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LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS FOR
THE REVALUATION 
UPDATE OF REAL 
AND PERSONAL 

PROPERTY 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2026 WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF OAKHAM, 
MA

The Town of Oakham 
is seeking proposals for 
the FY26 revaluation 
update required by the 
Dept of Revenue. Sealed 
proposals will be received 
by the Oakham Board 
of Assessors by 6PM on 
February 3, 2025.

Bid Specs can be 
found online @ www.
oakham-ma.gov 
12/05/2024

BARRE 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning 

Board will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, 
December 17, 2024 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Henry 
Wo o d s  M u n i c i p a l 
Building, 40 West Street,  
3rd Floor, requested by 
American Tower, and LD 
Acquisition Company, 
LLC/Bre i tenwischer, 
James K. & Kelly L., 
holder of option, for a 
special Permit/Eligible 
Facilities Request for the 
modification of an exist-
ing wireless communica-

tion facility by collocating 
Verizon Wireless’ wireless 
facility which includes 
an emergency back-
up power generator on 
a proposed concrete pad 
within a vinyl fence with 
noise reduction equip-
ment, the same design 
as previously approved 
at property located at 
937 Hubbardston Road, 
Assessors Map F, Lot 
79 and recorded with 
the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds Book 
68695, Page 39.  

Anyone wishing to 
comment on this matter 
should attend the hearing 
or submit comments in 
writing prior to the hear-
ing to the Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley
 Chairman
12/05, 12/12/2024

BARRE 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
The Barre Planning 

Board will hold pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, 
December 17, 2024 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Henry 
Wo o d s  M u n i c i p a l 
B u i l d i n g ,  4 0  We s t 
Street, Boards’ Office, 
3rd Floor, requested by 
499 Vernon Properties, 
LLC assignee Sally Ann 
Kingsbury Revocable 
Trust for a special permit 
for an audio and video 
recording studio for prop-

erty located at 499 Vernon 
Avenue, Assessors Map 
H, Lot 52 and record-
ed with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds 
Book 67145, Page 251 
and 252. 

All persons who wish 
to comment on this matter 
should attend the hearing,

or submit comments in 
writing prior to the hear-
ing to the Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley
 Chairman
12/05, 12/12/2024

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 
William C. Dupell, III, 
Tanya M. Gryszowka-
Dupel l  to  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for CitiBank, N.A., dated 
October 16, 2015 and 
recorded in the Worcester 
C o u n t y  ( Wo r c e s t e r 
District)  Registry of 
Deeds in Book 54453, 
Page 120, as modified 
by a certain modification 
agreement dated May 24, 
2022, and recorded with 
said Worcester County 
(Worces te r  Dis t r ic t ) 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 67776, Page 234, 
of which mortgage the 

undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assign-
ment from: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nomi-
nee for CitiBank, N.A. 
its successors and assigns 
to CitiMortgage, Inc., 
recorded on May 9, 2016, 
in Book No. 55296, at 
Page 345 CitiMortgage, 
I n c .  t o  M o r t g a g e 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., record-
ed on July 25, 2017, in 
Book No. 57470, at Page 
376 Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
to NewRez LLC d/b/a 
Shel lpoint  Mortgage 
Servicing, recorded on 
May 4, 2020, in Book 
No. 62326, at Page 290 
for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 
2:00 PM on December 
17, 2024, on the mort-
gaged premises located at 
1476 Patrill Hollow Road, 
Hardwick, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premis-
es described in said mort-
gage, 

TO WIT: A certain 
parcel of land situated on 
the northwesterly side of 
Patrill Hollow Road, in 
Hardwick, Massachusetts 
and being the lot con-
taining 4 acres shown 
on a plan entitled “Plan 

of Land in Hardwick, 
Massachusetts, Surveyed 
for Karl D. and Brenda 
L. Germain” dated March 
13, 1995, by Daniel A. 
Para, Land Surveyor, 
Inc., and being recorded 
in the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Plan 
Book 692, Page 24, to 
which plan reference is 
made for a more particular 
description. 

