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GRADUATION
Chicopee High School celebrates Class of 2024

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Despite moving in-
doors, Chicopee High School’s graduation
ceremony for the Class of 2024 kicked off
without a hitch in the gymnasium.

The ceremony included the presenta-
tion of the colors by the Chicopee High
School Air Force Junior ROTC, perfor-
mances by the Chicopee High School
Chamber Choir, the Graduates to Guard-
ians presentation by Michael Brunetti and
remarks from Principal David Lemke,
Mayor John Vieau, Superintendent Dr.
Marcus Ware, 2024 Class President Du-
Wayne Barker, Salutatorian Henry Ry-
czek and Valedictorian Khushi Patel.

Students who received the Pro Merito
Awards, Seal of Biliteracy Awards, induc-
tion into the National Honor Society and
graduated from the Health Science Acad-
emy, the Criminal Justice Academy and
the EMT Academy were also recognized.

The ceremony also marked Lemke’s
final graduation upon retirement.

Vieau said how we gather “not just to
celebrate but commemorate a milestone
in your journey of lifelong learning.”

“As Helen Keller wisely noted,

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY

CHS Valedictorian Khushi Patel hugs her mother as she’s recognized during Chicopee

High School’s graduation day on June 6.
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‘Alone we can do so little. Together we
can do so much.” This mindset has been
adopted by the city and accounts for many
of our successes. I'm hopeful it will re-
mind you that collective work and mutual
support can lead to remarkable achieve-
ments,” Vieau said.

Ware said the graduating class em-
bodies “what Mayor Vieau calls the Pac-
er.”

“A pacer by definition leads the way,
inspires others to follow. You have led
with determination, passion and drive to
overcome all these obstacles. But, don’t
forget, you have some new challenges
awaiting you,” Ware said.

Barker reflected on overcoming
failure and disappointment, advising his
classmates to remember disappointment
“is the universe’s way of saying ‘I've got
something better.””

“So, be patient, have fun and live
your life. Remember, tough times never
last, but tough people do. I want you all
to keep in mind the difficulties we over-
came, the lessons we discovered and the
connections we made when we look back
on our time here,” Barker said. “These en-
counters have molded us into the individ-
uals that we are today and have equipped

See CHICOPEE HIGH page 7

CCHS celebrates 2024
graduating class

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The CCHS Class of 2024 watches as Valedictorian Julia Zielinski reflects on high school

during her graduation speech.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - It was a beautiful day
at Mitchell Kuzdzal Field at Chicopee
Comprehensive High School on June 7
for the Class of 2024’s graduation.

The ceremony included performanc-
es from the high school band and choir,
the National Anthem performed by Rafi
Salman of the 2025 class, a solo piano
performance from Jisung Chang of the
2026 class and remarks from Principal
Andrew Lamothe, Superintendent Dr.
Marcus Ware, Mayor John Vieau, 2024
President Nate Deren, Valedictorian Julia
Zielinski, Salutatorian Andrew Wodecki
and Veterans Appreciation Club Advisor
Alan Dion for the Graduates to Guardians
presentation.

Students who were part of the Pro
Merito Society, the National Honor Soci-

ety, graduating with certificates from the
Career and Technical Education programs
and receiving the State Seal of Biliteracy
were also recognized.

Zielinski had a 104.8 GPA and will
be attending Western New England Uni-
versity to study pharmacy and health sci-
ences, while Wodecki had a 103.2 GPA
and will be attending Westfield State Uni-
versity where he plans to study environ-
mental science.

Deren’s speech was musical-themed
and included a reference to “Frozen,” en-
couraging fellow classmates to embrace
the things that bring them joy and be
themselves.

“Tell everyone your obsessions. Ex-
press yourself. Let your loved ones know
they are loved. Don’t hold everything
inside, and don’t let the potential embar-
rassment of your feelings be the thing that

See CHICOPEE COMP page 8

Chicopee Academy pays tribute
to Class of 2024 graduates

TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY

Josilian Ruiz Arroyo shows off her graduation cap and diploma as she stands with her
family after graduating from Chicopee Academy on June 5.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Chicopee Academy
celebrated the Class of 2024 in a grad-
uation ceremony at the Chicopee High
School auditorium on June 5.

The ceremony included the Chicopee
High School Junior ROTC presenting the
colors, performances from the Chicopee
High School Chamber Choir & Band,
remarks from Principal Lori Vaillancourt
and Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware and
graduation tributes from teachers Brian
Cain, Joanne Borowiec, Wendy Belanger,
Debra Guyer, Gloria Williams, Evan Ro-
driguez, Shane Bogli, Ben Bohlke and
David Dunwell and Vice Principal Darrell
Johnson.

Borowiec is also retiring this year.

Vaillancourt opened the ceremony by
telling the graduates to feel the love, joy

and pride surrounding them in this mo-
ment.

“You stand on the precipice of a new
journey surrounded by the unwavering
support of your loved ones. This day be-
longs to you. Your high school graduation
is a culmination of countless humble, yet
significant moments. It serves as a tes-
tament to the rhythm of life, reminding
us that greatness lies not solely in grand
achievements, but in the beauty of every-
day experiences,” Vaillancourt said.

Ware told the graduates, “The team
at Chicopee Academy wanted you to win”
and they are all winners.

“Remember that your journey doesn’t
end here. Graduation is a commencement
and, by definition, commencement means
beginning. As you move forward, car-
ry forward with you the lessons learned,
the friendships forged and the knowledge
gained. Use all of these things to get a

See CHICOPEE ACADEMY page 9



IN THE CITY

Chicopee raises the Pride Flag to celebrate Pride Month

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Residents, community
members and elected officials gathered
outside city hall on June 5 to raise the
Pride Flag for Pride Month.

Pride Month is dedicated to celebrat-
ing and commemorating the LGBTQIA+
community, taking place every June and
having begun after the Stonewall riots in
1969.

Emarie Leatherwood, chair of the
Chicopee Pride Committee, opened the
ceremony by reflecting on the Pride flag
as “a beacon” and “a lighthouse to the
ships at sea.”

“Let this flag stand here in Chicopee
that no closet is full,” Leatherwood said.

Mayor John Vieau said, “We raise
flags for many reasons, but today’s a very
special one” and everyone is welcome in
the city of Chicopee.

“No matter what your race, your sex-
ual orientation, your color, your creed,
Chicopee accepts everybody for who
they are, their individuality and what they
stand for and especially today as we kick
off Pride Month here in the city of Chi-
copee,” Vieau said.

As he read his proclamation, Vieau
reflected on those who made a mark in
the LGBTQIA+ rights movement predat-
ing the Stonewall Riots, including Henry
Gerber, who founded the Society of Hu-
man Rights in Chicago in 1924, the first
group to campaign for gay rights, Del
Martin and Phyllis Lyon establishing the
Daughters of Bilitis in San Francisco in
1955, the first lesbian group in the Unit-
ed States and the mother of Pride, Brenda
Howard, who was a leading voice in bi-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Mayor John Vieau and Ray Hoess-Brooks take a photo with the mayor’s proclamation
after raising the Pride Flag for Pride Month in Chicopee.

sexual rights and equality.

“So, I stand here today as mayor of
the city of Chicopee and on behalf of the
City Council and the residents of this
vibrant, diverse city, we do hereby pro-
claim June 2024 as Pride Month in the
city of Chicopee,” Vieau said. “And we
encourage all citizens to recognize the
contributions made by the members of
the LGBTQ+ community and to active-
ly promote the principles of equality and
liberty.”

Leatherwood then shared another
piece of history: the original Pride Flag
was created and designed by U.S. Army
Veteran Gilbert Baker, who was openly
gay, after being honorably discharged.

“He fought hard for our rights, for
his rights and I’'m just very proud. The

flag has evolved and continues to grow
as a symbol of hope for our community,”
Leatherwood said.

Vieau then presented the proclama-
tion to Ray Hoess-Brooks, who also had
the honor of cranking the lever to raise the
flag.

Leatherwood was grateful to Vieau
and the city for their support, emphasiz-
ing events like the flag-raising help spread
the message of acceptance, share the his-
tory and get the word out to others.

“I feel that hate and intolerance may
have a lifelong place in society, but that
doesn’t mean that we have to live that way
in our hearts and in the way that we treat
others. The visibility of the Pride Flag and
the Pride Month events gives a chance for
the LGBTQ community to feel hope,”
Leatherwood said.

Hoess-Brooks was still processing
having received the proclamation, also
expressing gratitude to the city for their
support.

“Thank you is not enough, because
like I said it goes back to the emotions of
how far we have come to have a city gov-
ernment stand with you in equality. It’s
not embracing us, it’s

Mayor John Vieau and Ray Hoess-Brooks
hug after Hoess-Brooks receives the may-
or’s proclamation.

more LGBTQIA+ community-related
events to Chicopee.

“Like so much stuff and great ideas
are flowing around that we want to put the
LGBTQIA+ community of Chicopee on
the map,” Hoess-Brooks said.

Leatherwood encouraged the com-
munity to check out this year’s Pride Fest,
taking place at Szot Park on June 15 from
11 am. to 5 p.m., with entertainment in-
cluding a local poet and drag kings and
queens, vendors including LGBTQIA+
businesses, ally businesses and communi-
ty organizations and supporters and more.

For anyone who attended the
flag-raising and will, also, be attending
Pride Fest, the takeaway Leatherwood
hopes residents have from the events is
this.

“The most important message I can
put across is you are seen, you are val-
ued, you are loved. There is no closet
big enough, there is no closet restrain-
ing enough to keep us down. We’re here.
We’re not going anywhere. Our freedoms
and our equality that we deserve does not
take away from anybody else,” Leather-
wood said.

about standing with us
with respect and equal-
ity,” Hoess-Brooks said.

Hoess-Brooks also
shared the Chicopee
Queer Consortium is in
the works to help bring

Emarie Leatherwood,
chair of the Chicop-
ee Pride Committee,

speaks about Pride

Month as Mayor John

Vieau looks on.
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IN THE CITY

City appropriates
$3 million for tax levy

Appropriations for capital
needs, OPEB also approved

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - City Council approved
on June 4 to appropriate $3 million dollars
for the reduction of the fiscal year tax levy.

The funds will come from available
funds in the Undesignated Fund Balance
“Free Cash” Account.

Mayor John Vieau explained how this
was done last year and the $3 million will
go towards tax relief.

