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2025 Court also 
announced

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Daiana 
Torres, a Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School student, 
has been crowned this year’s 
Chicopee Colleen at the Col-
leen Coronation Ball on Feb. 
22.

The 2025 Court Mem-
bers are Wilmette Cum-
ba, a member of the Army 
National Guard, Hannah 
O’Neil, a student at Chicop-
ee Comp, Emma Caproni, 
a student at Pope Francis 
Preparatory School, and 
Meghan Oxley, also a stu-

dent at Chicopee Comp.
The ball took place at the 

Portuguese American Club 
and featured 11 contestants 
as they were narrowed down 
to five finalists, who were 
scored on accomplishments, 
personality, poise and appear-
ance.

As for this year’s scholar-
ship recipients, they are Han-
nah O’Neil, Emma Caproni, 
Kaitlyn Gilhooly and Lilian 
Young. Young served on the 
Colleen Court in 2024.

This year’s judges were 
Michelle Sears, Todd Kenney 
and Lynn Ireland, with Ula 
Kulig serving as tabulator.

The co-hosts were Mark 
Galarneau, a committee 
member and board of di-
rectors member, and Alivia 
Mendes, a committee mem-

ber and 2022 Court Member.
Before the winner was 

chosen, the five finalists an-
swered one question: “What 
can we do to encourage civic 
engagement in your genera-
tion?”

Oxley suggested gather-
ing people and having them 
join the community.

“We could start by gath-
ering the people and making 
them join the community and 
have them vote and add peo-
ple to different kinds of orga-
nizations,” Oxley said.

Cumba focused on build-
ing connections between dif-
ferent generations to foster 
understanding.

“I believe that to encour-
age civic engagement with 
my generation, we have to 
kind of understand each other 

between all different genera-
tions,” Cumba said.

Torres emphasized 
awareness and utilizing social 
media platforms.

“I believe to engage more 
civic engagement in our gen-
eration, we should be able to 
make everybody more aware. 
Some people don’t know the 
issues that are happening or 
open opportunities to volun-
teer at food banks, churches 
or even at homeless shelters,” 
Torres said. “We can even use 
our power of social media. 
That’s a big platform right 
now. We can make these kids 
aware of places that they can 
volunteer and ways that they 
can help out. They can do-
nate  money, food, even some 
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Meghan Oxley, Hannah O’Neil, Daiana Torres, Wilmette Cumba and Emma Caproni pose for a group photo during this year’s Colleen 
Coronation Ball at the Portuguese American Club in Chicopee.

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The 
School Committee was up-
dated on the continuous Anna 
E. Barry Elementary School 
construction project on Feb. 
19. 

Presenting at the meeting 
was Vice President of Caolo 
and Bieniek Architects Bert 
Gardner, who is the project 
architect for the Barry School 
project, introducing himself 
to the committee and provid-
ing an update on where the 
project is today. 

“The city is pursuing a 
project at the Barry Elemen-
tary School to either renovate 
it, add on to it, or construct a 
new one to replace it. Part of 
the MSBA’s process is that 
we have to study a base repair 
and new construction option. 
That’s all on the existing Bar-
ry School site,” Gardner said. 

Showing a synopsis of 
what the MSBA’s process is 
along with the Anna E. Bar-
ry School Feasibility Study, 
Gardner shared the latest sta-
tus. 

“We’re fairly along, I 
think you guys started the 
process in April of 2022 when 
you submitted an SOI, state-
ment of interest, to the MSBA 
for participation in their grant 
program. Our office didn’t 
come on board just before 

module three—beginning 
with the feasibility study—
and our contract date was 
December 1, 2024, where we 
interviewed for the project 
and was successful,” Gardner 
said. 

Gardner explained what 
their role is on the project. 

“So, our job is to look at 
the feasibility of upgrading 
the Barry School experience. 
We’re in module three, which 
is our feasibility study that 
consists of two reports we 
submit to the state, one’s the 
preliminary design program 
which basically identifies 
what the educational program 
in the school needs to be and 
we look at various options on 
how we can lay that out for a 
successful project,” Gardner 
said. “At that point, there’s 
a second report that goes in 
called the preferred schemat-
ic report from all the options 
we prepare in the preliminary 
report, you’ll pick the one 
that kind of rises to the top as 
the most educationally bene-
ficial and most cost-effective 
solution. Then we’ll move 
into module four which is the 
schematic design.” 

Referring to module 
four—the schematic de-
sign—Gardner explained 
how the next few modules 

Barry School project 
reaches feasibility phase

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - Chicopee 
Schools recognized a total of 
eight teachers who received 
the Excellence in Teach-
ing Award, and Mr. Jason 
Auclair of Chicopee High 
School was one of the eight 
who received this award. 

The Pioneer Valley’s 
Excellence in Teaching 
Awards program is defined 
as annually honoring West-
ern Massachusetts educators 
and seeks to motivate teach-
ers at all stages of their ca-
reers to aspire to excellence, 
administered by the Harold 
Grinspoon Charitable Foun-
dation. 

As stated on the HGF 
website, “Superintendents 
and heads of schools act 
as, or appoint, representa-
tives to oversee a process 
determined by each district 
for selecting Excellence in 
Teaching Award recipients. 
Eligible educators must 
teach full time and be certi-
fied in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and the 
number of awards in each 
district is based on student 
population.” 

Speaking highly of his 
co-workers, past and current 
students in the high school 
and teaching at all grade 

levels over 23 years, Auclair 
began discussing his early 
teaching career and what 
he believes earned him the 
award. Officially known as 
the 10th Grade U.S. History 
Teacher of CHS, Auclair be-
gan reflecting on his last 23 
years of teaching career. 

“I pretty much have 
taught every grade level 
in my 20 years. Typically, 
the curriculum will change 
based upon whatever the 
trends are, but sometimes 
they just have me teach dif-

ferent levels based on what-
ever the need is. The one 
thing that’s been consistent 
is that generationally, people 
talk about how much kids 
have changed and how kids 
are so different from what 
they were like when they 
were children,” Auclair said. 
“But I think fundamentally, 
even though there are defi-
nitely some changes because 
of technology and all the oth-
er things that we associated 
with how kids are different, I 
still think fundamentally that 

kids are still pretty much the 
same. And have been since 
I’ve been teaching.”

When asked about his 
beginnings within the inter-
est of a history career, Au-
clair reflected on his college 
days and what kick-started 
his history teacher endeavor.

“I was in college as an 
undergrad at Westfield State 
and had a US history class 
that focused on the Civil 
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Mr. Jason Auclair, a social studies teacher at Chicopee High School, with colleagues at CHS pose 
for a group photo, in celebration of his recent teaching achievement and recognition.

Jason Auclair receives Grinspoon
Excellence in Teaching Award

2026 co-presidents 
also announced

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Ro-
tary Club of Chicopee wel-
comed District Governor 
Vin Marinaro on Feb. 11, 
where he talked with the 
members about member-
ship, The Rotary Founda-
tion, the youth and belong-
ing.

Rotary Co-President 
John Arthur also announced 
Scott Channel and Fred Bo-
rys as the new co-presidents 
for 2026.

“I know that you and 
Scott are going to be dyna-
mite. Already, I get the feel-
ing that there’s going to be 
a lot of good going on next 
year,” Arthur said.

Borys thanked Arthur 
and fellow Co-President 
Lou Arasate for their lead-
ership.

“We’ve had a couple of 
very successful fundraisers, 
we increased membership,” 
Borys said. “Also, some 
very generous donations. 
So, I think for Scott and 
myself--in essence to me-
-I’d just like to follow in 

your footsteps.”
Borys’s major goal is 

an emphasis on member-
ship, crediting Arasate, 
Mayor John Vieau--also 
a member of the Rotary 
Club--and Arthur for their 
efforts.

“So, we’d like to have 
an emphasis on more mem-
bers. A greater profile in 
the community, possibly, 
if we could do that,” Borys 
said. “I think everybody in 
the club is aware, but we’re 
very well-set financially so 
there’s no reason that we 
can’t do something dramat-
ic in our area as well.”

Channel echoed Bo-
rys’s goals, including utiliz-
ing social media and local 
media to spread the word 
about the club.

“I think, overall, we’re 
looking forward to it and 
I’m looking forward to be a 
part of it,” Channel said.

Marinaro said there 
are around 1,500 members 
right now, with Rotary In-
ternational considering a 
move to merge districts, 
which he did not want to 
happen.

An example of this was 
in New York where three 

Rotary Club of Chicopee 
welcomes District Governor
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District Governor Vin Marinaro speaks to the Rotary Club of 
Chicopee during their Feb. 11 meeting at The View Tavern. 
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Daiana Torres crowned
Chicopee’s 2025 Colleen
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD 
Is At An All-Time High!

Come In Now & Get:

HANNOUSH JEWELERS 
704 Memorial Drive , Chicopee

10% 
Extra 
Cash
When 

Cashing In
Your GOLD

25%
Extra

When You Use 
Your GOLD
Towards A 

New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

City Council appropriates $30,000 for public messaging
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - City Coun-
cil has appropriated $30,000 
for public messaging during 
their Feb. 18 meeting.

The appropriation would 
go to the Police Expense Ac-
count for Special Services 
from available funds in the 
Stabilization Fund.

Mayor John Vieau ex-
plained one of the reasons it 
was decided to put the may-
or’s order in was “because of 
the city of Chicopee--heaven 
forbid--is in a crisis or emer-
gency could really sometimes 
use a hand in messaging.”

“I know that we’ve also 
included the superintendent 
of schools and talked with 
representatives of even DPW 
and just about every depart-
ment,” Vieau said. “So, in a 
case of an emergency, mes-
saging becomes very import-
ant and the goal is to work 
with professionals to try to get 
the message out to the public 
in the best fashion possible. 
This would help us pay for a 
consultant or a firm in order 
to provide that message in cri-
sis.”

Police Chief Patrick 
Major focused on instances 

over the last few years-- spe-
cifically, from the police de-
partment’s point of view--of 
high-profile violence and fa-
talities in the city “that we’ve 
had sometimes issue getting 
messaging out across maybe 
not due to problems on our 
end,” citing the District Attor-
ney’s office as an example.

“But some instances it’s a 
school too. As you know, we 
do have a public information 
officer. Some of these instanc-
es that public information offi-
cer’s also on the street provid-
ing police services during the 
incident while it’s happening,” 
Major said. “It’s hard to do 
dual role of providing those 
services while also engaging 
the public, and I know it’s been 
a concern for the public to not 
have instant messaging going 
out, letting them know what’s 
going on at the schools. The 
Crisis Communication Team 
would be available to help us 
out getting the message of the 
city across to everybody in a 
very timely fashion.”

Fire Chief Daniel Stam-
borski echoed Major’s points.

“We’ve had just in the last 
couple weeks a few tragedies 
in the city that were horrible 
and we need the correct mes-
sage to go out. We live kind of 
in an age of misinformation 

with social media sources and 
this company is professional 
at what they do and I think 
they would help our cause as 
a city and, specifically, our de-
partments and the School De-
partment,” Stamborski said.

Vieau added this resource 
would be available to all de-
partments, including the City 
Council, to help with issues 
with messaging “whenever it’s 
necessary to get that informa-
tion to the public.”

“We are working in con-
junction with some of our 
partners about how to handle 
certain situations like that, but 
it would be ideal to have an 
entity or firm readily available 
24/7 to help in amidst a real 
crisis or emergency to help get 
messaging out,” Vieau said.

