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Dance students receive
certificates of achievement

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Four local 
dance students, including a se-
nior at Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School, heading to Poland 
for the IDO Olympics received 
certificates of achievement from 
Mayor John Vieau on Sept. 17.

The foursome are Comp 
student Paige Bordeau, Madi-
syn Vasquez, who attends Min-
nechaug Regional High School, 
Thea Cosgrove of Suffield, Con-
necticut and Karielys Rivera 
who attends Longmeadow High 
School. All four are dance stu-
dents at Dazzle School of Dance 

in Agawam and have danced for 
many years, also forging a close 
bond going beyond the studio.

The girls will compete this 
coming November as part of 
Team USA for the Internation-
al Dance Olympics, an organi-
zation around for 40 years and 
is a nonprofit organization part 
of the World Dance and Danc-
esport Federation with over 90 
members and contact nations, 
representing more than 500,000 
dancers from all six continents.

Recently, the girls were in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey for a 
nine-hour audition to make the 
cut and, now, will be part of 
teams for Jazz, Contemporary 
Dance, Acro and Lyrical.

Bordeau also competed 
in and won Miss Acro United 
States.

Bordeau will compete on 
the Lyrical, Jazz, Acro and Con-
temporary teams, Vasquez will 
compete on the Lyrical, Jazz and 
Acro teams, Cosgrove will com-
pete on the Lyrical team and Ri-
vera will compete on the Lyrical, 
Contemporary and Jazz teams.

They, also, have been fund-
raising for the trip, with a De-
signer Purse Bingo fundraiser 
event that was held at the Mar-
coni Club in Springfield on Sept. 
20.

During the ceremony, Vieau 

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - Gathering in 
the Gaylord Mansion at Elms 
College, President and CEO of 
Square One, Dawn DiStefano, 
and Elms College President Dr. 
Harry Dumay signed an official 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing on Sept. 17.

This agreement will make 
it easier for Elms education stu-
dents to gain valuable on-site 
work experience and for Square 
One employees to pursue pro-
fessional development opportu-
nities and courses.

Beginning the opening 
remarks was Andrea Hick-
son-Martin Ed.D., part of the 
board of directors at Square One 

and part of the Education Divi-
sion of the Elms. 

“My years at Square One 
were incredibly rewarding, to 
witness the work they do first-
hand for the greater Springfield 
area. It has been an honor to 
collaborate with compassionate 
and dedicated leaders, leading 
us to this remarkable day. To 
come together and solidify the 
Education Division of Elms 
College and Square One,” Hick-
son-Martin said. “Today marks 
the day of an excellent opportu-
nity, a beneficial collaboration 
that will enhance the education 
experiences of children, fami-
lies, and students of the Elms. 
Square One has been a beacon 
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From the left, City Council Vice President/Councilor-at-Large Robert Zygarowski, Madisyn Vasquez, Karielys 
Rivera, Thea Cosgrove, Paige Bordeau and Mayor John Vieau in a group photo at the Certificates of Achieve-
ment ceremony in City Hall Auditorium on Sept. 17.
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ValleyBike expanding
to Chicopee

New e-bikes coming soon
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - ValleyBike’s 
expansion into Chicopee, along 
with new e-bikes on the way 
soon, was celebrated in a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony outside 
city hall on Sept. 16.

The ribbon-cutting comes 
after ValleyBike Share returned 
to Western Massachusetts at the 
end of May after Drop Mobility 
became the new vendor for the 
regional program.

Last year, ValleyBike was 
shut down after the previous 
vendor, Bewegen, notified the 
town of Northampton--the lead 
community for the program--

they were initiating bankruptcy 
proceedings. Afterward, repre-
sentatives from member com-
munities banded together for a 
plan and commitment to bring 
ValleyBike back and seek a new 
vendor.

In addition to Northamp-
ton and Chicopee, other com-
munities that used ValleyBike 
were Springfield, West Spring-
field, Holyoke, South Hadley, 
Easthampton and Amherst, with 
the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst also utilizing the 
e-bikes.

In his remarks, Mayor John 
Vieau thanked Drop Mobility for 
reinvesting in ValleyBike, ex-
plaining how other communities 
and other parts of the country 

Square One and Elms
College hold memorandum 
of understanding signing

TURLEY PHOTO BY AMANDA MUNSON

Chair, Education Division Andrea Hickson-Martin Ed.D. and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Joyce Hampton Ed.D. sign the MOU 
that establishes a collaborative partnership between Elms College 
and Square One.
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State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Jeff Goodmark, regional operations manager for Drop Mobility and 
director at ValleyBike, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Mayor John Vieau and Jacob Roberts, opera-
tions manager for ValleyBike on behalf of Drop Mobility, celebrate after the ribbon is cut to mark the return 
of ValleyBike to Chicopee on Sept. 16. 
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IN THE CITY
City Council moves forward on Zoning Ordinance 

and Development Regulation Overhaul
Approval comes after 
favorable FinCom report

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - City Council approved 
an appropriation for a Zoning Ordinance 
and Development Regulation Overhaul 
on Sept. 17 after receiving a favorable Fi-
nance Committee report.

The decision comes after the item 
was first presented on Aug. 6, with the 
councilors voting at that meeting to send 
the $350,000 appropriation for the over-
haul to the Finance Committee for further 
review to clarify what the money would be 
spent on along with addressing concerns 
on preserving the voice of the public.

The amount would go to the Planning 
Special Account, with the funds taken 
from available funds in the Stabilization 
for Capital Budgeting.

After Vice President/Council-
or-at-Large Robert Zygarowski said the 
Finance Committee “felt at this point that 
this is the appropriate way to do it,” Ward 
4 Councilor George Balakier explained 
Planning Director Lee Pouliot had shed 
some light on this, including the amount 
asked to be appropriated is from the Cap-
ital Budgeting Account and the last time 
“a lot of the zoning laws and development 
regulations were looked at and retweaked” 
was in 1978, almost 50 years ago.

Balakier said the nuances Pouliot ex-
plained were how they would be working 
with lawyers and city officials and the pro-
cess “would probably take two years.”

“So, that’s the expected timeframe on 
this and this will be working, also, with 
some of the state zoning laws, in partic-
ular regarding lot sizes, special permits, 
the ODRC Mill District and how it would 
work with developers and with the pub-
lic,” Balakier said. “So, Lee gave us a 
good presentation on this and I think this 
is something that’s overdue seeing that I 
chair zoning and the Zoning Committee. 
So, I think this needs strong consideration, 

approval tonight.”
Ward 7 Councilor William 

Courchesne thanked Pouliot for having 
brought this forward, sharing it “is anoth-
er example of when we don’t take care 
of things in a timely manner, over time, 
no preventive maintenance, it costs us a 
lot more money to do it now” than “if we 
would have taken care of it a couple three 
times over the last 50 years.”

“Time and time again, we keep learn-
ing the hard lesson in the city that we’re 
not doing things and we’re not maintain-
ing things and we wait until it breaks and 
then we fix it,” Courchesne said. “So, let’s 
hope this is the last time something comes 
before us that we failed to maintain and 
it’s costing us so much more to do than 
if we had just kept it going throughout 
the years because 50 years is a long time. 
Policies have changed more times than 
we are in the room. So, let’s hope this is 
the last time we have to do something like 
this.”

After Zygarowski added how Pouliot 
also clarified this was not a mandate by the 
state and was “in the best interest of the 
city to move forward,” Ward 9 Councilor 
Mary Beth Costello said how “zoning is 
extremely important.”

“Many times we run into the issue 
of spot zoning and that’s created a lot of 
problems in a lot of neighborhoods. So, 
hopefully with this type of order, with the 
director of the city planner, we can ad-
dress problems with zoning including spot 
zoning and improve the quality of life in 
the city,” Costello said.

Councilor-at-Large Tim Wagner’s 
concerns focused on the project getting 
away from the City Council “given that 
this body is going to be the one to approve 
eventually,” asking Attorney Tim Riley if 
it was possible to add an asterisk to this.

“As a condition of approval, the Zon-
ing Committee be given an update every 
few months on any potential changes that 
they would like to make,” Wagner said. 
“To make sure that it’s in line not only 
with the Planning Department’s vision, 
but what the City Council’s vision (is) so 
that we’re not just presented with dozens 

and dozens and dozens of pages of ordi-
nance changes to approve like we were 
tonight.”

President/Councilor-at-Large Frank 
Laflamme shared that was one of his ques-
tions also, having had a lot of people ask-
ing what would happen.

“As he mentioned, the whole process 
is going to be partially done, but it all goes 
through the City Council. Nothing can be 
approved without the approval of the City 
Council on everything if the people were 
there,” Laflamme said.

Laflamme also agreed with Wagner’s 
concerns, adding another item of concern 
that he thought was going through the state 
legislature right now “where if you have a 
lot size, you’re going to be able to take in 
another person in single-family homes as 
well as build on pieces of property.”

“I think we’re a little bit behind. I 
wish this was updated now--a long time 
ago--but there’s a new process that they 
mentioned that is coming down the road 
that Lee talked to us about, that he’s do-
ing all his homework, he’s learning about 
it,” Laflamme said. “It might pass the state 
legislature where we’re going to have to 
change our process where it’s just going 
to be able to get a building permit if it’s 
approved in certain areas. So, I agree with 
you 100%.”

