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MCAS is a key exam for districts to see
how they are doing in comparison to other
districts across the state. Therefore, schools
will still need to take this exam so they can
ensure that their teaching is comparable to
other districts in the state.

However, now that MCAS is not re-
quired for schools, Hoffman plans to work
to ensure that AHS students truly feel pre-
pared for their futures.

“We are going to have accountabili-
ty systems in place with the results of the
testing to show us where we are doing re-
ally well and where we could use some im-
provement in our instructions,” Hoffman
said.

According to Hoffman Agawam High
School has a set graduation requirements
based on credits.

However, these requirements are not
consistent across districts across the state,
so Hoffman plans for Agawam to look at
their high school requirements to ensure
that students will truly have what they
need when they graduate based on those
requirements.

“We will make sure that with those re-
quirements we are getting students college
and career ready, Hoffman said.

Hoffman believes that some of the work
this may come with is ensuring there is
standardization across AHS and the state.

“Every kid’s diploma should have the
same set of expectations in order to receive
it Hoffman said.
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The Agawam City Council
will conduct a Public Hearing
on Monday, December
2, 2024, at 7:00pm, in
the Veterans’ Hall of the
Agawam Senior Center,

954 Main Street, Agawam,
MA to consider TR-2024-
62 which is the adoption
of a Residential Tax Factor
pursuant to Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 40,
Section 56 as submitted to the
City Council by the Mayor
Christopher C. Johnson on
November 6, 2024.

MCAS was helpful in ensuring that ev-
ery student needed to have the same basic
skills in order to graduate. Now, the state
will have to do some additional work to en-
sure that remains to be the case.

“We don’t really have that course to
course and class to class at the district level
and the state level,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman feels that Agawam has already
made some progress in this field due to the
work they have done over the past several
years. They have already added common
assessments, pacing guides and practicals.

“We have a lot of it in place so if youe
in algebra one then you should be around
the same topics in every algebra one class;’
Hoffman said. “So we have things in place
but I think we need to set that up more to
make sure that there is consistency across
all courses.”

Before beginning additional work, how-
ever, Hoffman plans to first wait and see
if schools receive any guidance from the
state on what their next steps should be.

“There is still a lot unknown and we are
going to continue the work that we know
is important regardless of any guidelines,’
Hoffman said.

For now the plan is to continue work in
ensuring that there is consistency across
classes and that the requirements work for
all students and are updated to reflect the
current students in AHS.

Hoffman also promises that any updates
to curriculum and plans will be shared with
students and families so they know what
each student’s diploma will look like.

TR-2024-62 is avail-
able for public inspection by
emailing the office of the City
Clerk for an electronic copy at
vgioscia@agawam.ma.us
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EARLY DEADLINES

FOR PUBLIC NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all public notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 25-29, 2024.

Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
e Agawam Advertiser News ® Sentinel ® The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Thursday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
* Barre Gazette  Country Journal
* The Journal Register ® Quaboag Current ® Ware River News

Friday, November 22 at 2 PM for November 29 Issue
* Town Reminder e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register
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Therrian, Dawood Anatane and Serenity
McMahon, have attended workshops and
they have worked on community service
initiatives.

They have also learned about diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion initiatives across
the state in order to collaborate and try
to bring ideas back to Agawam.

“It’s great that our students at Aga-
wam get to collaborate with these bigger
schools all the way across the bay state,”
Gomez said.

On top of this student leadership
work, this year there have also been lead-
ership lessons for captains. Gomez hopes
this allows students to learn about lead-
ership.

She also hopes to have these high
school students go to Doering and the JR
High and lead leadership lessons there.

Publications, Inc.

“It will not only help grow their lead-
ership but also help to grow the fanbase,
Gomez said.

Moving forward Gomez hopes to con-
tinue work in increasing the turnout at
games, specifically the student turnout.

She has found that in recent years the
student turnout at games has been low
and she wants to see that improve mov-
ing forward.

“I'm working with a group of students
to try to figure out how we can develop
that pride...how we can help the students
enjoy these games, be more involved and
cheer on their fellow athletes, Gomez
said.

Through working with this group she
hopes to come up with a variety of strat-
egies to encourage more people to come
out for games, such as creating sister
teams or bringing pep bands to more

games.

Scarlett Legasey

January 25,2023
Parents: Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents: Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware
Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer
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OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 1
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com