“The financial team meets very fre-
quently and I want to thank the auditor,
the treasurer, the assessors and the collec-
tor for the discussions that we have about
where we stand financially and we feel it’s
in the best interest of our community mov-
ing forward to try to reduce that tax levy
by putting in $3 million dollars towards tax
relief,” Vieau said.

Ward 9 Councilor Mary Beth Costello
shared her thoughts later on.

“This should be beneficial for the tax-
payer in the long run for the $3 million dol-
lars to be applied to the reduction of the tax
levy for 2025,” Costello said. “So, again,
thank you to Mayor Vieau for considering
this particular idea.”

The motion passed 13-0.

Another mayor’s order concerned the
appropriation of $2 million dollars for the
Treasurer’s Special for Other Post-Retire-
ment Employment Benefits from available
funds in the Undesignated Fund Balance
“Free Cash” Account.

Vieau said OPEB is mainly health in-
surance, dental insurance and vision insur-
ance and is the city’s portion they pay.

“We typically budget $100,000 in the
past. Last year, we did $2 million dollars to-
wards trying to get that to be a self-support-
ing account and we are pretty far behind.
It’s great for our bond rating. It’s great for
us financially when they evaluate us when
it comes to that bond rating,” Vieau said.

City Treasurer Marie Laflamme ex-
plained how the state mandated the trust.

“It is really important that we take this
seriously. It does help in on our bond rat-
ing. Every rating call I get that’s the one
thing they ask. They see the past that we
have committed a couple million here and
there. It’s up to you to authorize this, but
it does help with a favorable rating,” La-
flamme said. “It’s a fiduciary responsibility
for us. We have a huge unfunded liability,
so I think we should start funding it.”

After Ward 4 Councilor George Bal-
akier asked how much is in the free cash
account, Vieau said there is “just under
$5.5 million in free cash.”

Councilor-At-Large Tim Wagner won-
dered about the OPEB Fund itself.

“How far short are we on the OPEB
Fund so far?” Wagner said.

Laflamme replied, “We’re about $250
million dollars unfunded liability.”

“We put in about $5 million dollars.
It’s in long-term investments. So, we’re
similarly with some of our communities.
Some put more in, some put less in. So,
we’re right around there,” Laflamme said.

She added one goal is funding regular
retirement.

“We’re doing very, very well with that
so that in a couple of years that will be
fully funded, and whoever the mayor is at
that time, I'm hoping they consider putting
that money from our budget currently to
the OPEB because it is our responsibility.
That’s the goal,” Laflamme said.

The motion later passed 13-0.

Lastly, an appropriation of $2 million
for the Stabilization Fund for Capital Bud-
geting from available funds in the Undes-
ignated Fund Balance “Free Cash” account
was presented.

Vieau said this is for capital needs “for
equipment and other things in every depart-
ment.”

“The Capital Committee will be meet-
ing very soon,” Vieau said. “And we’ll start
determining the order of priority for the
requests for capital needs and this is the ap-
propriation that we do annually, requesting
the City Council to allow us to buy those
tools that the departments need to provide
those services that we all expect.”

The motion, also, later passed 13-0.

\,eryone Shi”es

SUNSHINE

VILLAGE

“Clients tell me that
I'm changing their lives
but in actuality they
have changed my life
for the better.”

Chris
An employee since 2021

“I am a proud member of
Sunshine Village because
I love being with people
here, I have fun all the
time and I just enjoy it.”

Louis
A client since 2021

Sunshine Village delivers on the promise of a GREAT
day for individuals with developmental disabilities
and those on the autism spectrum by helping them to
live and learn, work and earn and give and grow.

If you want to SHINE - see how you can be a part
of our GREAT days! Visit www.sunshine.us

CPD takes part in Special
Olympics Cruiser Convoy

PHOTO AND CUTLINECOURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT
CHICOPEE - On June 8, some police department officers participated in the cruiser
convoy for Special Olympics. This leg of the convoy started in Ludlow and traveled to
Harvard University for the Massachusetts Summer Games. The purpose of the convoy
is to raise awareness and show support to the athletes. The Officers also assisted in
pinning and awarding medals to the athletes.

Ready for Kindergarten workshop

CHICOPEE - FREE workshop with
at-home activities and tools parents
can use to help young children develop
strong brain connections for success in
school.

Childcare provided and program is
for families of three to five year olds

Wednesday, June 26 or Wednesday,

July 24 at Lincoln Grove Head Start on
216 Broadway St., Chicopee at 5 p.m.
Join us for pizza at 5p.m.
FREE KIT WITH LEARNING MA-
TERIALS also provided.
Please register for this program.
Call or e-mail: Silvia at Durands @
headstart.org or 413-505-9053.

Supporting Families as Their Children’s
First and Most Important Teachers

Learn About Our Free Programs

Including Parent/Child Playgroups

Infant Groups

& Parenting Education

Call to (413) 348-4355 or
email zaskeyc@headstart.org

Funded by a grant from the
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care

Chicopee Register

June 14, 2024 | Page 3



OPINION

GUEST COLUMN

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Social Security’s
‘guaranteed’ annual
Cost Of Living
Adjustment

Dear Rusty

I’ve been reading a lot lately about spec-
ulation on what next year’s benefit increase
will be, and it seems like most of the experts
are suggesting a range of 2.5% to 3%. My
neighbor says don’t worry about it, because
there will always be some level of increase
come January. It’s guaranteed, right? Signed:
Retired But Questioning

Dear Retired

You’ve brought up acommon belief about
the annual Social Security Cost Of Living Ad-
justment, one that we hear often. Let’s start
with some background. Each year’s COLA
results from comparing the third quarter aver-
age Consumer Price Index (CPI-W) each year
to the same average from the preceding year.

The result of dividing the current year’s
average by the previous year’s average pro-
duces the COLA for the following year. For
2024’s adjustment, the 2023 third-quarter
average was 301.2 and the comparable figure
for 2022 was 291.9, producing the 3.2% ben-
efit addition.

It’s not always the case that the year-to-
year CPI calculation produces a positive re-
sult, as was the case three times so far this
century. As recently as 2016, for example,
the 2015 third-quarter average was 233.3 and
the comparable figure for 2014 was 234.2,
producing a negative change. Fortunately for
beneficiaries, Social Security law prohibits a
negative COLA, so the negative result was
ruled out and the COLA for 2016 was zero.

So, the rumor that there will always be a
benefit increase in January is untrue, although
having only three zero COLA years since the
start of automated adjustments in 1974 leads
folks to assume there will always be a boost in
the new year. The size of the adjustment fluc-
tuates with economic cycles and has ranged
from a high of 14.3% in 1980 to 0.3% in
2017 (excluding, of course, the zero years).
Incidentally, the historical average since au-
tomatic COLAs began is 3.8%, so the 2024
adjustment of 3.2% isn’t that far from the
average.

Social Security’s rules are myriad and
often confusing, but no question is too simple
to be asked. The AMAC Foundation’s Social
Security Advisory Service is available, at no
charge, to answer all your Social Security
questions, via email at SSAdvisor@amac-
foundation.org or call 1-888-750-2622.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This
article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by
the National Social Security Association To
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor @amacfoundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

GUEST COLUMN
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June garden do’s
and don’ts

I get a lot of questions about what to do
and when to do it!

There are some gardening tasks that
should be done now and other things you
might be tempted to do now but should be
done in another season. Read on from the ar-
chives to get your questions answered.

To ensure supermarket-size broccoli, do
scratch in a tablespoon or two of balanced
granular fertilizer around the base of your
plants when heads are about the size of a
quarter. Make sure the moisture is sufficient
and harvest when the main head is still tightly
packed but before it bursts into flower.

Do not, on the other hand, waste your
fertilizer on beans — they generally grow well
enough without extra food.

Do be on the look-out for the Asiatic Gar-
den beetle — it has been spotted already, and
earlier than normal. It is a tad smaller than the
Japanese beetle and is chestnut brown in color.

Since it feeds during the night, look for
chewed foliage in gardens or planter boxes
under lampposts, street lights or other outside
lights. Cultivate directly underneath the affect-
ed plant during the day and you will likely see
the culprit scurry back into the soil.

This is one pest you don’t want to have
around — send them swimming in a soapy bath
or you may not have any plants left!

Floating row covers are great tools to
keep bugs off of young squash seedlings. Do
not leave them on too long however, or polli-
nators won’t be able to do their work. Remove
the fabric at the first sign of blossoms.

Sweet William (Dianthus Barbatus) and
Wild Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) are at their
peak right now. Do leave a few seed heads of
these and other favorite biennials in place.

With any luck seeds will drop and you
will have enough volunteers next spring to
replace the parent plants and share them with

your friends.

Don’t be surprised to see all foliage and
no flowers next year. Biennials bloom the sec-
ond year from sowing, making only leaves the
first year.

Do remove spent flowers from Mountain
Laurel bushes — you don’t even need any clip-
pers! Simply bend the sticky stems forward
and they should break right off. With the flow-
ers gone the shrub can redirect energy spent
on seed making into forming next year’s buds.

Don’t wait much longer to prune spring
flowering shrubs — next year’s flowers are usu-
ally set in early to midsummer. Rose of Sharon
should also be left alone — it will bloom in Au-
gust. A haircut now would certainly be at the
sacrifice of flowers.

Bearded iris can be divided now.

Start digging at the outer edge of the
clump, lifting as you go. Once the entire
clump is removed, rhizomes can be pried apart
by hand.

The healthiest “fans” of foliage are those
the furthest from the center. Leave about two
inches of rhizome attached to each fan for re-
planting.

If you are changing your site altogether,
keep in mind that irises need at least six hours
of full sun a day for optimal flowering. They
despise “wet feet,” so plant where drainage is
good.

If your soil is lean, compost can be added
to richen it up. While you’re at it, add a sprin-
kling of lime as well; irises prefer a soil near
neutral.

Dig a shallow hole wide enough to fit the
rhizome. Make a ridge of soil in the hole for
it to sit on so that its fibrous roots can hang
down. For optimal blooms, the top of the rhi-
zome should be level with the soil surface and
exposed, not buried.

If your peonies are overcrowded and have
begun to bloom poorly division may be nec-
essary.

