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PHCC Volunteers hold 
toy drive at annual Tree 
and Wreath Festival

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – This past weekend, 
the Historical and Cultural Cen-
ter held its 12th annual Tree and 
Wreath Festival.

From Friday, Dec. 6 to Sunday, 
Dec. 8, Harmony Hall was fully 
decked out with over 35 trees and 
wreaths that were raffled off. Live 
entertainment through the festival 
included musical performances and 
kids activities offered in the lower 
level Villages Room.

The Cultural Center set up a 
collection box for the Toy Drive, set 
up by the Lions Club of Palmer. For 
each toy donated, residents received 
one raffle ticket to be spent on a tree 
or wreath of their choice.

David Golden of the Historical 
and Cultural Council said that he 
was “very happy and pleased with 
the way that it came out this year.”

“We’re very thankful to the 
downtown Palmer Business group,” 
Golden said. “They are very helpful 
in getting the trees all put together 
and decorated.”

The all-volunteer board of 
the Historical and Cultural Center 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, Path-
finder Technical Vocational School 
held its annual Career Night, where 
it invited families from all over the 
region to learn about the different 
programs the school has to offer.

Principal Ryan Rege, attend-
ing his first Career Night since as-
suming the role of principal, said 
that this year’s turnout was incred-
ible.

“It’s fantastic to see so many 
people interested in career and 
technical education,” Rege said, 
“we’re happy to have our students 
in all the tech programs showing 
off their skills and knowledge and 
giving demonstrations and show-
ing these families what we do 
here.”

Caitlin Phelps, Pathfinder’s 
Cooperative Education Coordi-
nator and Grants Administrator, 
said that Career Night is one of her 
favorite events, “because the com-

munity gets a window into what 
we see happening here every day.”

“We have over 150 student 
volunteers who come to share their 
excitement and passion about the 
awesome things they’re doing in 
their tech programs, and the staff 

has an opportunity to share their 
energy and joy about what we do 
here at Pathfinder Tech,” Phelps 
said.

Superintendent Eric Duda 

Families enjoy the 
holiday season
at First Church
By Marcelo Gusmão

Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – This Saturday, lo-
cal residents joined Santa Claus for 
breakfast at the First Church.

On the morning of Saturday, 
Dec. 7, Santa and Mrs. Claus took 
some time off from his work up 
north to take pictures with local 
families. The First Church served 
a continental breakfast and hosted 
storytime and arts and crafts in its 
community room, where even The 
Grinch made an appearance.

The event is made possible 
through a collaboration between the 
First Church, Monson Together, the 
schools, and town departments. It 
offered arts and crafts for the kids, 
and a storytime with Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus before breaking out into more 
arts and crafts.

Karen Davis said named a crew 
of volunteers from the First Church, 
including Lisa Borlen, Sarah 
Brown, Cynthia DeSellier, Bethany 
Mann, Janice Muldrew, and Erin 
Wallace.

“It’s great, we have a great 
collaboration with the town, Davis 
said. “We do a few different things 
throughout the year. This makes it 
more of a community event.”

“Admission is free with a toy, 
that goes to the town’s Toy Drive,” 
said Davis. “We do it through Mon-
son Together. The school and the 
town all combine to do it.”

Davis described receiving toy 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BRIMFIELD — Towns across 
the world are lighting up with twin-
kling lights, wreaths of pine, and 
red ribbon bows as the holiday sea-
son arrives, and Christmas is swiftly 
approaching. 

The town held its tree-lighting 
ceremony over the weekend, and it 
did not disappoint, bringing with it 
an array of new and fun opportuni-
ties to get together with friends. 

The Boy Scouts Troop 7 has 
been the face of the tree lighting 
for the past five to six years, bring-
ing with them holiday cheer and a 
chance for the community to meet 
them. 

This year, they had their own 
mini Festival of Wreaths for the 
very first time, where for a $20 do-

O’ Christmas tree
COMMUNITY

Brimfield welcomes Christmas with 
annual tree lighting

Student Ambassadors guide visitors 
through Pathfinder Tech’s Career Night

SCHOOL

Cooper, Caleb, and Chloe excited 
to see Santa and share their top 
Christmas list wishes.
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Correspondent 

MONSON – The School Com-
mittee met on Dec. 4, discussing top-
ics ranging from a therapy dog policy, 
transportation for non-resident Voca-
tional School students, and the search 
for a new interim superintendent. 

Therapy dog
The Committee had previously 

approved the policy to allow a thera-
py dog in the school district. Despite 
this, there are now concerns about in-
surance and who is liable for the dog 
being in schools. 

In the policy, the animal’s owner 
must have its own insurance on the 
dog for it to be allowed in schools. 

According to Committee Chair Ali-
son Morgan, the dog’s handler does 
have insurance on the animal current-
ly approved. 

However, Morgan said, “The 
town insurance will not provide any 
coverage to the town or the school re-
garding the dog.”

This means if someone were to 
sue over anything involving the dog, 
the school and town would be direct-
ly responsible for the cost of litiga-
tion and any potential damages. The 
handler’s insurance on the dog does 
not protect Monson or the schools. 

Morgan went on to say that be-
cause of the way the therapy dog pol-
icy was announced, making it seem 
like the dog belonged to the school 

district, liability could be placed with 
the town. 

“That was not the intent for us 
to make it sound that way, however 
that is the way some individuals are 
interpreting it,” said Morgan.

The town insurance policy sug-
gests creating a waiver for students’ 
parents to sign to be allowed to inter-
act with the dog. The therapy dog has 
not been working within the school 
system since these legal concerns 
were brought forward. 

After discussing their options, 
the committee decided to reach out to 
other local school districts to see how 
they handle their therapy dog pro-
grams. An official decision regard-
ing the dog will be made at a future 

school committee meeting. Until a 
decision is made, the dog will not be 
visiting schools.

Travel Club
The school committee also heard 

about the high school’s Travel Club’s 
plans for their next trip for April 
2026. Planning has begun now, to 
lock in quotes for the cost of visiting 
three cities in Spain. 

As it stands now, the all inclusive 
trip will cost students about $4,000 
for 10 days. The trip will be open to 
grades nine through 12. The Com-
mittee voted to approve the quote so 
planning for the trip can begin. 

The Committee also spoke about 
a letter they received from the town 
of Cummington asking for other 

towns to join in on a letter they are 
sending to Governor Maura Healey 
regarding non-resident transportation 
tuition for vocational school students. 

Director of Curriculum Kather-
ine Watts, explained that if a student 
wants a vocation that their communi-
ty does not offer, they can apply to 
attend a vocational school in another 
district. She says if they are accept-
ed, the student’s home district has to 
provide transportation for them to the 
school. 

“This can become a very cost 
heavy laden issue for districts be-
cause they have no recourse, they 
have to provide the transportation le-
gally,” said Watts. 

She went on to say that the town 

could potentially be responsible for 
this kind of cost next year, depend-
ing on if the student goes to the other 
vocational school. The Committee 
voted to also send a letter to the gov-
ernor in solidarity with Cummington 
regarding this issue. 

Superintendent
In the ongoing search for the dis-

trict’s interim superintendent, two ap-
plicants were brought in on Dec. 10 
for an open meeting.

Morgan said they hope to have 
the new interim superintendent start 
on Jan. 6 once chosen. She said once 
an interim candidate is hired, the fo-
cus can then shift to finding a perma-
nent superintendent. 

Monson School Committee discusses Therapy Dog policy

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Student Ambassadors Cameron Delamere, Jason Benmahidi, and Evan 
Connon guided students through the Automotive Department.

BRIMFIELD   ❙   page 11

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Lincoln, age 8, admired the Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce tree with 
his grandmother, Pearl Daley (not pictured).

Submitted photo

Mrs. Claus and her husband were invited by the First Church to read 
and share a breakfast.
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MARSEILLE, PARIS, ZEUS, &  SHELBY

This is Marseille, Paris, and Zeus, with Shelby 
in the back. They live together with Maryann Car-
ter-Laventure in Palmer. We feature your pets here. Is 
your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, 
mouse…you get the point. Is there a pet you’re foster-
ing and trying to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email 
a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a little information 
to journalregister@turley.com. 

of theof the

NEW CHINA
Chinese Restaurant

413-267-0505
123 Main Street

Monson, MA

Serving delicious Chinese cuisine. 
Our specialty dishes 

are well crafted to create 
a delightful culinary experience. 

Order online through 
Beyond Menu

Hours: Mon. 4-8pm • Tues.-Thurs. 11am-9pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-9pm

Order online at FarmerMatt.com 
or call 508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order your 
Premium Holiday Roasts
Make your holiday gatherings truly special. From 
the luxurious tenderness of Tenderloin Roast to 
the mouthwatering richness of Prime Rib Roast, 
our premium cuts are the centerpiece your table 
deserves. Whether it’s a Standing Rib Roast for a 
grand feast or a Spoon Roast for a cozy meal, you’ll 
find the perfect roast to create cherished moments 
at home this holiday season.

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

Town Administrator 
shares updates from 
department heads

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At last week’s Select Board meeting, 
the Town Administrator shared updates on numerous 
town departments, as provided by their respective de-
partment heads.

At the Nov. 26 meeting, the Select Board heard the 
Town Administrator’s Report. Town Administrator Jen-
nifer Wolowicz said she received blurbs from the depart-
ment heads describing what they had been working on.

From the Highway Department, Wolowicz said that 
Hubby Hill has had approximately 2,000 feet of paving 
done on the end closer to Route 20. About 400 tons of 
mix was used, and this was funded through the highway 
budget.

“They’re in the process of picking up leaves to clear 
the basins and the waterways,” Wolowicz said. “If res-
idents see the Highway Department picking up leaves, 
that’s not something they’re doing for residents, they’re 
doing it to make sure the basins stay clear.”

Wolowicz said that salt and maintenance on trucks 
has begun in order to prepare for the winter weather. She 
also mentioned a road grant that Conservation Agent 
Toni Uliana has in the works.

“Under the Finance umbrella, Free Cash was cer-
tified by Sept. 30,” Wolowicz said. “We completed our 
workers’ compensation audit, which is an annual audit.”

Wolowicz announced that the Capital Planning 
Committee has started meeting, as is common practice 
for the town at the beginning of the budget season.

From the Conservation Commission, Wolowicz 
announced that the town has received two grants. Both 
will be used for culvert replacements in two separate 
amounts, totaling $189,500.

“That’s going to be working to protect the habitat 
area for rare species, because it is a cold-water fisheries 
source,” Wolowicz said.

Wolowicz said that Uliana was able to secure anoth-
er grant for data collection of the town’s air quality.

“She has five purple air-monitoring sensors that we 
received through the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection,” Wolowicz said. “Monson is the first municipali-
ty to do this in the grant round, so we’re excited for that.”

There is a link on the Conservation Commission’s 
page on the town website for people to see what the qual-
ity of air is at the time.

Wolowicz then went over the documentation she 
received from Planning Board Member Craig Sweitzer, 
including the Water and Sewer Commission meeting, 
replacing curb boxes, and completing the hydrant leak 
detection process. The report included the 15 seasonal 
shut-offs the department has had to do.

Wolowicz reported that Treasurer/Collector Sherri 
Roberson sent in that the year-in cash report has been 
completed and submitted, as well as the statement of in-
debtedness and the collector’s outstanding receivables.

“She also did a presentation at the third grade for 
Mrs. Prentice’s class on how taxes are calculated, col-
lected, and how those funds are used,” Wolowicz said. 
“Jamie (Farnum) and Sherri both did that, and they said 
it was great to be up at the school and interact with the 
children and the staff there.”

