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Town seeks ambulance contract for ALS coverage

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - The town’s emer-
gency response services have
changed ever since the purchase of
a designated ambulance at the Fire
Station.

The town recently unveiled its
own designated ambulance for the
Fire Department, after previous-
ly relying on the private company,
Palmer Ambulance Services, for
Advanced Life Support services
(ALS). With the company now
closed, the town has been working
to address the increase in call vol-
ume for first responders at the de-

partment.

Town Manager Brad Brothers
said that he reached out to the fire
department to add shifts in order to
ensure that there is 24/7 response
coverage as of Nov. 1.

“In addition, we let our neigh-
boring towns know we may have an
increase for mutual aid,” Brothers
said. “This is not uncommon for all
towns, as many are struggling with
staffing.”

Brothers said that the cost for
additional staffing to the fire depart-
ment was $15,000 in November.
Town Council previously approved
approximately $100,000 back in
November, which will be available

through the end of the fiscal year on
June 30, 2025.

“We are reviewing all options
at the moment before any agree-
ment is signed,” Brothers said, “but
the options range from keeping it
in-house to contracting out with an
outside agency for Advanced Life
Support coverage.”

Brothers said that all the costs
tied to ambulance service will be
new to the municipal budget, as
Palmer Ambulance was a self-fund-
ed operation.

“While I wish we were given
more time to game plan for the clo-
sure of Palmer Ambulance, I think
we’ve played the hand we’ve been

dealt well as we continue to weigh
more permanent options,” Broth-
ers said. “From my research so far,
every option will have a significant
impact on the municipal operating
budget.”

The town is currently solicit-
ing quotes from potential providers,
and Brothers said he hopes to see a
designated ALS Service contracted
with the town at some point next
month.

If you have questions or con-
cerns about the town’s emergency
response services, you can contact
the Fire Department by calling 413-
283-3861, or Town Hall by calling
413-283-2600.

TRAIN STATION

Feedback sought about station for East/West Rail

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - Last week, the
Department of Transportation held
a meeting at the library to solicit
feedback from the public about the
East/West Rail Project.

Members of the public were in-
vited to a public information meet-
ing in the Palmer Public Library’s

Community Room on Monday,
Dec. 16, where the project team
provided an overview of the study’s
background, the station site alter-
natives and evaluation, and design
considerations for the potential fu-
ture rail station. After the presen-
tation, the attendees were asked to
provide feedback on the site alter-
natives and design considerations.
Andy Koziol, the director of the
project, has been with the Depart-

Director Andy Koziol made a presentation about the future of the East/West

Rail Project.

Natasha Velicovic pointed out the infrastructure requirements on the slide.

ment of Transportation since June
of last year. “We received quite a
bit of feedback, there was a lot of
public participation,” Koziol said.

Of the previous 11 sites, the
project team has narrowed the fo-
cus to six that meet the ideal crite-
ria for the new site.

“One of the reasons we went

out for public feedback was to
give public a chance to highlight
anything we might have missed,”
Koziol said. “We feel pretty confi-
dent, with the local knowledge of
the Steering Committee, together
with that we’ve done a comprehen-
sive look at each site, but the pub-
lic can bring additional factors. I

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusméao

think committee is being patient to
make sure we use all the informa-
tion available to us before we make
any further decisions.”

The meeting involved some

controversy, much of which was
centered on the elimination of
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MONSON

School
Committee
announces
digital
report card
system

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - At last week’s
School Committee meeting, the
Acting Superintendent reported on
new grants, ongoing projects, and
community outreach opportunities
in the district.

Acting Superintendent Kather-
ine Watts began the Dec. 19 meet-
ing with updates concerning the
schools.

Watts announced that the
town is the recipient of a Multi-
Tiered Systems of Support Grant
of $143,000 to build and strength-
en the tiered supports and Granite
Valley.

“We also are able to have a
Family Outreach Coordinator for
the remainder of the year, and we’ll
be able to host community events
throughout the semester, too, as a
result of this grant,” Watts said.

The grant also provides profes-

SCHOOL I pageb

COMMUNITY

Holiday Joy Bags assembled for local seniors

Staff Report

THREE RIVERS - For the last
five years, Renee Niedziela and the
team at J. Stolar Insurance have put
together Holiday Joy bags for local
seniors.

“This has been a very person-
al project. Our Dad, John Stolar,
founded J. Stolar Insurance 43 years
ago in Three Rivers and taught my-
self and my brother, Chris Stolar,
how important and meaningful it

13180

||04879

was to be active and supportive in
the community” said Niedziela.

Local businesses and individ-
uals contribute small goods such
as toiletries, food stuffs, calendars,
hand sanitizers and much more. The
goal is to fill 125 gift bags to be de-
livered to two senior housing units
in Palmer. The gift bags contents
have grown over the years to now
contain over 40 items.

“The first year, I didn’t know

JOY I page 12

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Holiday joy bags for seniors are
ready for delivery.

COMMUNITY

Town authorizes funds
for wastewater plant

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - The town recently
voted to authorize the appropriation
of funds to pay for improvements
made to the town’s wastewater
treatment plant.

The first bond order was to
authorize borrowing $2,720,000 to
pay the costs of designing and mak-
ing improvements to the wastewater
treatment plant ultraviolet facility.

“All or any portion of the

amount authorized to be borrowed
by this order may be obtained
through the state’s Clean Water
Trust,” stated Councilor Mark Caci.
“In that regard, the Town Manager
and any other appropriate officials
of the town are authorized to exe-
cute any and all agreements that
may be required to obtain financial
assistance through the trust.”

Caci read that the amount au-
thorized will be reduced to reflect
funds contributed by Monson as

WASTEWATER 1 page 11
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‘Sounds of Jo

Turley staff photos
Jen McMullen, Debbie Lawrence, TJ’s Tavern owner,
and Alex Hebert visit with Santa.

A happy child visiting with Santa and the elves. V % du%% E 62‘ M ‘

EARL GREY

This is Earl Grey, who lives with Christine Reed
in Monson. He loves eating raspberry popsicles on
his cat patio. We feature your pets here. Is your
fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird,
mouse...you get the point. Is there a pet you’re fos-
tering and trying to re-home? All pets are welcome!
Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a little
information to journalregister@turley.com.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline

for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

TF's Tavern

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?

Debbie Lawrence and American Legion Commander Carl Santos visit with Santa.

MONSON— The annual children’s
Christmas party was held last week.
Thirty children and their families from
Monson were treated to gifts, homemade
snacks, ice cream and a visit from Santa
Claus

Debbie Lawrence, owner of Tjs
Tavern, hosted and sponsored the event.

“This day is one I look forward to all
year long™’said Lawrence. “It is a won-
derful feeling watching the children
open their gifts, being excited and just
enjoying themselves. It’s a lot of work
and time, but watching them makes all

of it worth it.”

We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Families enjoy the
event with homemade
food, snacks and ice
cream.

STIHL ®Husqvarna

WARE—Country Bank, a
full-service financial institution
serving Central and Western Massa-
chusetts, announced a $10,000 do-
nation to the Quaboag Valley Com-
munity Development Corporation

ties in the region.

“The Quaboag Valley Commu-
nity Development Corporation is
grateful for this generous donation
from Country Bank. This donation
will help us continue to run our

ment in the Quaboag Valley CDC’s
mission, but an example of Country
Bank’s commitment to making a
difference in the community,” stat-
ed Melissa Fales, QVCDC Execu-
tive Director.

(QVCDC) to help local communi- Senior Outreach Program, which Seniors with underlying medi-

dc-{| PARK SAW SHOP

CM ttzn g an d he_lps se;niprs cal conditior_ls_ can significantly im-
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1292 PARK ST, 1-800-232-6132 Shurc thohdventurcvithus! TN bank deliveries at home while addressing their crit-

ical needs.

To learn more about the vari-
ous support programs the QVCDC
offers, visit www.QVCDC.org.

and other chores.
Country Bank’s
support is not
only an invest-

Color & Cut $72

in a quiet and private atmosphere

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

PALMER, MA 01069  (413) 544-9022
Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon

Shipping Can Be A d
ipping Can Be Arrange .

RENTALS AVAILABLE

Corrections

The Journal Register will
gladly correct factual errors that
appear in this paper. Corrections
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request
a correction, send information to
Editor at journalregister@turley.
com, or call 283-8393, extension
236. Corrections may also be
requested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

Jlappy
Jlolidays!

March 15......8-Night Bahamas Cruise...... from $1499
May 23......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise....... from $1699
June 10-12...Hampton Beach Getaway.............. $529
Sept 12-26....Portugal & The Azores............... $6549
Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA
(413) 967-4545

PHONE
413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

L Oorgo to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com y EMAIL
Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn
J J ng conunuuities dymetury
Proudly sewing Wane and, its suvounding THE CENTERED PLACE ym@tiycom
SINCE 1988 Staff Writer
Yoga & Meditation Classes Wikosmprls
DOGS CATS RABBITS FERRETS oga s Hed | musma00Uiyom
Offering both onsite and online classes Subscriptions
www.turley.com

AND NOW REPTILES!

Voted Best Yoga in the region by

Town & Country Living Magazine 835 per year pre-paid

YOGA Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered, News(fti?]gu§10f(1?)t%tgz copy
. . FOR open and energized.
Now offering same day urgent care appointments Come experience this for yourself.  WEB
E VERY www.journalregister.turley.com
Monday - ThurSday BODY 413 436 7374 @ The Journal Register

286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

The Journal Register is published by
Turley Publications, Inc.  www.turley.com
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CAMPUS

N O T E S
Aliya Hedgecock of

Monson among Belmont

University’s Fall 2024
Dean’s List Scholars

MONSON - Aliya Hedgecock was named
among the students who qualified for Belmont
University’s fall 2024 Dean’s List.

Belmont University recently released the
Dean’s List for the fall 2024 semester. Approxi-
mately 53% of the University’s 7,175 undergrad-
uate students qualified for the fall 2024 Dean’s

List.

Dean’s List eligibility is based on a mini-
mum course load of 12 hours and a quality grade

point average of 3.5 with no grade below a C.

Grant funds

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

PALMER - Michael Lin-
ton, the new owner of Linton
Septic, is charting an exciting
course for his family’s long-es-
tablished business.

The company, founded in
1981 by his parents, Barry and
Colleen Linton, has been a con-
stant in the Ludlow area for over
four decades. Michael, who
grew up working alongside his
parents, has always had a deep
connection to the business and
is now taking it to new heights.

Linton Septic’s origins date
back to when Barry Linton bid
on the Ludlow trash contract,
initially offering trash hauling
services. Over time, the com-
pany evolved into a full-service
septic pumping business, with
Barry managing the physical
work and Colleen handling all
the administrative tasks.

Linton worked weekends

Linton family specializes in
everything from parties and septic

and summers alongside his par-
ents, learning the ins and outs
of the industry. However, at a
pivotal point in his life, Bar-
ry Linton encouraged Michael
to pursue other opportunities,
leading him to start his own
venture, Michael’s Party Rent-
als, 25 years ago.

The business, based in
Palmer, has grown steadily over
the years. But after his parents’
retirement last year, Linton de-
cided to take the reins of Lin-
ton Septic, a decision that felt
like a natural next step for him.
Already owning real estate in
Palmer with his Party Rental
Business, he combined the two
offices into one and runs them
both from his Palmer office.

Despite initial concerns
from his parents about over-
burdening him with both busi-
nesses, Michael knew it was the
right time.

“I’'ve always known that
one day I'd take over the busi-

dation they built is incredibly
strong, and I want to continue
growing it to new levels.”

Since acquiring Linton
Septic, Linton has already be-
gun expanding its reach, taking
advantage of the skills he honed
in running his party rental busi-
ness.

In 2024, Linton Septic is
on track to service more homes
than ever before, with an ex-
panded service area that now
spans from Huntington to Ox-
ford, Hadley to Rutland, and
even into Connecticut. Linton’s
focus is on improving service
speed, a commitment he em-
phasizes by offering a maxi-
mum two-week wait for service
appointments, with plans to re-
duce that to just one week.

“I want our customers
to know that when they call
us, we’re going to get to them
quickly,” Linton said. “There
are other companies that take
longer, but we pride ourselves

cient.”