Although it would be logical to think
that this should be accomplished shortly after
blooming, it is not the case. Tackle this project
in September.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

WE CARE
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birth announcements,
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about your 25th or 50th
anniversary celebrations.
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to chicopeeregister@
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Chicopee Register, c/o
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Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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IN THE CITY

CPD takes part in Stefanik
School Fun Day

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE — The police department stopped by Stefanik
Elementary School on June 3 to take part in the school’s
Fun Day. The ice cream truck also made an appearance.

HCHS Music Day

For families with children newborn

to preschool

CHICOPEE - Join in for an afternoon of music,
dance, and playing instruments!
Instruments will be provided. Please bring your
own if you have them so we can learn together!
June 14 through August 16 on Wednesday & Fri-
day: 2:30pm to 3:30pm
Wednesday -Location: Holyoke at Heritage State

Park

Friday-Location: Sheridan Street Mini Park in Chi-

copee

Justin MacIntyre promoted

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE - Firefighter Justin MaclIntyre completed his
probationary year recently!

Find

e
in the _

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

E—

announcements schedule

4th Annual Chicopee Pride event set to celebrate
diversity and acceptance at Szot Park

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee
Pride Committee, chaired by Ema-
rie Leatherwood, is thrilled to an-
nounce the 4th annual Pride Festival
at Szot Park on June 15 from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. This vibrant celebration is
made possible through the generous
funding and support of the Chicopee
Cultural Council, the Massachusetts
Cultural Council and numerous local
supporters.

Mayor John Vieau commented,
“Chicopee’s commitment to foster-
ing a welcoming and inclusive en-
vironment is at the forefront of our
community initiatives. The Pride
event at Szot Park is a celebration of
this spirit, where we come together
to support the LGBTQA+ communi-
ty, but the shared values that unite us
all as one city.”

Event Highlight

e Entertainment-including
local Drag Kings and Queens and a
local published poet.

e The Sashay: a chance for
everyone to show their most fabulous
Pride selves

¢ Local LGBTQA+ business
and ally businesses

e LGBTQA+ Community
Organizations and supporters

Why Celebrate Pride? Pride
events are a cornerstone in advanc-
ing the dialogue around the impor-
tance of inclusion and acceptance.
They allow LGBTQA+ individuals
to see themselves represented in their
community and provide the broader
community an opportunity to em-
brace diversity. This visibility is cru-

Commercial Insurance Customer Service Rep.
>>> Must have Active Insurance Producer License and
Commercial Lines Experience

Full-time Belchertown MA position in-office Commercial Insurance
Department. Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Bell & Hudson Insurance is a Massachusetts Association of Insurance
Agents (MAIA) 5 Star Agency in Hampshire County with a comprehensive
benefits package (health / dental / vision / disability insurance, 401k with

company match, bonus opportunities).

CSR with customer service and new business experience. Work with a
team that cares about each other and the communities they serve.

Qualified Candidates, please contact Suzanne Shaw at

cial in promoting understanding and
dismantling prejudices.

“Pride is more than a celebra-
tion; it is a vital movement towards
achieving equality and acceptance
for all,” said Emarie Leatherwood,
chair of the Chicopee Pride Com-
mittee. “By coming together, we
honor the courage of those who live
authentically and encourage a more
inclusive society.”

The Chicopee Pride Committee
invites all residents and visitors to
join in this celebration of love, di-
versity and acceptance. Let’s come
together to support the LGBTQA+
community and move forward in
unity and respect.

About the Chicopee Pride Com-
mittee: The Chicopee Pride Com-
mittee, a part of the Chicopee Queer
Consortium, works tirelessly to en-
sure that the voices of the LGBTQ+
community are heard and celebrated.
Through events like the Pride cele-
bration, the Chicopee Queer Consor-
tium strives to create a more inclu-
sive and accepting society.

For more information, please
contact: Emarie Leatherwood, Chair
Chicopee Pride Committee Email:
ChicopeePride413 @gmail.com

Join us as we celebrate, reflect,
and look forward to a future where
everyone can live openly

and proudly.

HCHS holding Baby
Playgroup June 18

CHICOPEE - The Holyoke
Chicopee Family Community Pro-
gram is holding a Baby Playgroup.

Help Wanted:

sshaw(@bellandhudson.com
www.bellandhudson.com

You are Invited to Baby Play-
group, ongoing weekly on Tuesday.

Join us on June 18 from 3 to
4:30 p.m., for ages 0-12 months.

Lincoln Grove Head Start, 216
Broadway St., Chicopee, MA 01020

Connect with other parents and
bring your little one for nursery
rhymes, sensory play, story time and
more

Chicopee Gomp Class of 1974
plans 50th Reunion

CHICOPEE - It’s the time to
renew friendships and share mem-
ories with high school classmates.
The Chicopee Comprehensive High
School Class of 1974 will be hold-
ing its 50th reunion on Sept. 13 at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 460
Granby Rd. in Chicopee.

The reunion party will begin at
5:00 p.m. with cocktails and dinner.
Committee members are planning
details for the festivities and also
working hard to track down class-
mates and reach out to as many as
possible.

If you think you have contact
information for long-lost friends,
please send it to Linda Parlengas
at lparlengas@hotmail.com; Mona
Marcil Friberg at tinker245@aol.
com, or Lynn Provost Larrabee at
penrose43 @comcast.net.

We will be sending out details
soon and would like to include ev-
eryone. Information can also be
shared on Facebook at Chicopee
Comp Class of 1974 Reunion Page
or at Classmates.com.
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IN THE CITY

City Council approves public hearings for petitions

Moratorium for James Street
also withdrawn

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - City Council approved
on June 4 for public hearings to be held for
two proposed petitions.

The first concerns a petition around
making the charter for the City of Chicopee
gender-neutral.

This would replace the city charter
with a gender-neutral version.

Vice  President/Councilor-At-Large
Robert Zygarowski said the motion would
be sent to the Rules Committee for a public
hearing.

“President Laflamme has been work-
ing on this and I’'m going to turn it over to
him because he’s more involved in it than
any of us,” Zygarowski said.

President/Councilor-At-Large  Frank

Laflamme explained it came out of a re-
view of the charter, thanking Attorney Tim
Riley, the Law Department and State Rep.
Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) for their
help.

“It’s just a format. That’'s why we
want to clear it up and put it the way we
want,” Laflamme said. “So, that’s what
this is for.”

The motion passed 12-0.

Next, a petition to the General Court
followed by a bill regarding a special law
for the recall of any holder of elective of-
fice in the city was discussed.

After Zygarowski said this would be
sent to the Rules Committee for a public
hearing, Laflamme elaborated on the mo-
tion.

“This one here is another one that was
brought forth by the committee--from the
Charter Review Committee,” Laflamme
said. “We’ll take it up in committee to do
the rule changing.”

The motion passed 12-0.

Another highlight was a favorable

Zoning Committee report surrounding a
moratorium for James Street.

Here, the moratorium would propose
no further business, commercial or indus-
trial development to occur on James Street
from the intersection of James Street and
Memorial Drive to the beginning of Syrek
Street and any appurtenant street for a
period of one year beginning February 1,
2024 and terminating on February 1, 2025
except by special permit.

The motion was to withdraw.

Ward 4 Councilor George Balakier
explained the applicant decided to with-
draw the proposal.

“This was going to be a review with
the proposed James Street moratorium.
We had some interesting comments and
we also had legal give us an opinion,
case law regarding zoning, moratoriums,”
Balakier said. “That was provided to the
Planning Board which voted for a nega-
tive recommendation on this.”

Balakier then added another consid-
eration that came up.

“The previous month, there was a
question, legally, whether or not the ap-
plicant could come in with this proposal
because the applicant is also a city coun-
cilor. So, we had some discussion and
we got a legal opinion that the applicant
could come in and act as the applicant
here, even though they were a city coun-
cilor,” Balakier said. “So, legal gave us
their interpretation of this and the appli-
cant decided to withdraw this proposal.”

Ward 9 Councilor Mary Beth Costel-
lo shared she made the request to with-
draw the proposal and planned to abstain
from the vote.

“I was along with Councilor Dobosz
an applicant, but I will be abstaining. But
I’'m asking that it would be withdrawn
and that there were people in the area
that lived in this particular area on James
Street that were agreeable to the with-
drawal,” Costello said.

The motion passed 9 yes, two out of
chair and with one abstention.

Mayor Vieau submitted City Budget to the City Council for approval

CHICOPEE, MA — Mayor John Vieau
has provided the FY’25 Mayor’s recom-
mended Budget for the City of Chicopee
asking the Council to begin its review pro-
cess and finalization.

The City’s commitment to education
and safety is reflected in the FY’25 budget.
The entire financial team worked together
to address the city’s needs and move Chi-
copee forward based upon our shared goals
and priorities. This year’s budget was chal-
lenging as we tried to provide the expected
service levels and improvements consider-

ing inflation and increased demands.

The grand total FY’25 budget, as sub-
mitted, reflects an increase over last year’s
Budget as approved by City Council of
7.3%. The General Fund “excluding” the
School Department reflects an increase
over last year of 4.0% with the largest in-
crease over the FY’24 Budget being the
Human Resources Budget with an increase
of $1,048,971.31 which is primarily due to
the increased health insurance costs. Other
significant increases in the General Fund
are the Police Budget with an increase of

$737,255, the Retirement Budget with an
increase of $548,172.00, and the City Hall
Maintenance Budget with an increase of
$352,013.32.

The FY’25 School Budget reflects
the Minimum Net School Spending Re-
quirement of $118,431,573 plus the cost
of the lease for the School Admin Build-
ing of $280,200.00 which is not part of Net
School Spending, and the additional fund-
ing coming from the Stabilization Fund for
Educational Purposes of $7,668,342.00.
The increase in school spending is about

$13.4 million, or 11.8%.

The FY’25 Water and Sewer Budgets,
which are self-supporting departments
funded by their own User fees reflect an
Increase of $344,224.44 and a decrease of
$104,251.69 respectively. I thank you for
your attention to this important matter as
we work together to improve our City.

I look forward to working with the
City Council to finalize the Budget for Fis-
cal Year 2025. For More Information:

For further details, please contact
Mike Pise, MPise @chicopeema.gov.

The Most Secure
Storage Available!

Largest Selection of
Climate Controlled Units.

Sizes Available at
the Lowest Prices
in the Area!

Ludlow Seli Storage

Local Family Owned & Managed

BRAND NEW BUILDING!

Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of

291 Moody St., Ludiow

call/text: 413-800-6022 * ludiowselfstorage.com

Bride’s Name:

Announce Your

Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Your wedding or engagement
announcement will be included in our
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

GUIDE

Bride’s Town Residence:

Groom’s Name:

Groom’s Town Residence:

Wedding Date:

Wedding Location:

BRIDAL GUIDE

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM

800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Be sure to include
a high resolution, clear
photograph for printing.
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GRADUATION

Salutatorian Henry Ryczek
addresses the class of 2024 on
graduation day at Chicopee High
School.

2024 Class President DuWayne
Barker reflects on the last four
years of high school and the
adventures ahead.

Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware
shares his advice to the Class of
2024.

CHS Principal David Lemke ad-
dresses the graduating class.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS
Valedictorian Khushi Patel givers
her graduation speech.

CHICOPEE HIGH from page 1

us for the chances and challeng-
es that lie ahead of us.”

Barker also had advice for
the underclassmen: get involved
in the classroom and join orga-
nizations.

“Do not feel like you are be-
ing judged because you are doing
good deeds and supporting your
community. It is an important
aspect of your life that will help
you develop on many levels. Try
something new and join a club.
It’s never too late,” Barker said.

Ryczek credited the high
school for helping him succeed,
encouraging the graduating class
to hold on to their memories
from the last four years.

“As we arrive at the end of
our high school careers, we must
only reflect on the good that has
happened. Remember the memo-
ries you hold within the walls of
Chicopee High School. Remem-
ber the sports you’ve played, the
clubs you participated in and the
achievements you’ve made,” Ry-
czek said. “Use everything you
can from your four years here to

Graduates stand up to be recognized for receiving the Pro Merito Awards, Seal of Biliteracy Awards, induc-
tion into the National Honor Society and graduated from the Health Science Academy, the Criminal Justice

Academy and the EMT Academy.

make the world a better place.
Most importantly, remember to
enjoy life and never take any-
thing for granted. You only live
once so make the most of it. You
will always represent Chicop-
ee High School no matter what
happens. We are Chicopee High
Pacers and nobody else can top
that.”

Patel advised classmates to
persevere and power through the
challenges life throws at them.

“I want you to know that no
matter the size of obstacles life
brings, if you take a step back
and take a deep breath, you’ll
find a little spark within you that
will give you the energy to fight
through,” Patel said. “And I be-
lieve that there’s a spark within
each and every one of us because
humans are the most complex
creatures on this planet. Howev-
er, one simple thing about us is
we have the ability to overcome
every hardship.”

Patel also recalled attending
high school during the pandem-
ic by opening Chromebooks for
online class and later returning
to the classroom, encouraging

Manuel Catala, Noah Galas and Jeliel Rivera Ramos stand at attention
as Neveah Monserrate provides introductions for the Graduates to

Guardians presentation.

URLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The Chicopee High School Chamber Choir performs.

A floral-themed graduation cap
was one of many decorated caps
on graduation day. This cap be-
longed to Leila Yasmin El-Dada.

classmates to live in the mo-
ment and not worry or overthink
about the future or what could go
wrong.

“I now hope to be present
and to make sure I live in the
moment and I definitely want to
soak this one in with all of you,”
Patel said.

After Barker paid tribute
to Lemke, he came on stage to

address the graduating class,
saying, “the world behind high
school is vast and filled with op-
portunities and challenges” and a
strong work ethic, kindness and
integrity will always guide them.

“As you go forth, remem-
ber that you are not alone. You
are part of a community that be-
lieves in you, that supports you
and that will always be here for
you. Your high school experi-
ence has given you a foundation
of knowledge and a network of
relationships that will continue
to be valuable throughout your
whole life,” Lemke said.

Lemke ended his remarks
with this challenge: dream big,
work hard and stay true to your-
self.

“As you move forward, car-
ry the lessons, the friendships
and the memories from your
time here at CHS with you. Your
future’s bright and is yours for
the taking,” Lemke said.

After the presentation of
diplomas, the graduates cheered
and threw their caps up in the air,
signifying the end of one chapter
and the beginning of another.

The parents of Blue Wakefield look on with pride with a homemade
banner and smiles on graduation day at Chicopee High School.

A graduate celebrates as he’s recognized during Chicopee High
School’s graduation ceremony on June 6.
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Chicopee Comprehensive High School Class of 2024 during graduation day.

CCHS 2024 President Nate Deren reflects on high school during his
graduation speech on June 7.

CCHS Salutatorian Andrew Wodecki hugs his mother, Sarah, as his
father, Tom, looks on after receiving the Salutatorian medal on gradu-
ation day.

The Chicopee Comprehensive High School Choir performs.

Various graduation caps decorated by the CCHS Class of 2024 for
graduation.

CHICOPEE COMP from page 1

holds you back. You will nev-
er know when the opportunity
passes you. Take a chance on life
and don’t turn back,” Deren said.

Vieau praised the graduat-
ing class for their “unwavering
resilience and commitment” to
their education, traits which will
“open doors to a world of possi-
bility.”

“Your achievements today
make our community stronger
and much more vibrant. The
pride that you carry as a Chicop-
ee Colt will always be part of
you, wherever your journey may
take you,” Vieau said. “Remem-
ber, the city of Chicopee will
always be your home. A place
where you’ve grown and thrived
and to which we hope you will
always return.”

Ware reflected on how the
graduating class’s journey ‘“has
been anything but ordinary” and
they faced unprecedented chal-
lenges head-on.

“Even though the pandem-
ic reshaped our world, you un-
derstood that there was a new
reality. Yet like colts learning to
navigate a vast and unpredict-
able terrain, you adapted, perse-
vered and made yourself stron-
ger. As we stand at the gateway
of your future, I want to remind
you about the spirit that you en-
dured when you were here as a
colt. I saw the energy, I saw your
determination and I see all your
potential,” Ware said.

Wodecki said when gradu-
ation ends, the class will “enter
into life with a clean slate” and
encouraged everyone to face the
curveballs when they come.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY Grace Dolbow Smlles as she re-

ceives her diploma.

CCHS Salutatorian Andrew Wodecki gives his Salutatorian speech.

“When faced with this prob-
lem, the first instinct of many is
to shut down and just stop. But
when we do this, whenever we
give up in the face of difficulty,
we not only waste our oppor-
tunity, we sell ourselves short
of the truly amazing things we
can accomplish. No matter what
life decides to throw our way,
we must endure. With the right
amount of perseverance and an
indomitable spirit, there is abso-
lutely nothing that can stand in
the way of our success,” Wodec-
ki said.

Zielinski emphasized bal-
ance and making time for the
fun things outside of school.

“My high school experience
was so enjoyable because I gave
myself time to do things that I
loved and stayed true to myself,
almost as a reward for the time
spent working. When it comes
to life balance, we are all able
to decipher what we need more
and less of. Even if you haven’t
done this yet, I encourage you to
take advantage of the opportuni-
ty to do it now- to decipher what

Mayor John Vieau provides re-
marks to the CCHS Class of 2024.

Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware
speaks to the graduating class.

you need to be happy,” Zielinski
said.

Lamothe, a Comp alum,
revisited the 1964 yearbook to
prepare for his speech to find
commonalities between the
Class of 2024 and the Class of
1964.

“The common thread here
is that like the Class of 1964,
you came to Comp with much
uncertainty. Like the Class of
1964, entering a previously un-
occupied building, you started
here in the fall of 2020, with
me as a rookie principal, during
a worldwide pandemic, during
one of the most uncertain times
ever,” Lamothe said. “Together,
along with the last few graduat-
ing classes and our fine faculty
and staff, we were challenged,
we adapted, we pivoted, we
were challenged, we grew, we
overcame...and here we are 4
years later all the stronger for
it.”

Lamothe credited the grad-
uating class for playing “a very
large part” in helping the high
school’s culture bounce back
post-pandemic.

“I want to thank you for
your hard work, over the entirety
of your high school career, from
the opposite side of a Zoom link
from your kitchen tables and
bedrooms in 2020 and 2021, to
all of the excitement, energy,
positivity and smiles that have
filled our hallways more recent-
ly. While it hasn’t always been
easy, [ do thank you and so does
the larger Comp community,”
Lamothe said.

After the graduates re-
ceived their diplomas, the cere-
mony concluded with the new-
est CCHS alums throwing their
caps in the air in celebration with
confetti in the air.
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY

Brendon Armstead shakes hands with Mayor John Vieau after receiv-

ing his diploma.
CHICOPEE ACADEMY from page 1

fresh chapter started into your
adulthood journey,” Ware said.

Cain honored Rose Abbott,
sharing how she’s not afraid to
voice her opinion and advocate
for what is right, leading her to
graduate a year early.

“You should be very proud
of yourself because we are. Rose,
you will forever be an example
of what can be accomplished if a
person sets their mind to it. You
have shown not only current stu-
dents, but future students that the
Academy is not the end but truly
the beginning to accomplishing
your goals,” Cain said.

Borowiec recognized Hesh-
am Al Bakri, citing his kindness.

“In the two years I had the
privilege of being his teacher, he
always showed concern and kind-
ness to his classmates and to me.
In fact, he treated everyone in our
school community with respect,”
Borowiec said. “Hesham, you are
very deserving of a future filled
with happiness, adventure and
success and I wish you only the
best.”

Belanger honored Brendon
Armstead for his determination.

“You have managed to jug-
gle so many responsibilities in
your young life from childcare
to caring for family and friends--
many times at your own sacrifice.
You have a huge heart and spirit,”
Belanger said. “To the point and
most importantly, you stand here
today making me so incredibly
proud to witness this life-chang-
ing achievement and shift into
your next chapter.”

Guyer read a poem to honor
Colin Berry.

Cianna Velazquez beams as she receives her diploma after graduating

from Chicopee Academy on June 5.

Colin Berry shows off his diploma
on graduation day.

Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware
provides remarks to the gradu-
ates.

“You’ve earned your diplo-
ma, so stand tall and free. From
‘How?” to ‘I did it!’--be proud
as can be. Remember the laughs
and learning, you see. You are re-
spected. How--most definitely!”
Guyer said.

Williams said Emily De-
forge was filled with resilience,
determination and strength.

“As you move forward after
today, please remember that life
is like playing cards. There are al-
ways new games to learn, it’s best
to play with those you care about,
keep track of how you doing so
you can reflect and make adjust-
ments, always keep your goals in
mind and never, never give up,’
Williams said.

