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Xander Padilla sworn in as
honorary police officer

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Xander Padilla, with his honor, poses with members of the Chicopee Police Department and Mayor John Vieau after
being sworn in as a honorary police officer at City Hall Auditorium on Aug. 6. Padilla, who battles cystic fibrosis, loves
the police and wants to become an officer when he grows up.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Seven-year-old
Xander Padilla was sworn into the
police department as an honorary
police officer on Aug. 6.

The ceremony took place at
City Hall Auditorium, where it was
presided over by Mayor John Vieau
and Police Chief Patrick Major.

After reporting to the Holyoke
Police Academy earlier that day
for training and receiving a certifi-
cate of completion from Academy
Director Michelle Lyons, Padilla

arrived in style at city hall with an
escort by the police department,
with Capt. Douglas Lambert walk-
ing alongside him.

From there, he completed a
variety of tasks including flying
drones, traffic response, patrolling
the Connecticut River with the Un-
derwater Response Team, patrolling
Ray Ash Park with the Bicycle
Unit, a call to Westover Air Force
Reserve Base to assist the state po-
lice with preparing for a helicopter
mission, visiting the Detective Bu-
reau to learn about fingerprints and
joining the Special Response Team
to assist in a high-risk traffic stop,

making an arrest.

He, also, received a custom
Chicopee Police Department bike
from Bob “The Bike Man” Char-
land.

The day concluded with a re-
tirement party in the police depart-
ment’s training room.

Padilla, who battles cystic
fibrosis, and his family also re-
ceived a special escort from the
police department and officers on
July 10 to Raymour & Flanigan
in West Springfield for a surprise
Disney-themed jungle party and

See XANDER page 5

City Council approves funding for city
hall phase two renovations

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - City Council
unanimously approved on Aug. 1 a
$21 million municipal bond autho-
rization and a $4 million appropri-
ation to the Capital Projects Special
Account for phase two of city hall
renovations.

The renovations would include
the reconfiguration and renovation
of office suites, ADA/MAAB acces-
sibility upgrades, hazardous materi-
als abatement, emergency generator
replacement, a new IT data server
room, data, AV systems, complete
electrical system replacement and
complete lighting replacement, me-
chanical systems updates, building
security and access systems, founda-
tion waterproofing, interior finishes
for ceilings, floors, walls, window
treatments and more, FF&E--which
stands for furniture, furnishings and
equipment--replacements and se-
cure, high-density file storage.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MAYOR'S OFFICE AND THE PANDA DRONE

The City Council approved funding to support phase two of renovations to city

hall on Aug. 1.

Phase two rehabilitation for
city hall began in March 2021 and
continues today.

Mayor John Vieau explained
how moving forward with phase
two is “one of the most critical and
important decisions that’s going to
be made by the City Council this
year, if not for many years to come,”

adding how there haven’t been any
capital improvements to city hall
from 1980 to 2014, comprising ap-
proximately 34 years.

Vieau added “There would be
savings to the taxpayer” and would
address other concerns including

See CITY COUNCIL page 6

Dance students
heading to Poland to
represent Team USA
at IDO

Chicopee Comp student part of foursome

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Four local dance students, including
an incoming senior at Chicopee Comprehensive High
School, are headed to Poland this November to repre-
sent Team USA in the IDO Dance and Acrobatics World
Championships.

IDO is known as the International Dance Organiza-
tion, which has been around for 40 years and is a nonprof-
it organization World Dance and Dancesport Federation
with over 90 members and contact nations, representing
more than 500,000 dancers from all six continents.

From the left, Thea Cosgrove. Karielys Rivera, Paig Bor-
deau e and Madisyn Vasquez, who will be heading to the
IDO Dance and Acrobatics World Championships in Poland
in November to represent Team USA.

Recently, after a bid process, the girls were in Atlan-
tic City, New Jersey for a nine-hour audition to make the
cut for Team USA. They will now be part of teams for
Jazz, Contemporary Dance, Acro and Lyrical.

The foursome are Comp student Paige Bordeau,
Madisyn Vasquez, who attends Minnechaug Regional
High School, Thea Cosgrove of Suffield, Connecticut and
Karielys Rivera who attends Longmeadow High School.

They are, also, students, at Dazzle Studio of Dance
in Agawam.

A Designer Purse Bingo fundraiser event to support
the girls’ trip to Poland will take place on Sept. 20 at Ste.
Rose de Lima Church, with a $40 donation including 10
games, a bingo marker, a door prize ticket and light re-
freshments.

Anyone interested in attending the fundraiser can
reserve their tickets at cbordeaul3@gmail.com or call
413-534-5657 and sponsors are being sought.

The girls are, also, thankful, to Father Gentile from
Ste. Rose de Lima Church and Kurt LaPlante and Chris
McDaniels from Saint Rose Bingo for their support of
their goals.

Bordeau got into dance through her mom and started
her first class at three years old, currently in her sixteenth
year of dance.

She also competed and won Miss Acro United States
during her recent trip to New Jersey to participate in the
competition, a feat completed only one other time over
eleven years earlier by her dance teacher--and role mod-
el--Brooke Attanasio.

“It’s definitely exciting that I not only get to repre-
sent just Chicopee, but Western Mass. I feel very honored
to do it because dance is a very big part of my life,” Bor-
deau said.

Bordeau’s advice for future and aspiring dancers
was this.

“The advice I would give is to not hold back and
really just go for it,” Bordeau said.

See DANCE page 9
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Chicopee Public Library Hosts
Summer Events for Kids and Families

CHICOPEE - Each month the Chi-
copee Public Library hosts a variety of
free programs for children and families.
The summer months, when kids are out
of school, are among the busiest times
at the library and the Youth Services De-
partment seeks to provide even more free
opportunities for learning and fun! Here
is the slate of events for August 2024.

The Summer Reading Challenge is
on! This year, the library is asking, «Chi-
copee, did you read today?» If yowre
already signed up, keep reading. If you
havent yet, there is still time to join. The
challenge runs from June 24 until Aug.
16 and is open to all ages - kids, teens,
adults!

Little Movers will be held in the chil-
dren>s program room on Fridays, Aug.
2 & 9 at 11 a.m. Babies crawling to 24
months and their caregivers are invited
to join us for free play followed by cir-
cle time exploring songs, fingerplays and
movement.

Storytime will be held at 10:30
a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 13. Enjoy books,
rhymes and songs along with a craft or
activity. Geared towards families with
kids 2-8.

Wind down with an Evening Story-
time, Mondays at 6 p.m., Aug. 19. Books,
rhymes, and songs, along with a craft or
activity. Geared towards kids ages 2-8
and their families.

Move and groove at a Summer Dance
Party on Tuesdays, Aug. 20 at 10:30 a.m.
Songs, dancing and big movement geared
for kids 5 and under, but older kids are
welcome!

Support our Pollinators! Learn about
local pollinators, featuring bees, bats,
hummingbirds, beetles, dragonflies and
butterflies. Then stay for a t-shirt craft.
This fun, educational program will be
presented by Jerry Schneider, The Butter-
fly Guy on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 6 p.m.
For Ages 5-11. Registration is required.
Sign up in the Kids Room!

Eat Ice Cream with the Mayor! May-
or John Vieau will be at the library to host
an ice cream party on Wednesday, Aug.
21 at 2 p.m. Come cool off with a tasty
treat in celebration of your summer read-
ing achievements! All are welcome!

The Chicopee Fresh Curbside Caf-
eteria will be in the library parking lot
on weekdays from 1:30-2 p.m., through
Aug. 18 to provide free meals for kids 18
and under

Meet up with the Bookmobile
for StoryWalks in the Parks this sum-
mer. A StoryWalk is a picture book
that has been taken apart and mounted
on yard signs. You can take a walk and
read a book at the same time. August>s
book is Hike by Pete Oswald. It will be
available displayed in both English and
Spanish in the parks on Friday afternoons
from 2:30-4:30.

August 16 - Szot Park

August 23 - Sarah Jane Park

August 30 - Lincoln Grove Park

Visit the Chicopee Public Library all
summer long for storytime, art projects,
performances, concerts and more! For
more information about the library and
all of the upcoming events, visit www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org

Worried about your

child’s development?

We can help.

Now serving Holyoke & Chicopee
jHablamos espanol!

(413) 301-WELL

Learn More

bhn

Behavioral Health Network
bhninc.org

Center Fresh Farmers Market
celebrates National Farmers
Market Week 2024

Featuring free samples,
facepainting, giveaways and an
increased SNAP match

CHICOPEE - Center Fresh Farmers
Market joined markets across the coun-
try in celebrating National Farmers Mar-
ket Week (Aug. 4-10) on Thursday, Aug.
8 from 1 to 6 p.m. at Wisniowski Park
in Chicopee Center. In addition to its
weekly diverse vendor mix, this special
Center Fresh market featured giveaways
at the Market table; live music by Su-
per Whack Jazz Trio; an increase in the
SNAP Match to $20 for every $10 used;
free facepainting by Brittany from Girl
Time Nails; and free samples from food
trucks Cote’s Cooks and Paris & Ty’s.