While reporting on the Cemetery Department, 
Wolowicz described the third annual Historic Cemetery 
Walk as “fabulous.”

“My husband and I attended,” Wolowicz said. “I 
think next year I have to get more of my family to come.”

Wolowicz also mentioned a proposed Eagle Scout 
project to install a butterfly garden in the existing Memo-
rial Bench section of Hillcrest Cemetery.

“That project overview is going to involve remov-
ing overgrown shrubs and planting perennial flowers that 
will be maintained by the Eagle Scouts in perpetuity,” 
Wolowicz said. “This will be at no cost to the town or 
any labor from the Cemetery Department.”

Wolowicz finished with her own department, which 
has involved routine meetings with department heads 
and staff, as well as coordinating training for the Zoning 
Board of Appeals and Planning Board with the town’s 
new counsel.

Wolowicz said she, too, had the opportunity to read 
for a third-grade class, which happened at Granite Valley 
School. She has also had meetings with the DEP and En-
vironmental Protection Agency regarding the clean-up 
of the Omega site.

The town has been interviewing for a vacancy in the 
Water/Sewer Department, and reviewed the results of the 
Highway Department’s hearing test results.

The Town Administrator’s report is available for 
viewing on the town website.

Candlelight 
Christmas Eve 
church service 

PALMER— St. Paul’s Church of Palmer warm-
ly invites the community to a Christmas Eve by Can-
dlelight Service on Saturday, Dec. 24, at 5:30 p.m. 
This meaningful and festive service will feature mu-
sic, readings, poetry, prayers, and candle lighting.

Experience the joy of the Christmas story 
through beloved hymns and a retelling of the birth 
of Jesus. The service will also include a reading of 
The Night Before Christmas and other inspiration-
al selections. The evening will conclude with the 
singing of Silent Night and a beautiful candlelight 
ceremony.

St. Paul’s Music Director, Wes Hunter, a gifted 
tenor, pianist, and sought-after soloist and choral/
ensemble singer, will lead a joyful and inspiring 
hour of music and holiday cheer.

Reverend Steven Sousa, minister of St. Paul’s, 
extends this heartfelt invitation: “We hope you and 
your family will join us as we joyfully celebrate the 
birth of Christ. Our 5:30 p.m. service provides a 
wonderful opportunity for the Palmer community to 
gather in celebration and still leaves plenty of time 
for family festivities in the evening.”

The Christmas Eve by Candlelight Service will 
take place in the sanctuary of St. Paul’s Church, lo-
cated at the corner of Park and Central Streets from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Christmas carol 
performance

MONSON— The First Church of Monson 
choir will present a Christmas carol program, enti-
tled Christmas Songs around the World, on Sunday, 
Dec. 15, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Silver Street Chapel, 
224 Silver St. The program includes choir numbers, 
background information on the music, and plenty of 
carols and popular Christmas songs for everyone to 
sing.  The newly refurbished historic chapel, deco-
rated for Christmas, will be worth the visit. Admis-
sion is free, and refreshments will be served. Dona-
tions for the upkeep of the chapel will be gratefully 
accepted.

Amvets supports Toys for Tots

The team from ServPro of Belchertown attend the 
dinner.

Members of Sons of 
AMVETS Post #74 in Three 
Rivers prepared to deliver 

over 250 toys collected 
from the AMVets family 

and community to benefit 
the local Toys for Tots 

campaign.

Staff Photos

Owner Tara Weigle and her staff at Tables on the Farm 
hosted the Pasta Dinner for Veteran event.

Patrons at the dinner enjoy a night for a good cause.

PALMER— MassDOT in-
vites the public to a public infor-
mation meeting on the Palmer rail 
station planning and design project 
on Monday, Dec. 16, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Palmer Public Li-
brary, Community Room.

The project team will provide 
an overview of the study’s back-
ground, the station site alternatives 
and evaluation, and design consid-
erations for a potential future rail 
station in Palmer. Attendees will be 

asked to provide feedback on the 
site alternatives and design con-
siderations. All comments will be 
taken into consideration as Mass-
DOT and the Steering Committee 
move forward in the site selection 
process. For individuals who are 
unable to attend, comments and 
questions may be submitted elec-
tronically to andrew.m.koziol@
dot.state.ma.us . About the project 
As part of MassDOT’s Compass 
Rail program to expand intercity 

passenger rail in Massachusetts, 
MassDOT is conducting a study to 
identify a new passenger rail sta-
tion along the proposed Compass 
Rail corridor serving the Town of 
Palmer and surrounding communi-
ties. The proposed new passenger 
rail station will enhance mobili-
ty and connectivity, support local 
planning goals, and drive econom-
ic development.

MassDot public meeting
about Palmer rail station

PALMER— Tara Weigle and her staff at Tables 
on the Farm hosted a benefit dinner for local veter-
ans.

“I have veterans in my family and many veter-
ans patronize the business. It is my honor to support 
these five men and women who have done so much 
for our country” said Weigle.

A full pasta dinner, with choices of meats, fol-
lowed by a large selection of desserts was on the 
menu for the evening. The restaurant was full as pa-
trons attended the event.

“This is our favorite place to go” said Kevin 
Fall, owner of ServPro in Belchertown. “This was 
a wonderful event to enjoy with my ServPro family 
and it’s for a terrific cause.”

“We are honored to have the passionate support 
of local businesses like Tara and Tables on the Farm 
and our member did our community” said Tina Bro-
man, Town of Palmer Veteran Service Officer.

After the event, Weigle and her team present-
ed the Veterans Service office a donation of $700 to 
support local veterans.

“We do what we can and we are happy to be a 
part of supporting our veterans” said Weigle.

Tables on the Farm honors local veterans
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Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 
BUSINESSBUSINESS
CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Locally owned 
businesses 

here to 
serve you!

Everything You Need to
Complete Your Project

✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
✓ Hardwood Flooring ✓ Carpeting
✓ Tile & Vinyl Flooring ✓ Window Treatments
✓ Interior/Exterior Stains ✓...and more

46 Years and Counting...

JohnsPaintStore.com • 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

2025
QUABBIN HISTORY

CALENDAR
by J.R. Greene

Great Gifts!
ON SALE AT:

BARRE:
The Country Gourmet
HUBBARDSTON:

Country Trail Store
NO. BROOKFIELD:

Brookfield Orchards
OLD FURNACE:

Old Furnace General Store
PETERSHAM:

Quabbin Woods Restaurant

or email:
jrg01331@webtv.net

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

donations from a young girl who raised 
money to buy toys for needy families, 
and receiving a call from the Better Bean 
about five bags that had been donated by 
a customer. Davis described herself as 
“truly humbled and blessed.”

The First Church of Monson is lo-
cated at 5 High St. If you’d like to learn 
more about the church, you can call them 
at 413-267-3312, or visit their website at 
FirstChurchMonson.org.

If you’d like to get in contact with 
Monson Together, you can send an email 
to Admin@MonsonTogether.com.

SANTA  ❙  from page 1

Staff photo

Owner Debbie Lawrence of Tee Jay’s Tavern in Monson present the Marines with 
over 100 toys collected from the Tavern and the Purcell-LaBreque American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson community.

SeasonSeason

Staff photo

The police and residents came together to stuff a cruiser at Monson Savings Bank. 
A team of volunteers were there to collect toys, local benefactors dropped off new, 
unwrapped toys for this weekends toy drive.

Free meditative 
gatherings

PALMER— Wednesday’s Child, an acoustic/
electric band, will be offering a free meditative gath-
ering Dec. 15,  at Second Congregational Church, 
1080 Pleasant St., beginning at 3 p.m.  This gathering 
will include music, poetry, silence and candlelight for 
those hurting during the holidays. 

Some people are mourning the death of a loved 
one. Some are far from home. Some suffer from ill-
ness, addiction, or estrangement.  Some are lonely, 
struggling financially or in conflict with another. And 
some feel the wounds and angst of a nation and world 
torn apart by fear, violence, and bigotry. The reasons 
to gather during this season are varied, including so-
lace, sanctuary, and solidarity.  

Committed to hosting small, informal gatherings 
for reflection and renewal since 2007, Wednesday’s 
Child consists of Dave McDermott, John Haddad, 
Eva Perri Maaia, Dianne de Mott, Jon Grenoble and 
Rev. James Lumsden.   

They have crafted periodic soul-care events in 
the Berkshires to encourage resistance to hate, hosted 
concerts celebrating “A Love Supreme” by John Col-
trane and Paul Winter’s “Missa Gaia” and shared their 
music and poetry collective to raise funds for friends 
relocating from Afghanistan, the work of BEAT(Berk-
shire Environmental Action Team) as well regional 
emergency heating and food assistance projects. 

The gathering will be based upon the music of 
Josh Ritter, Joni Mitchell, Carrie Newcomer, Jackson 
Browne, Sarah McLachlan, Tom Waits, the Eels, the 
Stones and the Grateful Dead, as well as poetry of 
Naomi Shihab Nye, Wendell Berry and Jan Richard-
son, as a tender reprieve from the brutal banality of 
the blues some people experience during the so called 
“most wonderful time of the year.”  The combination 
of song, silence, poetry, and candle lighting, with a 
few inter-faith seasonal prayers will be followed by 
fellowship and refreshments.  For more information, 
contact the church office at 413-283-6958.  

PALMER – This past Saturday, a toy collection 
was held at the Palmer Police station to benefit local 
youth of Palmer.

Lori Chiacchia of the Santa’s Elves of Palmer and 
the palmer lions club coordinated the event. “This is 
my 5th year doing the toy drive. All toys go to families 
in Palmer that reach out to me that are in need for the 
holiday” said Chiacchia.

“This is an impressive day” said Paul Burns, Palm-
er Police chief. “We have emptied the cruiser four times 
and it’s only Noon.”

“The day went amazing as always. Demore‘s Auto-
motive provides donuts and coffee, the Grinch handed 
out Grinch cookies to kids. Crafts were inside for kids 
to do. A huge thank you to the palmer police station.  
Pizza supplied for all the workers. The Palmer domestic 
task force have participated every year also and we give 
them some toys for the children they need it for.  Palmer 
ambulance collected food for the palmer food pantry. 
Also, the Palmer Lions club has been a great partner 
every year” said Chiacchia.

“This is a multi organization event and the support 
from people local and beyond is very appreciated. I love 
doing what I do. Seeing families filled with happiness 
and joy of the Christmas spirit when they come pick up 
their items.  Puts a huge smile on my face and warms 
my heart” said Chiacchia.

Town fills a cruiser with 
toys in charity drive

The Grinch recounted how he stole Christmas to fami-
lies and children who attended the event.

Santa Claus visited kids 
aged 1 to 92 at this week-
end’s Breakfast event.

Mrs. and Santa Claus visited with local families at this 
weekend’s Breakfast event.

Youth volunteers wore 
Christmas hats and 
antlers for a picturew 
with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus.
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Viewpoints

Norfolk Island pines are nearly as 
popular as poinsettias this time of year, 
gracing chain store and supermarket 
shelves just after the Thanksgiving hol-
iday, or perhaps soon after Halloween, 
these days!  

Not sure exactly what they look like? 
Think mini Christmas tree.  

These cute conifers come table top 
ready, predecorated with tiny little orna-
ments and a festive foil sleeve. Most stand 
less than a foot tall, yet the amount of hol-
iday cheer the bring to someone who oth-
erwise wouldn’t have a Christmas tree is 
immeasurable.

Unlike cut Christmas trees, potted 
Norfolk Island 
Pines need not be 
discarded once 
the holidays have 
passed. Simply 
take their decora-
tions off and they 
become an easy to 
maintain house-
plant.  