Additionally, Linton Septic
has undergone a digital trans-
formation. The company now
boasts a fully functioning web-
site at lintonseptic.com, making
it easier for customers to access
information and schedule ser-
vices online. The company has
also modernized its payment
system, offering credit card
transactions and the option to
email receipts, eliminating the
need for paper mail.

Looking ahead, Linton is
working on expanding Linton
Septic’s capabilities even fur-
ther. One of his goals for 2025
is to achieve Title V Certifica-
tion, which is crucial for com-
panies providing septic system
services in Massachusetts. Title
V is a state regulation that en-
sures septic systems are func-
tioning properly and are up to
code, offering an added layer of
trust for customers.

“Becoming Title V certi-

ness,”’

Linton said. “The foun-

on being responsive and effi-

fied will allow us to offer even

more comprehensive services
and demonstrate our commit-
ment to quality,” Linton says.

His parents, Barry and Col-
leen, are thrilled to see their
son taking the business to new
heights. Linton talks of how
proud his parents are with his
decision to continue to build the
family business they worked so
hard to cultivate.

For Linton, the future is
bright. He’s eager to continue
building on the strong founda-
tion laid by his parents while
growing both Linton Septic and
Michael’s Party Rentals. “It’s a
lot of work, but I wouldn’t have
it any other way,” he says. “I'm
excited for what’s ahead.”

Linton Septic, with its rich
history and promising future
under Linton’s leadership, is set
to continue serving the Palmer/
Ludlow area and beyond for
many years to come.

awarded to Monson
for recycling

MONSON— State Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr.
(D- SPRINGFIELD), is pleased to announce that the
Department of Environmental Protection’s Sustainable
Materials Recovery Program has awarded the Town of
Monson a $2,100 grant through the Recycling Divi-
dends Program.

“I am pleased that Monson will be able to continue
to maximize their recycling and waste reduction efforts
as they work toward a healthier and sustainable envi-
ronment for their residents through the continued sup-
port of the DEP and the Legislature,” stated Puppolo.

The Recycling Dividends Program recognizes
municipalities that have implemented policies and
programs proven to maximize materials reuse and re-
cycling, as well as waste reduction. Communities that
receive this funding must reinvest in their own munici-
pal recycling efforts.

MassDEP’s SMRP program provides funding for
recycling, composting, reuse and source reduction ac-
tivities that will reduce the amount of waste disposed of
in landfills and incinerators. Waste prevention and recy-
cling reduce greenhouse gas emissions by capturing the
embodied energy in everyday products and packaging
waste and converting it into new products.

Palmer DVTF chosen as

Country Bank organization of the month

PALMER—The Palmer Do-
mestic Violence Task Force is very
excited to have been chosen to set
up a table for the month of Decem-
ber, at Country Bank for Savings,
1485 Main Street, Palmer location.

Each month the bank picks
a business or organization with-
in the community to highlight.
“Although October is technical-
ly Domestic Violence Awareness
month, domestic violence happens
throughout the year,” shared Crys-
tal Rondeau, Palmer Domestic Vi-
olence Task Force Coordinator.

Rondeau went on to share that
nationally the rate of reported do-
mestic violence incidents reported
are 20% higher in the month of
December, as compared to the oth-

er months of the year.

Rondeau states that over the
past seven years of working in
the field of domestic violence she
has witnessed many victims stay
in dangerous situations to enable
their children to have Christmas.
Or if they do leave, their biggest
concern is their kids’ Christmas
being ruined.

In response, Rondeau and
other community members have
played Santa for these children by
adopting them.

Rondeau went on to explain
that many programs such as San-
ta’s Elves of Palmer, Toys for Tots,
etc help many however they have a
cut off date to sign up.

Very often those dates have

passed when the Domestic Vio-
lence Survivor finally has the cour-
age to leave.

Since taking over the Palm-
er DVTF nearly three years ago,
Rondeau reports that she has used
the task force’s Facebook page to
ask followers to consider adopting
the children of the Palmer Survi-
vors that fall into this situation;
which they have done.

Crystal M. Rondeau stands in
front of the table setup in the
Palmer Country Bank.

Submitted photo

Veterans lunch friends

Phil Christensen,
105 and Joseph
Berthiaume

104 enjoy lunch
at Amvets
Veteran’s Prime
Rib Lunch on
Dec. 13.

Photo by Estelle
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Behavioral Health Network | bhninc.org

If you or someone you know could benefit
from methadone treatment... Help is here.

MOBILE METHADONE PROGRAM

15 BANK STREET, WARE | (413) 272-1333

Located in parking area behind building

Intake Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 7am - 10am
Dosing Hours: Monday - Friday, 7am - 10am

Confidential Services and Counseling Available




PAGE 4

December 26, 2024

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Have I saved Social
Security money by
claiming at 627

Dear Rusty:

I had to start collecting Social Security at
62 and I am 75 now.

I believe that in the last 13 years I have
saved Social Security money, so I do not know
why I cannot draw my full benefits now.

If T had started drawing at 65 at $1,200 per
month, then I would have drawn $16,400 per
year. Instead, I got $680 per month from 62 to
75 or $8,160 per year or about $106,000 over
13 years. Compare that to the age 65 amount
of $14,400 per year for 10 years, which is
$144,000. So, by claiming at 62, at age 75 1
have saved the government over $38,000. It
would make seniors lives so much easier if they
could draw full Social Security at 75 years old,
after getting only part of their SS.

Signed: Second-guessing

Dear Second-guessing:

The difference between benefits claimed
at various ages causes many to reflect, as you
have done, about what might have been had
you waited longer to claim. But there is an er-
ror in your calculations. If your age 62 monthly
benefit is $680, your age 65 monthly benefit
would have been about $845, not $1,200. Thus,
at 75 you would have collected about $101,400
by claiming at 65, vs. the $106,000 you have
received by claiming at age 62. In other words,
you still would not have broken even had you
claimed at age 65.

Social Security says that it doesn’t matter
when you claim they say that if you claim early
your payments will be less, but you’ll get more
of them. Where SSA’s argument falls apart is
when life expectancy is longer. Our experience
is that if you wait until your Full Retirement
Age to claim, which is age 66 in your case vs.
claiming at age 62, you will collect the same
amount of total money at about age 78.

In other words, the “breakeven age” for
waiting until FRA to claim is about 78. So, you
will reach your personal “breakeven age” in
about 2 %2 years, at age 78). And this is precise-
ly why we encourage everyone to understand
their life expectancy when deciding when to
claim Social Security those who expect to live
longer will, indeed, get more SS money if they
delay claiming.

Your benefit is determined by your age
when you claim and if you claim before your
FRA your monthly amount is permanently
reduced. If you claimed at age 62 and your
monthly amount was $680, then in the four
years until you reached age 66, your FRA, you
would have received about $32,640. If you had,
instead, waited until your FRA to claim, your
benefit at age 66 would have been about $906/
month. Collecting $906/month (at 66) vs. $680/
month (at 62) would make your breakeven age
about 78. If you claimed at age 65 instead of
62, your breakeven age would have been about
a year earlier (77).

So, have you saved Social Security mon-
ey? Up to this point, you have not. Since you
claimed at age 62, you have collected about
$680/month for 13 years until you were 75 (or
about $106,000). If you had waited until age
65 to claim you would have, instead, collect-
ed about $101,400 — in other words you have
received more, so far, by claiming at age 62.
But that will change when you reach 77, your
breakeven age, had you claimed at 65). Starting
at age 77, you will have received less in cumu-
lative lifetime benefits because you claimed at
age 62.

Which, again, is why — at the AMAC
Foundation’s Social Security Advisory Ser-
vice — we encourage everyone to consider life
expectancy when deciding when to take Social
Security. Of course there are other factors too,
not the least of which is financial need, but life
expectancy is key. And since the benefit you get
when you claim is permanent except for annual
Cost of Living Adjustments, deciding when to
claim Social Security is a decision which af-
fects a lifetime.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or
any other governmental entity. This article is
intended for information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS

As a free service for our readers, we will print all births,
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone
news for The Journal Register, please email journalregister@
turley.com.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

A Christmas
card gardening question

y long-time friend Jane sent a
column request via her Christ-
mas card!

“I still read your columns, Rober-
ta. I like the folksy way you write! Can
you please provide
some tips on keep-
ing my Poinsettia

healthy?”
So, out of the
archives comes

this column, de-
voted to Jane and
you guessed it, the
poinsettia.

Every Christ-
mas the poinsettia
takes the stage, front and center, in gro-
cery and box store displays. The deep red
bracts lure buyers to make them part of
their holiday decorating.

Pretty? For sure, but without proper
care, the plant won’t have a chance past
New Year’s Day.

Let’s learn what we can do to keep
this favorite looking its best throughout
the holiday season and then some.

It’s important that you start off with
a healthy plant. Choose a poinsettia with
dark green foliage all the way to the soil
line. Color should completely cover the
bracts on the upper portion of the plant.

Avoid plants whose flowers (located
in the center of the bracts) show pollen.
If pollen is evident, the plant is old.

Be wary of those that are displayed
in plastic or paper sleeves or even those
that are elbow to elbow. Poinsettias need
room to spread out, and the longer they
are cramped, the more likely it is that
their quality will be impacted.

Wilted plants are also best avoided,
as this may indicate more than dry soil
alone.

Poinsettias are cold sensitive. I was
aghast when an out of town florist deliv-
ered these to me without a proper cov-
ering!

Temperatures under 50 degrees for
even a few minutes can damage the plant.
Therefore, insert into a bag or protective
sleeve for the ride home from the store
and do not leave in an unheated car while
you run other errands!

Once home, position the poinsettia
in a location where it will receive in-
direct light for at least six hours a day.
Avoid drafts, warm or cold, and place far
enough away from windows to prevent
the foliage from touching cold glass.

Chances are if you are comfortable
inside, your poinsettia will be as well.
Temperatures from 65-70 degrees during
the day to around 55 at night will extend
its life.

Check the plant often to see if it
needs water. If the soil is dry, water until
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Week in History Dec. 25

REGION - A look back through
history at the momentous anniversaries
this week.

On Dec. 25, in 1066, William I was
crowned King of England at the end of
the Norman Conquest.

On Dec. 26, in 2004, an earthquake
shook the Indian Ocean floor near the
island of Sumatra and triggered a tsuna-
mi that affected areas from Thailand to
Africa and killed over 200,000 people.

On Dec. 27, in 1571, Johannes Ke-
pler, the German astronomer who dis-
covered the three major laws of plane-
tary motion, was born.

On Dec. 28, in 1734, the outlaw
Rob Roy MacGregor, known as the
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droplets leak through the drainage holes
in the pot. Saucers shouldn’t accumulate
water. Dump the excess out after each
watering so the plant won’t reabsorb it
and become waterlogged.

Soil that re-
mains soaking
wet is likely to
cause root rot. A
visual indication
of this irreversible
disease is curled,
wilting  foliage
and bracts. Hold
off on fertilizing
the plant while it
is in bloom.

It’s unfortunate that few people keep
their poinsettias past the holiday season.
My mom tries for repeat bloom each year
with varying degrees of success. This
year, some bracts are just starting to turn
red!

Here’s what to do if you’d like to
try it: In early April cut back the plant
to eight inches. Fertilize with an all pur-
pose houseplant fertilizer once a month.

New growth should appear by the
end of May. After the danger of frost has
passed, move the plant outdoors. Contin-
ue to water but increase fertilization to
every two weeks.

Pinch plants in late June or early
July to promote bushy growth. At this
time you may also wish to repot the poin-
settia. Select a pot one size larger, filling
around the root ball with a good potting
soil.

Bring the plant indoors as tempera-
tures fall.

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and
long nights of uninterrupted darkness
encourage it to bloom. In greenhouses,
growers go to great lengths to withhold
light, as even small amounts can delay or
stop the plant from setting bud.

At home, putting the plant in the
closet for 14 hours each night is your
best bet. Most people get on a 5p.m.-8
a.m. schedule beginning on Oct. 1 and
continue it for eight-10 weeks until color
shows on the bracts.

Night temperatures should be no
higher than 70 degrees or flowering may
be delayed.

Regardless of whether you enjoy the
poinsettia for the season or longer, may
its colorful bracts brighten your holiday!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 33
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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William |
of England
was
crowned
King of
England
on Dec. 25,
1066.

Scottish Robin Hood, died in his home
in the village of Balquhidder, after an
illness brought on by age and a harsh
winter.