The Grantee takes the 
parcel conveyed here-
under with notice and 
acknowledgement that 
the parcel conveyed is 
adjacent to the Hardwick 
Landfill which is owned 
by Hardwick Landfill, Inc. 
and although not being 
operated as a landfill on 
the date of conveyance, 
the Grantor or a succes-
sor in interest may seek 
permits and, if granted, 
operate the Landfill in 
the future. As a part of 
the consideration for this 
conveyance the Grantees 
have agreed not to object 
to the reopening of the 
Landfill in the future. This 
provision shall survive the 
delivery of the deed. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) 
title see deed recorded 
with Worcester County 
(Worces te r  Dis t r ic t ) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
54452, Page 210. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the ben-

efit of all rights, rights of 
way, restrictions, ease-
ments, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any 
and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and 
sewer liens and any other 
municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encum-
brances of record which 
are in force and are appli-
cable, having priority over 
said mortgage, whether 
or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in 
the deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Ten Thousand 
($10,000.00) Dollars by 
certified or bank check 
will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at 
the time and place of sale. 
The balance is to be paid 
by certified or bank check 
at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. 
Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of 
sale. Deed will be provid-
ed to purchaser for record-
ing upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The 
description of the premis-
es contained in said mort-
gage shall control in the 
event of an error in this 

publication. 
Other terms, if any, 

to be announced at the 
sale.

NEWREZ LLC 
D/B/A SHELLPOINT 

MORTGAGE 
SERVICING 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW 

OFFICES, P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 

26043
11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2024

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN PURSUANT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF 
M.L.C. 225 SEC.39A 
T H E  F O L L OW I N G 
VEHICLES WILL BE 
SOLD ON December 
7, 2024  AT A SALE 
TO  S AT I S F Y  O U R 
G A R A G E  L I E N 
THEREON 
F O R  T O W I N G  & 
STORAGE CHARGES 
AND EXPENSES OF 
SALE AND NOTICE: 

2005 Acura RSX 
VIN: 
JH4DC54805S001701

1973 Harley Davidson 
VIN: 5A44349H3

2015 BMW 4 Series
VIN: 
WBA3T1C54FP821004

2010 Jeep Compass 
VIN: 
1J4NT4FB1AD595488

2018 Acura TLX 
VIN: 
19UUB1F32JA003496

2006 Infiniti G35  
VIN: 
JNKCV51F66M600679

2014 Toyota Camry 
4T4BF1FK3ER355803

2004 Pontiac Vibe  
VIN: 5Y2SL62804Z434703

2008 BMW 7 Series 
VIN: 
WBAHN83508DT86558

2010 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 
4T1BF3EK0AU570153

2012 Acura TSX 
VIN: 
JH4CU2F45CC003095

THE SALE WILL BE 
HELD AT 

EARLY’S ON PARK 
AVE.

536 PARK AVE.
WORCESTER, MA 

01603
11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2024

Public Notices

Each week you’ll receive
TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

Don’t miss a week 
of your hometown 

news source!

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper
enjoy town news, local stories and

articles of interest generated in Barre, 
Oakham, Hubbardston and 

the surrounding communities.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

CALL NOW

413.283.8393
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite aTuesday snowstorm, Oakhamselectmen still held their meeting.Republican candidate for stateSenate, Mike Valanzola, intro-duced himself to the two select-men present, Eliot Starbard andMatthew Broderick. James Erhardof Sturbridge is also a running as aRepublican for the senate seat.Valanzola said he hoped to visit theselectmen in all 28 towns in theSenate district. He stated that heserved two terms on the WalesBoard of Selectmen and is currentlychairman of the Tantasqua RegionalSchool Committee, a committee of18 members that serves five towns. He explained to the selectmenthat his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-nity. Of all the candidates for thesenate seat, he is the only one thatwas a selectmen. He stated thatlocal aid and Chapter 70 moneywere a priority. He said that nowthey were the first areas cut, notthe first funded. He mentionedthat the legislature is more inter-ested in funding new programs,but that new programs take moneyaway from existing programs. 
He also said that theDepartment of Elementary andSecondary Education (DESE) wasa far too powerful bureaucracy.DESE adopted common core statestandards initiative without a voteof the legislature or input fromschool districts. SelectmanStarbard said that he did not agreewith the income based net schoolspending formula that determineshow much a town must spend oneducation. Starbard said the townhas no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-lematic ice dams? If you haveicicles hanging or ice damissues, it is a sure sign you arewasting money to melt thesnow on your roof by heat loss.The payback for insulation isfairly short, considering thehigh cost of energy. It has beenbelow freezing for quite a whileresulting in very little meltingfrom the suns warmth. Comparethe snow on the roof of yourheated house to an unheatedgarage, this will tell you howenergy efficient your house is oris not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 
The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that isintended to support regionalizationand other cost-saving initiatives thatwill change the way local govern-ments do business to maintain servicedelivery and stretch every taxpayerdollar as far as possible, the towns ofPalmer, Monson, Brimfield, Hollandand Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-jects slated to receive funding fromthe $4 million Community InnovationChallenge (CIC) grant program. 
“The CIC program is a majorcomponent of the PatrickAdministration's commitment to pro-vide cities and towns with the tools toeffectively manage resources and pro-vide services to their residents,” saidSecretary of Administration andFinance Glen Shor. “This programprovides an opportunity for neigh-boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barrewill hold a rabies and microchipclinic on Saturday, March 29 from9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPWBuilding, 441 Wheelwright Road.Second Chance Animal Shelter willbe providing rabies vaccines for dogsand cats for only $12. Microchippingwill also be available for $20 includ-ing registration. Dogs must be onleash and cats must be in carriers. If apet is eligible for a three year vaccine,people bring prior vaccine paperworkwith them. Vaccines will be providedby the licensed veterinarians ofSecond Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receivingformal approval for funding of theproject from the MassachusettsSchool Building Authority(MSBA), a new roof will be placedover the heads of staff and studentsat Pathfinder Regional VocationalTechnical High School in Palmerby the end of the year.
MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project costor $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, withthe remaining $1,269,839 borne byPathfinder’s member towns, basedon enrollment.
Pathfinder’s member towns