Farmers markets foster shared val-
ues between community members and
farmers which can work to create a more
fair and sustainable food system. This
community focus has been most visible
during recent times of crisis and uncer-
tainty as market managers innovate to
continue essential operations for the
farmers and shoppers who depend on
them.

National Farmers Market Week is
an annual celebration of farmers mar-
kets proclaimed by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and coordinated by
the Farmers Market Coalition (FMC),
a membership-based nonprofit organi-
zation that supports farmers markets
nationwide through training, technical
assistance, and network-building. Each
year, FMC’s National Farmers Market
Week Campaign highlights the vital role
farmers markets play within our nation’s
local food systems. For more than fifty
years, farmers markets have influenced
the way Americans eat, shop, and con-
nect to their food, their farmers, and
one another. Farmers markets are more
than marketplaces, they are places where
neighbors learn, grow, and work togeth-
er.

Center Fresh Farmers Market began
in 2021, and currently hosts up to 10
farmers per week selling a wide variety
of products, including fresh produce,
baked goods, microgreens, honey, maple
syrup, flowers and more. In addition to
farmers, Center Fresh boasts a diverse
mix of retail food, artists, artisans, and
craft vendors as well. Center Fresh is a
program of the Greater Chicopee Cham-
ber of Commerce which has significant-
ly contributed to the economic vitality of
Chicopee Center by creating a vibrant
weekly event in the district. Beyond its
role as a farmers market, Center Fresh

plays a key part in supporting its ven-
dors as businesses as well, helping them
establish themselves within the city and
has been catalyst to several businesses
expanding in the city.

“If it wasn’t for Center Fresh Farm-
ers Market, and the farmers market com-
munity in general, I wouldn’t be here
today in front of my own storefront,”
said Carrie Desmarais, owner of Botan-
ica Blends and founder of The Center
Alternative Cooperative, which recently
opened at 264 Exchange Street in Chi-
copee Center.

Since its formation, Center Fresh
Farmers Market has accepted SNAP and
matches each transaction dollar-for-dol-
lar up to $10 each week thanks to SNAP
Match sponsor Holyoke Medical Center.
On August 8, however, the match will be
bumped up to two dollars for every dol-
lar, meaning individuals could receive
$30 in SNAP tokens to use for only
spending $10 of their benefit.

“Across the country, farmers mar-
kets are defining their role in our com-
munities,” said Willa Sheikh, Executive
Director of the Farmers Market Coali-
tion. “Markets are designed in partner-
ship with the people they serve and are
a place where market operators, farmers,
shoppers, and neighbors can collaborate
to meet the evolving needs of their com-
munity. As we look to the future, farm-
ers markets will play a key part, as they
always have, in leading efforts to adapt,
respond, innovate, and advocate for our
local food systems. National Farmers
Market Week is a chance to celebrate all
the ways farmers markets show up for
us!”

Center Fresh Farmers Market is
hosted every Thursday from 1 to 6 p.m.
at Wisniowski Par located at 14 Spruce
St, Chicopee, MA 01013. The current
outdoor market season runs through
Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024 and indoor bi-
weekly winter markets will begin in De-
cember at RiverMills Senior Center.

Center Fresh Farmers Market is
supported by MassDevelopment TDI’s
Creative Catalyst Grant; City of Chi-
copee Community Development Block
Grant; Massachusetts Department of
Agriculture Farmers Market Sustainabil-
ity Grant; Chicopee Cultural Council &
Massachusetts Cultural Council Grants;
Farm Credit East Farmers Market Grant;
and sponsors Holyoke Medical Center,
Greenfield & Northampton Cooperative
Bank, PeoplesBank, The Polish National
Credit Union, Valley Opportunity Coun-
cil, Westfield Bank, The Republican, and
Florence Bank.

Chicopee Comp
Class of 1974 Plans
50th Reunion

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee Com-
prehensive High School Class of 1974
will be holding its 50th reunion on Sep-
tember 13, 2024 at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, 460 Granby Road in Chi-
copee. The reunion party will begin at
5:00 with cocktails and dinner.  The
Reunion Committee has worked to lo-
cate as many classmates as possible. In-
vitations have been mailed or emailed.
If you have not received either, please
contact Linda Parlengas at Iparlengas @
hotmail.com; Mona Marcil Friberg at
tinker245@aol.com, or Lynn Provost
Larrabee at penrose43@comcast.net.
Information can also be shared on Face-
book at Chicopee Comp Class of 1974
Reunion Page or at Classmates.com.

Happiness For
Seniors at
RiverMills Center

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee
Council on Aging will offer the pro-
gram “Happiness for Seniors” on
Tuesday, Aug. 27 at 1:30 p.m. at Chi-
copee Council on Aging’s RiverMills
Center, located at 5 W. Main Street.

Join Henry Quinlan as he chats
about how to build a life that has mean-
ing to us and is rewarding in our senior
years. This is a presentation that starts
with defining happiness and we soon
discover there is no one definition that
everyone agrees on. You must register
by stopping by RiverMills center or by
calling 534-3698.
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IN THE CITY

The Center Alternative Cooperative opens in Chicopee Center

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Center Alterna-
tive Cooperative, an apothecary, local
goods, event and education center focused
on whole health and wellness, officially
opened its doors on Aug. 1.

Located on Exchange Street, The Cen-
ter is owned by Carrie Desmarais, who
also runs Botanica, and has other vendors
including Wicked Woman Herbals, Hobbit
Hollow Herbals, DMS Creations, Sugar
Shack Farm and more.

During the grand opening, The Center
held an open house for attendees to check
out the space and meet Desmarais, with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony making the open-
ing official.

Desmarais was also presented with a
citation from the Massachusetts State Sen-
ate to recognize--and celebrate--the occa-
sion.

The Center is currently open Thurs-
days through Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Outside The Center ahead of the rib-
bon cutting, Mayor John Vieau explained
how Desmarais reached out to him about
taking over the space previously occupied
by the Herbarium, which closed in Decem-
ber 2023, with something similar while tak-
ing it “to a whole other level, a whole new
dynamic that’s going to help bring people
downtown.”

Vieau added how Desmarais recog-

Carrie Desmarais, owner of Botanica and founder of The Center Alternative Cooperative,
celebrates after cutting the ribbon for the center’s grand opening on Aug. 1.

An interior shot of some of the products
available at The Center Alternative Cooper-
ative on Exchange Street in Chicopee.

Jennifer Pickering, district director for State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) reads the ci-

tation from the Massachusetts State Senate recognizing the grand opening of The Center
Alternative Cooperative. Pickering was joined by Bridget Healy, district aide for State Sen.
John Velis (D-Westfield), and Chris Gongora, communications director for State Sen. Adam

Gomez (D-Springfield).

nizes the importance of “being creative
and thinking outside the box” to serve the
public.

“This space has the potential to, again,
thrive and it’s because of visions of people
like Carrie,” Vieau said. “And I always say,
‘There’s a will, there’s a way, and in Chi-
copee, if there’s a need, a cause or a reason,
we come through every single time.” So,
I’'m excited for your new opportunity.”

Desmarais, who grew up in Chicop-
ee, was grateful for the support from her
vendors to the farmers market communi-
ty, where she’s been a vendor with Center
Fresh Market at Wisniowski Park.

“I couldn’t be here doing what I'm do-
ing without all the people that have helped
me and supported me and all my vendors,”
Desmarais said. “The shop wouldn’t be the
shop without all my vendors and the farm-
ers market community that brought me to
where I am. I would be nothing without that
community spirit.”

Her main goal, she added, is to raise
the community’s spirit.

“Raising the spirit, raising the vibes,
supporting each other, bringing communi-
ty back together and I can’t thank everyone
enough and I’'m here for everyone,” Desma-
rais said.

Willimansett Heights Improvement League
hosting neighborhood yard sale

CHICOPEE - The Willimansett
Heights Improvement League will host a
neighborhood Yard Sale on Saturday Aug.
24,2024, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Participating
residents in the Willimansett Heights sec-
tion of Chicopee (adjacent to Dale Street)
will display signs on their front lawns for
easy identification. The public is invited.

The Willimansett Heights Improve-
ment League is a nonprofit organization that
has served the area since 1949. It has orga-
nized social events for adults and children,
hosted the Mayor’s neighborhood meetings,

joined in the Chicopee “clean sweep” days,
and advocated for quality-of-life issues for
neighborhood residents. The group annual-
ly awards a scholarship to one or more res-
idents of the neighborhood. The club’s hall
at 118 Mt. Vernon Road can be rented for
weddings, parties, meetings and other func-
tions, and now has Wi-Fi available.

