 40, the By-Laws set 
forth in said Declaration 
of Trust and any rules 
and regulations promul-
gated thereunder; and (c) 
the obligations thereun-
der to pay the proportion-
ate share attributable to 
said Unit of the common 
expenses, all of which the 
Grantee by acceptance 
hereof agrees to perform 
and assume and pay.  

Said Unit is intend-
ed only for residen-
tial use and for no other 
purpose except as may 
be expressly permit-
ted by the Trustee of the 
Condominium in accor-
dance with the provisions 

of the Master Deed and 
the Declaration of Trust.  

For Grantor’s title see 
deed to KATHRYN L. 
LEMIEUX dated May 
25, 2022 and recorded 
with the Worcester South 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 67680, Page 265.

In the event of a typo-
graphical error or omis-
sion contained in this pub-
lication, the description of 
the premises contained in 
said Unit Deed shall con-
trol.

TERMS OF SALE: 	
1.  A non-refundable 
deposit payable in cash, 
certified or bank check 
in the amount of Five 
Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars for the unit shall 
be payable at the Auction.

2. The balance of the 
purchase price is to be 
paid within thirty (30) 
days of the auction.

3. An Auctioneer’s 
Release Deed will be 
issued to the purchas-
er, upon payment of the 
balance of the purchase 
price, within thirty (30) 
days of auction.  The 
Deed shall convey the 
premises subject to, and 
with the benefit of, all 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, outstand-
ing tax titles, municipal or 
other public taxes, assess-
ments, liens, or claims in 
the nature of liens, and 
existing encumbrances of 
record senior to the lien, 
whether or not reference 
to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, 
outstanding tax titles, 
municipal or other public 
taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of 
liens or encumbrances is 
made in the deed.

4. Additionally, and not 
by way of limitation, the 

sale shall be subject to and 
with the benefit of any 
and all tenants, tenancies, 
and occupants, if any.

5. No representation is 
or shall be made as to any 
amount of taxes due and 
outstanding.

6. The successful bid-
der shall pay the future 
condominium common 
charges commencing with 
the date of the auction.

7. No representation is 
or shall be made as to any 
other mortgages, liens, or 
encumbrances of record.

8. No representation is 
or shall be made as to the 
condition of the Premises 
or the Condominium.  The 
Premises shall be sold “as 
is”.

9. Other items, if any, 
shall be announced at the 
sale.

10. The sale is subject 
to and in accordance with 
the Judgment and Order, 
a copy of which may be 
obtained from the seller’s 
counsel, Attorney William 
F. Thompson, Marcus, 
Errico, Emmer & Brooks, 
PC, 45 Braintree Hill 
Office Park, Suite 107, 
Braintree, MA 02184, 
(781) 843-5000.

THE COUNTRYSIDE 
E S T A T E S 
C O N D O M I N I U M 
TRUST,

For the Trustees,
By its Attorneys

MARCUS, ERRICO, 
EMMER 

& BROOKS, PC
William F Thompson, 

Esq.
BBO#664790

45 Braintree Hill Office 
Park, Suite 107

Braintree, MA 02184
(781) 843-5000

01/09, 01/16, 01/23/2025

Public Notices

Career readiness and job search counseling 
Training information and potential funding
opportunities
Job search and computer workshops provided
virtually and on-site
Resume development guidance and critique
Job development and matching for qualified
individuals
Resource Center with fully equipped
computerized workstations,  Internet access,
career information, up-to-date job listings,
and assistive technology for individuals living
with disabilities.
Most services available in English or Spanish

FREE JOB SEEKER SERVICES

Call us at 413-532-4900 to schedule a career center seminar!

masshireholyoke.org

Career
Education

The board approved Reilly’s 
appointment as library director. 

Override discussion
Petraitis said with the start of 

budget season, there have been a lot 
of questions about the budget, with 
many people asking for an override.

He said they were originally 
going to have an open discussion at 
the school, led by the moderator, to 
allow residents to share views on the 
need for an override vote, but they 
probably won’t do that now. 

The suggested override amount 
would be $2.4 million, spread over 
three years, to fund the school. The 
average homeowner would expect 
to pay an additional $400 in taxes 
during those three years. 

Petraitis said the average individ-
ual income for residents is $32,378, 
and the average median household 
income is $81,010. The town’s 
unemployment rate is 4.2%, which 
is higher than the state average. 

