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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

MONSON - At last week’s Se-
lect Board meeting, the town voted
to allow the Fire Department to use
Memorial Hall during upcoming
construction.

The Fire Department ap-
proached the board to continue the
discussion about using Memorial
Hall while the station is being re-
paired and painted.

“This was added to the agenda
to address too many interruptions
during business meetings,” Warren
said.

Town Manager Jennifer Wolo-
wicz explained that at the previous
meeting, the department had dis-
cussed the possibility of using trail-
ers for temporary housing, but that
proved to be infeasible.

“We originally were going to
need two, we thought, but we actu-
ally need three trailers and we only
had funds in the budget for two,”
said Wolowicz. “So right there that
was a financial consideration.”

Wolowicz asked if the board
members had a chance to tour the
site, and Warren said that he had
been in the building “quite a bit, re-
cently.”

“I really wanted to do some-
thing down in the basement, but I
was educated in that, by code, you

can’t do that,” Warren said. “So I
can’t take a hard line on that any-
more because I don’t want to create
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Lissee Lombard led the ceremony this Saturday, and announced each

speaker.

Town tours cemeteries
in annual ceremony

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - This weekend,
residents gathered at the town’s
cemeteries to  commemorate
Wreaths Across America, and par-
ticipate in its mission to “remem-
ber, honor, and teach.”

Wreaths Across America is a
national event that holds an annual
service to donate wreaths to cem-
eteries across over 4,800 locations
across the country. These wreaths
are donated via sponsorship, with

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusméao

members of the community pay-
ing $15 per wreath.

The town held three ceremo-
nies across the morning of Satur-
day, Dec. 14, starting at Hillcrest
Cemetery, the moving to Hillside
Cemetery, and then at Bethany
Cemetery.

A public statement sent by
Davis read, “On behalf of Monson
Together, the Patriotic Celebra-
tions Committee, the Cemetery
Department, Bethany Cemetery,
and our veterans, we thank you for
joining us today. Your generosity
has helped to ensure that the mem-
ory of our veterans lives on.”

Monson Together thanked
Lissee Lombard, Kayla McLeod,
and Mat Wawrzyk for their work,

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - At its meeting last
week, Town Council voted to allow
Community Development to pursue
a grant of $850,000 for infrastructure
improvements.

John Latour, Director of Com-
munity Development, approached the
Council to request permission to pur-
sue a grant of $850,000.

“The grant is due April 14, 2025,
so we’ll be working on it from this
point on out,” Latour said. “Part of the
activities that we’re requesting are for
infrastructure, public social services,
and planning, and general administra-
tion.”

Latour said that the infrastruc-
ture portion would include improve-
ments for sewer, water, sidewalks and
sidewalk access, and drainage.

“It doesn’t come out of your tax
base or Capital Planning for this,” La-
tour said. “It’s a grant, and it doesn’t
impact your capital budget in that
way — it actually helps with the cap-
ital budget.”

Latour mentioned previous stud-
ies done over the last three years, and
said that the area that the grant will
improve has been in “critical” need.

“We have to do an income survey
in the Three Rivers neighborhoods
of Front Street, Park Avenue, Kelly
Street, and High Street,” Latour said.
“We’ll be asking for cooperation from
the neighborhoods and the people in
those areas, the residents.”

Latour said that during previous
surveys, the town was able to track

Abby and Gemma volun-
teered to help lay wreaths at
Hillside Gemetery as part of
Saturday’s ceremony.

as well as the Patriotic Celebration
Committee and the Select Board
for their support.

“We hope that this is the first
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the history of infrastructure repairs
and installations from the 1850s to
present day, and that work is defi-
nitely needed.
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SPORTS

Homemade for the Holidays at town’s Craft Fairs
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Palmer High School student council
members Kaeclyn Gelinas, Lainey

Babinski, Donovan Rayleonard,
Kenndyl-Faith Roberts and Dylan

‘ Holbrook sold tickets for gift bas-

kets and a 50/50 raffle.
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By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

PALMER— If you were
looking for unique holiday gifts
such as a crystal mermaid crown
or a crocheted mug of cocoa, you
could find them at the craft fairs
held at Palmer High School and
St. Paul the Apostle Church on
Dec. 7.

The High School student
council ran the craft fair and a
pancake breakfast with Santa,
also held on Dec. 7. Sophomore
Neila Lachance started working
in September to book the fair’s 65
vendors and organize the popular
day-long event.

“Neila did an amazing job,”
said student council advisor Erik
Brennan, a seventh-grade social
studies teacher. “This is a well-es-
tablished craft fair and we had
vendors knocking down our door
in August wanting to be a part of
it”

Vendors filled the school’s
large foyer and gym, selling cloth-

ing, home goods, jewelry, fine art,
food, and more. Student groups
held fundraisers, including face
painting and a 50/50 raffle, while
two food trucks served the event.
Proceeds from the table rentals
will benefit the student council.

“We’ve had a huge turn-
out—730 customers so far,” said
Lachance, as the fair drew to a
close. “We had a great variety of
vendors. I am so relieved!”

Many members of the school
district’s community set up booths
or came to shop.

It was the debut craft fair for
Brittany North, an eighth-grade
math teacher at the school, who
ran a booth with her fiancé, Rudy
Marek. Through their business,
Hidden Hollow Farm, they sell
handmade goods such as cutting
boards, unique tea light holders
and other decor, and crocheted
items made by Rudy’s mother,
Traci Marek. “It’s a family affair,”
said North.

North was impressed with the
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Tree lighting

Photos by Abigail McCoy
A family took a picture with Santa and Mrs. Claus at last weekend’s
tree-lighting ceremony. More photos on page 6.
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This is Roxie and Bailey, who live with Kelsi in
Palmer. We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse...you get
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying to
re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-resolution
jpg of your pet with a little information to journalregis-
ter@turley.com.
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Su.bmitted Photos
Boomer of the Thunderbirds poses with members of St. Stanislaus and the Scholarship Committee, which heads
this event every year.

Candlelight
Christmas Eve
church service

PALMER— St. Paul’s Church of Palmer warm-
ly invites the community to a Christmas Eve by Can-
dlelight Service on Saturday, Dec. 24, at 5:30 p.m.
This meaningful and festive service will feature mu-
sic, readings, poetry, prayers, and candle lighting.

Experience the joy of the Christmas story
through beloved hymns and a retelling of the birth
of Jesus. The service will also include a reading of
The Night Before Christmas and other inspiration-
al selections. The evening will conclude with the
singing of Silent Night and a beautiful candlelight
ceremony.

St. Paul’s Music Director, Wes Hunter, a gifted
tenor, pianist, and sought-after soloist and choral/
ensemble singer, will lead a joyful and inspiring
hour of music and holiday cheer.

Reverend Steven Sousa, minister of
St.  Paul’s, extends this heartfelt invitation:
“We hope you and your family will join us as we
joyfully celebrate the birth of Christ. Our 5:30 p.m.
service provides a wonderful opportunity for the
Palmer community to gather in celebration and still
leaves plenty of time for family festivities in the eve-

drop set up at St. Stan’s.

Boomer posed with a young boy in front of the back-

A young girl with a candy cane is excited to get a pic-
ture with Santa Claus.

Santa Claus took pictures with children at the St. Stan-
islaus Polish Club last weekend.

Boomer t on Santa’s lap and told him he wanted the 7
Thunderbirds to win for Christmas.

ning.”

The Christmas Eve by Candlelight Service will
take place in the sanctuary of St. Paul’s Church, lo-
cated at the corner of Park and Central Streets from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

PALMER - Local to South
Hadley, musician Kyle Ray will be
performing for one night only at the
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Local musician hits the stage in Palmer

urday, December 28, 2024.

The concert will feature his
brand new single, “Shoebox”, a
song about his life and story, will
be performed live for the very first
time on a stage, so be sure to mark
your calendar.

You can find tickets by scan-
ning the QR code for $15 ahead of

time, or $20 at the door. The address
is 2072 Main Street, Three Rivers,
MA 01080.

Don’t miss this chance to wel-
come home a neighbor, and spend
some time before the New Year
listening to some good music, and
hearing for the first time a new song
that will end up in your saved play-

list.

Palmer
His-
torical
Cultual
Center
on Sat-
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Enjoy your old favorites with
some new touches
Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175
www.roadhouse.cafe.net

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it
appears. This paper will not
be responsible for more than
one corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any error in
an advertisement to a greater
extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

St. Barnabas Anglican Church

Christmas Eve Mass of Lessons & Carols
Tuesday, December 24 at 10 p.m.

18 Park Street (on the Common) Belchertown

Rev. Thomas T. Stockton « Rt. Rev. Brian R. Marsh
stbarnabasbelchertown.org
~ All Are Welcome ~

Notch Visitor Center
open for winter 2024-2025

AMHERST - Winter at the Mount Holyoke
Range is a magical experience, and a visit to the
Notch Visitor Center, 1500 West St., Route 116, is
the perfect way to enjoy it.

The Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation’s Mount Holyoke Range State Park is ideal for
hiking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. The
Notch Visitor Center enhances your park experience
with engaging exhibits that highlight the unique fea-
tures of the Mount Holyoke Range.

Special public programs provide a broader per-
spective of the park, and staff are on hand to offer
trail information and hiking suggestions. There’s
something for everyone, from beginners to seasoned
adventurers.

Free admission and parking. The center is open
Tuesday through Sunday, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For more information and upcoming programs,
call 413-253-2883 or visit https://www.mass.gov/lo-
cations/mount-holyoke-range-state-park.

2025
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MassDEP Awards
Monson Grant
funding

MONSON—State Representative Brian Ashe
(D-Longmeadow) is pleased to announce the award-
ing of grant funds from MassDEP for the Sustainable
Materials Recovery Program to Monson. Funding
will be allocated for recycling, composting, reuse,
and source reduction activities that will reduce the
amount of waste disposed of in landfills and incin-
erators. Monson will receive $2,100.00 toward this
project.

Palmer Senior
Center

PALMER— The Palmer Senior Center, 1029
Central St., has many activities for seniors Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information or to reserve a meal please call 413-283-
2670.

December events always on Mondays- Zumba
at 8:30 a.m., Chair Yoga at 10 a.m., Lunch 11:30 and
Pool table at 12:15 p.m. Always on Tuesdays- Knit/
crochet group at 9 a.m., walking group at 9 a.m.,
Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. Arthritis/ROM at 10 a.m. and
painting group at 1 p.m. Always on Wednesdays-
Strength training at 10 a.m., Reiki by appt. is can-
celed and 11:30 a.m. Lunch. Always on Thursdays-
Walking group at 9 a.m., breakfast at 9:30 a.m., Tai
Chi at 10 a.m., pool table at 12:15 p.m. and Big Y at
1 p.m. Always on Fridays - Gentle stretch at 10 a.m.,
Dancing mind body and soul at 10 a.m. and Lunch
at 11:30 a.m.

Special events December:

Thursday, Dec. 19- 10 a.m. Tai Chi, 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. memory café

Friday, Dec. 20- 12:30 p.m. showing movie
“Christmas Vacation”

Tuesday, Dec. 24- closing at noon

Wednesday, Dec. 25- closed for Christmas

Thursday, Dec. 26- 10 a.m. Tai Chi, 1 p.m.
Sunshine Village paint.

Wednesday, Jan. 1- closed for New Year’s eve.

Breakfast is served every Tuesday and Thursday
at 9:15 a.m. and is $3. Lunch is served every Mon-
day, Wednesday and Thursday from 11 a.m. to noon
and a suggested donation is $2. Please call before
10 a.m. the day before to reserve a meal at 413-283-
2670. Individuals must sign up for breakfast, other-
wise a meal will not be ordered for them.

Thursday, Dec. 19- Waffle and sausage.

Friday, Dec. 20- Pierogis, sauteed cabbage
parslied carrots, 12 Grain bread and chilled apple-
sauce.

Monday, Dec. 23- Turkey with Dijon sauce,
steamed peas, rice pilaf, WW bread and fresh fruit.

Tuesday, Dec. 24- Chef’s choice

Wednesday, Dec. 25- closed for Christmas.

Thursday, Dec. 26- Chef’s choice

Friday, Dec. 27- Turkey Chili, sour cream,
teamed broccoli, white rice, Italian bread and chilled
applesauce.

Monday, Dec. 30- Creamy roasted red pepper
pasta, with chicken,

Tuesday, Dec. 31- Chef’s choice.

History of Holland’s 18™ century pottery kiln explored

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

STURBRIDGE - At its final meeting
of the year last month, the Sturbridge His-
torical Society presented a program about
the John Hinds pottery kiln site, led by
Doug Lyon and Mike Forand.

Lyon said Hinds was a previously
unknown potter in the town of Holland,
whose kiln site was discovered in the
1980s by himself and Forand.

“We came across his site looking for
bottles in the woods,” he said.

While searching through a cellar hole,
they discovered pottery, including flat piec-
es of fired clay which he said were a bit of
a mystery. Lyon brought these pieces to his
friend, a curator at Old Sturbridge Village,
who had them identified by the late John
Worrell, the archeologist at the museum.

Worrell had identified the pieces as
kiln furniture, which is only found in kilns.
Kiln furniture is also known as saggars,
supports or shelves, and was used to stack
pottery inside the kiln to keep the pieces
from sticking together.

In an article Worrell printed in the So-
ciety for Industrial Archeology, New En-
gland Chapters, he described the findings:
“Thousands of artifacts were excavated
and recorded stratigraphically from the
Hinds site, the bulk of them being vessel
sherds and stacking furniture...Hinds’ ves-
sels display some variation, especially in
decoration, than do the other potters whose
sites have been thus far investigated...In
addition to the usual undecorated utilitar-
ian wares, Hinds was producing various
slipped wares (painted, trailed, dipped),
and some very thin-walled, etched hollow-
ware having metallic black glaze.”

“It’s just pieces of clay shaped differ-
ently to allow the heat to get between the
pieces as being fired,” Forand said. “Dif-
ferent types of kiln furniture worked for

different vessels.”

Lyon said anything could be used as
kiln furniture, and Hinds used pressed clay
which contained his fingerprints.

“It doesn’t look like much,” Lyon said
of a piece he held up. “And yet I think it’s
one of the more important pieces that we
found because it identified the site as a kiln
site.”

Lyon said according to records, Hinds
was born in 1714 and was originally from
Cambridge. In 1750, he held his first deed
in Holland (known at the time as South
Brimfield) where he is listed as a potter
from 1750-1793.

“Now that’s significant because John
Worrell said that we would probably never
see him listed on paper as a potter because
people of the time, they were farmers,”
Lyon said. “Everybody was a farmer...
if they did something on the side (like a
sawmill, or potting or blacksmithing) you
would still see them listed as a farmer.”

