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Laughs for Backpacks raises over 
$5,000 for Back to School Event

COMMUNITY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The se-
nior center was a full house 
on Feb. 14 as seniors en-
joyed this year’s Valentine’s 
Day Dance.

The dance featured a 
variety of love songs for 
couples and their friends 
to dance to throughout the 
afternoon--overseen by DJ 
Luis D--along with Valen-
tine’s Day-themed treats for 
all.

There was also a special 
serenade performed by Rich-
ard Salvas to his sweetheart, 
Christine Rumanowski.

Among the couples 
were Dan Dulchinos and 
Elaine Dutton, who will 
mark 9 years together in 
March and found each oth-
er after they both lost their 
spouses.

Dutton was previously 

married for 53 years, while 
Dulchinos was previously 
married for 49 years.

“He was my 9th grade 
school teacher and he came 
to my husband’s wake and it 
was so nice to see him there 
because I hadn’t seen him in 
years,” Dutton said.

“I didn’t know she had 
a son--she had a 49-year-old 
son--and she said, ‘Louis, 
this is the man I told you 
about that turned my whole 
life around.’ So, that kind 
of hit home and a couple 
days later, I said, ‘She thinks 
enough of me, maybe I could 
help her through her griev-
ings,’” Dulchinos said.

A couple days after that 
wake, Dulchinos called Dut-
ton to see how she was and 
told her if she needed some-
one to talk to, he’d be there.

“So eventually she 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The 
Laughs for Backpacks Come-
dy Fundraiser on Feb. 7 raised 
over $5,000 to support this 
year’s Back to School Event.

The 2025 Back to School 
Event will happen at Rivers 
Park on Sunday. Aug. 24.

The fundraiser, held at 
the Portuguese American 
Club, featured raffle bas-
kets, a 50/50 raffle--which 
was later donated back to the 
comedy fundraiser--a cash 
bar, remarks from Ricardo 

Diaz, owner of Faded Barber 
Lounge, and Monica Torres, 
community & constituent 
liaison for the City of Chi-
copee, a video recapping the 
2024 Back to School Event 
and performances from local 
comedians Tim Lovett, Davey 
Lozano and Kim DeShields.

The fundraiser was 
sponsored by Curry Honda 
Chicopee, Open View Tree 
Services, Gil’s Auto Repair 
+ Performance, HG Prop-
erty Management LLC, Ri-
ley Home Realty, Aesthetic 
Beauty Revolution, Bella 
Luna Aesthetics and Well-
ness, Fourty-Four General 

Services, JR’s Handy Solu-
tions, Beautiez of the Skull 
Hampden County, Simply 
Dental Group and NM Nails.

Diaz, who was joined 
by Luz Lopez, cofounder of 
Breaking Oppression, was 
elated about the event.

“It’s been a journey to get 
here. It’s something that’s go-
ing to be good for our Back to 
School Event. Something that 
Luz, I and many other people 
put together,” Diaz said.

Lopez explained the 
fundraiser was through Funny 
4 Funds, a nonprofit organi-
zation utilizing comedy night 
fundraisers to help support 

events.
“So, we’re raising (mon-

ey) so that we can make this 
event bigger and better than 
last year’s,” Lopez said.

Diaz and Lopez enjoy 
collaborating on events.

“Luz is a great part-
ner. Breaking Oppression is 
a great organization, what 
they got going on, what they 
stand for, what they do for the 
youth, for the community,” 
Diaz said. “Just everything 
that they do is everything that 
I stand for and that’s the rea-
son why I felt that they were 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The Laughs for Backpacks Comedy Night Fundraiser was a huge success on Feb. 7, raising a grand total of $5,189.71 for the 2025 
Back to School Event taking part at Rivers Park on Aug. 24

Love in the air at RiverMills 
Valentine’s Day Dance

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

DJ Luis D serenades an attendee during the Valentine’s Day 
Dance.
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Belcher Elementary donates cereal to
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - “This week 
we ran out of cereal and now 
we have enough for a couple 
of months!” When Belcher 
Elementary was approaching 
a half day at school, the staff 
reviewed their past attendance 
and wanted to create an incen-
tive to get kids in the building 
and eager to learn. Equipped 
with an ongoing cereal drive 
and a local connection, 
Belcher Elementary School 
showed off their cereal dona-
tion in the form of a domino 
presentation across the audi-
torium, and successfully filled 
up the Lorraine’s food truck at 
the end of the school day on 
Feb 14.

The brain behind the 
whole operation was Vice 
Principal Kimberly Paquette, 
who was craving a good cause 
to support Executive Director 

Kim Caisse at Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen and wanted to estab-
lish a core memory to the chil-
dren of Belcher Elementary. 
The environment was ecstatic, 
the kids were nearly jumping 
out of their seats to get a bet-
ter view of the massive domi-
no display that was the size of 
half the auditorium, with staff 
and guests anxious to see the 
dominoes in effect.

Learning more about the 
cereal drive, Paquette began 
this operation in the middle of 
January.

 “This has been going 
on for about four weeks now, 
I’m having students and fam-
ilies donate cereal boxes. 
The biggest goal was to do-
nate to Lorraine’s right here 
in Chicopee and support our 
families locally, while also 
increasing attendance when 
our students have a half day 
at school,” Paquette said. “We 
brainstormed what a fun as-

sembly that we could do to 
get them engaged and moti-
vated to come to school, so 
that’s how we kind of took 
the cereal box collection chal-
lenge and turned it into the 
dominoes you see today.”

Starting near the front 
office, down the hallway past 
the lunchroom windows, 
wrapping around the door-
ways to create a never-ending 
illusion of cereal boxes, staff 
nearly knocked the domi-
noes down four times. From 
popular name brands to kids’ 
favorite breakfast options, ev-
eryone was proud to donate 
to Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen 
who’s in need of staple items 
like rice, pasta and cereal.

Paquette explained how 
the drive motivated the stu-
dents.  

“School attendance is the 

SUBMITTED PHOTO KIM CAISSE

From Miss Meneguzzo’s classroom, the children were proud to help Belcher Elementary School 
and Lorraine’s staff in loading up the truck.

Chicopee marks Black History Month
COMMUNITY

SUBMITTED PHOTO MONICA TORRES

From the left, Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware, Deacon Badette “Lady Bug” Lanier, her father, Ret. 
Sgt. William Dufris, Chicopee Cultural Council Member Wilhelmina Humphries, Al Kendall, member 
of the Commission on Disability, Chicopee Cultural Council Member Nancy Shepard-Murray and 
Sgt. Thomas Gazda from the Chicopee Center C3 Unit in a group photo.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Residents, 
community members, local 
and state elected officials and 
more gathered inside City 
Hall Auditorium on Feb. 13 
to mark Black History Month 
in a flag-raising ceremony.

Due to the weather con-
ditions, the ceremony was 
held indoors with perfor-
mances from the Chicopee 
High School Chorus led by 
Michael Kagan and remarks 
from Superintendent Dr. Mar-
cus Ware, State Rep. Shirley 
Arriaga (D-Chicopee), State 
Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low), Ayanna Crawford, chief 
of staff for State Rep. Orlan-
do Ramos (D-Springfield), 
Nia Johnson, community en-
gagement coordinator at the 
Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, Choyce McIn-

tosh-Rodriguez, pro bono 
coordinator at Community 
Legal Aid for Western MA, 
Al Kendall, member of the 
Commission on Disability, 
and Erns Rinvil.

Deacon Badette “Lady 
Bug” Lanier provided the 
blessing.