Next, Rodriguez paid trib-
ute to Nathan Flathers, who he
had as a student during the pan-
demic, and how not only had he
completed high school, but also
earned almost half of his credits
for an associate’s degree at the
same time through the Gateway

The Chicopee High School Air Force Junior ROTC presents the colors.

A group photo with nine of this year’s 11 graduates from Chicopee Academy.

to College program at Holyoke
Community College.

“Watching you grow over
the past few years has been tru-
ly inspiring. You have not only
excelled academically but have
also become a leader and role
model within our school commu-
nity. Your ability to face adversity
head-on and emerge stronger is a
testament to your character and
strength,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez also recognized
Cianna Velazquez, or CC, for her
light and being an embodiment of
joy and energy.

“Your infectious laughter
and positive attitude have been
a constant reminder that high
school is about more than just the
grind--it is about finding the fun
and making the most out of every
moment,” Rodriguez said. “Your
ability to connect with people, to
bring out the best in them and to
spread smiles has made a lasting
impact on everyone around you.”

Johnson honored Leonardo
Gomez and his fighting persever-
ance as he came to the academy
during middle school, bonding
over boxing.

“Boxing served as a met-
aphor for the many things that
defined Leo. He learned how to
move around in school, size up
the opposition he faced whether
academically or personally, and
most importantly, how to stick
and move when working to attain
his credits or getting into just a
little bit of trouble,” Johnson said.
“I hope that Leo continues to per-
severe in his goals to develop a
successful future for himself.”

Bogli, who paid tribute to Jo-
silian Ruiz Arroyo, said she “had
the potential to achieve great

things.”

“Josilian, as you move for-
ward, know that you have the
foundation to achieve anything
you set your mind to. Your suc-
cess in completing your courses
early and graduating ahead of
time is just the beginning. Con-
tinue to embrace challenges, stay
curious and push your boundar-
ies,” Bogli said.

Bohlke, who recognized
Kayshawn Wallace, said he
cares deeply for his family and
the responsibilities that came
with it.

“I am extremely proud of
the hard work that Kayshawn has
been able to do independently
to earn the credits necessary to
graduate. This is a major mile-
stone for him and a product of
his hard work and dedication.
He is now ready to enter the real
world as a high school graduate,”
Bohkle said.

And finally, Dunwell hon-
ored Kyliegh White, saying how
she found her voice just as she
was about to graduate.

“You became especially
skilled at self-advocacy. This is

Kayshawn Wallace smiles with
his diploma.

a remarkable skill that many of
us don’t learn until later in life, if
at all. This skill should serve you
well in all your future endeavors.
I wish you continued success,’
Dunwell said.

After receiving their diplo-
mas, the graduates turned their
tassels to the left, a new chapter
now beginning in their lives.

A family photo of Hesham Al Bakri with his family.
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Devin Slattery, of Ware, makes a play at short for St. Joe’s.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Cam Rivest swings and connects for the Bankers.
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Tri-County season gets underway

PALMER - Though its size
has struggled in recent years, the
Tri-County Baseball League, the
premier adult baseball league in
Western Massachusetts, is back
up to seven teams this year and
the Franklin County is also once
against represented. The venerable
league veteran teams of Peoples-
Bank and St. Joseph’s played their
season opener against one another
at St. Joe’s Field last Friday night.

This year, they are joined by
the Chicopee Falls Tigers, which
made a return to the league two
years ago after a hiatus, bankESB,
which also took a hiatus and re-
turned this season.

The Longmeadow Cardinals
a returning team and Teddy Bear
Pools takes over as the sponsor
for 413ATC. A previous team that
played its games at Frontier Re-
gional High School rejoins the
league this year with a sponsor of
Hilltown Tents. The Bankers are
once again the defending league
champions, and the season will be
an 18-game schedule with each
team facing their opponents three
times each.

St. Joe’s hosted PeopleBank
in its Tri-County opener
last Friday night.

Left-hander Jimmy Flahive fires a pitch to the plate for PeoplesBank.

Theriault makes big impact in
debut for Mutiny

Maddy Theriault, of Palmer, scored three
goals in her Mutiny debut on June 1.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Maddy Theri-
ault scored a total of 143 goals
and had 39 assists during her out-
standing varsity soccer career at
Palmer High School.

Theriault, who’ll be a junior
on the Fairfield University wom-
en’s soccer team in the fall, made
a major impact in her first match
as a member of the New England
Mutiny.

Theriault, who’s a forward,
posted a hat-trick leading the Mu-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Emma Pedolzky starts to move up the field.

tiny to a 7-1 victory in their most
recent home match against the Al-
bany Rush at Lusitano Stadium on
June 1.

“It’s really nice to play for a
very good summer soccer team,”’
said Theriault, who played a match
at Lusitano Stadium for the first
time in more than ten years. “I’'m
very excited to be a member of this
soccer team. It’s close to Palmer
and I get to play with a bunch of
great players. It’s a lot of fun.”
The home victory improved the
Mutiny’s season record to 3-0-0.
They’ve outscored their first three

opponents, 14-3.

The other two Mutiny for-
wards are Chioma Okafor, who
plays soccer at UConn, and Cat
Berry, who plays at the University
of South Carolina.

“Both of them are amazing
soccer players,” Theriault said.
“We work very well together, and
I really enjoy playing on the same
team with them.

Unfortunately, Berry, who re-
corded a hat-trick in the Mutiny’s
previous match against Sporting

See MUTINY page 11

Blue Sox outlast
Nighthawks in extras

HOLYOKE - The Valley
Blue Sox took down the Up-
per Valley Nighthawks 4-1 in
extra innings earlier this week.

In a stalemate 1-1 game
Tuesday night, filled with good
pitching and in/outfield play,
the fifth man in the lineup for
the Upper Valley Nighthawks
Chris Baillargeon walks up
to the plate where he’d be
0-3 so far on the night. On a
2-2 count, Conor Wolf stares
down Baillargeon and delivers
a fastball down the middle that
Baillargeon crushes into left.
The Blue Sox watched with
all the hard work they’d done
throughout the game hanging
in the balance on one hit, as
it soared past the infield and
to the back wall. However,
left-fielder Jack Basseer had
other plans for the Blue Sox
as he rose up to make a fantas-
tic grab at the wall to give the
Blue Sox the second out of the
inning, and eventually giving
the Nighthawks another score-
less inning.

This game remained 1-1
through nine innings, forcing
an exhilarating 10th inning.
On an added note, the New
England Collegiate Baseball
League (NECBL) does not
play traditional extra innings
as the MLB does. With a run-
ner on second base at the start
of each half, both teams have

opportunities to score with
this extra advantage.

With Logan Hugo on third
base after he stole a base in the
top of 10th, Michael Toth hits
a sacrifice single as Hugo runs
home. After a late throw home
from the pitcher, Hugo is ruled
safe and the stalemate from
the second inning is finally
broken. Shortly after, Justin
Butler hit a massive double
as well, bringing both Frankie
Ferrentino and Michael Toth
home to increase the lead to
4-1, sealing the win for the
Blue Sox.

“I just dug in my normal
approach that I have,” Butler
said. “It’s been working out
for me but surely out tonight,
so happy to happen and glad
the Sox gotta win for sure.”

To recap the win, Grego-
ry Shaw started on the mound
for the Blue Sox, pitching over
four innings with four strike-
outs and only giving up one
earned run off three hits.

Upper Valley did not go
down without a fight either,
with Joseph Purcell starting
the game on the mound. Pur-
cell also only gave up one
earned run off three hits in
three innings. It was a sol-
id game for the senior out of
Slippery Rock University, but

See BLUE SOX page 11
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SPORTS

T-Birds name assistant
coaches for upcoming season

ST. LOUIS, MO — Springfield
Thunderbirds General Manager Kev-
in Maxwell announced today that the
team has hired Jaroslav Modry and Chad
Wiseman as assistant coaches. They join
head coach Steve Konowalchuk on the
new coaching staff for the 2024-25 sea-
son.

Modry, 53, joins the Thunder-

birds for his second tour of duty
as an assistant coach in
the AHL. He served
in the same capaci-
ty with the Ontario
Reign from 2017-20.
Since 2021, Last season,
he served as the head
coach for HC Kometa
Brno.

During his playing ca-
reer, Modry skated in 725 NHL games
as a defenseman for six different teams
(NJD, LAK, OTT, ATL, DAL, PHI),
recording 250 points (49g, 201a) and
510 penalty minutes. He also captured
a Calder Cup championship with the
Albany River Rats in 1995. Modry was
originally a ninth-round pick by the New
Jersey Devils (179th overall) in the 1990
NHL Draft.

Wiseman, 43, joins the Thunder-

birds following two seasons as the head

coach for the Guelph Storm in the Ontar-

io Hockey League, where he compiled

a 68-56-12 record and led the Storm to

back-to-back playoff appearances. He

previously served as an assistant and as-

sociate coach in Guelph from 2018-22.

Wiseman also brings prior head

coaching experience, serving

in that capacity with the New

York (Metropolitan)

Riveters in the Na-

tional Women’s

Hockey  League

from 2015-18.

Wiseman enjoyed

a 14-year playing ca-

reer, including parts of

11 seasons in the AHL

for six different franchises.

The forward set a career-high with 59

points (24g, 35a) in 2009-10 as a mem-

ber of the Springfield Falcons. In 603

lifetime AHL games, Wiseman posted

431 points (171g, 260a) and 560 penal-

ty minutes. He also skated in nine NHL

games with the New York Rangers and

San Jose Sharks between 2002 and 2006.

Wiseman was originally an eighth-round

pick by the Sharks (246th overall) in the
2000 NHL Draft.

Registration now open to take
part in Bay State Games

WOBURN - Registration for
the 42nd annual Bay State Summer
Games is now open. The 2024 Sum-
mer Games will include thirty sports
with competitions from May 11 — July
27 at venues throughout eastern and
central Massachusetts including Game
On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports Insti-
tute in Wellesley, Union Point Sports
Complex in Weymouth, and North Star
Ice Sports in Westborough. Bay State
Games participants range in age from
5 to over age 75 and represent more
than 300 Massachusetts communities
as well as surrounding New England
States in some sports. From grassroots
participants to accomplished amateur
athletes, the Bay State Games provide
opportunities for the athlete in all of us.