In 1754-1763 Hinds served in the
French and Indian War with his oldest son,
and there are several mentions of Hinds in
Martin Lovering’s book, “History of the
Town of Holland Massachusetts”.

Until recently, Lyon believed that
Hinds had died in 1793 due to a deed which
mentioned him as “recently deceased” and
his wife, Judith, as a widow. He said Hol-
land’s online town records list Hinds, Ju-
dith and one daughter as “paupers” as late
as 1815, which places his death much later.

Hinds’ kiln site was located close to
Sturbridge, along the Connecticut border.
Now, the kiln site is part of the Norcross
Wildlife Sanctuary.

While excavating the kiln site, Forand
said they discovered countless pieces of
pottery shards, which have been stored at
Old Sturbridge Village.

Lyon said they never discovered any
intact pottery pieces, as most of them were
discarded or broken. Beside the kiln fur-

niture, they discovered kitchenware and
tableware.

“We try to guess what it was,” he said
of the pieces.

A special type of pottery they found at
the site was black incised, which they be-
lieve could have been Hinds’ experimen-
tal attempts to create something similar to
stoneware or porcelain. This pottery was
black, like it had been overfired (intention-
al or not), thin and carved into.

“It’s thin, it’s tea cup-like...we only
found a few pieces. We’ve not found it any-
where else other than John Hinds,” Lyon
said.

He said some of the common pottery
items they didn’t find at the site includ-
ed tiles, bedpans, flowerpots and tobacco
pipes. He said the lack of tobacco pipes led
them to believe that Hinds was probably
not a smoker.

Lyon said they also discovered the
fieldstone base of the kiln, and were able
to determine the kiln’s wall by the way the
heat altered the rocks, as well as where the
fire box and loading door were located.

“Heat would, like it does with clay, it
would turn it red,” he said.

The kiln itself was more than likely
made from brick and Forand said there
were many bricks found at the site.

Lyon described Hinds’ pottery style as
“simple and modest” in decoration, which
would have been used for everyday use.
His pottery ranged in color from brown to
black to yellow and red.

Hinds also used slip to decorate his
pieces, which is a white “watery” clay that
turned yellow when fired. He would em-
bellish the pieces with loops and dots.

“His slipware is simple and two-col-
or,” Lyon said. “Decorative, but simple.”

Forand said the kiln site hasn’t been
fully explored yet, but there have been two
separate excavations including the origi-
nal one in the 1980s with Old Sturbridge

Village, and a more recent one with the
permission of the Norcross Wildlife Sanc-
tuary.

“There’s a lot more there that could be
explored and a lot of questions still to be
answered,” Forand said.

Forand asked the audience to check
their records of general store purchases
from this time period, to see if there is
any reference to Hinds selling his pottery.
Forand and Lyon have not found any re-
cord of Hinds selling or distributing his
pottery,

For more information about the Hinds
kiln site, people may visit the Hinds Site
Facebook group or read Worrell’s article
“John Hinds Pottery Kiln” in the Society
for Industrial Archaeology, New England
Chapters, Volume 7, Number 3 from 1987
at https://nec-sia.org/ne. Information can
also be found on Old Sturbridge Village’s
website, Www.0sv.org.

Upcoming programs

The Sturbridge Historical Society will
continue its monthly programs in 2025 at
the Publick House on the third Thursday of
each month, starting at 7 p.m. All programs
are free to attend, and the meeting room
and refreshments are provided courtesy of
the Publick House.

On Jan. 23, Bob Arnold will present
about a trip his grandparents took in 1927
in a Model A across the country; on Feb.
27, Rich Paradise will present about cov-
ered bridges in New England; on March
27, Bill Reid will present “Notables and
Notorious” depicting characters from the
Last Green Valley; April 24, Doug Quig-
ley will present on the Revolutionary War;
and May 22, Walter Hersee will present on
Sturbridge’s 1938 celebration of its 200
anniversary.

For more information about Stur-
bridge Historical Society and its programs,
people may join its group on Facebook.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline

for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.
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a violation.”

Select Board member Pat Oney made
two observations based on her tour of the
building.

“First of all, it’s totally gutted,” Oney
said. “I think it would be very expensive for
us to do whatever would need to happen to
put the Fire Department in there.”

Oney added, “I’m told by the Building
Inspector that we can’t do it anyway, because
it’s not accessible.”

The current proposal would be to use the
changing rooms in Memorial Hall rather than
the basement.

“The minor things they’re going to be
doing there is not changing the Hall,” said
Building Commissioner Justin Larivee. “The
dressing rooms are going to be able to put
carpet in them, and the carpet will stay af-
ter the fact, which will be better for the plays
anyway. The one outlet we’re going to run
for the stove is going to go through an ex-
isting hole already from the basement up to
the room, and then after that will be removed,
so there will be no change at Memorial Hall
after that.”

Larivee added that blinds may be re-in-
stalled in the front room. Warren said that he
didn’t want to miss out on any events sched-
uled, including the construction.

“I know that we talked about two plays
that could possibly be missed and I'd like to
take a hard line on that and say we can’t do
that,” Warren said, “however, they haven’t
scheduled that with us, either, so there’s that
side of it.”

Larivee said that everything scheduled
through 2025 to spring of 2026 would still
be able to happen at Memorial Hall. Harris
recommended using the stage at Granite Val-
ley Middle School, “as long as the school’s
okay with it.”

“What comes along with the plays is the
months of practicing and using the stage for
rehearsals,” Harris said. “There are a lot of
moving parts to our operation as well, includ-
ing confidential information.”

“To try to limit the amount of exposure

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA

(413) 967-4545

DOGS :* CATS %« RABBITS :* FERRETS
AND NOW REPTILES!

to stuff like that, I would request that the
plays be moved to the school for one year,”
Harris said.

Oney took a moment during the meeting
to praise the Fire Chief and Building Com-
missioner for their work.

“I think (Harris) is doing what he can to
be really reasonable,” Oney said, “not only
about accepting accommodations that are
less than optimal, but also trying to save us
perhaps somewhere in the nature of $100,000
by not having us need to rent those three
trailers.”

Wolowicz said that Select Board Chair
John Morrell, who could not attend the meet-
ing, had spoken with her to say Harris and
Larivee had satisfied his concerns that noth-
ing would be done to change the historic na-
ture of the building.

Larivee said that town elections held at
Memorial Hall will not be affected.

“During the elections, when (Town
Clerk Mary Watson) needs, they can use the
Day Room, which is going to have a table,
chairs, they’ll have places to be able to eat,”
Larivee said. “It’s not going to really affect
anybody, except for the two plays.”

Warren asked if a fundraiser for Memo-
rial Hall could still be held in the building
while the fire department is occupying it.

“I don’t see any reason why not,” Harris
said, though he warned against scheduling
too many events at the building.

“It’s money for Memorial Hall,” Warren
said. “We are far from having all the money
that we need, and I started feeling the angst
about that.”

“If you’re talking about a fundraiser to
benefit Memorial Hall, I think that’s definite-
ly a worthwile cause to work around,” Harris
added.

The board voted unanimously to allow
the Fire Department use of Memorial Hall
for the duration of the construction.
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St. Anne St. Patrick
upcoming events

FISKDALE— St. Anne St. Pat-
rick Parish is pleased to announce
the availability of its new reception
space and exciting upcoming events.
The welcoming reception space,
called The Rendezvous, is designed
to host post-funeral receptions. It
provides a comforting environment,
that offers connection and support
during life’s important moments.

“This space offers a much-need-
ed service to families and parishio-
ners so they can use it to gather and
have peace,” said Fr. Luc Martel, St.
Anne St. Patrick Parish Pastor. “Our
vision was to create an area that re-
flects our commitment to hospitality
and care. We hosted our first post-fu-
neral reception in late November.”

The Rendezvous reception
space features a fully equipped
kitchen, a dining room seating 50
people, and catering options through
Hearthstone Market and Catering,
located in Sturbridge. Reception
staff are all St. Anne St. Patrick
Parish volunteers. Reservations and
inquiries can be made by calling the
parish at 508-347-7338.

“We’re also excited to share our
upcoming events,” said Luc Martel.
“The events are designed to bring
the community together for faith,
fellowship, and celebration. There
is something for everyone to enjoy.”

Aspiring to be Pilgrims of
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Hope, Thursday, Dec. 12, from 7
to 8:30 p.m. Join for a special pub-
lic lecture and discussion to begin
the new liturgical year, the Jubilee
Year of Hope, by Monsignor James
Moroney from St. Cecilia Church in
Leominster. Call to reserve a spot by
emailing stannestpatoffice @ gmail.
com or by calling 508-347-7338.

Peace & Joy Concert, Saturday,
Dec. 14, at 7:30 p.m. Join for an im-
mersion Christmas music concert
provided by the 45-member com-
munity chorus Wings of Song out of
West Brookfield, offering classical
compositions, folk-based carols and
some early American tunes to cele-
brate the season.

Lessons and Carols, Dec. 15,
at 3 p.m. Join for a tradition dating
back to the late 19th century where
each reading is followed by an ac-
companying song to reflect on the
message.

St. Anne St. Patrick Parish also
operates a gift shop with a large se-
lection of items. Whether seeking
inspiring books, heartfelt cards, jew-
elry, or other meaningful gifts, there
is something for everyone. The gift
shop is open daily from 10 a.m. to
5pm.

To learn more about St. Anne
St. Patrick Parish, please visit https://
stannestpatrickparish.com/.
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DATES:
12/19/24-
12/24/24
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12/22
SUNDAY

8AM-1PM BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRINP
16/20 COUNT 2 316,00 > 1 999

HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

S @ 90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Was your
IRMAA article
incorrect?

Dear Rusty:

In a recent article about Medicare’s
“Income-Related  Monthly  Adjustment
Amount” and how IRMAA affects Social
Security taxes, you described which income
gets included in the IRMAA calculation.
You said it is “your combined income from
all sources, including 50 % of the SS bene-
fits you receive.” That 50% number might be
true in some cases, but I think a more accu-
rate, general answer is that “your taxable SS
benefit is what gets added to IRMAA.” For
example, we have enough income every year
that we are always taxed at 85% of our SS
benefit, so 85% of our SS values get added to
our IRMAA. The way your answer reads, a
reader of the article might think everyone has
50% of their SS benefit added to IRMAA.

Signed: IRMAA Victim

Dear IRMAA Victim:

I think you may have confused two
terms I used when describing Medicare’s
“Income-Related  Monthly  Adjustment
Amount” or “IRMAA.” I also used the term
“MAGI” (Modified Adjusted Gross Income),
and it’s important to distinguish between
those two terms.

MAGI is what determines if the IR-
MAA provision applies, and IRMAA will
affect how much your Medicare premium
is. But MAGI is also used for another pur-
pose - to see if your SS benefits are taxable.
Your MAGI consists of your Adjusted Gross
Income (AGI) from your income tax return,
plus any non-taxable interest you may have
had, plus 50% of the SS benefits you re-
ceived during the tax year

IRMAA is a factor which will increase
your monthly Medicare premium if your
MAGTI is over certain thresholds for your tax
filing status. MAGTI is used to determine if a
higher Medicare premium applies, and it is
also used to see if your SS benefits are sub-
ject to income tax.

Your MAGI does, indeed, always use
only 50% of the SS benefits you received
during the tax year (not 85% in some cases).
That’s because the SS contributions included
in MAGI relate to SS contributions your em-
ployer paid on your behalf. Only half of your
received SS benefits are used to determine
MAGI because that’s the amount of your SS
benefits attributable to your employer’s con-
tributions. Said another way, the SS payroll
tax you personally paid while working was
from your taxable income, so it is not includ-
ed in MAGI. But the amount your employer
contributed was not taxable by the IRS and,
thus, is included in MAGI. So, it’s the portion
of your SS benefits attributable to your em-
ployer which is included in MAGI. Thus, the
terminology that MAGI is “your combined
income from all sources, including 50% of
the SS benefits you received during the tax
year” is correct. MAGI is what determines
how much of your SS benefits are taxable,
but your MAGTI also determines if IRMAA
applies to your Medicare premiums.

Your benefits are taxable if, as a mar-
ried couple filing jointly, your total MAGI
exceeds $32,000. If your MAGI is over the
first threshold but less than the 2nd threshold
($44,000 for married filers) then 50% of the
SS benefits you received during the tax year
are included as part of your income taxable
by the IRS. But if your MAGI goes over the
2nd threshold ($44,000 for married filers)
then up to 85% of the SS benefits you re-
ceived during the tax year will be included
as part of your income taxable by the IRS.

In short, MAGI determines how much
of your income is subject to taxation. But
MAGI is also used to determine if IRMAA
applies. And how much your MAGI exceeds
the separate IRMAA thresholds determines
what your Medicare premium will be.

So, the article correctly states that IR-
MAA only counts 50% of the SS benefits
received because that is what is included in
MAGI (which is what determines if IRMAA
applies). But the amount of SS which may
be taxable income by the IRS could be up to
85% of benefits received during the tax year
if your MAGI is high enough.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This
article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by
the National Social Security Association To
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Kissing balls for a new porch

to consult my own columns to re-
member how to do something.

You see, now that the front porch
is done, there is a new area to decorate,
an area well-suited for kissing balls! My
daughter and I were at the local garden
center and there were so many beauties
for sale.

Of course it would break my budget
to buy one to go in the middle of each
pair of columns, so it looks like I'll be
making them myself.

The first thing you will need is a
styrofoam ball. One that is six inches in
diameter would make a good size kissing
ball.

Then gath-

It’s really funny that sometimes I have

the ball — setting the dimensions if you
will, rather than starting in one place and
working out. Being that it is round, it will
be hard to put it down while working on
it.

After a while you’ll get into the
swing of things by wiring a few bunches
of greens, putting them in, wiring a few
more and so forth. Finally, give it a good
look. Is it a nice, round shape? Is there
any foam showing? Where could it use a
few berries?

Rose hips or winterberry, or even ar-
tificial berries will surely brighten it up,
as will strands of ribbon wired to a wood-
en pick and inserted into the bottom.

Wired ribbon is
a good choice

er a coat hanger . ‘)‘ since it has a
and some wire little shape; less
cutters. Snip droopy so to
away the hook speak.

and straighten It will be
out the rest. In- w surprising  just
sert it through : how much

the middle of by
the Dball and Roberta
bend one end as
a hanger.

About 18

inches will be showing; it will look better
if you choose a gold colored hanger. If
not, you can always cover it later.

Getting the piece of wire into the
dead center can be difficult, so use a long
wooden pick to pre-make the hole. After
that insertion will be easy.