The flag was draped by 
Azael Diaz from the Facili-
ties Department and mayor’s 
proclamations were present-
ed to Lanier and her father, 
Ret. Sgt. William Dufris.

Ware explained acknowl-
edging Black History Month 
“remains essential” because 
“it honors the achievements, 
struggles and contributions of 
black individuals who have 
shaped history despite sys-
temic barriers.”

“It serves as a reminder 
of the ongoing fight for racial 
justice and equality while 
providing an opportunity 
for education, reflection and 

celebration of Black culture. 
By recognizing this month, 
we affirm the importance of 
diverse narratives in shaping 
our collective history and 
inspire future generations to 
continue striving for equity 
and inclusion,” Ware said.

Arriaga emphasized 
optimism and not repeating 
history, believing everyone 
should be treated equally 
“regardless of who they are, 
where they’re from, the color 
of their skin and their finan-
cial bank accounts.”

“I don’t care if you have 
five dollars in your pocket, 
I don’t care if you have a 
$1 million in your pocket, I 
don’t care if you were born 
in the U.S. or if you origi-
nated from a different coun-
try, which many of us have. 
That’s what we came here to 

See BACKPACKS page 5

See BELCHER ELEMENTARY 
page 7

See BLACK HISTORY
page 10
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD 
Is At An All-Time High!

Come In Now & Get:

HANNOUSH JEWELERS 
704 Memorial Drive , Chicopee

10% 
Extra 
Cash
When 

Cashing In
Your GOLD

25%
Extra

When You Use 
Your GOLD
Towards A 

New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

Exploring creativity and musical talent at CPL
Exploring creativity 
and musical talent at 
CPL 

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - “I encour-
age everyone to visit a li-
brary.” In the midst of Febru-
ary break for the school kids, 
many families and patrons 
are wondering what activi-
ties and events are happening 
around them that are engag-
ing for everyone involved. 

Whether it’s an art proj-
ect, computer lessons, ge-
nealogy research to ukulele 
lessons, the library had all of 
that covered and more.

Catching up with Youth 
Services Coordinator Erin 
Daly and reviewing the li-
brary calendar full of chil-
dren’s events that were oc-
curring the week of school 
break and beyond, Daly was 
helping assist Ukulele Teach-
er Julie Stepanek Murray set 
up for her third music lesson 
of the day, while helping out 
patrons at the desk consecu-
tively. In conversation about 
the library’s varying music 

programs and the importance 
of targeting a certain audi-
ence—specifically kids in 
the Children’s Room—Daly 
wanted to highlight every-
thing that was occurring at 
the library and encouraged 
everybody to visit. 

Speaking about the uku-
lele lessons for kids, teens 
and adults on Feb. 18, Daly 
shared this.

“Our ukulele friend Julie 
wrote a grant to teach three 
different ukulele lessons for 
different ages today and the 
Cultural Council funded it. 
She had a ukulele story time 
for our little friends. She read 
a book and explained how the 
instrument worked, letting 
everyone touch the ukulele 
and strum the strings. Every-
one can learn to play the uku-
lele and Julia is a great uku-
lele teacher and just a library 
fan,” Daly said. “Music pro-
grams get everybody, kids to 
adults, moving around. Mu-
sic’s good for our brains. The 
library has got it, like we’re 
here making art, playing mu-
sic, and doing all those cool 
human things that we can do 
altogether. Music is an amaz-
ing stress reliever.” 

The main takeaway was 
that Daly wanted to ensure 
families understood that 
events and activities at the 
library are completely free 
to all. 

“We love doing the art 
and we are giving the arts 
away for free!” Daly said. 

When asked about the 
variety of music programs 
offered to patrons, Daly men-
tioned The Springfield Sym-
phony Orchestra Petting Zoo, 
preschool dance parties and 
summer concerts in the new 
backyard area of the library. 

“We do a dance party for 
our little preschool friends 
every other Wednesday 
morning, we play different 
songs and do a variety of mo-
tions with noise makers and 
scarves, it’s always really 
fun. It’s like the best cardio in 
the world and then you take 
a nap for one track and then 
you get back to your day. 
Then we have the Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra coming 
back in April, it brings musi-
cal instruments everywhere 
and the kids can try them out 
or just learn what an orches-
tra has to offer,” Daly said. 
“We have concerts all sum-

mer and they are going to be 
on Thursday nights and we 
have our outdoor space with 
the shade structure, it’ll be a 
lot more comfortable to hang 
out back there. We always 
hire good musicians, I wish 
more people would come out 
to experience the free con-
certs!”

Daly encouraged all 
library patrons, users and 
friends to be vocal about the 
appreciation towards the lo-
cal libraries and continue to 
use the space that’s made for 
the public. All these events, 
activities, and music lessons 
are greatly supported by the 
Cultural Council.

When asked what her 
day-to-day looks like, Daly 
added a small note. 

“I just do a lot of differ-
ent things all the time. It is 
all towards trying to provide 
a fun and good community 
experience here. I get to be 
creative here and share that 
with everyone who visits,” 
Daly said. 

To learn more about up-
coming events, visit chicop-
eepubliclibrary.org.

CHICOPEE -  Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of 
free programs for children, 
teens and families. The 
Youth Services Department 
seeks to provide opportuni-
ties for entertainment and 
enrichment that promote lit-
eracy and explore creativity. 
Here is the slate of events 
for February 2025, includ-
ing lots of fun programming 
during February School Va-

cation Week.
Saturday Playgroup will 

be held at 1 p.m., on Satur-
days, Feb. 22. Come play at 
the library! The playspace 
will be open for families with 
kids of all ages to meet up 
and play. 

Storytime  will be held 
in the children›s program 
room on Wednesdays Feb. 
26 at 10:30 a.m. Storytime is 
based loosely around the ear-
ly childhood literacy skills: 

sing, talk, read, write and 
play. We read books, sing 
and move, and do a craft or 
activity. Recommended for 
preschool aged kids.

Little Movers  will 
be held in the children›s 
program room on Fridays 
Feb. 28 at 11 a.m. Babies 
crawling to 24 months and 
their caregivers are invit-
ed to join us for free play 
followed by circle time ex-
ploring songs, fingerplays 

and movement!
Teen Programs

Teen Anime Club  will 
meet on Wednesday, Feb. 26 
from 3 to 4:30. This month’s 
theme is Pokémon arts and 
crafts. Teen programs are 
open to middle and high 
school students. 

For more information 
about the library and all of the 
upcoming events, visit www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org 

Chicopee Public Library Hosts Events for Kids and Families

CHICOPEE - In a re-
cent text message phishing 
(smishing) scam, cyber-
criminals send you a text 
that appears to be from the 
U.S. Postal Service (USPS). 
The text says that you have 
a package at the post office 
that cannot be delivered due 
to an incomplete address. 
The message contains a 
PDF file and directs you to 
open it to complete your ad-
dress. 

You are then directed to 
click a button in the PDF file, 
which takes you to what ap-
pears to be a USPS web page. 
The page instructs you to 
enter your address, personal 
data, and credit card number 
so the USPS can attempt to 
redeliver your package. The 
catch is there never was a 
package. The USPS page is 

actually fake and controlled 
by cybercriminals. If you en-
ter any information here, cy-
bercriminals will be able to 
steal it immediately!

Follow these tips to avoid 
falling victim to a smishing 
scam: 

This smishing scam 
claims to be from the USPS, 
but be wary of any unsolicited 
text messages from unknown 
numbers. If you aren’t sure if 
a message is legitimate, de-
lete or report it.