When Ward 6 Councilor 
Samuel Shumsky asked if a 
consultant was picked, Vieau 
replied an RFP was sent out--
with three proposals received-- 
and a consultant chosen.

“We will let you know 
who that is once funding’s in 
place and we can sign a con-
tract,” Vieau said.

Ward 1 Councilor Abigail 
Arriaga said she was “really 
looking forward to this.”

“As a parent of children 
in two separate schools here 
in Chicopee, you do see things 

that on Facebook and it gets 
quite alarming and it’s very 
hard to get the right informa-
tion, so I really hope that this 
helps with that and the fear of 
parents, because as soon as 
they kind of see something 
posted it definitely spirals,” 
Arriaga said. “So, I would re-
ally love something like this. 
So, I actually, really, was hap-
py to see this. So, I really just 
want to say thank you.”

Councilor-At-Large Tim 
Wagner was “not entirely sure 
how I feel about this particular 
order.”

“At times, it seems as 
though city hall is entirely 
unresponsive to people--and 
not to make light of all the 
hard work and the effort put 
in by numerous city depart-
ments to keep people safe 
over the course of this past 
weekend and into the start of 
this week--but, it seems to me 
that the city of Chicopee only 
let people know about the sit-
uation with the sand and salt 
deliveries hours and hours and 
hours after other towns have 
done such,” Wagner said. “It 
strikes me as a little bit odd 
that we’re trying to focus on 
messaging rather than getting 
a message out at all sometimes 
and I think it says that we’re in 
a pretty bad place if we need 

to hire somebody to assist in 
this messaging stuff when we 
already pay people to profes-
sionally do that in many of our 
city departments.”

Wagner knows, however, 
how social media posts “can 
take on a life of their own.”

“But I don’t think that’s 
going to particularly change 
with this petition being in 
place. I’m not in favor of this. 
I think it’s completely and en-
tirely redundant and I think 
we need to, frankly, before we 
even consider a position like 
this up our game a little bit,” 
Wagner said.

Wagner later said--while 
reiterating his earlier points 
and reflecting on being a stu-
dent when an active shooter 
report took place--he, also, 
would not vote in favor be-
fore knowing the name of the 
chosen consultant and having 
a look at their reputation and 
work before the $30,000 is 
spent.

Ward 2 Councilor Shane 
Brooks, meanwhile, supports 
this, recalling his child ex-
periencing the active shooter 
report during her first day of 
high school.

“The amount of misin-
formation that was spread out 
there was beyond erroneous 
and having been physically 

there with President Laflamme 
because I was on my way to 
pick up my daughter--who was 
on crutches at the time--to see 
the massive response of every 
police officer, essentially, in 
the city and from neighboring 
communities. There wasn’t a 
whole lot of time to message 
out,” Brooks said. “Like, I’d 
rather have somebody onsite 
addressing an issue than sit-
ting behind a desk typing up 
an email or a Facebook post 
about what’s going on. I think 
this will inherently help our 
cause to enhance communica-
tion and I’m fully supportive 
of this.”

Shumsky shared he was 
one of those students at the 
time when that active shooter 
report took place and “it’s an 
unfortunate memory that I’ll 
have for the rest of my life.”

“It’s something that I 
hope no child, no student, 
no parent, no teacher--any-
one--should ever have to live 
through or experience. It was 
not a highlight of a school year 
or in any way, shape or form,” 
Shumsky said. “So, I do agree 
with Councilor Brooks that 
that’s a perfect example as to 
why we should be supporting 
this and I will say it confident-
ly that I am in full support of 
this tonight.”

CPL announces upcoming
programming

CHICOPEE - Here are 
some of our upcoming library 
programs.

The Chicopee Library 
will be doing a 15 hour be-
ginner computer class “Tech 
Goes Home” on Wednesdays 
and Fridays in March from 1 
to 3 p.m. At the conclusion of 
15 hours of class, participants 
will receive a computer and 
one year of internet. Registra-
tion is required. 

Wednesday, March 5 at 6 p.m. 
– Sourdough Brandon
Registration required 

(413-594-1800x3 or through 
the library calendar). Learn 
how to make, maintain, and 
store a sourdough starter 
from an expert sourdough 
baker and food blogger on 
SourdoughBrandon.com. 
You’ll leave with many tips 
and tricks on how to keep 
your sourdough starter ac-
tive, what to make with your 
starter, and even leave with 
some free sourdough starter!

About Sourdough Bran-
don: Brandon started Sour-
doughBrandon.com to help 
home bakers bake naturally 
leavened, sourdough bread 
and baked goods with de-
tailed recipes and visual 
guides.

Brandon grew up in the 
small town of Mt. Airy, North 
Carolina, in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
where he was surrounded by 
Southern hospitality and de-
licious home cooking. “I’ve 
always baked in some ca-
pacity,” Brandon says, “but 
when I made my first loaf of 
sourdough bread, I knew I 
would be doing it for the rest 
of my life.”

After years of studying 

piano and music education 
at New York University, and 
working in various higher 
education roles from NYC to 
Boston, Brandon moved to a 
rural and peaceful hilltown in 
Western Massachusetts.

The joy of baking with 
sourdough is that it is a life-
long learning journey. You 
don’t need fancy equipment 
or professional training to 
make delicious, wholesome 
baked goods at home.

Brandon hopes to share 
his passion of home baking 
through his recipes and de-
tailed guides. Maybe you’ll 
be as inspired as he is to turn 
on your oven and bake for 
you and your family.

Thursday, March 6 at 6:30 
p.m. – Writer’s Group
Writer’s Group meets the 

first Thursday of each month 
at 6:30pm. We invite all those 
who love to write to join us 
for a friendly, supportive 
place to work on your writ-
ing. This group shares writing 
goals, discusses writing pro-
cesses and strategies, and sets 
the direction of future meet-
ings. Stacie Klinowski, a lo-
cal writing teacher, will help 
lead the group. This group is 
for adults.

Wednesday, March 26 at 
6 p.m. – Understanding 

Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Join us on Wednesday, 

March 26 at 6pm for a pre-
sentation on “Understanding 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia.” 
Learn about the difference 
between Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia, the early 
warning signs of dementia, 
risk factors, the importance 
of early detection, new treat-

ment options, and local re-
sources. This program is 
presented by the Alzhei-
mer’s Association.  Register 
through the calendar or call 
the Reference Desk at 413-
594-1800x3.

Thursday, March 27 at 6:30 
p.m. – Sun on the Muddy

Local authors Jim Ar-
menti and Dave Madeloni 
present Sun on the Muddy: 
poems, music and photos 
at the Chicopee Library on 
Thursday, February 27 at 
6:30pm. Author and musi-
cian Jim Armenti and pho-
tographer Dave Madeloni 
present poems, songs and 
photographs from their new 
book “Sun on the Muddy”.   
Armenti, who is a singer/
songwriter for the Lone-
some Brothers shares his 
reflections on the people and 
things that make a life while 
Madeloni finds beauty in 
often ignored places.   This 
program is free and open to 
the public. No registration is 
required. 

For people wishing to 
work on genealogy, the com-
puter lab is available to work 
on genealogy on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10 a.m. 
to Noon and 6 to 8 p.m. We 
are a FamilySearch Affiliate 
Library and have helpful 
databases such as Ancestry, 
American Ancestors and 
HeritageQuest to help you in 
your search. 

If you need technology 
help, we offer one-on-one 
computer help on Mondays 
at 2pm or by appointment.   
For more information, email 
or call the Reference Desk at 
cpl@chicopeepubliclibrary.
org and 594-1800 x3.

Pedestrian Struck in November Motor Vehicle 
Crash in Chicopee Identified

CHICOPEE -  On Sat-
urday, November 23, 2024, 
at approximately 6:40 p.m., 
Chicopee Police Officers 
responded to a call regard-
ing a motor vehicle versus 
pedestrian collision at the 
1500 block of Granby Road 

in Chicopee, Massachusetts. 
Upon arrival, officers lo-
cated an adult male victim. 
The victim was transported 
to Baystate Medical Center 
where he succumbed to his 
injuries.

The victim has been 

identified as Edgar Francis-
co, 72, of Chicopee.

This remains an ongoing 
investigation by the Hamp-
den District Attorney’s Of-
fice Motor Vehicle Homicide 
Unit in conjunction with the 
Chicopee Police Department.
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maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Top Tips to prepare your home for the  
 Spring Real Estate Market! Maureen 

McGarrett Hall  
REALTOR®

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

✓  Create a Budget
✓ Enhance your Curb Appeal
✓ Prepare your Yard
✓ Spring Clean Everything
✓ Declutter and De-personalize
✓ Set the right Temperature
✓ Asses the Flooring
✓ Choose the Right Lighting
✓ Consider minor repairs

✓ Curate a Home Office Space
✓ Freshen Up Paint and Hardware
✓ Focus on the Kitchen and Bath
✓ Create a Welcoming Porch or Patio
✓ Remember the Garden
✓ Call me today to get you started!

Spring Gardening Workshops take place March 29
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

WESTFIELD - The 
Western Massachusetts Mas-
ter Gardener Association is 
gearing up for the coming 
spring with its upcoming 
Spring Gardening Workshops 
on March 29.

The event takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at West-
field South Middle School 
has 10 workshops this year, 
which are “Making Your 
Garden Edible,” a hands-on 
workshop called “Updating 
an Old Garden,” “Gardening 
in Shades of Shade,” “Native 
Plants,” “Healthy Lawns,” 
“Vase Worthy Gardening,” 
another hands-on workshop 
called “Growing and Using 
Herbs,” “Companion Plant-
ing,” “Ins and Outs of House 
Plants” and “Garden Gold: 
Soil and Compost.”

There will also be raffles 
and a marketplace fair with in-
formational booths, vendors, 
a soil testing station testing 
for PH and texture, an Ask a 
Master Gardener Booth, com-
plimentary refreshments and 
more.

This year’s speakers 
include retired nutritionist 
and Master Gardener Chris 
Brown, Larri Cochran, cer-
tified horticulturist and 
Landscape for Life Trainer, 
Northampton Community 
Garden co-director, and vice 
president of the Western Mas-
sachusetts Master Gardener 
Association, Ken Conway, 
head gardener at Better View 
Landscapes, Janet Dodder, 

Horticulture Education Chair 
for the Springfield Garden 
Club, Leslie Duthie, horti-
culturist at Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Cornell Master 
Gardener Chris Ferrero, Mas-
ter Gardener Ed Sourdif-
fe, aka “The Green Thumb 
Guru,” award-winning au-
thor Eric Toensmeier and 
Jen Werner, Urban Forestry 
Commissioner for the City of 
Northampton.

Seats are filling up fast 
and everyone is encouraged 
to register very soon. Online 
registration through March 27 
is $30 for two seminars and, 
if sessions are available, $40 
cash only at the door the day 
of.

For those who may not 
want to register online, they 
can download the form and 
send it in with a check, which 
needs to be mailed and arrive 
by March 16.

Rosey Bonner, a member 
of the WMMGA and part of 
the Planning Committee for 
the event, explained the as-
sociation has been around for 
many years, becoming a non-
profit after the Master Gar-
dener Program Funding was 
cut in 1989.

The association oversees 
three sub-regions in Frank-
lin, Hampden, Berkshire and 
Hampshire counties, takes 
part in community projects 
and also speaks at libraries, 
Farmers Markets, garden 
clubs and more.

