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COMMUNITY

Chicopee raises Polish flag
to mark St. Joseph's Day

Polish heritage and pride was on full display in Chicopee during the St. Joseph’s Day Flag-Raising ceremony on March 19.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Resi-
dents, community mem-
bers, local elected officials,
seventh and eighth-grade
students from St. Stanis-
laus School and many more
gathered outside city hall on
March 19 to raise the Polish
flag for St. Joseph’s Day.

St. Joseph’s Day hon-

ors St. Joseph, the husband
of Mary and the Earth father
of Jesus Christ, recognizing
his role as a model in faith,
family and work, specifical-
ly for fathers and workers.
Mayor John Vieau re-
flected on the city’s Pol-
ish heritage and St. Joseph
as “a revered figure in the
Catholic Church” and rep-
resenting the virtues of
protection, guidance, obe-
dience and faithfulness.

“This day is an oppor-
tunity for individuals to re-
flect on his role as a stead-
fast protector, provider, for
the Holy Family. Devotees
often mark occasions with
special Masses, feasts and
acts of charity, embodying
the spirit and compassion
and humility that St. Joseph
represents,” Vieau said.
“Whether through commu-
nal celebrations or personal
reflection, St. Joseph’s Day

is a meaningful time to em-
brace values of dedication
and selflessness.”

City Assessor Victor
Anop noted the large crowd
for the flag-raising and Pol-
ish National Credit Union.

“The main thing is the
biggest crowd of the year
is for the Polish and the
Portuguese  flag-raisings,
so welcome,” Anop said.
“The Polish National Cred-
it Union, they’re our local

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVER

jewel and Mr. Kelly from
the Credit Union, they al-
ways support everything the
city of Chicopee does.”
Zaneta Grasakis, a
branch manager at Polish
National Credit Union,
shared St. Joseph’s Day is
one of her favorite celebra-
tions and how St. Joseph “is
not portrayed as a speaker

See ST. JOSEPH’S DAY
page 5
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Student Advisory
Council visits
School
Committee

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The School
Committee had visitors from the
Student Advisory Council who gave
updates on the Chicopee schools on
March 19.

The Student Advisory Council
members spoke one by one, offer-
ing a variety of updates that the
advisory board continuously goes
over throughout the school year.

After the first student offered
greetings and noted advisors Dr.
Rebecca Pietrzykowski from Chi-
copee High School, Pinar Undemir
from Chicopee Academy and Mela-
nie Wilk, director of Food Services
at ChicopeeFRESH, were in atten-
dance with them, the second stu-
dent began sharing the updates.

“Over the course of the first
semester, we had been meeting
regularly to develop initiatives that
support high school students. One
of our primary focuses has been
building upon the work of the last
year’s work of the Student Adviso-
ry Council to implement the seal of
community service. As mentioned,
in our previous presentation, we
have finalized the seal which will be
introduced to the schools by grade
level. In your electronic agenda

See STUDENT COUNCIL
page 5
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City Council Vice President/Councilor-
at-Large Robert Zygarowski passes away

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -
Council Vice President/
Councilor-at-Large Robert
“Bob” Zygarowski, beloved
community member and
dedicated public servant, has
passed away at the age of 80.

On March 24, the city
lowered municipal flags to
half-staff in his memory,
and throughout this week,
sign boards flashed this mes-
sage in tribute: “Chicopee
Remembers City Councilor
Robert “Bob” Zygarowski.
If you see something, say
something.”

“If you see something,
say something,” was Zyga-
rowski’s motto and shared at
the end of every City Coun-
cil meeting.

A Lasting Legacy

Zygarowski was a resi-
dent of Chicopee since 1975
and served as a police officer

City

Robert Zygarowski

for 28 years, first appointed
as a patrolman on July 15,
1974, and, later, became the
police department’s first K9
officer from July 1983 to
July 1990. He also served
as acting sergeant from
May 10, 1991, to March 20,
1994, and was also the first
D.A.R.E. officer and well-
known for his work with the
Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-

cation program.

After retiring in 2002,
Zygarowski was elected to
the Board of Aldermen and
City Council in 2003, serv-
ing as At-Large Councilor
ever since. He also served
as vice president of the City
Council for several terms
and was a long-time chair-
person of the Public Safety
Subcommittee.

Outside of public ser-
vice, Zygarowski was also a
director and board member
for the Chicopee Municipal
Employees Credit Union
and a member of the Chi-
copee Lodge of Elks 1849,
the Knights of Columbus
4044, the Moose Family
Center, the Tigers Athletics
Club, Sons of the American
Legion Post 275 and a past
vice president of the Boys &
Girls Club of Chicopee.

Zygarowski also re-

See ZYGAROWSKI
page 6
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A wide group shot of staff from the City of Chicopee, members of the Chicopee Fire Department,
local and state officials and family members celebrating 50 years of ambulance service in the city

Chicopee celebrates 50 years
of ambulance service

of Chicopee.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The city
marked 50 years of ambulance
service in a ceremony at City
Hall Auditorium on March 17.

In 1975, the Chicopee Fire
Department had eight mem-
bers become certified as emer-
gency medical technicians,

creating the city’s first rescue
ambulance service. The pio-
neers were John “Jack” Ryan,
Gerard “Jerry” Roy, Ronald
Moson, Dennis Kuznierz, John
Sullivan, Melvin Brown, Paul
Matte and Bob Stamborski,
the father of Fire Chief Daniel
Stamborski.

Mayor John Vieau shared
how “everything starts at some
point in time and some of the

people who started it are peo-
ple who think outside the box.”

“That’s really the basis
of what Chicopee’s all about.
Chicopee is a community that
always strives to be the best at
just about everything we do,
whether it’d be ambulance ser-
vice, public safety, our school

See AMBULANCE
page 6
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Puppies bark with excitement at RiverMills for National Puppy Day

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - National
Puppy Day was on March 23,
2025 and members of the se-
nior center and their dogs were
pleased to pose for the puppy
photoshoot and take a walk
around the center to celebrate.

A variety of dog breeds
were making appearances,
along with the thrill of seeing
all the dogs inside the build-
ing, many dogs were wagging
their tails happy to find new
friends on March 21.

Sitting down with River
the Dog, also known as Al-
lan Salois, who’s a member
and driver of the senior center
and longtime participant of

the center’s events, he talked
about the importance of com-
panionship and aspects of the
center that keeps him coming
back.

Taking a break from
the photoshoot, Salois spoke
highly of the center and why
he started coming in the first
place.

“'m one of the drivers
here, I drive three days a week.
I initially got involved during
the pandemic since the center
had monitors who would call
the elderly and ask how they
were doing and if they need-
ed anything. The gentleman
that was calling me was asking
me about my background, like
what I did for a living, and I
told him I drove trucks most of

my life. He said they’re look-
ing for drivers for transporta-
tion, so I volunteered one day
a week and then an opening
came up. I like talking to peo-
ple so I gave it a shot. This is
now my fourth year!” Salois
said.

Talking in a dog costume
to visitors, Salois was hap-
py to be the center of smiles
last Friday, constantly seeing
friends and coworkers he knew
and greeting new dog friends.
Starting as Santa Claus during
Christmastime—one of many
that help Santa himself during
his busy schedule—Salois has
done numerous mascot cos-
tumes like a leprechaun for St.
Patrick’s Day and the Easter
Bunny, saying he really enjoys
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Dog Owner Dotti smiles with dog Rylee at one of the many
lounge areas in the RiverMills Senior Center.

it.
Referring back to driving,

when asked about the most

memorable ride he experi-

enced during his four years
driving, Salois said this.

“I figure you learn so
much talking to older people.

I picked one lady up that was
having cancer treatment and
we started talking. She told me
she grew up in the flat section
of Holyoke and we found out
we were neighbors! Right as
I heard that, I told her to can-
cel her ride and we’re going to
drive through our old neigh-
borhood and reminisce,” Sa-
lois said. “She loved the idea
and she got so excited, told me
she was excited to go home
and call her sister to tell her
what she saw. I felt so good, I
lightened up her day a bit.”

RiverMills offers more
than Salois imagined.

“The specialty dinners at

See NATIONAL PUPPY DAY
page 6
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Chicopee shows off Irish Pride at
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade

TURLEY PHOTO BY KARA WALSH
Chicopee Colleen Daiana Torres and her Court Members Wilmette Cumba, Meghan Oxley, Emma
Caproni and Hannah O’Neil ride on this year’s float, “Irish Fortune.” The float won first prize.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM  The 2025 Parade Marshal Billy

Mayor John Vieau and his team march in the parade and smile
for the camera.

Stetson waves to the crowd as
he marches in the parade.

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Contingent came out in
full force to march in the 72nd
Annual Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in Holyoke on
March 23.