include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’sAccelerated Repair Program, thedistrict has 90 days to acquire andcertify local approval for an appro-priation and all other necessarylocal votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,scope and timeline for the pro-posed project,” wrote JohnMcCarthy, executive director ofthe MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-trict. “Upon receipt of the certifiedvotes demonstrating localapproval, the MSBA and the dis-trict will execute a project fundingagreement which will set forth theterms and conditions pursuant towhich the district will receive itsgrant from the MSBA.”
Within days of the receipt ofthe letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8
See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every activegroup or organization in town,there are a number of key volun-teers behind it, from church groupslike the United Church of Wareand the First Church of Monson tocivic organizations like the PalmerLions Club and the BelchertownFair Committee, said QuaboagHills Chamber of Commerce(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.These are the people that – for themost part – stay in the backgroundwhen the media shows up at anevent but are a vital part of bring-ing community activities to life.
And it is recognition of thatfact that the QHCC is seekingnominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from theChamber towns of Belchertown,Brimfield, Brookfield, EastBrookfield, Hardwick, Holland,Monson, New Braintree, NorthBrookfield, Palmer, Spencer,Wales, Ware, Warren and WestBrookfield.
Last year ’s winner wasBobbie McAvoy of Ware, for herwork in holding collections fortroops overseas. At the time, shesaid that she was thrilled to benominated, but didn’t believe shewas as deserving of the award asothers in the community.

And that is just the qualitythat Weake said the committee thatjudges Citizen of the Year nomina-tions is looking for.
“These people are the onesthat don’t do it for the recognitionbut without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces hercandidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, aRepublican, announced her candi-dacy for the 2nd Franklin DistrictState Representative seat. Shedeclared, “For too long the needs of
our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district'sneeds. I will tirelessly work to pro-tect our children. I will work to cre-ate an economic environment thatwelcomes job creation in our dis-trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing pricesof the necessities, food, clothingand shelter, on the one hand andmore and more taxes on the other.When I am the Representative forthe people of this district I willwork to reduce our taxes to theminimum level essential for goodgovernment. I will fight to protectour elderly and those on fixedincomes from the spiraling costs offood, medicine and housing.” 
“There are many non-govern-ment agencies that do wonderfulwork meeting the needs of the peo-ple of our communities and helppeople in ways that are both moreeffective and more efficient thansimilar government programs. As astate Representative I will work tohave our state government encour-age these NGO's and I will work toeliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinderthem.”
“We have a serious problem:too often the people in office nowhave been only interested in play-ing political games for their ownbenefit instead of standing up forthe people they are supposed to rep-resent,” Anderson charged. “I won'tbe just one of the good old boys onBeacon Hill. I know that state gov-ernment can be made to work betterand I will work to see that it does.” Anderson, her husband, Robertand their five sons and a daughterlive in Orange. She is the fourthgeneration of her family to live inOrange and has deep affection forthe area and its people.