A l t h o u g h 
they look as if they 
would be hardy to 
our area, they are not, so don’t plan on giv-
ing them a spot outdoors come springtime, 
or you’ll lose them with the first hard frost 
of fall. Norfolk Island, from which the 
plant hails, is situated in the southern Pa-
cific Ocean, northeast of Sydney, Australia 
– a much warmer climate indeed!  

The only locations within the United 
States that the Norfolk Island pine is hardy 
are Hawaii, and parts of Florida and Cali-
fornia. Southern Florida is home to many 
commercial growers of the plant.

It is interesting to note that the Nor-
folk Island pine isn’t a true pine at all. 
Rather it is an evergreen plant with nee-
dle-like leaves.  

Side branches rise from the main stem 
at wide angles, giving it a symmetrical, tri-
angular outline, especially when young. In 
the wild, heights can top off around 200 
feet, with diameters between 9 and 10 feet. 
As a houseplant, it is very slow growing.  

To keep your Norfolk Island pine 
looking its best for seasons to come, pro-
vide it with good quality light- a few feet 
from a south or west facing window is 
ideal. Give it a quarter turn at each water-
ing and you will be rewarded with a nice 
straight stem.  

If window space is out of the ques-
tion, it will do okay in a well-lit room as 
well, providing the lights are on for most 
of the day. Temperatures should range 
between 60-70 degrees during the day; 
slightly cooler at night.  

It is important that the Norfolk Island 
pine be kept from temps below 50 degrees 
for any length of time or injury may occur. 
Therefore, be sure it is in a bag or protec-
tive sleeve when you bring it home from 
the store in chilly winter weather.  

Keep its soil moist but not soaking 
wet. 

Sometimes lower limbs may brown 
and then drop. Age, as well as erratic wa-
tering can cause this problem. Repot and 
check watering practices.  

Fertilize in the spring, once active 
growth resumes.

Perhaps the most cherished of all ten-
der herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus offi-
cinalis), the herb of remembrance. Its nee-
dle like leaves and fragrant foliage make 
it a wonderful candidate for use as a table 
top Christmas tree!

One of the more common questions 
when people toured Old Sturbridge Vil-

lage’s greenhouse 
in the off-season, 
was “How do 
you manage to 
overwinter your 
rosemaries?  They 
are some of the 
biggest I’ve ever 
seen!”  

In a con-
trolled setting 
such as a green-
house, it’s really 

not that difficult. Tender plants can be giv-
en as much sun as Mother Nature provides, 
but with the use of thermostats and vents, 
temperatures can be kept to a minimum.  

We set the thermostat at 55 degree 
night temperatures, and vents opened 
when daytime heat reaches seventy. Low 
temperatures like these won’t push the 
plants into growth when winter day length 
and daylight can’t support it. Because of 
this the plants are stocky, not lanky.  

We watered when the soil is dry to the 
touch – sometimes this might be as infre-
quently as twice a week during an overcast 
stretch, or as often as every day if the sun 
is out. For home culture, a sunny but cool 
locale is best.   

For me, it’s my “mudroom!” 
One treat that many gardeners don’t 

get to appreciate is the beautiful blue flow-
ers that are borne on the plant in the short 
days of winter. Legend ties the plant to the 
Virgin Mary, saying that flowers that were 
originally white were turned to blue when 
she spread her cloak on its branches.  

Yet another reason that makes it a 
great choice for a mini Christmas tree!

With any luck, a Norfolk Island pine 
and Rosemary can go from being great 
Christmas decorations to wonderful year 
round houseplants.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Live tabletop Christmas trees 
become year-round houseplants

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Am I entitled 
to more Social 
Security from my
ex-husbands?

 
Dear Rusty: 

I am 76 years old and a retired high school 
counselor/teacher. I was married to my first 
husband from 1968 until 1981. He is still living 
and he remarried two more times and, I believe, 
he is currently divorced. He is 77 years old. His 
income was always much higher than mine. I 
was married to my second husband from May 
1989 until we divorced in April 2017. My sec-
ond husband died in June 2023. What I won-
der is if I am entitled to receive Social Security 
benefits based upon the income of either of my 
ex-husbands? 

Signed: Twice Divorced Spouse 
 

Dear Twice Divorced: 
Divorced spouses are entitled to the same 

benefits as a current spouse if their marriage 
lasted at least 10 years which, in both cases, 
yours did. The other caveat is whether your 
own SS retirement benefit is less than you are 
entitled to from either of your ex-husbands. If 
your own SS retirement benefit is less, then you 
will get an incremental amount on top of your 
own SS retirement to bring your total monthly 
benefit up to your spousal or surviving spouse) 
entitlement.  

Since your first husband is still living, it 
is likely that your best financial option is to 
claim a surviving ex-spouse benefit from your 
deceased second husband. The reason is that 
survivor benefits from husband # 2 are based 
on his actual benefit at his death, whereas ben-
efits from a living ex-spouse, husband #1, are 
based upon his full retirement amount. In other 
words, it is likely that 100% of deceased hus-
band #2’s benefit at his death is more than 50% 
of living husband #1’s current benefit at his 
Full Retirement Age.  

It is, of course, possible that 50% of your 
first husband’s FRA entitlement is more than 
100% of your second husband’s benefit at 
death, in which case your ex-spouse benefit 
from your first husband could be more. The 
only way to sort this out is to contact Social 
Security at -.800-772-1213 to make an appoint-
ment to apply for surviving ex-spouse benefits 
from your deceased second husband. Explain 
that your first ex-husband is still living and that 
you are unsure of what your benefits are as 
your first husband’s ex-spouse. 

Social Security will be able to determine 
from their records, which one provides you 
with a higher benefit amount, provide each hus-
band’s Social Security number when you call. 
As I said, your best financial option will like-
ly be to take your survivor benefit from your 
deceased second ex-husband note, however, 
if your first ex-husband also dies before you, 
you can subsequently file for a survivor benefit 
from him, if that is more than you are getting 
from your second husband’s record. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  
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HAMILTON ON FOREIGN POLICY

Most Americans aren’t 
obsessed with politics

The 2024 election is over, but the arguments about 
what it means are continuing. 

Did Donald Trump and the Republican Party win 
a mandate to govern as they wish? Did Democrats try 
too hard to appeal to their political base? Or not hard 
enough?

But drawing conclusions about the meaning of an 
election, especially about what it says about the Amer-
ican people, is difficult. Most voters simply aren’t that 
focused on politics. They aren’t obsessed with the lat-
est news from Washington or what the candidates are 
saying.

As Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear writes in a recent 
New York Times column, “When most Americans wake 
up in the morning, they are not thinking about politics.” 
They are thinking about their jobs, their finances, their 
next doctor’s appointment. They are thinking about 
feeding their families and getting their children off to 
school. They want to know their communities are safe.

“If you are staring at the cost of your child’s pre-
scription and wondering how you are going to pay for 
both it and your family’s dinner,” Beshear writes, “the 
offense of the day in Washington, D.C. or the latest cra-
zy thing a politician said just isn’t as important.”

I couldn’t agree more. Those of us who write about 
government and public affairs often forget that we’re 
in the minority. For most people, they may follow the 
news, and most of them will vote; but politics, especial-
ly national politics, isn’t at the top of their daily con-
cerns.

One of the first lessons I learned when I was in 
Congress was that people care deeply about local mat-
ters. They pay a lot less attention to national issues. 
They are even less worried about international affairs. 

Their concerns are much closer to home. 
In my district, the experience was the same wheth-

er I was visiting with constituents in cafes, speaking to 
service clubs or meeting with reporters and editors at 
local newspapers. People, whether they were Demo-
crats or Republicans, were focused on their communi-
ties. They wanted to talk about a new factory, a planned 
road project or the local school system.

People do pay attention to the national economy, 
because it affects their lives. They may not know the 
latest inflation or unemployment numbers, but they 
know when costs go up for gas, groceries and housing. 
They care about crime, but their focus is on community 
safety.

It’s true, of course, that Donald Trump has upended 
our politics, putting himself at the center of every issue. 

The decline of local newspapers, coupled with the 
rise of talk radio, cable TV news and social media, has 
nationalized our politics. Tune in CNN or Fox News, 
and you might think every national issue is a matter of 
life and death. 

Politicians often amplify this thinking as they com-
pete to turn highly motivated voters in a tight election. 
But that’s not most Americans. Most care deeply about 
their families, their neighbors and their communities. 
They want the government to share those concerns.

Beshear is a Democrat who has twice been elected 
governor of a state that just voted 65-35 for Trump. He 
recommends a focus on kitchen-table issues as a way 
forward for his party. 

“The focus of the Democratic Party must return 
to creating better jobs, more affordable and accessible 
health care, safer roads and bridges, the best education 
for our children and communities where people aren’t 
just safer but also feel safer,” he writes.

In fact, that should be a good agenda for any pol-
itician, Democrat or Republican. Meeting the people 
where they live and trying to improve their day-to-day 
lives isn’t just good politics. It’s good governing. We’ll 
all be better off if our elected officials remember that.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years.

  Letters to the Editor 

Thank you
Palmer ambulance service
To the Editor 

I would like to salute the Palmer ambulance service 
for the many years of service that they have provided to 
the citizens of this town. The dedication and compas-
sion of the professional staff was second to none.  Since 
we moved here from Springfield in 1989, we must have 
heard the siren 500 times, affirming to those in need, 
that help was on the way. I have literally seen the”Rig” 
in every driveway on my street; including my own. The 
dedicated staff were not only employees, they were also 
neighbors from our community who cared. “Smitty” 
the paramedic was also “Smitty’ the barber, who cut my 
hair. My own grandson worked for them as a paramedic 
for several years.

 Tucked away in an obscure building on Shearer 
Street, they seemed to have just closed the doors and 
passed silently into the night; unnoticed, as heroes often 
do. Well, as a resident of Palmer, I would like to stand 
up and say Thank You and Godspeed to the Palmer Am-
bulance Service and all the selfless staff for a job well 
done.

Gratefully
Al Couture 

Palmer Resident

Tips for a health holiday
SPRINGFIELD— At a time when doc-

tors’ offices typically get flooded with patients, 
Dr. Andrew Koslow, associate medical director 
of American Family Care for Massachusetts, is 
offering tips to make sure people are spreading 
holiday cheer instead of viruses and illness-
es. The advice is simple: Wash hands more 
frequently; Get plenty of rest; Stay hydrated; 
Eat well-balanced nutritious meals; Get flu, 
COVID, pneumonia and RSV vaccinations as 
recommended; and avoid anyone who is sick.

“People tend to run themselves down in 
the weeks and days leading up to holidays. 
It’s easy to get caught up in the frenetic pace 
of parties, shopping and burning the candle 
at both ends,” said Koslow. “Even if you’re 
young and healthy, when visiting relatives who 
may be at risk, you could make them sick.”

Koslow said it’s also important for fami-
lies to be aware of a recent spike in mycoplas-
ma pneumonia infections across the country, 
also known as walking pneumonia. Symptoms 
can vary, ranging from cough to fever, short-
ness of breath, chest pain and nausea.

“Mycoplasma pneumonia is easily treated 
with antibiotics,” said Koslow. “The important 
thing is to get lots of rest if you experience 
these symptoms. See a doctor and stay home.”