The contingent featured
the Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee, the police
and fire departments, Mayor
John Vieau and his staff along
with members of the City

Council and other elected offi-
cials, Chicopee Little League,
the Moose Family Center
#1849, local Cub Scouts and
Boy Scout Troops, the Chicop-
ee High School and Chicopee
Comprehensive High School
Marching Bands, Chicopee
Colleen Daiana Torres and
her Court Members Wilmette
Cumba, Meghan Oxley, Emma
Caproni and Hannah O’Neil

riding on the award-winning
float, “Irish Fortune.”

This year’s Parade Mar-
shal was Billy Stetson, the
2025 Parade Committee Pres-
ident was Kathy Sliwa, the
Woods Award Winner was
George Balakier, the Meara
Award recipient was Brady
Procon and the Atkinson
Award recipient was Corridan
Funeral Home.

The Moose Family Center 1849 also took part in the parade.

Kathy Sliwa was this year’s
Committee President of the
Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee.

The banner showing off Chicopee as they make their way along the parade route.

.h‘
Janis Santos

SCHOLARSHIP

Created in recognition of Janis Santos and her tenure at HCS Head Start, Inc.

In an effort to provide a pathway to
the Early Childhood Education profession, the

Janis Santos Scholarship Fund

is available for HCS Head Start alumnae,
past or current HCS Head Start parents,

The Chicopee Comprehensive High School Marching Band
performs

Chicopee Parade Committee and Colleens
kick off Parade Weekend

or current HCS Head Start staff.

One $2,000 scholarship
will be awarded annually.

TO APPLY
https://hcsheadstart.org/janis-santos-scholarship

QUESTIONS?
email: JSScholarship@headstart.org

Deadline April 25, 2025

IS Head Start »

EDUCATING children. SUPPORTING families. BUILDING healthy communities.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

CHICOPEE - The Mummers are in town! On March 20, the Chicopee Colleen and Court and Parade
Committee had a great time dancing to the tunes of Dicey Riley, the Aqua String Band and the
Holyoke Caledonian Pipe Band. It was a great evening at the Portuguese Club to kick off parade

weekend!
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Chicopee Public Library lists April events for kids and families

month the Chicopee Public
Library hosts a variety of
free programs for children,
teens and families. The Youth
Services Department seeks
to provide opportunities for
entertainment and enrichment
that promote literacy and
explore creativity. Here is the
slate of events for April 2025.

Terrific Twos will be on
Tuesdays, April 1, 15 and 29
at 10:30 a.m. This program
includes a short storytime and
a rotating selection of crafts
and activities. No registration
is required. This program is
just for 2 year olds and their
caregivers.

Dance Party On Wednes-
days April 2, 16 and 30 at
10:30 a.m. in the community
room, the library will have
a Little Kid Dance Par-
ty geared for kids five and un-
der and their caregivers. Old-
er kids are welcome, as well.
There will be songs, dancing
and big movement!

Afterschool Thurs-
days is a new program series
for school age children that
the library is introducing
in March and plans to run
through the spring. Each

will be a different opportunity
for older kids to explore a fun,
creative activity. Recommend-
ed for ages 6 and up, teens
and tweens welcome. On the
first Thursday of each month,
the  longstanding  Build
with LEGO program will
continue. Freeform building
time with a big pile of LEGO
will be on Thursday, April 3
at 4 p.m. Thursdays April 10
will be an art and math activ-
ity using tangrams. Thursday,
April 17 will be word games.
No registration required.

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held at 9:30 a.m.
on Saturday, April 5. Come
let your babies socialize and
explore sensory play! We will
have our play area set up with
some sensory activities and
other play opportunities. For
babies 0-24 months and their
caregivers.

Saturday Play-
group will be held at 1 p.m.,
on Saturdays, April 5, 12, 19
and 26. Come play at the li-
brary! The playspace will be
open for families with kids of
all ages to meet up and play.

Stop by for a Kids Room
Craft on Tuesday, April 8 at 4

Storytime will be held in
the children>s program room
on Wednesdays April 9 and
23 at 10:30 a.m. Storytime is
based loosely around the early
childhood literacy skills: sing,
talk, read, write and play. We
read books, sing and move,
and do a craft or activity.
Recommended for preschool
aged kids. Older kids and big
siblings are invited to join in
during School Vacation Week
on April 23.

Little Movers will be
held in the children>s program
room on Fridays April 11 &
25 at 11 a.m. Babies crawling
to 24 months and their care-
givers are invited to join us for
free play followed by circle
time exploring songs, finger-
plays and movement!

The library will host
a Meet-up for Homeschool-
ing Families on Thursday,
April 17 at 11 a.m. Homes-
chooling families can meet
each other and hang out.
Chicopee’s point person for
AHEM (Advocates for Home
Education in MA) will be
there. Families and library
staff take turns leading differ-
ent activities. This month will

Read to a Dog on
Wednesday, April 30 at 4 p.m.
Meet Lina, a two-year-old
chocolate lab trained as a pe-
diatric therapy dog. She will
be here to listen to kids prac-
tice reading. Therapy dogs
are good listeners with calm
energy and can help kids who
struggle with reading aloud.
For ages five and up. Space is
limited, contact the Children’s
Room to Sign up.

The library will host
School Vacation Week activi-
ties April 22 - 26.

Pineapple Proj-
ect Tuesday, April 22 at 2 p.m.
A fun and funny theater piece
for children and families about
playing together, gender, and
being kind. Folks who like
books by Todd Parr will enjoy
this show. No registration re-

quired.

Pokemon Par-
ty! Wednesday, April
23, 230 to 4 pm.

Stop by the Children’s Room
for an afternoon all about
Pokémon! We’ll have different
Pokémon themed activities for
all ages, plus a scavenger hunt
around the room! No registra-
tion required.

presents Robotic, a show
about robots and emotions.
Thursday, April 24 at 10:30
a.m. Part tabletop marionette
show, part dance party, this
show is all about recogniz-
ing and naming your emo-
tions. Jeremy gets a robot for
his birthday, and it can do all
kinds of cool things, but can
it feel emotions? We’ll find
out, and along the way, we’ll
meet seven different emotions,
each represented by a differ-
ent color animal marionette,
a song, and a dance, led by a
children’s movement special-
ist next to the stage. For ages
3-10.

The library will host
a Crayon Art program on
Thursday, April 24 at 2 to
3:30 p.m. Participants will
create Monet’s Water Lilies
using only crayons with Marie
Tucker. In a 1.5-hour session,
using this simple and inherent-
ly fun medium, artists will be
led step by step to create their
own beautiful work of art! All
materials/supplies are provid-
ed. This workshop is open to
kids ages 8 and up as well as
teens. Contact the Children’s
Room to sign up.

Orchestra will present The
Musical Instrument Petting
Zoo on Saturday, April 26 at 1
p-m. An educator from Spring-
field Symphony will provide
kids and families a tour of sev-
eral musical instruments and
give them the opportunity to
try them out! This fun hands-
on experience will give you
an up-close look at different
orchestra instruments. For all
ages, no registration required.
(Please note, no animals will
be present at this event.)

The library will also have
some programs for teens in
April. Teen programs are open
to middle and high school stu-
dents.

Teen Anime Club will
meet on Wednesday, April 16
from 3 to 4:30. This month’s
activity will be based on
the manga Heaven’s Design
Team.

Teen Space
Craft Wednesday, April 30,
after school starting around
2:30. Stop by the Teen Space
and enjoy an easy paper craft.

For more information
about the library and all of the
upcoming events, visit www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org.

Win a Trip to Rome and Help
Harmony House

CHICOPEE - Harmony
House of Western Massachu-
setts, the home hospice pa-
tients, is sponsoring a raffle
to win an all-inclusive trip for
two to Rome and the Amalfi
Coast from October 23, 2025
to November 2, 2025.

If you’ve always dreamed
of a luxury vacation in Italy,
now is the time to purchase
a ticket and perhaps win the
trip of a lifetime. Traveling
with a small group and a pri-
vate guide, the trip includes
five nights in Maiori on the
Amalfi Coast and four nights
in Rome, all transportation,
hotel stays, daily meals, and
beverages.

This Italian sojourn is
valued at over $9,000.

The trip is sponsored
by Figaro Ristorante, Italian
Exclusive Vacations, and the

Guiseppe Polimeni Group.

Tickets are $100 each and
can be obtained from Board
members, by emailing Lisa
Potito at admin@harmony-
housewma.org, or via Venmo.
The drawing will be held on
June 6, 2025 and the lucky
winner will be contacted.

It’s time to brush up your
Italian. Grazie Mille!

Harmony House is a lo-
cal, non-profit organization
whose mission is to provide a
loving home offering compas-
sionate care for people who
are on hospice and are in need
of care.

If interested in learning
more or becoming a volunteer,
please complete the online
volunteer application form at
www.harmonyhousewma.org/
volunteer-1 or email us at ad-
min@harmonyhousewma.org.

A Life with Meaning and Purpose

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will offer the
program “A Life with Mean-
ing and Purpose” on Wednes-
day, April 2 at 12:30 p.m. at
Chicopee Council on Aging’s
RiverMills Center, 5 West
Main St.