The Anderson family is activein a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser
Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The QuabbinRegional School District (QRSD)School Committee will meet onThursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at theQuabbin Regional School DistrictEducational Support Center, 872South St. At the conclusion of schoolcommittee business, a public budgethearing on the Quabbin RegionalSchool District FY15 budget will beheld. The public is invited to attend.A copy of the FY2015 budget willbe available for review at the CentralOffice, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - ThePetersham Annual Town Electionwill be held on March 3. TheBoard of Selectmen seat currentlyheld by Tim Clark, who has sub-mitted his resignation as of March3, will have a contest. Nancy Allenof 17 Common Street has takenout papers to fill the term. DanaKennan of 404 North Main Streethas notified the Town Clerk, DianaCooley, of his intention to run as awrite-in for the position.  
The Board of Assessors willalso have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Andersonof 20 Dana Road has taken outpapers to challenge for the seat.
Other positions on the bal-lot, which are all three year termsand signed by the incumbents areModerator – Bart Wendell, Boardof Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Boardof Health – Kaye Cousens,Petersham School Committee –Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –John Lawson and Planning Board– Fraser Sinclair. The position ofTrustees of Public Library, current-ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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PETERSHAM - ThePetersham Annual Town Electionwill be held on March 3. TheBoard of Selectmen seat currentlyheld by Tim Clark, who has sub-mitted his resignation as of March3, will have a contest. Nancy Allenof 17 Common Street has takenout papers to fill the term. DanaKennan of 404 North Main Streethas notified the Town Clerk, DianaCooley, of his intention to run as awrite-in for the position.  
The Board of Assessors willalso have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Andersonof 20 Dana Road has taken outpapers to challenge for the seat.
Other positions on the bal-lot, which are all three year termsand signed by the incumbents areModerator – Bart Wendell, Boardof Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Boardof Health – Kaye Cousens,Petersham School Committee –Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –John Lawson and Planning Board– Fraser Sinclair. The position ofTrustees of Public Library, current-ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite aTuesday snowstorm, Oakhamselectmen still held their meeting.Republican candidate for stateSenate, Mike Valanzola, intro-duced himself to the two select-men present, Eliot Starbard andMatthew Broderick. James Erhardof Sturbridge is also a running as aRepublican for the senate seat.Valanzola said he hoped to visit theselectmen in all 28 towns in theSenate district. He stated that heserved two terms on the WalesBoard of Selectmen and is currentlychairman of the Tantasqua RegionalSchool Committee, a committee of18 members that serves five towns. He explained to the selectmenthat his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-nity. Of all the candidates for thesenate seat, he is the only one thatwas a selectmen. He stated thatlocal aid and Chapter 70 moneywere a priority. He said that nowthey were the first areas cut, notthe first funded. He mentionedthat the legislature is more inter-ested in funding new programs,but that new programs take moneyaway from existing programs. 
He also said that theDepartment of Elementary andSecondary Education (DESE) wasa far too powerful bureaucracy.DESE adopted common core statestandards initiative without a voteof the legislature or input fromschool districts. SelectmanStarbard said that he did not agreewith the income based net schoolspending formula that determineshow much a town must spend oneducation. Starbard said the townhas no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-lematic ice dams? If you haveicicles hanging or ice damissues, it is a sure sign you arewasting money to melt thesnow on your roof by heat loss.The payback for insulation isfairly short, considering thehigh cost of energy. It has beenbelow freezing for quite a whileresulting in very little meltingfrom the suns warmth. Comparethe snow on the roof of yourheated house to an unheatedgarage, this will tell you howenergy efficient your house is oris not.

State funds used topromote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that isintended to support regionalizationand other cost-saving initiatives thatwill change the way local govern-ments do business to maintain servicedelivery and stretch every taxpayerdollar as far as possible, the towns ofPalmer, Monson, Brimfield, Hollandand Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-jects slated to receive funding fromthe $4 million Community InnovationChallenge (CIC) grant program. 
“The CIC program is a majorcomponent of the PatrickAdministration's commitment to pro-vide cities and towns with the tools toeffectively manage resources and pro-vide services to their residents,” saidSecretary of Administration andFinance Glen Shor. “This programprovides an opportunity for neigh-boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barrewill hold a rabies and microchipclinic on Saturday, March 29 from9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPWBuilding, 441 Wheelwright Road.Second Chance Animal Shelter willbe providing rabies vaccines for dogsand cats for only $12. Microchippingwill also be available for $20 includ-ing registration. Dogs must be onleash and cats must be in carriers. If apet is eligible for a three year vaccine,people bring prior vaccine paperworkwith them. Vaccines will be providedby the licensed veterinarians ofSecond Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receivingformal approval for funding of theproject from the MassachusettsSchool Building Authority(MSBA), a new roof will be placedover the heads of staff and studentsat Pathfinder Regional VocationalTechnical High School in Palmerby the end of the year.
MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project costor $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, withthe remaining $1,269,839 borne byPathfinder’s member towns, basedon enrollment.
Pathfinder’s member towns