Don’t reply to unexpect-
ed text messages, even to say 
“STOP” or “unsubscribe.” If 
you have any questions re-
garding delivery, contact your 
local post office directly. 

Never click on any at-
tachments or links from 
suspicious text messages or 
emails.

CPD warns of
smishing scam

CHICOPEE - On Mon-
day February 10, 2025 around 
2:45 p.m., detectives were 
monitoring traffic on Broad-
way St. when they observed 
a red motor vehicle drive past 
their location. 

The detectives recog-
nized the operator of the ve-
hicle as Kashmin Harmon, 
and knew Kashmin’s license 
to operate a motor vehicle 
was suspended. At that time 
the Detectives activated their 
blue lights and attempted to 
conduct a traffic stop on the 
vehicle. 

The vehicle immediately 
pulled to the side of the road 
however, as the detectives ex-
ited their cruiser and began 
to approach the vehicle, the 
operator sped off. This result-
ed in a pursuit up Broadway 
St. into Springfield due to the 
time of day, the amount of 
traffic and the fact that the ve-
hicle was driving erratically 
passing cars and running red 
lights the pursuit was called 
off.

Shortly after the pur-
suit was called off detectives 
monitoring traffic on Spring-
field St. observed the vehicle 
drive past them at a high rate 
of speed, passing vehicles 
and running the red light at 
the intersection of Springfield 
St and Fairview Ave. The ve-
hicle then continued into the 
center making several turns 
in an attempt to hide from the 
cruisers in the area that was 
looking for it.

As the initial detectives 
were turning onto West St 
one of them observed Kash-
min walking into the Shell 
station on the corner of West 
St and Center St. Detectives 
were able to follow Kashmin 

into the store and attempted to 
place him under arrest. 

Kashmin became com-
bative and refused to put his 
hands behind his back, this 
resulted in a scuffle in the 
store and ultimately took four 
officers to secure Kashmin in 
handcuffs. 

Through the use of our 
real time crime center, offi-
cers were able to track the 
operation of Kashmin’s vehi-
cle throughout the center and 
learned that in an attempt to 
hide the car Kashmin parked 
it on Dublin St. As a result of 
placing Kashmin under arrest 
an inventory of his vehicle 
was done. 

During the inventory 
detectives located 50 doses 
of what they believed to be 
fentanyl on the driver side 
floorboard. During the book-
ing process Lt. Fopp located 
50 packets of what is believed 
to be heroin/fentanyl, along 
with two individual wrapped 
baggies containing a white 
powdery substance consistent 
with cocaine.

Kashmin Gonzalez-Har-
mon a 33-year-old male from 
Chicopee was arrested and 
charged with the following:

Possession of Heroin 
Subsequent Offense

Resisting Arrest times 4
A&B on a Police Officer 

times 3
Unsafe Operation of a 

Motor Vehicle
Operating a M Vehicle 

with a Suspended License
Reckless Operation of a 

Motor Vehicle
Fail to Stop for Police
Speeding
Trafficking in 18 Grams 

or more of Cocaine

Traffic violation leads to
narcotics arrest

From Ireland 
to America 

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will the 
program “From Ireland to 
America” on Wednesday, 
March 5 at 1:30 p.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Roger Tincknell is 
back at RiverMills Center 
to celebrate the upcoming 
St. Patrick’s Day holi-
day. During this program, 
you will hear the songs, 
stories and ballads from 
Ireland, along with some 
step dancing and spoon 
playing.

 This program is sup-
ported by the Chicopee 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 
Registration is required. 

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will have 
a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
on Thursday, March 6 at 5 
p.m.at Chicopee Council on 
Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day with a delicious Corned 
Beef dinner catered by 
Hamel’s, while listening to 
traditional Irish songs by lo-
cal Western Mass band Ban-

ish Misfortune. Beer, wine 
and non-alcoholic beverag-
es will be available for pur-
chase. 

Tickets are $20 and 
there is a limit of two tickets 
per person. Registration is 
now open for this dinner. 

Please call RiverMills 
Center to inquire about tick-
et availability. You must reg-
ister in person. 

Elder Fraud 
Prevention 
with Liberty 
Bank

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will 
offer an Elder Fraud Pre-
sentation on Thursday, 
March 20 at 10 a.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Join Dawn Creigh-
ton, Community Outreach 
Officer with Liberty Bank 
for a workshop on scam 
and fraud prevention. You 
will also play a fun game 
of Fraud BINGO. You 
must register in advance. 

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will host 
The Republic of Dance on 
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m. 
at Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Take a tour around the 
globe by experiencing danc-
es and music from America, 
Africa, the Celtic Nations, 
Greece, India, Spain and 

the Middle East. Each per-
formance is different. This 
program is performed by 
The Small Planet Dancers in 
Westfield, MA. 

This program is spon-
sored by the Chicopee Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
sponsored by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state 
agency. Registration is re-
quired.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

The Republic of Dance at
RiverMills

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Chicopee Register
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/20/25-2/26/252/20/25-2/26/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH GAME HENS TWIN PAK ..

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$199
lb

lb
$249

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. KAYEM ALFRESCO

ROAST GARLIC 
CHICKEN SAUSAGE 11 OZ ............. 99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$667
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK STEAK or ROAST .

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$199
lb

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS 

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ...........................

$249
lb

$194

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

$444
lb

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
MCKENZIE’S CLASSIC
1/2 CARVING HAM ................$199

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF BONE FOR SOUP .....

$799
lb

BEEF PORTERHOUSE 
or T’BONE STEAK

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
REDUCED SODIUM
DILUSO HAM .........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1010

lb
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

   Happy    Happy 
Birthday Birthday 
Buffie IIIBuffie III  

(Buffina)
Luv, Dragonflies 
& One Hundred 

Thousands of  
Angels!

Feb. 22Feb. 22

City of Chicopee facing road salt shortage due to supply shortages
CHICOPEE - Mayor 

John Vieau and the Chicopee 
Department of Public Works 
team has been on the streets of 
Chicopee, last night and since 
early this morning, surveying 
snow and ice conditions. The 
City did a good job removing 
snow through the night on 
early Sunday morning, but 
the heavy rain through the 
day Sunday has created thick 
sheets of ice and ruts that are 
not plowable.  The Mayor is 
asking everyone to be patient 

as the City’s hard working 
snow and ice team continues 
to do everything they can 
amidst the challenges this 
weekend storm has created 
for them.  

Another challenge con-
fronts Chicopee, which they 
are working hard to rectify: 
The City of Chicopee Depart-
ment of Public Works was 
scheduled to receive delivery 
of road salt to treat roads and 
sidewalks on Feb. 13.  The 
scheduled delivery was not 

received and DPW immedi-
ately began searching for salt 
from alternative suppliers. 
DPW trucks have been going 
daily to Albany, NY obtaining 
truckloads of road salt.  The 
are limited supplies in the 
greater area due to the unan-
ticipated winter storms and 
this ice storm in particular. 
The delivery was supposed to 
be delayed until today, Mon-
day Feb. 17, but again the de-
livery was again delayed.  We 
are continuing to send trucks 

to Albany for road salt until a 
full delivery is received, but 
there is no timeline.

Due to heavy rains and 
clogged storm drains many 
streets are faced with sheets of 
ice that we are unable to plow. 
We are continuing to salt the 
streets with the product avail-
able and want to ensure ev-
eryone that we will continue 
to work with our suppliers to 
obtain salt and keep the roads 
and sidewalks safe.  

