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Public Notices

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

AGAWAM WARRANT FOR STATE ELECTION

SS.
To the Constables of the City/Town of Agawam,

GREETINGS:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required
to notify and warn the inhabitants of said city or town who are
qualified to vote in Elections to vote at:

Precinct 1: William P. Sapelli School, 65 Begley Street
Precinct 2: Clifford M. Granger School,

31 South Westfield Street

Agawam High School, 760 Cooper Street
Roberta G. Doering School, 68 Main Street
Benjamin J. Phelps School, 689 Main Street
James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street

Agawam Junior High School,
1305 Springfield Street

Precinct 8: James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street

on TUESDAY, THE FIFTH DAY OF NOVEMBER,
2024, from 7:00 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M. for the following purpose:

To cast their votes in the State Election for the candidates for
the following offices:

ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT
FOR THESE UNITED STATES

SENATOR IN CONGRESS
FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
FIRST DISTRICT

COUNCILLOR
EIGHTH DISTRICT

SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT
HAMPDEN & HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT

REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT
SIXTH HAMPDEN DISTRICT
- PRECINCT ONE ONLY & THIRD HAMPDEN DISTRICT
PRECINT - TWO THRU EIGHT

CLERK OF COURTS
HAMPDEN COUNTY

REGISTER OF DEEDS
HAMPDEN DISTRICT

QUESTION 1: Law Proposed by Initiative Petition
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no
vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives
before May 1, 20247

Precinct 3:
Precinct 4:
Precinct 5:
Precinct 6:
Precinct 7:

SUMMARY
This proposed law would specify that the State auditor has
the authority to audit the legislature.
A YES VOTE would specity that the State auditor has the
authority to audit the legislature.
A NO VOTE would make no change in the law relative to
the State Auditor’s authority.

QUESTION 2: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE
PETITION
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no
vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives
before May 1, 20247

SUMMARY

This proposed law would eliminate the requirement that a
student pass the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment
System (MCAS) tests (or other statewide or district-wide
assessments) in mathematics, science and technology, and
English in order to receive a high school diploma. Instead, in
order for a student to receive a high school diploma, the pro-
posed law would require the student to complete coursework
certified by the student’s district as demonstrating mastery of
the competencies contained in the state academic standards in
mathematics, science and technology, and English, as well as
any additional areas determined by the Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education.

A YES VOTE would eliminate the requirement that stu-
dents pass the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment
System (MCAS) in order to graduate high school but still
require students to complete coursework that meets state stan-
dards.

A NO VOTE would make no change in the law relative to
the requirement that a student pass the MCAS in order to grad-
uate high school.

QUESTION 3: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE
PETITION
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no
vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives
before May 1, 2024?

SUMMARY

The proposed law would provide Transportation Network
Drivers (“Drivers”) with the right to form unions (“Driver
Organizations™) to collectively bargain with Transportation
Network Companies (‘“Companies”)-which are companies that
use a digital network to connect riders to drivers for pre-ar-
ranged transportation-to create negotiated recommendations
concerning wages, benefits and terms and conditions of work.
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Drivers would not be required to engage in any union activ-
ities. Companies would be allowed to form multi-Company
associations to represent them when negotiating with Driver
Organizations. The state would supervise the labor activities
permitted by the proposed law and would have responsibility
for approving or disapproving the negotiated recommenda-
tions. The proposed law would define certain activities by a
Company or a Driver Organization to be unfair work practices.
The proposed law would establish a hearing process for the
state Employment Relations Board (“Board”) to follow when
a Company or Driver Organization is charged with an unfair
work practice. The proposed law would permit the Board to
take action, including awarding compensation to adversely
affected Drivers, if it found that an unfair work practice had
been committed. The proposed law would provide for an appeal
of a Board decision to the state Appeals Court. This proposed
law also would establish a procedure for determining which
Drivers are Active Drivers, meaning that they completed more
than the median number of rides in the previous six months.
The proposed law would establish procedures for the Board to
determine that a Driver Organization has signed authorizations
from at least five percent of Active Drivers, entitling the Driver
Organization to a list of Active Drivers; to designate a Driver
Organization as the exclusive bargaining representative for all
Drivers based on signed authorizations from at least twenty-five
percent of Active Drivers; to resolve disputes over exclusive
bargaining status, including through elections; and to decertify a
Driver Organization from exclusive bargaining status. A Driver
Organization that has been designated the exclusive bargaining
representative would have the exclusive right to represent the
Drivers and to receive voluntary membership dues deduc-
tions. Once the Board determined that a Driver Organization
was the exclusive bargaining representative for all Drivers,
the Companies would be required to bargain with that Driver
Organization concerning wages, benefits and terms and con-
ditions of work. Once the Driver Organization and Companies
reached agreement on wages, benefits, and the terms and
conditions of work, that agreement would be voted upon by
all Drivers who has completed at least 100 trips the previous
quarter. If approved by a majority of votes cast, the recommen-
dations would be submitted to the state Secretary of Labor for
approval and if approved, would be effective for three years.
The proposed law would establish procedures for the mediation
and arbitration if the Driver Organization and Companies failed
to reach agreement within a certain period of time. An arbitrator
would consider factors set forth in the proposed law, including
whether the wages of Drivers would be enough so that Drivers
would not need to rely upon any public benefits. The pro-
posed law also sets out procedures for the Secretary of Labor’s
review and approval of recommendations negotiated by a Driver
Organization and the