Join Henry Quinlan,
owner of Omni Publishing, as
he chats with you about how
to build a life after retirement
that is meaningful to you!
The cost is $2 and you must
register in advance at River-
Mills Center.

Welcome Spring Dinner

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging
will host a “Welcome Spring
Dinner” on Thursday, April
3 at 5 p.m. at The Chicopee
Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, located at 5 W.
Main Street.

Join your friends at Riv-
erMills for a Spring Dinner
on Thursday, April 3rd at

5:00 p.m. to welcome the
warmer months ahead. You
will enjoy a Roast Stuffed
Pork dinner with entertain-
ment by the O-Tones.

Beer, wine and non-al-
coholic beverages will be
available for purchase.

Tickets are $20 and must
be purchased at RiverMills
Center prior to April 3.

Chicopee to hold a public hearing for
renewal on Charter/Spectrum Cable Services

CHICOPEE - The City
of Chicopee will conduct
a public hearing on April
2, regarding the renewal
of Charter/Spectrum Ca-
ble services. This hearing
pertains solely to cable ser-
vices, which will continue
unchanged.

It is important to note
that the city does not have
the authority to regulate
pricing or service costs.
However, we have man-
aged to limit the increase
of the public access fee to
a minimal amount.

We encourage the pub-

lic to attend this meeting
and welcome any questions
or concerns.

Date: April 2, 2025

Time: 10 a.m. — Noon

Location: City Hall
Auditorium, 3rd floor, 274
Front Street, Chicopee,
MA

Easter Egg Hunt at RiverMills Center April 18

CHICOPEE - Council
on Aging will off an Easter
Egg Hunt on Friday, April
18 at 9:30 a.m. at Chicopee
Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, 5 West Main
St.

Join RiverMills for our
annual Easter Egg Hunt!
Bring your grandkids to

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

GENTER CUT

INFLATION

VL 1 J—

hop around the building to
find some eggs the Easter
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Wayfinders

Presentation

at RiverMills
Center

CHICOPEE -  The
Council on Aging will host
a Home Modification Loan
Program information session
on Wednesday, April 16 at 10
a.m. at Chicopee Council on
Aging’s RiverMills Center,
located at 5 West Main St.

Way Finders is an af-
fordable housing organization
dedicated to bringing home
stability to people across
Western Massachusetts since
1972. Join representatives as
they discuss what Wayfinders
is about and what services they
have to offer when it comes
to housing. Please register at
RiverMills or call 534-3698.

519

5%

USDA INSP. FROZEN PREMIUM

IMITATION CRAB MEAT 25 5 006 > D 22

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHITTING FILLETS > 5 54 e >0 o

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FROZEN NAKED SEAFOOD

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 0Z BOX ssssunssunsnnnnnnnn

CINYCEIROITI{ I8 90 Avocado St.
5 LB Springfield
BAG HU_URS.' Mon. - Wed. 8-4 41 3-737'1 288

Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

5792

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

It’s SPRENG Time!
“Jhe best lime To (2;«4;5, a new fonpe!

\

y

Maureen
McGarrett Hall

REALTOR®

MA 9585138 | Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

maureen.gogallagher.com

REAL

ESTATE

413-364-4994

realtybymaureen@gmail.com




Page 4

Chicopee Register

March 28, 2025

OPINION

LETTER TO EDITOR

Canada ready to defend itself

To the Editor:

The Canadian Foreign
Minister, Melanie Joly, in
an interview with television
reporter and world news
journalist Cristiane Aman-
pour talked about the Trump
tariffs on Canada.

Melanie believes the
Trump’s strategy is to weak-
en the economy of Canada
so that the U.S. can annex its
neighbor more easily. Mela-
nie stated that all of Cana-
da’s provinces are uniting to
make Canada more resilient.

She also said that there
is much in the way of nat-
ural resources that Trump is

GUEST COLUMN

aiming to seize by making
Canada a 51st state.

Canada has an abun-
dance of critical minerals,
uranium, hydroelectricity
capabilities, oil, gas, potash
and is an agricultural super-
power. Canada is working
closer with Mexico, South
Korea, Japan and the EU to
be more independent.

To see the entire inter-
view, go online: My jaw is
dropped: Canadian official’s
interview stuns Amanpour
(YouTube)

Bill Paul,
Chicopee

Blood donors are everyday heroes
By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN

Earlier this year, a
77-year-old Massachusetts
grandfather was celebrated
for his 550th blood platelet
donation. Ralph “Rocco”
Russo was inspired to be-
gin donating when his best
friend’s  then-14-year-old
daughter was diagnosed
with cancer in 1996.

And he just kept giving.

We could use more ev-
eryday heroes like Rocco.
Although the country seems
to have weathered the severe
blood shortage seen in Jan-
vary of this year, when the
Red Cross declared a na-
tional crisis, hospitals can’t
have enough blood. A single
trauma patient can require
20 units of blood — or more.

Regular blood dona-
tion by a sufficient number
of healthy people is needed
to ensure that blood will al-
ways be available whenever
and wherever it is needed.
With World Blood Donor
Day celebrating its 20th an-
niversary on June 14, it’s a
good time to thank donors
and encourage new ones.

Who can give blood?

Even though roughly 7
million Americans donate
blood each year, that’s only
3 percent of the eligible pop-
ulation. The qualifications
are simple: Be 17 or older
(there’s no upper age lim-
it as long as you’re in good
health); feel well; and weigh
110 pounds or more. Many
people are disqualified be-
cause of various infections,
low iron, travel, pregnancy
and other factors, so if you
are eligible, give it some
consideration.

At the donation site, af-
ter a brief health assessment
(temperature, blood pres-
sure, iron level), you’ll be
able to give the gift of life to
a fellow human being.

Isn’t there artificial blood?

Researchers are rac-
ing to develop artificial red
blood cells that could stand
in for whole blood, but we’re
probably a decade or more
away from that becoming
reality. For now, there’s no
substitute for the real Mc-
Coy.

The parts can be greater
than the whole

While you can donate
whole blood six times a
year, platelet donors (like
Rocco) can give up to 24
times a year. This is because
the donation process takes
only part of your blood and
returns the rest.

Platelets are tiny blood
cells that form clots and stop
bleeding. For millions of
Americans, they are essen-
tial to surviving and fighting
cancer, chronic diseases and

traumatic injuries. Every
15 seconds, someone needs
platelets.

You may even be able to
sign up to donate platelets to
help a friend with cancer. In
platelet donation and trans-
fusion, it’s generally not
necessary to match blood
types.

Why don’t more people
donate?

The number of peo-
ple who donate blood has

dropped about 20 percent
in the last few years. Fears
about safety and needles
keep some people from do-
nating. There’s also the by-
stander effect: It’s common
not to take action in a situ-
ation if you think someone
else will.

Does giving blood ac-
tually hurt? It can, but it’s
usually no worse than stub-
bing your toe. There’s that
moment when you know
the needle is coming close
to the vein in your arm; the
best thing to do is look away
or close your eyes and keep
breathing until that moment
passes.

There are also still
myths about who and who
can’t donate. In the early
days of the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, there were no tests to
screen for HIV, so gay and
bisexual men were prohibit-
ed from donating. The FDA
rescinded that blanket ban
in 2023 in favor of questions
that assess the risk of HIV
regardless of gender or gen-
der expression.

Also, yes, you can do-
nate if you have tattoos and
piercings, as long as it was
more than three months pri-
or, you're completely healed
and you took care to be inked
or poked at a state-regulated
facility. (That also means
you can’t use fear of needles
as an excuse!)

Virtual reality comes to
blood donation

For some people, giv-
ing blood is easy — and you
get snacks when you’re fin-
ished. For others, though, it
can be unpleasant, and they
are unlikely to become first-
time donors, let alone repeat
donors.

Virtual reality to the res-
cue, or actually a subset of
VR called “mixed reality,”
which mingles the real and
virtual worlds.

In 2023, a blood collec-
tion center let donors take
their minds off the process
by focusing on planting a
garden — with just their eyes.
Donors used the Microsoft
HoloLens 2 to play Paragon,
a game created by Abbott
Labs and Blood Centers of
America. The thinking is
that a positive emotional
response to blood donation
will encourage folks to be-
come repeat customers.

A blood donation tru-
ly is a unique gift that tran-
scends gender, age, ethnic
and political lines. Find a
collection center or blood
donor event near you, and
roll up your sleeve.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of North-
shore Patient Advocates LLC
(NShore). She is also found-
er and CEO of Nurse Ad-
vocate Entrepreneur, which
trains medical professionals
to become successful private
patient advocates. Teri offers
a free phone consultation to
newspaper readers as well
as to nurses interested in be-
coming advocates.  Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com.
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By Ellenor Downer

Sandhill cranes

I received an email from
a Worthington resident, who
saw two sandhill cranes on
Sunday, March 16.

It was most likely was
just a coincidence. However,
the next day March 17, I spot-
ted a pair of sandhill cranes in
my hayfield, a first ever sight-
ing at that location.