Seven high school showcase sports
will take place for a variety of sports,
including baseball, basketball, field
hockey, ice hockey, soccer, softball,
and volleyball. Athletes currently in
grade 8-11 who live or go to school
in Massachusetts are eligible to at-
tend regional tryouts during the month
of June. These tryouts will determine
teams representing the various regions
of the Commonwealth that will com-
pete against each other in July. Check

each sport page for specific eligibility
requirements.

The Summer Games include a
wide variety of individual sports in-
cluding swimming, track & field, figure
skating, pickleball, wrestling, weight-
lifting, badminton, and more. These
sports are open to a wide range of ages
and skill levels from youth participants
to masters-aged athletes. Adaptive
sport divisions in archery, swimming,
and track & field are offered, as well.
Bay State Games also organizes tour-
naments for pre-existing teams in rug-
by, and 6v6 field hockey.

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis
will take place on June 1 at PingPod
in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from
the Summer Games sport lineup. New
venues include Babson College, which
will host the Girls Basketball Show-
case, and NorthStar Ice Sports, which
will host Figure Skating and the Girls
Ice Hockey Showcase. Game On in
Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue for
eight sports. Bay State Games expects
1,500 athletes and their families to at-
tend competitions at Game On during
the second week of July.

For questions, email info@bay-
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555.

MUTINY from page 9

CT, will be heading back to South Carolina
in a couple of weeks.

Okafor, who plays at UConn, is also
a first-year Mutiny player. She netted the
only goal of the opening half during the
fifth minute.

The scoring play began with Berry
sending a pass from the left side to Theri-
ault, whose shot attempt was deflected
away by Albany goalie Molly DiCarrio,
who made a couple of key saves during the
first half.

Okafor was in the right spot to knock
home the rebound shot giving the Mutiny
an early 1-0 advantage.

Berry had several shots on goal during
the final 40 minutes of the first half, but
they were saved by DiCarrio, who plays
soccer at Clarkson University.

The Mutiny was still leading 1-0 at
halftime.

Less than five minutes into the second
half, Okafor was fouled in the box and the
Mutiny were awarded a penalty kick from
referee Stephanie MacFarland.

It was an all-female official crew. The
two assistant referees were Julia Connor,
and Diana Kolodziey, who’s the Director
of the prestigious Pioneer Summer Soccer
League, along with her husband, Chris.
The fourth official was Meghan Litten.

Mutiny midfielder Avery Klin-
gensmith, who plays college soccer at
American University, stepped up to the
line and delivered a line-drive shot into the
upper right corner of the net.

Klingensmith, who graduated from
Belchertown High School, and Theriault
faced each other a couple of times during
their varsity careers.

“I played soccer against Maddy at the
youth level and in high school, so it’s great
to finally be playing on the same team
with her,” Klingensmith said. “Maddy is a
very hard worker, and she had a hat-trick
in tonight’s game. I think it’s awesome to
have a lot of the local players playing for
this team.”

Theriault scored her first goal wearing
a Mutiny uniform during the 59th minute.

Avery Klingensmith takes a shot.

The initial shot which was taken by
Jess Mazo was saved by DiCarrio, but
Theriault put home the rebound shot.

“I just knew the ball was going to
ricochet off the goalie, so I just wanted to
get in the right position to score a goal,”
Theriault said. “It felt very nice to score
my first goal with this team.”

About sixth minutes later, Theriault
fired a left footed shot into the back of
the net from the middle of the box, which
gave her new soccer team a commanding
4-0 lead. Mazo was credited with the as-
sist.

After receiving a pass from Berry,
Theriault completed her hat-trick by scor-
ing another goal during the 69th minute.
She came out of the game at that point.

“It’s very exciting scoring my first
hat-trick with this team,” Theriault said.
“I was just in the right place at the right
time. I’'m just glad that I could help my
team win tonight’s game.”

Mutiny head coach Federico Molinari
was impressed with Theriault’s perfor-
mance.

“This was the first game that Maddy
was on the roster, and she did very well,”
Molinari said. “We played a lot better in

BLUE SOX from page 9

in the end the Blue Sox took this game
from the Nighthawks through their brick
wall of a defense in the in/outfield.

“It was a very gritty game and you

got to tip our cap to the pitching staff of
the Nighthawks and even their hitters,
too,” Butler said. “I mean, they swung it
well and they pitched so well. So it was
just that we had to score more than them,
and luckily we came out on top tonight.”

the second half.”

Mazo, who also played college soccer
at UConn last year, scored a goal, which
was assisted by Berry, during the 71st
minute.

The Mutiny’s final goal of the home
match was scored by Catie Bean.

Just when it looked like Mutiny goal-
ie Katrina Chorzepa would post her first
shutout of the regular season, Ruth Ho-

%
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Jess Mazo tries to settle the ball.

taling netted a stoppage time goal for the
Rush (0-2-0).

The Mutiny will be playing their
first road match of the season against the
Maine Footy on Saturday night. Their next
home match will be against the Hudson
Valley Crusaders at 7pm on June 15.

N

DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,
there will be an
EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, June 27

— Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com
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IN THE CITY

IN THE CLASSROOM

Chicopee Public Library hosts
Programs for Kids and Families

CHICOPEE - Each month the Chi-
copee Public Library hosts a variety of
free programs for children and families.
The Youth Services Department seeks to
provide opportunities for entertainment
and enrichment that explore literacy and
promote creativity.

Here is the slate of events for June
2024.

The Library’s All Ages Playgroup
will be held in the children’s room on Sat-
urdays, June 15 and 22 from 1 to 2 p.m.
While the children’s room playspace is
always available to kids and families vis-
iting the library, during playgroup there
are extra toys to explore. It is a great time
for families to meet up and play.

Little Movers will be held in the
children’s program room on Friday,
June 21 at 11 a.m. Babies crawling to 24
months and their caregivers are invited to
join us for free play followed by circle
time exploring songs, fingerplays and
movement.

The Chicopee Library’s Summer
Reading Program begins on June 24.
This year, the question is “Chicopee, Did
you read today?” Kids, teens, adults and
everybody of every age is invited to read
every day from June 24 to August 16 and
enjoy fun programs at the library!

Stop by the Kids Room from 3 to
5 p.m. on Monday June 24 for a Sum-
mer Reading Kickoff. There will be fun
and games around the room, including
a sensory walk, a scavenger hunt, and
a giant sticker poster. Kids Room staff
will be available to help get you regis-
tered for Summer Reading and then you
can stock up on library books so you

can read every day.

Summer Dance Parties will be held
every other Tuesday morning. The first
one will be on Tuesday, June 25 at 10:30
a.m. Join in to move and groove. Geared
for kids five and under, but older kids are
welcome!

The library will host a Learn to
Draw Watch Party, where an online event
and drawing lesson will be streamed on
the big screen in the Community Room
at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 25. All ages
welcome. Join illustrator Jason Chin, il-
lustrator for iREAD 2024 and illustrator
of Life After Whale: the Amazing Eco-
system of a Whale Fall, coming in June,
as well as Tara Audibert of JoJo Makoons
Fancy Pants and graphic novelist Rachel
Dinunzio, author of Forsynthia: Rise of
the Cupcakes. Drawing supplies will be
provided. This event is brought to you by
Baker & Taylor.

On Wednesday, June 26 at 2 p.m.,
the library will host Taiko Thunder, a
high energy Japanese drumming perfor-
mance by Odaiko New England. Fans of
anime and manga, and fans of big drums
should not miss this one! Registration is
Required. Contact the Kids Room to sign
up. This program is supported by a grant
from the Chicopee Cultural Council, a
local agency, which is supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Visit the Chicopee Public Library all
summer long for storytime, art projects,
performances, concerts and more!

For more information about the li-
brary and all of the upcoming events, vis-
it www.chicopeepubliclibrary.org.
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Gabriella Trznadel graduates from
College of the Holy Cross

\WORCESTER - Gabriella Trznadel
of Chicopee received a bachelor of arts de-
gree Summa Cum Laude from College of
the Holy Cross.

Trznadel is among 751 bachelor of
arts degree recipients Holy Cross celebrat-
ed at its 178th Commencement held in per-
son on Friday, May 24 at the DCU Center
in Worcester. Dr. Laurie Leshin, director
of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory and
former president of Worcester Polytechnic
Institute delivered this year’s address to
the Class of 2024 and received an honor-
ary degree.

In her remarks, Leshin spoke about
the forward-looking, visionary pioneers
who have paved the way for space explo-
ration success throughout the years, and

stressed the importance of being audacious
and pushing boundaries.

“So this is my challenge to you, Class
of 2024 - to dare mighty things together,”
said Leshin. “You certainly inherit an im-
perfect world. A planet, a society, with
flaws. But I have faith in you.

“You have the vision. You have the
intelligence and the drive. And if you can
you think big, pursue audacious ideas,
and do so with passion and commitment,
mind-blowing things are possible.”

In addition to Leshin, Holy Cross also
awarded an honorary degree to Rev. Paul
F. Harman, S.J., a longtime Holy Cross
administrator who played a key role in
the College’s transition to coeducation 50
years ago.

Colleges announce Dean’s Lists

Robert Trigilio makes
Le Moyne College Spring
2024 Dean’s List

SYRACUSE, N.Y. - Robert Trig-
ilio, a Political Science major from
Chicopee, has been named to the Le
Moyne College Spring 2024 Dean’s
List. To make the list, students must
achieve a GPA of 3.5 or above.

Located in a suburban setting on
a picturesque 160-acre campus in Syr-
acuse, N.Y., Le Moyne College is one
of only 27 Jesuit colleges and universi-
ties in the United States. Offering more
than 30 majors, Le Moyne provides a
values-based education that helps stu-
dents explore their potential through
academics, experience and service. In
2023, for the 11th consecutive year, Le
Moyne was ranked by The Princeton
Review as one of the nation’s best in-
stitutions for undergraduate education,
an honor achieved by only 15 percent
of the colleges and universities in the
nation. A Le Moyne education provides
students with the intellectual skills nec-
essary to succeed in the world and the
will to use their abilities to promote a
more just society.

Lasell University
students named to
Spring 2024 Dean’s List

NEWTON - The Spring 2024
Dean’s List includes students who have
completed at least 12 credits as a full-
time student in that semester and have
achieved a semester GPA of 3.5 or
higher.