Information on the Yard Sale can be
obtained by viewing the club’s Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/Willi-
mansettheightshall or by calling 413-206-
9574.

An exterior shot of the sign for The Center
Alternative Cooperative. The location is
where the Herbarium used to be.

Desmarais explained the center is all
about the vendors, having started Botanica
nine years ago and taking part in farmers
markets, working her way up to a mocktail
bar in Thornes Marketplace in Northamp-
ton.

During the pandemic, she closed that
down and wondered what to do next, as she

wanted to open an apothecary but did not
want to take away business from the Her-
barium.

When she learned the Herbarium was
closing, she started brainstorming.

“I started thinking, “Why couldn’t I
bring everyone together? Why couldn’t
I create a space that would fulfill people,
not only the vendors but the community,
the people?”” Desmarais said. “So, it’s an
education center, a resource center, ques-
tions, thoughts, ideas. If you have a dream
and your product fits in here and it’s hand-
made...then I’ll sell it for you.”

Desmarais sees potential in reviving
the Chicopee Center area, sharing fond
memories of going to the former Cen-
tral Library, the Elms College library and
Woolworth’s when she was growing up.

“It’s just become left kind of by the
wayside for so long that I know people
wanted to revive it,” Desmarais said. “This
is just a great opportunity for everyone to
kind of revitalize the center of Chicopee
because it’s beautiful downtown and it’s
underutilized.”

Desmarais was touched by the turnout
and support.

“I can’t even believe this. How do
I feel about it? I'm in shock and in awe,”
Desmarais said.

Desmarais wants the community to
know she’s ready to grow and get to work,
saying she will also stay beyond her hours
to accommodate people and will add more
hours in the future.

She thanked everyone for coming to
the grand opening, humbled by the support,
community spirit and collaboration.

“It means everything to me and I'm
just so honored and happy,” Desmarais
said. “T couldn’t do all of this without ev-
eryone cooperating together.”

To learn more, visit The Center Alter-
native Cooperative’s Facebook page.
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OPINION

GUEST COLUMN

Seeing how Habitat influences the public makes the GSHFH

mission worthwhile

Marketing and Communications Manager,
Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity

By Brandice J. 0’Brien

WEST SPRINGFIELD - Working in the nonprofit
industry isn’t easy. It can often be compared to an actor
trying to make it in Hollywood or a country musician
strumming their guitar in Nashville with dreams of per-
forming at the Grand Ole Opry. There are more “no” re-
plies than “yeses,” more challenges than benefits, and a
clichéd thick skin is required. So, why do people stay?

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity (GSH-
FH) Marketing and Communications Manager Brandy
O’Brien said she stays because she enjoys seeing how
Habitat affects the public. People who had no prior as-
sociation with the nonprofit organization are so inspired
and empowered by the mission, they have to get in-
volved. They want to see the organization and its partner
families do well.

“Since I’ve been here, almost four years, I've worked
with several young adult interns and met numerous youth
volunteers, and their dedication is constant,” she said.
“Even though they won’t directly benefit from the fin-

ished product, they want give all they can
and they do.”

Greater Springfield Habitat is a me-
dium-sized affiliate with a tiny staff.
There are just four full-time employees
and two part-time staffers who serve 13
cities and towns in Hampden County. In
addition to the homeownership program,
which builds one to three houses a year,
GSHFH has a home preservation pro-
gram. The home preservation program
provides micro-loans to qualifying home-
owners who need accessibility modifica-
tions, home weatherization, general home
repairs, yard cleanup, and landscaping.
Since opening its doors in 1987, Greater
Springfield Habitat has built or repaired
129 homes in Hampden County.

This past winter, GSHFH welcomed
two interns from a local high school to
help plan and execute a county-wide sum-
mer read-a-thon. The freshmen came in
with little understanding of the nonprofit
and are now working tirelessly, beyond
the scope of their project, to raise money
and awareness for the nonprofit.

“They’ve brought in countless pounds
of empty, clean aluminum cans for a recy-
cling effort and have increased the reach
of social media by getting their friends
and family to ‘follow’ Greater Spring-
field Habitat,” Brandy said. “They’re now
asking what other projects they can help
with after the read-a-thon project ends
this month.

“I have never seen two kids so in-

centivized to do something for a nonprof-
it when they have nothing to personally
gain from it,” Brandy said. “Yes, they get
bragging rights and that feeling of do-
ing good for the community, but it’s not
like they’ll personally pocket the money.
They’re really something incredible.”

In another instance, a local church’s
youth group of seventh to twelfth graders
recently built a standing planter for Great-
er Springfield Habitat for its summer
mission-related project and had it deliv-
ered to the nonprofit. The seven teenag-
ers worked with a church member, who
is also a handyman, to complete the task.
The planter will be given to the newest
homeowner family when they move into
their home.

“The goal was for the teens to have a
hands-on heart change where they would
be involved personally and collectively
in these community projects. Our theme
came from Micah 6:8 ‘To act justly and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God’,” said Pastor Peter Yoon, who
leads the youth group at Second Baptist
Church in South Hadley. “It was a chal-
lenging experience for the teens but also
a powerful one. They could see that their
lives can be connected to a much bigger
vision and bigger things going on in the
world around them.”

To learn more about GSHFH, visit
habitatspringfield.org

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be published. We require
letter writers to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We must authenticate
authorship prior to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions deemed to be
libelous or contain unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or alleged facts
and quotations offered by the author need to cite
credible, unbiased sources.

Send letters to: The Chicopee Register,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions is Friday at noon.

WE CARE
ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related
to Chicopee and its
residents. Our "People
News," is filled with
submitted engagement
announcements, wed-
ding announcements,
birth announcements,
your new baby or news
about your 25th or 50th
anniversary celebrations.
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo
to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register, c/o
Turley Publications, 24
Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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IN THE CITY

Xander Padilla takes the cop for a day oath alongside Police Chief Patrick Major as Mayor

John Vieau reads the oath.

Xander Padilla watches as Police Chief Patrick Major addresses him with words of
wisdom during Padilla’s swearing-in ceremony as an honorary police officer at City Hall

Auditorium on Aug. 6.

XANDER from page 1

wish-granting party. The party at the time
came ahead of a trip to Disney World, a
wish granted through the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.

During the trip, Padilla visited the An-
imal Kingdom, Magic Kingdon, Universal
Studios, The World of Avatar and more.

Vieau told Padilla how being a new
police officer “comes with a lot of respon-
sibilities” and he is “very brave.”

“I'm excited for you because you
know what’s happening is you’re joining a
family. When you work for the Chicopee
Police Department, it’s not just a job, it’s a
career. So, I’'m excited for this opportunity
for you,” Vieau said. “You’re going to have
a fun-filled day.”

Major shared how “policing these
days is not easy.”

“The caliber of person we need for our
department is very high, and what we need
from somebody is loyalty to our communi-
ty, integrity, being true to yourself and your
performance as a police officer, and above
all else, strength and courage,” Padilla said.
“I can assure everybody in this audience
today that Officer Xander Padilla has all
of those traits that we’re looking for. Wel-
come to the Chicopee Police Department,
Xander, and I'm looking forward to having
you join us today and get right into your
work.”

State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow)
issued a citation to Padilla on behalf of the
Massachusetts State Senate, recognizing
his achievement.

“Congratulations Xander. I know
you’re going to have an awesome day
in the city and I know--I know--that the
streets will be much safer with you work-
ing them,” Oliveira said.

Vieau then read the oath for police of-
ficer for a day, with Padilla raising his right
hand alongside Major, and presented an
honor from the police department.

Padilla’s mother, Autumn, shared the
community support--especially from the
police department--"is a blessing.”

“It’s an absolute blessing, especially
because Xander really wants to be a police
officer when he grows up. So, for him to
experience this and to have that support
and the friendship and someone to look up
to, it’s going to change his life forever,” she
said.

She explained her son was diagnosed

State. Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) and
Xander Padilla pose for a photo with a ci-
tation recognizing Padilla’s swearing-in as
an honorary police officer to the Chicopee
Police Department on Aug. 6.

with cystic fibrosis at birth and requires
medication twice a day, different machine
uses such as chest palpitation and affects
various areas including the lungs, digestive
tract and pancreas.

For her, the swearing-in ceremony also
helps raise awareness for cystic fibrosis.

“It definitely does raise more aware-
ness for cystic fibrosis because it’s com-
mon, but it’s not so well-known or spoken
about. It’s an unseen disease,” she said. “It
definitely opens up people’s minds about
cystic fibrosis and teaches them more ac-
ceptance.”

For fellow parents who have a child or
family member with cystic fibrosis, she had
this message.

“Stay strong. Keep fighting. It’s hard
but you just got to hang in there. One day
at a time, Just breathe,” she said.

She also shared these messages.

First, the police department.