Companies and for judicial review of the Secretary’s deci-
sion. The proposed law states that neither its provisions, an
agreement nor a determination by the Secretary would be
able to lessen labor standards established by other laws. If
there were any conflict between the proposed law and existing
Massachusetts labor relations law, the proposed law would pre-
vail. The Board would make rules and regulations as appropri-
ate to effectuate the proposed law. The proposed law states that,
if any of its parts were declared invalid, the other parts would
stay in effect.

A YES VOTE would provide transportation network drivers
the option to form unions to collectively bargain with transpor-
tation network companies regarding wages, benefits, and terms
and conditions of work

A NO VOTE would make no change in the law relative to
the ability of transportation network drivers to form unions.

QUESTION 4: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE
PETITION
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no
vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives
before May 1, 2024?

SUMMARY

This proposed law would allow persons aged 21 and older
to grow, possess, and use certain natural psychedelic substances
in certain circumstances. The psychedelic substances allowed
would be two substances found in mushrooms (psilocybin and
psilocyn) and three substances found in plants (dimethyltrypt-
amine, mescaline, and ibogaine). These substances could be
purchased at an approved location for use under the supervision
of a licensed facilitator. This proposed law would otherwise
prohibit any retail sale of natural psychedelic substances. This
proposed law would also provide for the regulation and taxa-
tion of these psychedelic substances. This proposed law would
license and regulate facilities offering supervised use of these
psychedelic substances and provide for the taxation of proceeds
from those facilities’ sales of psychedelic substances. It would
also allow persons aged 21 and older to grow these psychedelic
substances in a 12-foot by 12-foot area at their home and use
these psychedelic substances at their home. This proposed
law would authorize persons aged 21 or older to possess up
to one gram of psilocybin, one gram of psilocyn, one gram of
dimethyltryptamine, 18 grams of mescaline, and 30 grams of
ibogaine (“personal use amount”), in addition to whatever they
might grow at their home, and to give away up to the personal
use amount to a person aged 21 or over. This proposed law
would create a Natural Psychedelic Substances Commission
of five members appointed by the Governor, Attorney General,
and Treasurer which would administer the law governing
the use and distribution of these psychedelic substances. The
Commission would adopt regulations governing licensing quali-
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fications, security, recordkeeping, education and training, health
and safety requirements, testing, and age verification. This pro-
posed law would also create a Natural Psychedelic Substances
Advisory Board of 20 members appointed by the Governor,
Attorney General, and Treasurer which would study and make
recommendations to the Commission on the regulation and
taxation of these psychedelic substances. This proposed law
would allow cities and towns to reasonably restrict the time,
place, and manner of the operation of licensed facilities offering
psychedelic substances, but cities and towns could not ban those
facilities or their provision of these substances. The proceeds
of sales of psychedelic substances at licensed facilities would
be subject to the state sales tax and an additional excise tax of
15 percent. In addition, a city or town could impose a separate
tax of up to two percent. Revenue received from the additional
state excise tax, license application fees, and civil penalties for
violations of this proposed law would be deposited in a Natural
Psychedelic Substances Regulation Fund and would be used,
subject to appropriation, for administration of this proposed law.
Using the psychedelic substances as permitted by this proposed
law could not be a basis to deny a person medical care or public
assistance, impose discipline by a professional licensing board,
or enter adverse orders in child custody cases absent clear and
convincing evidence that the activities created an unreasonable
danger to the safety of a minor child. This proposed law would
not affect existing laws regarding the operation of motor vehi-
cles while under the influence, or the ability of employers to
enforce workplace policies restricting the consumption of these
psychedelic substances by employees. This proposed law would
allow property owners to prohibit the use, display, growing,
processing, or sale of these psychedelic substances on their
premises. State and local governments could continue to restrict
the possession and use of these psychedelic substances in public
buildings or at schools. This proposed law would take effect on
December 15, 2024.