EAST BROOKFIELD— Second 
Chance Animal Services is proud to an-
nounce the expansion of its groundbreaking 
Project Keep Me program to include services 
for veterans seeking in-patient treatment. 
Since its inception, Project Keep Me has 
provided temporary housing for the beloved 
pets of domestic violence survivors, allow-
ing individuals to prioritize their safety while 
knowing their pets are well cared for. With 
this new addition, Project Keep Me will now 
support veterans undergoing in-patient care, 
offering a lifeline for those who may struggle 
to find accommodations for their pets during 
critical treatment periods.

“Project Keep Me has been a vital re-
source for survivors of domestic violence, 
and we’re thrilled to now offer this support 
to veterans as well,” said Sheryl Blancato, 
CEO and founder of Second Chance Animal 
Services. “Expanding the program to include 
veterans means we can help keep veterans 
and their pets together, allowing them to fo-
cus on healing and recovery.”

For veterans facing the difficult decision 
to seek in-patient treatment, Project Keep 
Me provides a solution to ensure the safety 
and well-being of their pets, allowing them 
to focus fully on recovery. Pets enrolled in 

the program will receive temporary housing, 
food, and medical care as needed, with sup-
port extending up to 90 days. This temporary 
arrangement not only eases the burden on pet 
owners but also reinforces the importance of 
pets as a source of comfort and companion-
ship during recovery.

“Veterans who need in-patient treat-
ment are often unable to access the resources 
they need because they have no safe place 
to board their pets,” said Blancato. “We’re 
committed to making sure that neither sur-
vivors nor veterans have to choose between 
their own health and the safety of their be-
loved pets.”

Since launching, Project Keep Me has 
served as a lifeline for domestic violence sur-
vivors, and with the addition of veteran sup-
port, Second Chance aims to extend this crit-
ical assistance to even more individuals in 
need. As demand for services grows, Second 
Chance is seeking support to help fund and 
expand the program further. Second Chance 
invites community members, businesses, 
and philanthropic partners to support Project 
Keep Me through donations. For more infor-
mation about Project Keep Me or to support 
this initiative, visit www.secondchanceani-
mals.org/project-keep-me/.

Second Chance expands Project Keep Me
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OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Golf Membership 
Specials

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

Saturday & Sunday, December 14th & 15th • 12-5pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED FOR SEATING IN RESTAURANT. 

Vendor applications – cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com

Join us for a  
  weekend of Christmas Joy

SANTA 
ARRIVING 
AT 1 P.M.

FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA, 

HAY RIDES, 
40+ VENDORS, 

COOKIE 
DECORATING 

& CRAFTS

Local Police Depts 
collecting 

unwrapped toys 
& K9 dogs

demonstrations

CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA
(413) 967-4545

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Thursday

DOGS     CATS     RABBITS     FERRETS
AND NOW REPTILES!

★ ★

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

described Career Night as “an overwhelming success, 
drawing a record-breaking crowd of over 1,100 attend-
ees; the largest turnout in the event’s history.”

“This was more than double the anticipated crowd 
size,” Duda said. “The evening showcased the excep-
tional opportunities available through career and tech-
nical education at Pathfinder Tech, with more than 150 
dedicated students volunteering their time to ensure the 
event ran smoothly.”

Evan Connon, a student ambassador in Pathfinder’s 
Automotive Department, said that the students receive 
no extra credit for volunteering, seeing it as an opportu-
nity to represent their department.

“We kind of just give people a clear rundown, and 
explain the basics of what goes on and what we do,” 
Connon said.

Another senior ambassador, Cooper Ferguson, 
described his experience leading families through his 
department.

“It’s good to talk to people and answer questions, 
see what they’re thinking about it, and get the next gen-
eration of people coming here,” Ferguson said. “That’s 
the cool part about it.”

Eric Simard of the Electrical Department said that 
because of the work done by the student ambassadors, 
his role was primarily supervisory.

“We were thankful that we had 25 of our own stu-
dents volunteer their time this evening to come here 
and help the program,” Simard said. “All of these stu-
dents, they organize and orchestrate all of this. They 
designed the different activities that they want to show 
the younger kids, and they’re running the whole show. 
I’m just here to make sure nobody gets hurt.”

In addition to trade skills like automotive, electri-
cal, carpentry, and more, Career Night is also an op-
portunity for the cosmetology department to show off 
what they do.

“We do skincare, everything to do with hair, and 
nails,” said Cosmetology Teacher Cindy Rubin. “Kids 
accumulate 1,000 hours in our program and take their 
license through the state board to become licensed cos-
metologists.”

“It’s really nice, it’s a very flexible type of career,” 
Rubin said. “It’s got a lot of options, and now they have 
med spas. Everything to do with technology has grown 
so much, and there are all sorts of very expensive ma-
chines to slough dead skin off, so there is a lot of stuff.”

The teachers, students, and administration all de-
scribed an enthusiasm about sharing the school’s facili-
ties with families and potential future students.

“It’s awesome to see the younger kids come in and 
see the wheels turning in their brains about what school 
could be like for them and what kind of an experience 
they might enjoy as they look toward the future for 
themselves,” said Phelps.

“I couldn’t be more pleased with the profession-
alism displayed by both our students and staff,” Duda 
said. “The response from the community was nothing 
short of incredible. Throughout the night, I had the priv-
ilege of speaking with parents and alumni who shared 
their positive experiences and expressed their intention 
to send their own children to Pathfinder Tech.”

“It was clear from the conversations I had that par-
ents are eager for their children to gain a competitive 
edge through our unique educational model, which al-
lows students to earn both a high school diploma and a 
technical certification,” Duda said.

Duda said that a key element to the event’s success 
is the enthusiasm and commitment of our student vol-
unteers.

PATHFINDER  ❙  from page 1

“These students did not only rep-
resent their own technical programs, 
but also spoke passionately about the 
wide array of opportunities available at 
Pathfinder Tech,” Duda said. “From ad-
vanced placement courses to the four 
foreign languages we offer, and the full 
complement of athletic programs, our 
student volunteers highlighted the di-
verse and enriching environment that 
sets Pathfinder Tech apart.”

“This event could not have been 
possible without their support and ded-
ication,” Duda said. “I am incredibly 
proud of the entire Pathfinder Tech com-
munity for making this Career Night the 
most successful one yet.”

To learn more about the different 
programs and events Pathfinder Tech has 
to offer, you can visit their website at 
PathfinderTech.org.

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Amber and Jayla Tower were able to tour the carpentry 
department on Career Night.

Student ambassadors and their teacher welcomed people into the Cosmetology 
Department, (from left) Gabby Webster, Sophia Cessarini, Cindy Rubin, and Osmarie 
Lopez.

Leeann Murdza showed Sarah Mosio and Garrett, age 11, around the Pre-Engineer-
ing CAD Department.

Philip Brault and Brady Noonan enjoyed Career Night 
and sharing the services the school offers.

Marina Gurynov and Mylee Croak served dinner to 
families and residents attending Career Night.

Cole Rogers and Dan Whalley were excited to see so 
many students attending Career Night on Wednesday.

Travis Chartier and Landen Whalen were excited to tour 
Pathfinder Tech on Career Night.

Dennis Ladue (right) showed Lily VOisine, Avery 
Laplante, Gina O’Connell, and Harper Laplante what the 
Automotive Department does.

The cafeteria at Pathfinder Tech is always full when the 
Culinary Arts Department offers dinner on Career Night.Johnathan Young and Jake Foss observed an engine in 

the Automotive Department.

Lindsey Tracy, Marina Latourelle, and Olivia Falcone 
joined Therapy Dog Scout (front) to greet families arriv-
ing for Career Night.
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If you or someone you know could benefit 
from methadone treatment... Help is here.

MOBILE METHADONE PROGRAM

| bhninc.org

15 BANK STREET, WARE  |  (413) 272-1333
Located in parking area behind building

Intake Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 7am - 10am

Dosing Hours: Monday - Friday, 7am - 10am

Confidential Services and Counseling Available

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

$289

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM
BONELESS WHOLE...........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FRESH
HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORK LOIN
WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES ........

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC . $139

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ...................... $279

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
SKINLESS SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ....................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE for 
STANDING ROAST

$988
lb

WHOLE or 
HALF

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

SALE 
DATES:  

12/12/24-
12/18/24

OPEN 
12/22 

SUNDAY 
8AM-1PM

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$1089
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

$599
lb

LEG 
LAMB

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF 
GOURMET CAKES & DESSERTS

$999

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .............
CAPONS ...........................
CORNISH GAME HEN .......

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

$169
lb

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S
MANICOTI w/ RICOTTA 40 OZ

$499

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BOS’N

CALAMARI 2 1/2 LB BAG .....

lb

ea

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1999

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...... ea

$149USDA INSP. FROZEN COOK’S

HAM PORTIONS BUTT & SHANK lb

$199USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

HAM DINNER AVERAGE 5 LB lb

CUT 
FREE

CUT 
FREE

$1499
lb

FROZEN IMPORTED

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

 LEG 
RACKS

$599
lb

$279
lb

provides many of the events year 
round, including lectures, classes, 
workshops, plays, live music, and 
family entertainment.

Bob Haveles, President of the 
PHCC, said that events like this fes-
tival “would not even happen if it 
wasn’t for volunteers.”

Haveles made sure to praise 
Golden’s work.

“Dave spearheads and orga-
nizes, getting all the trees done and 
then getting the volunteers to make 
it happen,” Haveles said. “Volun-
teers are critical.”

Volunteers greeted residents as 

they arrived at the festival. Gloria 
Byrnes and Joy Trombley said they 
enjoyed their work with the council.

“It’s very rewarding,” said By-
rnes. “We make it fun, decorating 
all the trees. It’s a great cause.”

Golden said that any additional 
fundraising from the festival goes 
toward the events held by the Cul-
tural Society.

“The generosity every year 
seems to increase,” said Haveles. 
“We have some new sponsors this 
year, which is great, and all the 
funds raised go to our operating 
expenses and bringing in program-

ming. We’re an all volunteer orga-
nization, nobody’s paid, so all the 
money goes to the activities go to 
the activities of the Culture Center.”

A Loved Ones Tree was dis-
played for guests to purchase an 
ornament and write the name of a 
loved one they wish to remember. 
The Loved Ones Tree is set up each 
year with all the ornaments that 
have been purchased over the years.

For more information about 
the Historical and Cultural Council, 
visit their website at PalmerHCC.
org.

TREES  ❙  from page 1

Surrounded by donated 
and decorated trees, 

(from left) David Golden, 
Rachel McNally, and Bob 

Haveles.

Various toys and decorations were used to decorate the 
Tree and Wreath Festival by the Palmer Historical and 
Cultural Center.

An associate of the company was pictured with the tree 
donated by New England Mechanical Services.

The Historical and 
Cultural Center was 
decorated for the 
12th annual Tree and 
Wreath Festival.

The Historical and Cultural Center was filled with Christmas Trees decorated by local 
businesses and organizations.

Joy Trombley and Gloria Byrnes donated a blue-and-
white decorated tree in the name of the Police Depart-
ment.

Various unique trees 
were designed and 

decorated by local busi-
nesses to support the 

annual Tree and Wreath 
Festival.

Various local businesses and organizations donated 
trees to the Historical and Cultural Center’s Tree and 
Wreath Festival.

Gloria Byrnes and Joy Trombley volunteered to help run 
this year’s Tree and Wreath Festival.

The Palmer Public Library builds a book-tree for the Tree 
and Wreath Festival every year.



December 12, 2024    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 7

FOOTBALL BASKETBALL

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—For only the sec-
ond time since 1969, the prestigious 
Leornard J. Bailey Award wasn’t 
given to a member of the Palmer 
High School football team at half-
time of the Thanksgiving Day game 
against Ludlow.