Having a selection of greens on hand
will make a pretty kissing ball. Scavenge
the landscape for holly, yew, white pine,
juniper and the like. Now it is time to in-
sert clumps of greenery into the ball.

Styrofoam is very durable — great
for holding all of these stems, but much
more difficult to work with than floral
foam. For that reason, all but the most
rigid stems need to be put on wooden
picks before they can be stuck into the
ball.

Make small bunches of greenery
about four inches long, holding their
stems next to the pick and wrapping the
attached wire to it. One by one insert
these bunches into the styrofoam.

It is best to work randomly around

n greenery it takes
: : to make a kiss-

ing ball. When

I am making

wreaths or deco-
rations of any sort I always continue har-
vesting even after I think I have enough,
just as a bit of insurance. It’s always bet-
ter to have extra than have to stop every-
thing and go picking again.

One little factoid for cruise ship triv-
ia: “Kissing bunches” in Old England
were comprised of two intersecting cir-
cles of greens that were often decorat-
ed with fruit as well as figures of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph. The “kissing” aspect
came from the sprig of mistletoe that
hung on the very bottom of the sphere —
evoking the same response it does when
hung by itself today.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 33
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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Letters to the Editor

Monson Summerfests
future is up to you
Letter to the Editor

MONSON— The purpose of Monson Summerfest,
Inc. is to foster civic pride and participation in an annu-
al Fourth of July celebration.

Monson Summerfest’s roots date back to 1978
when the Monson Methodist Church conceived the idea
of a fun-filled day for friends and families to celebrate
our nation’s birth and one another. Who would have
dreamed that Monson Summerfest would have grown
to be a part of Monson’s culture?

Certainly, sincere thanks are due all of the past
and current members of the Monson Summerfest Com-
mittee. A core group of civic minded individuals who
spearhead the effort, give of themselves, investigate
possible improvements, plan future events, and address
concerns throughout the year.

The Monson Summerfest Committee salutes the
efforts the Select Board; the Police, Fire, Highway, Park
& Recreation, and School Departments; and promotes
church groups, local businesses, civic organizations,
and citizens who support all of our activities.

It is doubtful that any member of the Monson Sum-
merfest Committee would want a pat on the back or
a medal on their chest, we’d rather see the childlike
twinkling eyes of all who attend watching the parade
or fireworks.

Like many non-profit organizations, Monson Sum-
merfest, Inc.’s small core group is dwindling and aging
out. We are in need of new members with refreshing
ideas. If our annual celebration is to continue, we must
have your help. Please consider joining this volunteer
organization. Contact us by mail at PO Box 113, Mon-
son, MA 01057, at https://monsonsummerfestinc.com/
get-involved, or speak with any member whom you
might know.

The Monson Summerfest, Inc. Committee
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Around and round the Christmas table,
Seated in every chair —

There to eat and eat as much

As, oh’ we aching dare.

And soon we’ll dance by the yuletide tree;
Around and round we’ll go —

Carols sing throughout the night,

That warm while the north wind blows.

Will you come and sit with us?
Prepared for pauper and king —
Table and table and all the parts
Of blessings there to bring.

Deep is the snow, and far we’ll go —
Following the Christmas path,

On to the door, still hoping there

To see you again at last.
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it perched on a fence post near an
open field in the daytime. People
came from all over to see this rare
visitor. Logan Airport is a popular

winter stop over.

By Ellenor Downer

nowy owls have already been spotted in
Massachusetts this year.

They come from the tundra

e

area

Bald eagle sighting
On Dec. 2 I received an email
from a Brimfield resident. He
said, “I’ve been checking the lo-
cal ponds but not a lot happening.

place on various days surrounding Dec. 25
within the official count period noted above.
Counting takes place anytime during the 24
hours, midnight-to-midnight.

The goal is to find, identify and count
all birds within a 15-mile diameter “count
circle”” All are welcome. Compilers do their
best to make sure that beginners join a group
with at least

one experienced birder. Locations in late
December include: Quabbin on Saturday,
Dec. 28 compiler Scott Surner at ssurner@
aol.com and Westminster on Wednesday, Jan.
1, 2025 compiler Charles Caron at 978-874-
5649 or caronev@aol.com.

People may visit https://www.audubon.
org/community-science/christmas-bird-count
to read about CBC history, science and data.

Juncos and snow
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of Canada into the United States during the
winter. Usually, the snowy owls that head to
this area are immature. This irruptive behav-
ior may or may not be coordinated with the
lemming cycle, one of their primary foods es-
pecially during their breeding cycle.

The snowy owl is about 24 inches long
and primarily white, yellow eyes and variable
amounts of black spots and barring. Imma-
tures are darker than adults and females dark-
er than males.

Snowy owls frequently hunt during the
day. Their diet is mainly rodents, Arctic and
snowshoe hares, fish, birds including water-
fowl and carrion.

They nest on the tundra in a shallow de-
pression on a mound on top or on a gravel
mound. They line the nest with feathers and
bits of moss. The female lays three to ten
white eggs. When prey is abundant the clutch
size is larger. They make barking noises
during breeding, but are quiet in winter.

They inhabit the open tundra and when
they move south, they inhabit airports, beach-
es, marshes and open fields.

Many years ago, a snowy owl appeared in
Oakham during the winter. I was lucky to see
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Snowy owl

However, I have seen a bald eagle or two at
the pond on New Reed Street four time in the
last two weeks and another birder I met there
reported seeing eagles there that I missed. On
one visit two adult bald eagles were sitting in
the same dead tree about fifteen feet apart.”

Christmas Bird Count

He plans to participate in the Allen’s Bird
Count Christmas Bird Count on Saturday,
Dec. 14. National Audubon Society 125th
Christmas Bird Counts take place Saturday,
Dec. 14 through Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025. This is
one of the most popular birding events of the
year. It is rarely held on the actual designat-
ed holiday itself, counts are scheduled to take

The Brimfield resident noted a large flock
of juncos about 40 the day before the Dec. 5
snow storm. He said, “Storms a commin’ I
looked out near where the feeding stations are
located and where I spread mixed seed on the
ground and a quick count resulted in 40 junco.
And chickadees and titmice were constantly
back and forth to the black oil sunflower seed
feeder.” I also saw a large flock of juncos on
my daughter’s lawn in Barre on that Wednes-
day.

Pond visits

The Brimfield resident makes frequent
trips to ponds in his area. He found most of
them frozen over on Dec. 4. He did count 12
hooded mergansers at Holland Pond, a large
group of mallards over 200 and three black
ducks at Sherman Pond.

People may report a bird sighting or bird
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88 @aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

when submitted.

Letters to
the editor
policy

Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or
less in length, and guest
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned
Or anonymous opinions
will be published. We
require that the person
submitting the opinion
also include his or her
town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication.
We reserve the right

to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal
attacks, or defamation of
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.,

Palmer MA 01069,

or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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Ariella Martins Violet Cormier Logan Distler Walker James DiPietro
January 15, 2024 August 14, 2024 September 22, 2024 Sept. 11, 2024
Parents: Aaron Martins & Bryanna Lapointe, Monson Parents: Geoff & Ellen Cormier, Worcester Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield Parents: Ashley Messina & Phil DiPietro, Monson, MA/Berlin, CT
Grandparents: Mark & Jane Martins, Ludlow Grandparents: Tony & Krista Silva, Palmer Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren Grandparents: Debbie Messina, Monson
Bill Lapointe & Tracy Halgas, Springfield Mark & Deb Cormier, Worcester (arole & (the late) Bruce Distler, Rocky Point, NY James Messina

Philip DiPietro & Judy Lashua
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Elliot Peter Trainor Felix Ravasio Greta Nichols Henry Thomas Noel
September 11, 2024 November 28, 2024 February 13, 2024 September 9, 2024
Parents: Ben & Jess Trainor, Spencer Parents: Amanda Mack & Marco Ravasio, Buonconvento, Italy Parents: Mike & Aimee Nichols, Palmer Parents: Dalton & Lauren Noel, Cummington
Grandparents: Paul & Joanne Wyman, Ware Grandparents: Mr & Mrs. Karl Benware, Palmer Grandparents: Jerry & Sue Nichols, Palmer Grandparents: Lori Wawro, Belchertown
Peter & Christine Trainor, Spencer Mr. & Mrs George Mack, Monson Brian & MaryLynn Pelletier, Bristol, CT Mike Skowronek, Palmer

Karen Landry, Worthington
Frank Noel, Cummington

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?

" We invite you to join us
C I edn Out SOIUtlonS Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm ’
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts to explore these topics and more. Op e O l l P O 1 a‘ S;
Shed, Pool & Anthur "Skif/" Gervais This group will be held in zoom, is

Mot Tub Renrovals (774)397-6500 educational, confidential, and free. S e a O n I E t’P a’
Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661. S S X

FOR RENT

Quabbin Estates | 1Y%\ vl ORI Tos EXt'Pa‘ Ha’ppy !

41 Church |.une, WhEEIWI'ighi, MA 01094 Insured ° References

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen ¢ Hazardou_s T':ee Removal
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry ¢ Stump Grinding
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and ¢ Bobcat Work

B 30% o oome, iichove s lower, | | ¢ LotClearing e Storm work - £

o of i , Whichever is lower. g

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible : :_urnace dV\g)Z(;dS rcord <

apartments when available. Irewoo cor [

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT ¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

413-477-6496 * Credit Cards, Gash & Venmo Accepted
TDD (800)439-2379 (E\. H: 508-867-6119 * C: 978-888-1693

Satu rday, Decem ber 21st J %wmilzy gll”l% k Thanks to all of our readers and advertisers for supporting our publication

8pm-11pm and the future of local community journalism. We value our role in this
Saturday, December 28th community, and we’re committed to keeping you current in 2025 and

To ny soul PrOiECt 8pm-11pm beyond with a focus on the local news and events that matter most to you.
After Party We wish you an informed and fabulous new year!

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes! DARTS

- - LUCK OF THE DRAW
Frlday I}I(Ig?tasoi(egpm_”pm \ 5:30pm e All Welcome r

EVERY SUNDAY SERVING PALMER, MONSON, BRIMFIELD, HOLLAND & WALES

The Journal Register

www.journalregister.turley.com

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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.] H Santa and Mrs. Claus took pictures with local children and families from their seats

Santa and Mrs. Claus sat in the gazebo to enjoy the festivities before the sun set in the gazebo.

Santa and Mrs. Claus took a picture with some local
children in front of the tree.
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donations for the Keep Warm Drive.

The Three Rivers Fire Department’s Ladies Auxiliary had a table set up to collect

Photos by Abigail McCoy
Local residents gathered around to socialize at Hryniewicz Park.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010

A local youngster built a snowman that was taller than
they were.

. . park.
www.robinsontreeservice.net

508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net A nativity scene depicting the birth of Jesus Christ was lit up for the event at the

The ice sculpture was highly detailed, with decorations
on the tree and “Three Rivers” written on the side of
the truck.

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

Book
Your Event
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; WithUs 4 RDWICK CROSSING 774-757-8907

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB Pro Shop 774-261-2634

™, OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Fi Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram @)

New Year’s Dinner Specials W

o ® oo,
LA Py

-Gift Certificate Special Until Christmas Eve *¢
Receive $5 Free for Every $25 You Buy! “" e

puct,-on Golf Membership Special

Space. Purchase Membership & Get A Free Gift Card!
Available

Visit Our Website For More Details "M"ﬁgi';e;ﬁ',;‘{;

BAR ONLY WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE DAY 6:30 p.m.

EARLY DEADLINE
For All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers All Papers
Will Deadline Will Deadline
Thursday, Dec. 19 : Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for at Noon for
Publication Publication
Dec. 23 - 27 Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

. °
Turle b 24 Water Street , & |
Publlcatloyns inc Palmer, MA 01069 <

wwwiurley.com  413-283-8393 -
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Members of the Palmer student council, Nico Caci and Rylee Santiago, raised money
for their upcoming eighth-grade class trip to Washington, D.C.

3 P

Palmer High School sophomore Neila Lachance ran the
craft fair for the student council.

Boy Scouts fr

Brittany North, an eighth-grade math teacher, ran a
booth at the Palmer High craft fair wiith Rudy Marek.

Bill Partelo and Maya Cushing at the Wicked Wood-
working booth at Palmer High.
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It was the first time at the Palmer High Craft Fair for
sisters Kathy Lloyd and Susan Clawson. They sold
crocheted goods, including beanies with removable
pom-poms, and hand-painted slates.
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Classmates Lucy G. and Rylee L. model the friendship
bracelets they made to sell at the St. Thomas the Apos-
tle church craft fair.

Marissa Clark did a brisk business selling goods from
her body care collection, Marissa Gifted Creations, at
the Palmer High School Craft Fair.

Farmer Matt°

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

Merry Christmas &
Happy Holidays from
all of us at Farmer Matt's

Wishing you and your loved ones a season full of
joy, warmth, and delicious meals.

Make the most of this holiday season by signing
up for our weekly email to receive exclusive
email-only offers and updates.

FREE PACKAGE OF GROUND BEEF when you
sign up by the end of the year.

Visit FarmerMatt.com to join today.

860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

Wright, sold holiday wreaths made of grapevine, pine cones and other natural mate-
rials that they foraged themselves.
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student council’s management of the event. “It’s been a
great day,” she said. “It’s about community. I’ve had so
many students and their parents come by to our booth.”

Bill Partelo, a graduate of the class of 2024, sold
wooden cutting boards made of local cherry, maple,
and walnut at the fair. Partelo, who now studies finance
at Western New England University, began selling his
woodworking six years ago. He learned his craft from
his father and grandfather and further developed his
skills through YouTube videos and trial and error.

As a student of the district, he ran the holiday craft
fair for three years. At this year’s event, he enjoyed be-
ing a vendor rather than an organizer. “It’s not stressful
at all on this side of the table,” he said.

It was also the first year at the fair for Lisa Newton,
a teacher at Old Mill Pond Elementary School. Newton
sold goods from her business, Earth Affirmations, in-
cluding mermaid-themed wares, such as crystal crowns,
crocheted mermaids tails, and stuffed whales made of
upcycled curtain fabric.

“It’s been such fun seeing the community come out
today,” Newton said. “I’ve seen students, elementary
and high school teachers. And the homemade empana-
das were delicious!”

Across town, at St. Paul the Apostle Church, Me-
lissa Boyer pulled together the church’s craft fair in
only a month. Proceeds from table rentals benefited the
parish’s charitable programs. Several of the nine ven-
dors were church parishioners.