“Our primary mission as 
master gardeners is we con-
sider ourself a service orga-
nization and our mission, re-
ally, is to educate the public 

on best practices in garden-
ing on sustainable gardening 
practices,” Bonner said. “So, 
that’s what this workshop is 
all about.”

Bonner shared she’s one 
of the newer members of the 
association and joined after 
retiring as a school adminis-
trator.

“So, when I retired, this 
is what I said I wanted to get 
my hands in the dirt and do,” 
Bonner said.

Bonner explained one 
workshop is already filled up 
and they are categorized into 
groups to serve gardeners at 
all levels who “have different 
loves and likes,” expressing 
excitement for all the offer-
ings coming up.

“So, we have many gar-
deners that love flowers--and 
landscaping and flowers--so 
we put three of the workshops 
geared towards that, and one 
of them is ‘Gardening in the 
Shades of Shade,’” Bonner 
said. “People always strug-
gle. ‘What do I plant in the 
shade?’ We can find lots of 
plants to put in the sun, and 
so this speaker--who is a Cor-
nell Master Gardener--will be 
talking about some of the nu-
ances of that and suggestions 
of plants.”

The “Vase Worthy Gar-
dening” workshop, Bonner 
added, focuses on “how to put 
flowers in your existing beds 
and landscape that you can 
use as cut garden flowers to 
make basis of flowers.”

“And the third one--
which is nearest and dearest 
to our hearts as master gar-
deners--is native plants. Be-

cause we really know for our 
bugs and our birds and every-
thing to survive that whole 
life cycle, we need diversity 
in our yards,” Bonner said. 
“But, we need native plants 
because our native insects 
need plants. They may be get-
ting nectars and dolts from 
one plant, but they can’t lay 
their eggs on that plant. They 
need a different native plant 
as a host plant.”

Another workshop Bon-
ner looks forward to is about 
the ins and outs of house 
plants.

“People are always 
wanting to know ‘what do I 
do with my house plants?’ 
because these are the times 
you’re transplanting, you’re 
getting them outside. So, Ed 

Souddiffe--he’s a master gar-
dener--he will be conducting 
that workshop,” Bonner said.

The “Garden Gold: Soil 
and Compost” workshop, 
which focuses on compost 
and soil, is another one near 
and dear to the association.

“You can have the health-
iest plants that you’re about to 
put in. You can have the great 
sun, good wind. You don’t 
have good soil, your plants 
aren’t going to thrive. So, Jan-
et will really talk about what 
makes up good soil, how do 
you keep your soil healthy 
and part of that is how you 
make and use compost as 
a supplement to your soil,” 
Bonner said.

Bonner encourages all 
surrounding communities to 

check out the workshops this 
year and sign up as soon as 
possible to secure their seat.

“We want you to get 
out in the garden and enjoy 
it, have a healthy productive 
(season) and this is a great 
way to get some knowledge, 
but it also gets you inspired. 
The end of March gets you 
saying, ‘Time to get in there.’ 
We call it ‘Let’s Get Grow-
ing’ because we will grow as 
learners, but we want to get 
our plants and our flowers and 
our vegetables growing

and think of new and 
different things and get re-
sources,” Bonner said. “So, 
I’d say get on out here and get 
inspired for spring!”

To learn more and to reg-
ister, visit wwmga.org.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS ROSEY BONNER

Heidi Dollard from the Mass Pollinator Network talks with an attendee; the organization will be one 
of many on hand again at this year’s WMMGA’s Gardening Workshops.

CHICOPEE - Each month 
the Chicopee Public Library 
hosts a variety of free pro-
grams for children, teens and 
families. The Youth Services 
Department seeks to provide 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for March 2025.

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 1. Come 
let your babies socialize and 
explore sensory play! We will 
have our play area set up with 
some sensory activities and 
other play opportunities. For 
babies 0-24 months and their 
caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held at 1 p.m., on Satur-
days, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. 
Come play at the library! The 
playspace will be open for 
families with kids of all ages 
to meet up and play. 

Terrific Twos  will be on 
Tuesdays, March 4 and 18 at 
10:30 a.m. This program in-
cludes a short storytime and 
a rotating selection of crafts 
and activities. No registration 
is required. This program is 
just for two year olds and their 
caregivers.

Read to a Dog on Wednes-
day, March 5 at 4 p.m. Meet 

Lina, a two year old chocolate 
lab trained as a pediatric ther-
apy dog. She will be here to 
listen to kids practice reading. 
Therapy dogs are good listen-
ers with calm energy and can 
help kids who struggle with 
reading aloud. For ages 5 and 
up. Space is limited, contact 
the Children’s Room to Sign 
up.

Afterschool Thursdays is 
a new program series for 
school age children that the li-
brary is introducing in March 
and plans to run through the 
spring. Each Thursday af-
ternoon will be a different 
opportunity for older kids to 
explore a fun, creative activ-
ity. Recommended for ages 6 
and up, teens and tweens wel-
come. On the first Thursday 
of each month, the longstand-
ing  Build with LEGO  pro-
gram will continue. Freeform 
building time with a big pile 
of LEGO will be on Thursday, 
March 6 at 4 p.m. On the other 
Thursdays different activities 
including art, games and sci-
ence experiments will be of-
fered at 4pm. No registration 
required.

Stop by for a Kids Room 
Craft  on Tuesday, March 11 
at 4 p.m. This month’s craft is 
a paper shooting star. For all 
ages. 

Storytime will be held in 
the children›s program room 
on Wednesdays March 12 and 
26 at 10:30 a.m. Storytime is 
based loosely around the early 
childhood literacy skills: sing, 
talk, read, write and play. We 
read books, sing and move, 
and do a craft or activity. Rec-
ommended for preschool aged 
kids.

Little Movers  will be 
held in the children›s program 
room on Fridays March 14 and 
28 at 11 a.m. Babies crawling 
to 24 months and their care-
givers are invited to join us for 
free play followed by circle 
time exploring songs, finger-
plays and movement!

On Wednesday March 
19 at 10:30 a.m. in the com-
munity room, the library will 
have a Little Kid Dance Par-
ty  geared for kids five and 
under and their caregivers. 
Older kids are welcome, as 
well, especially during school 
vacation week. There will be 
songs, dancing and big move-
ment! Please note: there will 
be no Dance Party on March 5 
this month.

The library will host 
a Meet-up for Homeschooling 
Families on Thursday, March 
20 at 11 a.m. Homeschool-
ing families can meet each 
other and hang out. Chicop-

ee’s point person for AHEM 
(Advocates for Home Edu-
cation in MA) will be there. 
We do different activities each 
month. 

Teen Programs
An  Escape Room for 

Teens  will be set up after 
school (2:30-4:30) on Tuesday 
March 4 through Thursday 
March 6 in the meeting room 
near the Teen Space. Middle 
and High school students can 
stop by and try to solve a Bat-
man-themed mystery.

Teen Wayback Wednes-
day, the program sometimes 
known as Throwback Thurs-
day, will be on Wednesday, 
March 12 from 2:30 to 4 p.m. 
Join us for an afternoon of 
“kid” programming just for 
teens. Play with toys, do a 
craft, and enjoy activities with 
the giant parachute! Teen pro-
grams are open to middle and 
high school students. 

Teen Anime Club  will 
meet on Wednesday, March 
19 from 3 to 4:30 p.m.. This 
month’s activity will be “An-
ime Wheel of Fortune”. Teen 
programs are open to middle 
and high school students. 

For more information 
about the library and all of the 
upcoming events, visit  www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org 

Chicopee Public Library Hosts Events for 
Kids and Families

Chicopee Historical Society 
presents Derek Strahan Talk

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Historical Society 
presents a talk by Derek Stra-
han on local sites “then and 
now” through present-day 
and historical images. The 
event is Wednesday, March 
19, 2025, at the Chicopee 
Public Library Bazan Com-
munity Room, 449 Front 
Street, Chicopee, Mass., at 
6:30 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

Derek Strahan is the 
managing editor and pri-
mary author of the website 
“Lost New England,” which 
features then-and-now im-
ages of locations across the 

region. In addition, he is the 
author of two books: “Lost 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
and New England Then and 
Now,” and he is the host of 
the “Western Mass Histo-
ry” podcast.

Mr. Strahan is a West-
field State University gradu-
ate with degrees in English 
and Regional Planning, and 
he currently works as a land 
use and environment planner. 
He serves on the board of di-
rectors of the Longmeadow 
Historical Society and is a 
past president of the Spring-
field Preservation Trust. 

RiverMills to hold
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will have 
a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
on Thursday, March 6 at 5 
p.m.at Chicopee Council on 
Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day with a delicious 
Corned Beef dinner catered 
by Hamel’s, while listening 
to traditional Irish songs by 
local Western Mass band 

Banish Misfortune. Beer, 
wine and non-alcoholic bev-
erages will be available for 
purchase. 

Tickets are $20 and 
there is a limit of two tickets 
per person. Registration is 
now open for this dinner. 

Please call RiverMills 
Center to inquire about tick-
et availability. You must reg-
ister in person. 
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Snow bunting
I received an email 

from an Oakham resident 
said he and a friend on Feb. 
12 startled a flock of about 
eight snow buntings as they 
drove along Adams Road in 
New Braintree. 

He said, “The buntings 
are seen here every winter.” 
On Feb. 18, I drove over 
Adams Road and saw the 
same flock of snow bun-
tings. Their white bellies 
will visible as they flew up 
from the side of the road.

The snow bunting is 
seven inches long with a 
plumpish body. In winter, 
snow buntings are streaked 
with buff and black. The 
ear patch and the back is 
streaked with buff as well 
as the flanks and breast. 
The belly is white and the 
bill yellow-orange. The 
male’s crown is black and 
the female’s buff.

The male in summer is 
a striking white and black. 
The head and breast are 
white and the back, tail 
and bill are black. The fe-
male in summer plumage 
is a more subdued version 
of the male with her head a 
gray color.

Snow buntings sum-
mer on the tundra and 
rocky shores, their breeding 
grounds. The female lays 
three to nine creamy blue or 
gray eggs in a nest of moss, 
grasses and earth placed on 
rocky ground. Their song is 
a musical warble and calls 
include “tew” and soft, 
buzzy notes.

In winter, they inhab-
it open fields, roadsides 
and beaches in the south-
ern Canada and the United 
States.

Brown creeper
Last week, I saw a 

brown creeper moving up 
a tree near one of my bird 
feeders and suet cakes. 
When they get near the top 
of the tree, they fly down to 
the base and climb up the 
tree in a different spot on 
the tree. 

Birds and more at my 
feeder

Sunday during the 

storm, I spotted an opos-
sum under my feeder dig-
ging in the snow for seeds. 
At this point, it switched 
to rain and the opossum 
had wet fur. Besides the 
opossum, I had squirrels 
and the usual black-capped 
chickadees, white-breasted 
nuthatches, tufted titmice, 
downy woodpeckers, dark 
eyed juncos, bluejays and 
mourning doves. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham resident 

saw a bald eagle land on 
the ice on Lake Dean. Late 
last month, fishing derby 
participants saw an eagle at 
Lake Dean.