On Dec. 29, in 1845, the Republic
of Texas was annexed with approval by
U.S. Congress, sparking the Mexican
American War.

On Dec. 30, in 1916, Russian mys-
tic Grigori Rasputin was murdered in an
effort to halt his influence over Empress
Alexandra and the royal family.

Finally, on Dec. 31, in 1775, Amer-
ican troops under General Richard
Montgomery and Colonel Benedict Ar-
nold were defeated by the British in the
Battle of Quebec.

Vour
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

The outlook for
health in 2025

As we embark on 2025, the health-care industry,
providers and patients should be prepared for a lot of
innovation, and not a little bit of uncertainty. Here are
some of the trends people are talking about.

Wellness, not just the avoidance of illness

Millennials, those born between 1981and 1996, are
entering middle age with a focus on wellness, which
they are passing along to their children. Wellness is a
daily, active pursuit for millennials. They are eating
healthier and exercising more than previous genera-
tions. They smoke less. Almost half consider healthy
eating a lifestyle choice as opposed to a goal-driven
diet. They value family and togetherness.

Besides healthy eating and exercise, wellness in-
volves activities like digital detoxing, sleeping better,
using mindfulness practices, purposeful travel and
work-life balance.

The technological revolution continues

Wearables (fitness trackers, sleep monitors and the
like) help us track our wellness activities, and they will
remain popular in the coming year, but there’s so much
more to health-care technology.

For example, artificial intelligence (Al) is being
improved in order to deliver pinpoint treatments, more
accurately read test results and diagnose illnesses. In-
novations in 3D printing will let clinicians “print” cus-
tomized joint replacements and implants for patients.

Telehealth and virtual health-care assistants are
making care more accessible to more people. Compa-
nies like Target provide virtual health care to all their
employees, regardless of whether they are eligible for
health insurance.

More weight-loss drugs and coverage

Health-care costs are expected to rise about 8
percent in 2025, driven largely by wider use of GLP-
1 drugs (such as Mounjaro, Wegovy and Ozempic) to
treat obesity and diabetes. One report by financial re-
search companies Morningstar and PitchBook predict-
ed that the GLP-1 market will hit $200 billion by 2031
and that 16 new obesity drugs could emerge within the
next five years.

While some insurers are dropping coverage for
GLP-1 drugs when prescribed for obesity, more than a
quarter of employers are considering adding coverage
in 2025 or 2026, according to a national survey con-
ducted by Mercer, the human resources consulting firm.

If your employer is one of those, you can expect
your insurance premiums to increase. On the other
hand, losing weight and controlling diabetes is likely
to improve your overall health, so it might be a good
investment.

Changes on the pharma front

Drug prices are expected to increase by nearly 4
percent in 2025. However, the 2022 Inflation Reduc-
tion Act brought several welcome changes for people
on Medicare.

Starting in 2025, all Medicare Part D prescription
drug plans will have an annual out-of-pocket cap of
$2,000. After reaching this cap, members will not have
to pay additional costs for the rest of the year. The act
also capped covered insulin products at $35 a month
and provides free recommended vaccines, such as for
shingles and RSV.

Meanwhile, the pharmaceutical industry is expect-
ed to launch nearly 70 new therapeutics in 2025, many
of which are expected to improve treatments for partic-
ular cancers and autoimmune diseases, as well as some
rare conditions.

Changes in U.S. health administration
With a new administration in charge, questions
abound about health care.

If Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is confirmed as secretary
of Health and Human Services, how might that change
U.S. public health policies? Under the Inflation Re-
duction Act, Medicare was authorized to negotiate the
prices of 10 popular but expensive drugs with manufac-
turers. Will that process continue or be curtailed under
a new administration?

Stay tuned!
And Happy New Year to All.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advocate, is the founder of
Northshore Patient Advocates LLC (NShore). She is
also founder and CEO of Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur,
which trains medical professionals to become success-
ful  private  patient
advocates. Teri offers
a free phone consul-
tation to newspaper
readers as well as to
nurses interested in
becoming advocates.
Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com.
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the editor
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Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or
less in length, and guest
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned
Or anonymous opinions
will be published. We
require that the person
submitting the opinion
also include his or her
town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication.
We reserve the right

to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal
attacks, or defamation of
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.,

Palmer MA 01069,

or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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Palmer Senior Center

PALMER— The Palmer Senior
Center, 1029 Central St., has many activ-
ities for seniors Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more infor-

mation or to reserve a meal please call
413-283-2670.

Special events January:

Wednesday, Jan. 1 — Center is
closed

Friday, Jan. 3- Showing 12:30 p.m.
movie “A Little Bit of Heaven”

Monday, Jan. 6- 10:30 a.m. Ther-
apy dog

Tuesday, Jan. 7- noon Lunch bunch
China House in Palmer

Wednesday, Jan. 8- 1 p.m. Wii
Bowling

Thursday, Jan. 9- 10 a.m. Tai Chi,
1 p.m. Sunshine village craft

Friday, Jan. 10- 11:30 a.m. Dan
Lynch writing group informational, 1-3
p.m. Brown Bag pick-up

Monday, Jan. 13- 1 p.m. Bake and
Take

Tuesday, Jan. 14- 10:30 a.m. Trip
to McKinstry Market Garden. They ac-
cept SNAP.

Thursday, Jan. 16- 11 am. to 1
p-m. Memory Café Ben and Ed show

Monday, Jan 20- Center is closed

Wednesday, Jan 22- 1 p.m. Wii
Bowling

Thursday, Jan. 23- 10 a.m. Tai Chi,
1 p.m. Sunshine Village Paint

Friday, Jan. 24- 12:30 p.m. show-
ing a movie “Instant Family”

Monday, Jan. 27- 10:30 a.m. Mar-
athon Bingo

Wednesday,
style trivia

Friday, Jan. 31- 1 p.m. Wii Wheel
of Fortune

Jan. 29- Jeopardy

Breakfast is served every Tuesday
and Thursday at 9:15 a.m. and is $3.
Lunch is served every Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday from 11 a.m. to noon
and a suggested donation is $2. Please
call before 10 a.m. the day before to re-
serve a meal at 413-283-2670. Individu-
als must sign up for breakfast, otherwise
a meal will not be ordered for them.

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER
Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF

Retail Prices

Wednesday, Jan. 1- Center is
closed

Thursday, Jan. 2- Chef’s choice

Friday, Jan. 3- Hotdog with bun,
potato salad, baked beans and ketchup,
Jello with topping

Monday, Jan. 6- Breakfast sausage,
scrambled eggs, potatoes o’brien, cran-
berry snack loaf and spiced apples.

Tuesday, Jan. 7- Ham, egg and
cheese croissant.

Wednesday, Jan. 8- Ham and
swiss, mayo, coleslaw, chicken veggie
soup, club roll and mixed fruit.

Thursday, Jan.9- Cinnamon buns

Friday, Jan. 10- Spaghetti and
meatballs, tossed salad with ranch, garlic
bread, mixed fruit.

Monday, Jan. 13- Mac and Cheese,
stewed tomatoes, WW bread, cranberry
juice, Jello with topping.

Tuesday, Jan. 14- Egg, sausage and
cheese croissant

Wednesday, Jan. 15- crab cake
with tartar, steamed corn, coleslaw,
whole wheat bread and chilled peaches

Thursday, Jan. 16- Egg, bacon and
cheese croissant.

Friday, Jan. 17- Chicken Marsala,
tossed salad with Italian, penne pasta,
garlic bread, mixed fruit

Monday, Jan. 20- Center is closed.

Tuesday, Jan. 21- Chef’s choice.

Wednesday, Jan. 22- Shepherd’s
pie, steamed peas, mashed potato top-
ping, 12 grain bread, spiced peaches.

Thursday, Jan. 23- Waffles and
Sausage

Friday, Jan. 24- BBQ pulled pork,
broccoli slaw, half baked sweet potato,
WW burger bun, birthday cake.

Monday, Jan. 27- Beef stew with
carrots and peas, mashed potatoes, wheat
roll, Jello with topping.

Tuesday, Jan. 28- Egg, bacon and
cheese croissant

Wednesday, Jan. 29- Jamaican jerk
chicken, collared greens, coconut rice,
oatnut bread, mixed fruit.

Thursday, Jan. 30- Egg, sausage
and cheese on a roll

Friday, Jan. 31- Beef Stroganoff,
brussels sprouts, egg noo-
dles, Italian bread and a
cookie

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at

the Palmer Public
Library, here to
help you meet your

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Professional And Educational Goals

TUTORS
NEEDED

For English Language Learners,

English, Writing & Math

Meet Your

HiSet Tutors:

educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook! °

Computer
Security Class

o Basic Computer Use —

o Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning

o GED/HiSET Preparation

o Reading, Writing, Math

o Citizenship Exam

o SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep
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Contact Us
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Second Chance expands Project Keep Me

EAST BROOKFIELD—
Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices is proud to announce the
expansion of its groundbreaking
Project Keep Me program to in-
clude services for veterans seek-
ing in-patient treatment. Since
its inception, Project Keep Me
has provided temporary housing
for the beloved pets of domes-
tic violence survivors, allowing
individuals to prioritize their
safety while knowing their pets
are well cared for. With this new
addition, Project Keep Me will
now support veterans undergo-
ing in-patient care, offering a
lifeline for those who may strug-
gle to find accommodations for
their pets during critical treat-

ment periods.

“Project Keep Me has been
a vital resource for survivors of
domestic violence, and we’re
thrilled to now offer this support
to veterans as well,” said Sher-
yl Blancato, CEO and founder
of Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices. “Expanding the program
to include veterans means we
can help keep veterans and their
pets together, allowing them to
focus on healing and recovery.”

For veterans facing the dif-
ficult decision to seek in-patient
treatment, Project Keep Me pro-
vides a solution to ensure the
safety and well-being of their
pets, allowing them to focus ful-
ly on recovery. Pets enrolled in

the program will receive tempo-
rary housing, food, and medical
care as needed, with support ex-
tending up to 90 days. This tem-
porary arrangement not only eas-
es the burden on pet owners but
also reinforces the importance of
pets as a source of comfort and
companionship during recovery.

“Veterans who need in-pa-
tient treatment are often unable
to access the resources they need
because they have no safe place
to board their pets,” said Blanca-
to. “We’re committed to making
sure that neither survivors nor
veterans have to choose between
their own health and the safety
of their beloved pets.”

Since launching, Project

Keep Me has served as a lifeline
for domestic violence survivors,
and with the addition of veteran
support, Second Chance aims to
extend this critical assistance to
even more individuals in need.
As demand for services grows,
Second Chance is seeking sup-
port to help fund and expand the
program further. Second Chance
invites community members,
businesses, and philanthropic
partners to support Project Keep
Me through donations. For more
information about Project Keep
Me or to support this initiative,
visit www.secondchanceani-
mals.org/project-keep-me/.
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sional development opportuni-
ties for teachers and instruction-
al aids.

“We’re very excited to part-
ner with the May Institute on
this endeavor,” Watts said, “and
we’re very grateful for the grant
from the state.”

Watts reported that the
high school has also received a
grant for Project Lead the Way,
amounting to $10,000. This
grant is to launch an engineering
pathway at the high school.

“Hopefully, we will be able
to also receive another grant
through the One8 Foundation,”
Watts said, “but this grant is spe-
cifically from ProjectLeadThe-
Way.org itself, and it’s a starter
grant.”

“What we’ve done at the
other schools is we’ve applied
for expansion grants, so we’ve
already told them that that is our
intention,” Watts added. “Hope-
fully, with their support, we’re
going to be able to build that
program out over four years as
we’ve discussed before.”

Watts announced an update
to the report card system.

“Starting semester two, all
district report cards will be dis-
tributed electronically to stu-
dents,” Watts announced. “This
switch is cost-effective, and it’s
eco-friendly.”

Watts emphasized that fam-
ilies can request a hard copy of
the report card if they prefer,
but that switching to digital will
save the district money on post-
age, which can be up to $1,000
per school.

“We did a test run,” Watts
said. “Some of us that have kids

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each
advertiser is re-
quested to check
their  advertise-
ment the first time
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paper will not be
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more than one
corrected inser-
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in the district had them send it to
us. It was so easy to just click on
it and it just pops up, it couldn’t
be easier.”

Watts talked about the dis-
trict’s work to expand learning
beyond the classroom and out-
side the school and to bring the
community into the school.