Several people reported
seeing sandhill cranes at vari-
ous locations in town last year.
There is a breeding pair, who
successfully raised young, in
nearby Hardwick.

The sandhill crane is a
tall, 45,” gray, heron like bird.
It has a dark red patch on its
forehead and a black bill.
Some of the feathers on the
sandhill crane’s back are iron
stained due possibly to preen-
ing from mud rich in that min-
eral.

Immature cranes are
grayish with more rust stained
feathers. They keep this plum-
age for two years. The female
sandhill crane lays one to three
olive eggs with dark marks in
a mound like nest of weeds,
grasses and marsh like plants
placed on the ground or in
shallow water. They migrate
in flocks, feed on agricultural
fields and roost in the center of
shallow lakes or rivers. They
display courtship behavior of

jumping off the ground during
their migration. They feed on
seeds, agricultural grains and
small animals.

Common mergansers

I received reports of
seeing common mergansers.
My daughter saw common
mergansers in Hardwick. A
Hubbardston couple also saw
common mergansers. A Brim-
field resident, who sends bird
reports on a regular basis,
saw common mergansers at
a pond in Warren last week.
There was a large section of
open water. He also saw lots
of mallard, Canada geese, a
few black ducks and a hooded
merganser.

Bald eagles

The Brimfield resident
in an email on March 8 said,
“Yesterday in Ludlow I visit-
ed an eagle’s nest on the bank
of the Chicopee River. Eagles
have nested in this area for
over ten years with four differ-
ent nest locations. I first found
a nest across the Chicopee
River in Springfield that was
visible from Ludlow. Then
the nest was on the Ludlow
side of the river for one year. |
lost track of the nest for a few
years when it was in a tree
that subsequently fell down. I
was told about the fourth and
current nest three years ago.
If the bird on the nest is the
female that has been nesting
in this area and had at least
one young two years ago she
is banded and is twenty years
old.”

Two of my grandchildren
and I saw a mature bald eagle
perched in a tree at the edge
of my hayfield on Saturday,
March 15. T stopped the car

and my granddaughter, Liz-
zie, got out of the car to take
a photo with her cellphone. I
said the eagle will probably
fly away. As she approached,
the eagle turned its head to
watch her. As she approached
it bent down, opened its tail
feathers displaying the white
feathers and then took off. She
got a photo of its white tail.

The Brimfield resident
saw two bald eagles at a pond
in Warren, an adult and an im-
mature. The immature eagle
flushed up some ducks while
flying around the pond. On
another day he saw four ea-
gles, two adult and two imma-
ture. An Oakham resident also
saw a bald eagle recently.

Other birds

The same person saw
a great blue heron, hooded
mergansers, three ringed bill
gulls and a small flock of
red-winged blackbirds. Earli-
er this month, he said, “Two
fox sparrows showed in the
afternoon, always nice to see
them. A pair of blue birds are
irregular visitors as are sharp-
shinned hawks. Last week
an adult chased juncos into a
quince bush without success.
And this week an immature
sharpie was in the yard for
awhile.”

He said he takes in his
feeders at night as bears
should be out and about. He
read an article that the skunk
cabbage is up and is a sign
that so are the bears. Black
bears eat skunk cabbage
leaves in the spring when
they first emerge from the
dens to “kick start” their di-
gestive system. They also re-
turn to their favorite feeding
grounds, often back yard bird
feeders.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

GUEST COLUMN

Grateful for the March garden

I don’t know about
you, but those first few
warmer days do some-
thing to my brain. I begin
to expect that we are in for
nice weather all the time.

It’s easy to start
dreaming and scheming,
but alas, we are not exactly
on a fast track to summer
just yet, nor should we be.
There is much to enjoy about
this time of year.

Here are just a few of my
favorite things about March.

First on the list is that my
however-many-year-old Ger-
ber daisy houseplant gave me
a flower, with a couple more
on the way. I had three of
these plants last year. I gave a
two away in one of my “less is
more” moods.

Do they bloom as well
as they did when they were a
year old? No, but that bright

and cheery daisy in seashell
pink was just the pick-me-up
I needed last week.

Soon, you will see Gerber
daisies for sale in the grocery
stores and plant nurseries. Try
overwintering one in a bright
but cool window next win-
ter for your own dose of pre-
spring happiness.

After the size 10 foot-
print landed on the corner of
my front border, in exactly the
spot that I planted some tulip
bulbs last fall, I made a fence
out of apple tree prunings.

What a fun March
activity!

I bent each long
piece into a U shape
and plunged the ends
1nt0 the ground, start-
mg the next one in
the middle of the one
prior. That outta keep
my husband off the
bulbs; I hope at least.

Speaking of prunings,
I have started to accumulate
“pea brush.” I'll be sowing pea
seeds in the next few weeks,
and although I typically plant
the seeds right up against the
garden’s fence, I am going to
need more room this year, and
these leftover prunings will be
perfect for the tendrils to grab
hold of.

I make a wide bed the
length of the garden row, in-
sert the prunings in the mid-

See GARDEN page 5
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on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
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Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
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a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
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Candidates who wish to further publicize
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advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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A group shot of the seventh and eighth grade students from St. Stanislaus School with Mayor John Vieau.

ST. JOSEPH’S DAY
from page 1

or accredited with any Scrip-
tures in the Bible,” but his ac-
tions defined his role.

Grasakis added he is,
also, the Patron Saint of Im-
migrants, “having traveled to
a foreign land to give his fam-
ily a better life.”

“As a first-generation
Polish immigrant, I relate to
that journey. It’s important for
me to pass down my Polish
culture and traditions to my
children. Yet, my story is not
unique. Each of you here have
a similar story,” Grasakis said.
“What we can take away from
today, let it be the importance
of family, faith and action. Let
us embrace the spirit of St.
Joseph for actions truly speak
louder than words.”

Vieau later presented the
proclamation to Grasakis.

Then, the attendees broke

out in song singing a Polish
song as two students from St.
Stanislaus School cranked the
lever to raise the Polish flag.
Then, performances of “God
Bless America” and “Stolat.”

Grasakis expressed sur-
prise at receiving the mayor’s
proclamation at the flag-rais-
ing.

“That’s  very special.
I was not expecting to get
this. 'm very humbled and
honored and I'll be proudly
displaying this in my office,”
Grasakis said.

She was also thrilled
to see the students from St.
Stanislaus School attend the
flag-raising, stressing the im-
portance of education and
faith.

“I actually went to St.
Stan’s myself when I came
from Poland and it’s a phe-
nomenal school. Faith and re-
ligion and education is so im-
portant. My kids go there now,

so I can see firsthand--second-
hand now, right?--the impor-
tance of all of that,” Grasaskis
said. “And I'm so proud of
them that they’re showing that
tradition to the kids and teach-
ing them St. Joseph’s Day.”

Grasakis is also proud of
her Polish heritage, sharing
how she came to the Unit-
ed States when she was five
years old.

“It’s the meaning of fam-
ily, our traditions of holidays
hard work and faith,” Grasakis
said.

She’s also proud to work
at Polish National Credit
Union, a local business in
Chicopee.

“Our CEO James Kelly
really supports our traditions
and cultures. Not just Polish,
but every culture. So, I'm re-
ally lucky to work in an es-
tablishment that allows us to
celebrate our cultures and tra-
ditions,” Grasakis said.

TURLEY PHOTO S BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Zaneta Grasakis, branch manager at Polish National Credit Union,
holds up the mayor’s proclamation she received from Mayor
John Vieau during the St. Joseph’s Day Flag-Raising.

Mayor John Vieau presides over the St. Joseph’s Day
Flag-Raising ceremony in Chicopee on March 19.

The message was this.

“Our actions speak loud-
er than words. Being kind to
each other, doing good deeds
and saying less does more

sometimes,” Grasakis said.
After the ceremony con-
cluded, attendees enjoyed
refreshments from Bernardi-
no’s Bakery and Bernat’s Pol-

Mayor John Vieau looks on as Fr. Brad
Milunski from St, Stanislaus Basilica cuts
his birthday cake.

ish Deli, with the crowd also
singing “Happy Birthday” to
Fr. Brad Milunski of St. Stan-
islaus Basilica in celebration
of his recent birthday.

STUDENT COUNCIL
from page 1

packets, you will find a flyer
made by our amazing Family
Engagement Liaison Carmen
Rodriguez,” she said. “This
flyer, along with the links to
submit hours and research
and volunteer opportunities,
will be shared with the par-
ticipants and families provid-
ing key information about the
program. Additionally, the
flyers future seal that will ap-
pear on diplomas for students
who meet for the required
certifications.”

The third student fo-

cused on food options and
protocols across the school
district.

“In addition to our work
on the seal, we have been
meeting to discuss food op-
tions and protocols across
the district. In early Febru-
ary, we met with food ser-
vice director Miss Melanie
Wilk to address the quality
and procedures surrounding
food services at the three
high schools. This meeting
was highly informative and
provided an opportunity for
CHS to provide a taste test-
ing event which will take
place on March 20, featuring

lemon pepper chicken and
other items. Furthermore,
with Miss Wilk’s support, we
will continue exploring ways
to improve hot lunch options
and expand choices to ensure
students are satisfied.” said
the third speaker of the advi-
sory board.