Please drive only if nec-

essary and drive with caution 
at all times as the road con-
ditions are still icy as crews 
work to improve their condi-
tions, specifically on the side 
streets.  Make way for emer-
gency vehicles and respond-
ers.  Please make every effort 
to maintain your own proper-
ty and the public sidewalks 
for our pedestrians. If your 
storm drain is blocked, please 
help clear it to allow for bet-
ter drainage of stormwater off 
the street which will reduce 

freezing and icy conditions at 
night.  We urge everyone to 
please be careful.

The City of Chicopee ap-
preciates your understanding 
and cooperation as we work 
to provide safe roads for our 
community.

Though Chicopee City 
Hall is closed today in rec-
ognition of President’s Day, 
Mayor Vieau is there at his 
office overseeing snow and 
ice removal operations with 
his staff and the DPW.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Dream Designers

CHICOPEE – Join us 
for exciting and interactive 
STEM activities designed 
to ignite curiosity, creativity 
and critical thinking in chil-
dren 2.9 to five years old and 
their families.

Explore, experiment and 
discover the wonders of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math through hands-
on experiences!

Location: Tuesdays at 
H.B. Lawrence Elementary 
School, 156 Cabot St., Holy-
oke

Thursdays at Szetela 
Early Childhood School, 66 
Macek Dr., Chicopee

Time: 4 to 5 p.m.
Dates: 
Tuesdays: Jan. 28 

through March 11
Thursdays: Jan. 30 

through March 13
Children must attend 

with an adult. 
To learn more, call 

Shane at 413-310-1632.

Japanese For Beginners 
Zoom Class

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging will 
offer Japanese for Beginners 
Zoom classes beginning 
Tuesday, Jan. 14 thru Tues-
day, April 1 at 4:30 p.m. via 
Zoom.

Join Charlie DuQuette, 
USMC/Retired, for this 

12-week series on learning 
basic Japanese. You will 
need a valid email address 
and access to Zoom for this 
class as it will be virtual 
and in the comfort of your 
own home. Class will meet 
at 4:30 every Tuesday be-
ginning Jan.14 thru April 
1via Zoom. A study group 
will be held at Chicopee 
Senior Center every Friday 
at 2 p.m. from Jan. 17 thru 
April 4. You must provide 
a valid email address at the 
time of registration.

Chicopee Senior Center
 Volunteer Dishwasher 

needed 
CHICOPEE – The Chi-

copee Council on Aging at 
RiverMills Center is look-
ing for a volunteer Dish-
washer for our congregate 
meal site. This volunteer 
position would be Monday 
thru Friday from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

This position would be 
assisting with dishwashing 
for the congregate meal site 
after lunch service. If you are 
interested in this volunteer 
opportunity, please contact 
RiverMills Center’s Volun-
teer Coordinator Brandon 
Dumas at 413-534-3698 ext. 
130 for additional informa-
tion or stop by the reception 
desk to pick up an applica-
tion.

Harmony House Needs 
Volunteers

CHICOPEE - The doors 
have opened at Harmony 
House of Western Massachu-
setts and potential volunteers 
are invited to explore the op-
portunity to help others in 
our communities.   

Harmony House of 
Western Massachusetts is 
a social model home for 
hospice care located in Chi-
copee.   After closing our 
original home in 2019 and 
purchasing a house in the Al-
denville section of Chicopee 
for renovation, the organiza-
tion is actively serving our 
residents with the help of 
volunteers and staff mem-
bers.  

Harmony House is cur-
rently in need of caregivers 
and people who would en-
joy the opportunity to sup-
port our residents.  Whether 
it’s a few hours a week or a 
few hours a month, Harmony 
House is a welcoming place 
for people looking to help 
people. 

Harmony House is a lo-
cal, non-profit organization 
whose mission is to provide 
a loving home offering com-
passionate care for people 
who are on hospice and are 
in need of care.  

If interested in learning 
more or becoming a vol-
unteer, please complete the 

online volunteer application 
form at www.harmonyhouse-
wma.org/volunteer-1 or 
email us at harmonyhousew-
ma@gmail.com.

Holyoke Chicopee Head Start 
holding Raising A Reader 
Family Shared Reading 

Program
HOLYOKE – The Holy-

oke Chicopee Family & 
Community Program is cur-
rently hosting a “Raising A 
Reader” Family Shared read-
ing program.

The program is for fami-
lies with children from infant 
to five years old.

Let’s get together for 
fun activities that develop 
reading readiness and social 
emotional skills! Take home 
a red bag each week with 
books to borrow.

The program takes place 
on Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m. 
at HCS Head Start the first 
and third Wednesday of the 
month at 41 Commercial St., 
Holyoke.

Please call or email 
Shane at ShaneW@head-
start.org  or 413-310-1632.

This program is funded 
by the Coordinated Family 
and Community Engage-
ment (CFCE) grant awarded 
to HCS Head Start by the 
Department of Early Educa-
tion and Care.

VOC offering free tax 
preparation for eligible residents

CHICOPEE - Valley 
Opportunity Council (VOC), 
which manages the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program that provides 
free tax preparation to those 
of low- and moderate-income, 
began offering tax prepara-
tion and filing appointments 
on Tuesday, January 21. 

VITA tax preparation 
appointments are available 
through April 30 at three 
VOC locations: 20 Lathrop 
Street, West Springfield, 516 
Chicopee Street, Chicopee; 
and 300 High Street, Holy-
oke.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, call (413) 612-0206. 
Those eligible for the VITA 
program must live in Massa-
chusetts or Connecticut with 
an income of up to $67,000. 
Appointments are available 
on weekdays, evenings and 
weekends.

Certified volunteer tax 
professionals help qualified 
individuals prepare and file 
basic state and federal tax 
returns and prior year re-
turns.  VOC also offers free 
electronic filing (e-filing) 
of tax returns, allowing for 
individuals to receive their 
refunds much quicker than 
paper filings and save up to 
hundreds of dollars in filing 
fees.

The core mission and 
goal of VITA is to assist low- 
to moderate-income taxpay-
ers in satisfying their tax re-
sponsibilities and minimize 
financial hardships, in turn 
saving taxpayers thousands 
of dollars in filing fees. The 
VITA program is sponsored 
by VOC and the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS).

In 2024, VOC helped 861 
individuals file their state and 
federal tax returns through 
the VITA program. VOC has 
been providing the VITA 
program for 25 years in the 
communities of Chicopee, 
Holyoke, and as of last year, 
Westfield. 

The Valley Opportunity 
Council is the largest and 
most diverse Community 
Action Agency in Western 
Massachusetts with an an-
nual budget of $45 million. 
With this Federal designa-
tion, the VOC has estab-
lished a powerful network 
of support and collaborative 
services intended to encour-
age community members to 
actively achieve self-suffi-
ciency for themselves and 
their families. VOC employs 
over 250 staff members and 
has 150 local vendors, pro-
viding a significant econom-
ic investment in the commu-
nity.

CHICOPEE – The For 
The Love of Good Founda-
tion will be hosting a Purse & 
Power Tool Bingo Fundraiser 
on March 2 at the Chicopee 
Moose Center on Fuller Road.

Bingo starts at 2 p.m. and 
the doors open at Noon.

Join us for a FUN after-
noon of bingo and raffles to 
support our work at For the 
Love of Good Foundation. 
Play Bingo with friends to 
win a beautiful designer purse 
or a wonderful power tool. 

$35 will get you 10 bingo 
games and a free Dauber. 

Payments accepted: 
Venmo, PayPal, Cash App, 
Checks and Cash. 