Boyer sold her own sparkling diamond paintings
and diamond art kits at the fair and demonstrated dia-
mond painting. The craft is similar to paint-by-number.
Using a special tool, crafters apply tiny colored crystals
to pre-numbered adhesive-covered canvases.

St. Paul parishioners Carolyn Gibbs and May-Ling
Mendrala shared a table. Mendrala sold her crocheted
goods, including an unusual crocheted cup of cocoa.

fovthe-Holidays at fown's:Craft-

May-Ling Mendrala and Carolyn Gibbs shared a craft
table at St. Thomas the Apostle church in Palmer.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Lisa Newton, a teacher at Old Mill Pond elementary
school in Palmer, wears a crystal crown she crafted for
her business, Earth Affirmations.

Gibbs sold her paintings and novels.

Although the St. Paul the Apostle holiday craft fair
was small this year, Boyer said the church’s first fair
will not be its last. “We’ll definitely do this again,” she
said.
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If you or someone you know could benefit
from methadone treatment... Help is here.

15 BANK STREET, WARE | (413) 272-1333

Located in parking area behind building

bhn

Intake Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 7am - 10am
Dosing Hours: Monday - Friday, 7am - 10am

Confidential Services and Counseling Available

Behavioral Health Network | bhninc.org
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of many successful Wreaths Across
America days in town, and that this
tradition will continue for years to
come,” the statement continued.

'WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

Karen Daws laid down a wreath along W|th countless volunteers from the

Wreaths Across America Day.”

To learn more about the organi-
zation that collects for and arranges
this ceremony every year, visit their

Father Jack Brennan led the bene-
diction for the Dec. 14 ceremony at
Hillside Cemetery.

Glenn Perry laid down the wreaths
for each branch of the military, with
help from a young volunteer.

Glenn Perry talked about the
sacrifices made by military service
members and the importance of
honoring their memory.

Chrls Gatcomb, representing the
U.S. Navy, laid wreaths on vets’
graves at Hillside Cemetery.

website at WreathsAcrossAmerica.
org.

PALMER HIGH 8TH GRADE
PASTA DINNER NIGHT

Join us for an Afternoon
of Delicious Food and Fun
to Help Raise Funds for
Trip to Washington DC!

SUNDAY,
JAN. 5™

“Thank you for helping us remem-
ber, honor, and teach on National

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusméao
Glenn Perry spoke from a podium
set up near the entrance of Hillside
Cemetery.

Jason and Otto were seen playing
with the volunteers as they deco-

rated Hillside Cemetery. Heather Wilson and Cemetery

Foreman Mat Wawrzyk laid
wreaths together this weekend.

The American flag hung over the
ceremony as speakers reminded
the crowd to remember, honor, and
teach about veterans.

Dinner 1pm-4pm 9th grade
or older
Pasta, Meatballs, s
Salad, Bread, Desserts 5 ot youger
DOOR PRIZES Tickets Contact Your
RAFFLES 50/5’0 (presale and | gcal 8th Grader
’ at the door) or Marck Caci

HIIISIde Cemetery was full of residents and volunteers who wanted to
support the Wreaths Across America program.

Kayla McLeod spoke in front of the gathered residents for this Satur-
day’s ceremony.

2150 MAIN STREET, THREE RIVERS, MA 01080
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GREEN GOLD

GROUP

Take a right off the
ramp and we are
“420” feet from you!

» Operations:
Open 7 days a week 8AM - 9PM

Green Gold Group Cannabis Dispensary
OPEN NOW FOR REC ~ Medical Coming Soon
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» Address:

1140 Thorndike Street
Palmer, Ma. 01069

next to Mass Pike exit 63

» Contact: 413-289-9503
Website: www.greengold.group

» Social:

Instagram: @greengoldgroup,
@muncheascannabis,
@liquidgoldcannabis

Facebook: @green gold group

X: @greengoldgroup

WE OFFER:

Pre-Packaged Flower
Pre-Rolls

Edibles

Vapes

Concentrates

Tinctures
Topicals

Infused Pre-Rolls
Syrups

RSO

» Menu:

Lo TRy

Please Consume Responsibly

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.
For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of id | ir poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.
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BASKETBALL

Panthers
get win,
hope to
contend
for league
title

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—There are three
things that Missy Rocker, the sec-
ond-year boys’ varsity basketball
coach at Palmer High School,
would like to see her team accom-
plish this winter.

The first item on Rocker’s wish
list is to contend for the Bi-County
West League title. She would also
like to see her players capture the
Western Mass. Class C. champion-
ship title and make a run in the Di-
vision 5 state tournament.

“I think everybody is on the
same page on what we would like to
accomplish this season,” said Rock-
er following the Panthers home
scrimmage versus Quaboag Re-
gional on Dec. 9. “I believe we’re
capable of competing against any
team on our schedule.”

The Palmer boys’ basketball
team hasn’t finished in first place in
the league standings since the mem-
orable 2016-17 season, which con-
cluded with a trip to the Division 3
state finals at the MassMutual Cen-
ter in Springfield.

The Panthers finished the 2023-
24 campaign with an 11-10 overall
record and a 5-5 league record.

The Granby Rams, who are the
defending league champions, de-
feated the Panthers twice during the
regular season a year ago. The rivals
also met for the third time in the
quarterfinals of the Western Mass

PALMER BOYS 1 page 10
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Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Palmer girls basketball scrimmages Quabbin last week.

Palmer girls hope
to reach state
tournament again

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—A lot has
changed since the Palmer Lady
Panthers lost to West Boylston
in the Division 5 state basketball
semifinal game at Worcester State
University last March.

Charlotte  Theriault, who
joined her older sister, Maddy, as a
member of the elite 1,000th point
club last February, transferred to

Suffield Academy before the start
of the school year.

Charlotte’s mother, Amanda,
and Denise Levasseur, who had
been the Lady Panthers co-varsity
coaches during the past couple of
years, also decided not to return to
the sidelines this season.

The Lady Panthers new var-
sity basketball coach is Jill Shaw,
who has coached at both the colle-
giate and high school levels.

PALMER GIRLS 1 page 10

BASKETBALL

Pioneers
don’t have
answer for
Duggan

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— First-year Path-
finder Tech boys’ varsity basketball
coach Ethan Ortyl is hoping to win
a lot of games during his coaching
career. He had to wait a little bit
longer before celebrating his first
career victory.

The Pioneers suffered an 80-
18 non-league home loss to pow-
erhouse Duggan Academy in the
season opening game, last Thurs-
day night.

“This game was a good test
for us against one of the best teams

that we’re going to play fore our
all season,” said Ortyl, who next
replaced Zac Button as the game
Pioneers varsity coach. against
“The players continued Pioneer
to play hard in tonight’s Valley  Chris-

tian Academy on Monday night.

There are a lot of things that we
need to work on. Everyone just
needs to keep improving, includ-
ing myself.”

Girard (3 points) and senior
Matthew Vanasse (2 points) are the
Pioneers co-captains.

Duggan, who posted an 18-2

- regular season record a year ago,

\.‘ also didn’t have very much trou-

ble dispatching the Pioneers in

their previous two meetings
on the hardwood.

With the help of
several turnovers,
the Jayhawks were
able to build a 27-0

game, and they care about
each other. We’re going
to bounce back and keep
battling in every game that
we play this season. I just
love this group of players.”

It was also the first
varsity start for all five of
the Pioneers starters. Those
five players are junior Dustyn
Cook, junior Dayne Shanley,
junior Aiden Girard, sophomore
Cayden Bousquet, and fresh-
man Cassian Kowalik

“We’ve only had four prac-
tices, which doesn’t include try-
outs, before tonight’s game.
The players are still learning

b

a new system and I'm still lead at the end of

learning what they’re capable o the opening quar-

of Floing,” Ortyl added. “We’.re Dustyn Cook goes -.| ter ’in last Thurs-

going to work hard at practice be- low to avoid a =4 day’s game, and
defender. Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

they never looked back.

19 of his game-high 23 points for
the visitors from Springfield during
the first eight minutes of the con-

digit scorers were junior Allen
Miranda, who scored 11 of his 21
points in the third quarter, and se-
nior Kyle Combs (12 points).

gan by 14 points during the 2022
regular season, finally broke the ice
with six minutes left in the first half
when a steal by freshman Grayson
Griswold led to a Bousquet lay-up
basket.

oneers leading scorer with four
points, also made another lay-up a
minute later following another steal
from Griswold.

quarter, Griswold scored his first
career varsity points on a lay-up.

Junior Isaiah Rodriguez scored

Duggan’s other two double

The Pioneers, who beat Dug-

Bousquet, who was the Pi-

In the middle of the second

PIONEERS 1 page 10

BASKETBALL

Mustangs
defeat
Renaissance
in opener

MONSON - On Monday, Dec.
16, Monson High School boys bas-
ketball got its season off to a good
start with a win over Renaissance
School 62-53. The Mustangs were
steady on offense throughout the
night, working through Trey Dil-
lahunt and Austin Meacham. Dil-
lahunt led the Mustangs with 24
points while Meacham added 21
points. Jake Beaupre came in with
nine points scored. The Mustangs
sank six treys in the game. Mon-
son faces rival Palmer on Thursday,
Dec. 19 at 7 p.m.

WRESTLING

Gustavo Vega locks up in an early round match.

Jake Parker-Gregory looks for a takedown in a
215-pound match.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Dominic Jarry looks to avoid a takedown.

Pioneers

wrestle at
Knight-
Hawk

HOLYOKE - Last Saturday,
the Pathfinder wrestling team
opened the season by participating
in the Knight-Hawk Classic hosted
by Holyoke High School. The Pio-
neers scored 49 points and placed
17th out of 19 teams that were at the
event. Dominic Jarry was Pathfind-
er’s top finisher, placing third in the
175-pound bracket.
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Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Grayson Griswold sends up a three-point attempt.
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The home team was trailing, 40-6 at

halftime.

Pathfinder Tech’s only made baskets
of the third quarter were from Vanasse and

Girard.

The Jayhawks only outscored the Pio-
neers, 10-7, during the final eight minutes

of the contest.

Pathfinder freshman Jordan Mbi made
an old fashion three point play with 5:47 re-
maining in regulation, which gave the home

Aiden Girard heads down the court.

fans something to cheer about. Kowalik also
hit a runner in the lane. Girard and Shanley
each made a free throw.

The Pioneers players and supporters
were looking to celebrate a win at home
against PVCA on Monday night.

Cayden Bousquet keeps the ball away from his oppo-

nent.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
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Matthew Santos looks to pass into the paint.

‘:‘

Dylan Doherty gets ready to defend.

PALMER BOYS 1 from page 9

Class C. tournament with the Rams
celebrating a 51-36 victory.

“Granby was a very tough team
for us to play against last year. We’re
hoping to be able to beat them this
year,” Rocker said. “Our league is
very difficult with some other good
teams like Southwick, Monson, and
Ware.”

The Panthers defeated cross-
town rival Pathfinder Tech, 79-51, at
home in a preliminary game of the
Division 5 state tournament. Their
season came to an end following a
road loss to Douglas High School in
the Round of 32.

This year’s preseason practices
went very smoothly for Rocker and
her players.

“It has been a lot easier this
year because I already know what to
expect from these guys. The players
have been very focused at practice,”
said Rocker, who’s a Student Ad-
justment Counselor at Palmer High
School. “I really didn’t know them
very well at the start of last season.”

After hosting Southwick in the
season opener on December 13, the
Panthers will be playing six consec-
utive road games before returning
home to battle Granby on January
14.

“We must stay strong mental-
ly during our six-game road trip.
I think these guys can handle it,”
Rocker said. “We did have a better
record on the road than we did at
home last year. I'm hoping that we
play very well both on the road and
at home this season.”

While there aren’t any seniors
listed on the varsity roster, the Pan-
thers are an experienced basketball
team with seven returning varsity
players.

Rocker, who has also been the
varsity softball coach at Ludlow
High School since 2019, is coach-
ing a team without any seniors for

Gavin Smola takes a free throw.

the first time.

“I'm just going to coach the
players who are here,” she said.
“We do have a bunch of juniors and
sophomores, along with a freshman
and a seventh grader on the varsity
team.”

The Palmer tri-captains are
junior Dylan Doherty, junior Matt
Santos, and sophomore Taydem Ha-
ley, who are guards.

“The three captains are very
good leaders,” Rocker added.
“They lead by example on and off
the court.”

Haley finished his freshman
season with 245 points and was the
Panthers leading scorer. He made
19 3-pointers.

The trio were also key mem-
bers of the football team this past
fall.

Santos was the starting quarter-
back, while Doherty and Haley are
both running backs.

Doherty rushed for more than
1,000 yards this past season.

“Pretty much what you see on
the football field is what kind of a
player Dylan is on the basketball

court,” Rocker said. “He’s a work-
horse and he’ll always gives you
110 percent in every game.”

The junior duo of Stephen Fre-
dette and Gavin Smola, who also
played football, are returning cen-
ters.

Adonis Dupre, who’s a guard,
and Jordan Jones, who’s a forward,
are also members of the junior class.

Jones transferred to Palmer
from Oxford High School before
the start of the school year.

The Panther’s other four soph-
omores are Hunter Baird (forward),
Dylan Holbrook (forward), Griffin
Nawrocki (guard), and Joziah Mar-
tinez (guard), who didn’t play bas-
ketball a year ago.”

Rounding out the varsity boys’
basketball roster are freshman guard
Liam McKee, and seventh grade TJ
Smola, who’s also a guard. The duo
will be splitting time between the
junior varsity and varsity squads.

Palmer opened the season with
a 52-24 win over Southwick. Santos
and Smola had 13 points each in the
win.

Dayne Shanley
takes a mid-range
shot.

#

its season opener.

some time off for the holidays.

PALMER GIRLS
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Shaw was the head coach of
the women’s basketball team at
Bay Path University in Longmead-
ow. She also coached the girls’ var-
sity basketball teams at Windsor
High School in Connecticut, and
at West Springfield High School.

“The girls basketball program
here at Palmer High School has
been very successful during the
past few years. 'm very excited
to be the new varsity coach,” said
Shaw, who played college basket-
ball at Assumption University in
Worcester. “The girls have been
working very hard so far at prac-
tice.”

While Shaw was coaching
at West Springfield, the assistant
varsity coach was Missy Rocker,
who’s currently the boys’ varsity
basketball coach at Palmer High
School.

“I took a year off from coach-
ing basketball and Missy told me
that this coaching position was
open,” Shaw said. “I really enjoy
coaching because you’re able to
teach the players about the game
of basketball and about life les-
sons.”

The Panthers wefe scheuld to face Southwick in

The girls will have competition this week before

Palmer reached the tournament last year and made it
to the state semifinals.