include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’sAccelerated Repair Program, thedistrict has 90 days to acquire andcertify local approval for an appro-priation and all other necessarylocal votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,scope and timeline for the pro-posed project,” wrote JohnMcCarthy, executive director ofthe MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-trict. “Upon receipt of the certifiedvotes demonstrating localapproval, the MSBA and the dis-trict will execute a project fundingagreement which will set forth theterms and conditions pursuant towhich the district will receive itsgrant from the MSBA.”
Within days of the receipt ofthe letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8
See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every activegroup or organization in town,there are a number of key volun-teers behind it, from church groupslike the United Church of Wareand the First Church of Monson tocivic organizations like the PalmerLions Club and the BelchertownFair Committee, said QuaboagHills Chamber of Commerce(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.These are the people that – for themost part – stay in the backgroundwhen the media shows up at anevent but are a vital part of bring-ing community activities to life.And it is recognition of thatfact that the QHCC is seekingnominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from theChamber towns of Belchertown,Brimfield, Brookfield, EastBrookfield, Hardwick, Holland,Monson, New Braintree, NorthBrookfield, Palmer, Spencer,Wales, Ware, Warren and WestBrookfield.
Last year ’s winner wasBobbie McAvoy of Ware, for herwork in holding collections fortroops overseas. At the time, shesaid that she was thrilled to benominated, but didn’t believe shewas as deserving of the award asothers in the community.

And that is just the qualitythat Weake said the committee thatjudges Citizen of the Year nomina-tions is looking for.
“These people are the onesthat don’t do it for the recognitionbut without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces hercandidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, aRepublican, announced her candi-dacy for the 2nd Franklin DistrictState Representative seat. Shedeclared, “For too long the needs of
our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district'sneeds. I will tirelessly work to pro-tect our children. I will work to cre-ate an economic environment thatwelcomes job creation in our dis-trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing pricesof the necessities, food, clothingand shelter, on the one hand andmore and more taxes on the other.When I am the Representative forthe people of this district I willwork to reduce our taxes to theminimum level essential for goodgovernment. I will fight to protectour elderly and those on fixedincomes from the spiraling costs offood, medicine and housing.” 
“There are many non-govern-ment agencies that do wonderfulwork meeting the needs of the peo-ple of our communities and helppeople in ways that are both moreeffective and more efficient thansimilar government programs. As astate Representative I will work tohave our state government encour-age these NGO's and I will work toeliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinderthem.”
“We have a serious problem:too often the people in office nowhave been only interested in play-ing political games for their ownbenefit instead of standing up forthe people they are supposed to rep-resent,” Anderson charged. “I won'tbe just one of the good old boys onBeacon Hill. I know that state gov-ernment can be made to work betterand I will work to see that it does.” Anderson, her husband, Robertand their five sons and a daughterlive in Orange. She is the fourthgeneration of her family to live inOrange and has deep affection forthe area and its people.

The Anderson family is activein a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser
Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The QuabbinRegional School District (QRSD)School Committee will meet onThursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at theQuabbin Regional School DistrictEducational Support Center, 872South St. At the conclusion of schoolcommittee business, a public budgethearing on the Quabbin RegionalSchool District FY15 budget will beheld. The public is invited to attend.A copy of the FY2015 budget willbe available for review at the CentralOffice, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual townelection is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
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PETERSHAM - ThePetersham Annual Town Electionwill be held on March 3. TheBoard of Selectmen seat currentlyheld by Tim Clark, who has sub-mitted his resignation as of March3, will have a contest. Nancy Allenof 17 Common Street has takenout papers to fill the term. DanaKennan of 404 North Main Streethas notified the Town Clerk, DianaCooley, of his intention to run as awrite-in for the position.  
The Board of Assessors willalso have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Andersonof 20 Dana Road has taken outpapers to challenge for the seat.
Other positions on the bal-lot, which are all three year termsand signed by the incumbents areModerator – Bart Wendell, Boardof Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Boardof Health – Kaye Cousens,Petersham School Committee –Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –John Lawson and Planning Board– Fraser Sinclair. The position ofTrustees of Public Library, current-ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 
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Selectmengrantone-dayliquorlicense
Library event toinclude beer and wine

By Ellenor DownerStaff WriterOAKHAM – Fobes Memorial

Library director,  Samantha

Boudin,  requested a one-day

liquor license for the Friends of

the Library Swinging Desserts

event.
She said that this y

friends gro

BARRE – The Barre
Fire is one of the host

community that house a
technical rescue trailer

for  the Fire  Distr ic t  8
Technical Rescue Team.