Table of Eight SPECIAL 

DISCOUNT: Buy seven tick-
ets, Get one FREE. 

Get your tickets TO-
DAY!! Call Debbie 413-315-
9072. 

Cash Bar, BYO Snacks, 
Raffle & Door Prizes & Light 
Refreshments, 21 & Older 
ONLY. 

We continue to do this 
good work in the loving 
memory of Kevin Joslyn, our 
beloved friend and cherished 
founder. 

For more info about our 
work, visit our Facebook 
Business Page or our incred-
ible website, fortheloveof-
goodfoundation.org. Thank 
you for your continued sup-
port!!

FTLOG Designer Purse & 
Power Tool Bingo Fundraiser

English as a Second
Language Class 

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Senior Center will of-
fer “English as a Second Lan-
guage” Mondays at 1:30 p.m. 
beginning March 24 through 
May 19 at Chicopee Council 
on Aging’s RiverMills Center, 
5 West Main St.

If English is a new lan-
guage for you, of if you want 
to work on your English skills, 

this class is for you. Mary 
Gallagher will be leading this 
class where you will focus on 
communications along with 
writing and reading skills. 
This 8-week series will be 
an interactive class where 
you will apply your language 
skills in every day situations. 
You must register in advance 
at RiverMills Center

$310,000 Available in Scholarship and Fellowship Awards
Application Deadline 
March 15

WESTFIELD - The 
Horace Smith Fund, cel-
ebrating its 125th anni-
versary, will be awarding 
$310,000 in scholarships 
and fellowships to residents 
of Hampden County, who 
have also graduated from 
an eligible high school or 
private school. This year 20 
scholarships, three fellow-
ships and one William R. 
Rooney Award for students 
with special needs will be 
presented to recipients at 
the June 19 Awards Night 
ceremony at Storrowton 
Carriage House in West 

Springfield.
Scholarships are of-

fered not only to graduat-
ing high school seniors but 
also to students already in 
college or those wishing to 
return to college.  Scholar-
ships of $12,000 are dis-
tributed as $3,000 annually 
and renewable each year 
until graduation.  Fellow-
ship awards of $15,000 are 
distributed as $7,500 annu-
ally and renewable for one 
additional year to students 
pursuing a full-time grad-
uate degree. Students must 
maintain at least a B aver-
age to renew.  

Recipients are selected 
on a variety of criteria, in-
cluding academic records, 

merit and financial need. 
Of great importance is a 
personal written account 
of why the student feels 
deserving of financial as-
sistance. Applicants must 
submit their transcripts 
and, if applicable, college 
entrance exam scores or 
graduate degree specific 
tests, and three letters of 
recommendation.  

Completed applica-
tions must be received 

either electronically or 
be mailed to The Horace 
Smith Fund at 16 Union 
Avenue, Suite 2K, West-
field, MA 01085 no later 
than March 15, 2025.  Ap-
plications are available at 
local high school guidance 
offices, college financial 
aid offices, and on-line at 
www.HoraceSmithFund.
org or by phoning (413) 
739-4222.   

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Male and female hooded merganser

My daughter saw a pair of hooded mergansers 
on the Ware River River on two different occasions. 

She said, “They were riding those rapids to the 
bridge and looked like they were having a blast. 
Then they just hung out under the bridge.”

The hooded merganser is the smallest of the 
mergansers at 18 inches long. It has a short thin bill 
and crested head. The male has a black head, white 
fan shaped patch within the crest, which is only vis-
ible when the crest is raised. The flanks are brown 
and the back black. It also has black vertical lines 
on its white breast. The female is plan brown with 
a darker back and red brown crest. The immature 
female looks like the adult female and the immature 
male similar to the female, but they some white in 
the crest.

Hooded mergansers dive underwater and eat 
small fish, frogs, crustaceans, mollusks and aquatic 
insects. Courtship begins in mid winter. Females do 
head bobbing and pumping. Most male displays in-
volve crest raising. The male makes a frog like note 
and the female makes a hoarse “gak.”

The female lays six to eight white eggs in a 
nest of grasses and down placed in a tree cavity or 
nest box. Mergansers summer on wooded rivers and 
lakes and winters on similar locations as well as 
along the coast. 

Ludlow birds
On Saturday, Jan. 25 a Ludlow resident emailed 

about the birds in her backyard. She said, “The usual 
visitors are purple finches, white-throated sparrows, 
juncos, titmice, nuthatches, bluejays, mourning 
doves, cardinals and red bellied woodpeckers. Yes-
terday Jan. 24, we had a cowbird at the feeder. We 
haven’t had any visit us in the five years we’ve fed 
the birds in winter. Just wondering it others in the 
area have seen a cowbird this early.”

Bluebirds and northern flicker
I received an email on Sunday, Jan 26 from a 

North Brookfield resident, She said, “I live in North 
Brookfield, down on Lake Lashaway. I had five blue 
birds and a northern flicker on my feeders this morn-
ing along with the usual birds. Early Spring?”

Brimfield birds
I received an email from a Brimfield resident 

on Jan. 21. He said, “Today in the yard all the usual 
birds were about however the junco flock has in-
creased to about 65 birds. Other not so commonly 
seen birds were a Carolina wren, and a white-throat-
ed and a tree sparrows.”

In another email he wrote, “Yes the blue jays 
sure do like the peanuts. The titmice also get their 

share. And once in awhile a red-bellied wood-
pecker with show up and take a peanut. When I walk 
around the yard there are a couple of places under a 
tree or shrub where the ground is littered with empty 
peanut shells.”

Birds in my yard
I continue to have the usual birds at my feeders 

and suet feeder such as black capped chickadees, 
titmice, white breasted nuthatches, downy wood-
peckers, mourning doves and blue jays. Now that it 
is February, I expect to see male red-winged black-
birds.

I received a state of the art bird feeder equipped 
with a camera for my birthday. I have not set it up 
yet. I will take it down once bears come out of hiber-
nation because I would not want it destroyed.

People may report a bird sighting or bird re-
lated experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, 
leaving a message at extension 100, emailing my-
backyard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

More questions for 
the Garden Lady

Eleanor wrote in with this question for the 
Garden Lady regarding amaryllis bulbs: “I have 
three bulbs from last year that have been hibernat-
ing and now they are in the sun and have produced 
long green leaves but no buds. I read it somewhere 
that if you let them dry out, no more water, but keep 
them in the sun they will send out buds, but I cannot 
find where I read that.  I hope it is true...so I can 
still get flowers this year before I have to repeat the 
whole process (by putting them back in dormant 
condition in August for a few weeks). I do have one 
more bulb from last year that did give me a flower...
but these other three ones are not showing me any 
prospects.  Can you help?”

Without seeing your bulbs and the foliage, my 
best guess would be that they will likely not flower 
this year. What leads me to that conclusion is that 
one other bulb you have already flowered.  

If they were on the same timeline, then proba-
bly the other bulbs did not have enough strength to 
send up a flower stalk. I would not let them dry out, 
but continue to water and fertilize monthly so that 
the foliage will grow strong, and be able to make 
enough energy for blooms next year, after a period 
of dormancy in the fall.

I know this is upsetting after all of your hard 
work. Re-bloom is often an experiment.  

Sadly, sometimes it happens and sometimes it 
doesn’t. It may not be anything you did wrong – 
it could be that the one bulb that did flower was 
a bigger bulb to begin with or was from healthier 
stock initially.

Meredith, who gardens in Wilbraham, posed 
this question to the Garden Lady:  “As I look at all 

of the seed packets strewn before me, what your 
best advice would be for starting seeds indoors?”