A YES VOTE would allow persons over age 21 to use cer-
tain natural psychedelic substances under licensed supervision
and to grow and possess limited quantities of those substances
in their home and would create a commission to regulate those
substances.

A NO VOTE would make no change in the law regarding
natural psychedelic substances.

QUESTION 5: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE
PETITION
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no
vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives
before May 1, 2024?

SUMMARY
The proposed law would gradually increase the minimum
hourly wage an employer must pay a tipped worker, over the
course of five years, on the following schedule:

* To 64% of the state minimum wage on January 1, 2025;
* To 73% of the state minimum wage on January 1, 2026;
* To 82% of the state minimum wage on January 1, 2027,
* To 91% of the state minimum wage on January 1, 2028; and
* To 100% of the state minimum wage on January 1, 2029

The proposed law would require employers to continue to
pay tipped workers the difference between the state minimum
wage and the total amount a tipped worker receives in hourly
wages plus tips through the end of 2028. The proposed law
would also permit employers to calculate this difference over
the entire weekly or bi-weekly payroll period. The requirement
to pay this difference would cease when the required hourly
wage for tipped workers would become 100% of the state mini-
mum wage on January 1, 2029.

Under the proposed law, if an employer pays its workers
an hourly wage that is at least the state minimum wage, the
employer would be permitted to administer a “tip pool” that
combines all the tips given by customers to tipped workers and
distributes them among all the workers, including non-tipped
workers.

A YES VOTE would increase the minimum hourly wage an
employer must pay a tipped worker to the full state minimum
wage implemented over five years, at which point employers
could pool all tips and distribute them to all non-management
workers.

A NO VOTE would make no change in the law governing
tip pooling or the minimum wage for tipped workers.

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your
doings thereon at the time and place of said voting.

QUESTION 6: THIRD HAMPDEN DISTRICT PRECINT
TWO THRU EIGHT ONLY

Shall the Representative for this District be instructed to
vote for legislation to create a single-payer system of univer-
sal health care that provides all Massachusetts residents with
comprehensive health care coverage including the freedom to
choose doctors and other health care professionals, facilities,
and services and eliminates the role of insurance companies in
health care by creating an insurance trust fund that is publicly
administered? YES or NO

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your
doings thereon at the time and place of said voting.

Given under our hand this 21 day of October 2024.
Vincent E. Gioscia, City Clerk
10/24/2024
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ADVERTISEMENT

The Agawam Housing
Authority, the Awarding
Authority, invites sealed
bids from Contractors for
the Colonial Haven 667-2
Elderly Housing FISH
#005145 for the Agawam
Housing Authority in
Agawam, Massachusetts,
in accordance with the doc-
uments prepared by Roy S.
Brown Architects.

The Project consists of:
Update Laundry Room
consisting of relocation of
washers and dryers includ-
ing plumbing, wiring and
HVAC, new casework, and
finishes

The work is estimated
to cost: Eighty nine thou-
sand two hundred dollars
($89,200).

Bids are subject to M.G.L.
c.149 §44A-] & to minimum
wage rates as required by
M.G.L. c.I49 §§26 to 27H
inclusive.