“The police department, I give them
my utmost thanks, my utmost appreciation,
my gratitude,” she said. “I got their back
because they’ve always had mine--and they
still do--and they got my kid’s back. It’s
a friendship and a respect that will never
change no matter what.”

And finally, the city and community.

“I appreciate them for everything
they’ve done, everything they continue to
do. I'm so grateful. So, so grateful,” she
said.

A luau open house at The Arbors

TURLEY PHOTOS BY AMANDA MUNSON

Allyson Grammo, director of marketing and sales at The Arbors, was dressed Hawai-

ian-themed for the luau happening later on.

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - “Enhancing the qual-
ity of life for our residents through gen-
uine care and comfort,” the mission of
a family-owned and operated business
taking pride in welcoming residents
into their family as The Arbors of Chi-
copee showcased their luxury amenities
and the full array of personal care and
services with a Hawaiian-themed open
house on Aug. 1.

Director of Marketing and Sales
Allyson Grammo explained the inner
workings of the facility and the care
given to residents and family members.

A background in digital market-
ing and graphic design and working for
a consulting company, Grammo had
worked with senior living clients in the
past, falling in love with the field and
what it had to offer.

“The best part about my job is see-
ing my work impact the residents. It’s
amazing seeing those who were unsup-
ported before coming here, they move
in and they blossom. It’s so reward-
ing. Our community is what makes us
unique, the residents who live here who
are very engaged in the events and ac-
tivities going on,” Grammo said. “The
building is amazing, the courtyard is
popular because of the sun, flowers,

and garden. We provide all three meals,
housekeeping and the incredible care
we provide. The caregivers and aides
have been here for over five to 10 years,
a testament to how we run and how nice
it is to be here.”

The community is designed to pro-
vide opportunities for residents to enjoy
life as they choose through a variety of
living options, including independent,
assisted, short-term stays, memory care
known as Reflections, coordination
of hospice and other skilled nursing
services, along with programming de-
signed to stimulate a lifestyle of health
and wellness and options for the mind,
body and soul.

“If someone has a fall and goes for
short-term rehab, if they don’t need that
level of care anymore, moving to assist-
ed living is a great option for them. My
approach is if they are living alone or
the family is having trouble caring for
them, I really try to act as an advisor and
see if The Arbors is a good fit for that in-
dividual. Figuring out what works best
for them and taking them through that
process,” Grammo said.

She added The Arbors is able to
help and create a space to go through
that process to make sure that it is right
for the families interested and having

Please see ARBORS, page 9

Cemetery Memorials + Markers

Granite Benches

Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

haluchsmemorials.com

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508

Ludiow Self Storage

Local Family Owned & Managed

The Most Secure
Storage Available!

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access,
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available
at the Lowest Prices in the Area!

291 Moody Street, Ludiow

Largest Selection of
Climate Controlled Units

call/text: 413-800-6022
ludlowselfstorage.com
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IN THE CITY

Military Appreciation
Breakfast at RiverMills

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee Council on Aging
host a Military Appreciation Breakfast on Friday, Au-
gust 30th at 8:30 a.m. at Chicopee Council on Aging’s
RiverMills Center, located at 5 W. Main Street.

To say “Thank You” to all past and present mili-
tary members, we invite you to RiverMills Center for
a Military Appreciation Breakfast. All past and present
Military Service Members eat free. All other partici-
pants pay $5. You must register in advance at River-

Mills.

or by calling 534-3698.

Food and Culture of India

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee Council on Aging offer the
program “Food and Culture of India” on Friday, Aug. 16 at
1:30 p.m. at Chicopee Council on Aging’s RiverMills Center,
located at 5 W. Main Street.

Join Raj Sanghvi, small business owner of Kamy’s and
Shell Food Mart in Chicopee, as he talks to you about the
history and rich culture of India and it’s diversity in food and
traditions. There will also be a sampling of delicious Indian
cuisine! Raj is a member of the Planning Board for the City
of Chicopee, and his wife Kamy is on the Chicopee Cultural
Council. You must register by stopping by RiverMills center

Chicopee resident
named to Clark Univ.
Spring Dean’s List

WORCESTER -Haley R. Resnick, of Chi-
copee, was named to second honors on the Clark
University Dean’s List. This selection marks
outstanding academic achievement during the
Spring 2024 semester.

Students must have a GPA of 3.8 or above
for first honors or a GPA between 3.50 and 3.79
for second honors.

CITY COUNCIL from page 1

ADA compliance, security for employees
and other deficiencies.

“We’re into this project right now
with design and construction and engi-
neering roughly $3 million has been spent
to get us to the point where we’re right
now ready to go out to bid,” Vieau said.
“And that’s why I think this decision is
so important tonight because the longer
we wait, in my opinion, it’s going to cost
more. If you look at the plans and you
look at the deficiencies, piecemealing this
project just does not make sense and does
not work.”

Planning Director Lee Pouliot and
Facilities Director Dave Rice provided
the presentation, with Pouliot providing a
history of phase one renovations and the
building itself and Rice explaining the de-
ficiencies phase two would correct.

Pouliot explained capital improve-
ments took place pre-1971 which com-
prised of fireplaces/chimneys removed
and installation of new heating system,
while 1977 through 1979 was office re-
configurations, doors windows and audi-
torium rehabilitation. After an auditorium
fire in 1979, an auditorium water pipe
burst occurred in 1980, leading to audito-
rium repairs and mechanical systems re-
pairs along with work on plaster, ceilings
and carpeting.

After no capital improvements oc-
curred from 1980 to 2014, the panels of
the rose window collapsing to the front
steps of city hall in July 2014 began the
emergency work and conducting phase
one of renovations. Following this, a His-
toric Structures Report occurred from
July 2014 to April 2016, with emergency
stabilization occurring from April to No-
vember 2016.

“Based on that report, it was recom-
mended that we immediately do emergen-
cy stabilization work to address failing
stone, masonry and to preserve the stained
glass windows throughout the building
from any further damage,” Pouliot said.

From March 2017 to December 2022,
phase one rehabilitation took place, which
focused on auditorium rehabilitation,
main building exterior, annex building
exterior, HVAC controls, AHUs, chiller,
lightning protection, fire alarm system
replacement, bathroom renovations and
accessibility upgrades including the ele-
vator.

“With the mayor’s support and the

council’s support, we began design and
engineering work in March of 2021
through today, with nearly 100% bid-
ready package for the phase two efforts
that were before you for funding tonight,”
Pouliot said.

Rice said a lot of deficiencies would
be addressed in phase two, including the
generator, deterioration issues in the walls,
the lift for the stairway needing repairs
to be ADA compliant, wallpaper, securi-
ty, locks and security for door hardware,
carpet and trip hazards, alarm systems,
foundation waterproofing, a breakroom
for staff, rehabbing steps for the front part
of city hall facing flag island and the glass
awning on the front over Front Street.

Pouliot then closed out the presen-
tation by breaking down the costs and
funding, with a total cost estimate at
$24,676,215, with hard construction at
$11,771,166.00, soft construction at $
6,305,566.00, FF&E--which is furni-
ture, furnishings and equipment--at $
3,434,818.00 and administration at $
3,164,665.00 for relocating employees
during construction.

For secured and possible funding, he
said $116,000 was secured through the
EECGB Entitlement Grant, with possible
funding options including Green Commu-
nities, reapplying for the MA Municipal
Accessibility Grant, Chicopee Electric
Light and Eversource rebates and the
sale of surplus furniture, furnishings and
equipment.

“Similar to phase one, we did re-
ceive utility rebates from both Chicopee
Electric Light and Eversource. We’ve had
preliminary conversations with Chicopee
Electric Light. I believe there’s a $50,000
cap per year for an entity, so that’s a possi-
ble rebate based on some of the improve-
ments, particularly lighting, that we’re
doing throughout the complex,” Pouliot
said.

On the next steps after approval, the
rough schedule would be bidding and
contracting from August through Octo-
ber 2024, mobilization for the contractor
in November 2024 and a project closeout
date of May 2027.

During the discussion, the City
Council asked several questions about
the security upgrades, ADA upgrades and
audio-visual capabilities, a clarification
on HVAC system replacement and if safe
rooms would be included in the plans,
which was confirmed they were not.

However, the affordability of the ren-

question and concern for
the councilors.

After Ward 8 Council-

o

or Gary Labrie asked if the

city could afford the proj-
ect, in Vieau’s opinion, at

this time, he replied yes and
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visit here frequently, the residents of Chi-
copee deserve--I'll say--a safe space and
ADA-compliant space and I believe our
employees deserve handicap accessibility
as well,” Vieau said. “I believe I wouldn’t
be bringing the project forward if I wasn’t
comfortable knowing that we could afford
it”

Ward 1 Councilor Abigail Arriaga
shared how the impact on the taxpayer is
her concern, with other city projects tak-
ing place and water rates recently going
up.