Staying on the topic of
food service, the next student
focused on the cuts recently
announced by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to the
Local Food for Schools pro-
gram.

“We would also like to
bring your attention to a sig-
nificant challenge ahead, the

Department of Agriculture
has decided to cut approxi-
mately $1.2 billion—$12.2
million just in Massachu-
setts— from the Local Food
for Schools program. Which
will have a major impact on
districts like Chicopee, los-
ing about $100,000 in aid
directly affecting local farm-
ers and in turn, our school
lunches. This reduction and
support may limit locally
sourced ingredients for our
students and we recognize
the importance of advocat-
ing for sustainable solutions
moving forward. We directly
see the benefits of this pro-

gram in our lunchrooms,” she
said. “If this funding is not
available from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, we ask
the School Committee and
City Council to explore ways
to support our amazing Food
Services Program.”

The final student con-
cluded the updates from the
Student Advisory Council
by mentioning the board ex-
tends its support to the future
Student Advisory Council
with the upcoming switch in
the coming fall.

Lastly, a shout-out to
upcoming graduates from
Chicopee Schools were men-

tioned, which were 2025
Class President Nyeira Wil-
son, a Health Science Acad-
emy student from Chicopee
High School who wants to
major in biology, Zadriana
Cintron from Chicopee Com-
prehensive High School who
plans to major in sports man-
agement, and Kayla Chun, a
Chicopee Comp student who
plans to major in pre-medical
health science studies as a
physician assistant at Massa-
chusetts College of Pharma-
cy and Health Sciences.

GARDEN from page 4

dle of the row and plant pea
seeds four deep up against the
branches. In addition to my
old stand by, shelling peas, I
am going to be sowing sugar
snap and snow peas.

My first experience with
sugar snap peas came from
harvesting some pods while
on a weekend getaway at bed
and breakfast. It was a cool
little place in southern New
Hampshire where you could
pick the vegetables from the
kitchen garden and eat them
for dinner.

It'll be fun to grow my
own for fresh eating.

“Pea brush” can also be
used to support annual or pe-
rennial flowers that tend to
have weak or floppy stems.
The brush blends into the
scenery a little better than

H W

stakes and twine, and it’s eas-
ily dismantled when the time
comes.

My favorite March bulb is
a harbinger of all harbingers,
the Snowdrop (Galanthus ni-
valis). Toughened points on
the leaf tips make it possi-
ble for the snowdrop to push
through the crusty soil of late
winter.

Two or three strappy
leaves grow from each bulb;
most often there is just one
flower. You’ll notice three
white outer petals first and
upon closer inspection you’ll
see green tipped inner petals.

The flowers are held on
the stem in a nodding fashion
and in my experience they stay
in bloom for upwards of three
weeks. Reportedly they are
well adapted for bees, at least
those that are brave enough
to venture out of the hive in

CHICOPEE
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search of pollen during the
warmest days of late winter!

Snowdrops  will natu-
ralize if happy, increasing
in numbers both above and
below the ground! Although
we ‘“deadhead” most bulbs,
keeping spent flower heads of
this genus in place will allow
seeds to ripen and new plants
to form.

It is interesting to observe
the process of a snowdrop
self-sowing. Once the flower
has gone by a large seed will
form; because of its weight,
the stem will bend toward the
ground dropping its ripe seed
at a perfect distance from the
mother plant.

Under no circumstances
should the foliage of a bulb be
removed until it is brown and
dry. It may not be the most
beautiful to look at, but all the
while that it is green it is mak-

ing and storing food for next
year’s flowers.

Enjoy these early days in
and around the garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-

uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She

Thanks for
giving us

enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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before elevators, before the Civil War. Generations
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all the better for it. To say thank you for 175 years,

we're giving 175 gifts to the community this year.

We couldn’t have made it without you.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.
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ZYGAROWSKI from page 1

ceived two awards from the
Boys & Girls Club: the Vic-
tor Geoffrey Youth Leader-
ship Award and the Dr. Ed-
ward Ryan Award.

Zygarowski  married
his beloved wife, Patricia
“Patti” (MacDonald) Zy-
garowski, in 1975 and they
were together for nearly five
decades until her passing on
January 8, 2024.

He leaves behind two
sons, Ryan and Sean, his
grandchildren and many
cherished family members.
Vieau, Laflamme pay tribute

Mayor John Vieau
shared the news of Zyga-
rowski’s passing “hit hard,”
calling him “a good friend, a
colleague and a true Chicop-
ee native.”

“Bob has not only
touched my life but the lives
of hundreds of others during
his time. From being the
first K9 Officer to the first
D.A.R.E. Officer, Vice Pres-
ident of City Council and
more, his legacy has made
a lasting impact on genera-
tions within the city,” Vieau
said. “Bob was beloved by
Chicopee and its residents.
‘They say if you love your
work, you’ll never work a
day in your life.” This quote
comes to mind when I think
of Bob and his contributions
to the city. His passion and
dedication were not some-
thing unknown; rather, they
were a prominent aspect of
his life.”

Vieau also reflected on
Zygarowski’s passion for
public safety and the joy he
brought wherever he went.

“Officer Bob was a ded-
icated public servant who
made a lasting impact on the
Chicopee community, both
as a retired police officer and
City Councilor. His commit-
ment to public safety and
youth education undoubted-
ly left a legacy,” Vieau said.
“Apart from his public ser-
vice, he was a devoted fam-
ily man and friend. His love
radiated through his words.
Bob was everyone’s favorite
person to talk to. From the
stories and the laughs, Bob
always put a smile on every-
one’s face.”

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large ~ Frank
Laflamme said, “It’s gonna
be tough” after Zygarows-
ki’s passing, reflecting on
the impact of his long-time
loyal friend when he first
joined the City Council and
beyond.

“Bob and Jim Til-
lotson--a former council-
or--were both instrumental
in helping me--guide me-
-through a couple years of
being on the council,” La-
flamme said. “T was in the

special police for over 20
years and worked sometimes
with Bob on the special po-
lice. So, we had a relation-
ship there too and talked a
lot.”

Laflamme was grateful
he had the opportunity to see
Zygarowski the week before
with Councilor-at-Large
Jerry Roy, the three of them
talking and sharing ‘“‘some
good laughs.”

“I’ve known him pretty
much most of my life. So,
it’s been tough on me. We’ve
done a lot together,” La-
flamme said. “At the end of
the day, it’s something that
I’m going to cherish: our
friendship and the knowl-
edge he’s given me.”

Laflamme also reflected
on when Zygarowski was
elected City Council Vice
President during his second
term as president.

“Him and I were on
the phone weekly, several
times a day, several times a
week on the phone. We were
close. We would share ideas
to each other and do what’s
best. T think we both had
the love for the city and to
keep it safe and help the city
move forward,” Laflamme
said. “I think the two of
us were like our own little
A-Team--president and vice
president--we were close to-
gether and I’'m going to miss
his calling and talking to
me. We enjoyed it, I won’t

forget it.”
On the Public Safety
Subcommittee, Laflamme

shared he was on there with
Zygarowski before he be-
came president.

“That was the main
thing he always wanted to
chair. Even when I became
president of the board, he
goes, ‘Frank, I want to chair
the Public Safety Committee’
and I go, ‘Bob, nobody takes
that away from you. That’s
yours.” He was passionate
about it,” Laflamme said.

Laflamme thanked ev-
eryone who has called and
shared their condolences
with him and the City Coun-
cil, adding he will relay this
to the councilors when they
meet next week.

“Thank you for all the
people that called and send
their regards,” Laflamme
said.

Vieau’s message was
this:

“Bob will be dearly
missed. Our condolences
go out to the entire Zyga-
rowski family and to any-
one whose life was touched
by Bob. May we carry on
with his legacy and echo the
streets of Chicopee with his
famous quote, ‘If you see
something, say something,””
Vieau said.

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...
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AMBULANCE from page 1

system, whatever it is. Our
goal is to always be our best,”
Vieau said.

Vieau later thanked Stam-
borski and the fire department
for their creativity in advanc-
ing the department.

“This year, we were able
to buy two ambulances for the
price of almost one, which just
from thinking outside the box,
shopping around and finding a
vendor that is providing am-
bulances,” Vieau said. “And I
want to say thank you for that
because you’re saving taxpay-
ers money.”

Stamborski reflected on
the history of the ambulance
service, sharing how in the
early 1970s, the federal gov-
ernment began investigating a
national emergency services
system and noted television

shows like “Emergency!”
demonstrating  transporting
people to the hospital and sav-
ing lives.

Mass General Law Chap-
ter 11C, established in 1973,
helped create the state’s Office
of Emergency Medical Ser-
vices.