As part of being a com-
munity that has members

on the team, Barre Fire
Department  hosted a

training scenario on
Thursday,  Feb.  25 and

Sunday,  Feb.  28 at  the
sewer pumping station by

Fire  Stat ion 2 on
Wheelwright Road.The training was the

same on b th

Technical rescue team simulates
sshhaafftt rreessccuuee Locally,Sandersand

Trumpwin inprimary
By Ell
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Enrichment programs capture
By Ellenor Downer

Staff Writer

REGION – Here are unofficial results of how some of the towns in the region voted Barre had a 78.96% voter turnout with 3,163 (1,630 precinct 1 and 1,533 pre-cinct 2) of the total 4,006 (2,010 precinct 1 and 1,996 precinct 20 registers voters. New Braintree had an 86.35% voter turnout with 675 of 782 registered voters casting bal-lots. Petersham had an 87% voter turnout with 880 of the 1,009 regis-tered voters going to the polls.  

Barre
President and Vice PresidentBiden/Harris 1,528 (846 pre-cinct 1 and 682 precinct 2)
Trump/Pence 1524 (724 pre-cinct 1 and 800 precinct 2)
Hawkins/Walker 18 (12 precinct 2 and 6 precinct 2)
Jorgensen/Cohen 68 (35 pre-cinct 1 and 33 precinct 2)
Senator in Congress
Edward Markey 1,548 (851 pre-cinct 1 and 697 precinct 2)Kevin O’Connor 1,462 (699 precinct 1 and 763 precinct 2)Representative in CongressJames McGovern 1,610 (875 precinct 1 and 735 precinct 2)Tracy Lovvorn 1,487 (719 pre-cinct 1 and 768 precinct 2)

Councillor – 7th DistrictPaul DePalo 2,098 (1,085 pre-cinct 1 and 1,013 precinct 2)Senator in General CourtAnne Gobi 1,750 (951 precinct 1 and 799 precinct 2)
Steven Hall 1,346 (644 precinct 1 and 702 precinct 2)
Representative in General CourtDonald Berthiaume 1,863 (907 precinct 1 and 956 precinct 2)Samuel Biagetti 1,194 (666 pre-

cinct 1 and 528 precinct 2)
Register of Probate
Stephanie Fattman 1,681 (824 precinct 1 and 857 precinct 2)John Dolan 1,125 (621 precinct 1 and 504 precinct 1

Question 1 
Yes 2,266 (1,157 precinct 1 and 1,109 precinct 2)
No 814 (429 precinct 1 and 385 precinct 2)
Question 2
Yes 971 (540 precinct 1 and 431 precinct 2)
No 2,105 (1,035 precinct 1 and 1,070 precinct 2

Hardwick 
President and Vice PresidentBiden/Harris 746 
Trump/Pence 732 
Hawkins/Walker 7 
Jorgensen/Cohen 32 
Senator in Congress
Edward Markey 762
Kevin O’Connor 708 
Representative in CongressJames McGovern 772 
Tracy Lovvorn 708 
Councillor – 7th DistrictPaul DePalo 987
Senator in General CourtAnne Gobi 859 
Steven Hall 627 
Representative in General CourtDonald Berthiaume 863
Samuel Biagetti 598
Register of Probate
Stephanie Fattman 793
John Dolan 578 
Question 1 
Yes 1,160 
No 334 
Question 2
Yes 485 
No 996 

Town clerks list
unofficial results

See ELECTION RESULTS, 
page 5

By Paula Ouimette
Correspondent

BARRE – Listening Wellness Center, 35 South St., will offer late fall and holiday 2020 enrich-ment programs for children live on Zoom. Their fall enrichment program debuted on the virtual platform last month and was a welcome creative outlet for chil-dren in the community and at large. Thanks to a generous dona-tion from the Barre Savings Bank Charitable Foundation, scholar-ships are available. No child will be turned away due to financial reasons.
Art  ins t ructor  Jen Swan returns with her class “Seasonal Art Projects” Mondays, Nov. 16, 30, Dec. 7 and 14 from 3:45-4:30 p.m. The cost of this four-ses-sion class geared for ages 6-12, is $30. Swan has taught at vari-ous places including the Worcester 

Art Museum, the Think Tank, Technocopia, Listening Wellness Center and schools. 
The first class in the series on Nov. 16, is “Pumpkin Studies,” where participants will work to improve their drawing and shad-ing techniques while explor-ing the form of many varieties of pumpkins. Supplies needed include: drawing supplies (col-ored pencils, oil pastels or chalk 

pastels), mixed media paper and pumpkins or gourds for observa-tion.
On Nov. 30, children will dis-cover the art of Zentangle with “Autumn Forest Animals in Zentangle.” Zentangle art is a meditative form of “doodling,” by creating different shapes and structured patterns. Supplies need-ed include: mixed media paper, black fine tip pen or sharpie, col-

ored pencils, images of chosen animals.
Children will get ready for the excitement of the winter season on Dec. 7 with “Snowflake Collages” using paper and scissors. Supplies needed include: origami paper pack, scissors, glue stick and col-ored cardstock.