“So, in the long run, so we’re talking
years down the road this will be benefi-
cial to the taxpayers, but what about in the
near future?” Arriaga said. “I guess that’s
my biggest thing because you’re talking
about getting grants, but it’s kind of a
hope we’ll get the grant, maybe we’ll get
the grant. So, that’s not a really guaran-
teed quite yet. So, it’s just such a big proj-
ect with so many other projects going on,
I’'m just concerned that the burden will
fall on the taxpayers.”

Pouliot addressed Arriaga’s con-
cerns, citing immediate benefits including
the lighting replacements and the HVAC
upgrades to help reduce energy costs.

“So, it’ll streamline and make our
building more efficient, which is the sort
of savings from an annual budget per-
spective,” Pouliot said. “Is that going to
offset what the bond is? No, but it is an
immediate benefit when Dave writes his
budget for the next 35 years.”

Vice President/Councilor-at-Large
Robert Zygarowski agreed on getting the
project done and protecting the employ-
ees, but wondered about the tax rate.

“The taxpayers are going to say,
‘We’re spending a lot of money.” How’s
that going to affect the tax rate?” Zyga-
rowski said.

Vieau replied, “It’s not an easy an-
swer because we’re not going to borrow it
all at once” and it would be “you’re going
to borrow what you need.”

“Again, once this project starts, we’re
going to be using $4 million. Again, de-
pending on what our interest rate is, we’ll
be looking at those things very carefully
as you move forward with the project,”
Vieau said. “We’ll also be aggressively
looking for grant opportunities and, again,
the numbers are very conservative.”

He added the goal was to come in
with a number that was conservative and
an estimate until going out to bid, also
bringing up the estimated 31-month time-
line.

“When those real numbers come,
we’ll look at what the potential debt ser-
vice is going to be and this is a long-term
plan. We’re not going to pay it all off at
once,” Vieau said. “So, it’s not going to
be an immediate impact to the taxpayers.”

Vieau said the tax rate in the next
round would not be impacted as the mon-
ey would not be set yet.

“We’re trying to keep Chicopee af-
fordable, but we’re also trying to maintain
progress,” Vieau said.

Councilor-at-Large Tim Wagner was
in favor of moving forward on the project,
“albeit begrudgingly.”

“It would be a disservice to the peo-
ple who work here and to the people
who come here every day to do business
to leave them in a facility that is rotting

and that is not up to code and that is not,
for many people, accessible even in the
slightest if they have a disability,” Wagner
said. “So, I’m all for these renovations but
with some asterisks. Needs to be done.”

Ward 7  Councilor  William
Courchesne acknowledged the project
was “a lot of money,” but reiterated Wag-
ner’s points, adding he believed the proj-
ect got more expensive because “it was
already bidden out years ago.”

“So, we can already see for a fact
why we shouldn’t wait anymore because
it’s already costing us...” Courchesne said.
“Do I want to do it? No. But do we have
to do it? Yes. We owe it to the public, we
owe it to the people that work here and we
owe it to our children and grandchildren
not to burden them with the extra waiting,
waiting and waiting.”

Ward 9 Councilor Mary Beth Costel-
lo agreed with Vieau that the project has
to get done.

“Unfortunately, it’s a lot of money
but everything’s expensive, and this is
money that’s not being wasted. It’s being
invested and it’s invested in our future,’
Costello said. “Our children and our
grandchildren will be proud of the fact
that this will be a safe building--not only
in regards to security--but for ADA com-
pliance, for any type of air problems, so
I appreciate what the mayor, Mr. Pouliot
and Mr. Rice did. Along with the financial
team that went through the numbers, that
have told us we can afford this. If we kick
this can down the road, it’s going to cost
us a lot more money.”

Arriaga did agree that the employees
deserve it and “it’s something that needs
to be done,” but also reiterated her earlier
points.

“It honestly just comes down to the
burden on the taxpayers for me because
we just have so many big projects and big
projects to come. I think that the employ-
ees deserve a good space to be in, but the
taxpayers deserve to be understood too,”
Arriaga said.

She added she felt on the fence due to
those unanswered questions and the many
aspects involved.

“I want to make it clear that I sup-
port the employees here and what they
deserve: a safe place and I love the plans,
I think they’re fantastic and everyone’s
done such an amazing job on it. It’s just
that kind of last piece for me,” Arriaga
said.

Ward 4 Councilor George Balakier,
who had asked about percentages that
might be available and the bonding ca-
pacity, shared a point of reference from
phase one renovations where there was a
$16 million authorization bond.

$2 million of that bond, Balakier said,
went unborrowed “as it was not needed to
complete the project based upon actual
construction costs.”

“This may very well happen with this
project here, so there could potentially be
some light at the end of the tunnel. So, the
figures might not be as daunting as they
appear on the surface,” Balakier said.

Order One to approve a $21 million
municipal bond authorization passed 12-
0, with Order Two to approve a $4 million
appropriation to the Capital Projects Spe-
cial Account passed 12-0.
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Chicopee advances to B Division finals

Tiago Destapado sends a free kick away.

Travis Podolski dribbles his way up the field.

Yousif Hamid winds up and heads up the field.

Matheus Lima
hustles past
midfield.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Abdulwahhab Alnuaimi follows through on a free kick.

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee Pacers boys summer
soccer team reached the finals of the Pioneer Valley
Summer Soccer League. The Pacers defeated Granby,
and then last Thursday, beat South Hadley handily with a
5-0 shutout to advance to the finals against Frontier. The
Pacers would come up short in the matchup. Highlights
from that matchup will be in next week’s edition.

Here for Beer scores upset

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM  Joanna Mu” of Be|cher‘town makes her way up the field.

Mackenzie Shean, of Agawam, fights to keep the ball.

Gwen Duggan, of Palmer, looks to get around a Monson player.

MONSON - Facing the higher-seeded Monson
Mustangs last Monday in the PVSSL Women’s Division
quarterfinals, Here for Beer scored a 4-3 upset at Rogers
Field. They would make it all the way to the finals before
falling to the Lusitano Women last Friday night. High-
lights from that matchup will be in next week’s edition.
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Heat falls in semifinals

Emily Ottomaniello, of Agawam, makes her way up the

field for the Heat.

CHICOPEE - Last Wednesday evening, the Heat,
which features players from throughout the region, fell
in the semifinals to Luistano Women in the Women’s Di-

vision playoffs of the PVSSL 3-1.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Kassandra Liquori sends a pass away.

Samara Robles looks to make a save in goal.

Barnett leads way at Thompson Speedway

THOMPSON, CT — Al-
though early rains made for a
shortened practice schedule on
Thursday, Thompson Speed-
way lit-up the night for the fi-
nal round of Thursday Night
Thunder this season. Dominance
was the word to describe Thurs-
day’s racing action at Thompson
Speedway with the night starting
off under the command of the
fan-favorite Street Stock class.
Former multi-time track cham-
pion ‘Leadfoot’ Larry Barnett
led the 20-lap main event for the
Street Stocks from the drop of
the green flag to the twin check-
ered flags for his first win of the
season. While ‘Leadfoot’ domi-
nated up front, all eyes were on
Ryan Waterman as he charged

from eighth-place to third in the
fast-paced feature event.

The dominance continued in
the AZ Roofing SK Light Modi-
fied ranks. While Nick Hovey led
from the point, point leader Tyler
Chapman came to the front for a
side-by-side battle with plenty of
sparks. Chapman would pull up
bumper to bumper before getting
loose on the outside groove again
and again, finally getting just the
right push off to claim his fourth
win of the year over Hovey and
Meghan Fuller.

The Mini Stock showcase
saw one of the fiercest battles
of the night between defend-
ing champion and point leader
Jarred Roy and Ryan Pomposel-
li. The two fought tooth and nail

across the 0.625-mile Thompson
Speedway with Roy making his
final pass with just two laps re-
maining to claim his fourth win
of the year with Pomposelli tak-
ing second and Kevin Moore
turning around a tough-luck sea-
son for third.

The growing Thompson Su-
noco Modified division was once
again under the control of young
Jon Puleo. The Mr. Rooter
Plumbing machine was on rails
for the Twisted Tea Midsummer
50-lap main event on Thursday
with the young-gun never leav-
ing the lead position. Puleo took
down his third win of the season
followed by Keith Rocco and
leading rookie Isaiah Newcomb
at the line.

The Late Models rounded
out Thursday’s showcase. A final
show of dominance saw former
Late Model track champion Bri-
an Tagg lead all 25-laps on the
field for his first win at Thomp-
son Speedway this season with
defending track champion Nick
Johnson coming home second
followed by Kulwicki Driver
Development Program (KDDP)
finalist Derek Gluchacki in third.

Thompson Speedway re-
turns to Wednesday night racing
action in less than two weeks
on Wednesday, August 7 for the
Tripoint Showdown 50-lap main
event for the Thompson Sunoco
Modifieds. The Late Models, AZ
Roofing SK Light Modifieds,
Street Stocks and Mini Stocks

make it a five division card with
a 6:00pm Post Time on Wednes-
day, August 7.