Loon facts
The Loon Preserva-

tion Committee newslet-
ter mentioned facts about 
the first migration and ac-
quiring breeding territory. 
Each fall, juvenile loons 
undertake their first mi-
gration to their wintering 
grounds. The article said, 
“First, they have to man-
age the energetic costs of 
migration—sadly, not all 
survive the trip from their 
lakes to their wintering 
grounds. Those that make 
it to the ocean encounter a 
new and unfamiliar world, 
filled with prey species that 
they have no experience 
catching and predator spe-
cies like sharks and seals 
that they have no experi-
ence evading. Without their 
parents to show them the 
ropes, they have to quickly 
learn where to forage and 
how to evade these new 
predators. And carry-over 
effects resulting from the 
environmental conditions 
they experienced on their 
lakes during development 
can also influence their sur-
vival – those juvenile loons 
that were raised on lower 
quality territories may start 
off in worse shape than oth-
ers, which can reduce their 
chance of survival. All of 
these factors combine to 
mean that there is a 53% 
chance that a loon will sur-
vive from hatch to adult-
hood (age three).”

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.
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Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

GUEST COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Dear Rusty 
I have reached my full 

retirement age (66 plus 8 
months) and plan to apply for 
Social Security this month, but 
I’ve seen articles, which say 
that when I apply, I must also 
take Medicare Part A. 

This, even though I am 
continuing to work and am 
covered by my employer’s 
health insurance (a high de-
ductible plan). I contribute 
bi-weekly into an Heath Sav-

ings Account. I’ve read that 
Medicare back dates Part 
A coverage by six months, 
which suggests I would have 
had to stop contributing to my 
HSA six months ago. 

If this is true, will I need 
to pay penalties and such to 
the IRS? I’m not able to find 
anything else about this topic 
and I’m wondering what you 
might have to say. I have my 
wife and two children on my 
employer’s HDHP. We con-

tribute $6,000 annually to our 
HSA and my employer con-
tributes $1,250 on Jan. 1 each 
year. We can live without the 
HSA, but the taxes and IRS 
penalties concern me. 

Signed: Wanting to Claim 
SS (but concerned) 

  
Dear Wanting to Claim 
I’m afraid that what 

you’ve read is correct – it is 
mandatory for you to take 
Medicare Part A (inpatient 
hospitalization coverage) 
when receiving Social Se-
curity benefits after age 65. 
Medicare Part A is free to you 
and even though you are still 
covered under your employ-
er’s creditable high deductible 
healthcare plan and can delay 
taking Medicare Part B, you 
must take Medicare Part A to 
collect Social Security after 
65. Medicare and your em-

I never thought I would 
say this, but I am out of ideas 
for this week’s column.  

Every topic I come up 
with has been covered at one 
time or another. So, as the 
snow falls every so furiously 
outside, I am going to resort 
to the “stick your finger in the 
gardening encyclopedia, and 
see where it lands” trick.  

I’ll leave the topics of the 
week to fate.

Here goes: For the first 
topic, my finger landed on 
a funny picture of geranium 
plants with their rootballs 
wrapped in newspaper hang-
ing from the beams in some-
one’s basement. I have written 
before about my success in 
bringing my geranium plants 
inside for the winter and plac-
ing them in a south facing win-
dow.  

Just yesterday I was look-
ing at the plants more closely, 
knowing that soon enough, I 
will be snipping the tips to take 
some cuttings. But I digress, 
the picture I saw is just another 
way to overwinter your gera-
nium plants, especially if you 
don’t have a sunny window 
or a lot of indoor gardening 
space.  

Many old timers used to 
talk of this method a lot and 
had great success with it. You 
could either try and pot the 
plants up ahead of time or go 
right from the basement to 
the outdoors after the threat 
of frost has passed and after 
a thorough hardening off pro-

cess, of course.
Second topic: My finger 

landed on the herb Lovage 
(Levisticum officinale). I have 
started lovage from seed near-
ly every year for the last 30 
years.  

This celery substitute is 
always on the list of trans-
plants needed for the herb gar-
den at Old Sturbridge Village. 
Lovage seed is not viable for 
long, so new seed is needed 
each year, or germination will 
be sparse.  

The  plant is considered a 
perennial, meaning it will re-
turn year after year, but in my 
experience, the best foliage 
production will be in the first 
year. The flowers are “um-
bells” like dill and fennel but 
flowers only take away from 
foliage production, so they are 
best snipped off.  

The hollow stems are 
used in place of celery in soups 
and stews. My mom always 
enjoyed drying the leaves for 
use during the winter months.

Topic three: Hostas! I was 
never a big fan of Hostas until 
I had a yard that had substan-
tial amounts of shade. These 
versatile plants are a perfect 
companion for many shade 
loving perennials, especially if 
they are planted in fertile soil 
with ample moisture.  

Like other perennials, 
Hostas need a period of dor-
mancy to succeed, so they will 
do well in our climate, and 
down to Zone 8 or so. Most 
varieties are grown for their 
foliage only; I find it funny 
that some gardeners snip off 
the flowers as they begin to 
form, saying that it actually 

takes away from the look of 
the plant.  

There are so many types 
to choose from and in col-
ors ranging from grass-green 
to yellow and even blue-
gray! Some are variegated or 
splashed with color.  

Leaf sizes range from mi-
nuscule to huge! One pest that 
loves Hosta leaves is the slug. 
To lessen their interest in the 
plant, be sure to remove de-
composing foliage.  

Use any number of traps, 
homemade or otherwise to 
keep your plants damage free.

And the last fate-filled 
topic is: Chile peppers! There 
are all kinds of hot peppers 
out there for the gardener to 
experiment with. You might 
think that growing instructions 
may differ for fire-hot peppers, 
but they are grown in the same 
manner as regular bell pep-
pers.  

Start the seeds inside, or 
purchase transplants. Warm 
the soil ahead of installing the 
plants, and don’t overdue it 
fertility-wise. Provide supple-
mental water if the summer 
gets droughty.  

Harvest when the peppers 
turn color, and do so wearing 
gloves being ever mindful 
not to touch your eyes. I had 
always heard that a milk bath 
should help ease the sting of 
an accidental burn; others say 
ingesting starchy food does the 
trick.

Well, I hope this uncon-
ventional column was an en-
joyable read.  It’s never too 
late to pull out a reference 
book or two for some interest-
ing factoids.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

LETTER TO EDITOR

To The Editor:
There is speculation of 

an asteroid that could pos-
sibly plummet our planet in 
2032 causing catastrophic 
damage according to astrol-
ogers. There is only about a 
3% chance of this happen-
ing.

But what if our nation 
were to merge with Rus-
sia, China and North Ko-
rea adopting their values 
or lack of basic values, I 
should say, toward civ-
il rights abuse. Given the 
power of these four coun-

tries could and most likely 
would dominate the plan-
et in ways distinguishing 
freedoms and democracy 
forever. The probability of 
this happen is much greater 
than an asteroid.

The United States has 
been a counter-balance 
against the rise of Author-
itarianism rule among the 
nations in which people en-
joy individual creativity.

The U.S. must never 
rebuff and shun their allies!

Bill Paul, Chicopee

What if?

Leave it to fate

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

GUEST COLUMN

Reader asks about claiming 
Social Security when I have a 
Health Savings Account

See SOCIAL SECURITY
page 7www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/27/25-3/5/252/27/25-3/5/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

MAHI MAHI FILETS ......................

$239
lb

lb88¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. BEST YET

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................... $667

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$529
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAK ..........................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$199
lb

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE RABBITS .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$199
lb

$219

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................

$497
lb

lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM SKINLESS
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ..................$888

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET ..........................

$888
lb

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$777

lb

clothes that they don’t have 
fitting anymore. Old hoodies 
for the winter, coats and just 
give back to our community 
in that way. Then, they can 
also build their resume as 
well.”

O’Neil reflected on pro-
viding opportunities for her 
generation to raise their voice 
and share their ideas.

“My opinion, I think 
kids don’t fully understand 
the processes, so letting them 
have a seat at the table and 
having more of a voice, I 
think, would really improve 
the engagement. As well as 
more social media engage-
ment as well and just more for 
high schools,” O’Neil said. 
“Like people to go into high 
schools and make their proj-
ects known.”

Caproni also focused on 
social media and combatting 
misinformation.

“In our generation, we 
are chronically online and 
social media has become an 
integral part of our lifestyles. 
I think we should use social 
media as a tool to help engage 
people in civic roles,” Caproni 
said. “Online there is so much 
fake information that’s being 
spread around and I think we 
should be using social media 
to spread truthful information 
and really encourage people 
to engage in their civic du-
ties.”

After it was announced 
Torres was this year’s Grand 
Colleen, she shared this mes-
sage with the audience.

“I just want to say thank 
you and I can’t wait to repre-
sent you guys as Chicopee’s 
Colleen for this year. I will 
represent you guys with good 
pride and representation, and 
I just want to say to my court 
that I am excited to spend 
this year with you guys. I’m 
excited and thank you to the 
judges, honestly, and thank 
you,” Torres said. “And last-
ly I want to say thank you to 
my coach, Jordan, for push-
ing me to do this opportuni-
ty and making me believe in 
myself. Without her, I don’t 
know I would be able to do 
this opportunity. Thank you 
Jordan!”

Colleen and Court Reflect
As the celebrations 

continued, Torres, Cumba, 
O’Neil, Caproni and Oxley 
were emotional, humbled and 
honored to be part of the court 
this year.

“Crazy. Never thought it 
would happen,” Oxley said.

“I’ve wanted this since I 
was a little girl. So, my dream 
has come true right now,” 
O’Neil said.

“I’m happy to make 
my coach proud, my parents 
proud and all of Chicopee 
proud,” Torres said.

“This is my second time 
doing this, so I thought, ‘Why 
not do it again? Try again’ 
and here I am again,” Cumba 
said.

“I feel so grateful for this 
opportunity. This is some-
thing that I’ve been wanting 
since I was a little girl and be-
ing able to make my dreams 
come true,” Caproni said.

The girls shared what in-
spired them to participate in 
the contest this year.

“My family and all the 
support that I got at school,” 
Oxley said.

“It’s just been a long time 
and my dad had definitely 
pushed me to do this and my 
family,” O’Neil said.

“My coach definitely 
helped me pursue all of this,” 
Torres said.

“I think it was definitely 
my parents pushing me to do 
something else,” Cumba said.

“This has been a lifelong 
dream of mine and I’m real-
ly doing this in honor of my 
Nona who passed away a few 
years ago,” Caproni said.

As for what everyone 
looks forward to doing, the 
girls said this.

“Meeting people, talking 
to them and making new 
friends,” Oxley said.

“The parade is really ex-
citing for me,” O’Neil said.

“I’m most excited to 
spend this next year with my 
court--my girls--and the pa-
rade and the whole night be-
forehand,” Torres said.

“I think I’m just excited 
for the whole experience,” 
Cumba said.

“I’m just excited to rep-
resent my city and just have 
all these new experiences,” 
Caproni said.

This was their advice for 
future contestants.

“Don’t hold yourself 
back and just go for it,” Oxley 
said.

“Breathe, take a breath 
before you speak and just be 
confident in yourself and be 
yourself,” O’Neil said.

“Just be yourself. Don’t 
think that anything is too far 
out of your reach,” Torres 
said.

“Just go for it, honestly. 
It’s not that bad,” Cumba said.

“Believe in yourself and 
take a deep breath, because 
this is all going to be worth 
it,” Caproni said.

Their message to the 
community and supporters 
was this.

“Thank you to them. 
They’ve been the biggest 
support that I can get,” Oxley 
said.

“Say a big thank you to 
my family and my friends 
who have supported me 
through this and giving me 
a lot of confidence,” O’Neil 
said.

“I just want to say thank 
you to everybody who was 
involved and I cannot wait 
to represent you guys with 
pride,” Torres said.

“I’d like to say thank you 
to my mom, my dad and my 
grandparents, my siblings,” 
Cumba said.