Ah-hah!  I have been itching to talk about this, 
so your timing is perfect.  

Although we are excited to get the season 
started, the biggest mistake people make is starting 
seeds too early.  Always research the varieties you 
want to grow in a good seed catalog.  

Johnny’s Selected Seed and Fedco come to 
mind as having great advice on how many weeks 
prior to the last frost seeds should be sown.  For 
example, tomato seeds should be planted indoors 
the last week of March or first week of April. 

Although that seems late (we want to do it 
now), we don’t want root bound transplants come 
May.

While average household temps will still result 
in seeds sprouting, bottom heat by use of heat mats 
will aid in germination because it will keep the seed 
bed a constant temperature. 

Plants usually suffer without enough light – 
placing seedlings in the window usually results in 
seedlings that stretch to the sun.  A simple shop 
light with fluorescent bulbs set a couple of inches 
above growing plants works out great.  

Think about the soil you are using, too.  
A soilless mix is far superior to regular potting 

soil or garden soil.  It’s milled a little finer, and is 
made to be well-drained weed and pathogen free. 

Moistening it to the consistency of a wrung 
out sponge before use is perfect. Don’t bury small 
seeds too deep. Tiny seed should simply be pushed 
into the soil surface and not covered.

Hardening off the seedlings you grew be-
fore planting them in the ground is very import-
ant.  Start acclimatizing them to the great outdoors 
slowly, first by putting them in the shade for a few 
hours, working up to full sun over the course of a 
week’s time.

By taking my advice into account, you will be 
well on your way to growing healthy seedlings in-
doors.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  
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Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
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25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
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Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

GUEST COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Reader asks about
Social Security benefits 
for someone with multiple 
ex-spouses

 
Dear Rusty 
If a financially well-off individual had multi-

ple ex-spouses, could it happen that the multiple 
ex-spouses could each be collecting Social Security 
based on their own financial situation as compared 
to their rich ex-spouses? 

Thus, multiple payouts by SS? Just curious, 
because there are probably many people in this 
situation as a result of the ever-increasing number 
of people involved in multiple marriages that each 
lasted more than ten years. Signed: Curious Ex-
Spouse 

 
Dear Curious Ex-Spouse: 
A former spouse can only collect one SS benefit 

either their own SS retirement amount, or an amount 
as an ex-spouse if the marriage lasted 10 years or 
more. And it is possible for multiple ex-spouses of 
a marriage to the same person to qualify for ben-
efits from those unions, if each marriage lasted at 
least 10 years. But each ex-spouse can only qualify 
for one benefit payment either their own earned SS 
benefit, or their benefit as an ex-spouse. 

In other words, someone with two or more 
ex-spouses might have their ex’s collecting full ben-
efits on their record, provided that each marriage 
lasted at least 10 years. But an ex-spouse can only 
get one benefit –their own SS retirement amount or 
an ex-spouse amount, whichever is higher.   

It’s possible, also, that an ex-spouse can collect 
benefits from a former spouse at the same time as a 
current spouse is also collecting spouse benefits on 
the same record. And there is no detriment to either’s 
amount because multiple spouses or ex-spouses are 
collecting on a one person’s SS record (Social Secu-
rity is, after all, a means for spouses, or ex-spouses, 
to avoid poverty). However, an ex-spouse’s own SS 
retirement benefit from their personal lifetime work 
record must be less than any ex-spouse benefit they 
are entitled to from a former spouse. Essentially, if 
the “10-years-married” rule is satisfied, ex-spous-
es are subject to the same benefit rules as a current 
spouse.  

You are correct that we see some cases like this 
these days, but each eligible ex-spouse can only get 
one benefit and their ex-spouse benefit is always 
offset by any personal SS retirement benefit the ex-
spouse may also be entitled to on their own lifetime 
work record. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

GUEST COLUMN

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Chicopee Register
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

chicopeeregister@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper
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IN THE CITY

CHICOPEE - Harmony 
House of Western Massachu-
setts, the home for the termi-
nally ill, gratefully accepted 
a large donation of supplies 
collected by the National 
Junior Honor Society of St. 
Joan of Arc School in Chi-
copee.  

Guided by their staff 
advisors and teachers, Mrs. 
Paula Donais and Mr. Ron 
Chimelis, honor students 
from grades seven and eight 
collected cleaning supplies, 
paper products, gift cards 
and more to donate to the 
home.  As with any home, all 
these supplies are needed on 
a weekly basis.  In addition, 

a bake sale was held by the 
students the proceeds were 
donated to Harmony House.   

Ms. Gina Mazza, Pres-
ident of the Board of Di-
rectors of Harmony House, 
visited the school recently 
to accept the donations. She 
had the opportunity to speak 
with several seventh-grade 
students about Harmony 
House and answer several 
questions.  

“On behalf of Harmony 
House, I’d like to say how 
delighted we are that the 
young students of St. Joan of 
Arc decided to choose us as 
the beneficiary of their hard 
work.  It’s an honor to meet 

such admirable young people 
who are willing to work to-
gether to benefit the commu-
nity.  We thank you all very 
much.”

Harmony House is a lo-
cal, non-profit organization 
whose mission is to provide 
a loving home offering com-
passionate care for people 
who are on hospice and are 
in need of care.  If interested 
in learning more or becom-
ing a volunteer, please com-
plete the online volunteer 
application form at www.
harmonyhousewma.org/
volunteer-1 or email us at 
harmonyhousewma@gmail.
com.

Harmony House benefits from 
St. Joan of Arc School students

SUBMITTED PHOTO

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Owning A Home... 
It’s easier than 
you think!
Let’s connect!

Maureen 
McGarrett Hall  

REALTOR®
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

the organization to work with 
and to partner up with. Luz 
Lopez alongside Wilfredo 
Lopez--which is her brother-
-they do great things for the 
community and they’ve been 
a huge part of what we do in 
Chicopee with the Back to 
School Event.”

“We’re excited to be 
working with Faded Barber 
Lounge and Ric to be able to 
help and continue providing 
all of these resources to the 
students in Chicopee,” Lo-
pez said. “So, Ric has been 
doing this for several years 
now--this would be the fourth 
year--so we were grateful to 
be able to have the opportuni-
ty to work with him because 
he’s so passionate about mak-
ing sure people are going to 
school looking good and feel-
ing good.”

Diaz added for this year’s 
Back to School Event, they’re 
already looking for sponsors 
and donations.

“And not only donations 
and sponsors but for people 
to donate their time and help 
out with different things like 
setting up. A big part of this 
event is the crew that we put 
together to set it up,” Diaz 
said. “If anybody wants to 
be a part of it, it’s a big com-
munity event where if we all 
come together, it’s going to be 
a great event this upcoming 
2025 year.”

There will also be more 
fundraising events in the 
works, so stay tuned.

Lovett is a branch own-
er of Funny 4 Funds and was 
thrilled to participate, empha-
sizing the importance of giv-
ing back.

“Making people laugh is 
the greatest job in the world, 

so I feel like that’s how I give 
back. I like this. I like mak-
ing people leave feeling bet-
ter, walking out the door than 
they did coming in the door,” 
Lovett said.

Lovett also has the Pi-
oneer Valley First Comedy 
Tour Bus, a comedy bus that 
does a 90-minute tour with 
comedy from private shows 
and renting as a party bus to 
special trips.