For more information about
the American-Canadian Tour,
contact the ACT offices at (802)
244-6963, media@acttour.com,
or visit www.acttour.com. You
can also get updates on Face-
book and Twitter at @ ACTTour.

For technical information
concerning all PASS divisions,
and for media or marketing
questions, please contact pass-
racing @roadrunner.com or Vvis-
it www.proallstarsseries.com.
Don’t forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or fol-
low on Twitter @PASSSLM14
to keep up with breaking news as
it happens.

Julie Mason
Inducted Into Psi
Chi National
Honor Society

SPRINGFIELD - Julie Mason of
Chicopee joined the esteemed Psi Chi Na-
tional Honor Society on April 12, at the
Western New England University chap-
ter’s annual induction ceremony.

Psi Chi is the national honor society
for psychology and is an affiliate of the
American Psychological Association. The
purpose of the honor society is to advance
the science of psychology and to encour-
age, stimulate, and maintain scholarship.

Chapter membership is open to
Western New England University stu-
dents majoring or minoring in psychol-
ogy. Students must have completed nine
credit hours of psychology courses; have
a cumulative GPA in the top 35 percent
of their academic class or the college that
houses psychology; and have a minimum
3.0 GPA average for psychology courses.

Mason is working toward a degree in
Psychology.

T-Birds sign three for
upcoming season

SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Thunder-
birds announced today that they have signed goal-
tender Cam Johnson, as well as forwards Tarun Fiz-
er and Reece Newkirk, to one-year AHL contracts.
Johnson, 30, has been the backstop for each of the Flor-
ida Everblades’ three consecutive Kelly Cup champion-
ships. In 63 career playoff games in the ECHL, Johnson
has a sparkling 47-13-3 record, 11 shutouts, a 1.97 goals-
against average, and a .928 save percentage. He was the
June M. Kelly Award winner as ECHL playoff MVP in
2022 and 2023. The former University of North Dako-
ta National Champion also has 53 games of AHL experi-
ence with the Binghamton Devils and Cleveland Monsters.
Fizer, 23, is entering his third full professional season. As a
rookie with the ECHL’s Utah Grizzlies in 2022-23, the Ches-
termere, AB native scored 50 points (27g, 23a) in 62 games.
Last season, he skated in 30 games for the Belleville Sen-
ators, posting two goals and three assists. He also chipped
in 10 points (4g, 6a) in 10 games for the ECHL’s Allen
Americans. Before turning pro, Fizer skated in five WHL
seasons for the Victoria Royals. In 2021-22, he captained
the Royals and put up 51 points (17g, 34a) in just 35 games.
Newkirk, 23, is set to begin his fourth professional season.
Originally a fifth-round pick by the New York Islanders
in the 2019 NHL Draft, Newkirk has skated in 45 AHL
games with Bridgeport, putting up 10 points (2g, 8a). In
102 ECHL games with the Worcester Railers, the Moose
Jaw, SK native has 78 points (37g, 41). Before turning pro,
Newkirk starred with the WHL’s Portland Winterhawks,
where he accumulated 162 points (69g, 93a) in 205 games.

Quabbin League seeking
to start fall league

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League is look-
ing to start an eight-game fall program for the over-28 pop-
ulation. The league, which plays a spring/summer regular
season with six teams for 15 games followed by playoffs, is
hoping to continue the fun into the fall with a short eight-
game schedule for interested players.

Preliminary details are still being worked on, but the
league is looking to have four teams with six “regular sea-
son” games followed by a semifinal in the seventh week,
and a final/consolation game in the eighth week.

The league will be a bit more informal than the regu-
lar spring/summer league with the goal being for players to
have fun playing more baseball, work on field and batting
skills through more innings in the field and extra at-bats, or
potentially working on or trying out pitching.

As has been traditional in other fall leagues, the Quab-
bin League will likely be wood-bat only for the fall.

There is an interest form and survey interested players
can fill out at www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org. The league is
open to all current Quabbin league players as well as play-
ers from other leagues who are age 28 and over during the
calendar year of 2024.

The league will look to keep the cost very low for the
league with preliminary indications having the league in the
$40-50 range to play eight games.

Games will likely be held in the West Springfield, Aga-
wam, Southwick area and are likely to be held on Sunday
mornings, though a few games may be held at alternate
times. Games are scheduled to begin in September after La-
bor Day.
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ARBORS from page 5

the opportunity to ask questions.

“It’'s a very emotional process of
moving from your home that you lived
in for 40 years and coming to an entire-
ly community living lifestyle. It’s a big
change so helping them through that tran-
sition is important, I love doing it and it’s
also nice to see how people feel at the
other end of it. Many children go from a
caregiver role into being a daughter or son

role again,” Grammo said.

Grammo shared more about the

building itself.

“Traditional assisted living takes up
most of our building and then we have a
small section of our reflections for mem-
ory care. It is person first care, looking at
each person and how they may be able to
engage more. We have activities every 15
to 30 minutes throughout the communi-

ty,” Grammo said.

When talking in The Arbors pub, the
smell of fresh cooked food with an array
of dessert and drinks filled the kitchen is-
land, catching residents’ eyes when pass-
ing. The inspiration behind these events is

with the residents in mind first.

“The open house is luau themed,
going for the summer vibe. We wanted
to showcase the kitchen menu and taste
what it would be like if they lived here.
Also, for people who don’t know what as-
sisted living is, I want to be that resource
and educator to tell them the differences
between independent living or a skilled
nursing facility. Assisted living at the Ar-
bors is providing a lifestyle to enjoy the
last years of their life. Everyone here is
very engaged and active, great food and
activities, music with entertainment to en-

joy their years here,” Grammo said.

On what she enjoys best about The
Arbors, Grammo said this.

“The Arbors is really different from
other assisted living facilities since it’s
family owned, which I really love. The
family is very involved with the day-to-
day life, they really care about the resi-
dents. They aim to make it feel as homey
as possible. You feel that working here,
Grammo said. ”

To learn more, visit arborsassistedliv-
ing.com/chicopee-massachussetts-assist-
ed-living-memory-care-near-you/.

DANCE from page 1

Vasquez made the Lyrical,
Jazz and Acro teams and ex-
pressed excitement for the up-
coming Dance Olympics, having
been dancing for 14 years.

“I remember my first recital
and I saw one of the older girls
dancing and I thought it was the
coolest thing ever and I wanted to
do the same thing,” Vazques said.
“So, she definitely inspired me a
lot to begin dancing and to take it
more seriously.”

Vasquez stressed how dance
is not only just a sport, but also
an art.

“It’s like an entertaining
form of art that people watch, but
it also comes with a lot of disci-
pline and training to perfect your
art. So, I think it’s really import-
ant for people to understand that
it is a sport as much as football
and basketball is because of the
training, time and effort put into
it,” Vasquez said.

Cosgrove, meanwhile, made
the Lyrical team and has danced
for 12 years, following her sister
and friends into dancing and lov-
ing the art.

“It’s a really cool opportu-
nity, so I'm super excited to rep-
resent and it’s just such a great
honor,” Cosgrove said. “It’s real-
ly important to all of us.”

She considers her fellow
teammates her role models, en-
joying how dance provides com-
munity, freedom and an oppor-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS CHRISTINA BORDEAU

Thea Cosgrove, Madisyn Vasquez, Paige Bordeau and Karielys Rivera
pose for a fun photo with their medals.

tunity to express yourself. The
greatest lesson Cosgrove learned
in dance focused on mindset.
“Probably just to be in the
mindset that you overthink about
what you look like and what ev-
eryone thinks about you. But,
they’re focused on themselves
and I think it’s an important thing
to keep in mind while you’re
dancing,” Cosgrove said.

Rivera, who also went to
Germany and made the Hip Hop
team, will be competing on the
Lyrical, Contemporary and Jazz
teams, dancing since she was
two years old. She also made the
United States Dance Team and

Acro Team for the New England
area.

“It’s been a good experi-
ence. I think it’s taught me a lot
of things like teamwork and dis-
cipline, things like that,” Rivera
said. “T wouldn’t trade it for any-
thing else in the world honestly.”

Rivera hopes the girls at-
tending the IDO Dance Olym-
pics will inspire future dancers.

“I think it’s a good impact,
especially in New England, be-
cause we don’t really have pres-
tigious dance schools over here.
So, I think it’s a really good im-
pact and I hope little girls and lit-
tle boys can see us as role models
and they can see us growing so

they can grow themselves,” Rive-
ra said.

Christina Bordeau, Paige’s
mom, said the IDO is the Olym-
pics for dance and “is the biggest
opportunity” the girls wanted to
do, hoping to take home the gold.