“The whole eighth grade
civics class went to the Armory
in Springfield,” Watts said.
“They went over a period of two
days, and they had a great time.
It was very interactive, so they
really enjoyed it.”

The day of the meeting,
the high school’s Community
Service Club visited the Senior
Center, which was expanded
on in the Student Representa-
tive Report. That same day, the
VIP Life Skills class visited the
Holyoke Mall.

“They had a wonderful
experience there,” Watts said.
“They were able to interact with
the community and purchase
items, control their money — or
not — and they really had a won-
derful time.”

Watts talked about Project
351, which is a statewide project
where one student from all 351
towns and cities in the common-
wealth is selected to participate
in a community service project.

“This year, Mason Murphy
was selected as our person,’
Watts said. “I’m sure in the next
months we’ll hear more about
what he’s planning to do, but it’s
very exciting and we congratu-
late him.”

Watts described a trip tak-
en by the preschool students
and their families to the Ket
Tree Farm, where the students
tagged trees that were then sold

Saturday, December 28th
8pm-11pm

After Party

to homes around the area.

“The people that bought the
trees were able to take pictures
of the decorated tree and then
send the pictures back to the pre-
school students,” Watts said. “So
far, the furthest family away that
has a tree that has responded was
from Medford, MA, so that’s
pretty cool.”

Watts also talked about the
Hour of Code for the first and
fourth grade, which was hosted
by Liberty Mutual and facilitat-
ed by Rachel Jagadowski. “We
hope to expand this program
next year,” Watts said.

The Achieve, Contribute,
and Thrive Life Skills program’s
holiday gathering was also held
last week.

“Students created their own
decorations, they cooked and
baked a variety of international
dishes, and selected the music
for the event,” Watts said. “I was
able to go, the food was amaz-
ing, so shout out to them, they
did a great job.”

Watts reminded the com-
mittee about the upcoming trip
to Spain in 2026.

“Sign-ups are now open
for this experience of a lifetime,
so we want to remind families
that  are

the Early Childhood Center’s
holiday concert, with over 300
people in attendance. She then
updated the committee on the
trout eggs project.

“Trout eggs have arrived
at Granite Valley, and they are
thriving in their big tank,” Watts
said. “Grade Four works with
the maintenance and having the
trout eggs flourish, and then
they wind up releasing the eggs
behind the police station in the
spring. It’s part of their science
curriculum and it’s a lot of fun,
so they’re looking forward to
that.”

The Class of 2025 has
scheduled a fundraiser for their
class at Main Street Tavern on
Thursday, Jan. 2.

“I always like any reason
not to cook, so come join me
there,” Watts said.

Watts concluded her presen-
tation by reminding the commit-
tee that the schools will be on
holiday break from the end of
the school day on Dec. 21 until
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025.

“We wish everybody a
beautiful holiday season and
look forward to seeing every-
body in 2025,” Watts said.
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Behavioral Health Network announces new additions to Executive Leadership Team

SPRINGFIELD — Behavioral
Health Network, Inc. has announced
two new members of its Executive
Leadership Team, Anthony Boswell
and Sigfredo Irizarry.

Anthony Boswell joined BHN
as Senior Vice President in October.
In this role, he will provide strategic
leadership across multiple service
lines and play an instrumental role
in shaping the organization’s future
direction. With extensive experi-
ence in mental health leadership,
Boswell’s expertise will be key in
advancing BHN’s mission and ex-
panding its impact in the commu-

nity.

Prior to joining BHN, Boswell
served as CEO of LevinThor, LLC,
a consulting firm specializing in
management, leadership, and edu-
cation. He has also held senior lead-
ership positions at mental health
organizations in Springfield, MA,
New Orleans, LA, and Washington,
DC, further enhancing his diverse
experience in the sector.

Boswell attended the Unit-
ed States Air Force Academy and
earned a B.A. from Stony Brook
University, a Master of Education
in Organizational Leadership from

the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, and a Juris Doctor
from the University of Pennsylvania
Carey Law School.

Sigfredo Irizarry joined BHN
in November as Vice President of
Performance Improvement, Appli-
cations & Data Analytics. In this
position, Irizarry will lead efforts to
enhance performance improvement
initiatives across the organization,
focusing on optimizing applications
and leveraging data analytics to im-
prove service delivery. His strategic
vision and leadership will play a
key role in the company’s continued

success and operational efficiency.

With 30 years of experience in
IT, Irizarry specializes in IT leader-
ship, system information, business
continuity, cybersecurity, and pro-
cess automation. He is an accom-
plished IT executive, adept at lead-
ing diverse teams and developing
sustainable IT strategies. Irizarry
has extensive experience in manag-
ing technical teams, complex sys-
tem migrations, and cyber security
efforts to mitigate risks.

Currently pursuing a Bach-
elor of Science in Cybersecurity
from Purdue University, Irizarry

is enrolled in the CISSP Track. He
also holds a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration and Man-
agement from the International In-
stitute of The Americas.

Steve Winn, President and
CEO of BHN, stated, “We are ex-
cited to welcome Tony and Sigfredo
to our Executive Leadership Team.
Their experience and leadership
will be key in driving our strategic
vision and enhancing the quality of
services we provide. These appoint-
ments demonstrate our commitment
to strengthening BHN’s leadership
and advancing our mission to de-

liver exceptional behavioral health
services.”

BHN has been providing be-
havioral health services to children
and families in Western Massachu-
setts since 1938. The agency pro-
vides community-based services
that include innovative, integrated
whole-health models as well as tra-
ditional clinical and outpatient and
therapeutic services, day treatment,
addiction services, crisis interven-
tion and residential supports.

Protesters gathered outside the Palmer Public Library to criticize the DOT’s direction.

STATION 1 from page 1

Steaming Tender Restaurant as a
potential site for the station.

“Very early in our process we
identified what we refer to as the re-
quirements for rail infrastructure,”
Koziol said.

Koziol explained that the de-
signs require a high-level, 800-foot
platform to allow for level boarding
on all coaches. There will also need
to be about 1,775 feet of an adjacent
track.

Koziol said that this is compli-
cated by the properties near Steam-
ing Tender, citing the CSX yard
across from the tracks.

“Part of that is the CSX yard
right across from tracks,” Koziol
said, “then the horizontal width be-
neath the South Main Street bridge.
Not only would the bridge have to

The proposed rail will stretch East to West from Boston to Albany, and con-
nect to the North/South line that runs through Springfield.

be reconstructed, but this particular
layout would require purchasing
several properties, which would
make that not feasible.”

MAKE
AT HOME!

Begin a new journey of happy and
healthy living at Cedarbrook Village.

DISCOVER YOUR COMMUNITY!

This was countered by Blake
Lamothe, the owner of Steaming
Tender, who argued at the meeting
that another proposal could fit in

Our Assisted Living program meets the individual
needs and preferences of each resident to support and
preserve independence and enhance quality of life.

The care you need for the life you want.

Call 413-758-5377 to schedule a visit!

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

Cedarbrook o~ Village

at Ware

An Everbrook Senior Living Community

73 South Street * Ware, Massachusetts 01082 « cedarbrookvillage.com

Scarlet Lamothe held a sign advo-
cating for a direction for the rail
project.

the space provided by the restau-
rant and would be a better use of the
town’s assets.

“News stations are categoriz-
ing it a Category Four with Amtrak,
which means they want to build
these big long platforms,” Lam-
othe said. “We could have gone un-
der Category Two or Three, which
would allow us to use the existing
structure for the station stop.”

Another concern Lamothe
voiced was for the central corridor
passage coalition. He said that com-
bining a North/South line with the
East/West station would allow pas-
senger service up to Montreal, and
would trigger growth and overnight
stays in the center of town.

“By managing assets, what you

Chief among the protesters’ concerns was that the station would be placed
too far from downtown to bolster economic development.

can do is put a couple million dol-
lars into an existing station and de-
velop a North/
South line

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Enjoy your old favorites with
some new touches
Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates «

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175
www.roadhouse.cafe.net

along with the
East/West line
and take the
money to put
into town to up-
grade parking
lots, infrastruc-
ture, sidewalks,
and the stuff
we need to get
good, healthy
growth down-
town  again,’
Lamothe said.

T h e
amount of peo-
ple in town
who are go-
ing to take the

train are minimal,” Lamothe said,
“so you’ve got to create economic
growth here.”

Koziol agreed with Lamothe
that a station far from the town cen-
ter would not be ideal for economic
growth, and mentioned it as a focus
for the project.

“The general sentiment is that
having the meeting station as close
to downtown is desirable, we’ve
heard that repeated several times
through multiple mediums,” Koziol
said.

This project is currently ongo-
ing, with the first route currently
in the works. Koziol said that the
team is going to use the feedback
its received to hone in on a site that
is both feasible to DOT and sup-
ported by the community, at which
point the project team will be able
to work on a conceptual design for

the station.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

“Along the way, there
will be supportive plan-
ning activities to plan for
things like various mo-
bility options — like a bus
service that can serve the
station to bring additional
passengers,” Koziol said.
“We’ll be looking at en-
vironmental constraints
and preparing ourselves
to go after federal funds.
We’re really not getting
involved in those quite
yet, but setting the stage
in background data anal-
ysis.”

An informal meet-
ing with the public con-
cerning the station is
scheduled for Monday,
Jan. 27, from 6-8 p.m.
You can continue to send
your feedback to DOT
by sending an email to
Andrew.M.Koziol@dot.
state.ma.us.

Merry Christmas &
Happy Holidays from
all of us at Farmer Matt’s

Wishing you and your loved ones a season full of
joy, warmth, and delicious meals.

Make the most of this holiday season by signing
up for our weekly email to receive exclusive
email-only offers and updates.

FREE PACKAGE OF GROUND BEEF when you
sigh up by the end of the year.

Visit FarmerMatt.com to join today.

860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA
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BASKETBALL

Offense

struggles
In opener

MONSON - Last Tuesday night, Monson
High School girls basketball fell to Wahconah
63-29. The offense struggled for the Mustangs
as they were not able get any momentum go-
ing. Olivia Chrzan was the exception as she
scored 21 of the Mustangs’ 29 points. Monson
is 0-2 to start the season. They are next in ac-
tion on Dec. 27 against Hampshire Regional

at7 p.m.

Carli Zielinski
tries to block a
pass.

BASKETBALL

www.sports.turley.com

Pioneers
jump out
to a good
start

Greenly Lagimoniere
attempts a
three-pointer.

Ciara Green reaches out to grab a rebound.

Emma Bannon stops the progress of an opponent.

Emma Bannon

Olivia Chrzan makes her way up the court.

PALMER - Last Monday
and Wednesday, Pathfinder
girls basketball was able to
put up a pair of wins to get its
season started. Last Monday
night, the Pioneers opened
up the year with PVCIC, de-
feating the visitors 36-12.
Their defense was excellent
throughout the game though
it took some time for the of-
fense to get moving. Desiree
Croteau had 15 points to lead
all scorers. The Pioneers de-
feated Duggan 49-27 on Dec.
18 and are back in action Dec.
27 against Smith Academy at
6 p.m.

the perimeter.

Desiree Croteau makes a pass along

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Turley photos by
Sofia DiGrande

Megan Clark approaches the basket for a layup.

passes on the Hylia Ellis starts
run. a play for the
Mustangs.
BASKETBALL

Palmer falls in road game

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Dylan Doherty shoots from the free  Taydem Haley flies for the basket.

throw line.

GRANBY - Last Monday night, son, holding on for a 57-51 win over
Granby High School boys basketball =~ Palmer. The Panthers kept the game
grabbed its second win of the sea- close throughout, but Granby was

Gavin Smola shoots in pressure.

able to hold its lead late in the game,
not allowing the Panthers to grab a
lead. The Panthers suffered their first

range jump shot.

Stephen Fredette gets the mid-

loss of the season while Granby im-
proved to 2-0. In the defeat, Stephen
Fredette led Palmer with 11 points.

Addison Doktor goes for a put-back.

ICE HOCKEY

Hurricanes battle to

draw with

AMHERST - After a tough
loss against Greenfield to open the
season, Amherst hockey, which
co-ops with Pathfinder, had its first
matchup with Chicopee, another
co-op program. The two teams

Chicopee

ended up in a 2-2 tie. Nate Desbi-
en and Eric Chen had the goals for
the Hurricanes. Chicopee got two
goals from Jake Fournier. Amherst
is 0-1-1 to start the year while Chi-
copee is 1-0-1 to start the season.
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Pathfinder gets in early hole, falls to PVCA

Dustyn Cook goes for the shot
with pressure underneath the
hoop.