“I’d like to thank God, 
my family, my friends and all 
my loved ones for supporting 
me on this journey,” Caproni 
said.

Also, to proudly show off 
that Irish pride.

“Be happy for yourself. 
Don’t ever think too small of 
yourself,” Oxley said.

“I have a lot of family 
from Ireland and I have fam-
ily that has competed in this 
event before and I want to 
follow in their footsteps and 
make my parents proud as 
well,” O’Neil said.

“Tradition just means 
representation and making 

everybody feel proud of their 
culture, not being afraid of 
who you are,” Torres said.

“I think representing the 

culture means continuing 
on everything that they have 
done in the past,” Cumba said.

“I’m just so grateful to 

represent my Irish heritage 
and represent my family 
members who have come be-
fore me,” Caproni said.

COLLEEN  from page 1
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Daiana Torres reacts after she’s announced as this year’s Chi-
copee Colleen. This year’s contestants hold hands as they await the announcement of who made the final five at  the Colleen Coronation Ball.

From the left, 2025 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee President Kathy Sliwa, 
Hannah O’Neil, Emma Caproni, Kaitlyn Gilhooly, 2024 Colleen Court Member Lilian Young and 
Scholarship Chair—and this year’s Woods Award Winner—George Balakier pose for a group 
photo. O’Neil, Caproni, Gilhooly and Young are this year’s scholarship recipients.

PHOTOS AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – On Feb. 22, the Chicopee Fire Department and Chicopee Police Department Honor 
Guard participated in the opening ceremonies of the 2025 Chicopee Colleen Coronation Ball. 
We are grateful to our members who volunteered their time.

CPD and CFD Honor Guard participate 
in Coronation Ball

Meghan Oxley, Wilmette Cumba, 2025 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Committee President Kathy Sliwa, 
Daiana Torres, Hannah O’Neil and Emma Caproni pose for a photo after receiving their gifts.”

CHICOPEE – The For 
The Love of Good Founda-
tion will be hosting a Purse 
& Power Tool Bingo Fund-
raiser on March 2 at the 
Chicopee Moose Center on 
Fuller Road.

Bingo starts at 2 p.m. 
and the doors open at Noon.

Join us for a FUN after-
noon of bingo and raffles to 
support our work at For the 
Love of Good Foundation. 
Play Bingo with friends to 
win a beautiful designer 

purse or a wonderful power 
tool. 

$35 will get you 10 bin-
go games and a free Dauber. 

Payments accepted: 
Venmo, PayPal, Cash App, 
Checks and Cash. 

Table of Eight SPE-
CIAL DISCOUNT: Buy 
seven tickets, Get one FREE. 

Get your tickets TO-
DAY!! Call Debbie 413-
315-9072. 

Cash Bar, BYO Snacks, 
Raffle & Door Prizes & 

Light Refreshments, 21 & 
Older ONLY. 

We continue to do this 
good work in the loving 
memory of Kevin Joslyn, 
our beloved friend and cher-
ished founder. 

For more info about our 
work, visit our Facebook 
Business Page or our incred-
ible website, fortheloveof-
goodfoundation.org. Thank 
you for your continued sup-
port!!

FTLOG Designer Purse & Power Tool Bingo 
Fundraiser set for March 2

English as a Second Language Class
CHICOPEE - The Chi-

copee Senior Center will 
offer “English as a Second 
Language” Mondays at 1:30 
p.m. beginning March 24 
through May 19 at Chicopee 
Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, 5 West Main 

St.
If English is a new 

language for you, of if you 
want to work on your En-
glish skills, this class is for 
you. Mary Gallagher will be 
leading this class where you 
will focus on communica-

tions along with writing and 
reading skills. This 8-week 
series will be an interactive 
class where you will apply 
your language skills in ev-
ery day situations. You must 
register in advance at River-
Mills Center

From Ireland to America at RiverMills
 CHICOPEE - The Coun-

cil on Aging will the program 
“From Ireland to America” on 
Wednesday, March 5 at 1:30 
p.m. at Chicopee Council on 
Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Roger Tincknell is back at 
RiverMills Center to celebrate 
the upcoming St. Patrick’s 
Day holiday. During this pro-
gram, you will hear the songs, 
stories and ballads from Ire-
land, along with some step 

dancing and spoon playing. 
This program is supported by 
the Chicopee Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. Regis-
tration is required. 
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Xavier Kleps goes for an open shot.

Elijah Kleps flies for a layup.
Garrett Gauthier heads down the 
court.

Modesto Galindrez gets ready to go up 
for a shot

 Comp falls to Holyoke in quarterfinals
CHICOPEE – It was a 

tough end to the regular sea-
son and sectional playoffs 
for Chicopee Comprehen-
sive High School girls bas-
ketball. 

The Colts were sched-
uled enter the state tour-
nament earlier this week 
against Tewksbury High 
School, but were doing so 
after finishing the season 

10-10. The Colts, which 
won four of its first five 
games and had an 8-3 re-
cord early on, fell in the 
Western Mass. quarterfinals 
and then lost in nonplay-
off action to finish 10-10 
overall. The Colts hoped to 
reach the next round of the 
state tournament following 
the Tewksbury game earlier 
this week.

Damian Loniaz looks to make a stop.

Pacers defeat McCann Tech

HOLYOKE – After scoring an 
upset win during the regular season, 
Chicopee Comprehensive was hop-
ing lightning would strike twice in 
the quarterfinals of the Western Mass. 
Class A Tournament. But it was not 
to be as the Colts fell to host Holy-

oke 62-51 last Monday night. Xavi-
er Kleps had 12 points while Elijah 
Kleps had 10 points. Jacoby Haney 
also had 10 points in the game. The 
Colts were scheduled to face Burling-
ton in the Division 2 state tournament 
on Feb. 28 at 6 p.m.

Jacoby Haney goes for a three-pointer.

Francis Jordan takes the easy jump 
shot.

T-Birds get big win 
in shootout

BRIDGEPORT  — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(26-19-2-3) walked a tight-
rope and escaped with a 
3-2 shootout win over the 
Bridgeport Islanders (12-33-
3-3) on Sunday afternoon at 
Total Mortgage Arena.

From the game’s onset, 
T-Birds starting netminder 
Vadim Zherenko was dialed 
in, as he fended off a fero-
cious first-period bar-
rage as the Isles 
launched 15 
shots at the 
Springfield net. 
Despite managing 
only five attempts 
at the opposite end, 
the T-Birds kept the game 
even heading into the sec-
ond.

For a second straight 
day, the T-Birds offense 
came to life in the back end 
of the middle frame, begin-
ning with Otto Stenberg 
cashing in for the game’s 
opening marker at 11:05. 
Hugh McGing gathered the 
puck behind the goal line 
and slipped it into the left 
circle for a pinching Anton 
Malmstrom. The Springfield 
defenseman’s shot glanced 
off Henrik Tikkanen before 
coming to rest in the crease 
for Stenberg, who tapped it 
into the yawning net to give 
Springfield the 1-0 lead. 

Both teams exchanged 
unsuccessful power plays 
during second-period ac-
tion, but a strange sequence 

of events at 5-on-5 result-
ed in the next key moment 
in the game. It began at the 
17:27 mark when Matthew 
Peca one-timed a pass from 
MacKenzie MacEachern 
from the right-wing circle. 
The captain immediately 
celebrated what he believed 
to be a goal, but referees 
deemed it hit the crossbar, 

and play continued. 
Just seconds later, 

Brian Pinho 
beat Zhe-
renko on 

a breakaway 
at the opposite 
end of the rink, 
and the Isles 

believed they had tied the 
game, 1-1.

After a replay review, 
the officials determined that 
Peca’s shot did, indeed, find 
the back of the net, and as 
a result, the Pinho goal was 
wiped away, and Springfield 
had the 2-0 lead heading into 
the third.

Despite what has been 
a difficult season, the last-
place Islanders refused to 
waver in the third. Eetu Li-
ukas finally solved Zheren-
ko with a perfectly placed 
wrist shot from the left side 
at 10:13 of the final period, 
setting the stage for a chaotic 
finish to regulation in a 2-1 
game.

After Springfield killed 
off one Islander power play, 

Colts set to enter 
state tournament

CHARLESTON, SC  – 
The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (24-23-2-4 54pts) lost 
to the  South Carolina Sting-
rays  (33-13-3-2, 71pts) on 
Sunday afternoon by a final 
score of 3-0 in 
front of a crowd 
of 4,503 at the 
North Charles-
ton Coliseum.

The Rail-
ers are back on 
the ice next at 
the DCU Cen-
ter taking on the 
Bloomington Bison on Fri-
day, February 28th, at 7:05 
p.m. for Monkey Wrenches 
weekend.

Jamie Engelbert (1-0-1) 
opened up the scoring with 
a goal for the Stingrays ear-
ly in the second period. 8:35 
into the third period Alexan-
der Suzdalev(1-0-1) netted 
another goal for the Sting-
rays increasing their lead to 
2-0. The Stingrays kept their 
momentum going with a goal 
late in the third period by 
Tyler Weiss (1-0-1) which 
would be the final goal of the 
game to give the Stingrays a 
3-0 win over Worcester.

Neither team was able to 

get the puck in the net in the 
first period. Hugo Ollas had 
11 saves on 11 shots while 
Garin Bjorklund had 7 saves 
on 7 shots. The score was 0-0 
going into the second period.

The Sting-
rays struck first 
with a goal from 
Jamie Engelbert 
(14th) just 2:18 
into the second 
period, placing 
a shot perfectly 
over the glove 
hand of Ollas to 

score what would eventually 
be the game-winner. This was 
the only action in the second 
period, while South Carolina 
out shot the Railers 15-4 in 
the second.

Alexander Suzdalev 
(10th) gave the Stingrays a 
2-0 lead over the Railers in 
the third period. The Sting-
rays continued their scoring 
with a goal by Tyler Weiss 
(14th) who finished off a re-
bound along the far side on 
a wide open net. Weiss’ goal 
was the final goal of the game 
giving the Stingrays a 3-0 
victory over the Railers. The 
Railers outshot the Stingrays 
12-11 in the third period.

Railers get shutout 
win in road finale HOLYOKE – On 

Feb. 11 in a makeup game, 
Chicopee High School 
hockey grabbed a 6-2 win 
over McCann Technical 
High School. The Pacers 
were not scheduled to 
participate in the Western 
Mass. Tournament, and 
were placed in nonplayoff 
action last week. High-
lights from that action will 
be in a future edition.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brennan Corcoran readies a wrist shot.Jake Fournier dekes with the puck.
Alex Rochele tries to work away from 
pressure.

Braydon LaDuke heads up the ice.

See T-BIRDS page 7
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IN THE CITY

Tikkanen raced to the bench 
in the final minute, and with 
a cavalcade of bodies around 
the slot, Sam Bolduc found 
a home for a point wrist shot 
at 19:07, and the game was 
tied heading into overtime, 
2-2.

The Islanders had most 
of the high-danger chanc-
es in the 3-on-3 period, but 
Zherenko locked back in and 
answered the bell on three 
Bridgeport attempts while 
getting a break as Bolduc 
rang a shot off the post. 

Peca got the T-Birds 
off on the right foot in the 

shootout, beating Tikkanen 
through the right armpit to 
give Springfield the edge. 
Zherenko took care of mat-
ters from there, stopping Matt 
Maggio and William Dufour 
before getting an assist from 
the post on Chris Terry’s at-
tempt to push the shootout 
into a fourth round. The 
shootout triumph was Spring-
field’s first away from home 
since Dec. 31, 2022. 