After Riley clarified the mayor’s or-
der could not be amended, Wagner said 
this.

“Then I’ll probably file a motion at 
the next meeting to have some sort of a 
control on that and I’ll work with my vari-
ous colleagues on that,” Wagner said.

Laflamme said he will have the coun-
cil’s support on that proposal.

Zygarowski appreciated Wagner’s 
points, saying even though the mayor’s 
order could not be amended, the whole 
process would still take years.

“It’s not something that we’re going 
to change everything in the zoning laws. 
It’s going to be worked on over the next 
couple of years, if not more. We just don’t 
know,” Zygarowski said. “This is a good 
thing, it’s just going to take some time.”

The motion passed 13-0.

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Local Family Owned & Managed

Largest Selection of 
Climate Controlled Units

The Most Secure 
Storage Available! 

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022

ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available 
at the Lowest Prices in the Area!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, COLLECTIONS, 

WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

Touch a Truck event 
takes place Oct. 6 at 
Chicopee Elks

CHICOPEE – A Touch a Truck 
event will be taking place at the Chi-
copee Elks Lodge 1849 on Sunday, 
Oct. 6 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

There will be games for the kids 
and hot dogs and hamburgers for sale 
(cash only).

$5 for hot dog, chips and soda
$7 for hamburgers, chips and soda
A 50/50 raffle will support the 

Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee and 
there will be an additional raffle table.

The Chicopee Elks Lodge is locat-
ed at 431 Granby Rd. 

To learn more, call 413-592-1849.

CHICOPEE - Each month the Chi-
copee Public Library hosts a variety of 
free programs for children and families. 
The Youth Services Department seeks to 
provide opportunities for entertainment 
and enrichment that explore literacy and 
promote creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for September 2024.

On Tuesdays, Sept. 24, at 10:30 a.m. 
in the community room, the library will 
have a Little Kid Dance Party geared for 

kids five and under and their caregivers. 
Older kids are welcome, as well. There 
will be songs, dancing and big move-
ment!

The library will host a Meet-up for 
Homeschooling Families  on Thursday, 
Sept. 26 at 11 a.m. Homeschooling fam-
ilies can meet each other. Chicopee›s 
point person for AHEM (Advocates for 
Home Education in MA) will be there. 
Library staff will provide a craft and be 

interested to hear ideas about what folks 
would like to do at a monthly meet-up 
for homeschooling families.

If you’re finding the schedule of li-
brary events for kids and families a little 
light for September, fear not! 

We have plans for more fun coming 
soon. 

Events in October will include: A 
Halloween Party, Chess Club, the return 
of the Saturday Playgroup, and more!

Chicopee Public Library Hosts Events for Kids and Families

Spaghetti and
Meatball Dinner at 
Chicopee Elks on 
Sept. 26

Walking Club of RiverMills Center

Grow Your
Parenting Skills

CHICOPEE - Parents of young 
children from birth to five years old

Free Classes and Attendance Priz-
es !!!

Sept. 10, Sept. 17, Sept. 24, Oct. 1, 
Oct. 8, Oct. 15 from 6 to 7 p.m.

Holyoke Library, 250 Chestnut St, 
Holyoke, MA 01040, Board Room

Funded by the Coordinated Family 
& Community Engagement Grant from 
the Massachusetts Department of Early 
Education and Care Study 

Topics Include:
Family Rules & Routines
Positive Discipline &
Parenting
Family Communication
Helping Children Manage
Behaviors and Emotions
.......... MUCH MORE!
Contact Information: Silvia Du-

rand at Durands@headstart.org or call 
(413) 505-9053.

CHICOPEE – A Spaghetti and 
Meatball Dinner will be taking place 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 26.

The free community event will 
take place at the Chicopee Elks Lodge 
1849 on 413 Granby Rd.

We look forward to you joining us!
To learn more, call 413-592-1849.

CHICOPEE - The Council on Aging 
will start up their Walking Club again on 
Monday, Sept. 23 at 9 a.m. at Chicopee 
Council on Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

RiverMills Walking Club will start 
back on Monday, Sept. 23 at 9 a.m. The 
club will walk Monday’s and Friday’s at 

9am for a walk down the Chicopee River 
behind the senior center. 

This group will meet from Septem-
ber-November and will resume in April 
once the winter weather resides. The 
group will not walk in inclement weath-
er. 

No registration is required.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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IN THE CITY

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Lorraine’s 35th anniversary celebration
to be held on Oct. 5

CHICOPEE – Lorraine’s Soup Kitch-
en & Pantry will be celebrating 35 years 
of service to the community at Sarah Jane 
Park on Saturday, Oct. 5, from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Come, bring your lawn chairs and pic-
nic baskets and join us for a fantastic cele-
bration!

Come and celebrate with us as we mark 
35 wonderful years of Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen & Pantry serving our community! 
We’ve come a long way from the days of 

distributing peanut butter sandwiches and 
hot soup and we can’t wait to share our 
journey and successes with you!

There will be bounce houses, games, 
music, police and fire department vehicles, 
the Chicopee Police Ice Cream Truck and 
K9 demonstrations. 

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic.

To learn more, call 413-592-9528 or 
email executivedir@lorrainessoupkitchen.
com.

City Council to review ordinance amendment for recreation gym supervisor
It will next go to Ordinance 
Committee for review

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - City Council approved 
reviewing an ordinance amendment on 
Sept. 17 to add a recreation gym super-
visor to the Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment.

The recreation gym supervisor would 
work at $25 per game and the ordinance 
would be operative upon passage.

It will next go to the Ordinance 
Committee for a first reading and public 
hearing.

Mayor John Vieau explained for the 
mayor’s order, the Parks Commission 
voted in favor of moving it along for ap-
proval.

“The reason being is that what’s hap-
pening is they’re getting overwhelmed 
as officials at games at Park and Rec and 
the referees sometimes need help and 
guidance and the park staff cannot be 
there all the time for every single game,” 
Vieau said. “So, since we play in so many 
gyms on Saturdays and as the winter sea-
son is going to be coming for basketball, 

the reason for this position would be to 
have a supervisor in some of the facilities 
where some of the staff cannot be in order 
to help guide and, frankly, help out with 
issues that arise during a game.”

Parks & Recreation Department Su-
perintendent Benjamin Strepka then add-
ed this.

“During basketball season, we oper-
ate out of almost 10 gymnasiums across 
the city, and as a small staff of only three 
or four of us, we can’t be everywhere at 
once and, unfortunately, in today’s age, 
we continue to have issues both on and 
off the court that need our attention to,” 
Strepka said. “So, with this position, we 
hope to have more eyes in more places 
during these games so, hopefully, these 
incidents don’t occur. But, when they do, 
we have someone onsite who can handle 
them accordingly.”

The motion passed 13-0.
Two other highlights pertained to 

requests from the police department for 
building renovations and a grant program.

First, an appropriation of $8,647.76 
to the Police Special Account for build-
ing renovations from available funds in 
the Stabilization Fund.

Vieau explained, “This is a change 
order to the public safety upgrades” that 
the council had approved for upgrades to 

lighting.
Capt. Holly Cote explained the 

change order was approved “about six 
months ago” and “then the work was 
done.”

“So, basically, when we came before 
you before, we went with standard light-
ing but the areas--two of the areas--we 
realized that we really needed dimmers 
so that we can utilize our camera sys-
tem better,” Cote said. “So, the Detective 
Bureau and to the chief’s Administrative 
Office. They need the dimmers, one, for 
viewing camera footage, but, also, it’s a 
little bright during certain times of the 
day. So, that’s what this is for.”

The other was the acceptance of the 
FFY 2024 Car Seat Distribution Program 
for $4,051.90 from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Office of Grants and 
Research Highway Safety Division.

Here, the grant program allows the 
state to purchase car seats for the police 
department for distribution to low-in-
come families in Chicopee along with 
installation and education on how to use 
them.

Vieau said he’s excited about the 
grant opportunity “to make sure that the 
infants and toddlers in Chicopee are a lit-
tle safer” and knowing “that we’re also 
going to have instruction on how to not 

only give out car seats but how to use 
them properly.”

Cote was also thrilled with the grant 
program.

“This is just a grant that Capt. Lam-
bert, our community engagement liaison, 
put in for and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts did give us the grant so 
we’ll be able to purchase the car seats so 
that we can use them at different safety 
events,” Cote said.

Both appropriations passed 13-0.
Lastly, an appropriation of 

$9,139,752.88 to the Stabilization for 
Education Purposes Account--compris-
ing $3,409,382.78 for school prior year 
expenses and $5,730,370.10 for school 
prior year salaries--was postponed to the 
next meeting or call of the chair as it was 
put on the City Council’s agenda a day 
early.

“The School Committee will be ad-
dressing this tomorrow night and we ask 
that you pause on it right now and wait 
for the School Committee to take action 
first and then it’ll be, hopefully, brought 
back on by your president as a postpone-
ment to the call of the president or the 
chair until the School Committee can of-
ficially vote on it,” Vieau said.

The postponement was accepted 13-
0.

CFD participates in training

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – The fire department took part in rapid intervention refresher training that 
was overseen by their training and safety captain. 

CFD takes part in Mass of
Remembrance to commemorate 9/11

Flu and COVID Vaccine Clinic  Sept. 23

CHICOPEE – Members of the fire 
department took part in a Mass of Re-
membrance to commemorate 9/11 at St. 
Rose de Lima Parish on Sept. 11. 