On Dec. 14, they will create 

the

Turley Publications Courtesy Photos
This beaded snowflake will be created during the “Seasonal Art Projects” class taught by Jen Swan. 

Kathy Carmosino returns to the kitchen via Zoom with two separate offerings of “Holiday Cookie Baking.”

Jen Swan

Selectmen hear fiscal recommendationsEllenor Downer
Staff Writer

BARRE – The Barre Board of Selectmen met remotely Nov. 2 with Dierdre Malone, Strategic Municipal Solutions consultant. She filled in temporarily as the town’s treasurer/collector for nine weeks while selectmen searched for a replacement. She made some recommendations submit-ted in a letter to the board.
Malone said, “While work-ing in Barre for the past nine weeks, I have become aware of some control deficiencies, which prevent the financial data to be reliable and within acceptance of accounting principles. In my opinion, the Treasurer does not regularly prove of balances the collector and treasurer with the town accountant. By having two different systems the chance for error is great and time consum-ing. Having an assistant treasur-er upload all of receivables for the town accountant’s system and not reconciling monthly puts the town at risk as the information is not current financial information as well reduces the chances of fraud.”

The treasurer/collector uses Vaydor software and the town accountant, Soft write. Malone said she understood the town accountant’s  apprehension, as she was more familiar with Soft write. Malone said at some point the town needed to consid-er making the change to Vaydor. Selectman chair Greg O’Sullivan said to get the town accountant some training in the other soft-ware. 
Malone said, “The payroll is being done sometimes one week prior to the Board of Selectmen’s signature. This means payroll checks are being distributed in advance of statutory guidelines and internal policy procedures. Payroll time sheet should be stan-dardized with the exception of the police and emergency depart-ments, whose systems prevent it. A concerted effort to change this should be a top priority.” By the time selectmen sign the pay-roll warrant, employees already have their checks. O’Sullivan said he didn’t see a problem of two selectmen signing the payroll warrant every other Tuesday. The board will also check with town counsel if they could designate the town administrator as one of the signees. 

M a l o n e  s a i d  t r e a s u r -

Voters approve STM warrantBy Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM – Thirty-eight vot-ers came out Monday night for a Special Town Meeting. 
Moderator Dennis Bergin held a moment of silence for two res-idents that passed away recently, Frank “Kim” Packard, a W.W. II veteran and U. S. Marine Corps 1st Lieutenant Mark Brunelle.Article 1 asked voters to reduce the appropriation for the Quabbin Regional School District for the fiscal year begin-ning July 1, 2020 by $103,000 and to appropriate and trans-fer the amount to seven other accounts. Transfers include: $1,000 to Historical Commission expense; $50,000 to Fiscal Year 2021 Equipment Reserve; $4,000 to Fire Department Equipment expense; $28,000 to  Town  Employee  Wage increases; $7,000 to Highway Seasonal Salary account; $6,000 to  Assessors  Reevaluat ion Stabilization and $5,000 to Board of Health expense. Voters present unanimously approved the article.Oakham voters at its Annual Town Meeting in June approved its share of the Quabbin Regional Budget. Since the town’s ATM, the Quabbin Regional School District Committee lowered its budget amount. Oakham’s assess-ment to schools was reduced by $103,000. 

Board of Selectman chair Brad Taylor said at the Annual Town Meeting in June, voters approved the use of $119,000 in free cash to balance the budget. He said this article redistributed those funds where needed. The finance committee also approved the arti-cle.
The second and final article asked voters to vote to transfer $50,000 from the equipment reserve to purchase and fully equip a new police utility vehi-cle or take any action relative thereto.” Police Chief Frederick Gehring said the vehicle would 

replace the front line vehicle that has $150,000 miles and was start-ing to have transmission prob-lems. The new vehicle would be a newer version of the present vehicle, a Ford utility vehicle. A resident asked if the old vehicle would be traded in, transferred to another town department or kept as a back up for the department. The police chief said the decision was up to the selectmen. Voters unani-mously approved Article 2. The meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m., eight minutes after the moderator called the meeting to order. 