“That was a chance to do 
something different and peo-
ple seem to love it. We did 
First Nights in Northampton 
and we had to actually do 
another show because people 
were still fighting to get on 
the bus,” Lovett said. “Our 
last few shows have been sold 
out and we have a show, actu-
ally, tomorrow that’s sold out 
and our next show is March 
1. So, if you want more infor-

mation, go to funbus.org.”
Lovett. who has done 

comedy for 10 years, credits 
DeShields for getting him 
into comedy when looking 
for advice on getting into the 
art. She had him watch her 
purse and she later called him 
up to the stage.

“She went and signed me 
up, so that’s how I got into 
comedy,” Lovett said.

Lovett also had praise for 
Diaz.

“I like that he came to 
us and did that. He’s been 
humble the whole way. He’s 
just been very easy to work 
with and this is his passion. 
It’s, really, I’m the one that’s 
honored that I’m a part of it, 
you know what I’m saying?” 
Lovett said. “I’m humbled 
that I get to be a part of it.”

Diaz’s message was this.
“If we all come together 

and continue to work togeth-
er, we can make great things 

happen within our commu-
nity, and not only within our 
community. I’d say that ev-
erything is taking initiative 
and if we take initiative, then 
we can also have surrounding 
cities do their own thing too,” 
Diaz said. “There’s never no 
competition. When we see 
other cities do what we’re do-
ing and in the city of Chicop-
ee, it makes us happy. Puts a 
smile on our face, it means 
everything to us because we 
know that there’s a lot of kids 
out here and a lot of families 
that need resources and these 
types of events--especially 
in these days--and if we can 
help out in any way, then that 
means everything to us.”

Lopez echoed Diaz’s 
message.

“I think that from this 
event, a lot of people have 
been motivated to participate 
more in contributing to help-
ing people in the community, 
so if we continue to show that 
leadership, then people will 
continue to join,” Lopez said.

BACKPACKS from page 1

Ricardo Diaz, owner of Faded Barber Lounge, and Luz Lopez, 
cofounder of Breaking Oppression, pose for a photo ahead of the 
Laughs for Backpacks Comedy Night Fundraiser. Diaz and Lopez 
are also co-collaborators on the Back to School Event.

Tim Lovett gets the audience 
going during his set at the 
Laughs for Backpacks Comedy 
Night Fundraiser.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Kim DeShields smiles as she 
performs her set. She also 
served as host.

Davey Lozano chats with Donna Marratta during his set. He later 
had an audience member also dance with him on stage.

PHOTOS AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – On Feb. 14, some of our officers took part in a Valentine’s Day event at Sunshine Village.   
Each participant at Sunshine Village received a Valentine from their friends at CPD. Once again, we 
would like to thank Sunshine Village for inviting us to take part in all of their great events.

CPD celebrates Valentine’s Day
with Sunshine Village
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Offense shut 
down in 
playoff loss

WILBRAHAM – Last Friday night, 
Chicopee Comprehensive girls basket-
ball was defeated by Minnechaug 65-30 
in the quarterfinals of the Western Mass. 
Class A Tournament. The Colts were 
scheduled to face Agawam in non-play-
off action following that, then await their 
seed in the state tournament this week-
end. In the loss to Chaug, Eliza Burger 
had 11 points.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Eliza Burger sends a shot flying to the hoop.

Kaitlyn Gilhooly looks to make a pass.

Walieries Pena tries to dribble around an opponent.

Ava DeBettencourt sends a pass away. Kaitlyn Gilhooly looks to shoot.

Pacers prep for sectional championship
LUDLOW – Weather post-

poned their meet by about a day, but 
the Ludlow High School wrestling 
team held its final dual meet of the 
season, a 59-18 win over Chicopee 
High School. The meet concluded 

the league season for both teams. 
Ludlow competed in the section-
al championship at Wayland High 
School last weekend and is looking 
forward to the upcoming state tour-
naments

Comp boys 
fall in Class A 
quarterfinals

CHICOPEE – Earlier this week, 
Chicopee Comprehensive High 
School boys basketball fell 62-51 in 
a rematch against Holyoke. But this 
time, the two teams were playing 
in the quarterfinals of the Western 
Mass. Class A Tournament. In the 
matchup, Xavier Kleps had 12 points 
while Elijah Kleps had 10 points. 
Holyoke was led by Calvin Godbolt 
with 21 points. Aden Cabrera had 18 
points and Jordan King-Perilli had 
16 points. The Knights were sched-
uled to face Central in the semifinals 
while the Colts went to nonplayoff 
action until the state tournament be-
gins next week.

HoopHall
announces 
award winners

SPRINGFIELD  – The Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of Fame an-
nounced the recipients of the 2025 
Curt Gowdy Media Award and 
John Bunn Lifetime Achievement 
Award at NBA All-Star Weekend. 

Legendary Detroit Pistons 
play-by-play announcer  George 
Blaha, renowned CBS ana-
lyst  Clark Kellogg, veteran wom-
en’s basketball writer  Michelle 
Smith, and influential NBA jour-
nalist Adrian Wojnarowski are the 
2025 Curt Gowdy Media Award 
recipients. Boston Celtics long-
time Vice President of Media and 
Alumni Relations Jeff Twiss is the 
recipient of the 2025 John W. Bunn 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

The Curt Gowdy Media Award 
is named in honor of the late Curt 
Gowdy, a legendary sports broad-
caster and former Hall of Fame 
Board member and President. This 
prestigious award is presented to 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Aldalish Cruz gets ready to lock up at 106 pounds.
Aylan Pawwaz holds an advantage at 126

David Thomas attempts to turn over his opponent.Giovanni Moye tries to use his opponent’s leg to get a takedown.

Jeremiah Delgado goes for the leg in a takedown attempt.Michael Jenksin starts his match at 144 pounds. See HOOP HALL page 7
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Team Mass Boys & Girls 
AAU Basketball Tryouts
Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU card $25 (purchase on our website, we’ll pull them)

Tryout # 1: February 22, 2025
Location:  Tantasqua Jr High School (320 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA)
 • Boys Grades 4th-6th 8:30 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.
 • Boys Grades 7th & 8th 9:45 a.m. - 10:55 a.m.
 • Boys Grades 9th-12th 11 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.
 • Girls Grades 4th-6th 12:15 p.m. - 1:25 p.m.
 • Girls Grades 7th-8th 1:30 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.
 • Girls Grades 9th-12th 2:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Tryout # 2: March 1, 2025 
Location: Oxford High School (100 Carbuncle Drive, Oxford, MA)
 • Boys Grades & Girls Grades 4th-6th (9 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.)
 • Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th (10:30 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.)
 • Boys and Girls Grades 9th-12th (12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.)

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

members of the print, elec-
tronic, and transformative 
media whose efforts have 
made a significant contribu-
tion to the game of basket-
ball.

The Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award was 
instituted by the Basketball 
Hall of Fame’s Board of 
Trustees in 1973 and is the 
most prestigious award pre-
sented by the Hall of Fame 
outside of Enshrinement. 
Named in honor of Hall of 
Famer John W. Bunn (Class 
of 1964), the first chairman 
of the Basketball Hall of 

Fame Committee who served 
from 1949-64, the award 
honors coaches, players, and 
contributors whose outstand-
ing accomplishments have 
impacted the high school, 
college, professional, and/or 
the international game.

Blaha, Kellogg, Smith, 
Wojnarowski, and Twiss 
will be recognized for their 
contributions to basketball 
during the Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame Enshrine-
ment Weekend on Septem-
ber 5-6. For further details, 
including ticket information, 
visit  hoophall.com/events/
enshrinement-2025.