PALMER - Last Monday night, Path-
finder found itself in 14-2 deficit very early,
and the Pioneer Valley Christian Academy

Gayden Bousquet runs into
traffic in the paint.

rode that to a 49-37 win over Pathfinder.
While Pathfinder was able to muster some
more offense in the middle of the game,

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Matthew Vanasse waits for his
opponent’s jump to finish before
taking a shot.

Cassian Kowalik shoots over an
outreached defender.

PVCA finished stronger for the win. Cassian
Kowalik had 15 points while Sauri Nieves
had 11 points for the Pioneers.

T-Birds fall to Checkers on the road

SPRINGFIELD — The
Springfield Thunderbirds (12-
10-2-1) fell victim to a two-
goal comeback by the Charlotte
Checkers (15-6-1-2) last Wednes-
day night at Bojangles Coliseum
in a 4-3 defeat.

The T-Birds did themselves
no favors by taking back-to-back
penalties just four seconds apart,
resulting in 1:57 of two-man ad-
vantage time for the league's top
power play. Steve Konowalchuk's
team dug in, though, as Vadim
Zherenko and the penalty killers
did the job to survive the lengthy
threat.

Charlotte still rode the mo-
mentum from the power play to
the game's opening tally by Ol-
iver Okuliar at 4:45 of the first
period, giving the Checkers a 1-0
advantage.

After the burst from Char-

lotte, the T-Birds quickly chipped
away on the shot board. At 15:00
of the frame, Dalibor Dvorsky
brought Springfield even with his
team-leading 11th of the season,
cashing in on a rebound at the
edge of the crease and driving it
past former T-Bird Chris Driedg-
er.

The 1-1 score continued for
nearly a whole period of game
action until the T-Birds' third and
fourth units capitalized on back-
to-back shifts. Tanner Dickinson
started the scoring blitz with a
wrister from the left circle that
glanced off traffic and eluded
Driedger at 14:02 of the second
period, making it a 2-1 lead for
Springfield.

34 seconds later, Mathias La-
ferriere and Drew Callin entered
the offensive zone on a 2-on-1
and took advantage of the situa-

tion. Driedger made an initial pad
save off a Laferriere shot from
the left circle. However, the re-
bound kicked right to Callin, who
quickly deked to the forehand
and put it behind Driedger to give
the T-Birds a 3-1 advantage.

Penalties, though, continued
to throw a wrench in the T-Birds'
plans, and the Charlotte power
play finally connected in the final
minute of the second as Rasmus
Asplund redirected a Trevor Car-
rick wrist shot behind Zherenko,
chopping the lead to 3-2 at 19:21
of the middle frame.

For a second straight night,
rookie Ben Steeves provided a
clutch tying marker for Char-
lotte, taking a feed from Okuliar
in the right circle and snapping a
shot past Zherenko's stick hand
at 3:55 of the third, bringing the
game to a stalemate, 3-3.

The two teams did not gen-
erate much after the Steeves goal,
with the two clubs combining for
only eight shots in the entire third
period, and the tie score carried
into the final three minutes of the
game.

Again, discipline proved piv-
otal, as Tobias Bjornfot drew a
high-sticking double minor and
a four-minute power play for the
Checkers with 2:39 remaining.

The league's top man advan-
tage lived up to their billing in the
final minute, as Wilmer Skoog
unloaded a blistering one-time
slapper that found twine with 54
seconds left to give Charlotte the
4-3 lead. Springfield's last-ditch
efforts to tie came up empty in
the closing moments, and Char-
lotte completed the two-game
sweep of the T-Birds.

L @turleysports

[ www.turleysports.com |

acebook.com/turleysports

Turleysports

AWML of Uhe Week

Desiree Croteau
Pathfinder

Croteau had a great game for Path-
finder in a win over PVCIC last week.
She led the Pioneers with 15 points.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gscibel-
li@turley.com.

143 West Street

Ware, MA 01082

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327

Mouiron

Insurance Agency

HOME — AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

@
ARBELLA

INSURANCE

Next HoopHall
ceremony
announced

SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame announced that the Class of 2025
Enshrinement Ceremony will take place on Sat-
urday, Sept. 6, in Springfield — the Birthplace of
Basketball.

The nominees for the upcoming class were
set to be revealed on Thursday, Dec. 19, at 3 p.m.
during “NBA Today” on ESPN. The Class of 2025
Finalist Announcement will be Friday, Feb. 14, as
part of the NBA All-Star Weekend in San Francis-
co, and the Class of 2025 will be announced on
Saturday, April 5, during the NCAA Final Four
Weekend in San Antonio.

Enshrinement Weekend will begin at the Mo-
hegan Sun on Friday, September 5, with the Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards Gala, inclusive of the
Class of 2025 jacket and ring presentation and the
annual Hall of Fame Awards. The Enshrinement
Ceremony will take place the following day in
Springfield’s historic Symphony Hall and will be
available to a global audience.

A full schedule of events will be announced
at a later date.

Coaching classes available

Coaches hired after Aug. 1, 1998 are
required to take a coaching course to be
eligible to coach high school sports in
Massachusetts.

According the Pioneer Valley Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association, all coach-
es hired prior to Aug. 1, 1998 are exempt
from taking the Fundamentals of Coach-
ing Course. Coaches hired after that and
before July 1, 2005 must have complet-
ed the NFHS Fundamentals of Coaching
Course with the exception of Certified
MA teachers.

All coaches (stipend or volunteer)
first serving as an interscholastic coach af-
ter July 1, 2005 must complete the NFHS
Fundamentals of Coaching Course, and an
approved Sports First Aid course.

The NFHS Fundamentals of Coach-
ing Course requirement must be met
through attending an MIAA sponsored
Fundamentals of Coaching Class with
MIAA Certified Instructors. Must be com-
pleted and passed prior to coaching a sec-
ond year.

The NFHS Sports First Aid may be
met by completing on-line courses with
the NFHS www.nfhslearn.com. Must be
passed prior to coaching a third year.

Perfect Gift for the

hard to buy for!

Local News, Events & Information
Local & Regional Headlines

Local Jobs, Real Estate & Classifieds
Local Dining & Entertainment Updates

& So Much More

Support your local

newspaper with the

holiday gift that

keeps on giving!

Agawam Advertiser News
$35/year ($40 out-of-state)
Barre Gazette
$33/year ($38 out-of-state)
Journal Register
$35/year ($40 out-of-state)
Ware River News
$31/year ($36 out-of-state)
Country Journal
$31/year ($36 out-of-state)

Subscribe

Additional
coaches:

Massachusetts requires coaches to
be certified in CPR per Section 1. Section
47A of chapter 71 of the General Laws.
Additionally, AED training is required and
will most likely be done in conjunction
with the existing mandated CPR training.

All MIAA member school coaches
(stipend or volunteer) are required to take
annually the on-line National Federation
Concussion Course, or other MA Depart-
ment of Public Health recognized edu-
cation program, prior to the start of their
season. Rugby Coaches must see Rule
76.2 for additional coaches’ education in-
formation.

Any questions, please call Donna Har-
rington at 508-541-9804 or email dhar-
rington @miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coaching classes
are being offered on Wednesday, Jan. 29,
2025 from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 8,
2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Class-
es are open until capacity is reached and
then a waiting list is established. There are
online components to the course once the
classroom portion is completed

requirements for all
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Railers announce major
coaching change

WORCESTER - The Worcester
Railers Hockey Club (@RailersHC),
proud ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate of
the New York Islanders (@NYIsland-
ers) and Chief Operating Officer Mi-
chael G. Myers have announced
that Bob Deraney has taken on a new
role within the organization, Head of
Scouting, effective immediately. Nick
Tuzzolino has been named Head Coach
& General Manager of the Worcester
Railers.

“Bob has been a part of the Railers
family for a number of years,” Myers
said. “We can’t thank him enough for
his dedication and commitment to this
organization over the past several sea-
sons. We look forward to him continu-
ing to work with the team in this new
role.”

Tuzzolino becomes the fifth head
coach in Worcester Railers history after

serving as General Manager & Associ-
ate Head Coach to begin the season. He
first came to Worcester in June after he
spent the 2023-24 season as assistant
coach and director of player develop-
ment with the Savannah Ghost Pirates.
As a defenseman, he played over 500
games professionally between the
UHL, IHL, ECHL & American Hock-
ey League from 2007-2023. During
his initial retirement, he coached the
Buffalo Jr. Sabres of the Ontario Junior
Hockey League from 2016-20.

“In his time here, Nick has demon-
strated his readiness to lead the team
both on and off the ice,” Myers said.
“He has a wealth of experience in dis-
secting professional systems and work-
ing in pro player development. We’'re
excited for him to take the reins and
continue his work on bringing a win-
ning culture to Worcester.”

EARLY
DEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR'S

There will be an EARLY CLASSIFIEDS &
ADVERTISING DEADLINE for Dec. 30 - Jan. 3.
Place your advertisement no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 Noon

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e

413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

EARLY
DEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’'S

PUBLIC NOTICES
WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE

Place your public notice no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 Noon

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com
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Modern readings on classic
Christmas songs

What are “Baby It's Cold
Outside” and “I'll Be
Home for Christmas”
supposed to be about?

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

HOLIDAY - The Christmas
songs that we’ve been listening to
for generations are an integral part
of the holiday, not only for tradi-
tion, but because the music has
continued to adapt to its audience
over the years.

There’s only one holiday that
comes with its own widely accept-
ed soundtrack, and that’s Christ-
mas. The staple of songs that we
consider Christmas music has been
collected from Catholic hymns to
commercial jingles, and a solid sta-
ple of songs about Yule time from
the 1940s.

It may seem strange that in 80
years, we’ve barely expanded this
collection with new material. Sure,
the Jackson Five and Michael
Buble will come along and give us
an iconic cover of the familiar mu-
sic, but somehow nothing breaks
through into the canon the way the
original classics. These songs have
been able to endure by illustrating
the feelings of people around the
winter season, and audiences have
continued to update their interpre-
tations as the years pass.

For some of these songs,
modern interpretations have
given the music new legs, al-
lowing them to speak to a wide
variety of audiences. In other
cases, when divorced from its
original context, the music
might take on a grisly, even
negative connotation in the
minds of new listeners.

But in the spirit of ar-
tistic expression, there is
no right or wrong answer;
all that matters is what the
song says to you.

Baby It’s Cold Outside

A couple years ago, a
meme started to circulate
concerning the 1944 win-
ter-themed duet, “Baby,
It’s Cold Outside” by Frank
Loesser. The song has widely been
enjoyed for the back-and-forth of
the two singers, where the (usual-
ly) female singer presents excuses
why she needs to go home, and the
(usually) male singer counters with
excuses for her to stay the night.
The tone of the song is meant to
be read as playful and flirtatious,
but Internet pundits have started
to speculate that the song is meant
to represent rape culture, and have
labeled it as “problematic.”

In an article for the Rolling
Stone in 2020, Amelia McDon-
nell-Parry wrote that “Loesser
originally wrote ‘Baby, It’s Cold
Outside’ as a playful call-and-re-
sponse duet for him and his wife
to perform at their housewarming
party while their guests were pre-
paring to bid them goodnight.”
Five years later, the song was
popularized in the film Neptune’s
Daughter, where the script referred
to the male singer as “The Wolf”
and the female singer as “The
Mouse,” reinforcing the predatory
reading of the song.

So is this song about sexual
assault? There’s no denying that
a huge theme of the song is how
pushy The Wolf is throughout it,
not even letting The Mouse finish
her line before he’s started protest-
ing. After all, The Mouse refus-

es and The Wolf persists over 30
times; any man who resists a no
that much is a man to stay as far
away from as possible.

Except, The Mouse doesn’t
really say “no,” does she? She does
a couple of times, but if you look
at her lines, most of them focus
on how her family will react and
what the neighbors might think.
She ought to say “no, no, no, sir,”
because that’s what’s expected of
a respectable lady in society — but
the implication is that she would
rather continue to enjoy his com-
pany.