The two rivals didn’t face each 
other on Thanksgiving morning in 
2020 due to the Covid 19 Pandemic.

The members of the Leonard J. 
Bailey Memorial Committee decid-
ed to change the date of this year’s 
award ceremony. 

The 56th award recipient is se-
nior Guillermo Rodriguez Rivera. 
He received the Bailey Award Tro-
phy from Andrew Healey, who was 
the Bailey award winner as a senior 
a year ago, at halftime of the annu-
al Ware and Palmer football game, 
which took place at historic Legion 
Field in Pamer on November 2. 

“When Andrew Healey re-
ceived the Bailey Award at halftime 
of last year’s Thanksgiving Day 
game, I told him that I really want-
ed to win it next year,” Rivera said. 
“He told me to always work and be 
a good teammate and have good 
grades. That’s exactly what I did. 
Even though we lost to Ware (7-6) 
in today’s game, I’m very excited 
about receiving this award.”    

Bailey was a football and base-

ball coach at Palmer High School 
for only a couple of years in the 
early 1960’s, but he made a lifelong 
impact on his players. He passed 
away in 1968 at the age of 39. Bai-
ley’s daughter, Susan Avezzie, took 
part in this year’s halftime ceremo-
ny. 

The members of the Leonard 
J. Bailey Memorial Committee 
are David Russo, Ann Duke, Mrs. 
Rocky Blazejowski, Bob Chase, 
and James St. Amand.        

“It’s been an honor and privi-
lege to present this award for the 
last 56 years in memory of a fine 
outstanding coach and super per-

son,” said St. Amand, who played 
both baseball and football for Bai-
ley. “The 56 recipients have been a 
credit to their families, school, and 
community.”   

While a senior has normally re-
ceived the Bailey Award in the past, 
the Palmer coaching staff can select 
any player listed on the football ros-
ter. The recipient must possess the 
qualities of sportsmanship, ability, 
team spirit, attitude, selflessness, 
and academic achievement. 

The award winner receives a 
personal trophy, a gift certificate, 
and his name is inscribed in the 
school’s Memorial Trophy Case. 

“Even though I never met coach 
Bailey, I’m very glad that we still 
remember him by presenting a spe-
cial award to a student-athlete, who 
gives the same amount of effort and 
commitment as he did,” said Palmer 
varsity football coach and athletic 
director Matt Marciniec. “I’m plan-
ning on continuing this wonderful 
tradition as long as I’m associated 
with Palmer High School.”

Healey and Rivera were team-
mates on the Panthers football team 
for a couple of years. 

“Guillermo always gives 100 
percent effort in every practice and 
game,” said Healey, who wished 
that he was still on the field play-
ing in the rivalry game against Ware 

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Guillermo Rodriguez Rivera was the recipient of this year’s Bailey Award. Due to scheduling conflicts, the award 
was given during Palmer’s matchup last month against Ware.

Rodriguez Rivera receives the 
56th Leonard J. Bailey Award

Lawsuits 
lead to more 
compliance 
of scheduling 
rule

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

PALMER – If you go on the 
Arbiter Live website to look at 
your favorite team’s schedule, you 
will notice the end of every season 
has anywhere from one to three 
“filler dates.”

These filler dates were the 
subject of lawsuits filed by Min-
nechaug and Monson High Schools 
after their failure to comply with 
the rule resulted in forfeits being 
assigned to Monson, Minnechaug, 
and Pathfinder for either Western 
Mass. or nonplayoff games played 
following the end of the regular 
seasons.

The forfeits were meaning-
ful in terms of determining the 
schools’ power ranking for the 
state tournament. Minnechaug and 
Monson were successful in secur-

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Ethan Ortyl was 
hired as a history teacher at Path-
finder Tech prior to the start of the 
2024-25 school year. He’s also 
the first-year head coach of the 
Pioneers boys’ varsity basketball 
team.

“I really wanted a teaching 
position where I could contribute 
to the culture of the school out-
side of the classroom,” said Ortyl 
during a recent interview. “I really 
enjoy history, and basketball has 
always been one of my passions.”

Ortyl graduated from South 
Hadley High School in 2019 and 
from UMass-Amherst in 2022. He 
replaced Zac Button as a history 
teacher and the boys’ varsity bas-
ketball coach at Pathfinder Tech. 

Ortyl did his student teach-
ing last year at Putnam Vocational 
Technical Academy in Springfield.

“It was part of the Teach 
180 days in Springfield program, 
which was an awesome experi-
ence for me,” he said. “There was 
another teacher in the classroom 
with me for the first few months of 
the school year. I taught my own 
class during the second half of the 
school year. I was nervous at first, 

but the kids at Putnam were great. 
I also had a very good mentor. Af-
ter teaching at Putnam, I knew that 
I wanted to work at a vocational 
school. I’m very thankful that the 
teaching and coaching position 
was open here at Pathfinder Tech. 
Everyone has been very helpful to 
me during the first few months of 
the school year.”

Laura Asson is the head of the 
History Department at Pathfinder 
Tech. 

“Laura has really helped me a 
lot so far this year,” Ortyl added. “I 
teach a World History class to the 
freshmen and U.S. History to the 
sophomores. I also teach a History 
of War class to the juniors and se-
niors. I’ve really enjoyed teaching 
the three different history classes.”   

Another person who Ortyl is 
hoping to get some coaching ad-
vice from is Kevin Aldrich, who’s 
the Pathfinder girls’ varsity hoop 
coach.  

“Kevin has been coaching 
here for a very longtime and I’m 
looking forward to speaking with 
him during the course of the sea-
son,” Ortyl said. “I want my play-
ers to support the girl’s team at 
their games. I hope they come to 
our games.”   

Ortyl was a member of the 

indoor and outdoor track team at 
South Hadley High School. He at-
tended all the other Tigers sporting 
events as a fan.   

“I always used to sit in the 
front row of the bleachers and root 
for the South Hadley teams,” he 
said. “My twin brother, Will, was 
a member of the hockey, baseball, 
and golf teams.”   

Even though Ethan Ortyl nev-
er played baseball in high school, 
one of his favorite coaches is Matt 
Foley, who’s been coaching the 
Tigers varsity baseball team for 
many years.

“I never played baseball for 
coach Foley, but I do have a ton 
of respect for him,” Ortyl said. “I 
like how he runs his baseball pro-
gram, and he really cares about his 
players. He also became a varsity 
coach at a very young age.”

Two of Ortyl’s favorite teach-
ers at South Hadley High School 
are Tim Bault and Madeline 
Wendt. 

While he was a student at 
UMass, Ortyl was a manager for 
the Minutemen men’s basketball 
team. 

“I was a student manager for 
three years. Then I was the head 
manager for about eight months,” 

Ethan Ortyl to take helm of 
Pathfinder boys basketball

Pioneers 
set for new 
season

PALMER – Last week, 
Pathfinder girls basketball start-
ed its preparation for the winter 
season. This week, the Pioneers 
face off with North Brookfield 
in scrimmage action. Pathfinder 
then opens up the regular season 
on Tuesday evening, Dec. 17 at 
6 p.m. at home against the Pio-
neer Valley Chinese Immersion 
Charter School. 

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Addison Doktor goes for a 
layup.

Desiree 
Croteau 
fakes before 
passing 
inside.

Morgan Clark follows a shot toward 
the hoop.

Pathfinder girls basketball practices last Friday afternoon.

Greenly Lagimoniere maneuvers 
the perimeter.

Submitted photos

Palmer’s sixth grade Suburban team, the Palmer Blue Devils went undefeat-
ed in the Play for MJK Turkey Day Jamboree Nov 29 to Dec 1. They finished 
with a 3-0 record defeating local competition from Chicopee, Lee and St. 
Pats. Town of Wilbraham hosted the tournament.
Pictured are: Back row: Levi Zajac, Jase Daley, Noel Mckee, Maxwell Wilk-
erson, Brennan Babinski, Mason Cowher. Front row: Seth Peets, Gunnar Par-
adiso, Dominick Venneri, Harry Musoke.

Blue Devils win at 
MJK tournament

BASKETBALL

BASKETBALL

BASKETBALL HIGH SCHOOLS

LAWSUITS   ❙   page 8

RIVERA   ❙   page 8

PATHFINDER   ❙   page 8
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143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

ing a court injunction 
and did not take the 
forfeits. Pathfinder did 
not attempt to use legal 
means to reverse the 
forfeits, and the boys 
soccer team made the 
Western Mass. finals, 
which means they won 
two games after the reg-
ular season that were 
changed to losses for 
their MIAA ranking.

More than a dozen 
other schools including 
Northampton also were 
affected by the issue. 
Many other schools that 
did not have playoff 
teams, found themselves 
unaffected by the issue. 
But now, nearly every 
school as of this week 
had placed filler games 
at the end of their regu-
lar season.

Agawam High 
School Athletic Director 
Karen Gomez said filler 
dates were also placed 
on many wrestling 
schedules to comply 
with the MIAA’s rules 
on determining how 
many playable dates a 
team is having.

Though it is not 
strictly enforced as of 
yet, more enforcement 
of posting varsity rosters 
on the Arbiter site could 
be down the line.

“Rosters are sup-
posed to be posted and 
updated,” Gomez said. 
“They are used to de-
termine rosters when it 
comes to the playoffs as 
well.”

Gomez says she 
has to back on the site 
and make sure rosters 
are updated for the play-
offs to ensure JV players 
added to rosters for tour-
nament are included.

When looking at an 
individual team’s sched-
ules, most teams play 16 
to 18 regular season con-
tests. The filler dates are 
then replaced by West-
ern Mass. playoff games 
or “nonplayoff” games. 
Some of those nonplay-
off games are needed, 
however. A team that 
finishes the regular sea-
son with a 7-9 record can 
get into the state tourna-
ment with a .500 record. 
The nonplayoff games 
played by that team then 
mean something as they 
can use them to finish 
season 9-9 and qualify.

The Arbiter website 
is exclusively used now 
for schedules, rosters, 
and score postings. The 
results are used by the 
MIAA to quantify Pow-
er Rankings for tourna-
ment seeds.

Guillermo
Rodriguez Rivera

Palmer

Guillermo Rodriguez Rivera 
was the recipient of this year’s 
Bailey Award. The award is 
given yearly to a Palmer High 
School football player. Rivera is 
the center for Palmer football.
To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing 
Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibel-
li at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@tur-
ley.com.

Palmer
   

Boys Basketball 
Friday, Dec. 13 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Home Granby 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 29 Away Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Ware 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Athol 7 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 5 Home Pathfinder 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home Bay State Academy 7 p.m.
Monday Feb. 10 Away Bay State Academy 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Wahconah 5 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Sutton 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Greenfield 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Mahar 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Lenox 7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 15 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Frontier 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Greenfield 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Away Hopkins 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Home Mahar 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Away Frontier 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Lenox 6 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Home Ware 7 p.m.

Boys and Girls Swimming
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Chicopee Comp. 4 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 18 Away Renaissance 4 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Monson 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home East Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away West Springfield 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Home Northampton 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Central 4 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Ludlow 4 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 29 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.

Monson
  

Boys Basketball
Monday, Dec. 16 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Ware 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Pathfinder 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Away Baystate Academy 7 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 29 Home Hampshire 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Granby 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away North Brookfield 5:30 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 5 Home Lee 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away Ludlow 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Wahconah 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Hoosac 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Hampshire 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Wahconah 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Hampshire 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Taconic 7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 15 Home Chicopee Comp. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Baystate Acad. 6 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 22 Home South Hadley 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Amherst 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Agawam 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Home Hoosac 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away SICS 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Taconic 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Home Amherst 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away Westfield 7 p.m.