During the three seasons that
Charlotte Theriault was a member
of the Lady Panthers varsity bas-
ketball team, she scored a total of
1,164 career points. She led the
way offensively last season with
570 points. Theriault was also a
member of the Lady Panthers soc-
cer team.

In her final basketball game
wearing a Palmer uniform, Theri-
ault scored 31 points in a heart-
breaking 58-57 overtime loss
against the West Boylston Lions in
the Division 5 semifinals.

The only other Palmer players
to score in that contest were Va-
nessa Baer and Jordan Bigda, who
each scored 13 points. Baer and
Bigda were the only seniors on last
year’s team.

The Lady Panthers did return
several players, and they added a
couple newcomers to their varsity
roster this season.

“We have an array of players
from seniors straight on down to
seventh graders,” Shaw said. “We
have a variety of experienced play-
ers and newcomers.”

The four Lady Panthers se-
niors are Madison Rathbone, Lo-
retta Petrashewicz, Jayda Pardo,
and Nevaeh Solis.

“I’'m hoping the four seniors

Palmer will have a new coach, Jill Shaw, this season.

will be our leaders this year,” Shaw
said. “They’re very good basket-
ball players.”

Pardo scored 125 points as a
junior and which is the most points
scored by a returning player.

Rathbone and Petrashewicz
are also returning varsity players,
while Solis is a newcomer.

There isn’t any juniors listed
on the varsity roster and the only
two sophomores are Addyson
Petrashewicz, who’s a returning
varsity player, and Rylee Ostiguy,
who’s a first-year varsity player.

The only freshman is Lilian
Pronovost.

Rounding out the girls’ varsity
basketball roster are eighth grad-
ers Anabelle and Evelynn Ladue,
along with seventh graders Harper
Brouilette, Anna King, Aria Norm-
pleggi, and Maya Rodriguez.

Jack Letendre, who’s the last
member of the Panthers boys’ bas-
ketball team to score 1,000 career
points, will be coaching the Lady
Panthers junior varsity team.

The Lady Panthers, who are
members of the Franklin North
League, were scheduled to begin
the regular season on Tuesday
night by hosting Southwick in a
non-league contest.
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Pathfinder

At Pathfinder wrestling’s first
competition of the year, Jarry
finished third at 175 pounds
at the Knight-Hawk Classic
in Holyoke.

To nominate someone for Ath-
lete of the Week, contact Man-
aging Sports Editor Gregory A.
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext.
258 or send an e-mail to gsci-
belli@turley.com.

Turleysports

Dominic Jarry Anlete 0/ Ui Week

143 West Street

Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

MOUL TON

Insurance Agency

HOME — AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate * On-site Registry Processing

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsurance.com
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WNECA Doubles at Bogey
Lanes

EAST BROOKFIELD - Bo-
gey Lanes in East Brookfield was
the host of the most recent West-
ern New England Candlepin As-
sciation doubles tournament this
past weekend.

WNECA is dedicated to
promoting the game of candle-
pin bowling throughout western
Massachusetts. For years, Bogey
Lanes has been a gracious host
for tournaments and continues to
support tournaments through the
WNECA.

The doubles tournament this
past weekend was a great success
with over 30 teams showing up
over the course of four shifts. The
results are in, and the winning

team was Brandon Martins and
Rob Poirier.

Both bowlers regularly bowl
out of Agawam Bowl in Agawam,
and bowled excellently during
day one of the tournament. Along
with their handicap and scratch
totals the team of Martins and
Poirier combined for a score of
893 to win the doubles at Bogey
Lanes.

It was a good day on the
lanes for Martins as he bowled a
series of 409. This was the second
time Brandon Martins bowled a
400 series during the WNECA
tournament series.

The team who finished in
second place were Jason Gauth-
ier Sr. and Tiffany Gauthier with
a combined score of 850. In third
place, the team of Erica and Craig
Beaudry scored an 839.

A total of nine teams placed
in the doubles tournament at Bo-
gey Lanes. The teams who fin-

ished fourth through ninth were
within fifteen points of each oth-
er. Chris and Laurie Lafreniere
finished in fourth with an 830,
Robby Wood and Nick Brown
with a 826, Stacy Bloomberg and
Steve Champagne with a 823,
Tharen Ring and Chris Cincotta
with 820 and the team of Cody
Brunelle and Kyle Wilder tied at
815 with Trever Kenneson and

Sophia Hearnlaye.
The point standings for the
tournament series have been

posted on the WNECA Facebook
page. After the doubles event at
Bogey, Brandon Martins is lead-
ing in points as the #1 seed. His
teammate from the doubles Rob
Poirier is currently in third place.

The WNECA will host a
championship bracket tourna-
ment featuring the top 24 bowlers
after the conclusion of the tour-
nament series. After a successful
doubles tournament, Martins and

Candlepin League News

Poirier are in good shape to com-
pete in the championship tourna-
ment at the end of the year.

The next WNECA tourna-
ment will be in January at the
Turn Hall in Adams and the event
will be singles.

Commercial Elks League

PALMER - Compression
bowled against Last in Line this
past Tuesday night in the Com-
mercial Elks League.

In game one, Last in Line
defeated Compression by a score
of 362-318. In game two, Com-
pression bounced back with a win
of their own, 409-342. In game
three, Last in Line took the final
game 396-350. Vinny Navarro of
Last in Line finished with a 117
and his teammate Jeremy Laduke
finished with a 114.

The final score was 1100-
1077 in favor of Last in Line and
the team received three points.

SPRINGFIELD —  The
Springfield Thunderbirds (12-
9-2-0) dispatched a 4-1 second
intermission deficit to earn a
standings point before ultimate-
ly falling in overtime, 5-4, to the
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins
(14-7-1-0) on Saturday night at
Mohegan Arena at Casey Plaza.

Upstart rookie Rutger Mc-
Groarty quickly got the Penguins
on the board on their Teddy Bear
Toss night as he took a delicate
saucer pass from Joona Koppanen
and deked to the forehand to tuck
it behind Vadim Zherenko just
1:53 into the opening period.

Coaching classes available

Coaches hired after Aug. 1, 1998
are required to take a coaching course
to be eligible to coach high school
sports in Massachusetts.

According the Pioneer Valley In-
terscholastic Athletic Association, all
coaches hired prior to Aug. 1, 1998 are
exempt from taking the Fundamentals
of Coaching Course. Coaches hired af-
ter that and before July 1, 2005 must
have completed the NFHS Fundamen-
tals of Coaching Course with the ex-
ception of Certified MA teachers.

All coaches (stipend or volun-
teer) first serving as an interscholastic
coach after July 1, 2005 must complete
the NFHS Fundamentals of Coaching
Course, and an approved Sports First
Aid course.

The NFHS Fundamentals of
Coaching Course requirement must
be met through attending an MIAA
sponsored Fundamentals of Coaching
Class with MIAA Certified Instructors.
Must be completed and passed prior to
coaching a second year.

The NFHS Sports First Aid may
be met by completing on-line courses
with the NFHS www.nfhslearn.com.
Must be passed prior to coaching a
third year.

Additional requirements for all
coaches:

Massachusetts requires coaches to
be certified in CPR per Section 1. Sec-
tion 47A of chapter 71 of the General
Laws. Additionally, AED training is re-
quired and will most likely be done in
conjunction with the existing mandated
CPR training.

All MIAA member school coach-
es (stipend or volunteer) are required
to take annually the on-line National
Federation Concussion Course, or oth-
er MA Department of Public Health
recognized education program, prior to
the start of their season. Rugby Coach-
es must see Rule 76.2 for additional
coaches’ education information.

Any questions, please call Don-
na Harrington at 508-541-9804 or
email dharrington @miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coaching classes
are being offered on Wednesday, Jan.
29,2025 from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday,
Feb. 8, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p-m. Classes are open until capacity is
reached and then a waiting list is estab-
lished. There are online components to
the course once the classroom portion
is completed

Railers get point, fall in
shootout

WORCESTER - It has been one
of those weekends that seem like a
month for the Railers. They have bat-
tled one of the ECHL’s best teams in
the Trois-Rivieres Lions and changed a
coach all at the same time.

Worcester lost its final game un-
der Bob Deraney, 5-3, Friday night.
They lost their first game under Nick
Tuzzolino, 3-2, Saturday night but it
was one of those half-a-loaf deals. The
Railers earned a point with a shootout
loss.

It says something about the Lions
that Worcester played one of its best
games in recent weeks and still could
not get two points. Trois-Rivieres is
loaded with offensive opportunists and
flawless goaltending.

The Railers out shot the visitors,
41-26, but still could not outscore them.

It was, however, an encouraging
start to Tuzzolino’s head coaching ca-
reer and in general he liked what he
saw.

“I don’t want to say that I was ex-
cited about how we played,” he said,
“because the result wasn’t there, but
we made a few minor adjustments in
clogging up the neutral zone and our
forecheck, and I thought they were re-
ally good.”

The goal scorers were Justin
Kaplan and Matthew Kopperud for
Worcester while the Lions got two
goals from Cormier. The first was from

Xavier Cormier, the second from Tom-
my Cormier. Alex Beaucage had the
only shootout goal.

It was a good goaltending night
both ways. Zachary Emond made 39
saves for the Lions. Michael Bullion,
who had been in a slump, stopped 23
and made the save of the night early in
the third period.

He stopped Logan Nijhoff on a
penalty shot at 2:31. The period was
Bullion’s best as he also made some
big saves late to keep the score at 2-2.

Xavier Cormier put Trois-Rivieres
ahead at 4:29 of the first period. It was
a tap-in goal with the Lions on a power
play. Kaplan tied it at 8:45, also on a
power play. He beat Emond with a re-
bound backhander.

Kopperud scored from the right
circle at 14:26 to give Worcester a 2-1
lead, then Tommy Cormier converted a
long breakaway at 18:01.

“If we can carbon-copy what we
did tonight,” Tuzzolino said, “I don’t
see us losing more than a couple games
here and there. It’s one of those things
where that type of system can plug
in play some players and drive some
teams wild up front.

“I guess my overall goal is to work
on the consistency of that this week
because we’ll have a good stretch and
really have all things firing for Maine.
It’s a very big weekend for us.”

The T-Birds were able to
draw two power play opportu-
nities while trailing 1-0, but the
Penguins' penalty kill dispatched
both of the Springfield man-up
situations. Special teams contin-
ued to trend in the home team's
direction as the Penguins cashed
in on their first power play on a
goal by Emil Bemstrom at 16:06

of the frame to give Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton a 2-0 lead into the inter-
mission.

Filip Larsson was not heavi-
ly taxed in Penguins crease in the
first, but he came up with the nine
saves asked of him to start the
night.

Thanks to their top offensive
unit, the T-Birds quelled some of
the Penguins' momentum at 5:17
of the second. Aleksanteri Kaski-
maki took a drop feed from Leo
Loof and whipped it in the low
slot to Dalibor Dvorsky. While
Larsson slid across to deny the
T-Birds' star rookie, the rebound
trickled behind the netminder,
allowing Marcus Sylvegard to
backhand it into the yawning net
to cut the deficit to 2-1.

Special  teams, though,
proved to be Springfield's undo-
ing once again just 3:16 later as
Valtteri Puustinen slipped behind
the defense on a power play and
chipped a backhander past Zhe-

renko to make it a 3-1 Penguins
lead.

Late in the period, the Thun-
derbirds thought they had solved
Larsson on a power play scram-
ble in the crease, but after a re-
view, the goal was washed out,
and Bemstrom took advantage
with just 18 seconds left in the
frame, snapping a wrist shot un-
der the crossbar, extending the
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton lead to
4-1 after 40 minutes.

The T-Birds' leaders rapidly
turned the game around as the
final period began. Captain Mat-
thew Peca flung a wrister over
Larsson's glove just 17 seconds
into the period to make it a 4-2
contest. Less than four minutes
later, crashing in for a rebound
in the slot area, former Penguin
Scott Harrington notched his first
as a Thunderbird at 4:08 to cut the
margin to 4-3.

Larsson and the Penguins
tightened to hold the fort into

T-Birds grab point in Wilkes-Barre

the game's final two minutes, but
a penalty with 2:09 on the clock
handed Springfield another power
play and a chance to get an equal-
izer. With Zherenko at the bench
for an extra skater, the T-Birds
seized the moment as Matt Luff
found Kaskimaki in the slot, and
the rookie's snapper eluded Lars-
son to tie the game with 1:56 left.

The Thunderbirds had anoth-
er power play chance to close out
regulation, but the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton penalty kill shut it down
to get the game into the extra pe-
riod.

Unfortunately, the T-Birds'
magic ran out in the extra session
as a penalty gave the Penguins a
4-on-3 power play, and Bemstrom
completed his hat trick with a
spinning jam shot at 4:27 of the
overtime to snap the T-Birds win-
ning streak. Despite coming short
of victory, Springfield earned
standings points for the 11th time
in its last 13 games.

Municipalities, Shelter
Providers, and Community-
Based Organizations to Receive
Supplemental Grants

BOSTON- In anticipation
of increased wintertime shelter
needs for individuals experienc-
ing homelessness, the Executive
Office of Housing and Livable
Communities has awarded $9.9
million in supplemental grants
for shelter providers, munici-
palities, and community-based
organizations to open or expand
seasonal shelter bed capacity.

Through EOHLC’s Division
of Housing Stabilization’s One
Time Grants to Expand Capaci-
ty, Clinical Support Options has
been awarded $1,053,449 to add
an additional 22 beds and capaci-
ty to serve 100 people in warming
centers in Springfield, Greenfield

GRANT 1 from page 1

Councillor Mark Caci asked
how long the process would be to
submit the grant and to hear back.

“We won’t know until prob-
ably after July 1,” Latour said. “I
think it was September, when they
announced the awards.”

Councillor Phil Herbert con-
firmed that there would be public
hearings during the process of pur-
suing the grant.

“Participation of people going
to those and signing their name
is a big part of the town getting a
grant,” Herbert said. “From what I
remember from ALICE and stuff,
a big part of getting that grant is
public participation.”

The council voted to approve
Community Development’s re-
quest to the grant for $850,000.

Community Development’s
mission statement is listed on the
town’s website as “meeting the
housing and service needs of the
low- and moderate-income popu-
lation, building and repairing in-
frastructure vital to the health and
safety of the residents, and sup-
porting business development and
retention.”

To get in touch with Com-
munity Development, call 413-
283-2614, or send an email to
CommunityDevelopment@ Town-
OfPalmer.com.

and Northampton.