No DCAMM certifica-

Nbody dreams
of having
multiple sclerosis

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a
devastating disease of the
central nervous system
where the body’s immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

A5

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

tion is required

General Bids will be
received until 2:00 p.m.,
Monday, November 12,
2024 and publicly opened,
forthwith.

This project is being
Electronically Bid (E-Bid).
All bids shall be prepared
and submitted online at
www.Projectdog.com and
received no later than the date
and time specified above.
Hard copy bids will not be
accepted by the Awarding
Authority. For E-Bid Tutorial
and Instructions, click to
download the Supplemental
Instructions to Bidders for
Electronic Bid Projects
from www.Projectdog.
com. For assistance, con-
tact Projectdog, Inc. at
978.499.9014.

General bids shall be
accompanied by a bid depos-
it that is not less than five
(5%) of the greatest possible
bid amount (considering all
alternates), and made payable
to the Agawam Housing
Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract
Documents will be available
electronically or for purchase
at www.Projectdog.com on
Wednesday, October 23,
2024; Project Code 858428

The job site and/or exist-
ing building will be available
for inspection at 10 am on
Wednesday, October 30,
2024.

For an appointment other
than the scheduled walk-thru
above, call Maureen Cayer,
Executive Director at the
Agawam Housing Authority
at (413} 786-1297.
10/24/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24A0128AD
In the matter of:
Madelyn Doreen Arico
CITATION
G.L. c. 210, §6
TO:
any unnamed or unknown
parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the
adoption of said child
and to the Department of
Children and Families of said
Commonwealth.
A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:
Glenn Moulton of
Agawam, MA
Alexis Moulton of
Agawam, MA
requesting for leave to
adopt said child and that the
name of the child be changed
to
Madelyn Doreen
Arico-Moulton
If you object to this

adoption you are entitled to
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent
person.

An indigent person is
defined by SJC Rule 3.10.
The definition includes but is
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits,
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court
will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant
Judicial Case Manager or
Adoption Clerk of the Court
on or before the date listed
below to obtain the necessary
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO
OBJECT THERETO, YOU
OR YOUR ATTORNEY
MUST FILE A WRITTEN
APPEARANCE IN SAID
COURT AT Springfield
ON OR BEFORE TEN
O’CLOCK IN THE
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON:
11/15/2024 .

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: October 11, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
10/24/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD19P2267EA
Estate of:

Mary A Blakesley
Date of Death: 05/03/2019
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order
of Complete Settlement
has been filed by Daniel E.
Blakesley of Longmeadow,
MA requesting that the court
enter a formal Decree of
Complete Settlement including
a determination of heirs at law
and other such relief as may be
requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
11/19/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by an
affidavit of objections within
thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken
without further notice to

you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: October 15, 2024
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
10/24/2024

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING

The Agawam City
Council Administrative
Sub-Committee will con-
duct a Public Hearing on
MONDAY, NOVEMBER
4, 2024 at 6:30PM, at the
Agawam Senior Center
Hall Seminar Hall, 954
Main Street, Agawam, MA,
on an Eversource petition
for permission to install a
joint owned pole on or near
Shoemaker Lane, Feeding
Hills, MA could and include
installation of a new pole(s),
manholes, wires, cables and
fixtures, including the nec-
essary sustaining and protect
fixtures along and across the
property. This petition is
available by contacting the
City Council Office, 36 Main
Street, Agawam, MA or by
emailing bbard@agawam.
ma.us.

Robert E. Rossi, Chair
Administrative
Sub-Committe

10/24/2024

Legal Notice
Town of Agawam

The Agawam Planning
Board will hold a public hear-
ing on Thursday, November
7, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. and
the Agawam City Council
will hold a public hearing
on Monday, November
18, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., both
in the Veterans Hall at the
Agawam Senior Center, 954
Main Street, Agawam, MA.
The purpose of these hearings
will be to hear the petition of
Savonin for a zone change
request for 71 Maynard
Street/131 Coronet
Circle from Agricultural to
Residence A-1. City Council’s
public hearing will be lives-
treamed on the Town of
Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also
be televised on Cable Access
Channel 15 or Channel 1074.
Copies of the proposed zone
change can be obtained from
the Office of Planning and
Community Development
between the hours of 8:30am
and 4:30pm at the Agawam
Town Hall, 36 Main Street,
Agawam, MA or by emailing
the Office of the City Clerk
for an electronic copy at

vgioscia@agawam.ma.us.