Remembering 
Quabbin’s 
First
Champions
The 1970 West-
ern Mass. Soccer 
Champs, Part 2

By Mike Richard 

BARRE – Since its very begin-ning, Quabbin soccer enjoyed success on the pitch under coach Charles Campbell. 
After getting their feet wet in the first season with a 6-6-1 record in the fall of 1967, the Panthers made the Western Mass. tourna-ment in 1968 and beat Hopkins Academy in its first-ever play-off game, 2-1, before falling to Springfield Classical in the semifi-nals, 4-1. The next year, Quabbin was nipped by Bartlett, 1-0 in a playoff game.

Then, in the Fall of 1970, Quabbin captured the Western Mass. championship. This is the second of a three-part series look-ing back on that memorable season.The Panthers opened up post-season play in Wilbraham, where they met sixth-seeded Southwick High in the quarterfinals. The upset 

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor DownerResidents wearing masks head for distanced placed seats at the Special Town Meeting held Monday night at the Oakham fire station.
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MassDOT and RMV recognize older 
driver safety awareness week

BOSTON – The Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation and the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles  are raising 
awareness about the unique challeng-
es facing drivers, who are 65 years of 
age and older and encouraging families, 
friends and providers to initiate critical 
conversations about driver safety and 
mobility. 

Dur ing  O lde r  Dr ive r  Sa f e ty 
Awareness Week, which runs Monday, 
Dec. 2, through Friday, Dec. 6, valu-
able information is shared to help 
inform driving decisions. This infor-
mational campaign promotes a wide 
range of resources that encourage dis-
cussions around older driver safety. The 
theme for this year, from the American 
Occupational Therapy Association, is 
“Understand, Be Proactive, Plan” to 
highlight the importance of building 
understanding as a means to planning 
and making decisions involving older 
drivers. 

“Older Driver Safety Awareness 
Week is a reminder to all of us to sup-
port older drivers year-round with the 
resources they need to make informed 
decisions about mobility and road safe-
ty,” said Transportation Secretary and 
CEO Monica Tibbits-Nutt.“Every user 
of our transportation system deserves 
to feel safe, and we are committed to 
making older individuals who drive have 
the information and support they need to 
make the best decisions for themselves 
and others.” 

“Driving is an essential everyday task 
for many older adults, and it is important 
to recognize when action is needed to 
preserve safety,” said Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles Colleen Ogilvie.“This year, 
we’re encouraging individuals to engage 
in early planning discussions with fami-
lies and friends and to use the resources 
we’ve developed to navigate any changes 
in driving ability. By working together, 
we can support older drivers in making 
informed decisions about their mobility 
options.” 

Decisions about driving ability should 
never be based on age alone. However, 
changes in vision, reflexes, physical fit-
ness, and cognitive fitness may cause 

safety concerns. Most older adults out-
live their ability to drive safely by an 
average of seven to ten years, accord-
ing to AAA Traffic Safety Foundation.  
Being proactive about safe driving skills, 
learning ways to identify changes early, 
and intervening as soon as possible can 
help older drivers maintain safe mobility. 

According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, the U.S. 
population of people 65 and older 
increased by 30% between 2013 and 
2022. Additionally, in 2022, the num-
ber of traffic deaths involving a driv-
er 65 years of age and older was the 
highest since at least 1975.  NHTSA 
reminds motorists that simply getting 
older doesn’t mean it’s time to hang up 
their keys, but they should evaluate how 
they – or loved ones – drive.   

The RMV offers the following 
resources and workshops for older adults 
and providers: 

Visit the RMV’s website for older 
driver resources and learn more about 
older driver safety. 

Attend one of the RMV’s free Safe 
Driving workshops, which can be 
requested by community organizations 
and associations that cater to older indi-
viduals: 

Shifting Gears – rules of the road, 
defensive driving, and safe driving tips. 

The Driving Decision – advice for 
families and providers who are con-
cerned about a person’s ability to drive 
safely. 

View RMV’s video, Shifting Gears, 
which highlights how age-related chang-
es can affect a person’s ability to drive 
and how everyone can support older 
driver safety and mobility. 

Review ”Your Health and Driving 
Safely” to learn about license poli-
cies and procedures, driving evalua-
tion programs, warning signs of unsafe 
driving, and to identify alternatives to 
driving.  

All RTAs in Massachusetts provide 
reduced fare programs for seniors who 
ride public transportation on RTA ser-
vices – and 13 of the 15 RTAs are cur-
rently participating in fare-free service 
for all ages. 