“This funding comes at a
critical time when residents ex-
periencing homelessness in the
Hampden district and across the
Pioneer Valley will face harsh
weather conditions”, said Sena-
tor Adam Gomez. “I"'m thankful
to Secretary Augustus and the
Healey-Driscoll administration
for ensuring our most vulnerable
men, women and children have
access to robust wrap-around ser-
vices intended to establish stabil-
ity in their lives.”
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in Palmer,
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“Our nonprofit communi-
ty partners provide a lifeline to
individuals who are struggling
with the very basic need of a safe
place to lay their head at night,”
said Housing and Livable Com-
munities Secretary Ed Augustus.
“In addition, these organizations
are well-equipped to connect in-
dividuals with other important
services ranging from behavioral
health to the search for perma-
nent housing, which helps lift
people out of homelessness.”

Annually, EOHLC supports

Administration Awards $9.9 Million to
Expand Individual Homelessness Winter Capacity

2,514 year-round beds and 363
winter beds for individuals expe-
riencing homelessness. The fund-
ing will support 595 additional
winter beds and will expand day-
time warming centers to prevent
unsheltered homelessness during
the cold winter months. Shelters
are run by nonprofit organiza-
tions that receive funding from
the state.

For more information, please
contact Senator Gomez’s office at
Adam.Gomez@MASenate.gov.

We’re promoting the history of local
businesses in our
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All local businesses are invited to showcase
themselves to our readers — ads will run in order
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of our community.
Don’t miss out on this special issue.
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Police/Fire

Palmer

The Palmer Police Department reported
442 incidents on its logs from Dec. 3
through Dec. 9.

Dec. 3

At 3:21 p.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on the
corner of Park Street and Central Street.

At 5:31 p.m. police responded to a
hit and run accident on Thorndike Street.

At 7 p.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on High
Street.

At 9:59 p.m. police gave summons
to Michael Lawrence Peterson, 56, of
3105 Main St., Bondsville, for no in-
spection sticker and operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended license.

Dec. 4

At 9:19 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Park
Street.

At 9:33 a.m. police gave summons
to James E. Yazbek, 44, of 54 Grover St.,
Everett, for operating a motor vehicle
with suspended registration, uninsured
motor vehicle and unlicensed operation
of a motor vehicle.

At 2:08 p.m. police responded to an
accident on property damage on Shearer

Street.

At 6:48 p.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Old
Warren Road.

At 11:47 p.m. police responded to
an accident with property damage on
Pine Street.

Dec. 5

At 12:15 a.m. police responded to
an accident with property damage on
River Street.

At 7:07 a.m. police responded to an
accident with personal injury on S. Main
Street.

At 7:17 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Bos-
ton Road.

At 7:17 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Ware
Street.

At 7:38 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Old
Warren Road.

At 7:39 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Park
Street.

At 8:35 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on the
corner of Palmer Street and Fuller Road.

At 9:24 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property on Ware Street.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Statement of Duties:

functions.

commensurate with experience.
Education and Experience:

selectboard@brimfieldma.org.

Town of Brimfield, MA
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE SELECT BOARD

The employee is responsible for providing a wide range of administrative and
clerical support services to the Select Board as well as supporting other town

This is a full-time position consisting of a 35 hours per week Monday —
Thursday with two (2) evening meetings per month. Compensation will be

High school education or further with a minimum of 3-5 years administrative
work experience preferably in municipal government and dealing with the
public and the required knowledge, ability and skill to perform the essential
functions of the position in an effective manner.

Thorough knowledge of office practices and procedures; working knowledge
of department operations and functions. Working knowledge of the Uniform
Procurement Act, M.G.L. Chapter 30B; M.G.L. Chapter 4 and Chapter 66
(Public Records Law); M.G.L. Chapter 268A (Conflict of Interest Law); and
Town Bylaws and State Statutes relevant to matters of the office and position.

A full job description can be found at www.brimfieldma.org on the
Employment Opportunities section located on the Select Board page.
Interested individuals are asked to apply by sending a letter of interest and
resume to the Select Board, 23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010, or to

The position will remain open until a qualified candidate is chosen.
The Town of Brimfield is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Job Connectio

If you have job postings to fill, get them

the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you

have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will

run in your community newspapers.
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Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

At 1:09 p.m. police arrested Wesson
G. Lussier Jr., 61, unhoused on two war-
rants.

At 9:04 p.m. police arrested John
Joseph Lewinski, 68, of 25 Warebrook
Dr., Ware, for obstructing an emergency
vehicle, OUI liquor and negligent opera-
tion of a motor vehicle.

Dec. 6

At 2:28 a.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage and gave
summons to Nicholas Daniel Dion, 28,
of 580 Keys Road, Warren, for leaving
the scene of property damage and im-
proper operation of a motor vehicle.

At 10:36 p.m. police responded to
an accident with property damage on
Thorndike Street.

Dec.7

At 11:57 a.m. police responded to
an accident with property damage on
Thorndike Street.

At 12 p.m. police arrested Todd N.
Sheldon, 59, of 1007 Baptist Hill St.,
Palmer, on a warrant.

At 1:27 p.m. police responded to an
accident with property damage on Ware
Street.

Dec. 8

At 10:03 a.m. police responded to

an accident with property damage on

Lawrence Street.

At 2:09 p.m. police gave summons
to Caitlin Joanne Goodale, 24, of 104
Gilbert Road, Southampton, for speed-
ing at a rate that exceeds posted speed
limit, operating a motor vehicle with reg-
istration revoked, uninsured motor vehi-
cle and not in possession of registration.

At 6:30 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to John Phillip Pierce, 44, of 454
State St., Belchertown, for defrauding a
restaurant.

At 7:04 p.m. police responded to
an hit and run accident on the corner of
Shearer Street and Thorndike Street.

Dec. 9

At 11:29 a.m. police responded to
an accident with property damage on
Park Street.

At 5:36 p.m. police received sex of-
fender registration.

At 5:39 p.m. police received sex of-
fender registration.

At 5:42 p.m. police received sex of-
fender registration.

At 5:44 p.m. police received sex of-
fender registration.

At 9:02 p.m. police received sex of-
fender registration.
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LEARNING

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at

the Palmer Public
Library, here to
help you meet your

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Professional And Educational Goals

TUTORS
NEEDED

For English Language Learners,

English, Writing & Math

Meet Your

HiSet Tutors:

educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Computer
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

$ Contact Us
For More Information
413-283-2329
email:
info@topfloorlearning.org

INSTANT FINANCING -

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

Local non-profit
announces three
projects

FISKDALE— Kids in the Congo, a local
non-profit started by St. Anne St. Patrick Parish
members in 2008, is announcing three projects to
help children in the Democratic Republic of Con-
g0, a country in central Africa. The projects include
furnishing a classroom, building a well, and creating
a farm - all to make a difference in the lives of the
world’s poorest. Kids in the Congo is also looking
for a volunteer to help with fundraising efforts.

“The Congo is one of the poorest nations in the
world, with most people living on less than $2 a day,”
said Lynne Brouillette, St. Anne St. Patrick Parish
member and Kids in the Congo founding organizer.
“Political instability, weak infrastructure, violence,
health crises, and poor education, all contribute to
these people remaining some of the poorest on earth,
and these three projects will make a difference to
many children and their families, for generations to
come. The world’s poorest need our help.”

This past November Kids in the Congo opened
and blessed a classroom at the Prince of Peace
School in the City of Beni. It was dedicated to Fa-
ther Oliver Blanchette, a Catholic priest, who cham-
pioned the Prince of Peace Beni School from its first
groundbreaking. Construction costs totaled $13,000
but do not include the costs for furniture and school
supplies.

Kids in the Congo is building a groundwater
well in the Village of Bibwa, which has no access
to clean water. Having the well means that people
won’t have to walk over a mile to a dirty river for
water, which is what they do now. The well will cost
just over $12,000.

The local non-profit is also working to provide
farmland for an animal co-op project. The project
will be managed by a high school graduate whose
education was sponsored by Kids in the Congo. The
farm will provide fresh produce and animals, such as
goats, chickens, rabbits, and pigs. People can work
in return for a share of the produce and livestock.
The farm will be a first of its kind in the region. The
project will cost a little over $13,000.

“Kids in the Congo is making a difference one
educated kid and one funded project at a time, but we
need a dedicated fundraising volunteer to help sup-
port our mission,” continued Brouillette. “If you’re
passionate about connecting with others and helping
to raise essential funds, we would love to have you
join us, but at least donate your cans and bottles!”

To help Kids in the Congo, donations can be
made through the website: www.kidsinthecongo.
org. Or bring redeemable cans and bottles, and even
water bottles, to the drop-off location in the St. Anne
St. Patrick Parish gift shop parking lot at 16 Church
Street, Fiskdale. To volunteer to help or have ques-
tions, please contact Lynne Brouillette, by emailing
kidsinthecongo@gmail.com or calling 413-209-
6526.

Since 2008, Kids in the Congo has helped over
200 children attend school, get an education, and
graduate high school. Over 20 kids have continued
on to universities and are now employed in agricul-
ture, business, and non-government organizations,
working to help people out of poverty.

To learn more about the Prince of Peace School,
please visit https://assumption.us/aa-news/prince-
of-peace-beni-school-congo/. To learn more about
the Kids in the Congo, please visit www.kidsinthe-
congo.org.

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski
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Stanley Joseph Lisiewicz
Died Dec. 5, 2024
Services Dec. 11, 2024
Beers & Story Palmer Funeral Home

Kathleen Nelick
Died Dec. 11, 2024
Services Dec. 17, 2024

Barbara Roberts Rondeau
Roger Rondeau
Services private

Beers & Story Funeral Home

Stanley Joseph Lisiewicz

Stanley Joseph Lisiewicz,
92, passed away on Dec. 5, 2024,
surrounded by his family.

He was born in Belchertown
on May 3, 1932, son of Joseph
Lisiewicz and Mary (Zaklinska)
Lisiewicz. His family emigrated
from Austria to eventually settle
on land in central Massachusetts.
They were forced to move from
that area, as the Swift River was
flooded to create the Quabbin
Reservoir. They then settled on a
farm on South Street in Belcher-
town. Stanley was the youngest
of seven children and survived
all of them and their spouses:
John and his wife Kazmiara,
Anne and her husband Harold,
Mildred and her husband Stan-
ley, Helen, who passed at age 8§,
Rose and her husband Steve, and
Sophie and husband Eddie.

Stanley was also preceded
in death by his wife of 32 years,
and our beloved mother, Vir-
ginia (Gondek) Lisiewicz. He
leaves behind two sons and one
daughter: John Lisiewicz and his
wife Pamela Lisiewicz, Donna
(Lisiewicz) Longtin and her hus-
band Joseph Longtin, and Dean
Lisiewicz. He has two grandchil-
dren, Mary (Lisiewicz) Mastro-
giovanni and Molly (Lisiewicz)
Lauzon. He has two great-grand-
children, Wesley and Mia Mas-
trogiovanni. He also is survived
by many nieces and nephews. He
was especially close to his niece,
Ellen.

Stanley had a strong work

ethic. For most of his
early life, he worked
on his parent’s farm
with his siblings, and
developed a skill for
gardening that later
fed his family well for
many years. He could
often be found in var-
ious locations around
Palmer selling his
prized tomatoes from his amaz-
ing garden! He worked on the
family farm, then worked sever-
al jobs along the way, including
managing his own tree business.
He worked for many years at the
Town of Palmer Highway Divi-
sion

until he retired. He used his
income to provide a good life
and home for his wife and three
children.

Stanley was a beloved son,
husband, father, father-in-law,
grandfather, uncle, brother, and
friend. He lived to make people
laugh and even in his last few
days, he was making the nurses
smile and laugh with his jokes.
He brought joy to so many of
us and made many new friends
along the way with his humor.

We will treasure his memo-
ry, joke books and his numerous
joke “cheat sheets” we are find-
ing everywhere. He was a true,
New England sports fan, and
watched almost every Red Sox
game that he could. Stanley was
an avid fan of the Boston Red
Sox. One of his lifelong dreams

ST

Y.
!

was fulfilled when the
Red Sox finally won
their first world series
in 86 years, and first in
his lifetime, in 2004.
We were able to cele-
brate his 80th birthday
with him at Fenway
Park, where they hon-
ored him on the giant
scoreboard. It was a
wonderful day and a cherished
memory for us all. He leaves a
legacy of a loving, close-knit
family, and a legacy of bringing
laughter and fun to so many. He
will be deeply

missed!

A private service was held
at Beers & Story Palmer Funer-
al Home on Dec. 11. In place
of flowers, please consider a
donation to Palmer Baseball
(palmerbaseball.org) or the
Palmer Senior Center (https:/
www.townofpalmer.com/index.
asp?SEC=FBOE60B3-7439-

Our family would like to
express our gratitude to every-
one who helped our Dad over
the years: Palmer Police, Fire
& EMS, Palmer & Greater
Springfield Senior Services staff
and volunteers, Professional
Medical Services, Caretenders
Visiting Nurses, and the many
families who would buy Stanley
lunch after he entertained them
with his many jokes! Dinner and
a show! We thank you all!

-
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Kathleen Xoa Merritt Nelick
of Washington, DC, passed away
on Dec. 11, 2024. She was 79
years old.

Kathleen was born to Mary
and Arthur Merritt on March 11,
1945, in Scituate, Massachusetts.
Kathy spent her formative years
in New England, growing up in
the coastal town of Scituate, va-
cationing in Cape Cod, and at-
tending University of Massachu-
setts Amherst, where she earned
a bachelor’s in mathematics.

Soon after graduating col-
lege, she met her lifelong love
Stephen Nelick while working
at Eastman Kodak in Roches-
ter, New York. Kathy and Steve
moved to the Washington, DC,
area, where they were married
in 1969. Their family became
three when son Adam was born
in 1981. Kathy worked at the
Library of Congress and then
the International Monetary Fund
before enjoying an early retire-

Kathleen Nelick

ment.

Ice skating kept
her busy in her early
family life, then Kathy
enjoyed her retirement
years with activities
like painting, garden-
ing, and traveling, in-
cluding regular trips
back to Cape Cod
with extended family.
She and Steve enjoyed explor-
ing their home city of 45 years
by biking and walking in their
neighborhood and the surround-
ing area. Kathy also believed in
the importance of giving back to
her community, volunteering at
schools, serving on the Friends
of the Palisades Library, and
supporting a variety of Washing-
ton, DC, organizations that work
to improve the lives of women
and children in the area.

In retirement, Kathy em-
braced her passion for art, taking
painting classes at Glen Echo

Park and exhibiting
her work in art shows.
Her beautiful paint-
ings hang in places of
pride in the homes of
her loved ones, who
will remember her
zest for life as they
gaze upon her work
for years to come.