Much has been made of one
particular line from the song,
where The Mouse asks “What’s
in this drink?” leading to the song
being nicknamed “The Date-Rape
Song,” presuming that the line
is referencing the use of drugs in
sexual assault cases. The use of
date-rape drugs did not become
popularized until long after the
song was initially written, with
the most common such drug, Ro-
hypnol, colloquially referred to as
“roofies” being patented in 1962
and becoming widely available in
1974.

This isn’t to say that the use of
mind-altering substances for sex-

ual  assault

hasn’t

existed for as
long as there have been evil men,
of course. Fans of older media may
recognize the line in question as a
then-common cliche, meant to in-
dicate that the drink is a stronger
form of alcohol than the speaker
may have expected. It’s not unrea-
sonable to suggest that The Wolf
may have given The Mouse some-
thing stronger than she asked for,
but it’s important to note that the
line was far more commonly used
as a red-herring for the speaker to
admit to acting bolder than they
normally would by pinning the
blame on their drink.

One thing I think is particu-
larly interesting about this duet is
how rare it is to find a gender re-
versal. Though the song has been
recorded over 400 times, almost
all of them cast The Wolf as the
male singer and The Mouse as the
female singer. This is probably
because for the melodic structure
as much as any sexual themes, as
The Wolf’s lines are meant to be a
deeper refrain from The Mouse’s.

There are at least two ver-
sions that play with this dynam-
ic, though. Bing Crosby recorded
a version where James Stewart
played The Mouse for The Bing
Crosby — Chesterfield Show. In
2011, She & Him produced a ver-
sion of the song with Zooey De-

schanel as The Wolf and M. Ward
as The Mouse, which is one of the
few versions where the genders are
reversed.

The meaning of a song is not
meant to be all things to all peo-
ple, of course. Interpretation of art
is as much about the reaction from
the audience as it is the intentions
of the creator, so while Loesser
certainly wasn’t thinking about
roofies when he wrote “Baby, It’s
Cold Outside,” that doesn’t negate
the reaction from a listener in 2024
who finds The Wolf’s inability to
take no for an answer to be pushy
and annoying.

The song may not have been
written to depict sexual assault, but
its satire of the hoops that women
are expected to go through to ex-
press sexual attraction.

I’ll Be Home for Christmas

Another Christmas song that
has changed its meaning over time
is “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,”’
composed by Walter Kent with lyr-
ics by Kim Gannon. The song was
recorded in 1943 by Bing Crosby
with “Danny Boy” as its B-side,
and went on to become a Top 10
hit, outpacing Crosby’s previous
holiday classic, “White Christ-
mas.”

When it was first recorded
in the 1940s, “I’'ll Be Home for
Christmas (If Only in My Dreams)”
was written from the perspective of
a soldier fighting in World War 1I,
reminiscing about Christmas with

his family. The song was actu-
ally controversial at the time,
banned by the BBC, who
“felt that the lyrics might
lower morale in troops
overseas,” according to
Linda Rodriguez McRob-
bie in a 2013 article for
Mental Floss.

Despite this direct
connection to soldiers,
nothing in the song di-
rectly references wartime,
so in peace times, this
meaning briefly shifted.
College students related
to the isolation portrayed
in the song, and in 1998,

a family comedy film titled I'll
Be Home for Christmas starred
Jonathan Taylor Thomas as a col-
lege student returning home for the
holidays, with no mention of war
at all.

College students were not the
only homesick listeners to appro-
priate the song, though; in De-
cember of 1965, astronauts Frank
Borman and James Lovell aboard
Gemini VII requested that the song
be played for them by the NASA
ground crew.

While soldiers continued to
enjoy the song throughout this
time, it was Josh Groban’s 2007
recording of it that sought to high-
light the loneliness of soldiers
away from home during the inva-
sion of Iraq and Afghanistan. His
cover featured recordings from
soldiers sending messages to their
families and loved ones in their
hometowns, including Captain
Patrick Caukin, Specialist Brook
Frisk, Lieutenant Colonel Phillip
Stag, and Norm Young, among
others who are unnamed. The last
recording is sent from “Gigi” to
her father about wrapping presents
while he is overseas.

Like “Baby It’s Cold Outside,”
the meaning of “I'll Be Home for
Christmas” is not set in stone. The
song touches the hearts of anyone
who misses their family during the
holidays, whether they’re away at
college, at war, or even off-planet.

Sen. Markey, Rep. Deluzio Introduce
Legislation to Transform U.S. Rail Network

New All Aboard Act
would make $200 billion
investment in rail

WASHINGTON -  Senator
Edward Markey, member of the
Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, today
introduced the All Aboard Act, leg-
islation that would dedicate $200
billion over five years to build high-
speed rail, expand existing passen-
ger rail service, and electrify the
most heavily polluting railyards and
corridors.

The legislation includes critical
labor protections for the existing
union labor workforce and creates
a rail personnel training grant pro-
gram for rail workers. The legisla-
tion is led by Representative Chris
Deluzio (PA-17) in the House.

“An accessible, reliable, and
electrified rail network across
our nation would put us on a
high-speed track to fend off
the worst effects of the climate
crisis,” said Senator Markey.
“The All Aboard Act makes
critical investments in every
link of our rail network — from
investing in our workers to
expanding passenger rail to
electrifying railyards across
the country. This bill would
give Americans the train ser-
vice they are clamoring for,
help save our planet, and do
it all with union labor. With the All
Aboard Act, I'm calling ‘all aboard’
the train to a greener, more connect-
ed future.”

“The American people ought to
have a rail system that is safe, gets
folks quickly where they want to go,
and keeps the economy moving—
all while slashing road traffic,” said
Congressman Deluzio. “I am proud
to join with Senator Markey to in-
troduce the All Aboard Act to make
transformational investments in
the United States rail network like
electrification. This bill will make
American passenger and freight rail
a lot safer and cleaner and will in-
vest in the rail workers who make it
all happen.”

This legislation is supported by
a broad coalition of labor, transpor-
tation, and environmental groups,
including the Sierra Club, the Green
New Deal Network, the National Re-
sources Defense Fund, Earthjustice,
the Union of Concerned Scientists,
the Tallahassee Food Network, the
Transportation and Trades Division
of the AFL-CIO, the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
United Electrical Workers, Interna-
tional Association of Machinists,
the Brotherhood of Locomotive En-
gineers, the Brotherhood of Mainte-
nance of Ways Employees Division,
the Teamsters Rail Conference,
SMART-Mechanic, SMART-Trans-
portation, the Transportation and
Communications Union, the Trans-
port Workers Union, the American
of Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees, Transporta-
tion for America, the Rail Passen-
gers Association, the High-Speed
Rail Alliance, and Solutionary Rail.

Specifically, the All Aboard
Act would:

Expand Passenger Rail and
High-Performance Rail. The All
Aboard Act would invest $150 bil-
lion over five years across several
successful rail grant programs es-
tablished or expanded in the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law. Specifi-
cally, the bill provides $80 billion
to the Federal-State Partnership for
Intercity Passenger Rail, $30 billion
to the Consolidated Rail Infrastruc-
ture Safety Improvement program,
$30 billion for Amtrak, and $10 bil-
lion for the Railroad Crossing Elim-
ination program.

Establish a Green Railroad
Fund. The All Aboard Act would
create a new Green Railway Fund
that would dedicate $50 billion
over five years to electrify highly
polluting rail yards, support elec-
tric high-performance passenger
rail projects, and electrify the exist-
ing highest trafficked corridors by
freight and passenger trains. With
these funds, the U.S. rail network
will take a lesson from many coun-
tries that have already fully electri-
fied their train system, reducing air
pollution in many frontline commu-
nities and driving down emissions
from transportation.

Create a Dedicated Rail For-
mula Program. The All Aboard
Act would create a first-of-its-kind,
$3.5 billion rail formula program-
for states to perform rail planning,
maintenance, operations, and capi-
tal investment. Although states can
rely on regular formula funding to
expand highways, federal invest-
ments in rail come only through
competitive grants. States need reg-
ular, reliable funding to plan for and

execute a more robust rail network.

Address Air Pollution from
Railyards. The All Aboard Act
would provide $500 million in
grants under the Clean Air Act to
address air pollution from railyards
in frontline communities. Like
other modes of transportation, air
pollution from diesel-powered lo-
comotives caused disproportionate
harm in environmental justice com-
munities. This investment is a down
payment on addressing that harm.

Invest in the Rail Workforce.
The All Aboard Act recognizes that
the rail workforce is the backbone
of a safe, efficient rail network and
would invest $300 million over five
years to establish freight and pas-
senger rail training centers. These
centers would be run in partnership
with organized labor and provide
the training and development nec-
essary to deliver the rail network of
the future.

“The AIl Aboard Act is an
investment in our transportation
workers, our climate, and our com-
munities, and the Sierra Club is
proud to support it so Americans
across the country can access the
benefits of rail. Expanding and elec-
trifying the U.S. rail system to move
people and goods will help improve
air quality, speed up the delivery of
goods, reduce traffic congestion,
and cut climate pollution,” said
Katherine Garcia, Director of Sierra
Club’s Clean Transportation for All
Program.

“As America’s largest transpor-
tation labor federation, represent-
ing the passenger and freight rail
workforce, we are proud to support
the All Aboard Act,” said Greg Re-
gan, president of the Transporta-
tion Trades Department, AFL-CIO.
“This bill will expand high-speed
rail programs and passenger rail
systems, including Amtrak, while
electrifying rail yards and reducing
air pollution for both rail workers
and the surrounding communities.
The All Aboard Act upholds an es-
sential industry safety standard by
requiring two-person crews for any
resulting federally-funding projects,
and also invests in the workforce
by establishing training centers in
partnership with unions. We thank
Senator Markey and Congressman
Deluzio for championing this ef-
fort and look forward to working
together to push this bill forward.”

“I want to thank Senator Mar-
key for introducing this very im-
portant piece of legislation that is
intended to improve air quality tech-
nology for locomotives while also
ensuring workforce development
as there’s a transition to this green
technology,” said Brian Bryant,
International President of the In-
ternational Association of Machin-
ists and Aerospace Workers. “The
IAM was founded as a rail union
in1888 and has very deep roots in
the industry. As the representative
of more than 35,000 rail workers,
the IAM Rail Division supports this
legislation that is intended to help
improve and expand passenger rail
across the U.S. This is growing our
nation’s rail technologies while en-
suring good, union-paying jobs.”

“UE represents thousands of
workers in the rail industry; both
those who manufacture locomotives
and parts, and rail crew drivers who
work in rail yards across the U.S.
For years, workers, their families
and communities have organized
for bold action to address the urgent
issue of rail pollution. With feder-
al support through the All Aboard
Act, the railroads must do their part
to make necessary investments re-
quired to clean up our communities
and create good union jobs,” said
Carl Rosen, General President of
the United Electrical, Radio & Ma-
chine Workers of America.

“We urgently need fast electric
trains to improve lives, reduce traf-
fic, and clean up our air - and we
plan to build them! The All Aboard
Act is a visionary proposal to more
than double investment in our pas-
senger and freight railroads, take
the first steps towards railroad elec-
trification, and provide significant
resources to support communities
harmed by rail infrastructure. We
applaud Senator Markey and his
team for painting an inspirational
picture of the track we all deserve
and a way to get there,” said Saul

Levin, Campaigns and Political Di-
rector at the Green New Deal Net-
work.

“The All Aboard Act of 2024
sets the stage for what the zero-emis-
sions rail future could look like, and
this future looks a lot brighter,”
said Yasmine Agelidis, Attorney on
Earthjustice’s Right to Zero Cam-
paign. “Old diesel locomotives are
some of the worst offenders when it
comes to health-harming air pollu-
tion, spewing toxins into our air that
can lead to asthma, heart issues,
and cancer. By upgrading rail lines
across the country with all-electric
options, we can improve transpor-
tation and mobility for millions of
Americans while cleaning our air.
We thank Senator Markey for his
leadership in modernizing Ameri-
can rail.”

“Fully electrifying America’s
railways would revolutionize how
we move people and goods through-

out the country, providing
more efficient intercity con-
nections and strengthening
economic activity between
regions,” said Jim Mathews,
President & CEO of Rail Pas-
sengers Association. “The All
Aboard Act takes seriously
the scope of the challenges—
and opportunities—involved
in modernizing the U.S. rail
network, and we applaud
Senator Markey for his lead-
ership and ambition on this
issue.”