“The law mandated that
one-third of all ambulance at-
tendants be trained at the level
of EMT by July of 1975. It was
at that time that the Chicopee
Fire Department was selected
to train with members and cre-
ate the ambulance system to
provide essential emergency
medical services to the city of
Chicopee,” Stamborski said.
“In March of 1975, our mem-
bers were ready to answer the
call and today, we honor the
original eight members.”

Today, Stamborski said
the city’s fire department and
ambulance service remain the
busiest in Western Massachu-
setts, with over 10,800 calls
responded to in 2024.

“Although the technol-
ogy has changed and the ad-
vancement in medicine has
improved many of our practic-
es and protocols, we continue
to proudly provide outstand-
ing pre-hospital care and our
members remain a vital part of
the health system,” Stamborski
said. “None of this would have
been possible without you elite
starters in the program.”

Stamborski expressed
his gratitude to the founding
members on behalf of the fire
department.

John “Jack” Ryan, Chantal Hogue and Mayor John Vieau take a
group photo together ahead of the ceremony marking 50 years
of ambulance service for the city of Chicopee. Ryan was the one
who brought the milestone to the Chicopee Fire Department’s

attention.

“Quite frankly, most of
us wouldn’t be here--wouldn’t
have careers--were it not for
you pioneers starting that am-
bulance service and we’re very
grateful to you too,” Stambor-
ski said. “It’s an honor.”

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga
(D-Chicopee) called the mile-
stone an accomplishment for
the city, emphasizing giving
thanks to all public safety of-
ficials.

“Thank you, truly, be-
cause it’s not easy. Whether
you are an EMT, you’re a fire-
fighter, you're a police officer,
what you’re doing is laying
your life out there to help oth-
ers and you want to help oth-
ers,” Arriaga said. “You guys
decide--you all decide--that
this is what you want, this is
your calling. So, I think that’s
something special, so thank
you so much for what you do
every day, day in, day out.”

Roy, who served in the
fire department for 27 years,
was thankful to his fellow pi-
oneers.

“I think they were all
dedicated, they all wanted to
do something just a little bit
more for themselves and for
the community and my hat’s
off to all of them,” Roy said.
“I can’t even believe it’s been
50 years.”

Roy expressed gratitude
for the community support.

“We did have a lot of
community  support,” Roy
said. “Like the chief alluded
to earlier, it was good to see
somebody come into your
home with a uniform that you
were familiar and it kind of put

them a little bit at ease. All the
guys did what they could and
they did the best they could
and did a good job.”

Stamborski credits his
late father--who had served for
28 years--for him becoming a
firefighter himself, adding his
son became a firefighter too;
creating three generations of
firefighters in the Stamborski
family.

“I"'ve always been proud
of him, looked up to him since
I was a little kid for what he
did and him being part of that
original crew of eight mem-
bers for the ambulance is real
important to me and our fami-
ly,” Stamborski said.

Stamborski said the thank
you letters everyone also re-
ceives mean a lot.

“It’s always amazing to
get thank you letters. We get
these continually. In a world
that we live in where every-
body’s always complaining,
we’re getting notes coming in
on the regular where our guys
and girls are treating patients
with respect and dignity and
being kind to them and, like I
said, we respond to strangers’
homes every single day and
99% of the time we’re putting
it in a better place than we
found it whether it’s a fire or
medical call,” Stamborski said.
“So, it’s just a great job.”

He also thanked the many
outside agencies that lend their
support.

“We really appreciate that
because we can’t possibly han-
dle all the volume of our calls,
so we intercept with several
of the private agencies and we

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS
Mayor John Vieau and Paul
Matte pose for a photo. Matte
was one of the original eight
pioneers of the ambulance
service in Chicopee.

Fire Chief Daniel Stamborski
reflects on the history of the
city’s ambulance service.

greatly appreciate it,” Stam-
borski said.

Stamborski  also  ex-
pressed his gratitude to Vieau
and the City Council for their
continued support of the fire
department. The two ambu-
lances mentioned earlier by
Vieau at the ceremony were
thanks to Deputy Chief Doug-
las Sanford.

“Like the mayor said, the
mayor and the City Council
support everything when it
comes to public safety,” Stam-
borski said. “They’ve been
very, very supportive. We ap-
preciate that.”

Stamborski’s
was this.

“If you see a firefighter
on the street--which they often
do--or they’re coming to your
home or you’re at a parade,
say thank you,” Stamborski
said. “Just keep in mind that
they work extremely, extreme-
ly hard and to just say thanks.”

message

TURLEY PHOTOS BY AMANDA MUNSON

RiverMills members smile with their three dogs, also known as
the three musketeers, named Ruby, Tina and Cookie.

NATIONAL PUPPY DAY
from page 1

night are really good, we’re
very fortunate. We have two
awesome cooks. The pastries
at the cafe are delicious, it’s
nice to come in and have a
coffee, talk with your friends.

It’s just nice to come sit and
talk, some people have a
group they meet all the time
with and talk for awhile. We
have great people working
here, they are all friendly,”
Salois said. “When I trans-
port people, if they are unsure
about coming in, I offer to

From the left, Friends of the RiverMills President Mike Wilk,
Executive Director Sherry Manyak, and Volunteer and Activities
Coordinator Brandon Dumas pose with one of the dogs.

buy them coffee and see what
the center is like. People have
said they don’t make friends
easily and then the second
or third time they come, they
are able to be involved with
what’s offered. They meet the
staff, see the space and how
people are around the same

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

age, chances are you’re go-
ing to run into somebody you
know. One of the worst things
is staying in the house and
doing nothing.”

If you are still on the
fence about joining the Riv-
erMills and also wondering
what dogs he has, Salois end-
ed by saying this.

“If you don’t think you’ll
meet anybody, look for me
and I’ll be here! I’ll sit down
and have a coffee and pastry
with you. At home, I have
three dogs named Sheldon,
Copper, and Cody known as
‘Coodie-Bug’, two are Shep-
ard mixes and then we have
a Golden. The two mixes are
my wife’s dogs, they love
her. The little one, the gold-
en, he’s my buddy since he’ll
stay up and watch movies
with me. He’s my shadow,”
Salois said.

Check out the senior cen-
ter newsletter or call 413-534-
3698 to learn more about up-
coming events.
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Sun shines bright on 48th Road Race

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - For the
first time in several years, it
was gorgeous weather for the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road
Race last Saturday afternoon
the city streets.

More than 6,000 peo-
ple participated in this year’s
event, with nearly 5,000 par-
ticipants finishing the 10K, or
6.2-mile course.

This year, it was Samuel
Whittaker of Salem, CT, who

finished the race in 31:24.
Alex Corbett, who placed
second in last year’s race,
came in 23 seconds later at
31:47.

The top female finisher
was Angelia Rafter at 34:13
and she placed 12th overall.
Rafter is from Glastonbury,
CT.

Among local finishers,
Matt Provost of Monson was
19th overall at 35:09. Ryan
Davis of South Hadley was a
close 20th at 35:10. Lindsay
Smith of South Hadley fin-

ished 22nd at 35:12.

While the race course,
commonly known as a “hilly”
course throughout downtown
Holyoke ending with a turn
off Beech St. and up the hill
on Hampden St. toward the
finish line remained largely
the same, there was one no-
ticeable change in this year’s
event.

Presidential Timing took
over the official timing du-
ties after 4RUN3 went out
of business last year. Those
looking for more results from

the events can go to www.
presidentialtiming.com to
look at more specific results
from the race. Like previous
timers, you can look up peo-
ple by name and bib number
to get more specific results.
The road race once again
kicked off an excellent week-
end celebrating the St. Pat-
rick’s Day holiday and also
helped to prepare several par-
ticipants in this year’s event
for future races in the coming
months, including the Boston
Marathon, which will take

place on Monday, April 21.

With the weather being
much warmer, there were
less participants in costumes,
though plenty of harriers
were wearing the green tutus
that are often a part of each
year’s race.

The city also had excel-
lent cooperation from the
Holyoke Police Department,
Holyoke Fire Department,
the Massachusetts  State
Police, and Cataldo Ambu-
lance, which provided pub-
lic safety services for the

event this year.

The race was kicked with
a beautiful rendition of the
Star Spangled Banner sung
by Kate Caligaris and JFK
Award winner and celebrity
Bridget Moynahan shot the
opening gun.

This year, there were four
waves of runners followed by
the fifth wave, which included
walkers on the course.

Among the participants,
there were nearly 400 partic-
ipants in the race who were
under 18-years-old.

Alex Corbett takes second in
the race for the second year in
arow.

Female winner Angelia Rafter
crosses the finish line at 34:13

Tyler Leahy crosses the finish

line at 35:13.

Garret Theberge, of Chicopee,
finishes at 35:55.

Meghan Perdue heads for the
finish line and comes across
at 43:07.

Alexander Celetti hustles and
comes across the finish at
44:24,

Suburban League starts new award
in honor of deceased coach

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE— The
Pioneer Valley Girls Sub-
urban Basketball League
was always very special to
Eileen Monaghan.