Kathleen is pre-
ceded in death by her husband
Stephen Nelick, mother Mary
Merritt, father Arthur Merritt,
and brother-in-law Jeffrey Fair.
She is survived by son Adam
(Katherine) Nelick, grandchil-
dren Samuel and Charlotte, sis-
ter Barbara Fair, brothers Ste-
phen (Pamela) Merritt and John
(Han) Merritt, and niece and
nephew Alexis Fair and Drew
Merritt.

A funeral service was held
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Poolesville,
Maryland.

Barbara Roberts Rondeau & Roger Rondeau

With great respect and en-
during love, we acknowledge
the passing of Roger and Bar-
bara Rondeau, lifelong residents
of Palmer, Massachusetts. They
leave behind a legacy of dedica-
tion, love, and commitment to
family and community, having
spent 55 years of their lives unit-
ed in marriage.

Barbara Roberts Rondeau,
born on Aug. 14, 1950, was the
daughter of Wallace and Doris
(Keith) Roberts. With a gentle
soul and a heart full of kindness,
Barbara devoted over 30 years
of her life to Polymer Corpora-
tion in Bondsville. Known for
her passion for gardening and
cooking, she was a nurturing
presence to all around her, dedi-
cating much of her life to animal
welfare and charitable endeav-
ors. Barbara’s memory is cher-
ished and carried forward by her
sisters Norma Roberts and Cher-
yl Rovelli. She was preceded in
death by her brother, Wallace

Roberts, Jr.

Roger Rondeau was born on
Feb.4, 1946, to Arthur and Irene
(Kwalek) Rondeau. A man of the
land, Roger had a deep admira-
tion for the outdoors which was
evident in his lifelong pursuits
as a self-employed contractor,
running R&R  Landscaping,
R&L Paving, and an indepen-
dent truck driver for Gagliar-
ducci Construction. Known for
his love of wood splitting and
competitive spirit in the TriTown
Horseshoe League, Roger also
enjoyed spending time with his

brother Paul Rondeau. He joins
his predeceased siblings, David
and Pauline, in eternal rest.

Together, Roger and Barba-
ra found joy in the simple plea-
sures of life, investing time in
shared pastimes such as playing
cards and darts. Their lives and
love enriched their family im-
measurably.

They are survived by their
three children—Cynthia Ron-
deau (Justin), Stephen Rondeau
(Mellissa), and Jason Rondeau
(Nikki)—who will continue to
honor their parents’ loving spirit.
They were grandparents to many
grandchildren and great grand-
parents to 3 triplets and many
nieces and nephews.

In honoring their wishes, all
services for Roger and Barbara
Rondeau will be conducted pri-
vately. Beers & Story Funeral
Home was entrusted with the ar-
rangments. May their souls rest
in eternal peace.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encour-
ages readers to contact event coor-
dinators and organizers for updated
event times. Have an event to pro-
mote? Email the information (in
sentence form and as a Word doc or
plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.
com.

INTERESTS

CHOIR REHEARSALS take
place every Thursday from 6:30-8
downstairs in the music area. Under
the direction of Kiel Krommer, Di-
rector of Music Ministries at First
Church, Monson. New members
of all faiths are welcome to join the
choir. There is no need to audition
or sign up, just come. Choir mem-
bers will be sure to enjoy the mu-
sic for Advent and Christmas and
the special community concert at
the Silver Street Chapel on Sunday,
Dec. 15.

PIONEER VALLEY QUIL-
TERS Guild meets at the Elks
Lodge #61 at 440 Tiffany St.,
Springfield. Meetings are held on
the first Wednesday of the month at
6:30 p.m. and all are welcome. The
mission of the guild is two-fold: to
share the joy of quilting with others
and to work for the betterment of
the community. Monies raised (as
in the biannual quilt show) support
various workshops and speakers
for the meetings, as well as allow
the guild to buy materials that are
then used to create donated items.

The guild has donated quilts, baby
bibs, cardiac pillows, and Christmas
stockings for veterans to a variety of
community agencies, including but
not limited to the Springfield Res-
cue Mission and the Gray House.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in
2-4 p.m. daily at the Holland Public
Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn
or practice different crafts. There
are new crafts every Wednesday.
For more information, call 413-
245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSE-
UM: Located at 35 Ely Rd., Mon-
son, nature trails are open daily
until dusk for hiking, snowshoe-
ing and cross-country skiing. Trail
maps can be found in the parking
lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden
is open year-round (handouts in box
on one of the signposts). For more
information call 413-267-4137,
email khm@keephomesteadmuse-
um.org or visit keephomesteadmu-
seum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUIL-
TERS GUILD: Members meet at 1
p-m. on the first and third Thursdays
of the month in the Amvets post at
2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The
Guild is a no-pressure group with
varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best
In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a
year. For more information, con-
tact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044
or Merry Mombourquette at 283-
7577. Follow them on Facebook for
more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5
p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every
Thursday at the Monson Polish
Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. Rose’s
line dancing classes include abso-
Iute beginners and beginners, and
participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear
comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m.
the second Tuesday of every month
at Top Floor Learning (third floor
of the Palmer Library at 1455 N.
Main St.). Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card
games or bring your own. Must be
16 or older unless accompanied by
an adult. No Registration Required
— just show up! Questions? Call
283-2329, or 283-3691, or email
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER
OPEN FOR WINTER SEASON: 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday.
The center is located on Rt 116, at
the center of the Holyoke Range
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff
will be available for visitors. Com-
ing in January, programs will also
be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park
web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Mon-
son Free Library with Randy Em-
erson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to
6:45 p.m.

Baystate and

New multi-year contract
protects patients’ access
to affordable, high-
quality care

SPRINGFIELD - Baystate
Health and Wellpoint have reached
anew multi-year contract that main-
tains patients’ access to the doctors
and nurses they know and trust.
This means that Wellpoint members
will continue to have access to all
Baystate Health hospitals, facilities,
doctor offices, convenient care, and

ancillary service centers as well
as its affiliated physicians through
Baycare Health Partners on January
1, 2025 and beyond.

“We are extremely pleased to
have reached a new agreement with
Wellpoint and ensure continued
access for health plan members to
the care they receive at Baystate
Health and our affiliated physicians
through Baycare Health Partners,”
said Peter D. Banko, President &
CEO of Baystate Health. “From
the beginning, our mutual goal was
to ensure we continue to meet the
needs of our patients today and in
the future and protect their access to

Wellpoint reach agreement

essential services in Western Mas-
sachusetts.”

“We worked tirelessly to come
to an agreement that preserves ac-
cess to high-quality, affordable care
at Baystate Health for Wellpoint
members,” said David Morales,
general manager of Wellpoint. “We
are pleased that our longstanding
partnership with Baystate Health
will continue promoting preven-
tive care and supporting the whole
health of the individuals our organi-
zations serve across the Springfield
region.”

Virtual support groups for those with cancer

PALMER— During a cancer
journey patients and their families
often benefit from the support of
others. Virtual support groups are
being held now and through 2025,
by Camille St.Onge, LICSW and
oncology social worker.

For many years, people had
to travel to a predetermined loca-
tion to attend cancer support group
meetings. As a result of restrictions
during the COVID-19 pandemic
virtual support groups began meet-
ing entirely online, with participants
joining through video conferencing
plat-
forms
like
Zoom.
Today,
many
people
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prefer this method because it offers
flexibility, and convenience, and al-
lows them to access support from
where they are without needing to
physically travel to a meeting loca-
tion.

“Sharing concerns with a sup-
port group can be a beneficial way
for people facing cancer to get the
help they need to cope with the
physical and emotional concerns
that arise during and after a cancer
diagnosis,” said St. Onge. “While
support and self-help groups can
vary greatly, groups share one thing
in common, they are a place where
people can share personal stories,
express emotions, and be heard in
an atmosphere of acceptance, un-
derstanding, and encouragement.”

The support groups are de-
signed to help patients, their fam-

ilies and caregivers cope with the
challenges of a cancer diagnosis.
Virtual Support Group offered
include: General Cancer Support
Group: first Wednesday of each
month, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Part-
ners in Caregiving: second Wednes-
day of each month, 5 to 6:30 p.m.;
Expressive Writing through Cancer,
third Wednesday of each month, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.; Breast Cancer Sup-
port Group, fourth Wednesday of
each month, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
All meetings are currently
held virtually and are made possi-
ble by funds raised by the Walk of
Champions. For more information
contact Camille St.Onge, LICSW,
Oncology Social Worker by call-
ing 413-239-7239 or by email at
cstomagin@ gmail.com.

offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid

Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusy Family

Benches “ Statues

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ** www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7588 Fax

413-589-7564 Office

Monuments
Bronze Plaques
Cemetery Signage

Custom Design Work
Cleaning “ Markers ** Vases
Granite Signs

413-531-5360

Obituary, costing

$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

— RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA I 583-6508 3
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The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center ® 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:
Tues. 10am - 4pm « Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm * Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE T0 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library
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Public Notices

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
In accordance with

the provisions of Chapter
40A, Section 11 M.G.L.,
the Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on
Monday, January 6th, 2025
at 7:15 PM in the Town
Administration Building,
4417 Main Street, Palmer,
MA.

The applicant, Ramin Piri
Alamdari, is seeking Site
Plan Approval as allowed
under section 171.29 to con-
vert the existing building to
a two-family dwelling and
construct a gravel parking
area on the property located
at 25 Bourne Street, Palmer.
This parcel is also known as
Assessor’s Map 71, Lot 91.

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the
Planning Department office
in the Town Administration
Building from 8:30 AM to
4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in
more information or wishing
to be heard on the applica-
tion can contact the Planning
Department at 413-283-2605
or appear at the time and
place designated above.

This notice shall also be
posted on the Massachusetts
Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.01g).

Michael Marciniec,
Chairman
12/19, 12/26/2024

Town of Palmer
Town Council
Notice of Passage
Effective January 1, 2025
On Dember 9th, 2024 the
Palmer Town Council voted
to amend the
Code of Ordinances
by adding Chapter 123:
Betterments to Improve
Private Ways

§123-1 Purpose.

This Chapter sets forth
the Town of Palmer’s
requirements for multiple
property owners to petition
the Town Council to assess
betterments to fund improve-
ments to private ways open
to public use. Public funds
may not be used to make
improvements to private
ways. The assessment of
betterments may allow mul-
tiple property owners to
ensure that all properties
benefited by improvements
to a private way pay a fair,
proportionate share of the
costs of the improvements,
and allows the Town to carry
out the improvements with-
out spending public funds.
This Chapter is not intended
to provide assistance to those
wishing to build new roads
or to effect repairs to private
ways closed to public use.

§123- 2 Acceptance of
Petitions.

A. Petitions shall be sub-
mitted to the Department of
Public Works using a peti-
tion form provided by the
Department of Public Works.

B. The petition shall be
signed by at least two-thirds
(2/3rds) of the abutters of the
road to whom betterments
are to be assessed.

C. Each petition shall
identify, by the use of
Assessors maps or written
explanation, the abutting
properties of the road to
whom betterments are to be
assessed.

D. Each petition shall
identify a person as the
“Applicant”. A fee of Five
Hundred Dollars ($500) shall
accompany each petition.
This fee will be included
in the cost of the requested
repairs and will be credited
against the assessment of
betterments when the work is
completed.

§123- 3 Project Scope.

A. Upon receipt of a
petition, the Department of
Public Works shall perform
an on-site inspection of the
repair request and develop an
initial scope of work. Where
required, the on-site inspec-
tion of the road will be con-
ducted in the presence of the
Applicant.

B. The Department of
Public Works shall meet
with the Applicant to review
its findings and determine
the final scope of work and
cost estimate. The cost of
any surveying and/or engi-
neering tasks by outside
firms deemed necessary for
the scope of work by the
Department of Public Works,
in its sole and absolute dis-
cretion, shall be paid by the
petitioner.

C. After the project scope
and cost estimate has been
agreed to by the Applicant,
the Department of Public
Works shall send a break-
down of the estimated costs
and apportioned share of the
betterments to each abutting
property owner. Estimated
costs shall include a contin-
gency to address potential
cost increases and abate-
ments as permitted by law.
Upon receiving (i) a signed
form agreeing to repay the
cost of the apportioned share
from the required percentage
of abutting property owners
set forth in § 123-2.B and
(i1) rights of entry or other
forms of authorization to
enter the affected ways or
other properties as needed,
the Department of Public
Works shall issue a report to
the Town Council for review,
at which time the fee paid
under §123-2.D shall become
non-refundable. Should the
Department of Public Works
not receive the submissions
required by the preceding
sentence, the project will be
canceled. In such instance, a
new application must be sub-
mitted pursuant to Section 2
of this Chapter.

D. At a public hear-
ing, the Town Council shall
review the repair request
and cost estimates and vote
whether to approve a final
list of abutting property
owners and adopt an Order
of Assessment together with
an Estimate of Betterments,
as provided under Chapter
80, Section 2, of the General
Laws, for selected projects.
The Council may elect to
postpone any repair requests
or to cancel a project indef-
initely.

E. Following approv-
al, the Order of Assessment
and Estimate of Betterments
shall be recorded within 90
days from the adoption of
the Order with the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds.

§123- 4 Town Funding
Options

Any project or subse-
quent work pursuant to
this Chapter may, with
the approval of the Town
Manager, be funded through
the temporary or perma-
nent borrowing of funds or
through the use of any avail-
able Town funds, with any
costs (which may include
construction costs, engi-
neering costs, administrative
costs, and legal costs) and/or
interest related thereto to be a
part of the overall total proj-
ect costs. Any borrowing and
the term of such borrowing
shall be subject to applicable
Massachusetts General Laws.

§123 - 5 Assessment of
Betterments and Method of
Payment.

A. Within six months of
completion of the repairs,
the Department of Public
Works shall calculate the
actual cost of the repair and
send a list of the final appor-
tioned shares for each abut-
ting property owners to the
Board of Assessors. Shares
will be apportioned among
the abutting property owners
as allowed by law.

B. The Board of
Assessors shall, with the con-
sent of the owner of the land
assessed, apportion assess-
ments for the improvements
and/or repairs as allowed by
law, with any apportionment
not to exceed 20 years. By
law, owners shall have the
option of paying off appor-
tioned assessments before
they are due.

§123 - 6 Public Use.

Any private way
improved in accordance
with this Chapter may not
be closed to public use for
the duration of the maximum
apportionment of any better-
ment assessed in accordance
with this Chapter.

§123 - 6 Miscellaneous
Information.

A. Commencement
of any work pursuant to
this Chapter is subject to
Department of Public Works
scheduling.

B. Betterment assess-
ments are a lien on the prop-
erty and assessed in accor-
dance with Chapter 80 of the
General Laws.