Winners of three straight, 
the T-Birds continue their 
five-game road swing on Fri-
day night when they visit the 
Hartford Wolf Pack for a 7:00 
p.m. puck drop at the XL 
Center.

BARRY SCHOOL
 from page 1

will develop. 
“The schematic design 

is pretty robust because they 
want to establish what the 
cost of the project is going 
to be at the end of module 
four, as you see module five 
is funding the project. The 
MSBA will take our cost es-
timate for this and basically 
determine what their share of 
the project will be and they’ll 
come out with a project fund-
ing agreement that the city 
will sign and the MSBA will 
sign. That will establish what 
the eligible costs are for the 
project moving forward, the 
city knows what their share 
is going to be, the MSBA 
knows what their share is 
going to be,” Gardner said. 
“At that point, once we’ve 
got approval and the agree-
ment is signed, we’ll move 
into detailed design, which 
is design development and 
construction bid documents. 
There’s two procurement 
paths you can take, construc-
tion manager at risk and also 
a hard bid.”

The construction man-
ager at risk is beneficial if 
the city plans to renovate an 
existing building, with the 
benefit of getting the con-
tractor on site early and to do 
the investigative work in the 
existing building. 

“If you are going to 
build a new building, it’s 
probably more cost effec-
tive to go with a hard bid 
and just get the low bidder 
for the project. Because we 

don’t have to investigate how 
the walls are actually put to-
gether, where we might run 
into surprises behind walls. 
That’s something that will 
come out in the whole pro-
cess here. Module Seven is 
construction, once we bid 
the project, it’ll go into the 
construction phase which 
can take anywhere from two 
to three years. Depending on 
what the site conditions are 
and other factors, it’s a long 
process altogether, it’s usual-
ly a four-to-five-year process 
thing. But Chicopee is in the 
pipeline now and we’re mov-
ing forward with the feasibil-
ity study,” Gardner said. 

Referring to the feasibil-
ity study, district leadership, 
staff, parents, and communi-
ty members participated in 
programming sessions led 
by Educational Planner Mike 
Pirollo and Educational 

Consultant Paul White from 
MLP Integrated Design, 
along with Caolo and Bie-
niek Architects for the Anna 
E. Barry Elementary School, 
Gardner explained a collab-
orative process designed to 
inform the Barry Elementa-
ry School Feasibility Study 
and pre-design process with 
school tours, observational 
building walkthroughs with 
district leadership, program 
verification meetings and vi-
sioning sessions. 

Participants went 
through a step-by-step pro-
cess aimed at capturing their 
high-level thinking around 
educational, architectural, 
and community goals and 
priorities, child develop-
ment, vision of teaching and 
learning, and vision of the 
ideal learning environment.

“The first things we do 
with the stakeholders is we do 

something called the vision-
ing process for the school, 
it’s actually one of my favor-
ite parts because we learn as 
the architects what’s import-
ant to Chicopee, what’s im-
portant to the School Depart-
ment and what’s important to 
the neighbors, and what they 
want the school to be when 
it’s done,” Gardner said. 

Gardner went on to up-
date the School Committee 
on various site updates of the 
existing Barry School site 
and the ongoing investiga-
tion to alternate sites in the 
feasibility study. From the 
onset of the project, the May-
or and School Department 
are seeking the very best 
interest of the city’s schools 
and relying on the feasibility 
process to ensure the educa-
tional and community goals 
are supported to the greatest 
extent possible.

War, which in high school I 
never was very interested in, 
but now as a college student 
I was really interested in. It’s 
hard to really get any per-
spective on the importance of 
history when you’re young, I 
was passionate about history 
and went on to major in it,” 
Auclair said.

Questioned on why 
he believes he earned this 
award, Auclair said this.

“I think part of what we 
do, your personality plays a 
part in that. But I think a lot 
of it is just hard work and be-
ing committed to what you 
do. I’ve always felt ever since 
I got into teaching that being 
prepared and working hard is 
kind of the best approach to 
take to being a good teach-

er,” Auclair said. “And then 
letting the joy of the subject 
and how much you enjoy 
being with the kids, aligned 
with hard work, you cannot 
go wrong.”

Auclair mentioned that 
this line of work may not 
have the holiday bonuses or 
sales incentives, but over the 
years he’s received letters 
and cards from students that 
he says, “It’s more meaning-
ful than any type of monetary 
reward or recognition.” 

“If I could, to all of my 
colleagues who work in the 
building with me, they are 
important in helping each 
other get through the day. I 
believe my colleagues were 
the ones that nominated me 
and without them, our job 
would be a lot more difficult. 
Thank you,” Auclair said. 

JASON AUCLAIR from page 1

TURLEY PHOTO BY TEDY MAKUCH

ployer’s plan will coordinate 
healthcare benefit payments.  

That does, however, also 
mean your Health Savings Ac-
count will be affected because, 
as you have found, Medicare 
will backdate your Part A 
coverage by six months. And 
because Part A is not a high 
deductible plan (a requirement 
for HSA), any contributions 
you make after the effective 
date of Part A will be subject 
to an IRS penalty, and your 
HSA contributions won’t be 
considered tax-exempt. This 
will mean the IRS will likely 
assess a 6% excise tax on any 
contributions made after your 
Part A effective date and you’ll 
need to pay income tax on 
those contributions.  

What you may wish to 
consider is stopping your HSA 
contributions now and wait-
ing an additional six months 
or so to claim your Social Se-
curity benefits (to get beyond 
the HSA penalty phase). This 
would have the advantage of 
avoiding the IRS penalty on 

your HSA contributions and 
would also increase your So-
cial Security benefit due to De-
layed Retirement Credits. You 
earn DRCs at the rate of .677% 
for each month beyond your 
FRA that you wait to claim, 
which means an SS benefit 
about 4% higher if you wait 
six months longer to claim SS. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This ar-
ticle is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 5

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Open Swim

CHICOPEE – Open 
Swim will be hosted at Chi-
copee High School from 
Noon to 2 p.m., having kicked 
off on Jan. 12 and will be run-
ning through March 2.

The cost is $3 for res-
idents and $5 for non-resi-
dents.

To learn more, contact 
the Parks & Recreation De-
partment at 413-594-3481.

Polish Junior League of 
Massachusetts awarding 

scholarships
REGION – The Polish 

Junior League of Massachu-
setts has announced that it 
will be awarding scholarships 
again this year for college stu-
dents of Polish Heritage. 

Scholarships will be 
awarded to undergraduate 
students, and one scholarship 
will be granted to a graduate 
or returning student. Appli-
cation information and forms 
may be obtained at www.pol-
ishjuniorleaguema.org/appli-
cations.

Deadline for receipt of 
application materials is May 

1, 2025.
Selection is based upon 

financial need and academic 
achievement.

Applications are avail-
able online at www.polish-
juniorleaguema.org/applica-
tions.

Dream Designers
CHICOPEE – Join us 

for exciting and interactive 
STEM activities designed to 
ignite curiosity, creativity and 
critical thinking in children 
2.9 to five years old and their 
families.

Explore, experiment and 
discover the wonders of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math through hands-
on experiences!

Location: Tuesdays at 
H.B. Lawrence Elementary 
School, 156 Cabot St., Holy-
oke

Thursdays at Szetela 
Early Childhood School, 66 
Macek Dr., Chicopee

Time: 4 to 5 p.m.
Dates: 
Tuesdays: Jan. 28 

through March 11
Thursdays: Jan. 30 

through March 13
Children must attend 

with an adult. 
To learn more, call Shane 

at 413-310-1632.

Japanese For Beginners 
Zoom Class

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging will 
offer Japanese for Begin-
ners Zoom classes beginning 
Tuesday, Jan. 14 thru Tues-
day, April 1 at 4:30 p.m. via 
Zoom.

Join Charlie DuQuette, 
USMC/Retired, for this 12-
week series on learning basic 
Japanese. You will need a val-
id email address and access to 
Zoom for this class as it will 
be virtual and in the comfort 
of your own home. Class will 
meet at 4:30 every Tuesday 
beginning Jan.14 thru April 
1via Zoom. A study group 
will be held at Chicopee Se-
nior Center every Friday at 2 
p.m. from Jan. 17 thru April 
4. You must provide a valid 
email address at the time of 
registration.

Chicopee Senior Center 

Volunteer Dishwasher needed 
CHICOPEE – The Chi-

copee Council on Aging at 
RiverMills Center is looking 
for a volunteer Dishwasher 
for our congregate meal site. 
This volunteer position would 
be Monday thru Friday from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

This position would be 
assisting with dishwashing 
for the congregate meal site 
after lunch service. If you are 
interested in this volunteer 
opportunity, please contact 
RiverMills Center’s Volunteer 
Coordinator Brandon Dumas 
at 413-534-3698 ext. 130 for 
additional information or stop 
by the reception desk to pick 
up an application.

Harmony House Needs 
Volunteers

CHICOPEE - The doors 
have opened at Harmony 
House of Western Massachu-
setts and potential volunteers 
are invited to explore the op-
portunity to help others in our 
communities.   

Harmony House of West-
ern Massachusetts is a social 
model home for hospice care 

located in Chicopee.   After 
closing our original home in 
2019 and purchasing a house 
in the Aldenville section of 
Chicopee for renovation, the 
organization is actively serv-
ing our residents with the help 
of volunteers and staff mem-
bers.  

Harmony House is cur-
rently in need of caregivers 
and people who would en-
joy the opportunity to sup-
port our residents.  Whether 
it’s a few hours a week or a 
few hours a month, Harmony 
House is a welcoming place 
for people looking to help 
people. 

Harmony House is a lo-
cal, non-profit organization 
whose mission is to provide 
a loving home offering com-
passionate care for people 
who are on hospice and are in 
need of care.  

If interested in learning 
more or becoming a vol-
unteer, please complete the 
online volunteer application 
form at www.harmonyhouse-
wma.org/volunteer-1 or email 
us at harmonyhousewma@
gmail.com.

Holyoke Chicopee Head Start 
holding Raising A Reader 
Family Shared Reading 

Program
HOLYOKE – The Holy-

oke Chicopee Family & Com-
munity Program is currently 
hosting a “Raising A Reader” 
Family Shared reading pro-
gram.

The program is for fami-
lies with children from infant 
to five years old.

Let’s get together for fun 
activities that develop reading 
readiness and social emotion-
al skills! Take home a red bag 
each week with books to bor-
row.

The program takes place 
on Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m. at 
HCS Head Start the first and 
third Wednesday of the month 
at 41 Commercial St., Holy-
oke.

Please call or email Shane 
at ShaneW@headstart.org  or 
413-310-1632.

This program is funded 
by the Coordinated Family 
and Community Engagement 
(CFCE) grant awarded to HCS 
Head Start by the Department 
of Early Education and Care.

VOC Offering Free Tax Preparation for eligible 
residents through VITA Program

 CHICOPEE - Valley 
Opportunity Council (VOC), 
which manages the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program that pro-
vides free tax preparation 
to those of low- and moder-
ate-income, began offering 
tax preparation and filing ap-
pointments on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 21. 