Boys and Girls Swimming
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Turners Falls 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 18 Home Chicopee 4 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Central 4 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Palmer 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Westfield 5 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home Holyoke 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Renaissance 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Turners Falls 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.

Pathfinder
   

Boys Basketball
Thursday, Dec. 12 Home PV Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Mt. Everett 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Gateway 6:30 p.m.
Thusday, Jan. 2 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Smith Vocational 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away PVCIC 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away St. Mary’s 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away PV Christian 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Duggan 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Away Monson 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Away Smith Vocational 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home PVCIC 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away St. Mary’s 6:30 p.m.

Girls Basketbal
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home PVCIC 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Duggan 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Gateway 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Baystate Academy 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Hampden Charter 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Sci-Tech 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Away Westfield Tech 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Duggan 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away McCann Tech 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Gateway 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Hampden Charter 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home McCann Tech 5 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Sci-Tech 6 p.m.

Ice Hockey (co-op with Amherst)
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Greenfield 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Chicopee 8 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Longmeadow 10 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Minnechaug 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Home Agawam 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away McCann Tech 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Ludlow 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Easthampton 6 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 15 Away Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 22 Home McCann Tech 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Westfield Tech 7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 29 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Southwick 6 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 5 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10  Home Southwick 8:20 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away Agawam 8:40 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 13 Home Taconic 8:20 p.m.

Wrestling
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away     Knight-Hawk Tourn. 10 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 18 Home Smith Voke 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Monument Mtn. 8 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Away Frontier 7 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 8 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Taconic Duals 9 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 15 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 29 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Wayland Duals 10 a.m.

Tantasqua
Boys Basketball

Friday, Dec. 13 Away Doherty 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Southbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home David Prouty 12:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Shepherd Hill 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Minnechaug 12:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Bartlett 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Away Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Shrewsbury 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Uxbridge 6:45 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Nashoba 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Away Oxford 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Home South 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Quaboag 6:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 12 Away Holyoke 6:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Monday, Dec. 16 Away Holyoke 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away South 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Chicopee Comp. 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Minnechaug 12:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Leominster 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Notre Dame Acad. 6 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 5 Home Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Home Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 15 Home Shepherd Hill 5:30 p.m.

Indoor Track (all meets at Tantasqua)
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Meet 1 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8  Home Meet 2 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Home Meet 3 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home Meet 4 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Meet 5 5:30 p.m.

Swimming
Thursday, Dec. 12 Away Westborough 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Nashoba 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Bromfield 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Wachusett 3:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Adv.Math/Science 4 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 8 Home Algonquin 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Doherty 3:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 15 Home Grafton 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 22 Home Shrewsbury 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Gardner 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Home Grafton 3:30 p.m.

instead of watching it from the sidelines. 
“He’s a very good football player and I 
really enjoyed being teammates with him. 
He’s a great kid.”  

Rivera had never played football prior 
to moving to Palmer from Springfield with 
his family three years ago. 

“I only played baseball when I was liv-
ing in Springfield,” he said. “When my fam-
ily moved to Palmer, coach Marciniec gave 
me an opportunity to join the football team, 
and I became a starter.”  

Rivera, who began his high school foot-
ball career as receiver, was a starting center 
and a starting linebacker this fall. 

“When coach Marciniec saw me snap 
the ball for the first time, it came out per-
fectly,” Rivera said. “I also enjoy hitting my 
opponent as a linebacker. 

Rivera was the captain of the Panthers 
football team, along with juniors Dylan 
Doherty, Gavin Smola and Matt Santos, who 
was the starting quarterback.

“Guillermo stepped up and became our 
starting center when we needed someone 
to fill that position a couple of years ago,” 
Marciniec said. “He adapted to that position 
very quickly. He always wants to learn more 
about the game of football. He has become a 
very good football player, and he also does 
very well in the classroom. He’s very de-
serving of receiving the Bailey Award this 
year.”  

The other seniors listed on the Panthers 
are Julien Valentin, and Luis Rivera Alicea.   

Rivera, who’s hoping to attend college 
next year, is looking forward to finishing 
his high school athletic career as a member 
of the Panthers varsity baseball team next 
spring. 

The 2025 Bailey Award winner will 
most likely be announced at halftime of the 
Panthers Thanksgiving Day game against 
Ludlow. Next year’s contest is scheduled to 
be held at Legion Field. Rivera is planning 
to be there to hand the trophy to one of his 
former high school teammates.

Ortyl said. “My goal at that time was to work for a profes-
sional or college basketball team. Even though it was a lot of 
hours, it was a great experience for me. I had an opportunity 
to visit some places that I’ve never been to before. One of the 
best places that I visited was Dayton. They always sell out 
their home games before the start of the season.”  

During Ortyl’s first couple of years as the manager, the 
Minutemen men’s basketball coach was Matt McCall. He also 
worked under current head coach Frank Martin.  

While most high school basketball coaches begin at the 
junior varsity level, Ortyl is starting his coaching career at the 
varsity level.  

“It’s definitely going to be challenging coaching at the 
varsity level, but it’s something that I’m really excited about,” 
Ortyl said. “I think I can be a very good leader and mentor for 
these kids. I wouldn’t have applied for the coaching position if 
I didn’t think I could handle it.” 

The first practice of the high school basketball season was 
held on December 2. 

The Pioneers, who graduated seven players from last 
year’s squad, don’t have any seniors listed on this year’s var-
sity roster. 

“We’re going to be a young team and we’re going to mold 
together,” Ortyl said. “I’m very excited about working with 
this group of players.”   

The only two returning varsity players are junior Matthew 
Vanasse and sophomore Cayden Bousquet.

The other juniors are Dustyn Cook, Aiden Girard, Jack 
Marceau, and Dayne Shanley. The foursome were members of 
the j.v. basketball team a year ago.  

Sophomore’s Ian Sauri Nieves and Cassian Kowalik are 
also making the step up to the varsity team from the junior 
varsity basketball team. 

Rounding out the varsity squad are freshmen Jordan Mbi, 
Grayson Griswold, Maddox Baer, and Mason Baer.

Pathfinder Tech is scheduled to begin the 2024-25 regular 
season by hosting Duggan Academy in a non-league contest 
on December 12. 

The Pioneers, who are members of the Tri-County South 
Division, finished the 2023-24 campaign with an 11-10 over-
all record. They lost to cross-town rival Palmer in the prelimi-
nary round of the Division 5 state tournament. 

The Pioneers will be making the short trip down Main 
Street in Palmer to battle the Panthers in a non-league contest 
on February 5.  A couple of other non-league games on the 
Pioneers schedule are at Ludlow (Jan 17) and at home against 
Monson (Jan.24).

SPRINGFIELD  — The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (12-9-1-0) clawed 
back from 1-0 down after 40 minutes 
and emerged with a 2-1 overtime vic-
tory over the Rockford IceHogs (8-10-
3-0) before a sold-out crowd of 6,793 
on Saturday night at the MassMutual 
Center. 

After the two clubs exchanged 
chances in the opening five minutes, the 
opening period brought very little in the 
way of offense against Springfield net-
minder Vadim Zherenko or Rockford 
goalie Mitchell Weeks. 

The T-Birds were uncharacteristi-
cally sloppy in the defensive zone, and 
a pivotal turnover at 2:59 of the second 
period resulted in Rockford’s opening 
goal as Cole Guttman picked off a loose 
puck in the middle of the zone and 
slipped a five-hole shot through Zhe-
renko to make it 1-0 IceHogs. It marked 
the first time in eight games that the 
T-Birds allowed the first goal of a game.

Offense did not come easily for 

Springfield, as the home team was out-
shot 16-6 in the middle period. Zheren-
ko was at his best, making a pair of oth-
er breakaway saves on Guttman among 
his 24 denials through 40 minutes of 
play. 

Zherenko rose up to make a 
game-changing stop in the opening 
seconds of the third, as he stretched out 
with the left leg to stonewall Samuel 
Savoie on a breakaway bid to keep the 
score at 1-0.

Less than three minutes later, Tyler 
Tucker continued his torrid goal-scor-
ing weekend, flipping a point shot over 
Weeks on the glove side, bringing about 
a Teddy Bear storm and equalizing the 
game, 1-1.

It appeared as if the Thunderbirds 
had taken the lead just a few moments 
later when a Michael Buchinger shot 
bounded high in the air and into the 
blue paint. Matthew Peca jabbed the 

T-Birds stay on
track with big OT win

LAWSUITS 
❙  from page 7

RIVERA  ❙  from page 7 PATHFINDER  ❙  from page 7

T-BIRDS   ❙   page 9

High School
Winter Varsity Schedule
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MONSON
The Monson Fire Department 

responded to 11 fire calls and 29 
emergency medical calls for the 

week of Dec. 2-8.

On Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 9:34 
a.m., the department responded 
with mutual aid to Bennett Road in 
Hampden to assist with a furnace 
malfunction, and returned to service 
at 10:01 a.m.

On Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 3:49 
p.m., the department responded 
with mutual aid to Goodell Road in 
Stafford, CT to assist with a struc-
ture fire, and returned to service at 
6:29 p.m.

On Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6:41 
a.m., the department responded to 
the area of Stafford Road and Old 
Stafford Road for a tree on power 
lines, and returned to service at 7:05 
a.m.

On Thursday, Dec. 5 at 7:36 
a.m., the department responded to 
the area of Brimfield Road for down 
power lines, and returned to service 
at 7:46 a.m.

On Thursday, Dec. 5 at 7:59 
a.m., the department responded to 
the area of Wales Road for down 
power lines, and returned to service 
at 9:27 a.m.

On Thursday, Dec. 5 at 8:47 
a.m., the department responded to 
the area of East Hill Road for a tree 

on power lines, and returned to ser-
vice at 9:08 a.m.

On Thursday, Dec. 5 at 6:52 
p.m., the department responded to 
East Hill Road at Conant Brooke 
Dam North Entrance for the search 
and rescue of a mission person, and 
returned to service at 8:43 p.m.

On Thursday, Dec. 5 at 7:49 
p.m., the Palmer Fire Department 
responded to Oak Street for a house 
lockout while the Monson Fire De-
partment was on another fire call, 
and returned to service at 8:49 p.m.

On Friday, Dec. 6 at 4:56 p.m., 

the department responded to Mar-
garet Street for a fire alarm sound-
ing, and returned to service at 5:17 
p.m.

On Friday, Dec. 6 at 8:09 p.m., 
the department responded with mu-
tual aid to Bridge Street in Palmer 
for a propane explosion, and re-
turned to service at 9:16 p.m.

On Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7:57 
a.m., the department responded to 
Main Street for a fire panel mal-
function, and returned to service at 
8:07 a.m.