The following Chicopee students
were named to the Lasell Dean’s List:
Callahan Bullens, Grace DuBois,
Chloe Galipeau and Blaize Mack.

Local students named
to Spring 2024 Dean’s
List at URI

KINGSTON, R.I. - The University
of Rhode Island is pleased to announce
the Spring 2024 Dean’s List. Students
named to the Dean’s List represent
nearly all of Rhode Island’s cities and
towns, all six New England states, New
York and New Jersey, and many other
states and countries.

The following students from Chi-
copee made the Dean’s List this se-
mester: Max Morgado, Nathan Conde-

Haney, Ameena King, Romeo Brooks,
Ava Lapa, Madi Hartling and Taryn
Langlois.

To be included on the Dean’s List,
full-time students must have complet-
ed 12 or more credits for letter grades
which are GPA applicable during a
semester and achieved at least a 3.30
quality point average. Part-time stu-
dents qualify with the accumulation
of 12 or more credits for letter grades
which are GPA applicable earning at
least a 3.30 quality point average.

Springfield College
recognizes Dean’s List
students for the 2024

Spring Semester

SPRINGFIELD - Springfield
College named the following Chicop-
ee students to the dean’s list for aca-
demic excellence for the 2024 spring
semester:

Gabrielle Aube, who has a prima-
ry major of Health Science / Pre-PA.

Mackenzie Feeley, who has a pri-
mary major of Health Science / Pre-
OT.

Israel Gonzalez, who has a prima-
ry major of Psychology.

Adam Hollister, who has a prima-
ry major of Criminal Justice.

Nathan Machnacz, who has a pri-
mary major of Health Science / Pre-
PT.

Aryana Morales, who has a pri-
mary major of General Studies.

Lilianna Nichols, who has a pri-
mary major of Dance.

Corey Raftery, who has a primary
major of Communication/Sport Jour-
nalism.

James Rego, who has a primary
major of Accounting.

Samantha Robak, who has a pri-
mary major of Health Science / Pre-

Andrea Samson, who has a prima-
ry major of Pre-Prof Athletic Training.

Elizabeth Santos, who has a pri-
mary major of Social Work.

Trevor Seidell-Poirier, who has a
primary major of Physical Education.

Trinity Sperry, who has a primary
major of Public Health.

Garret Theberge, who has a pri-
mary major of Exercise Science / Ap-
plied ES.

Genesis Torres, who has a prima-
ry major of Psychology.

Butterscotch Wilder, who has a
primary major of Art Therapy.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

SALE OF MOTOR
VEHICLES
Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by
Interstate Towing, Inc. pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L.
c. 255, section 39A, that on
June 21, 2024, at Interstate
Towing, Inc the following
Motor Vehicles will be sold
at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon
for storage, towing charges,
care and expenses of notices
and sale of said vehicles.

2002 Chevrolet Silverado
VIN: IGCEK14T12Z150210
Amy-Lynn Winch

16 S Longyard Rd.
Southwick, MA 01077

2003 Honda Odyssey

VIN: SFNRL18043B066677
Raul Bracetty

85 Beech St

Lowell, MA 01850

2004 Pontiac Vibe

VIN: 5Y2SM648047430631
Paul Doucette

153 Dicenzo Blvd
Marlborough, MA 01752

2006 Chevrolet Hhr

VIN: 3GNDA23P36S661243
Brittany Tobey-Bowers

27 Overlook Dr.

Springfield, MA 01118

2009 Buick Enclave

VIN: 5SGAEV23D39J171528
Angel Ortiz Tirado

5348 Millenia Blvd 7102
Orlando, FL 32839

2015 Kia Soul

VIN: KNDIN2A21F7213668
Hiram Vargas

32 Main St.

Ware, MA 01081

2015 Kia Soul

VIN: KNDIN2A21F7213668
Hiram Vargas

32 Main St.

Wales, MA 01081

Moped
VIN:.LEYTDNPASBMO020545
Colby Hudson

59 Main St.

Coeymans, NY 12045

06/07, 06/14, 06/21/2024

CHICOPEE CITY
COUNCIL ZONING
COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee
of the Chicopee City Council
will hold a public hear-
ing Wednesday, June 26,
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the
Chambers, 4th floor, City
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street.,

Chicopee, MA 01013 to dis-
cuss the following:

Special Permit applica-
tion under Chapter 275-51.1
for the purpose of membrane
covered structure storage of
a boat. Approx — 22 ft — 10
ft. located at 2 Daniel Drive.
Applicant-Duane Mitchell, 2
Daniel Drive, Chicopee, MA
01013.

The plans/application can
be viewed on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The June 26, 2024 Zoning
Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via
zoom and in person. Zoom
credentials are available upon
request by calling (413) 594-
1435 M-F 8:30 AM - 5 PM
or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials
related to this proposal are on
file in the Office of the City
Council, Chicopee City Hall,
274 Front Street, (plans and
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications. You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki @chicopeema.gov.
06/07, 06/14/2024

CHICOPEE CITY
COUNCIL ZONING
COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee
of the Chicopee City Council
will hold a public hear-
ing Wednesday, June 26,
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the
Chambers, 4th floor, City
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street.,
Chicopee, MA 01013 to dis-
cuss the following:

Special Permit applica-
tion under Chapter 275-67
due to the fact that the sub-
ject parcel is located entirely
within the Mill Conversion
and Commercial Center
Overlay District. The pro-
posed residential develop-
ment is allowed by Special
Permit with the City Council
located at 105 East Street.
Waivers requested (1) waiver
from section 275-67(G)(2)(d)
(3) for a historical narrative
prepared by a preservation
consultant (2) waiver from
section 275-67(G)(2)(d)(6)
from a traffic impact study.
Applicant — PREM, LLC c/o

Dennis Patel, 36 Yarmouth
Dr., Agawam, MA 01001.

The plans/application can
be viewed on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The June 26, 2024 Zoning
Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via
zoom and in person. Zoom
credentials are available upon
request by calling (413) 594-
1435 M-F 8:30 AM - 5 PM
or by email at aczarniecki @
chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials
related to this proposal are on
file in the Office of the City
Council, Chicopee City Hall,
274 Front Street, (plans and
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications. You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
06/07, 06/14/2024

SALE OF MOTOR
VEHICLES

Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by
Interstate Towing, Inc. pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L.
c. 255, section 39A, that on
June 14, 2024, at Interstate
Towing, Inc the following
Motor Vehicles will be sold
at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon
for storage, towing charges,
care and expenses of notices
and sale of said vehicles

1978 Theu Trailer
VIN: 3N54779
Caravan Inc

3278 W Cedar St.
Allentown, PA 18104

2008 Acura Rdx

VIN: 5J8TB18568A014487
Kiana Gonzalez

309 Tokeneke Rd
Holyoke, MA 01040

2009 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB61E09L631653
Zachary Lasky

15 Pleasant St Apt 1
Westfield, MA 01085

2018 Ford Escape

VIN: IFMCUOGDS8JUC90083
Dorothy Thomas

39 Massachusetts Ave
Springfield, MA 01109

2004 Cadillac Escalade
VIN:IGYEK63NX4R273453
Wilmer Parker

52 Pendleton Avea
Springfield, MA 01109

e haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

— RAY HALUCH INC. —

1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA

583-6508

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

2

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

2007 Honda Fit Sport

VIN: JHMGD38677S031448
Cosmo Casamassa Jr.

63 Main St.

Charlton, MA 01507

2010 Infiniti Ex35

VIN: INIAJOHP7AM701876
Joanne Delgado

887 Lincoln St.

Franklin, MA 02038

2006 Honda Civic

VIN: IHGFA 168561060519
Nicholas Grieco

64 Ridgemont St 1

Alliston, MA 02134

1989 Mercedes-Benz 420 Sel
VIN:
WDBCA35D5KA434109
Gregg Moffitt

2 Bel Air St

Worcester, MA 01609

2004 Pontiac Montana
VIN:IGMDXO03E64D211038
Cameron Gagnon

268 Palmer Rd Trlr 14
Monson, MA 01057

2007 Lexus Es 350
VIN:JTHBJ46G 172094646
Elizabeth Acevedo

65 E Allen Rdge Rd
Springfield, MA 01118

2017 Volvo Vn Vnlaa

VIN: 4V4NCI9TK2HN980719
Genesis PA Trucking Corp
3278 W Cedar St.

Allentown, PA 18104

2008 Honda Odyssey

VIN: SENRL38688B045550
J M Sanchez Devalentin
6419 Palmetto St.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

05/31, 06/07, 06/14/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P061SEA
Estate of:
Irene Jean Lacroix
Also known as:
Irene J Lacroix
Date of Death: 02/16/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Debra J Maurer
of Granby, MA requesting

that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Debra J Maurer of
Granby, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 07/03/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: June 05, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
06/14/2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
Hampden, ss.
Superior Department

Civil Action No.:2479CV107
COMPLAINT
Mikhail Okhrimenko
Plaintiff
Vvs.

Rose Mortgage, Inc.
Defendant
ORDER OF NOTICE

This matter came before
the court upon the Plaintiff’s
motion for an order of notice,
it is:

Ordered, ahd adjudged
that an order of notice issue
to the Defendant and to any
others claiming an inter-
est in a mortgage given by
Arthur Benoit and Edna C.
Barton to Rose Mortgage,
Inc. on or about September
23, 2005 which was record-
ed on or about November
2, 2005 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry
of Deeds at Book 15464,
Page 89 encumbering the
land located at 6 Mount
Carmel Avenue, Chicopee,
Massachusetts 01013, by
publishing an attested copy
of this order once each week
forthree consecutive weeks
in the Chicopee Register, a
newspaper published within
the City of Chicopee, at least
fourteen (14) days before
July 12 2024, and that all
named and unnamed defen-
dants do cause an appearance
to be entered and an answer
or other responsive pleading
be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of Superior Court, in
Springfield, Hamdpen County
on or before July 12, 2024.
If you, the above named
defendant, or any unnamed
defendant fails to do so, judg-
ment by default will be taken
against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.

Unless otherwise provid-
ed by Rule 13(a) your answer
must state as a counterclaim
any claim which you have
against the plaintiff, which
arises out of the matter, trans-
action or occurrence that is
the subject of the plaintiff’s
claim or you will thereafter
be barred from making such
claim in any other action.