VITA tax preparation 
appointments are available 
through April 30 at three 
VOC locations: 20 Lathrop 
Street, West Springfield, 516 
Chicopee Street, Chicopee; 
and 300 High Street, Holy-
oke.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, call (413) 612-0206. 
Those eligible for the VITA 
program must live in Massa-
chusetts or Connecticut with 
an income of up to $67,000. 
Appointments are available 
on weekdays, evenings and 

weekends.
Certified volunteer tax 

professionals help qualified 
individuals prepare and file 
basic state and federal tax 
returns and prior year re-
turns.  VOC also offers free 
electronic filing (e-filing) 
of tax returns, allowing for 
individuals to receive their 
refunds much quicker than 
paper filings and save up to 
hundreds of dollars in filing 
fees.

The core mission and 
goal of VITA is to assist low- 
to moderate-income taxpay-
ers in satisfying their tax re-
sponsibilities and minimize 
financial hardships, in turn 
saving taxpayers thousands 
of dollars in filing fees. The 
VITA program is sponsored 
by VOC and the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS).

In 2024, VOC helped 
861 individuals file their 

state and federal tax returns 
through the VITA program. 
VOC has been providing the 
VITA program for 25 years 
in the communities of Chi-
copee, Holyoke, and as of last 
year, Westfield. 

The Valley Opportunity 
Council is the largest and 
most diverse Community 
Action Agency in Western 
Massachusetts with an an-
nual budget of $45 million. 
With this Federal designa-
tion, the VOC has estab-
lished a powerful network 
of support and collaborative 
services intended to encour-
age community members to 
actively achieve self-suffi-
ciency for themselves and 
their families. VOC employs 
over 250 staff members and 
has 150 local vendors, pro-
viding a significant econom-
ic investment in the commu-
nity.

Ready for
Kindergarten

CHICOPEE - FREE 
workshop with at-home 
activities and tools parents 
can use to help young chil-
dren develop strong brain 
connections for success in 
school. 

Childcare provided 
and program is for families 
of three to five year olds

Monday, Feb. 24 
at Szetela Early Child-
hood School on 66 Macek 
Drive., Chicopee from 5 to 
7 p.m.

Join us for pizza at 
5p.m.

FREE KIT WITH 
LEARNING MATERIALS 
also provided. 

 Please register for this 
program.

 Call or e-mail: Silvia 
at Durands@headstart.org 
or 413-505-9053.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508) 882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure 
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your 
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES

Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413) 
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, wood-
working, porches, stairs, patios, win-
dows, doors, painting, drywall, clean 
outs. Competitive pricing. References. 
Please call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

LOCAL TREE SERVICE
looking for climber and ground person. 

Must have driver’s license in 
good standing. 

Call 413-507-1949.

SCHOCHET IS
CURRENTLY HIRING!

We are currently accepting resumes for an 
Experienced Property Manager or 
Asst Property Manager  at  Weldon 
House in Greenfield, MA. Weldon House 
is a 105-unit elderly/disabled apartment 
community with a Section 8 project based 
subsidy program.  
3+ years of prior multifamily property man-
agement experience, strong knowledge 
of Section 8 program. COS designation 
required and ARM designation preferred. 
Able to motivate and manage property 
management staff and have excellent orga-
nizational, interpersonal and communica-
tion skills. Excellent benefits package and 
competitive salary.
Interested and qualified candidates, please 

submit resume to: 
careers@schochet.com.

Pre-employment background check & drug 
test required. EOE

For more information on this
position please contact 

Robin @ 617-398-5144
schochet.com

The Town of Russell Sewer/Water 
Department is accepting résumés for 
the full time position of SEWER/ WA-
TER OPERATOR  at Town of Russell 
WWTP, 200 Main Street, Russell, 
MA   01071-0131 or email russellw-
wandw@townofrussell.us.   
Applicants will need a Grade 4 Wastewater, 
1T Water, and a 1D Water licenses or the 
ability to acquire them.

Inquire at office or thru email.

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2PM
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL 

LICENSE COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The License Committee of the 
Chicopee City Council will hold 
a public hearing Wednesday, 
March 12, 2025 at 6:30 PM in the 
Auditorium, 3rd floor, City Hall, 
274 Front Street., Chicopee, MA  
01013 to discuss the following: 

Application for a Home Occu-
pation License for the purpose of 
cottage kitchen baking permit-no 
storefront.  Make to order baked 
goods and for sale at Farmers 
Markets/retail residential kitch-
en permit located at 34 Pajak St.  
Applicant – Patricia Cataldo, 34 
Pajak St., Chicopee, MA  01013.

The March 12, 2025 License 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via zoom 
and in person.  Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request 
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F 
8:30 AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, Chicopee, MA  01013. 
You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  
02/28, 03/07/2025

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL 
LICENSE COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICE
The License Committee of the 

Chicopee City Council will hold 
a public hearing Wednesday, 
March 12, 2025 at 6:30 PM in 
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City 
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicopee, 
MA  01013 to discuss the follow-
ing: 

Application for a Home Occu-
pation License for the purpose of 
steering knuckle machining locat-
ed at 41 Cobb Ave.  Applicant – 
Leo J. Berrouard, 41 Cobb Ave., 
Chicopee, MA  01013.

The March 12, 2025 License 
Committee hearing shall be avail-
able to the public via zoom and 
in person.  Zoom credentials are 
available upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 AM – 5 
PM or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, Chicopee, MA  01013. 
You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  
02/28, 03/07/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P0251EA
Estate of: 

BEVERLY K. AMLAW
Date of Death: 12/24/2024
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Sheila M. 
Franklin of East Longmeadow, 
MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Sheila M. Franklin of East 
Longmeadow, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0027EA

Estate of: 
Carolyn M Desmarais

Also known as: 
Carolyn Desmarais 

Date of Death: 10/09/2023
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by James C 
Desmarais of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
James C Desmarais of Chicop-
ee, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of xx/xx/xxxx. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 

Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 24, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/28/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on March 14,  
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc.  
the following Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to satisfy 
our garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, care 
and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicles. 

2003 Chevrolet S10
VIN: 1GCDT19X738146674
Julio Castillo-Mejia
13 Cherry Ave., #A320
Waterbury, CT 06702 

2006 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BE32K06U665990
Francis Foster
3 Lawndale Rd. 
Stoneham, MA 02180 

2005 Lexus Rx330 
VIN: 2T2HA31UX5C063408
Thanh Trinh 
109 Park St., Apt. 3, 
Boston, MA 02122

2013 Hyundai Elantra Gt
VIN: KMHD35LE5DU054644
Elvin Padilla 
92 Wilber St.
Springfield, MA 01104 

2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Laredo 
VIN: 1J4GX48S82C132796
Kaylin Macniel
226 Beech St., Apt. B
Holyoke, Ma 01040 

2018 Honda Hrv
VIN: 3CZRU6H39JG709191
Reynaldo Nieves
460 Silver St.
Agawam, MA 01001 

2015 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BF1FK3FU047445
Kim Roncalli 
11 Old Farm Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085 

2017 Audi S3
VIN: WAUB1GFF9H1024407
Tuckahoe Autoland Corp
365 Tuckahoe Rd.
Yonkers NY 10710 

2007 Nissan Pathfinder
VIN: 5N1AR18W67C630294
Hector Rosario-Plaud 
324 Hampden St., Apt. 1l
Holyoke, MA 01040 

2011 Chevrolet Traverse 
VIN: 1GNKVGED9BJ235774
Alexander Rivera
71 Greene St. 
Springfield, MA 01109 

2012 Cadillac Srx
VIN: 3GYFNDE31CS595292
Francisco Sayago Uzhca
47 Congress St., Apt 1
Milford, MA 01757

2006 Ford Econoline E350
VIN: 1FBNE31L66HA03095
Cars Of Wayne 
440 Route 46
Wayne, NJ 07470 

2010 Volkswagen Tiguan 
VIN: WVGBV7AX7AW532256

Aleksandr Popa
58 Stony Hill Rd., Apt. B 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 

02/28, 03/07, 03/14/2025

Sale of Motor Vehicles
Under G.L. C.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A,  on February 28, 
2025  at Interstate Towing, Inc., 
the following motor vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to satisfy 
our garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, care 
and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicles. 

2018 Kia Optima 
VIN: 5XXGT4L33JG182683
Ronny Tejeda Ruiz 
9 Oswarld St., Fl 1
Worcester, MA 01607 

2011 Hyundai Sonata GLS 
VIN: 5NPEB4ACXBH192744
Amina Ownes 
123 Orchcard St., 
Springfield, MA 01107

2013 Kia Optima EX 
VIN: 5XXGN4A71DG243355
Koroma Mustapha
31 College Dr., 
Concord, NH 03301

2016 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: 2T1BURHE4GC549038
Leandro Machado 
44 Dwight St., Apt. 2 
Chicopee, MA 01013 

2011 Ford Escape Limited 
VIN: 1FMCU9EG5BKB77111
Rocio De La Cruz Montero
21 ½ High Acres Rd.
Ansonia, CT 06401

2006 Honda Odyssey Exl
VIN: 5FNRL38606B431070
Plymouth Rock Assurance Corp
PO Box 32
North Billreica, MA 01862

2006 Honda Accord Ex 
VIN: 1HGCM56796A012591
Angel Rosa Ferrer 
36 Jennes St. 
Springfield, MA 01104

Moped 
VIN: RFSBDSAAONX004500
Flynn John 
66 Pleasant St. 
Enfield, CT 06082

2013 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN: 1G1PC5SB1D7225793
Nelson Ramirez Ramirez
2095 Northampton St., 
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Honda Civic Lx 
VIN: 2HGFA16508H521051
V O Alorvaldivia
57 Oak St, Apt. 1
Islip, NY 11751

02/14, 02/21, 02/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0325CA 
In the matter of: 

Christina Lucille Learned
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name 

of Adult has been filed by 
Christina Lucille Learned of 
Chicopee, MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree changing 
their name to: 

Noor Shah 

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at: 
Hampden Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/21/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  February 21, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P0387GD 
In the interests of 

Zyannie Marie Lopez
of Chicopee, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 02/24/2025  by 
Iris Lopez Vega of Chicopee, 
MA will be held 03/27/2025 
08:30 AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing In-Person. 
Located: Hampden Probate & 
Family Court, 50 State Street, 
4th Floor, Springfield, MA, 
01103.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min or: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is 
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min or at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, un less the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: February 24, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/28/2025

CHICOPEE 
ELECTRIC LIGHT

INVITATION FOR BID
CHICOPEE 

ELECTRIC LIGHT

725 FRONT STREET
CHICOPEE, MA 01020
BID NO.  C.E.L. 25-0518

ISSUE DATE:  
February 25, 2025

Sealed proposals are being 
accepted for: “OVERHEAD 
CONDUCTORS (ANNUAL 
BID)”

BID OPENING DATE, TIME 
AND LOCATION:  March 20, 
2025 @ 10:00 AM. at Chicopee 
Electric Light, 725 Front Street, 
Chicopee, MA 01020-1778.

BIDS WILL ONLY BE AC-
CEPTED IN DUPLICATE. 
PLEASE READ AND COM-
PLY WITH THE TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS ENTI-
TLED 1.0 PREPARATION OF 
BIDS.

Bid documents are available 
at the business office located at 
725 Front Street, Chicopee, MA 
01020-1778.

The Vendor/Contractor shall 
comply with the provisions of 
Executive Order No. 11246, as 
amended by Executive Order No. 
11375, entitled “Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity” and of Chap-
ter 164 Sec. 56D as amended, of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
both of which are herein incor-
porated by reference and made a 
part of this contract.

The Department reserves the 
right to reject any or all propos-
als, or to accept any proposal that 
in the opinion of the Municipal 
Light Board, is in the best in-
terest of the Municipal Lighting 
Plant.