DEATH
NOTICES

O B I T U A R I E S

Robert “Birdie” W. Berthi-
aume, 82, died of heart failure 
at Baystate Wing Hospital with 
all his loved ones able to say a 
last goodbye on Nov. 26, 2024. 
Born on  Jan. 20, 1942 in Palmer, 
Massachusetts, he was a lifelong 
Palmer resident, never living 
more than ¼ mile from the fire 
station. He was the only child 
of the late Harold and Stepha-
nie (Swist) Berthiaume. He be-
gan working as a firefighter in 
Palmer as a young boy with his 
father Harold Berthiaume. He 
dedicated his life to the Palmer 
Fire Department following in 
his father’s footsteps. He saved 
many lives, the first from drown-
ing when he was 18 years old, 

then many from fire 
and from car acci-
dents, using the Jaws 
of Life. He retired as 
Deputy Fire Chief in 
2004. After retiring, 
he golfed regularly 
and was a member of 
the Valhalla Country 
Club in Monson. He is 
survived by his daugh-
ters: Terry Couture and her hus-
band Jeffrey of Suffield CT, and 
Pamela Beane and her husband 
Brian of Concord, NH. He also 
leaves three grandchildren: his 
namesake Robert Harold, Han-
nah, Kyle and Chief Bill Burnet 
and his entire fire department 
family.  In addition to the Palm-

er Fire Department, 
Terry and Pam would 
like to extend heartfelt 
thanks to the nurses at 
Baystate Wing Hospi-
tal. On Monday, Jan. 
6, 2025 at 11a.m., 
Deputy Chief Ber-
thiaume will take his 
final ride on the fire 
truck to his graveside 

service at Oak Knoll Cemetery, 
1 Rathbone St., followed by a 
“Final Toast to Bob” at St. Joe’s 
Club, 8 Commercial Street, 
Thorndike, MA. New England 
Funeral & Cremation Center, 25 
Mill Street, Springfield, MA has 
been entrusted with the arrange-
ments.  

Robert “Birdie” W. Berthiaume

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 

date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows families 

to publish extended death notice information of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should 
be submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Contact Us 
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: 

info@topfloorlearning.org

Shaun M. O’Brien
June 6, 1981 - December 9, 2009

15th Anniversary
In loving memory of Shaun, who was taken from us 15 years ago.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving family and friends.

They say there is a reason,
They say that time will heal,
But neither time nor reason
Will change the way we feel.

Gone are the days we used to share
But in our hearts you are always there.
The gates of memories will never close
We miss you more than anyone knows.

Love and miss you every day.

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays! 24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23 - 27

www.turley.com

loose puck across the goal line, seemingly making it a 
2-1 Springfield lead. Despite being called a goal on the 
ice, the officials gathered and ultimately waved off the 
tally, and the 1-1 tie carried to the end of regulation.

The T-Birds rewarded their netminder in the extra 
session at 3:42 with their 19-year-old phenom stepping 
into the spotlight. After Aleksanteri Kaskimaki fed the 
puck through neutral ice to Dalibor Dvorsky, a 2-on-1 
developed with Tucker joining the rush. Dvorsky pa-
tiently curled the puck to the middle of the ice around 
a sprawled defender before launching a perfect shot 
glove-side on Weeks to give Springfield its second 
overtime win in as many nights.

The rookie’s team-leading 10th goal of the season 
also went down as his first overtime game-winner as a 
pro. Springfield has now won four straight games and is 
8-1-1 in its last ten games, springboarding the team into 
third place in the Atlantic Division standings.

The T-Birds next embark on one of their longest 
road trips of the season, beginning with a Saturday con-
test in Wilkes-Barre against the Penguins on Dec. 14 at 
6:05 p.m. at Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza.

T-BIRDS  ❙  from page 8

Robert “Birdie” 
W. Berthiaume
Died Nov. 26, 2024
Services Jan. 6, 2024
New England Funeral
& Cremation Center

Palmer 
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 427 incidents on its logs 
from Nov. 26 through Dec. 2. 
 

Nov. 26
At 10:30 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Church Street. 

At 6:23 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property on the 
corner of Ware Street and Brecken-
ridge Street. 

At 9:17 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to Santogarbriel Morales 
Rodriguez, 19, of 119 Stafford St., 
Springfield, for unregistered motor 
vehicle, uninsured motor vehicle 
and unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle.

Nov. 27
At 10:23 a.m. police received 

sex offender registration. 
At 11:34 a.m. police arrested 

Joshua Smith, 25, of 4058 Church 
St., Thorndike, on a warrant. 

At 12:03 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 12:59 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property damage 
and arrested Shanna Mary Toutant, 

39, of 11 Cedar Hill St., Palmer, for 
OUI liquor, negligent operation of 
a motor vehicle and possession of a 
class C drug. 

At 4:59 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to Leeroy J. Laracuente, 36, 
of 3117 Main St., Bondsville, for 
speeding and driving with a sus-
pended license. 

At 5:48 p.m. police arrested 
Theresea Amy Wyngowski, 40, un-
housed, on a warrant. 

At 8:04 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to John Saxon Benjamin, 34, 
of 27 Hillside Pl., New Britian, CT, 
for failure to yield and operating a 
motor vehicle with a suspended li-
cense. 

At 10:35 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

Nov. 28 
At 2:17 a.m. police gave sum-

mons to Hassan Aden, 38, of 25 
Laurel Park, Enfield, CT, for failure 
to stop/yield and operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended license. 

At 5:31 p.m. police responded 
to hit and run accident on Wilbra-
ham Street. 

Nov. 29
At 2:47 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-

age. 
At 4:15 p.m. police received 

sex offender registration. 
Nov. 30
At 4:12 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner on Pleasant Street 
and Central Street. 

At 2:25 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 4:25 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 9:26 p.m. police arrested 
Matthew Thomas McSweeney, 38, 
of 10 Gold Street, Westfield, for 
OUI liquor third offense and pos-
session of open container of alcohol 
in motor vehicle. 

Dec. 1
At 9:01 p.m. police arrested 

Ana B. Silvacota, 24, of 25 Kirk 
Dr., Springfield, on a warrant.

At 10:48 p.m. police arrested 
John Huertas Jr., 41, unhoused, on 
a warrant. 

Dec. 2
At 1:18 p.m. police arrested 

Beth Anne Makara, 38, of 18 Park-
er St., Ware, for OUI liquor and 
marked lane violation.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Annual Tree of Love
PALMER— As the holiday season approaches, 

the Baystate Wing Auxiliary has set up the annual Tree 
of Love. This special tree has been created to honor 
and remember loved ones and features ornaments 
that can be purchased and personalized with names in 
memory of family and friends to be placed on the tree.

“The Tree of Love gives our community members 
a chance to join us in remembering loved ones during 
the holiday season,” said Evelyn Glabicky, president 
of the Auxiliary at Baystate Wing Hospital. “We un-
derstand how difficult the holiday season can be for 
those who have lost loved ones. For some families 
placing the name of a family member on an ornament 
and being a part of the Tree of Love can bring them 
comfort.”

Beginning Nov. 1, the ornaments may be pur-
chased for $5 for a single name and $10 for a family. 
The Tree of Love will be displayed in the lobby lo-
cated on the first floor of the hospital by the gift shop.

All proceeds benefit the Baystate Wing Auxilia-
ry, which in turn donates needed equipment and other 
items to the hospital for the benefit of patients. For over 
70 years, the Auxiliary has supported Baystate Wing 
Hospital through its sponsorship of special events and 
gift shop sales. This diverse group of women and men 
includes teachers, nurses, business owners, and retir-
ees, who live in many different communities and are 
united by a shared commitment to support the mission 
of the hospital.

To purchase an ornament, visit the gift shop lo-
cated on the first floor open Monday through Thursday 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday from 9:30 to 1 p.m.

Wreaths Across 
American ceremony, 
wreath placement

MONSON – This weekend, Wreaths Across 
America will honor fallen veterans with a ceremony 
at each of the town’s cemeteries.

Join us Saturday, Dec. 14 at any of the ceremo-
nies that will be held throughout the morning. The 
same events will be held at each cemetery.

The first ceremony will take place at Hillcrest 
Cemetery at 9 a.m.

The second ceremony will take place at Hill-
side Cemetery at 10 a.m.

The third ceremony will take place at Bethany 
Cemetery at 11:30 a.m.

Please note if you plan to attend and honor a 
family member, we will invite you to come forward 
and receive a wreath first, prior to volunteers plac-
ing wreaths.

We look forward to honoring our veterans with 
our community. Whether you’re attending for the 
first time or volunteered last year, your presence is 
valued and appreciated as we Remember, Honor, 
and Teach.

Wreaths Across America extend our sincere 
gratitude to everyone who has supported our fund-
raising initiatives throughout the year, whether 
through donations or by participating in events. 
Your generosity is truly appreciated.
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BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE hosted by Yel-
low Bear Market. December 
13, 9am-4pm; December 14 
9am-5pm. Records, DVDs, CDs, 
kitchen tables and chairs, bureaus, 
collectibles, Hot Wheels, Star Wars, 
tools, electronics, household items, 
mountain bike, smoker, snowblowers 
and much more. Like us on Facebook 
for videos, sales and more @Yellow-
BearMarket. 184 Main Street, 
Russell.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

ATTENTION 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHORS.

I am starting a free library for un-
published authors. Please send your 
rejected manuscript with a one page 
summary. Any genre including histo-
ry, fantasy, mystery, young adult, and 
poetry. Please mail to James Zlody, 
25 Tinkham Glen, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S
 BOOKKEEPING 

SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

REPUBLIC MASONRY 
SERVICES! 

Expert chimney, basement, interior/
exterior, repointing. Call Henry at 413-
276-8322. Book today! Preserve 
your timeless estate. Insured.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. Call  
978-799-9096. petedon151@
live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING 
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured 
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave 
413-478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA, well 
cared for and in good condtion. 
138,000 miles. Reference Blue Book 
for fair price. Please call (541) 654-
6007.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

FOR RENT
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATEAUTO REAL ESTAE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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WANTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission

In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, a 
Public Hearing will be held 
by the Wales Conservation 
Commission on December 
19th, 2024, at the Wales 
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  ( O l d 
Stafford Rd. Wales, MA) 
at 6:00 PM, for a Notice of 
Intent filed by Mark Farrell 
from Green Hill Engineering, 
on behalf of Michael and 
Barbara Bowling.  The proj-
ect site is located at 44 Union 
Rd.in Wales, MA 01081. 
This Notice of Intent is for 
the repair of the existing 
septic system. Please check 
the town website to view the 
agenda for this hearing. con-
servation@townofwales.net. 
12/12/2024

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission

In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, a 
Public Hearing will be held 
by the Wales Conservation 
Commission on December 

19th, 2024, at the Wales 
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  ( O l d 
Stafford Rd. Wales, MA) 
at 6:00 PM, for a Notice of 
Intent filed by Mark Farrell 
from Green Hill Engineering, 
on behalf of Lisa Ohr.  The 
project site is located at 70 
Union Rd.in Wales, MA 
01081. This Notice of Intent 
is for the raze and rebuild of 
a single-family home with 
new well installation and 
T5 compliant septic system. 
Please check the town web-
site to view the agenda for 
this hearing. conservation@
townofwales.net.
12/12/2024

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 25 State Street, 

Monson, MA 01057
By virtue and in execu-

tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Robert L. 
Meacham II to RBS Citizens, 
N.A., and now held by 
Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a 
RBS Citizens, N.A., said 
mortgage dated November 

24, 2015 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 20967, Page 
114, as affected by a Loan 
Modification dated April 19, 
2023 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 25009, Page 
341; for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on January 
9, 2025 at 12:00 PM Local 
Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

a certain tract of land 
with the buildings there-
on, situate on the souther-
ly side of State Street in 
sad Monson, bounded and 
described as follows

BEGINNING at an iron 
pin in the ground at the 
northeast corner of land of 
Frederick J Sullivan thence 
EASTERLY  a long  t he 
southerly side of said State 
Street, eighty-two (82) feet 
to land of Alce E McCray; 
thence SOUTHERLY along 
last named land EIGHTY-
EIGHT and ONE-HALF 

(88½) feet to the north-
east corner of land con-
veyed by Mary A North to 
Seraph North, November 4, 
1941, now of Mabel North, 
see Probate Record Estate 
of Seraph North; thence 
WESTERLY along said last 
named land, SEVENTY-
SEVEN (77) feet to a stone 
bound in line of land of sad 
Fredrick J Sullivan; thence N 
1° W along last named land 
NINETY-SIX (96) feet to the 
place of beginning.