Growing up in Chicop-
ee, Monaghan played for a
Suburban League basket-
ball team. She then coached
her daughter’s Suburban
League teams. In recent
years, Monaghan was one
of the referees in the league.

Monaghan most likely
would’ve been back on the
basketball court refereeing
Suburban League games
this winter, but she was
tragically killed last April.

Suburban League
Commissioner Joe Ciejka,
who’s from Ware, couldn’t
recall another person who
played, coached and was
a referee in the Suburban
League during the past 40
years.

“I believe Eileen is the
first person to play, coach,
and has been a referee in
the Suburban league,” Cie-
jka said. “Eileen brought an
incredible spirit to the Sub-
urban League and the kind-
ness of hearts. Even though
her heart has been silenced,
we’re not going to let her
spirit ever die.”

The inaugural Eileen
Monaghan Sportsman-
ship Award was given to
the Gateway 5/6th grade
basketball team prior to
the start of the 5/6th grade
Division 2 championship
game between Easthampton
and Hampshire, which took
place at Chicopee Comp on
March 9.

“I think the sports-
manship award is very spe-
cial because it shows how
many lives that my mom

touched,” said Kathleen
Brooks, who is Eileen’s
youngest daughter. “She

just loved girls sports, espe-
cially basketball. She prob-

ably would’ve been very
proud of this award.”

Brooks, who presented
the sportsmanship award to
Gateway, graduated from
Chicopee Comp in 2019
where she played soccer,
basketball, and lacrosse.

Her older sister, Ashley
Rouleau, played two sports
at Comp.

The Gateway Subur-
ban League basketball team
didn’t win any games this
season, but the players cel-
ebrated small victories and
kept a positive attitude on
the court.

“Being selected as the
first sportsmanship award
winner in the Suburban
League is very special,’
said Gateway head coach
Peter Sadler. “We didn’t
have a lot of experienced
players this year, but we
kept improving throughout
the season. We came close
to winning a couple of
games. We just focused on
doing one thing to get bet-
ter in each game. The girls
never gave up and kept a
positive attitude.”

The members of the
Gateway girls’ basketball
team are Victoria Barnes,
Riley Chornyar, Liv Du-
lude, Lila Castro, Senavieve
Rosseau, Fiona Hallow-
ell, Faith Chretlen, Evey-
In Sadler, Abigail Sadler,
Emma Johnson, and Alyvia

Kaynowski.

The Suburban League
referees voted for the
Sportsmanship Award.

Unlike her daughters,
Monaghan graduated from
Chicopee High School. She
played soccer and basket-
ball for the Lady Pacers.
She was inducted into the
Chicopee Athletic Hall of
Fame in 2013. Monaghan
also played soccer and bas-
ketball at Western New En-
gland College. She was in-
ducted into the WNEC Hall
of Fame in 2006.

“My mom was always

very humble, but she always
told us that she loved play-
ing sports,” Brooks said.
“She didn’t score 1,000
career point in high school,
but she did at WNEC. She
always worked very hard
and that’s what she wanted
everyone else to do.”

Monaghan graduated
from college with a bache-
lor’s degree in management.
She was the Chief-of-Staff
for Chicopee State Repre-
sentative Joseph Wagner for
twenty-one years. She was
also the Executive Assistant
to Sheriff Nick Cocchi at
the Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Monaghan was also
a summer league soccer
coach. Her older brother,
John, coached the girls’
summer league soccer team
at that same time. The two
siblings battled against each
other several times.

“It was a lot of fun
coaching against my sis-
ter’s summer league soc-
cer team,” John Monaghan
said. “Having the Suburban
League name their sports-
manship award in her hon-
or really means a lot to the
family. She put a lot of time
and effort into sports. She
just wanted to help the kids
get better.”

A high school girls
varsity basketball team will
also be receiving the Eileen
Monaghan Sportsmanship
Award on March 20.

“We had high school
Sportsmanship Award for
about six or seven years,
but then it stopped due to
the COVID-19 Pandemic,”
Ciejka said. “We’re going to
be bringing the high school
sportsmanship award back
in Eileen’s name at our ref-
eree’s banquet on March
20.7

The Gateway players
didn’t get to play in the
Suburban League finals this
year, but it was still a very
special day for them.

Carriveau represents Comp at
Senior All-Star Game

SPRINGFIELD - Last Thursday evening,
Taryn Carriveau of Chicopee Comprehensive
High School, represented the school in the
High School Senior All-Star Games held at the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

Carriveau was the lone representative from

Comp this year.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Taryn Carriveau looks to shoot.

T-Birds suffer loss as they
pursue playoff spot

BRIDGEPORT,
Conn. — The Springfield
Thunderbirds (30-26-2-4)
stumbled on the road and fell
to the Bridgeport Islanders
(14-40-4-3) by a final score
of 4-1 on Saturday inside
Total Mortgage Arena.

For a ninth straight
game, the T-Birds spotted
their opponent a 1-0 lead
as 35-year-old Chris Terry
cleaned up a rebound off
the pads of Vadim Zheren-
ko at 4:36 of the first to give
Bridgeport the lead.

The T-Birds answered
back thanks to their red-hot
power play at 8:21, as Mat-
thew Peca led a streaking
Nikita Alexandrov to the
blue paint for a backhander
that found its way through

Henrik Tikkanen to even the
game, 1-1.

Zherenko and Tikkanen
dealt with some chaos near
their creases early in the
second, but the 1-1 tie car-
ried into the midpoint of
the game before a costly
too-many-men penalty hurt
Springfield.

With their first power
play of the night, the Island-
ers struck as Adam Beck-
man fired a wrister to the top
shelf just moments after he
clanged one off the post, and
Bridgeport had the 2-1 lead
at 11:27 of the second.

Beckman was not fin-
ished with his exploits ei-
ther, as the newly-acquired
Islanders cashed in on 2-on-
1 setup from Brian Pinho at

17:09 to give Bridgeport an
insurance tally heading into
the third, 3-1.

Cam Thiesing added
further to the lead just 1:37
into the third, intercepting a
puck in the Springfield zone
and backhanding a chance
past Zherenko to make it a
4-1 game. Springfield man-
aged only seven shots in the
final period, and Tikkanen
finished a relatively stress-
free night with 21 saves in
the Bridgeport win.

The T-Birds return
home on Friday and Satur-
day for the first-ever match-
ups on home ice against the
Towa Wild, with 7:05 p.m.
puck drops slated for both
nights inside the Thunder-
dome.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD24P2001EA
Estate of:

Ronald Lucien Archambault
Date of Death: 04/01/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Caroline D. Archambault of
Chicopee, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Caroline D. Archambault of
Chicopee, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/18/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 21, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25A0024AD
In the matter of:
Jacob Arthur-Isaac Barowsky
CITATION
G.L. c. 210, §6
TO:
Christian Potter
any unnamed or unknown
parent and persons interested in
a petition for the adoption of said
child and to the Department of
Children and Families of said
Commonwealth.
A petition has been presented
to said court by:
Benjamin Whitten of
Chicopee, MA
Rebecca Whitten of

Chicopee, MA

requesting for leave to adopt
said child and that the name of
the child be changed to

Jacob Arthur Isaac Whitten

If you object to this adop-
tion you are entitled to the
appointment of an attorney if
you are an indigent person.

An indigent person is defined
by SJC Rule 3.10. The defini-
tion includes but is not limited
to persons receiving TAFDC,
EACDC, poverty related vet-
eran’s benefits, Medicaid, and
SSI. The Court will determine
if you are indigent. Contact an
Assistant Judicial Case Manager
or Adoption Clerk of the Court
on or before the date listed below
to obtain the necessary forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO
OBJECT THERETO, YOU
OR YOUR ATTORNEY
MUST FILE A WRITTEN
APPEARANCE IN SAID
COURT AT Springfield ON
OR BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK
IN THE MORNING (10:00 AM)
ON: 04/14/2025.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 10, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
03/21, 03/28, 04/04/2025

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL
MEETING
Project Description:
Chicopee
Bridge Replacement,

Br# C-13-038 1-391
over Route 116
(Chicopee Street)
Project File No. 612187

A Public Informational Meet-
ing will be held by MassDOT to
discuss the proposed project in
Chicopee, MA.

WHERE: Legacy Church

780 Chicopee Street

Chicopee, MA 01013

WHEN: Thursday,
April 3rd, 2025, 6:00 PM

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this meeting is to provide the
public with the opportunity to
become fully acquainted with the
proposed project. All views and
comments made at the meeting
will be reviewed and considered
to the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed
project consists of the full re-
placement of the Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge which car-
ries [-391 over Route 116, locally
known as Chicopee Street, in the
Willimansett neighborhood of
Chicopee. The existing bridge
is a concrete structure, origi-
nally opened to traffic in 1979.
It provides three northbound
lanes (towards Holyoke) and
three southbound lanes (towards
Chicopee), though the left lanes
of both directions are currently
closed to traffic. Though safe for
all users, this bridge has reached
the end of its useful lifespan and
must be replaced. MassDOT
proposes to replace the exist-
ing structure with a new bridge
which will provide three lanes in
each direction, a 75-year design
life span, and incorporate mod-
ern bridge design elements to
reduce maintenance impacts to
the Willimansett neighborhood
and the traveling public. During
demolition of the existing struc-
ture and construction of the new
bridge, some limited detours and
closures may be required to en-
sure public safety, but in general,
MassDOT will seek to maintain
traffic on both Chicopee Street
and [-391. We invite all members
of the community to attend the
meeting and learn more about
this project.