The members were also joined by 

members of the police department for the 
mass, held every year to honor the vic-
tims and fallen heroes of September 11, 
2001. The departments were represented 
by the Honor Guard for the Mass.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE - The Council on Ag-
ing will host a Flu and COVID Clinic 
on Monday, Sept. 23 at 10 a.m. at Chi-
copee Council on Aging’s RiverMills 
Center located at 5 West Main St.

Holyoke Health Center will be at 

RiverMills Center on Monday, Septem-
ber 23rd for a Flu and COVID-19 Vaccine 
Clinic from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Pre-Registration is required by stop-
ping at RiverMills Center or by calling 
534-3698.

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com
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Common nighthawk

A Brimfield resident emailed that on 
Wednesday, Aug. 28, “I sat outside in front 
of the house and saw 35 common night-
hawks, a  group of 5, 7, 22 and a straggler. 
The group of 22 flew around overhead for 
2-3 minutes, fluttery flight, erratic, back and 
forth, round and round.” He said he has sat 
out three other nights and not seen a single 
nighthawk.

The common nighthawk is 10 inches 
long and is often seen flying at dusk or dawn 
and sometimes during the day. They have 
long, thin pointed wings with a conspicuous 
white bar near the tips of their wings. 

Their flight tends to be high over 40 
feet with slow, deliberate wingbeats. The 
male has a white band near the tip of his tail, 
which the female lacks. They have mottled 
feathers with white under their chin. Night-
hawks scoop up flying insects when in flight. 
Sometimes they are seen feeding near city 
lights, which attract insects.

The common nighthawk gives a nasal 
“peernt” call. The lesser nighthawk is sim-
ilar to the common, but flies much lower, 10 
to 20 feet and has thin, rounded wings with 
the wing bar nearer the tip than its cousin. 

The female common nighthawk lays 
two olive brown eggs with dark marks in a 
nest on gravely soil, fields or gravel rooftops. 
They inhabit forests, plains and urban areas. 
Lesser nighthawks prefer rivers, lakes and 
desert scrub. 

Warren bird sightings
In Warren there are still great egrets at 

the pond on New Reed Street and a juvenile 
osprey was seen Friday, Aug. 30 at the pond 
on South Street. It was perched in a tree eat-
ing a fish.

Cooper’s hawk 
My daughter had what most likely was 

a Cooper’s hawk in her yard in late August. 
She heard a knocking on her basement slid-
er. When she looked over her deck, the hawk 
was on the ground by the slider. She went 
downstairs to check on him and he flew up 
to her deck and then went into a tree before 
flying off.

Loon chick rescue
On Aug.22, Loon Preservation Commit-

tee received a call from Pawtuckaway Lake. 
Lake residents had found a loon chick that 
had beached itself on an island with no par-
ents in sight. The chick had fishing line tan-
gled around its neck, head and bill. 

“As they called, the residents were in the 
process of untangling the chick and they asked 
us for guidance regarding what to do next. We 
were thankful that they had noticed and were 
helping the loon, and were also thankful that 
they had called us. Sometimes when loons are 
tangled in fishing line, there are additional in-
juries from hooks or tackle that are not im-
mediately obvious when looking at the bird 
externally and we wanted to make sure that 
was not the case with this loon.”

“LPC’s Pemigewasset Region Biologist, 
Jayden Mowery, was able to meet with the 
rescuers and collect the chick from them. He 
then brought it to VCA Capital Area Veter-
inary Emergency and Specialty (CAVES), 
where he met up with Maria Colby and 
CAVES veterinary staff to x-ray the loon. 
We were glad to have taken this extra step to 
ensure the chick was okay, because the x-ray 
revealed something that was not easily visi-
ble during the external exam: the chick had 
a fishing hook embedded in the flesh of its 
mouth, under its tongue.”

An x-ray of the chick’s head and neck re-
vealed a large fishing hook embedded in the 
tissue of its mouth, underneath its tongue. It 
was removed and the chick was returned to 
the lake where it joined its parents. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

A blueberry
question from Ed

“My name is Ed and I have a question 
that I hope you can answer: I have a small 
part of my back yard where three tomato 
plants used to grow.  This year I bought a 
blueberry plant which I never have grown be-
fore. I planted it in May of this year and as of 
mid August I still have not had any blueber-
ries yet. The plant actually looks the same as 
it did in May. I water the plant every day and 
just wondering why nothing has grown yet. I 
actually am considering just letting the blue-
berry plant stay as is through the winter and 
maybe by early 2025 there might be some 
blueberries. Any comment is much appreci-
ated. Thanks!”

Thank you for your question, Ed. I am 
thinking that your blueberry plant might need 
a bit more time adjusting to its surroundings, 
and maybe a correction on soil pH.  

Read on to learn about that.  
Blueberries, more than tomatoes, are 

picky about pH. They are ericaceous, or 
“acid-loving,” just 
like rhododendrons 
and azaleas. In this 
part of the country 
our soil tends to be 
acidic, but blueber-
ries like an even 
lower pH than most 
soils have, to the 
tune of 4.8.  

To find out the pH of your soil, have it 
tested by the University of Massachusetts 
Cooperative Extension service. If you speci-
fy at testing time that you wish to grow blue-
berries, they will give you advice on how to 
amend the soil for that crop.  

Some amendments used to lower pH 
include sulfur, peat moss and leaf humus 
among others.

I would also recommend that you apply 
mulch around the blueberry bush to a depth 
of four inches. As you know, mulch will con-
serve soil moisture as well as continue to add 
organic matter and nutrients to the soil as it 
breaks down.  

For blueberries the best choice is well 
rotted sawdust. Grass clippings and straw are 
also suitable but need to be replaced more 
quickly than sawdust.  

A word of caution:  make sure the saw-
dust is well rotted or it could potentially burn 
tender stems as well as rob nitrogen from the 
plant it is intending to help. 

Blueberries can self-pollinate, but for 
the best berry production plant at least two 
different blueberry varieties within 10 feet 
of one another. If, for example, the variety 
you have ripens mid season, purchase anoth-
er mid season bush, so that the flowers will 
be blooming and therefore pollinated at the 
same time. 

You will be delighted with larger fruit 
and more of it! 

There would be some crossover with 
early and later varieties, but with only two 
plants I’d err on the side of caution and just 
purchase another of the same season what-
ever that is.  If you don’t know, don’t worry 
about it, just plant another bush regardless. 

The last thing I’d like to mention is that it 
usually takes two-three years for blueberries 
to produce fruit even if all of their needs are 
being met. It has to do with the maturity of 
the branches and whether they are productive.  

The most productive branches tend to be 
around three years old. I’m not sure how old 
your plant was upon installation, but maybe 
it just needs a little more time.

Well, we covered a lot of material here, 
but I can sense how badly you’d like to see 
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your bushes bare fruit. By making a few minor 
changes and providing the one plant you have 
with a friend you will hopefully see berries in a 
couple of years at the most.  

Thanks for the question, Ed!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 

Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 32 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 
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learned more about what the girls would 
be doing at the IDO and about their dance 
experiences, praising them for their ac-
complishments.

He then read the certificates of 
achievement.

“The certificate is proudly present-
ed to all four of you individually in rec-
ognition of your dedication, hard work 
and outstanding representation of Team 
USA at the International Dance Organi-
zation Championships in Kielce, Poland 
in November of 2024,” Vieau said. “As 
the only competitors in Western Massa-
chusetts at the IDO World Champion-
ships, your achievement reflects great 
pride in your community and in the 
Dazzle Studio of Dance in Agawam. 
So, the City of Chicopee applauds you 
for your commitment to excellence and 
we wish you continued success on the 
world stage.”

Vieau also shared this advice.
“Be proud of who you are. There’s 

only one of you in the whole world. Don’t 
let anyone take that from you,” Vieau said.

The girls were honored to receive the 
certificates.

“It was a good honor and I feel very 
excited,” Vasquez said.

“I feel happy and very excited and 
you kind of cannot put it into words,” Ri-
vera said.

“Like my teammates said, this is such 
a big honor and I’m super excited. This 
was just a really great opportunity and it 
was very exciting today,” Cosgrove said.

“Very appreciative of Mayor Vieau 
for doing this for us, especially because 
I’m from Chicopee and I think we’re all 
just excited to go to Poland,” Bordeau 
said.

When the girls were first selected for 
their teams, they were shocked and hum-
bled by the opportunity.

“I was very shocked because I was 
just going in there like, ‘Oh this is a good 
experience, an audition.’ But, actually be-

ing picked is better than I anticipated. So, 
I was really excited,” Vasquez said.

“I was also shocked and overjoyed. 
I knew this was a big experience and a 
big opportunity for us and for myself, so 
it was just so amazing for it to happen,” 
Rivera said.

“I was mind blown by it. I never 
thought that I’d be able to do anything this 
big with dance so I’m super excited for 
the opportunity,” Cosgrove said.

“I’d say I felt pretty honored, 
shocked,” Bordeau said.

On representing Team USA, the girls 
shared this.

“It’s a big opportunity and I’m happy 
to do it with them so I’m not all alone. It 
makes it more exciting for me,” Vasquez 
said.

“I feel proud of myself and my 
friends for us to be representing the USA 
all together in a different country and, 
hopefully, bringing back the gold medal,” 
Rivera said.