“The Brotherhood of Main-
tenance of Way Employees Divi-
sion, International Brotherhood of
Teamsters strongly supports Sen-
ator Markey’s All Aboard Act and
we applaud his bold vision for the
future of our passenger and freight
rail systems. BMWED has been a
leader in rail labor for pushing for
the United States to build its first
high-speed rail train and expand-
ing passenger rail. The funding in
this legislation will help ensure that
America builds and maintains the
21st century high speed rail and
passenger rail network it needs.
BMWED is also the leading union
in maintaining overhead catena-
ry for railroads and the funding in
this legislation will help build more
catenary and upgrade our existing
rail catenary system, creating tens
of thousands of jobs for BMWED
members. Finally, we are grateful
for Senator Markey’s commitment
to continue to work with BMWED
to ensure these federal grants have
the strongest labor standards re-
quired so that it will be rail labor,
including BMWED, members op-
erating and maintaining these vital
systems,” said Jeff Joines of the
Brotherhood of Maintenance of
Way Employees Division, Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters.

“America deserves a world
class passenger rail system, but too
many Americans have been quite
literally off the rails for far too long.
Passenger railroads have linked the
country together in the past and can
once again. While some progress
has been made in recent years, as a
nation we’re still far behind where
we should be. Senator Markey’s
All Aboard Act presents a compre-
hensive way forward for American
passenger rail, including accelerat-
ing progress toward building state-
of-the-art high-speed rail,” said
Mark L. Wallace, President of the
Teamsters Rail Conference. “The
Teamsters Rail Conference, which
represents the majority of unionized
rail workers in this country, is proud
to endorse the All Aboard Act. Sen-
ator Markey’s bill not only will
boost economic activity and speed
passengers to their destinations, it
also will create thousands of good
paying jobs for Teamster members
and others who operate the trains
and build and maintain the rails.”

Senator Markey is a long-time
advocate for electrifying rail and
a leader on supporting rail labor.
Last Congress, Senator Markey
introduced the BRAIN Train Act,
which established a new $25 bil-
lion passenger rail grant program
and required that the FRA prioritize
projects that connect historically un-
der-connected areas. In April 2024,
Senator Markey worked closely
with a broad coalition of environ-
mental groups and labor groups to
send two letters to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the De-
partment of Transportation, calling
for the EPA to update its locomotive
emissions standard and for the DOT
to require federally funded work to
reduce emissions and to use union
labor. In July 2023, Senator Markey
chaired an Environment and Public
Works Subcommittee on Clean Air,
Climate, and Nuclear Safety Hear-
ing on reducing locomotive emis-
sions and the need for EPA to up-
date its 2008 locomotive emission
standards.
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Public notices

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
In accordance with

the provisions of Chapter
40A, Section 11 M.G.L.,
the Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on
Monday, January 6th, 2025
at 7:15 PM in the Town
Administration Building,
4417 Main Street, Palmer,
MA.

The applicant, Ramin Piri
Alamdari, is seeking Site
Plan Approval as allowed
under section 171.29 to con-
vert the existing building to
a two-family dwelling and
construct a gravel parking
area on the property located
at 25 Bourne Street, Palmer.
This parcel is also known as
Assessor’s Map 71, Lot 91.

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the
Planning Department office
in the Town Administration
Building from 8:30 AM to
4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in
more information or wishing
to be heard on the applica-

tion can contact the Planning
Department at 413-283-2605
or appear at the time and
place designated above.

This notice shall also be
posted on the Massachusetts
Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.0rg).

Michael Marciniec,
Chairman
12/19, 12/26/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Under the requirements
of M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40,
the Monson Conservation
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday,
January 8, 2025 at 7:20 PM
in the Large Meeting Room,
Town Office Building, 110
Main St. Under consideration
is an Abbreviated Notice of
Resource Area Delineation
(ANRAD) application for the
confirmation of jurisdictional
resource areas for the proper-
ty located at High St, identi-

fied as Assessor’s Map 094,
Parcel 019. The Applicant is
Baldwin Street LLC.

Submitted by: Monson
Conservation Commission
12/26/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division

Docket No. HD24P2604EA
Estate of:
Maryann F. Bacyk
Date of Death: 07/24/2023
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons inter-
ested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition
of Petitioner Theodore F.
Bacyk of Palmer, MA

a Will has been admitted
to informal probate.

Theodore F. Bacyk
of Palmer, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being
administered under informal

procedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

12/26/2024

Public Notice of Hazardous
Waste Transporter License
Application
Pursuant to Massachusetts

Hazardous Waste
Regulation 310
CMR 30.000
Notice Publication Date:
December 26, 2024

This is a public notice
regarding an application sub-
mitted by:

Ironclad Environmental
Solutions, Inc.
487 Mashapaug Road,
Holland, MA 01521

Ironclad Environmental
Solutions, Inc. has applied
for a license to transport
hazardous waste within the
state of Massachusetts. The
Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection
(MassDEP) will review all
written comments before
deciding whether to approve
or deny the application
in accordance with the
Massachusetts Hazardous
Waste Regulation 310 CMR
30.000.

If MassDEP grants or
denies the license and you
are aggrieved by the deci-
sion, you may request an
adjudicatory hearing. The
hearing request must be sub-
mitted in writing and post-
marked within 21 days of the

decision date.

For updates on the status
of the application or further
information, please contact
Marcus Henry in MassDEP’s
Boston office, Business
Compliance Division, at 617-
292-5576.

MassDEP will consider
all written comments submit-
ted during the public com-
ment period, which ends 45
days after the publication
of this notice. Comments
should be sent to:
Massachusetts Department

of Environmental

Protection (MassDEP)

Business Compliance

Division
One Winter Street, 7th Floor
Boston, MA 02108
Attention:
HW Transporter Licensing.
12/26/2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE
TRIAL COURT
DOCKET NO. 24 SM
003519
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Kevin Brooke

and to all persons enti-
tled to the benefit of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. C. 50 §3901
(et seq):

The Bank of New York
Mellon, f/k/a The Bank
of New York as successor
in interest to JPMorgan
Chase Bank, N.A. as
Trustee for NovaStar
Mortgage Funding Trust,
Series 2006-2, NovaStar
Home Equity Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series
2006-2

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage cover-
ing real property in Three
Rivers (Palmer), numbered
2 Barker Street, given by
John Wojnilowicz and
Kevin Brooke to Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for
NovaStar Mortgage, Inc.,
a Virginia Corporation,
its successors and assigns,
dated April 13, 2006, and
recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds
in Book 15828, Page 529,
and now held by the Plaintiff

by assignment, has/have
filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of
Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active
military service of the United
States of America, then you
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file
a written appearance and
answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before
1/27/2025 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground
of noncompliance with the
Act.

Witness, GORDON H.
PIPER Chief Justice of this
Court on 12/13/2024.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson,
Recorder
12/26/2024
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

| SERVICES |  SERVICES Qi AUTO [ HELP WANTED
CASH FOR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully Ii-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior  painting/staining, wallpaper
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship,
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman'’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE

2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for
and in good condition.
$2,500/0BO - MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,
leave message.

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking
an experienced municipal Treasur-
er/Collector. 15 hours a week,
negotiable pay based on experience.
Please send resumes to admin@
oakham-ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a
qualified individual for the position of
Highway Superintendent. Salary range
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills.

Please visit our website

TownOfBlandford.com
or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com
for more information.

FOR RENT

BEDROOMS(s)
AVAILABLE NOW:
4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925
including utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok.
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs
only. Email your situation/preferences:

deirdre@mit.edu

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

Whether you're

buying or
selling, ...

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

Village Hills

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

Quabbin ———

Circulation:

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | B | 2 et
25 Basgngo | 26 B oy | 27 Besgsass| 28 B 000
29 B gsngs | 30 By | 31 B Gaise| 32 iy
3 Bt | 34 Besany| 39 B sago| 36 B34 00
37 B eaas | 38 Bestmnny| 39 B gasso| 40 B 600
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA ([ Discover d Cash d Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000
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WASTEWATER

I from page 1

well as any grants or gifts re-
ceived by the town on account

of the project.

A second loan authorization
was for $273,500, an amend-
ment to a previous authorization
for the wastewater treatment
improve-

plant’s
ments.

dewatering

“This is the one that the
Council already previously ap-
proved,” explained Town Man-
ager Brad Brothers. “That’s why
we’re just asking for the differ-
ence, because design money did
come off the original approval,
and now we have to backfill that

amount.”

The amount borrowed for
this authorization is also subject
to reductions based on grants
and collaboration with the town
of Monson. Brothers added that
there would be a return on in-
vestment with the latter appro-

priation.

“Our rates are better when
we return or when we sell it off,
and that it actually is a break
“Even
though we see the amount hit
our EDU, we actually will offset
that in full from the savings we
have from the dewatering.”

The Council voted to ap-
prove these authorizations.

even,” Brothers said.

him in action.

overcome.”

EAST BROOKFIELD— Ribbet, the re-
silient Labrador Retriever puppy whose heart-
breaking story captured hearts nationwide, has
reached an incredible milestone in his recovery.
Following his latest X-rays, Second Chance An-
imal Services’ veterinary team has confirmed
that Ribbet’s skull fracture has healed properly,
the swelling has resolved, and he is thriving.
With this clean bill of health, Ribbet has offi-
cially been cleared for adoption.

Ribbet’s journey has been nothing short of
inspiring. After suffering life-threatening inju-
ries that required emergency surgery to remove
both eyes, he has made a stunning recovery in
the loving care of his foster family, who has now
become his forever family. His new family has
been teaching him how to play fetch with a jin-
gle ball, and Ribbet’s supporters are celebrating
his transformation with a joyful video showing

“This moment is a testament to the resil-
ience of animals and the incredible power of
community support,” said Sheryl Blancato,
CEO of Second Chance Animal Services. “Rib-
bet has shown us all that, with the right care and
love, even the most challenging odds can be

Second Chance is sharing Ribbet’s story not
only to celebrate his triumph but to remind pet
owners about the importance of responsible re-
homing and Second Chance’s lifetime support
policy for adopted pets.

The video of Ribbet enjoying his favorite
new activity, fetch, has brought smiles to the fac-
es of his supporters who have followed his story
on social media and the Second Chance blog:

Ribbet cleared for adoption

With a clean bill of health, Ribbet has officially
been cleared for adoption.

www.secondchanceanimals.org/ribbet.

As Ribbet embarks on this new chapter,
Second Chance continues its mission to provide
lifesaving medical care for shelter pets in need.
Stories like Ribbet’s highlight the importance of
these efforts and the significant costs involved in
providing such specialized care.

Help ensure more pets like Ribbet get their
second chance. Donations made to Second
Chance will go directly toward medical care for
pets in need. Visit http://www.secondchanceani-
mals.org to make a difference today. Every con-
tribution helps provide hope and healing to pets
facing extraordinary challenges.

Submitted Photo

Police/Fire

Police Logs

At 9:34 p.m. police responded to an
accident with personal injury on Ware

Palmer

Street.

The Palmer Police Department reported

356 incidents on its logs from Dec. 10
through Dec. 16.

Dec. 10

At 10:49 a.m. police responded to
an accident with property damage on

Thorndike Street.

At 11:09 a.m. police gave summons
to William J. Wells, 54, of 173 State St.,

Dec. 13

At 3:41 p.m. police responded to an

accident with property damage on Main

Street.

Bondsville, for 2 counts of trespass and

criminal harassment.
Dec. 11

At 3:28 p.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Mass

Turnpike.

At 5:13 p.m. police arrested Gavin
Ty Gomes, 18, of 314 Oak St., Harwich,
for OUI liquor, marked lanes violation,
negligent operation of a motor vehicle
and person under 21 in possession of li-

quor.
Dec. 12

At 4:44 p.m. police received sex of-

fender registration.

At 7:56 p.m. police gave summons
to Wayne Clark Slongwhite, 72, of 379
Crouch Road, West Warren, for unin-

sured motor vehicle.

Dec. 15

At 7:05 p.m. police arrested Jose
Luis Argueta-Vasquez, 39, of 88 Allen-
dale Road, Hartford, CT, for unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle and uncov-
ered/ unsecured load.

Dec. 16

At 6:03 a.m. police responded to an

Street.

Street.

accident with property damage on Depot

At 6:05 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Sykes

At 9:07 a.m. police responded to a
hit and run accident on the corner of Old
Warren Road and Gates Street.