The town’s population over the 
age of 60 is 30%, he said.

He said the town’s revenue is 
generated through various taxes, 
such as excise and property, along 
with money collected through the 
water and sewer enterprise funds. 
He said 25% of sewer users can’t 
pay their bills. 

“We have, I believe, over 60% of 
people on fixed incomes in town,” 
Petraitis said.

Petraitis said there are many 
people that work for the town who 
are underpaid, including clerks and 
administrators.

“We are a $20 million business 
and those clerks and those admins…
are underpaid compared to every-
body else,” he said. 

He said taxes have increased 
by about $800 each year, and now 
residents will be facing an increase 
in sewer costs due to a mandated 
upgrade to the wastewater treatment 
system that the town “really can’t 
afford.”

The upgrade will cost about $23 
million to complete.

Petraitis said an override can 
only be initiated by the Board of 
Selectmen, and cannot be brought 
forward by citizen’s petition. 

“Our people can’t afford it,” he 
said. “As the chairman of the board, 
I won’t be entertaining any discus-
sion on an override.”

Petraitis said he would recom-
mend to the School Committee 
that they consider sending grades 
seven through 12 out of district due 
to the cost of salaries at the high 
school. He said there are just under 
400 students in grades pre-K-12, 
and attempts to regionalize with the 
Quaboag Regional School District 
have ended. 

Clerk Vaughn Schlegel said in 
speaking with residents, most agree 
that they cannot afford an override 
due to the already increased taxes.

“I don’t know that people can 
really afford anything more at this 
point,” he said.

Petraitis urged residents to 
contact their state legislators and 
the governor and “tell them to fix 
things.”

“The state had billions of dol-
lars in surplus last August,” Petraitis 

said. “They can 
alleviate a lot of 
the strain depen-
dent on what 
they do…with 
several billion 
dollars they can 
help out a lot of 
towns.”

Recycling 
Center staffing

B o a r d  o f 
Heal th  Chai r 
E than  Melad 
s u b m i t t e d  a 
p r o p o s a l  t o 
the  board  to 
c o m b i n e  t h e 
Transfer Station 
Manager posi-
tion with the 
Board of Health 
Clerk position. 

He said there 
hasn’t been any 
issues with peo-
ple working in 
these positions 

as they currently stand, but due to 
turnover with Recycling Center 
monitors, he thinks combining the 
positions will create a more appeal-
ing job for candidates.

“Potentially be a full-time, bene-
fited job…and streamline the opera-
tions in the department,” he said. 

Melad said he has not discussed 
his proposal with the Financial 
Committee or the town’s financial 
team yet. 

Petraitis said he is not opposed 
to this change, and based on what 
Melad said, he could see where it 
could be warranted. He asked Melad 
if there is room in the department’s 
budget to fund this change.

Melad said currently, the salaries 
for the two positions total just under 
$40,000 and this change would 
require an additional $49,260 in 
the department’s budget. The total 
annual cost for the combined posi-
tion would be $82,150.

Petraitis said he would like an 
additional two weeks to consider 
this change, and consult with the 
financial team.

“We really need to reflect on it a 
little bit more,” he said. 

Financial items
T h e  b o a r d  a p p r ove d  t h e 

Treasurer’s request to spend $1,688 
to purchase pre-stamped window 
envelopes and send payments. 

The board also approved the 
transfer of $967.25 from the 
Reserve Fund to reimburse Sheila 
Buzzell for the cost of postage 
stamps she purchased on behalf 
of the town. This transfer was 
also approved by the Finance 
Committee.

Petraitis said Buzzell had to pur-
chase the postage stamps after the 
town’s postage machine broke, and 
the machine’s service company sent 
the wrong ink to use in it. 

Appointment
H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t 

Superintendent Jason Morgan pre-
sented employee John Mitchell Sr. 
to be promoted to the position of 
foreman by the board. Mitchell was 
hired full-time to the department at 
the beginning of this past December. 

The board also appointed Pete 
Orsi as a full-time member of 
the Fire/Highway Renovation 
Committee.

Schlegel was appointed to rep-
resent the Board of Selectmen 
on Central Massachusetts EMS 
Corporation.

Resignations
The board accepted the resigna-

tions of Eric Hevy, chair of the Fire/
Highway Renovation Committee; 
and Paul Benoit, committee mem-
ber.
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