“I think it’s a great thing for us as 
dancers to go and do events like this 
and represent America and the USA and 
hopefully bring home the gold,” Cosgrove 
said.

“Like they all said, bringing home 
the gold and 
super hon-
oring in we 
have a great 
support sys-
tem, so it’s 
d e f i n i t e l y 
making it a 
lot easier,” 
B o r d e a u 
said.

A f t e r 
sharing their 
gratitude to 
their fami-
lies, friends, 
t e a c h e r s , 
their com-
munities for 
their support 

and Vieau for their certificates of achieve-
ment, the girls had this message for aspir-
ing dancers.

“For aspiring dancers, I would tell 
them to keep going and even if you go 
through a struggle to push through it be-

cause it just makes you stronger,” Vasquez 
said. “And a big thank you to everyone in 
Western Mass for their support.”

“I’m very thankful for all the people 
in the communities in Western Mass that 
have supported us,” Rivera said. “I would 
say for the new generations of dancers 
and people younger than me, I’d say al-
ways work hard and try to reach for your 
dreams and, one day, you will achieve 
those dreams.”

“I just want to say a big thank you 
to all the communities. They’re really 
helping us from where we’re all from 
and we really couldn’t do it without them 
and all their support and without their 
recognition just like we’re doing today,” 
Cosgrove said. “I think for dancers, just 
believe in yourself. Whenever you doubt 
yourself, just know you’re working hard 
and that you’re going to get there some-
day and just have the patience and you’re 
going to be great.”

“I think that for all of us, it’s taken 
a lot of time and dedication. So, I would 
say stay dedicated, stay focused, just 
keep pushing towards your goals and 
dreams,” Bordeau said. “And big thanks 
to everyone who’s continuing to help us 
get there.”

Instrument Petting Zoo visits library 
By Amanda Munson

Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The library was full 
of sound and music from the instrument 
demonstration that the Springfield Sym-
phony Orchestra put on for all ages on 
Sept. 14, full of caretakers and children 
curious about the art of music. 

With over a dozen instruments to 
choose from, attendees were able to try out 
all of them, recognizing the joy of playing 
and learning music that everyone can play. 

Maxwell Jordan, education program 
assistant of Springfield Symphony Orches-
tra Instrument Petting Zoo, joined attend-
ees in the Bazan Community Room, eager 
to demonstrate the array of instruments in 
the background.

“This program is much older than me, 
it’s been going on for at least 15 years. My-
self and my coworker Patrick go around to 
libraries and show the instruments off. I 
added the saxophone because it’s my fa-
vorite and the kids enjoy it. It’s nice to see 
the sheer power of the community, they 
will rally behind their library and support 
the need for third spaces,” Jordan said.

Reflecting on the need for spaces that 
are separate from home and work, Jordan 
likes the fact that families can enjoy these 
events for free and come together in a 
space like the library. While talking about 
the program, Jordan stood in front of 19 
instruments that he personally plays dai-
ly, showing his musical talent to the kids 
during the event. 

When asked what started his path 

down a music centered future, Jordan 
commented on his surroundings growing 
up and how that influenced what he’s do-
ing now.

“Music, specifically education, is 
what I am currently studying. I grew up 
with my Dad playing blues rock around 
the house. It took me a while to catch on, 
but eventually I started playing bass and 
guitar in fifth grade. One day I started play-
ing saxophone and my band director told 
me I could do this for a living, which took 
me down this path I am on now and why I 
am studying music,” Jordan said.

The program began with a presenta-
tion of the different kinds of instruments 
that were brought in including the strings, 
woodwinds, brass and percussion families. 

Program guests were taught the power of 
breathing that’s required to play the trom-
bone or saxophone, how to hold the bow to 
play the cello or violin, and how to stay on 
beat on the snare drum. 

Near the end, three kids brought 
chairs together and created their own band, 
a wonderful reminder of how music can 
bring everyone together.

“The most rewarding part of my po-
sition at the petting zoo is seeing the kids 
realize the power of how much they can 
accomplish. Most of these kids come in 
and see all these instruments, watch me 
and think I’m a trained professional and 
that’s scary, I can’t do that. But they come 
up, sometimes scared, and they try. They 
realize it’s simple, I can make a sound and 

I can make music. Seeing that they can 
play with other people in the program. It 
takes a lot of practice and hard work, but 
seeing their faces change to a sense of ac-
complishment is profound. It’s great!” Jor-
dan said.

The Springfield Symphony Orches-
tra is starting the 2024 season on Oct. 19, 
with more information found on Spring-
fieldSymphony.org

For information about the Musical 
Petting Zoo, visit springfieldsymphony.
org/musical-petting-zoo/.

Education Programs Assistant Maxwell 
Jordan showcased his musical talent by 
playing all the instruments brought from 
the Springfield Symphony Orchestra.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY AMANDA MUNSON

Playful, silly, and curiosity filled the room up along with learning all about sound and 
vibrations of the instruments.

DANCE STUDENTS from page 1

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS..........

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: 9/19/24-9/25/24

$244

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS ............ $288 USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

DINNER ROLLS 12 PAK ...................

$244
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HOT HAM .............................. $299

lb

lb69¢

SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE ...........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SNOW CRAB 
CLUSTERS ...................................... $699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

99¢
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$949
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS
(FLANKEN STYLE) ........................

$499

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPS or ROAST ............. BEEF RIB EYE

STEAKS

$499
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAK or ROAST

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

lb

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

$899
lb

TAILGATE TIME!
$299

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
CHICKEN THIGHS ..................

Thea Cosgrove demonstrates a dance 
move after receiving a certificate of 
achievement from Mayor John Vieau as 
part of her participation in the IDO Olym-
pics.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications



Page 6   ❙  September 20, 2024 Chicopee Register

IN THE CITY

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - “Your health is our pri-
ority” is what Daksh Rampal, M.D., Chief 
Executive Officer of Priority Urgent Care, 
stands for and wants to let the community 
know as his business opens.

Located on 1505 Memorial Dr., the 
urgent care opened its doors on Sept. 16 
with its first Massachusetts location being 
in Chicopee.

In front of the building, Mayor John 
Vieau, State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low), Ward 9 City Councillor Mary Beth 
Costello, with Rampal, M.D. and family 
kicked off the ribbon cutting ceremony. 

“We are excited to be here since there 
has been a void and a need for urgent care. 
We are thankful you have chosen Chicopee 
as your first branch in Massachusetts. Our 
local hospitals will be happy to have you 
guys here. Our emergency rooms are really 
swelling here in Western Massachusetts,” 
Vieau said. “It’s wonderful to see this lo-
cation be brought back up again, because 
people need medical care. It’s a lot better 
than people waiting for hours to be seen. 
If there’s an issue, it can be addressed 
here since there is state of the art medical 
equipment here and a team of people who 
are ready. We want to welcome you with 
open arms, with many years of prosperity 
in Chicopee and we wish you the best of 
success.”

Oliveira said this next. 
“It’s wonderful to be here in (the) 

Ward 9 district and I am lucky enough to 
represent this area of Chicopee. It’s always 
nice to see an urgent care facility fill a 
storefront, like I was saying earlier I come 
to this plaza all the time. I think all of us 
see the need for urgent care facilities and 
I was in need of  a primary care physician 
for three years, right after the pandemic. I 
finally found one but to fill the gaps in be-
tween, I relied on urgent care. If you have 

an illness or roll an ankle, instances we all 
experience, urgent care fills those gaps for 
so many families. It’s providing direct care 
right away,” Oliveira said. “On behalf of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the 
three senators and reps of the City of Chi-
copee, the Massachusetts House of Senate 
hereby extends its congratulations to Prior-
ity Urgent Care of Massachusetts of recog-
nition of the ribbon cutting and opening to 
your commitment for care of residents of 
the region.”

Counting down from seven, acknowl-
edging the seven locations of Priority Ur-
gent Care, the ribbon was cut by Rampal 
and officially opened the business. 

After the ceremony, Rampal sat down 
and talked about his beginnings in opening 
a business in Chicopee and why it was im-
portant for him to be practicing at an urgent 

care. 
“There is a little bit of everything in 

emergency medicine, you see the patient 
that comes through the door and you don’t 
know what they have. They might have an 
ear or foot complaint, it could be anything. 
I worked in the E.R. for more than a decade, 
I wanted to do something entrepreneurial 
and learn how to run a business. This was a 
nice collaboration to help people and build 
a business, to take medicine to the commu-
nity. Many people who go to the emergen-
cy rooms don’t have true emergencies. E.R. 
‘s are overcrowded, expensive, and urgent 
care provides a nice alternative. You get a 
similar level of care with a clean facility, 
to keep the true emergencies to the emer-
gency room. We are here to help the patient 
save money, save the resources for the hos-
pitals, it works well with my training and 

urgent care as a business,” Rampal said.
Ending with his connection to the 

area, Rampal said this. 
“This area is accessible for people, 

easy to get to, truly wanting to have a space 
that feels like home. It feels like home to 
me and my family. We want people to be 
cared for quickly and well, our team is 
ready to handle anything short of a true 
emergency. The things that we can do are 
broad and diverse, we can do medicine to 
a young child to a geriatric patient, with 
anything in between. The goal is to have 
people leave very satisfied with their care 
at Priority Urgent Care,” Rampal said.