At 9:47 a.m. police responded to

an accident with property damage on

Street.

the corner of Thorndike Street and High

At 11:59 a.m. police received sex
offender registration.

At 12:58 p.m. police responded
to an accident with personal injury on

Thorndike Street.

Public notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P2595EA
Estate of:

Dorothy H. Langevin

Date of Death: 06/04/2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interest-
ed in the above captioned
estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Beverly Hoekstra
of Hampden, MA

a Will has been admitted
to informal probate.

Beverly Hoekstra of
Hampden, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being
administered under informal
procedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

12/26/2024

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, he sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Under the require-
ments of M.G.L. Chapter
131 §40, the Monson
Conservation Commission
will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, January
8, 2025 at 7:10 PM in the
Large Meeting Room, Town
Office Building, 110 Main
St. Under consideration is a
Notice of Intent for the work
associated with the re-es-
tablishment of agricultural
fields for the property locat-
ed at 175 State Ave, identi-
fied as Assessor’s Map 088,
Parcel 001. The Applicant is
the Massachusetts Dept. of
Agricultural Resources.

Submitted by: Monson
Conservation Commission
12/26/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P2623EA
Estate of
Theodore F McClosky
Date of Death: 11/28/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Sandra M Hobbs
of Monson, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Sandra M Hobbs of
Monson, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 01/16/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance

¢ Stump Grinding
* Bobcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood
¢ Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Lot Clearing ¢ Storm work

« 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693

and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and
expenses of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 19, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
12/26/2024

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 25 State Street,
Monson, MA 01057

By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Robert L.
Meacham II to RBS Citizens,
N.A., and now held by
Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a
RBS Citizens, N.A., said
mortgage dated November
24, 2015 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 20967, Page
114, as affected by a Loan
Modification dated April 19,
2023 and recorded in the

Attention all
businesses
in Palmer,

Monson,
Brimfield,
Holland
& Wales
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Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 25009, Page
341; for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at
Public Auction on January
9, 2025 at 12:00 PM Local
Time upon the premises, all
and singular the premises
described in said mortgage,
to wit:

a certain tract of land
with the buildings there-
on, situate on the souther-
ly side of State Street in
sad Monson, bounded and
described as follows

BEGINNING at an iron
pin in the ground at the
northeast corner of land of
Frederick J Sullivan thence
EASTERLY along the
southerly side of said State
Street, eighty-two (82) feet
to land of Alce E McCray,
thence SOUTHERLY along
last named land EIGHTY-
EIGHT and ONE-HALF
(88%2) feet to the north-
east corner of land con-
veyed by Mary A North to
Seraph North, November 4,
1941, now of Mabel North,
see Probate Record Estate
of Seraph North; thence
WESTERLY along said last
named land, SEVENTY-
SEVEN (77) feet to a stone
bound in line of land of sad
Fredrick J Sullivan; thence N
1° W along last named land
NINETY-SIX (96) feet to the
place of beginning.

Said premises are con-
veyed SUBJECT to right
of way, in favor of Seraph
North, her heirs and assigns,
ten (10) feet in width, run-
ning along the easterly line
of the above described prem-
ises from property conveyed
by Mary A North to Seraph
North to said State Street.

BEING the same premis-
es conveyed to the mortgagor
herein by deed dated October
10, 2015 to be record-

ed in the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds simultane-
ously herewith.

The description of the
property contained in the
mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error
in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see
deed dated October 10, 2015
and recorded in the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 20967, Page 110.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and
conveyed subject to all liens,
encumbrances, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, municipal liens and
assessments, if any, which
take precedence over the said
mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the
purchase price must be paid
in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check
at the time and place of the
sale by the purchaser. The
balance of the purchase price
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days after the date
of sale.

Other terms to be
announced at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Citizens Bank,
N.A. f/k/a RBS Citizens,
N.A.
Present Holder of the
Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

12/12, 12/19, 12/26/2024

PALMER
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

In accordance with
the Wetlands Protection
Act of the General Laws
of the Commonwealth of

We’re promoting the history of local
businesses in our

Silablished
EDITION

QUEST FOR HISTORY

to be published in the
Journal Register

All'local businesses are invited to showcase
themselves to our readers — ads will run in order
from the oldest to most recently established.

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,
your business is a vital part
of our community.
Don’t miss out on this special issue.

* AD CHOICES *
3’x3”al $75

<« 3’x%ad $S110

AD DEADLINE:

FEBRUARY 5, 2025

CALL DAN FLYNN
orrice 413.967.3505
ceLL 413.297.5886

PUBLISHES FEBRUARY 27, 2025

Massachusetts, Chapter
131, Section 40, and the
Palmer Wetlands Protection
Ordinance, Chapter 143,
the Palmer Conservation
Commission will hold a
public hearing on January
7th 2025 at 7:15 PM in
the Town Administration
Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA 01069 on the
application of the Town of
Palmer Department of Public
‘Works.

The applicant has
submitted a Request
for Determination of

Applicability for activities
associated with geotechni-
cal borings to support the
design of replacement cul-
verts at Bacon Road and
West Ware Road. This work
is proposed to occur with-
in the 200 Riverfront Area
and local 50" “No-Disturb”
Zone to Bordering Vegetated
Wetlands.

The project is locat-
ed near the intersection of
Bacon Road and West Ware
Road, within the right of
way, immediately above the
respective culverts.

Any interested persons
wishing to be heard on the
application should appear at
the time and place designat-
ed. A copy of the application
and plan may be inspected at
the Palmer Town Hall in the
Conservation Office, 4417
Main Street, Palmer, MA
01069 or contact the office at
413-283-2687.

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair,
Palmer Conservation
Commission

12/26/2024

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Statement of Duties:

functions.

Town of Brimfield, MA

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE SELECT BOARD

The employee is responsible for providing a wide range of administrative and
clerical support services to the Select Board as well as supporting other town

This is a full-time position consisting of a 35 hours per week Monday —
Thursday with two (2) evening meetings per month. Compensation will be
commensurate with experience.

Education and Experience:
High school education or further with a minimum of 3-5 years administrative
work experience preferably in municipal government and dealing with the
public and the required knowledge, ability and skill to perform the essential
functions of the position in an effective manner.

Thorough knowledge of office practices and procedures; working knowledge
of department operations and functions. Working knowledge of the Uniform
Procurement Act, M.G.L. Chapter 30B; M.G.L. Chapter 4 and Chapter 66
(Public Records Law); M.G.L. Chapter 268A (Conflict of Interest Law); and
Town Bylaws and State Statutes relevant to matters of the office and position.

A full job description can be found at www.brimfieldma.org on the
Employment Opportunities section located on the Select Board page.
Interested individuals are asked to apply by sending a letter of interest and
resume to the Select Board, 23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010, or to
selectboard@brimfieldma.org.

The position will remain open until a qualified candidate is chosen.
The Town of Brimfield is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center ® 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm « Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm * Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE T0 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.
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Virtual support groups
for those with cancer

PALMER— During a cancer
journey patients and their families
often benefit from the support of
others. Virtual support groups are
being held now and through 2025,
by Camille St.Onge, LICSW and
oncology social worker.

For many years, people had
to travel to a predetermined loca-
tion to attend cancer support group
meetings. As a result of restric-
tions during the COVID-19 pan-
demic virtual support groups be-
gan meeting entirely online, with
participants joining through video
conferencing platforms like Zoom.
Today, many people prefer this
method because it offers flexibility,
and convenience, and allows them
to access support from where they
are without needing to physically
travel to a meeting location.

“Sharing concerns with a sup-
port group can be a beneficial way
for people facing cancer to get the
help they need to cope with the
physical and emotional concerns
that arise during and after a cancer
diagnosis,” said St. Onge. “While
support and self-help groups can
vary greatly, groups share one thing
in common, they are a place where
people can share personal stories,
express emotions, and be heard in
an atmosphere of acceptance, un-

“Join the team/that does more by
9am thaflsome do allday™

derstanding, and encouragement.”

The support groups are de-
signed to help patients, their fam-
ilies and caregivers cope with the
challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

Virtual Support Group of-
fered include: General Cancer
Support Group: first Wednesday
of each month, 11 a.m. to 12:30
p-m.; Partners in Caregiving: sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, 5
to 6:30 p.m.; Expressive Writing
through Cancer, third Wednesday
of each month, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.;
Breast Cancer Support Group,
fourth Wednesday of each month,
11 am. to 12:30 p.m.

All  meet-
ings are cur-

Senators Markey and Paul urge President Biden
to extend TikTok divestment deadline

WASHINGTON - Senator Edward J.
Markey (D-Mass.), a member of the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, and Senator Rand Paul (R-
Ky.), sent a letter to President Joe Biden urg-
ing him to provide TikTok owner ByteDance
with a 90-day extension to either sell TikTok
or face a ban in the United States, as autho-
rized by the Protecting Americans Data from
Foreign Adversaries Act.

The lawmakers urged the Biden ad-
ministration to trigger the 90-day extension
before Jan. 19, the deadline by which By-
teDance must either divest TikTok or face a
ban. On Jan. 10, the U.S. Supreme Court has

scheduled oral arguments to consider wheth-
er the law violates the First Amendment.

Earlier this month, the D.C. Circuit
Court of Appeals upheld the legislation that
bans TikTok.

In the letter, the senators wrote, “The
stakes here are high: As a practical matter,
even if the Court rules that the law is con-
stitutional by the January deadline, ByteD-
ance cannot divest TikTok in that limited
time. Consequently, absent a judicial injunc-
tion, decision overturning the law, or action
by you, TikTok will soon be banned in the
United States, causing its creators and users
serious hardship.”

Local musician
hits the stage in Palmer

PALMER - Local to South Hadley, musician
Kyle Ray will be performing for one night only at
the Palmer Historical Cultual Center on Saturday,
December 28, 2024.

The concert will feature his brand new single,
“Shoebox”, a song about his life and story, will be
performed live for the very first time on a stage, so
be sure to mark your calendar.

You can find tickets by scanning the QR code
for $15 ahead of time, or $20 at the door. The
address is 2072 Main Street, Three Rivers, MA
01080.

Don’t miss this chance to welcome home a
neighbor, and spend some time before the New
Year listening to some good music, and hearing for
the first time a new song that will end up in your
saved playlist.

rently held vir-
tually and are
made possible
by funds raised
by the Walk of
Champions. For
more informa-
tion contact Ca-
mille  St.Onge,
LICSW, On-
cology  Social
Worker by call-
ing  413-239-
7239 or by email
at cstomagin@
gmail.com.

Submitted photos

One of Santa’s helpers fills the holiday joy bag.

The group of volunteers who collected and prepared the holiday joy bags.

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages

and generous bonus program. Van wor

available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

Take a right off the

ramp and we are
“420” feet from you!

» Operations:

Open 7 days a week 8AM - 9PM

» Address:

1140 Thorndike Street

Palmer, Ma. 01069

next to Mass Pike exit 63

» Contact: 413-289-9503
Website: www.greengold.group

» Social:

Instagram: @greengoldgroup,
@muncheascannabis,
@liquidgoldcannabis

Facebook: @green gold group

X: @greengoldgroup

» Menu:

JOY 1 from page 1

what to expect for support. I asked
friends and businesses for support
and we filled 125 bags with a good
amount of donations. This year’s ef-
forts just sets me back. The support
has been unbelievable. Donations
and boxes are flooding in and the
office is full” said Niedziela.
Thirteen volunteers braved the

chill and filled the bags on Friday
night in the J. Stolar workshop. De-
livery of the gift bags will happen
the upcoming weekend.

“We have a good bit of leftover
misc items, 5 of this, 10 of that,
and we wanted to keep giving” said
Niedziela. “We have partnered with
another local organization to pass

out support. Everything left over
will go to the AMVets Post 74 in
Three Rivers for local veterans.”

“I am grateful on behalf of my
team and myself for the support.
This project has been growing but
can’t without that support. We are
planning for next year already.” said
Niedziela.

Green Gold Group Cannabis Dispensary
OPEN NOW FOR REC ~ Medical Coming Soon

WE OFFER:

Pre-Packaged Flower
Pre-Rolls

Edibles

Vapes

Concentrates

Please Consume Responsibly

Tinctures
Topicals

Infused Pre-Rolls

Syrups
RSO

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.
For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.