C. Any maintenance
of the completed work and
future repairs of any work
performed under this Chapter
shall be the sole responsibil-
ity of the abutting property
owners and not the Town of
Palmer. Any future improve-
ments would require a new
petition pursuant to Section 2
of this Chapter.

D. Inquiries and com-
ments from abutting proper-
ty owners (unless in writing)
shall be made through the
Applicant and not directly

to the Department of Public
Works.
§123- 7 Liability.

The Town shall not
be liable on account of any
damages caused by repairs
made under this Chapter and
Chapter 84, Section 25, of
the General Laws shall not
apply to such repairs. Any
requests for subsequent work
related to the initial work
shall be deemed to be a new
request and subject to the
provisions of this Chapter.
12/19/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield MA, 01103

Docket No. HD24P2593PM
In the matter of:
Henry Lomba
Of: Palmer, MA
RESPONDENT
(Person to be
Protected/Minor)
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONSERVATOR OR
OTHER PROTECTIVE
ORDER PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304 & §5-405

To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed
by Joseph Lomba of Palmer,
MA in the above captioned
matter alleging that Henry
Lomba is in need of a
Conservator or other pro-
tective order and requesting
that Joseph Lomba of of
Palmer, MA (or some other
suitable person) be appoint-
ed as Conservator to serve
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the
court to determine that the
Respondent is disabled, that
a protective order or appoint-
ment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed
Conservator is appropriate.
The petition is on file with
this court.

You have the right to
object to this proceeding.
If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance at this
court on or before 10:00
a.m. on the return date of
01/20/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadllne
date by which you have to
file the written appearance
if you object to the petition.
If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return
date, action may be taken in
this matter without further
notice to you. In addition to
filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must
file a written affidavit stating
the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30
days after the return dat.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s
right to make decisions
about personal affairs or
financial affairs or both.
The above-named person
has the right to ask for a
lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of
the above-named person.
If the above-named person
cannot afford a lawyer, one
may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M. Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 16, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
12/19/2024

More notices on
page 15

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, he sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

Classifieds
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Call us at 413.283.8393

ARIES DELUXE 28 SNOW-
BLOWER. Electric start, drive fully
rebuilt. $600 or best offer. 413-426-
8092.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires,
used only two winters. No defects.
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald

Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING:
OLD COLLECTABLES.
We are looking to pay cash for pipe
holders, tobacco tins, advertising tins,
beer trays, beer taps, beer signs, brass
figures, etc. Please don't hesitate to
reach out.
Teestreasures413@gmail.com
Call or text:
413-374-7388 Marty.
Located in Western Mass.

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

(Retro World )

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

Read your local
newspaper online at

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x**xx%A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior  painting/staining, wallpaper
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship,
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING

TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math
K-8, online, your home or library.
Call 978-799-9096.
petedoni51@live.com

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

2009 NISSAN VERSA. 4-door,
blue, all-wheel drive. Runs and looks
new. One owner. 90,000 miles. $6500.
413-466-4426.

FREE TOW

G

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

THE TOWN OF OAKHAM is seek-
ing an experienced municipal Trea-
surer/Collector. 15 hours a week,
negotiable pay based on experience.
Please send resumes to admin@
oakham-ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
The Town of Blandford is seeking
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent.
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website
TownOfBlandford.com or email
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ASST. ADULT SERVICES
LIBRARIAN - P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR |
PUBLIC WORKS
SKILLED WORKER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several vacancies. For application, and
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.

Application deadlines vary. EOE

o o
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting
letters of interest from qualified can-
didates to fill a part-time (six hours a
week) Administrative Assistant
position in the Town Highway Depart-
ment.

Duties include providing customer
service, handling department's incom-
ing and outgoing correspondence,
processing payroll and maintaining
records.

The pay rate range for this position is
$18.16/hour to $26.26/hour

A more in-depth job description can
be found on the Town’s website: www.
worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by Highway
Superintendent Devon Wolf - telephone
number 413-685-5949. Please send
letter of interest, resume and three (3)
references with relevant contact infor-
mation to: worthingtonhighway@
gmail.com or to Worthington
Highway Department, PO Box
643, Worthington, MA, 01098.
This posting will remain pertinent until
the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

—
¢

www.newspapers.turley.com MONDAY AT NOON
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
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Quabbin——

Village Hills

Circulation:

. 50,500
=

CHESTERRELD &
OOLEFELD

S

-
e

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRIGE OF ONE!

BELCHERTOMN

5

NEW BRANTREE

WEST NORTH
BROOKFELD | BRODKFELD

<

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM
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Public Notices

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 25 State Street,
Monson, MA 01057

By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Robert L.
Meacham II to RBS Citizens,
N.A., and now held by
Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a
RBS Citizens, N.A., said
mortgage dated November
24, 2015 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 20967, Page
114, as affected by a Loan
Modification dated April 19,
2023 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 25009, Page
341; for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at
Public Auction on January
9, 2025 at 12:00 PM Local
Time upon the premises, all
and singular the premises
described in said mortgage,
to wit:

a certain tract of land
with the buildings there-
on, situate on the souther-
ly side of State Street in
sad Monson, bounded and
described as follows

BEGINNING at an iron
pin in the ground at the
northeast corner of land of
Frederick J Sullivan thence
EASTERLY along the
southerly side of said State
Street, eighty-two (82) feet
to land of Alce E McCray;
thence SOUTHERLY along
last named land EIGHTY-
EIGHT and ONE-HALF
(88%2) feet to the north-
east corner of land con-
veyed by Mary A North to
Seraph North, November 4,
1941, now of Mabel North,
see Probate Record Estate
of Seraph North; thence
WESTERLY along said last
named land, SEVENTY-
SEVEN (77) feet to a stone
bound in line of land of sad
Fredrick J Sullivan; thence N
1° W along last named land
NINETY-SIX (96) feet to the
place of beginning.

Said premises are con-
veyed SUBJECT to right
of way, in favor of Seraph
North, her heirs and assigns,
ten (10) feet in width, run-
ning along the easterly line
of the above described prem-
ises from property conveyed
by Mary A North to Seraph
North to said State Street.

BEING the same premis-
es conveyed to the mortgagor
herein by deed dated October
10, 2015 to be record-
ed in the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds simultane-
ously herewith.

The description of the
property contained in the
mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error
in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see
deed dated October 10, 2015
and recorded in the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 20967, Page 110.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and
conveyed subject to all liens,
encumbrances, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, municipal liens and
assessments, if any, which
take precedence over the said
mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the
purchase price must be paid
in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check
at the time and place of the
sale by the purchaser. The
balance of the purchase price
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days after the date
of sale.

Other terms to be
announced at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Citizens Bank,
N.A. f/k/a RBS Citizens,
N.A.
Present Holder of the
Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

12/12, 12/19, 12/26/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P2450EA
Estate of:

Richard Jerome O’Connor
Date of Death:
August 20, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interest-
ed in the above captioned
estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Jesse O’Connor
of Monson, MA.

Jesse O’Connor of
Monson, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being
administered under informal
procedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

12/19/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P2556EA
Estate of:
Donna M Regan
Also known as:
Donna Marie Regan
Date of Death: 09/04/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Thomas Apuzzo
of Armonk, NY requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Thomas Apuzzo of
Armonk, NY be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court

before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 01/07/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and
expenses of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 10, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
12/19/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD15P1865EA
Estate of:
Katherine J Shea
Date of Death: 05/26/2010
CITATION ON
PETITION
FOR FORMAL
APPOINTMENT
OF SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed
by: City of Holyoke of
Holyoke, MA requesting
that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order that
John J. Ferriter, Esq. of
Holyoke, MA be appoint-
ed as Successor Personal
Representative(s) of said
estate to serve With
Personal Surety on the
bond and for such other
relief as requested in the
Petition.

You have the right
to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object
to this proceeding. To do
S0, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this
Court before 10:00 a.m. on
01/08/2025.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an Affidavit
of Objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return
date, action may be taken
without further notice to
you.

The estate is being

administered under formal
procedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but recip-
ients are entitled to notice
regarding the adminis-
tration from the Personal
Representative and can
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M. Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 11, 2024
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/19/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P2570EA
Estate of:

Eugene C Vandall
Also known as:
Eugene Clifford Vandall
Date of Death: 09/30/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Doreen J Stanuch
of Belchertown, MA
requesting that the Court

enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other
relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Doreen J Stanuch
of Belchertown, MA be
appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 01/08/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date,

but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons

interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and
expenses of administration
WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 11, 2024
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
12/19/2024

More notices on page 14
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Canly Qeadlines

for all LEGAL NOTICES...

All Papers
Will Deadline
Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for
Publication
Dec. 23-27

Happy Holidays !

Happy How Yean!

All Papers
Will Deadline
Friday, Dec. 27

at Noon for

Publication
Dec. 30-Jan. 3

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY'! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

ti

.-'|.-

HOME
ROs

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

LOGGING
Park Saw Shop

LOGGING - ARBORIST - SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged * Rentals Available
413-544-9027 - 1-800-232-6132

1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm - Sat. 7am-Noon

ST/IHL - ®Husqvarna

2 ROOFING
Roberts Roofs ==~

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate - Copper - Architectural Shmgles
Gutters - Historical Restoration
Flat Roofs - SNOW REMOVAL
A Trusted Name Since 1982

413-283-4395 - Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofslnc.com

3 HOME, YARD, GARAGE
WICK F
T o-of-nhf

o sy RE 32,444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031

wers | 413-477-6913 o www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local HOME PROs

CALL 283-8393

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages www.moultoninsurance.com
and generous bonus program. Van work available too! OUL TON Insurance Agency

BUSINESS ¢ AUTO ® HOME e LIFE

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

J.P. McCarthy & Sons Y

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM ARBELLA

INSURANCE
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Diamond lJunction
Bowling Lane__s

Candlepin Bowling
Arcade & Pool Table
Club Car Bar
~ Birthday Parties and more!
BlacklishBowling!
Fri & Sat Opon-lZam
S8 alll yom cam howll
Y ; . |

~ 1446 N. Main St
Palmer,MA
413.289.0013

www.diamondjunctionlanes.com |

S)eaMn/S
Greelings!
Call Us
To Cater Your
Home & Office
Celebration
ﬂ‘a””?‘ A,
“‘sv CHECK OUT OUR MENU!
D ASK ABOUT DELIVERY!
G 1620 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
/ \\ 413 283-5555
Palmer, MA Fax 413-283-5558

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm ¢ Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

Hope Your Holiday Is
Simply Floss-some

Thanks for filling our year
with so many smiles!

Dhillon Family &
Cosmetic Dentistry

173 West St., Ware ¢ 413-967-7140
dhillonfamilydental.com

Pennington
Painting Co.

INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

www.penningtonpaintingco.net
Dustin Pennington
413-813-7328

Merry Christmas

o/ To All of Qur &
Friends

~ Family,
& Customers!

[N\

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from
WARE COIN &

k.

LAUNDROMATS

~ 2 LOCATIONS ~
142 West Street in Big Y Plaza

143 Main Street downtown Ware
Open 5am to 10pm
last wash and dry 8:30pm

te Wish Yeu a
CHRISTMAS

Thank you for including us in your stops
throughout 2024! Your support has kept

us going, and we’ve really enjoyed the
journey with all of you. Happy Holidays!

Hoppy Folidays To el

STIHL ®Husqvarna ‘ &

PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY
1292 PARK ST. 1-800-232-6132
PALMER, MA 01069  (413) 544-9027

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7Zam-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged

1ApDY

HOLIDAVS! Ap%ﬁ no 1

Italian, Greek&Amerlcan Cuisine
(413) 283-9939 . (413) 283-9930
1581 North Main Street, Palmer

Sun. - Thurs. 11 am - 8:30 pm;
Fri. - Sat. 11 am - 9:00 pm FH};'L-OEﬁB'ge

)\ AMANDA ROY
M&WDW

186 Main Street, 1R
Monson, MA 01057

413-893-9377
BetterBean413@gmail.com

MONSON, MA
EST 2023

RENTALS AVAILABLE <
PALMER  +#x

HAPPY

PACKAGE {115y

1615 N. Main Street, Palmer
American owned since 1952

“# __Busch 18pk $13.99 plus dep.

HEAT PRO Inc.

HVAC SERVICES — LICENSED & INSURED
Christmas from
The Harpers

Owners - Peter and Suzanne Harper
Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

Me

Appllance Inc.

: VISIT US LAST!
: Purchase Jfrom a dealer who also services!

¢ COMPLETE LINE OF NEW & SLIGHTLY USED APPLAINCES
* GREAT SELECTION OF WEBER GRILLS AND ACCESSORIES
. 6 & 12 Months Financing . Avallable

- Servmng Household Appliances since 1928

~ Al Makes & Models™

© e

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

*% 42 W. Main St, Brookfield, MA
" www davesapp.com

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 10-3

Guzik Motor
Sales, Inc.

[ AL_,\“JD

=
ﬁm gmzcnum

Never a Document Fee
Never A Dealer Prep Fee
Never An Interest Rate Mark Up

E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware

Just Over the West Brookfield Line

413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078
www.guzikmotors.com

merry chm

JEFFERY & JEFFERY INC.
- Deputy Tax Collectors

137 Main Street ¢ PO Box 720
Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

413-967-9941 « www.jefferyandjeffery.com

% Ketel 175 ML $34.99 *ﬁ* 413-967-4721
= ""—
& 2

F e,
Seasons ,3
Greetings

May All the Comforts from Bondo

and Traditions of the & Nesco

Holiday Season Warm " Autobody

Your Heart and Home

Funeral Home, Inc.

Lissee Lombard, Owner
Licensed Funeral Director, Certified Pre-Planning Consultant

3 Bridge Street, Monson, MA 01057 @ 413-267-3011

Wiches 9020 G Wdhder(fué
& Saﬁe %&dag Season!

2001 Calkms Road, Three Rlvers, MA
(413) 283-2561 » www.jstolarinsurance.com

4

HAKIM MEDICAL

Michael H. Hakim, MD

182 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-5562
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

from the staff of
HAKIM MEDICAL

Family .“'"“

Nesco SaLes™e

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

* Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available  * Collision Specialists

91 State St., Bondsville, MA & 283'6403

www.nescoautobody.com =

State Senator
Peter Durant,

Donnie Berthiume

. & Todd Smola .

& Beyond
Wishing all

Happy Felidoyy!

Remember to

SHOP LOCAL

a member Teday!
Contact us at www.warebca.com
for more information or follow us on Facebook.