Said premises are con-
veyed SUBJECT to right 
of way, in favor of Seraph 
North, her heirs and assigns, 
ten (10) feet in width, run-
ning along the easterly line 
of the above described prem-
ises from property conveyed 
by Mary A North to Seraph 
North to said State Street.

BEING the same premis-
es conveyed to the mortgagor 
herein by deed dated October 
10, 2015 to be record-
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds simultane-
ously herewith.

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in the 

event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated October 10, 2015 
and recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 20967, Page 110.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and 
conveyed subject to all liens, 
encumbrances, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which 
take precedence over the said 
mortgage above described.

F I V E  T H O U S A N D 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date 
of sale.

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Citizens Bank, 

N.A. f/k/a RBS Citizens, 
N.A.

Present Holder of the 
Mortgage

(401) 217-8701 
12/12, 12/19, 12/26/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD24P2500GD

In the matter of: 
Daniel Wexler 

Of: Holland, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
T o  t h e  n a m e d 

Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a peti-
tion has been filed by Miki 
N. Fox of Holland, MA in 

the above captioned matter 
alleging that Daniel Wexler 
is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Miki N. Fox 
of Holland, MA (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
01/02/2025. 

This day is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 

notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State 
expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 04, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/12/2024

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE hosted by Yel-
low Bear Market. December 
13, 9am-4pm; December 14 
9am-5pm. Records, DVDs, CDs, 
kitchen tables and chairs, bureaus, 
collectibles, Hot Wheels, Star Wars, 
tools, electronics, household items, 
mountain bike, smoker, snowblowers 
and much more. Like us on Facebook 
for videos, sales and more @Yellow-
BearMarket. 184 Main Street, 
Russell.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

ATTENTION 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHORS.

I am starting a free library for un-
published authors. Please send your 
rejected manuscript with a one page 
summary. Any genre including histo-
ry, fantasy, mystery, young adult, and 
poetry. Please mail to James Zlody, 
25 Tinkham Glen, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S
 BOOKKEEPING 

SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

REPUBLIC MASONRY 
SERVICES! 

Expert chimney, basement, interior/
exterior, repointing. Call Henry at 413-
276-8322. Book today! Preserve 
your timeless estate. Insured.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. Call  
978-799-9096. petedon151@
live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING 
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured 
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave 
413-478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA, well 
cared for and in good condtion. 
138,000 miles. Reference Blue Book 
for fair price. Please call (541) 654-
6007.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

FOR RENT
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATEAUTO REAL ESTAE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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WANTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Public notices 
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P2453EA
Estate of: 

Brandon Kent Bays
Date of Death: 12/17/2021

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Katherine 
Hawthorne of Greenville, 
SC requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.

T h e  P e t i t i o n e r 
requests that:  Katherine 
Hawthorne of Greenville, 
SC be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 

written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 12/30/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-

tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administration

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 26, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

12/12/2024

Public notices

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

CHRISTMAS

nation, people could purchase a wreath, decorate it how 
they would like, and then give it back. 

The five wreaths were up and people who came to 
the tree lighting got the opportunity to vote for their 
favorite wreath, and the winner was announced at the 
end of the night. 

The first place winner was Wreath #3, decorated 
with an adorable set of gnomes by Karen and Nate Sey-
bold of Monson, and in second place, Wreath #1 with a 
beautiful display of angels decorated by a Southbridge 
resident. 

The winner of the First Annual Festival of Wreaths 
received a gift basket filled with several goodies donat-
ed by local businesses, including a bottle of wine from 
the Brimfield Winery, and gift certificates to the Mug n’ 
Muffin and The Better Bean in Monson, and the Bird 
Store in Sturbridge. 

As an added bonus, the winner received a “cou-
pon” for two hours of “scout labor”, where the boys can 
help with things like yard work.  

“Thank you to everyone who participated and to all 
those that took the time to vote. Hope to see you all next 
year,” said Scout Master Tara Gilman-Sheffield. 

No winter event is complete without cocoa and 
cookies, and the people who came for the night got to 
enjoy some free hot chocolate donated by Sturbridge 
Coffee House, complete with a little toppings bar. 

The cookies, some made by Assistant Scout Mas-
ter Jason Seybold, and others donated by the Apple 
Barn and the First Congregational Church of Brimfield 
paired nicely with the sweet drinks.

“This is just awesome,” said 
Gilman-Sheffield. “The kids got to 
interact with the public, and they got 
to see the troop.” 

“It’s great to see that so many 
people want to help support Troop 
7,” said Seybold. “We really have a 
wonderful community.” 

The Parks and Rec Department, 
as well as the DPW and fire depart-
ment worked alongside Troop 7 in 
order to make the night a success. 

“My favorite part is seeing the 
kids get excited and getting the 
community together,” said Brendan 
Fullman, Chair of the Recreation 
Commission. 

The tree light has been going on 
for decades, but with the Boy Scouts 
a part of the night, people can look 

forward to seeing them at the gatherings and support 
them in their endeavors. 

Santa Claus came at the end of the night on a fire 
truck, and kids lined up to see the truck with its lights 
to bring Santa to light up the tree, and afterwards, take 
a photo with him and tell him their wish list for Christ-
mas. 

The tree lighting was a great success, and high-
lighted a time of community togetherness, and offered 
a time for friends and family to find warmth on a cold 
winter night. 
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Campus 
N o t e s

BRIMFIELD— Christmas at 
Hitchcock returns on Saturday, Dec. 
14, from 1 to 5 p.m. The popular all 
ages event will include live music, 
cookie decorating and crafting, 
games, face painting, and more. The 
event is free of charge and there is 
no registration required. Attendees 
should dress warmly as the event is 
held both indoors and outdoors.

Live music will be performed 
from the building’s balcony by The 
Voice’s Noah Lis and local Time 
Stretchers frontman Clark Howell. 
Listeners can keep warm sipping 
from free pours of delicious hot 
chocolate and coffee. Chesnuts and 

marshmallows will also be roasted 
to share with attendees.

Ice carver Mike Rondeau will 
be doing a live ice carving during 
the event. 4-H will be bringing 
Phoenix the pony for attendees to 
greet and pet.

Inside, attendees can decorate 
cookies, make Christmas crafts, 
play “reindeer games”, and visit 
with Santa who will arrive at 2 p.m.

“Christmas at Hitchcock feels 
like a family Christmas party com-
bined with a larger scale holiday 
event,” says Executive Director 
Cindy Skowyra. “Our space is so 
much like a home, yet we have all 

the trimmings and trappings of an 
event with all the activities going 
on.”

Attendees can also bring a do-
nation to the organization’s Toys for 
Tots collection, and donations to 
Hitchcock’s annual Friends Cam-
paign, which aims to raise $15,000 
toward operating expenses through 
individual donations, are also 
warmly welcomed.

For complete details and sched-
ule, visit www.hitchcockacademy.
org. The event is generously spon-
sored by Hitchcock Pool Water.

Holiday fun at Hitchcock

December 12
Jewelry by Diane - some high end jewelry too

December 17
Nails on You - holiday designs are special

December 19
Sweets and Treats - some freeze dried - homemade

December 23
Wicked Good Treats - the best yummy selection 

desserts
Don’t forget staff appreciation days, storewide 

25% off on december 18, 19, and 20.

Wing Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary Shop Dec. vendors

Wings of Song 
presents ‘Peace 
and Joy’ Dec. 14-15

STURBRIDGE – Wings of Song, a 45-voice 
community chorus, will perform “Peace and Joy” on 
Saturday, Dec. 14, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Anne’s Church, 
16 Church St., Fiskdale and Sunday, Dec. 15 at 3 
p.m. at Evangelical Covenant Church, 24 Child Hill 
Road, Woodstock, Connecticut.

“Peace and Joy” features pieces from the famil-
iar Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus to the original 1818 
version of Silent Night that few will know. Compos-
ers as modern as Arvo Pärt, 1990 and Marc-Antoine 
Charpentier, about 1690. 

As Director Nym Cooke said, “This music 
plunges deep and soars high! This will be a very spe-
cial concert. I think – on the one hand, meditative, 
centering, and relaxing; on the other hand, uplifting, 
inspiring, and energizing. Just the right medicine for 
these times.”

There is no admission charged for the concerts. 
A freewill offering will be collected at intermission. 
Both venues are handicapped accessible and compli-
mentary refreshments will be provided by the chorus 
members after the concerts. 

Concertgoers are encouraged to arrive early to 
be sure of seating.

Holyoke Community
College recognizes
fall 2024 graduates

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Community College is 
proud to recognize the following students who will 
complete their requirements for graduation at the 
end of the fall 2024 semester.

These members of the Class of 2025 were rec-
ognized at HCC’s second Fall Graduate Reception 
on Monday, Dec. 2, in the college’s Leslie Phillips 
Theater and will also be invited to participate in 
HCC’s 78th Commencement exercises at the Mass-
Mutual Center in Springfield on May 31, 2025.

Holland: John Paul Nash
Monson: Tyler Michael Edwards, Crystal 

Kenyon, Jacob Rock.
Palmer: Nicole Anderson, Jillian M. Doyle, 

Matthew Johnson.
 

Members of the Brimfield fire department who helped make sure Santa got here safely from the North Pole. More 
photos on page 12.

Brimfield Brimfield welcomeswelcomes Christmas Christmas

Scoutmaster Tara Gilman-Sheffield, pictured with 
R.J. and Ashtin, both aged 12, sold all their trees and 
wreaths this weekend.

Steven, age 12, and Zack, 
age 15, spent their after-
noon receiving votes for 

the Wreath Contest.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Take a right off the 
ramp and we are 
“420” feet from you!
➤ Operations: 
Open 7 days a week 8AM – 9PM
 
➤ Address: 
1140 Thorndike Street
Palmer, Ma. 01069
next to Mass Pike exit 63

➤ Contact: 413-289-9503
Website: www.greengold.group
 
➤ Social:
Instagram:  @greengoldgroup, 
            @muncheascannabis, 
            @liquidgoldcannabis
Facebook: @green gold group
X: @greengoldgroup
 
➤ Menu: 
 

Pre-Packaged Flower
Pre-Rolls

Edibles
Vapes

Concentrates

Tinctures
Topicals

Infused Pre-Rolls
Syrups

RSO

Please Consume Responsibly
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.

For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose 
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 

coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.

WE OFFER:

Green Gold Group Cannabis Dispensary
OPEN NOW FOR REC ~ Medical Coming Soon

Santa raising his arms as the tree erupts with bright 
lights.

Finn excited to see Santa, telling him he wants a new 
Power Wheels.

Santa saying hello to the children, getting them ready 
to see the tree light up.

Gathering around to get some hot chocolate on a cold 
night. 

Dave and Ellen enjoying their night with their furry 
friend Josie. 

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Gabby and Tyler Trainor with their furry friend Scout. 

Brimfield Brimfield welcomeswelcomes Christmas Christmas

Little Franklin, asking for a second tablet for Christ-
mas- one for gaming and one for shows, of course!

Parker Sheffield and Nathaniel Seybold with Troop 7 
enjoying some hot chocolate and preparing to had out 
some delicious cookies.

Brittany Robbins and Amber Eggelston from Sturbridge 
Coffee House with their hot cocoa bar set up and ready.

The Scouts made and sold “kissing balls” made of pine 
as Christmas decorations.

The gazebo in the Brimfield common was decorated for 
the tree-lighting that evening.