Priority Urgent Care is open Mondays 
through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
and weekends from 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Learn more at priorityuc.com or call 
413-366-9977, walk-ins are welcome.

Priority Urgent Care officially opens its doors in Chicopee

of hope in the community, offering a wide 
range of family friendly education and 
support services. Tailored to meet the 
needs of each family. Square One’s focus 
of fostering lifelong learning, promoting 
smart choices, and nurturing cognitive, 
emotional, social, and physical growth 
aligns with our values here at the Elms. 
With Elms being faith, community, jus-
tice, and excellence.”

Hickson-Martin expressed excite-
ment for the partnership. 

“This partnership is not just an agree-
ment on paper, but a dynamic and living 
collaboration that will bring enormous 
benefits to each of our organizations. For 
our Elms Early Education students, this is 
an unparalleled opportunity to engage in 
fieldwork, conduct observations and use 
Square One as a teaching lab. Providing 
a real world setting where they can apply 
theory to practice, develop critical teach-
ing skills, and learn to teach with empa-
thy and creativity,” Hickson-Martin said. 
“This will be an environment of recipro-
cal learning. We aim to include several 

other divisions of Elms that will closely 
work with students at Square One, in-
cluding ABA program, communication, 
sciences and disorders, psychology, 
nursing, and social work to name a few. 
By doing so, we will create an interdis-
ciplinary approach, meeting the needs of 

children and families in our community. 
Together we are stronger.”

Students in the Early Childhood 
Education program will, also, have 
fieldwork experience and the ability to 
conduct teaching labs at Square One as 
part of their curriculum. Square One and 
Elms College will greatly benefit from 
this partnership, which is why the sig-
nage of this MOU was so monumental.

Dumay continued the program by 
welcoming DiStefano.

“We are absolutely certain this is 
the beginning of a long friendship. You 
often hear that solutions can be a win-
win scenario, this is true. Square One 
and Elms College are seen as respected, 
long-standing institutions that have been 
dedicated to serving others. Through our 
respected histories, we have done our 
share to help the lives of families in the 
greater Springfield area,” Dumay said. 
“It only makes sense that Square One 
and Elms College combine our efforts 
for joint impact. Through your work and 
ours, students go on to lead lives of pur-
pose, passion, and service to communi-
ties. I want to offer my sincere gratitude 

to all of those from Square One and Elms 
to make this day possible, to see the fruits 
of their work of this partnership grow.”

DiStefano ended the remarks reflect-
ing on the strengths of the partnership 
and the future it holds for both Elms and 
Square One, highlighting the need and 
importance of early education for young 
children. 

“This partnership is for intentional 
focus for families and students to learn, 
grow, and thrive together. We all know 
the importance of early learning in young 
children. Early investments lead to ob-
servable and measurable achievements 
in social emotional skill development 
and academic outcomes in language and 
literacy,” DiStefano said. “Long term 
outcomes are stronger relationships, 
productive learning, and options for fu-
ture career paths. All of these outcomes 
connect to stable and self-sufficient fam-
ilies that make up greater communities. 
Square One is excited for all the potential 
learning and development from students 
and staff working together, exploring and 
engaging together. What an exciting time 
this is, thank you for having us.”

TURLEY PHOTO BY AMANDA MUNSON

Daksh Rampal, M.D., chief executive officer of Priority Urgent Care, gets ready to cut the ribbon to officially open Priority Urgent Care on 
Sept. 16. 

ELMS COLLEGE from page 1

President and CEO of Square One Dawn DiStefano and Elms Col-
lege President Dr. Harry Dumay sign the memorandum of under-
standing, solidifying the partnership the college and organization 
will have for years to come.

All in attendance were smiling at the handshake between Elms 
College President Dr. Harry Dumay and Andrea Hickson-Martin.

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact chicopeeregister@turley.com
Chicopee Register, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393
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Comp loses early lead, falls in Week 1 Pacers
take down
Mustangs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—Back in 
2018, the Chicopee boys’ var-
sity soccer team didn’t lose 
their first match of the regu-
lar season until October. The 
members of this year’s varsity 
squad are looking for a repeat 
performance.

After posting a 5-1 win at 
Szot Park against Springfield 
Central in the season open-
er on September 4, the Pacers 
defeated Holley Division rival 
Monson, 3-0, in another home 
match, last Tuesday night.

“I’ve been coaching most 
of these players since they 
were five years old, so this is 
a special group to me. It has 
been tremendous watching 
them progress over the years” 
said Chicopee fourth-year head 
coach Hugo Destapado follow-
ing the shutout victory against 
the Mustangs. “This is also 
the first time that we’ve been 
2-0 since I’ve been the varsity 
coach here. We’re going to play 
one game at a time.”   

The Pacers, who swept 
the season series with Mon-
son a year ago, also celebrat-
ed a pair of road victories last 
week. They are led offensively 
by sophomore Griffen Wris-
ley, who recorded a hat-trick 
in three of his team’s first four 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Anthony Cabrera-Cavette kicks off for the Colts.

Matthew Perez drops back after receiving the snap.

Shane Upham looks to make a run to the left side.

Pacers seek 
first win

CHICOPEE – Last week, Chicopee 
girls soccer suffered a pair of losses, first 
falling to Monson 6-1, and then to Granby 
5-1. The losses dropped the Pacers to 0-4 
on the season. The Pacers hope to change 
their fortunes on Monday, Sept. 23 against 
Southwick at 6 p.m.

TURLEY  PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The Colts defense works to make a tackle.

Ashley Galica tries to clear the ball away.

Magdalena Lapierre tries to corral the ball near midfield.

Jocelyn 
Coira 
punts the 
ball away

Cassidy Pytel flies to get possession.

Julianna Renfer goes back to retrieve a ball in the defen-
sive end of the field.

See PACERS page 8

AGAWAM – Last Friday 
night, Agawam trailed visiting 
Chicopee Comprehensive 14-6. 
But the Brownies scored 24 unan-
swered points to come away with 
a win 30-14. 

In the first play of the second 
half, Rian Villareal took a quick 
pass from Dom Pisano, broke 
a tackle, and went more than 70 
yards to the end zone for a touch-
down. The Brownies got the two-

point conversion and tied the score 
14-14. The defense was phenom-
enal in the second half and paced 
Agawam to extra possessions, 
keeping the Colts out of the end 
zone. Joe Duffy scored two rush-
ing touchdowns and led Agawam 
rushers with 82 yards on eight car-
ries. Max Holloway had the other 
touchdown for the Brownies and 
ran for 55 yards. Caleb Phillips 
added 59 rushing yards.
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regular season matches. He scored all 
three goals in the first meeting versus 
Monson.

“Griffen has always had a knack for 
scoring goals, which is something you 
can’t teach” Destapado added. “He’s 
also a very hard worker and he wouldn’t 
be a successful player without the help 
of his teammates.”   

Wrisley, who netted four of the 
goals in the season opening victory, 
scored four more goals in a 9-1 road win 
against SCIS, last Thursday afternoon. 
He scored another goal two days later in 
a non-league contest at Granby which the 
Pacers won by the final score of 4-1.

Another young Chicopee player is 
freshman goalie Zachariah Yarovoy, who 
only had to make a couple of saves in 
recording his first career varsity shutout 
against Monson. 

“Zachariah is another special kid 
and he’s going to have a bright future,” 
Destapado said. “His work ethic is unreal 
for someone his age. He’s one of the few 
players that I didn’t coach at the youth 
level. He’s very mature for his age.”

The only three seniors listed on the 
Pacers varsity roster are Darek Janik, 
Jason Brown, and Arthur Alekseyenko.  
Brown and junior Tiago Destapado are 
the Pacers co-captains. 

The Mustangs are also a very young 
squad. They don’t have any seniors listed 
on their roster.

Jared Pignone, who has been an as-
sistant varsity coach since the beginning 
of last season, replaced Peter Beaupre as 

the varsity coach after the second game 
of the regular season. 

“We’re a very young team this year 
with no seniors,” Pignone said. “Chi-
copee is an outstanding soccer team and 
they’re also two Divisions higher than us. 
Our main goal in tonight’s game was to 
pack it in defensively.”   

Monson sophomore goalie Kyle 
Beaudry was credited with 15 saves. 

The members of the Mustangs start-
ing defensive unit are freshman Antho-
ny Tulloch, sophomore Lucas Pignone, 
sophomore Caleb Becker, and junior 
Shane Szado.

The Pacers had three corner kicks 
before Wrisley fired a low shot into the 
back of the net during the ninth minute of 
the opening half. Junior Jason Gregoire 
was credited with the assist.

A little more than ten minutes later, 
junior Chris Guerra-Ramirez sent a short 
pass to Wrisley who scored his second 
goal of the match.

Following a Monson corner kick, 
a shot attempt from junior Austin Mea-
cham was deflected over the endline re-
sulting in another corner kick. 

The only other shot attempt in the 
game for the Mustangs was taken by 
Tulloch. 

Wrisley completed his hat-trick by 
scoring an unassisted goal during the 
56th minute. 

Monson tied Holyoke, 1-1, last Fri-
day. 

The second meeting of the regular 
season between Chicopee and Monson 
is scheduled to take place in Monson on 
Oct. 8. 