Is your firm a: MBE WBE 
(please circle) MBE/WBE firms 
must be currently certified by the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts.

Please submit Bids in dupli-
cate clearly marked with the Bid 
Number and Title:
BID NUMBER: C.E.L. 25-

0518
TITLE: “OVERHEAD CON-

DUCTORS (ANNUAL BID)”
Natalie Colberg

Purchasing

02/28/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.  pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on March 7, 2025  
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2018 Mercedes GLE 350
VIN: 4JGDA5HB5JB106835
Krista Purvis
99 Pike St., PO Box 58
Carbondale, PA 18407 

2013 Nissan Rogue 
VIN: JN8AS5MV9DW659218
Nelson Joel Cruz Jr. 
24 Outlook St. 
East Harford, CT 06108 

2014 Ford Fiesta SE 
VIN: 3FADP4BJ3EM210919
Jazmin Rene Ann Rutheford
1735 Newmark Ave., Apt D 
Coos Bay, OR 97420

02/21, 02/28, 03/07/2025

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

districts were merged, lead-
ing to the loss of their district 
governor, a much larger area 
to cover and expanded re-
sponsibilities.

“So, right now, the initia-
tive’s net two, which means 
that if you start with 20 mem-
bers July 1, you finish with 
22 members in June of 2025. 
That means attraction and at-
trition, so it is some work to 
do to make sure we get that,” 
Marinaro said.

On the Rotary Founda-
tion, Marinaro likes to in-
spire people to support it, 
highlighting many initiatives 
including the health of moth-
ers and children, 2.5 billion 
children vaccinated against 
polio, clean water and san-
itation with servicing over 

30 villages in Guatemala, 
education, economic devel-
opment, the environment 
and promoting peace, with a 
Peace Center having opened 
in Turkey in December 2024.

“We are the light of the 
world. We transcend all of 
politics and we do what we 
need to do to fill the gaps of 
the needs of the world. That’s 
what Rotary is,” Marinaro 
said.

Reflecting on the youth 
programs, Marinaro recalled 
a World Affairs Seminar 20 
years ago that focused on the 
theme of pandemics, a youth 
exchange, Millennium Goals 
for the New Millennium, Ro-
taractors and more.

A goal this year is get-
ting youths more involved 
in the Interact Clubs, citing 

Zoom and technology that 
can bring everyone together 
without traveling.

“So, we can set up the 
framework. We can provide 

the facility, we can provide 
the chaperones, but we need 
to be quiet and listen to what 
they have to say because they 
have such tremendous ideas. 

So, our goal is to bring that 
network together,” Marinaro 
said.

On belonging, Marinaro 
stressed welcoming everyone 
and focusing on the four-way 
test: asking if it’s the truth, if 
it’s fair, if it’s beneficial and 
will it build goodwill and 
better friendships.

“We do this because we 
want to make the world a 
better place and I believe that 
if we all take that to heart, 
we can make a difference,” 
Marinaro said.

Marinaro added, “If we 
connect Rotary to the whole 
world, we are an organiza-
tion of great, great diversity.”

“So sometimes we look 
at our communities and we 
say, ‘Oh we’re not diversity 
we all look the same.’ But 

guess what, we’re part of 
a larger group. Connected 
by the Rotary Foundation 
so that we communicate,” 
Marinaro said. “If you’ve 
ever been to an International 
Conference, you realize the 
power of diversity because 
everyone that’s there is on 
equal plane, working togeth-
er for the same purpose: ser-
vice above self. So, I’m very 
proud of that and I think we 
sort of dwell too much about 
looking around, we’re not 
doing enough. Guess what, if 
you’re part of Rotary, you’re 
part of a very diverse group 
in the world.”

Marinaro ended his re-
marks thanking the club for 
their welcome, saying he was 
proud to be at the meeting.

ROTARY CLUB from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Rotary Club of Chicopee Co-President John Arthur provides 
opening remarks.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Chicopee Register
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IN THE CLASSROOM

We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Camp MacDuffie is an 
exciting summer day camp 
for rising 1st to 8th graders. 

Participants spend the 
morning engaged in a pro-
gram area of their choosing, 
enjoy lunch by Sage Dining 
Services (included), and 
then stay active with various 
outdoor/indoor activities 
and field trips throughout 
the week. 

Their program leaders 
are passionate and experi-
enced, and they all look for-
ward to creating a fun and 
supportive environment for 
your child to thrive in this 
summer. 

Come along and join 
Camp MacDuffie this sum-
mer.

MacDuffie 
Hoops Basketball Camp

MacDuffie Hoops 
Summer Camp available 
with Coach Steiner.

Are you ready to take 
your game to the next level? 
This summer, join Coach 
Steiner and the MacDuffie 
coaching staff for an elite 
basketball experience at 
MacDuffie Hoops Summer 
Camp!

What to Expect:
• Skill development & 

fundamentals
• Game strategy & IQ 

training
• Conditioning & foot-

work drills
• Competitive games & 

scrimmages

• Hands-on coaching 
from Coach Steiner & Mac-
Duffie’s top coaches

This camp is for play-
ers who are serious about 
improving and want to 
sharpen their skills, build 
confidence, and grow their 
game.

The MacDuffie School 
is located in Granby, MA. 
Limited spots are available – 
Register today!

Don’t miss your chance 
to train with Coach Steiner! 
Sign up now and get ready 
to work hard, compete, and 
have fun!

#MacDuffieHoops 
#TrainWithCoachSteiner 

#SummerBasketball
#GetBetter

It’s in our DNA. Our 
founder, Juliette Gordon 
Low, was a famous lover of 
nature. Today, Girl Scouts 
honors her legacy by pro-
moting respect and love of 
the great outdoors far and 
wide.

Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts 
(GSCWM) summer camps 
offer a wide variety of pro-
grams for all different inter-
ests. 

Summer camp is a 
great way for girls to explore 
leadership, build skills, and 
develop a deep appreciation 
for nature. In a girl-led en-
vironment, all campers are 
able to challenge themselves 
and take healthy risks while 

surrounded by supportive 
friends and camp staff. No 
prior Girl Scout experience 
needed to attend Girl Scout 
camp! 

Camping has been 
a cornerstone of the Girl 
Scout experience for more 
than a century. While girls 
are swimming, hiking, and 
honing their skills on the 
archery range, they’re also 
achieving valuable life 
skills whether at Day Camp 
at Lewis Perkins in South 
Hadley or Overnight Camp 
at Bonnie Brae in Otis. 
Girl Scouts’ dedication to 
progression in outdoor pro-
gramming means campers 
practice age-appropriate 
skills and gain experience 

they need to feel confident 
taking the next step in their 
outdoor journey.

No matter which camp 
you choose or whether the 
stay is a few days, a week, 
or longer, your camper will 
have a ton of fun making new 
friends, trying new things, 
practicing new-found skills, 
and creating memories that 
will last a lifetime.   Finan-
cial assistance is available. 

Camp Lewis Perkins 
and Camp Bonnie Brae are 
American Camp Associa-
tion Accredited. More in-
formation and sign up here: 
https://www.gscwm.org/en/
members/for-girl-scouts/
camp-and-outdoors/sum-
mer-camp.html. 

MacDuffie offers fun summer camp Day and overnight camp for girls

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

Chicopee residents  
on Quinnipiac

University
 Fall Dean’s list
HAMDEN, C.T. - The fol-

lowing Chicopee students were 
named to the dean’s list for the 
Fall 2024 semester at Quinnip-
iac University:

To qualify for the dean’s 
list, students must earn a grade 
point average of at least 3.5 
with no grade lower than C. 
Full-time students must com-
plete at least 14 credits in a 
semester, with at least 12 cred-
its that have been graded on a 
letter grade basis to be eligible. 
Part-time students must com-
plete at least six credits during 
a semester. Names followed by 
an asterisk denotes with hon-
ors.

From Chicopee:
Emma Corridan*
Nicholas Farrell
Madeline Fournier
Gracie Martineau
Shreeya Patel*

Disjuan Merced on 
Dean’s List at 

Nichols College
DUDLEY - Disjuan Mer-

ced of Chicopee, MA, has 
achieved Dean’s List honors 
for the fall 2024 semester at 
Nichols College.

Dean’s List recognizes 
those students who achieve 
high grades during a single se-
mester. In order to be included 
on the Dean’s List, a student 
must have a minimum grade 
point average of 3.5 for at least 
12 undergraduate credit-hours 
and must have received no 
grades below B- during the se-
mester.

Chicopee Resident 
named to Dean’s 

List at Dean College
FRANKLIN - Dean Col-

lege is pleased to announce 
that Lisette Ayala of Chicop-
ee has earned a place on the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 2024 

semester. 
Students named to the 

Dean’s List have demonstrated 
a serious commitment to their 
studies while at Dean College. 

Jemar Mack named 
to the Dean’s list at 

Tufts University
MEDFORD - Jemar 

Mack, Class of 2025 of Chi-
copee, was named to the dean’s 
list at Tufts University for the 
fall 2024 semester. Dean’s list 
honors at Tufts University re-
quire a semester grade point 
average of 3.4 or greater.

President’s List 
honors at Nichols 

College for fall 2024
DUDLEY - Nichols Col-

lege is proud to recognize the 
academic accomplishments of 
students on the fall 2024 Presi-
dent’s List.

President’s List recogniz-
es those students who achieve 

high grades during a single se-
mester. Students whose semes-
ter grade point average is 3.85 
or higher for at least 12 under-
graduate credit-hours and no 
grades below B- will receive 
President’s List honors.

The following Chicopee 
students have achieved Presi-
dent’s List honors: Rhea Bul-
lens andAmani Mkambavange.

Worcester 
Polytechnic 

Institute announces 
Fall 2024 Dean’s 

List
WORCESTER - A total of 

2,393 undergraduate students 
at Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute (WPI) were named to the 
university’s fall 2024 Dean’s 
List. The criteria for the WPI 
Dean’s List differ from that 
of most other universities as 
WPI does not compute a grade 
point average (GPA). Instead, 
WPI students are named to 
the Dean’s List based on the 

amount of work completed 
at the A level in courses and 
hands-on projects.

“WPI’s academic pro-
grams are rigorous and require 
a level of independence beyond 
what is required in traditional 
courses. WPI students work on 
real-world, open-ended prob-
lems on campus and in com-
munities around the globe. Far 
from being simple academic 
exercises, the projects students 
complete have genuine and 
lasting impacts in our partner 
communities,” said Provost 
Andrew Sears. “Some of this 
nation’s best and brightest stu-
dents come to WPI to study 
engineering, science, business, 
and the humanities. Those 
named to the Dean’s List have 
excelled in all of their work, 
and we are exceptionally proud 
of these outstanding students.”

The following students 
from Chicopee were named to 
the Dean’s List for Fall 2024:

Emily Boyer, class of 
2027, majoring in Aerospace 
Engineering

Hayden Courchesne, class 
of 2028, majoring in Mechani-
cal Engineering

SNHU announces 
Fall 2024 

President’s List
MANCHESTER, NH - 

It is with great pleasure that 
Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity (SNHU) congratulates 
the following students from 
Chicopee on being named to 
the Fall 2024 President’s List. 
The fall terms run from Sep-
tember to December.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the 
reporting term are named to 
the President’s List. Full-time 
status is achieved by earning 
12 credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, winter/spring, 
and summer.

Rosaly Rondeau
Jennifer Rodriguez 
Mohamad Kariem Allam 
Tara Tessier 
Christine Halama

Colleges announce Dean’s and President’s lists