By Order Of:

Violet Baldwin, Chair
Agawam Planning Board

Rosemary Sandlin, President
Agawam City Council
10724, 10/31/2024

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

NOTICE OF FINDING
OF NO SIGNFICANT
IMPACT AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO
REQUEST RELEASE OF
FUNDS
October 24, 2024
Town of Agawam
36 Main Street
Agawam, MA 01001
413-786-0400

These notices shall satisfy

two separate but related

procedural requirements
for activities to be undertak-
en by the Town of Agawam

REQUEST FOR RELEASE
OF FUNDS

On or about November 7,
2024, the Town of Agawam
will submit a request to the
Massachusetts Executive
Office of Housing and Livable
Communities (EOHLC) for
the release of Community
Development Block Grant
funds under Title I of the
Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 as
amended, for the purpose of
the following project(s):

FY 2024 Agawam
Community Assistance

Program:
1. Moore & Valley
Streets (Phase 1)

Improvements Project: 1.
CDBG Project cost: $769,596.
The proposed project will
replace water, sewer, drainage
and roadway infrastructure on
Moore Street, from the inter-
section of High Street mov-
ing North. Upon completion
of ther project, failing and
deteriorating infrastructure on
ther street will be replaced,
providing residents with
safe water to their homes,
improved sewer systems, and
improved drainage to ensure
proper treatment of the nearby
Westfield River.
FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Town of Agawam
has determined that the proj-
ects will have no signifi-
cant impact on the human
environment. Therefore,
an Environmental Impact
Statement under the National
Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (NEPA) is not
required. Additional proj-
ect information is contained
in the Environmental Review
Record (ERR) on file at
the Agawam Town Hall,
36 Main Street, Agawam,
MA where it can be viewed
Monday through Thursday
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm,
and at the Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission, 60
Congress Street, Springfield,
Massachusetts 01104, where
the record is available for
review and may be examined
or copied weekdays 9:00 am
to 4:30 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group,
or agency may submit writ-
ten comments on the ERR to

the Community Development
Office. All comments
received by November 7,
2024, will be considered by
Pamela Kerr, Environmental
Certifying Officer, prior to
authorizing submission of a
request for release of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The Town of Agawam
certifies to the EOHLC that
Pamela Kerr, in her official
capacity as Environmental
Certifying Officer, consents to
accept the jurisdiction of the
Federal Courts if an action is
brought to enforce responsi-
bilities in relation to the envi-
ronmental review process and
that these responsibilities have
been satisfied. The EOHLC’s
approval of the certification
satisfies its responsibilities
under NEPA and related laws
and authorities and allows
the Town of Agawam to use
Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The EOHLC will accept
objections to its release
of funds and the Town of
Agawam’s certification for a
period of fifteen days follow-
ing the anticipated submission
date or its actual receipt of the
request (whichever is later)
only if they are on one of the
following bases:

(a) The certification was
not executed by the Certifying
Officer of the Town of
Agawam;

(b) The Town of Agawam
has omitted a step or failed
to make a decision or finding
required by HUD regulations
at 24 CFR Part 58;

(c) The grant recipient or
other participants in the devel-
opment process have com-
mitted funds, incurred costs
or undertaken activities not
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58
before approval of a release of
funds by the EOHLC; or

(d) Another Federal agen-
cy acting pursuant to 40 CFR
Part 1504 has submitted a
written finding that the proj-
ect is unsatisfactory from the
standpoint of environmental
quality.

Objections must be pre-
pared and submitted in accor-
dance with the required pro-
cedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec.
55.76) and shall be addressed
to the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Housing
and Livable Communities at
100 Cambridge Street, Suite
300, Boston, MA 02114.
Potential objectors should
contact the EOHLC to veri-
fy the actual last day of the
objection period.

Pamela Kerr, Director of

Planning & Community

Development

Environmental Certifying

Officer

Town of Agawam

36 Main Street

Agawam, MA 01001
10/24/2024
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