HoopHall announces induction presenters
SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Bas-

ketball Hall of Fame has announced the 
list of Hall of Famers who will present the 
Class of 2024 at the Enshrinement Cer-
emony on Sunday, October 13, at Sym-
phony Hall in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
the “Birthplace of Basketball.” Over 50 
Hall of Famers, including all presenters, 
are expected to be in attendance for the 
ceremony.

Members of the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame Class of 2024 were asked 
to select previous inductees to accompa-
ny and present them during the ceremony. 
The choice is solely up to the incoming 
Hall of Famers or, in the case of posthu-
mous recognition, their family members.

The 2024 Hall of Fame Inductees 
and Presenters:

Seimone Augustus - Lindsay Whalen 
(Class of 2022)

Dick Barnett - Bill Bradley (‘83), 
Earl Monroe (‘90)

Chauncey Billups - Larry Brown 
(‘02), Tina Thompson (‘18). Ben Wallace 
(‘21)

Vince Carter - Julius Erving (‘93), 
Tracy McGrady (‘17)

Doug Collins - Billy Cunningham 
(‘86),   Jerry Reinsdorf (‘16), Grant Hill 
(‘18)

Michael Cooper - Kareem Ab-
dul-Jabbar (‘95), Magic Johnson (‘02), 
James Worthy (‘03), Pat Riley (‘08), Lisa 
Leslie (‘15)

Walter Davis - David Thompson 
(‘96), Bob McAdoo (‘00), Jerry Colange-
lo (‘04), 

Roy Williams (‘07), Charlie Scott 
(‘18), Bobby Jones (‘19)

Harley Redin - Alice “Cookie” Bar-
ron (‘19), Cherri Rapp (’19)

Bo Ryan - Roy Williams (‘07), Gene 
Keady (‘23)

Herb Simon - Larry Bird (‘98), Reg-
gie Miller (‘12), Tamika Catchings (‘20)

Charles Smith - Joe Dumars (‘06)
Michele Timms - Teresa Edwards 

(‘11), Katie Smith (‘18)
Jerry West - Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

(‘95), Bob McAdoo (‘00), Magic John-
son (‘02), James Worthy (‘03), Pat Riley 
(‘08), Jamaal Wilkes (‘12), Shaquille 
O’Neal (‘16), Vlade Divac (‘19), Del 
Harris (‘22), Pau Gasol (‘23), Michael 
Cooper (‘24)

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds announced today that they 
have signed forward Greg Meireles to a 
one-year AHL contract.

Meireles, 25, skated in 47 games 
last season with the Iowa Wild, tallying 
four goals and ten assists for 14 points to 
go along with 12 penalty minutes.

In 161 career AHL games with Syr-
acuse, Manitoba, and Iowa, the Ottawa, 

Ont. native has accumulated 60 points 
(18g, 42a) and 55 penalty minutes.

The 5-foot-11, 195-pound forward 
was originally a sixth-round selection 
of the Florida Panthers (168th overall) 
in the 2019 NHL Draft. Before turning 
pro, Meireles spent parts of five seasons 
in the Ontario Hockey League with the 
Kitchener Rangers, where he put up 239 
points (99g, 140a) in 244 games.

T-Birds pick up Meireles on AHL contract

PACERS from page 7

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS
Have you taken photos at a local sports event and 

want to see them published in this paper? 
Email your image(s) with description to:

sports@turley.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

IN THE CITY

CHICOPEE - Here are some of our 
upcoming library programs.  

Tuesday, Oct. 1 at 2 p.m. Assistive 
Technology Lab: If you or someone you 
know is blind or has low vision, come to 
the computer lab and use our computers 
to learn Fusion (JAWS and/or Zoom Text) 
software as well as how to access all the 
features on your personal devices. This 
class is taught by Chicopee resident Rob-
ert Baran, M.Ed.

Thursday, Oct. 3 at 6:30 p.m. Join us 
for our monthly Writer’s Group.
We invite all those who love to write 

to join us for a friendly, supportive
place to work on your writing. This 

group shares writing goals, discusses 
writing processes and strategies, and sets 
the direction of future meetings. Stacie 
Klinowski, a local writing teacher, will 
help lead the group. This group is for 
adults. 

Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m. Poetry 
and the Spoken Word

Join us for Poetry and the Spoken 
Word at 7pm in our Community Room. 
Registration to share your own poetry or 
readings starts at 6:30 p.m. The program 
begins at 7 p.m.

The featured guest reader for Octo-
ber will be Roxanne Bogart. Roxanne is 
a local wildlife biologist and poet, She 
will read from her full-length book of 
poetry, All That Sustains, published in 
2022 by Off the Common Press, as well 
as more recent poems. Roxanne’s poetry 
pulls from nature. Time in nature offers 
sustenance as does nature poetry. Come 
listen to poetry inspired by the beau-
tiful landscapes of the Pioneer Valley, 
Vermont, Maine, and locations farther 
afield. Visit Roxannebogart.com to learn 
more about her work. Teens and adults 
are welcome.

This program is hosted by local poet 
Don Fisher. This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Chicopee Cultur-
al Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Thursday, Oct. 10 at 1 p.m. 
Art for Everyone

Join us in the Conference Room for 
all ages crafting with artist and teacher 
Dr. Amber Scoon. All ages and levels are 
welcome! Materials will be provided. Art 
class consists of simple and fun exercises 
designed to help you explore mark mak-
ing, color and hand eye coordination. Am-
ber is an artist, teacher, philosopher and 
mother. She has been teaching art classes 
for twenty years in the USA and Italy.

Thursday, Oct. 17 at 6 p.m.  
Needlecraft Circle 

Do you want a place to work on your 
needlecraft projects while you chat with 
other crafters? Join us in the Conference 
Room on the third Thursday of each 
month to work on your projects.

Monday, Oct. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
Paranormal Investigations

Join us for an evening with para-
normal investigator, author and historian 
Don DeCristofaro. Don has been a para-
normal investigator for more than 20 
years. He and the group he founded, the 
Greater Boston Paranormal Associates, 
have been featured on Kindred Spirits, 
Most Terrifying Places, Ghost Hunters 
and ESPN’s College Game Day. They’ve 
photographed the nation’s first female se-
rial killer in Charleston, SC, conversed 
with the entities who inhabit the infa-
mous Conjuring House in Harrisville, RI 
and spent the night infamous Conjuring 
House in Harrisville, RI and spent the 
night at the Villisca Axe Murder and Sal-
lie Houses. The GBPA are the exclusive 
paranormal partners of USS Salem in 
Quincy, MA, which many consider to be 
the most actively haunted location in New 
England, and hosts of Greater Boston 
Paranormal TV which is carried by many 
cable access systems across Eastern Mas-
sachusetts. Don and his partner, Sondra 
Morgan are the hosts of the Observations 
from the Road Less Traveled podcast and 
his book, The World Through Evil Eyes, 
will be available before the end of 2024. 
No registration is required. 

Tuesday, Oct. 22 at 6 p.m. 
Planning for Medicare

Planning for Medicare is a presenta-
tion and discussion led by a Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massachusetts represen-
tative.  It’s geared towards individuals 
approaching Medicare Eligibility. Topics 
covered include health insurance infor-
mation outside of employer sponsored 
coverage, such as an explanation of Medi-
care, the Medicare enrollment timeline, 
Medigap and Medicare Advantage plans 
and programs available to early retirees, 
and COBRA. This is a great presentation 
for seniors in the community who are 
looking at their retirement options. Please 
register with the Reference Desk at 413-
594-1800x3 or cpl@chicopeepublicli-
brary.org.

For people wishing to work on ge-
nealogy, the computer lab is available 
to work on genealogy on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to Noon and 6 
to 8 p.m. We are a FamilySearch Affil-
iate Library and have helpful databases 
such as Ancestry, American Ancestors 
and HeritageQuest to help you in your 
search. 

If you need technology help, we offer 
one-on-one computer help on Mondays 
and Fridays at 2 p.m. or by appointment. 
We also have two special technology sup-
port sessions with Tech Hub on Oct. 18 
from 1 to 3 p.m. and Oct. 28 from 3 to 5 
p.m. These are free to attend and you can 
bring any technology question you have. 

For more information, email or call 
the Reference Desk at cpl@chicopeepub-
liclibrary.org and 594-1800 x3.

CPL announces upcoming 
programming

CHICOPEE – The Holyoke-Chi-
copee Family & Community Program is 
spreading the word about a new program 
starting soon. 

Join us for an exciting and interac-
tive day of STEM activities designed to 
ignite curiosity, creativity and critical 
thinking in children 2.9 to 5 and their 
families.

Explore, experiment and discover 

the wonders of science, technology, en-
gineering and math through hands-on 
experiences!

Call Shane at 413-310-1632 to learn 
more.

Location: Szetela Early Childhood 
School, 66 Macek Drive, Chicopee

Time: 4 to 5 p.m.
Dates: Sept. 19 through Oct. 24
Children must attend with an adult.

Szetela Preschool Six-Week STEM program

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Chicopee Register
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have bike shares, including in the 
Boston area.

Vieau emphasized inform-
ing people that the bikes are 
available and they provide an-
other form of transportation.

“Come, take the opportuni-
ty. It gets you from A to B and it 
gets you back too,” Vieau said.

Jeff Goodmark, regional 
operations manager for Drop 
Mobility and director at Valley-
Bike, shared how Drop Mobil-
ity believes that micro-mobil-
ity “can offer that same kind 
of freedom” that you get from 
driving a car.