“It is a huge community, the
dance community. There are so
many positive things and I think
Lisa (Attanasio) and Bianca (At-
tanasio) are the ones who kind
of foster that with the teachers at
the studio,” she said. “And I think
there’s so many opportunities,
but this is like, wow.”

She added the fundraiser in
September is an opportunity to
bring the community together to
support the girls and vice versa.

“We’re really looking for
the girls to thank the community
for coming to support them,” she
said. “So, we’re excited about
that.”

Bordeau wants the commu-
nity and surrounding communi-
ties to know how much the girls
want to make everyone proud.

“I do think it’s important for
the community to know that all
four girls want to represent the
United States in a positive way
and when they have that United
States flag and patches on them,
they’re representing not only the
United States, but their commu-
nities in which they serve,” she
said. “And that they’re really are
over there to set a positive ex-
ample, especially for girls today.
They’re really appreciative of the

PUBLIC NOTICES

support from their communities
and the support from their studio
and teachers.”

The girls’ messages were
this.

“I give a thank you to my
studio, my teachers and every-
one that has supported me there
because they’ve known this is
one of my biggest dreams for
a while,” Bordeau said. “And 1
thank the community for all the
support they’re going to provide
us.”

“Thanks to the communi-
ty the last time I went. It made
things easier for my parents fi-
nancially and, hopefully, they do
it again for us and, also, for my
friends so I can live this experi-
ence with my friends,” Rivera
said.

“Just a huge thank you for
everyone’s support because with-
out them, we could not get here.
Everything helps us get here and
makes our dreams come true,’
Cosgrove said. “So, everyone’s
support means the world to us
to help make our dreams come
true.”

“A really big thank you be-
cause I wouldn’t be going to
Poland without them, without
the support of my community,
without the support of my dance
teachers and the training they
have provided for me,” Vasquez
said. “And, also, for my friends,
thank you as well. I wouldn’t be
the dancer I am today without
any of their support.”

SALE OF 2309 Main St Apt 7 Commonwealth of
MOTOR VEHICLES Springfield, MA 01107 Massachusetts
Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A 2008 Pontiac G6 The Trial Court
Notice is hereby given by VIN: 1G2ZG5TNX84164513 Probate and Family Court
Interstate Towing, Inc. pursu- Crai Hampden Probate and
2 raig Pearlman .
ant to the provisions of G.L. . Family Court
. 3106 S Main St
c. 255, section 39A, that on  p 1 M A 01009 50 State Street
August 9, 2024, at Interstate ’ Springfield, MA 01103
Towing, Inc the following 2007 Nissan Maxima Docket No. HD20P2184GD
Motor Vehicles will be sold ~ VIN: IN4BA41E07C852158 In the interests of
at private sale to satisfy our  Michael Rodriguez Thomas E Theriault
garage keeper’s lien thereon 178 Florence Rd, Apt 7D of Chicopee, MA
for storage, towing charges, Florence, MA 01062 Minor
care and expenses of notices NOTICE AND ORDER:

and sale of said vehicles.

2008 Honda Accord

VIN: IHGCP26418A087266
Shanna White

316 Halstead St Apt 2R
East Orange, NJ 07018

2006 Mazda 5

VIN: JIM1CR293060115993
Luis Ocasio

321 Tokeneke Rd

Holyoke, MA 01040

2005 Acura TSX

VIN: JH4CL96815C000373
William Terrell

32 Putnam Ave

Lowell, MA 01851

2003 Toyota Camry

VIN: 4T1BE30K43U751835
Jonathan Dube

85 Thompson St.

Hyde Park, MA 02136

2009 Acura TL
VIN: 19UUA96589A002870
Melwin Rivera

2011 Jeep Liberty
VIN:1J4PN2GKOBWS565278
Richard Bennett

450 Morningstar Rd

Staten Island, NY 10303

2001 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD18681H508990
Herbert & Cynthia Borenstein
72 Atwater Rd

Canton, CT 06019

2005 Volvo S60
VIN:YV1RS592152434470
Thomas Smith

17 Linda Ave.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2010 Toyota Prius
VIN.JTDKN3DUSA0034526
Kevin Kelly

118 Draper St

Springfield, MA 01108

07/26, 08/02, 08/09/2024

Petition for Resignation
or Petition for Removal of
Guardianship of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition
to Resign as Guardian of a
Minor or Petition for Remov-
al of Guardian of a Minor
filed by Carrie Murray
on 07/24/2024 will be held
08/27/2024 08:30 AM
Guardianship of Minor
Hearing. Located 50 State
St, 4th Floor, Springfield,
MA 01103

2. Response to Petition:
You may respond by filing
a written response to the
Petition or by appearing
in person at the hearing. If
you choose to file a written
response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five
(5) business days before the
hearing.

3. Counsel for the
Minor: The minor (or an
adult on behalf of the minor)
has the right to request that
counsel be appointed for the
minor.

4. Presence of the Minor
at Hearing: A minor over age
14 has the right to be pres-
ent at any hearing, unless the
Court finds that it is not in
the minor’s best interests.

Date: July 29, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
08/09/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P1614EA
Estate of:
Frederick L Wilson
Also known as:
Frederick Lee Wilson
Date of Death: 02/05/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL

ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by John R Wilson of
Chicopee, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: John R Wilson of
Chicopee, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 08/29/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by

an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: August 01, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
08/09/2024
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

3-WHEEL SCOOTER, Space Sav-
er Plus-3 Premier, stylish, powerful,
maintenance-free, cushioned seat w/
arms, basket & manuals. Easy assem-
bly for travel. 413-335-9116.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE

ESTATE SALE
Aug 10 & 11
786 Old North Road,
Worthington
8am -3pm both days

TAG SALE

AUG. 10 & 11, 8AM-1PM. 17
Church Road, Hungtinton. Entire
contents of house. Huge selection of
items - come see!

FIREWOOD

BUNDLES - KILN DRIED
FIREWOOD

Only $5 per bundle!
Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd,
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games
(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware,
books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more Donald Roy (860)
874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

2**xxx%xxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

SLISKI QUALITY
WINDOWS

Vinyl replacement and new con-
struction, Energy Star, made by
Mercury Excelum, local manu-
facturer. Installation.

Call 413-221-5373.

Advertise your home
improvement services
in our classifieds.
We get results!

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING

COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing
in Title 5 septic repair and installation.
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292, email: gigluss@mail.com

MINI EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE.
Fully operated. Shrub removal, elec-
trical trenches, drainage work. Minor
demolition. Licensed and insured. Call
413-315-1614.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. Tim
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapetrs.turley.com

HOUSE
CLEANING

HIRE A HOUSE CLEANER to
clean your home. Call Jean (413)
324-2099.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING

Mowing - Mulching - Planting Small
Shrubs & Tree Trimming, Removal
Brush Hauling - Spring/Fall Clean-ups.
(413)786-6184

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

Forest Products (413)477-0083 413-531-1936 m
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED H
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2' | 2 | 2 | 2 i
2% nstfre| 26 sasgprce | 27 Basgfrice| 28 Base e
2 | 30 S EE P
33 Bt | 34 S sty | 39 B | 38 B San
37 nspice| 38 mgprics| 39 Bassfrs | 40 Base P
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard JVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM'S TREE SERVICE
Residential removal of trees,
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’'s Comp. Remove them before the
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

-\
00
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CHICOPEE
CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee
of the Chicopee City Council
will hold a public hearing
Wednesday, August 28,
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the
Chambers, 4th floor, City
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street.,
Chicopee, MA 01013 to dis-
cuss the following:

Zone Change from Res
A to Res B for +/- 12,778
SF of property located at
586 Montgomery St. for the
purpose of converting to 2
family. Applicant — Valerie
Duprey, Ronald Sagan, 586
Montgomery St., Chicopee,
MA 01020.

The plans/application can
be viewed on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The August 28, 2024
Zoning Committee hearing
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30
AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials
related to this proposal are on
file in the Office of the City
Council, Chicopee City Hall,
274 Front Street, (plans and
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
08/09, 08/16/2024

CHICOPEE
CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Committee

PART-TIME CONCRETE FIN-
ISHER. Drivers license preferred.
Retirees welcome. Call Mo 413-244-
5520.

PIONEER VALLEY
TRANSIT AUTHORITY
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Do You Want a Career and Not Just a
Job? We have a variety of rewarding
career options with opportunities for
personal and professional growth. If
you want to be part of a forward-think-
ing organization that helps drive the
region, we have the opportunity you
have been looking for. Current Career
Opportunities are available at our vari-
ous locations throughout the area.
Springfield:
* Senior Accountant
Mobility Manager
Travel Trainer
Accountant Assistant
Mechanic
Paratransit Van drivers
Paratransit Bus Washer/Fueler
Shuttle Bus Driver (CDL Required)
Quabog Connector Van Driver/Bus
Driver (CDL Required)
¢ Bus Operators (Full-time,
CDL Preferred, but will train) *
Ambherst:
¢ UMass Transit Driver (must be a
UMass Student)
Northamtpon:
¢ Bus Operators (Part-time &
Full-time, CDL Required)

*If you already have your CDL with
Passenger Endorsement and no Air-
brake Restriction, kick-start your new
career today. If you do not have a CDL,
but currently hold a Class D license
and would like to be considered for our
CDL Training Program, we want to hear
from you.