This location is accessible to

people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon
request (including but not limited
to interpreters in American Sign
Language and languages oth-
er than English, open or closed
captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate
material formats, such as audio
tapes, Braille and large print), as
available. For accommodation
or language assistance, please
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diver-
sity and Civil Rights Officer by
phone (857-368-8580), fax (857-
368-0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-
0603) or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).
Requests should be made as soon
as possible prior to the meeting,
and for more difficult to arrange
services including sign-language,
CART or language translation or
interpretation, requests should be
made at least ten (10) business
days before the meeting.

In the event of inclement
weather a cancellation announce-
ment will be posted on the inter-
net at https://www.mass.gov/
orgs/highway-division/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE
CHIEF ENGINEER
03/21, 03/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25C0063CA
In the matter of:

Wendy Dee Case
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by
Wendy Dee Case of Chicopee,
MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their
name to:

Wendryn Rohanna Case

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at:
Hampden Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 04/17/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance if you
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 20, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
03/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0450EA
Estate of:
Linda L Dennis
Date of Death: 12/18/2021
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or Ap-
pointment has been filed by San-
dra Milledge of Springfield, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Sandra Milledge of Springfield,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/22/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts with
the Court. Persons interested in
the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 25, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/28/2025

SALE OF MOTOR
VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on April 11th
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2007 Nissan Altima

VIN: 1IN4CL21E37C197352
Moeng Temer Aubrye Obakeng
24 High St.

Danielson, CT 06239

2009 Ford Focus SE

VIN: 1IFAHP35N39W 133288
Nabila Mahmud Habib

42 Stonefield Dr., Apt. 5
Waterbury, CT 06705

2006 BMW 525i

VIN: WBANES53586CK81674
Marcio Gomes Lira

86 Quaker Rd.

Hyannis, MA 02601

2010 Subaru Forester

VIN: JF2SH6CC8AH914303
David Hannum

PO Box 828

Chicopee, MA 01021

2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
VIN: IGCPKSE33BF237122
Michael Tobin

56 Congress Ave., Apt. 21
Holyoke, MA 01040

2001 Volkswagen Jetta

VIN: 3VWSK69M21M 189080
Roberto Castillo

435 Cutspring Rd.

Startford, CT 06614

2005 Hyundai XG 350

VIN: KMHFU45E05A411017
Genesis Sepulveda-Maldon
300 Lincoln St.

Marlborough, MA 01752

2011 GMC Sierra 2500

VIN: 1GT22ZEG1BZ182433
Nathan Suares

30 Wornoco Rd

Blandford, MA 01008

2006 Hyundai Tucson

VIN: KM8JN72D46U425328
Luis Martes

54 Lexington St #2
Springfield, MA 01107

2007 Gmce Savanna G3500

VIN: 1GJHG35U871173421
Fernando Enrique Marroquin-
Saaved

66 Forster St,

Hartford, CT 06106

03/28, 04/04, 04/11/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on March 28th
2025 atInterstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2012 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1IGJAH68CH006862
Anthony Ellington- Viner
50 Campechi St,
Springfield, MA 01104

2005 Nissan Armada SE/LE
VIN: SN1AAO8B35N728909
Krystal Hilton

567 Putnam Pike

Greenville, RI, 02828

2004 Chevrolet Silverado
VIN: IGCEK14X147247011
Miguel Avila

321 Eastern St Apt A802
New Haven, CT 06513

03/14, 03/21, 03/28/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on April 4,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2010 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AAL2APOAN431287
Greybel Pena-Mesa

729 High St., Apt. 4L
Holyoke, MA 01040

2009 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD28699H508028
Edwin Rolon

206 Allen Park Rd.
Springfield, MA 01118

2003 Honda Accord LX

VIN: ITHGCM56363A141140
Juan Andres Guzman De La Cruz
42 Tewksbury St., Apt. 1
Lawrence, MA 01843

2007 Honda Odyssey LX
VIN: 5SFNRL38247B125763
Julio C Mejias

23 Bend St.

Providence, RI , 02909

2005 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1CB51DX5L564564
Michael Hill

Po Box 445

Gilbertville, MA 01031

2015 Volkswagen Jetta Se
VIN: 3VWDI17AJ7FM221855
Heidi Dickson

7 Grove St.

Kennebunk, ME, 04043

2012 Jeep Liberty Sport

VIN: 1C4PIMAKS8CW102229
Bernadette Roberts

221 Old West Warren Rd.
Warren, MA 01083

2007 Toyota Tacoma

VIN: STETX22N777Z402640
Bobby Pinkkney

95 N Westfield St., Apt. 31
Feedinghills, MA 01030

2013 Gmc Acadia SLE

VIN: 1IGKKVNED4DJ191204
Austin Dean

97 Robinson Hill Rd,

North Franklin, CT 06254
03/21, 03/28, 04/04/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD25C0054CA
In the matter of:

Gina Lucio Marafuga
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by Gina
Lucio Marafuga of Chicopee,
MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their
name to:

Regina Lucio Marafuga

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at:
Hampden Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 04/09/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance if you
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 12, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
03/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0407EA
Estate of:

Linda Lee Moineau
Also known as:
Linda L Moineau
Date of Death:
01/02/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Terri Defina of
Waltham, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Terri Defina of Waltham, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/17/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 19, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/28/2025

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

haluchsmemorials.com 1014 Center St I Ludlow, MA | 583-6508
NOT.CE Support the local
businesses that support
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement your local news paper.

the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Chicopee Register
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete
minus frame. Unused factored created
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts,
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled
maintenance records, $5500. Late 50’s
Toro Reel lawnmower, beautifull restored
$100. Two sheets, 4'x8" 1/2 inch new 3m
plexiglas $100. 165 milk crates, colonial
thru 1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial
hand-tooled redstones; Benches, Wells,
Ballards, Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble,
Italian Travintine, much more. 413-262-
4775.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393

Call us at 413.283.8393

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

2**xx%*xx; & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

QUALITY FENCE INSTALLATION
20+ vyears experience. Free estimates.
Brodeur Construction
Call 413-388-6501

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
Sump pump repairs & installations, and
other draining solutions!

Call Gary Guertin Excavating
(413)531-3538

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician,
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing,
window & door replacement,
drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT 2 PM

TAX TIME

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

e
= ) =7
=5 ===

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-348-2299

ZAAT 757

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ ) I
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Basefrice | 22 Besgaron | 28 Setren| 24 e
25 mssice| 26 msprice| 27 sz | 28 B s
29 Besgangs | 30 Sstmion| 31 B | 32 B im0
33 Bty | 34 Be%anon| 39 Beeasa| 36 B sa 0
37 Beiasy | 38 Betance| 39 Beesansa| 40 B sai0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured

WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVIC
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

ASSOCIATE DENTIST.
Baystate Dental Practice, LLC.
Belchertown, MA.

Diagnose, prevent & treat teeth & tissue

problems. DMD or DDS.
Apply  https://www.dentalcarealli-
ance.net/dental-jobs-search/

Light Equipment Operator /Laborer
The Granby Highway Department has a
40 hour per week position available for a
Light Equipment Operator/Laborer. This
position requires the ability to operate
various types of machinery, hand tools
and equipment (examples include lawn-
mowers, plows, sanders, asphalt paving
equipment). The position is Grade 3 clas-
sification. Steps within this grade range
from $18.72- $24.42 per hour. A valid
Massachusetts class A or B CDL driver’s
license is required. Special consideration
will be given to candidates who possess
the higher license class, or additional
licenses and or relevant construction ex-
perience that would be determined to be
beneficial to the operations of the Highway
Department. Please contact the Highway
Superintendent at 413-467-7575 at the
Highway Garage (15 Crescent St,
Granby MA 01033) for further informa-
tion, a copy of the job description and /or
an application for employment. Applica-
tions will be accepted through May 1, 2025.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a full-
time Highway Truck Driver/Equip-
ment Operator/Laborer. Applicants
must possess a Massachusetts Class B
CDL with Air Brake Endorsement and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 2B or higher &
4G Hoisting Engineer’s licenses within 6
months of hire. $27.50 to $28.79 per hour
based on qualifications. Application and
complete job description are available on-
line at www.huntingtonma.us or by
emailing admin@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled. Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FORRENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT 2 PM
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

..........
11111

INSURED AND CERTIFIED