“Micro-mobility has a lot 
to offer. In order for it to be suc-
cessful, you not only need the 
big cities, but also need small 
cities--blue-collar cities as the 
mayor mentioned--to be part 
of this whole organization that 
makes this work as a system for 
a large geographic area,” Good-
mark said. “I’m really excited 
to have ValleyBike back here in 
Chicopee.”

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) said he used the 
first iteration of bikes while 
campaigning in 2022 and they 
were a convenient way to get 
around in South Hadley and 
Granby, expressing excitement 
for their return.

Oliveira also stressed the 
importance of wearing a helmet 
for bike safety and the bene-
fits of the pedal assist for older 
adults.

“I want to thank this com-
pany, I want to thank ValleyBike 
and I want to thank the mayor 
of Chicopee for always under-
standing that we need different 
modes of transportation. Also, 
green modes of transportation 
and having an electric bike like 
this helps out,” Oliveira said.

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee) was also excited 
about the return of ValleyBike, 

agreeing with Oliveira’s points 
and stressing the importance 
of health, recognizing the priv-
ilege of being able to get on a 
bike.

“I think we take those sim-
ple things for granted, right? It 
could be a pulmonary issue or 
a heart issue or whatever it may 
be, but sometimes we just forget 
how blessed and how fortunate 
we are,” Arriaga said. “And hav-
ing these bikes here is not only 
an opportunity to stay healthy, 
give folks an opportunity to 
travel--maybe get groceries or 
just to go to work, right?--it’s 

essential. We are all blessed and 
fortunate so let’s never forget 
how blessed we truly are. So, 
I’m happy, really, that I’m here 
and able to do this.”

Before the ribbon was cut, 
Vieau also thanked the City 
Council for their support and 
for helping him understand the 
importance of the program.

“It takes seed money to get 
this program up and running 
and without the support of the 
City Council, I wouldn’t have 
been able to do this project,” 
Vieau said.

Goodmark explained with 
the program now relaunched, 
one main aspect that dropped 
this year is to upgrade all of the 
docking infrastructure of the 
bikes themselves “so we have 
a more robust, more modern 
version of the ValleyBike that 
we’re going to be able to use.”

Goodmark shared the new 
e-bikes are on the way to Chi-
copee and other communities 
soon.

“The idea is that in a year or 
so--or by, let’s say, spring 2026-
-all of the bikes will be that 
model,” Goodmark said. “How 
we’re getting to that is today 
we’re launching the first of the 
bikes in the city of Springfield. 
They have volunteered--for lack 
of a better term--to be the city 
where we do the transition first, 

but, ultimately, the transition 
will go city to city and system-
wide and so, eventually, we’ll 
all be using the same vehicles.”

To rent the bikes--whether 
the old or new models--Good-
mark said they are controlled 
through the ValleyBike app.

“So, basically, go to the 
app store, download the app, 
create an account and then 
you have access to all the ve-
hicles,” Goodmark said. “And 
then you just scan them with 
your phone and then it keeps 
track of your time in the app 
and then when you’re done, 
you redock your bike and then 
your trip is over and you pay 
for a small lock key and by the 
minute of how long you used 
the bikes for.”

Goodmark encourages the 
community to take advantage of 
the program and check out the 
bikes.

“ValleyBike is back and, 
hopefully, here to stay and we 
have a lot of plans for--like I 
said--what the future of the sys-
tem is. It’s only going to get bet-
ter. The more people download 
our app and get into our system, 
the more data we have to put 
bikes where people want them,” 
Goodmark said. “We just hope 
for the best and hope that it re-
ally has an impact on the com-
munity.”

IN THE CITY
Gyro Express celebrates grand opening in Chicopee with ribbon-cutting

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Gyro Express, a fam-
ily-owned Greek restaurant, celebrated 
its recent grand opening in Chicopee 
with a ribbon-cutting on Sept. 17.

The takeout restaurant, located on 
Chicopee Street, offers a spread of deli-
cacies including salads, falafels, kebobs, 
pizzas, wings, sandwiches, baklava, a la 
carte meals from grilled cheese and spin-
ach pie to chicken gyro and homemade 
Greek dressing, fish ‘n chips and shrimp 
baskets and combos for sandwich and 
salad specials and more, with everything 
made fresh every day.

During the ribbon-cutting, attend-
ees also enjoyed free samples of grape 
leaves, meat lovers’ pizza, kalamata ol-
ives and feta with cherry tomatoes and 
lamb gyro and breaded chicken gyro, 
both containing homemade tzatziki 
sauce.

Their hours are closed on Mondays 
and open Tuesdays through Saturdays 
from 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and open Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

During the ribbon-cutting, May-
or John Vieau also presented a citation 
from the Massachusetts State Senate on 
behalf of the local delegates, reading it 
in full to owners Nicoleta Muche and 
Jaime Muche Sr.

“It says, ‘Be it known that the Mas-
sachusetts Senate hereby extends its 
congratulations to Gyro Express in rec-
ognition of the joyous occasion of your 
ribbon cutting and grand opening as you 
begin to serve delicious food to the peo-
ple of Chicopee and the Hampden dis-
trict,” Vieau read, “And, therefore, let it 

be known that the Massachusetts Senate 
sends its best wishes for continued suc-
cess...”

Vieau also extended his best wishes 
for many years of success and prosperi-
ty to the Muches, praising them for their 
extensive menu.

“It’s wonderful to see someone tak-
ing over this space and bringing people 
down to Willimansett and I’m excited for 
your new endeavor,” Vieau said. “I think 
people are going to be very excited.”

Nicoleta Muche expressed her 
thanks for the support.

“Thank you very much for all this 

and I thank you for the support of the 
people and the community. They are 
wonderful and we try to do the best we 
can,” she said.

Muche then cut the ribbon.
As attendees mingled and enjoyed 

the samples, Jaime Muche Sr. and Jenni-
fer Muche, the family’s daughter-in-law, 
reflected on the ceremony.

“It was wonderful. I was glad that 
the mayor came and then the officers, 
they came, they showed up and brought 
their crews. Very good, very happy that it 
worked out fine,” Jamie Muche Sr. said.

“I think it was incredibly welcoming 

for most of the city officers and great to 
have the mayor here and everybody else. 
It was really wonderful for the family to 
experience. We’re new to Chicopee--for 
the restaurant--and it was fantastic to see 
everybody,” Jennifer Muche said.

Jennifer Muche also clarified that 
Gyro Express is not affiliated with The 
Greek Place, the Greek restaurant that 
closed its doors at the Holyoke Mall in 
November 2023.

“Gyro Express is a totally new ven-
ue. While you will see familiar faces--as 
both my in-laws did work there--it’s not 
the same brand, it’s not the same restau-
rant. They’re opening their own, ventur-
ing out on their own,” she said.

“It’s owned by me and my wife 
only,” Jamie Muche Sr. added.

Jennifer Muche expressed her grati-
tude to the community for their support.

“The city’s been great from the time 
of when I found the space available to 
getting the permits and working with 
all the different city offices to make the 
dream a reality,” she said. “They really 
ensured that we had a seamless transi-
tion.”

She along with her father-in-law 
also encourages everyone to stop by.

“We have people across the street 
that come over here. People are very 
nice, but then there’s people nice every-
where,” he said.

“We’ve been really welcoming and 
we look forward to meeting the residents 
of the town. We are excited to be here 
and we hope they are excited to have us 
here,” she said.

To learn more, visit the Gyro Ex-
press Facebook page or call 413-331-
0508.

VALLEY BIKE from page 1

A shot of the new e-bike model that will be coming to ValleyBike soon. 
The new model launched in Springfield and will come to other member 
communities soon.

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS 

From the left, Angela Araiza, Jamie Muche Sr., Jennifer Muche, Nicoleta Muche, Mayor 
John Vieau and Frances Almodouar pose for a group photo inside Gyro Express.

We Have News
For You

From local events to regional developments, we have the news you want
in print and online anytime, plus a whole lot more…

Don’t miss out on free local activities, concerts, entertainment, restaurant specials, school events, 
sports recaps, new business openings, community meetings and more.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393
www.turley.com
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OLD RADIOS, DIECAST cars, 
trucks, and more at Paul’s Old Radios 
booth at Kev’s Barnyard, Rt. 202, 
Granby, MA. 

PRIDE GoGo SCOOTER. Like new, 
retail $1650; selling for $530, gently 
used. Call 413-406-9007, Worth-
ington.

PTO CORDWOOD SAW $500, HD 
ladders (1) 24’, (2) 32’ $550; 2 Proctor 
wall jacks $500; 12 antique doors $50 
each or B.O. Call 413-813-8850. 

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED HARD WOOD $300/
cord; 2 or more $275/cord delivered. 
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731. 
Buying standing timber, paying good 
money.

TAG SALE
FRI., 9/20 & SAT., 9/21 from 7am-
2pm. 115 Wedgwood Drive, Lud-
low. Some furniture, women’s clothes, 
household items. Rain/shine.