Please explore these positions on our
website Careers page at www.pvta.
com. Follow the instructions for apply-
ing for the position you are interested
in. You can either upload your resume
or complete a simple online question-
naire via our website. Feel free to call
our job line at (413) 266-3838 for
additional information. We look forward
to hearing from you. EEO/DF

of the Chicopee City Council
will hold a public hearing
Wednesday, August 28,
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the
Chambers, 4th floor, City
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street.,
Chicopee, MA 01013 to dis-
cuss the following:

Zone Change application
from Business A to Residence
A for 7,378 SF of property
located at 1230 Montgomery
St. for the purpose of sin-
gle-family residence. There is
no business here. Applicant —
Donald J. Ruel, 72 Parenteau
Ct., Chicopee, MA 01020.

The plans/application can
be viewed on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The August 28, 2024
Zoning Committee hearing
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30
AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki @chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials
related to this proposal are on
file in the Office of the City
Council, Chicopee City Hall,
274 Front Street, (plans and
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki @chicopeema.gov.
08/09, 08/16/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No. HD24P1470GD
In the interests of

PIONEER VALLEY
TRANSIT AUTHORITY
SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

PVTA is seeking a full-time Senior
Accountant to manage the general
accounting and trial balance functions.
This position will assist with the imple-
menting all accounting systems follow-
ing accounting control procedures, and
ensure that all related supporting doc-
umentation is processed accordingly.
Must have at least 5 years of hands-on
accounting experience in a General
Accountant or Controller role and be
proficient with Excel and various ac-
counting software applications. Normal
schedule is M-F, 9 a.m. -5 p.m., with
occasional evenings. Salary is $1,538-
$1,730/week depending on experi-
ence with excellent benefits package
including health, dental, 457b, and
defined pension. Please review qual-
ification and job requirements under
Careers at www.pvta.com. Please
upload cover letter and resume via our
website or email to humanresourc-
es@pvtransit.com. EEO/DF.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Mario Yumet Carrasquillo
of Chicopee, MA
Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor filed on 07/12/2024
by Katherine J. Feliciano
of Northampton, MA will be
held 08/20/2024 10:00 AM
Guardianship of Minor
Hearing. Located: 4th Floor
50 State Street Springfield,
MA 01103 Hampden
Probate and Family Court.

2. Response to Petition:
You may respond by filing
a written response to the
Petition or by appearing
in person at the hearing. If
you choose to file a written
response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five
(5) business days before the
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on
behalf of the minor) has the
right to request that counsel
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents:
If you are a parent of the
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you
want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if
you give proof that you are
indigent, an attorney will be
assigned to you. Your request
for an attorney should be
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel
form. Submit the application
form in person or by mail at
the court location where your
case is going to be heard.

REAL ESTATE

FIRST FLOOR, 1-bedroom, fur
nished apt in Hampden, Mass.
No smokers/no pets. $225/week.
$450/1st, $450/15th. References, se-
curity/first/last. For more information,
413-317-3561.

G
=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

|lv

o o B
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over
age 14 has the right to be
present at any hearing, unless
the Court finds that it is not
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: July 12, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
08/09/2024

CHICOPEE
CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE

The Zoning Committee
of the Chicopee City Council
will hold a public hearing
Wednesday, August 28,
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the
Chambers, 4th floor, City
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street.,
Chicopee, MA 01013 to dis-
cuss the following:

Ordinance Amendment to
delete in its entirety Chapter
275-66A Burnett Rd. and
insert new language for
Chapter 275-66A Burnett
Road Special Permit pro-
cess. Complete text avail-
able in the City Council
Office. Applicant - Councilor
Samuel Shumsky (Ward 6),
City Council Office, City
Hall Annex, 274 Front St.
Chicopee, MA 01013.

The plans/application can
be viewed on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The August 28, 2024
Zoning Committee hearing
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30
AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials
related to this proposal are on
file in the Office of the City
Council, Chicopee City Hall,
274 Front Street, (plans and
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
08/09, 08/16/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P1237EA
Estate of:

Theresa J Deroin
Also known as:
Theresa Jeanne Deroin
Date of Death: 01/01/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representativ has been
filed by Michael Deroin of
Chicopee, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Michael Deroin of
Chicopee, MAbe appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a

right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 09/03/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: August 05, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
08/09/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103

Docket No. HD24P1584GD
In the interests of
Thomas E Theriault
of Springfield, MA
Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor filed on 07/29/2024
by Carrie S Murray of
Springfield, MA will be
held 08/27/2024 08:30
AM Guardianship of
Minor Hearing. Located:
50 State Street, 4th Floor,
Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition:
You may respond by filing
a written response to the
Petition or by appearing
in person at the hearing. If
you choose to file a written
response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five
(5) business days before the
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on
behalf of the minor) has the
right to request that counsel
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents:
If you are a parent of the
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you
want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if
you give proof that you are
indigent, an attorney will be
assigned to you. Your request

for an attorney should be
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel
form. Submit the application
form in person or by mail at
the court location where your
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over
age 14 has the right to be
present at any hearing, unless
the Court finds that it is not
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: July 29, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
08/09/2024

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by
Interstate Towing, Inc. pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L.
c. 255, section 39A, that on
August 30, 2024, at Interstate
Towing, Inc the following
Motor Vehicles will be sold
at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon
for storage, towing charges,
care and expenses of notices
and sale of said vehicles.

1999 Chevrolet S10

VIN: 1IGCCS1441XK117014
Michael Wright

206 1st St

Pittsfield, MA 01201

2003 Ford F150
VIN:1IFTRF17WX3NA62373
Anthony Ellcocka

301 W Chestnut St.
Brockton, MA 02301

2004 Acura TL

VIN: 19UUA66234A055957
Lenny Marrero

54 Washburn St. Apt 54
Springfield, MA 01107

2005 Honda Pilot

VIN: 2HKYF18485H523582
Mohamed Barrie

38 Kenneth St #2FL
Hartford, CT 06114

2005 Toyota Rav4

VIN: JTEGD20V450066564
Kimberly Guzman Santana
462 Front St Apt 3R
Chicopee, MA 01013

2007 Subaru Forester

VIN: JF1ISG636X7H716865
Patricia J. Tino

23 Neck Rd.

Clinton, CT 06413

2016 Nissan Versa

VIN: 3NICN7AP2GL820115
Uma Paladugu

2034 Riverdale St Apt 205
West Springfield, MA 01089

2000 Chevrolet Malibu

VIN: IGIND52J2Y 6283516
Robert Nieves

10 Mill St.

Springfield, MA 01108

2006 Saturn Vue

VIN: 5GZCZ33D06S828404
Ivelis Diaz

52 High St. Apt 413
Springfield, MA 01105

2008 Ford Explorer Eddie
Bauer

VIN: IFMEU74858UA23793
Russell & Jennie Cleaver

580 Kelly Lane

Newport, PA 17074

2011 Honda Pilot

VIN: SENYF4H21BB088026
Edna Mabel Vargas Acre

219 Hough Ave

Bridgeport, CT 06608

2012 Kia Rio

VIN: KNADN4A30C6075640
Jaime Violano

660 Mix Ave.

Hamden, CT 06514

2024 Honda Accord

VIN: IHGCY 1F32RA024192
David Rivera

36 Decker Pl. Apt 36
Springfield, MA 01104

08/09, 08/16, 08/23/2024
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IN THE CITY

Chicopee students visit Firefighting Academy

CHICOPEE - In June, students Springfield, MA. The students were developing this opportunity for our
from Chicopee Comprehensive High  able to experience what it is like to community’s students, as well as to
School and Chicopee High School be a firefighter for the day. the instructors that dedicated their

were able to visit the Massachusetts The Chicopee Fire Department day to this experience.
Firefighting Academy Campus in is grateful to the Fire Academy for
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Photos and caption courtesy of Chicopee Fire Department

| Community |
Send Us Your | Autumn Events
Alltllmll Event | Event Should Bﬁ Nont;IIDrofit I
° [ & Open to the Public

Information , |

Turley Publications will |
print your Autumn event | ... .. I
FREE OF CHARGE inour . ... I

Autumn Fest Supplement | ..
which will be published | '
September 11, 2024. I Descriptor |
Total circulation of 85,000 I
reaching over 200,000 readers [ |
L in the Pioneer Valley. I I
| |
Deadline | I
for Calendar |

SmeiSSionS iS Contact name & phone number for more information I
August12. / | 1
-L I I IS IS S IS S S S B B B B = ‘

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.
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