By the Court

Edward J. McDonough, Jr.

Entered: 6/7/24

Attorney for the Plaintiff
Brian Shea
430 Main Street,
Suite 3
Agawam, MA 01001
06/14, 06/21, 06/28/2024

ﬁﬁ**************ﬁﬁ**

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, June 27

— Thank you!
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

Bundles - Kiln Dried Firewood
Only $5 per bundle! Pick up at Kib-
be’s Firewood

229 Somers Rd, Hampden MA
01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

14 FOOT STEP LADDER; radial
arm table saw; hydraulic conduit bend-
ers; portable grinders 7” and 12”; wire
puller; assorted knock out punches.
413-658-8535, 413-967-5065.

FOR SALE

* 14’ step ladder

* Radial arm table saw
 Hydraulic conduit benders

* Portable grinders 7” & 12”

* Wire pullers

* Assorted Knock Out Punches

413-658-8535
413-967-5065

Call us at 413.283.8393

LOVESEAT, black leather. Very good
condition. No smokers, no pets. $150
or best offer. (413) 668-4369.

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale:
Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off
Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s

WANTED TO BUY

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy Looking to purchase
large quantities of old stone walls.
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone
(978)807-0746

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares,
tools and more! Saturday, June
15th, 9:00am-3:00pm

JUNE 22-JUNE 23, 9AM-4PM.
22 Victoria Lane, Wilbraham.
Moving sale, home items, books,

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

cookbooks, clothing, unique items, fur- 413-531-1936

niture, artwork. CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
NO “TAG” TAG SALE!

Everything must go. Make me an offer. ARA JUNK

NO reasonable price refused! Some- FURNITURE

thing (hopefully) for everyone: books, REMOVAL

appliances, kitchenware, accessories,
household equipment, jewelry, salon
equipment, misc., etc. Sat., June
15, 9am-1pm; Sun., June 16,
9am-5pm. No early birds please.
186 Pine St., Holyoke.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.

Indian Orchard, MA

BUY

LOCALLY
Suppont oun communiyl

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Call Pete 413-433-0356.

2***x*xxxx\ & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. Tim
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING

“FIX UP THAT OLD DRIVEWAY”
or install a new one!

No job is too smalll Over 35 years
experience. Warranty’s available. Ful-
ly insured. Military/senior discounts
available.
Call/text Asphalt Architecture,
508-444-0950
email: asphaltisus@gmail.com.

STANLEY AND SONS PAVING.
Driveways, parking lots, roadways,
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount,
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

KEEP IT PAINTING - Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too.
Specializing in all aspects of quality
painting and staining. 25 years ex
perience. Free consultation. Steve
(413)477-8217

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Be:

A

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

%
-
m T

wesT NORTH
BROOKFELD | BROOKFELD)

o

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
TREE SERVICES
Locally owned and fully insured
Call anytime (413) 813-5778
Neilsen’s ATM - Ron Neilsen

TUNE UPS

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP
& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470
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IN THE CITY

Gomez announces SAFE & Senior SAFE
Grants for Hampden district

BOSTON - State Sen. Adam
Gomez (D-Springfield) joins
Governor Maura Healey and Sec-
retary of Public Safety Terrence
Reidy in announcing FY24 grants
funds for the Student Awareness
of Fire Education (SAFE) and
Senior SAFE programs for the
cities of Chicopee and Spring-
field. The SAFE and Senior
SAFE grant programs promote
fire and life safety education for
children and older adults, who are
most vulnerable to burns, injury,
and death stemming from fires
and related hazards.

“The continued funding of

fire & life safety education for
some of the most vulnerable to
fire related tragedies, school-age
children and older adults, has led
to a safer Commonwealth,” said
Senator Gomez. “I am thankful to
Secretary Reidy and the Healey-
Driscoll administration for these
life-saving investments in the
Hampden district.”

Since 1995, the Department
of Fire Services’ Student Aware-
ness of Fire Education (SAFE)
grant program has supported
firefighter-educators who deliver
age-appropriate fire safety ed-
ucation to kids and teens across

Massachusetts. The SAFE grants
have correlated with a decline
of about 80% in Massachu-
setts child fire fatalities and the
longest period without a child
fire death in the history of the
Commonwealth. Today, it is our
seniors who face the most dis-
proportionate risk of dying in a
fire: the Senior SAFE program
was launched in FY 14 to provide
them with the tools and knowl-
edge to live safely.

For more information, please
contact Senator Gomez’s office
at Adam.Gomez@MASenate.
gov.

Mount Tom State Reservation

Summer

HOLYOKE - Mt Tom
State Reservation has entranc-
es on Routes 5 and 141 on the
Easthampton/Holyoke line. All
programs are FREE and admis-
sion to the park is FREE after
4:30 p.m. on Saturdays. We meet
at the picnic table next to the
playground. Bring water (none
is available) and bug spray. For
more info email to J6663@
netzero.net

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Se-
nior Hike- A one hour hike on

Events

easy trails.

Tuesdays at 1 p.m. Ad-
vanced Hike for Seniors- one to
two hour hike on all trails. We go
slower and take many breaks in
consideration of the age group.
Both hikes are FREE.

Starting in July, Saturdays
at 6:00 p.m. Family programs
with a different topic each
week. Come eat your dinner at
a picnic table at 4:30 p.m. or so
and then join in on the program
at 6 p.m.
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FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
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CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
Length 33; 2 Slide Outs, rear kitch-
en, sleeps 4, Lots of storage. $17,500.
Brimfield (413)374-1880

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL
PUPPIES AKC REG. 8 weeks
Black/White,first shot, vet checked.
Adult female/Male Liver/Wh TRI col-
ored looking to rehome. 413-596-
8190

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER, Salt/
Pepper male. 7 Yrs. Current on vacci-
nations. Very friendly, good with other
pets. $200. 413-782-2305

ASPALT PAVING AND
MAINTENANCE INC OF
MONSON, MA IS HIRING!

Office manager * Construction Payroll
Highly organized *Detail Oriented
*Multitasking *Excellent
Communication & Problem Solving
Quickbooks/Excel/Outlook/Paychex

Full benefits
Send Resume with Salary
Requirements to
info@apmipaving.com

MA LICENSED ELECTRICIAN.
Full or part-time position available at
established local electrical service
company. Competitive pay & benefits.
Call 978-852-8562.

PT BARTENDER $9.50/hr plus tips.
Contact Laurie M-F 12-5pm, 413-
583-4055 or Susan 413-348-8347
anytime.

DRIVERS

INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS
SEEKING A DRIVER for deliveries
in Western Mass area. Qualifications
include: clean driving record; ability
to lift heavy weights; stable job histo-
ry; good communication skills; high
work standards & strong self-organi-
zational skills. Apply in person 8 am-
5pm M-F 9am-12pm Sat. 230
Chauncey Walker Street (Rte
21) Belchertown

LAND FOR SALE

LOT 100A FOR SALE. Holland
Reservoir, small surveyed ROW wa-
terfront lot with dock and boat ramp.
508-868-6157.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

OFFICE FOR RENT: Montgomery
Market Place, 46 Main Rd., Montgom-
ery. Lovely & spacious, $450/mo. In-
cludes utilities. Call 413-977-6277.
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Call us at 413.283.8393

EARLY

- DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

the Classifieds have an
EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, June 27 g

Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley. com

Digital Photos

e
Ay

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently

ran in one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of

obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

or feature stories of
towns and cities.

Turley Publications seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/

* Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St.,
or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

Turley B

o<
L
‘\

Visit us on
the web
www.turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

local interest for various

Palmer, MA 01069

Publi

www.turley.com

ca‘uons IncC.
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IN THE CITY

Bowie School visits Station 8

BeatleMania at

RiverMills

CHICOPEE - The Council on Aging
will host the program “BeatleMania” on
Friday, June 28 at 1:30 p.m. at Chicopee
Council on Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5
West Main St.

Immerse yourself in timeless melo-
dies from the Fab 4- featuring hires like
Hey Jude, Let It Be, Eleanor Rigby and
more. This program is sponsored in part
by the Chicopee Cultural Council, a local
agency sponsored by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state agency. You
must register in advance.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT
CHICOPEE - Students from Bowie Elementary School visited Station 8 on June 6 for a fun, educational field trip about the fire depart-

ment!

Summer Carnival at

RiverMills

CHICOPEE - The Council on Aging
will have a Summer Carnival on Tuesday,
June 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. with a Rain Date
of Thursday, June 27 at Chicopee Coun-
cil on Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 West
Main St.

Join us for our Third Annual Sum-
mer Carnival. Come try your hand at some
games, eat some carnival treats and sit
back, relax and enjoy a summer night with
your friends at RiverMills Center. Tickets
are $10 and include a hamburger, hot dog,
chips, drink and ice cream. All other con-
cessions and game tickets will be available
to purchase at the time of the event. There
will be no formal time for dinner, but ticket

sales are limited.

CFD and CPD take part in Safety Day

There will be music by DJ Luis D on
the patio and some other fun carnival enter-
tainment! This is a senior center event and
it open to anyone 55 and older. You must

register in advance at RiverMills Center.

Raising a Reader

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Chi-
copee Family & Community Program is
currently hosting a “Raising A Reader”
Family Shared reading program.

The program is for families with
children from infant to five years old.

Let’s get together for fun activities
that develop reading readiness and social
emotional skills!Take home a red bag
each week with books to borrow.

The program takes place on Wednes-
days, 4 to 5 p.m. at HCS Head Start the
first and third Wednesday of the month at
41 Commercial St., Holyoke.

Please call or email Shane at Shan-
eW @headstart.org or 413-310-1632.

This program is funded by the Co-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE — The fire and police departments participated in a Safety Day event at Westover Job Corps on May 23.
During the event, students took part in Stop the Bleed Training, received training in naloxone use, attended a Hands Only CPR

demonstration, watched a K-9 demonstration from the police department, observe a vehicle extrication demonstration from the fire
department, enjoyed ice cream and more.
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ordinated Family and Community En-
gagement (CFCE) grant awarded to HCS
Head Start by the Department of Early
Education and Care.

Tell Us What |
You Think

' 4

Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
Participate in our opinion pages,
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Chicopee Register
Your Communify Newspaper

www.chicopeeregister.turley.com
chicopeeregister@turley.com e 413.283.8393
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