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. 9/28 
and 9/29. 101 and 102 Jim Ash 
Rd., Palmer. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. FIRM.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DOG DAYCARE & TRAINING. 
SPACIOUS outdoor farm style dog 
daycare, relaxed pickup and drop-off 
times. Training, lessons also available. 
413-209-7744-Hampden, MA.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HAVE BRIDGEPORT will work. 
Small one-man shop looking for work. 
Make new, remake old, repair parts. 
Call 1-413-207-1709.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE.  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

77-YEAR-OLD WITH 2 piles of 
aged oak, Cub Cadet splitter, in need 
of laborer to split. Call Skip, 413-320-
7623., South Hadley.

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME 
PODIATRY OFFICE, Portuguese 
speaking helpful. Ludlow, Mass. email 
resume to podbill@aol.com.

Ludlow Public School District 
CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES, 

on-call Monday thru Friday, 3pm-7pm. 
Submit resume and letter of intent to 
www.schoolspring.com.

OAKHAM’S HIGHWAY DEPART-
MENT is hiring part-time seasonal 
plow drivers. Class B CDL preferred. 
$21/hr, over time after 8 hrs in a day. 
Contact Highway Superintendent, Har-
old Black at 508-882-5556.

FOR SALE SERVICESWANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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����������
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������������������

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

PART-TIME SNOW PLOW DRIV-
ERS NEEDED for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2024-2025 season. 
Positions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL license.
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard Ayer 
at (508) 867-2451 or email hwy-
secretary@newbraintree org.

The Town of Oakham is seeking a 
qualified, experienced candidate to fill 
the part-time position of TOWN 
CLERK. The Town Clerk is the chief 
election officer for the town and the 
clerk of Town Meetings. For a full job 
description visit www.oakham-ma.
gov/clerks-office. Salary negotia-
ble based on experience.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified candi-
dates to fill two full-time Equipment 
Operator/General Laborer posi-
tions in the Town Highway Department. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic 
Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 certi-
fication is preferred.

Further information can be found 
on the Town’s website: 

www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday – Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.  

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthingtonhigh-
way@gmail.com or to Worthington 
Highway Department, P. O. Box 643, 
Worthington, MA. This posting will 
remain pertinent until the position is 
filled.

The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

QUIET 1 BEDROOM IN LUD-
LOW, first floor, efficiency kitchen. 
$925. Near Mass Pike. Parking, on-site 
laundry, no smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393 WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P1955EA
Estate of: 

Joseph D Donnelly
Date of Death: 10/09/2016

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Jacqueline 
Donnelly of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Jacqueline Donnelly of 
Chicopee, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/11/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 13, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

09/20/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1458EA 
Estate of: 

Mildred Annette Gould
Date of Death: 04/27/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Barbara Prive 
of Chicopee, MA request-
ing that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law, a determination 
of heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
10/15/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 09, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/20/2024

SALE OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.   pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, that 
on September 20, 2024, at 
Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi-
cles. 

1997 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
VIN: 1J4GZ58S9VC631806
Joeily Marie Brinduier 
Rodriguez
101 Lowell St. Apt 920
Springfield, MA 01107

1998 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGEJ6670WH545454
Migdalia Rivera
63 Woodmont St.

Springfield, MA 01104

2003 Nissan Pathfinder
VIN: JN8DR09Y53W825733
Andrew Soltren
5 Algonquin Place
Springfield, MA 01104

2005 Dodge Neon
VIN: 1B3ES56C35D265866
Sandra Trudeau
276 Lime Kiln Rd GT
Great Barrington, MA 01230

2005 Honda Pilot 
VIN: 5FNYF18685B036883
Franscico Maradiaga
916 Old Spanish TRL 21
Waveland, MS 39576

2006 BMW 325Xi
VIN:WBAVD13506KT80104
Travis Blauth
400 Main St. Apt 3F
Southbridge, MA 01550

2006 Chevrolet Equinox
VIN:2CNDL73F366199526
Amanda Boucher
28 B St.
Dracut, MA 018262006 
Volkswagen Jetta Gli
VIN: 3VWTJ71K86M691025
Carla F. Esparza
1921 Scovill Ave
Berwyn, IL 60402

2007 Honda Civic
VIN:1HGFA16887L002518
Bruce Torrey
138 N Main St. 
East Longmeadow, MA 
01028

2008 Hyundai Santa Fe
VIN:5NMSG73DX8H200200
Kaubar Dobbins
2D Hampshire HTS 
Northampton, MA 01060

2009 Chevrolet Malibu
VIN:1G1ZJ57B094197114
Erica Santana
1431 Palm St. 
Reading, PA 19604

2009 Ford Escape
VIN:1FMCU03G29KA95118
Hamilton Da Silva
8 Carleton St, Apt 4
Worcester, MA 01603

2009 Mazda Mazda6
VIN: 1YVHP81A195M07520
James Thornton
32 Greene St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2009 Nissan Sentra 
VIN: 3N1AB61E69L641684
Frank Adamo
19 Dutchess CT.
Vincentown, NJ 08088

2010 Lincoln MKS
VIN:1LNHL9DR7AG611199
Willie Coley
3082 Clairpoint Way
Columbus, OH 43227

2010 Mazda Mazda3i
VIN: JM1BL1SG8A1150532
Latoya Marshall
47 Governor St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2011 Chevrolet Hhr
VIN:3GNBABFW1BS592928
Andrew M. Martinez
4360 Gibraltar St.
Sacramento, CA 95834

2011 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP2F76BA094439
Pedro Vincente Zyra 
Agualsaca
9 Purchase St. Apt 2
Milford, MA 01757

2012 Ford Taurus
VIN:1FAHP2EW9CG131954
Cary Shealey
101 Mulberry St. Apt 317
Springfield, MA 01105

2013 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GPAC6XD2894394
Mark Robie
365 Main St.  
Worcester, MA 01606

2006 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL11D56N405565
Cheryl Allen
166 Athens St.
Boston, MA 02127

09/06, 09/13, 09/20/2024

SALE OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc. pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, that 
on September 27, 2024, at 
Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 

thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi-
cles.
2004 Toyota Camry
VIN: 4T1BE32K14U273047
Joyce Vanzandt
3 Cornell Ave.
Albany, NY 12203

2015 Chrysler 200 Limited
VIN:1C3CCCAB3FN659812
Michael Zabowski
59 Bell St.
Chicopee, MA 01020

09/13, 09/20, 09/27/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0289CA  
In the matter of: 

Kimberly Rodriguez Ramos
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Kimberly Rodriguez 
Ramos of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 

Kimberly Ann Pirog 
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 10/09/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  September 11, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/20/2024
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IN THE CITY

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler” 
in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Dazzler Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will 

be published November 13, 2024. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
October 14.

Local committee raises money to support airforce base
By Emily-Rose Pappas

Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – The Westo-
ver Galaxy Council has been holding 
annual golf tournament fundraisers 
for the past four years at Ledges Golf 
Course. 

“We were discussing different 
fundraisers, and we have golfers on our 
board, so we decided to do a golfing 
fundraiser,” Donna Charette, a member 
of Galaxy Council said. 

Donna Charette has a nephew who 
served in the Marines, and has been a 
part of the committee for ten years, us-
ing her time to come up with ways to 
support the airforce base.

The name of the council represents 
the C-5 Galaxy planes that are found 
on the airforce base, and the committee 
works to provide and create fundraisers 
in order to support the men and women 
on the base and their families. 

Because so many members on the 
committee enjoyed competing in golf 
tournaments, they decided to host one 
of their own, and Ledges came forward 
to host the event. 

“It’s good to be able to give back 
and help people see what we can help 
them with,” retired army veteran Nor-
man Dufresne said.  

The committee is focused on help-
ing and being there for the base and 
its residents, helping them in whatever 
ways they need help. 

The committee is formed of civ-
illians who care for the military, and 
strive to give whatever they can to the 

base, and celebrated their thirty-fifth 
anniversary as an organization in 2023.

Al Chwalek, who has been a mem-
ber of the committee for thirty years, 
joined in on the tournament, and shared 
his love for the military, and desire to 
help. 

“Being part of the team that or-
ganizes the event is my favorite part,” 
Chwalek said. “All the money we raise 
goes to the men and women on Westo-
ver Airforce Base and their families.” 

“Our thanks to the 120 folks who 

come to play in our tournament, and all 
the volunteers,” Chwalek said, excit-
ed about what the committee has been 
able to accomplish. 

“My favorite part is helping the 
military,” Charette said. “It makes you 
feel good to see and support the mili-
tary who do so much for us.” 

The tournament, which featured 
raffles and prizes, a hot dog and chips 
for lunch, and eighteen holes of golf 
with beautiful scenery and mountains 
in the distance. 

In total, there were thirty groups 
of four that signed up for the day, and 
the event actually sold out, with all 120 
people coming for the day. 

Mayor John Vieau of Chicopee 
also came to play the eighteen holes of 
golf, saying, “We’re happy to support 
Galaxy.” 

The council has another event 
coming up on October 19, a car show 
at the Westover Metropolitan Airport 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with raffles, food 
trucks, and music.

URLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 

From left to right: Bob Longerin, Andrea Anderson, Tim Pelletier, and Missy 
Candiano enjoying their time golfing.

Donna Charette and Norman Dufresne at their Westover 
Galaxy Community Council table, ready to welcome golfers 
as they passed.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – Members of the police department were invited to take part in Sunshine 
Village’s End of Summer BBQ on Sept. 13, having a fun time with their friends at the 
organization.

CPD take part in End of Summer BBQ 
with Sunshine Village