HOOP HALLfrom page 6

T-Birds suffer one-goal 
loss to Rockford

ROCKFORD, Ill. — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(23-19-2-3) suffered a second 
straight gut-wrenching loss in 
the closing moments, falling 
4-3 to the Rockford IceHogs 
(19-22-5-1) on Saturday night 
inside the BMO Center.

Things got off to a rocky 
start for the T-Birds, who fell 
behind 1-0 just 64 seconds 
into the game after a mis-
played puck wound up on 
the tape of Joey Anderson 
inside the right-wing circle. 
Anderson made no mistake 
in snapping it through Colten 
Ellis on the stick side, giving 
Rockford the 1-0 advantage.

Ellis solidified things over 
the next 15 minutes, turning 
away the next nine IceHogs 
attempts while the T-Birds 
struggled to find offense. Fi-
nally, a pair of Rockford pen-
alties afforded Springfield a 
4-on-3 power play, and Matt 
Luff unleashed a perfect wrist 
shot that squeaked past Ben 
Gaudreau’s blocker to tie the 
game, 1-1, at 18:17. 

Springfield’s momentum 
would not last long, though, 

and just 32 seconds later, 
Brett Seney picked off a loose 
puck in the high slot and 
quickly wristed a try under 
the crossbar to restore the Ice-
Hogs lead, 2-1, heading into 
the intermission. 

Anderson’s hot hand car-
ried over into the early stages 
of the second, as he found a 
gap through the five-hole of 
Ellis to make it a 3-1 score at 
5:19 of the middle stanza.

Through the opening 30 
minutes of play, the T-Birds 
had managed just six shots 
on goal. However, the visitors 
clawed their way back, begin-
ning with Illinois native Hugh 
McGing tucking home a re-
bound outside the blue paint 
at 12:55 to cut the Rockford 
lead to 3-2. 

Dylan Peterson thought 
he had brought the T-Birds 
back even when he shuffled 
a loose puck across the goal 
line just over a minute lat-
er, but the call was changed 
to no-goal after the referees 
congregated. Nevertheless, 
Springfield pressed on, and on 
the next shift, Matthew Peca 

punched home a rebound off 
an Alek Kaskimaki shot, and 
the game was deadlocked at 
the 14:56 mark of the second. 

Ellis and Gaudreau did 
their part to lock things down 
from that point, as the two 
netminders kept the score 
locked in the 3-3 stalemate 
into the game’s final minutes. 
Unfortunately for Springfield, 
they succumbed to a late 
game-winner for a second 
straight game when Andreas 
Athanasiou broke up the ice 
in a 2-on-1 with Anderson and 
tucked a backhander around 
Ellis to win it for Rockford 
with just 1:59 left in the third. 
Ellis suffered only his second 
loss in his last 11 starts, and 
the Springfield goalie also 
saw his five-game win streak 
get snapped in the process.

ALLEN, TX  – 
The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (23-20-2-4 52pts) beat 
the  Allen Americans  (13-27-
7-2, 35pts), on Sunday after-
noon by a final score of 3-1 
in front of a crowd of 3,144 
at the Credit Union of Texas 
Event Center. The Railers are 
back on the ice next at the 
North Charleston Coliseum 
taking on the South Caroli-
na Stingrays on Wednesday, 
February 16th at 10:30 a.m. 
EST.

Worcester got the scoring 
started as they tacked on the 
first three goals of the game in 
the first period. The first came 
from Jordan Kaplan (1-0-1), 
followed by Tyler Kobryn 
(1-0-1) and it was Lincoln 
Hatten (1-0-1) who finished 
off the first period trifecta. 
Brayden Watts (1-0-1) scored 
the first goal for Allen on the 
power play 11:35 into the 

second period making it 3-1. 
Neither team would net one in 
the third period leading us to 

the 3-1 Worcester win.
For the second time in 

the weekend series the Rail-
ers jumped out to a 3-0 first 
period lead. Jordan Kaplan 
(16th) started the scoring par-
ty 11:21 into the first period. 
Tyler Kobryn (4th) followed 
up Kaplan 15:06 into the first, 
and it was Lincoln Hatten 
(5th) who scored the third 
Worcester goal in the period 
giving them a commanding 
3-0 lead heading into the sec-
ond. Shots favored Worcester 

16-4 in the first period.
Allen had three pow-

er play opportunities in the 
second period, it was not un-
til the third power play that 
they grabbed their first goal 
of the night. It was Brayden 
Watts (17th) who cut the 
Railers lead to two. Watts had 
the only goal of the period, 
giving Worcester a 3-1 lead 
heading into the third period. 
Shots favored Allen 17-10 in 
the second period.

Despite a 5-on-3 power 
play chance for Worcester as 
well as an Allen power play 
chance neither team was able 
to cash in on their respective 
opportunities. The scoreless 
period led to a 3-1 final, with 
Worcester walking away with 
the series sweep over the Al-
len Americans. Allen outshot 
Worcester 16-8 in the third, 
and 37-34 in the game.

Railers take care of Americans

Four-time NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour 
champion Justin Bonsignore 
opened his 2025 NASCAR 
season with a third-place fin-
ish in the Whelen Modified 
Tour opener at New Smyr-
na Speedway last Saturday 
night. Now, his eyes will turn 
to the World Center of Rac-
ing. 

Bonsignore will make 
his second career NASCAR 
Xfinity Series start for Joe 
Gibbs Racing in Saturday’s 
United Rentals 300 at Dayto-

na International Speedway.
The New York native 

made his Xfinity Series debut 
in 2024 with Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing at New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway and ran inside the 
top-five for a long portion of 
the race. He also competed 
in the ARCA Menards Series 
event at Daytona in 2024, his 
only Superspeedway experi-
ence leading into this week-
end.

“Running the ARCA 
race at Daytona certainly 
helps a bit with the learning 

curve of a Superspeedway 
and the drafting,” Bonsignore 
said. “The Joe Gibbs Racing 
team and Toyota have proven 
over the years they have in-
credibly fast cars. I’m excit-
ed to get out there in practice 
and learn as much as possible 
in our No. 19 M3 Technolo-
gy, USNE Power, Toyota GR 
Supra. I know our goal will 
be to get to the end of the race 
with a shot… that’s about all 
you can ask for at a place like 
Daytona.”

Bonsignore scores third-place 
finish in opener

SPORTS IN THE CITY

biggest struggle throughout 
public schools and it’s hard 
for families to get students 
here when there’s a delay or 
when it’s a half day at school. 
We’ve been trying to come up 
with creative ways on these 
days to motivate families to 
send their children and to-
day we were successful!” 
Paquette said. “Our atten-
dance rate did go up and we 
are almost at 87%.” 

When asked what her 
favorite type of cereal is, 
Paquette picked up a box of 
Cinnamon Toast Crunch and 
smiled. 

“The other piece of the 
puzzle was that we gave the 
incentive to all the class-
rooms, whoever collected the 
most boxes of cereal would 
earn an Ice Cream Cereal 
Topping Party, which end-
ed up being a total of 209 
boxes from one classroom,” 
Paquette said. 

Catching up with Exec-
utive Director Kim Caisse 
at Lorraine’s, she mentioned 
that the pantry ran out of cere-
al the same week of the cereal 
drive and expressed her grat-
itude towards Belcher Ele-
mentary for thinking of them. 

“We are always running 
out of cereal, so this is perfect. 

I mean, it couldn’t have come 
at a better time and Belcher 
Elementary is my home, it’s 
so nice to be back and have 
them supporting us. One of 
the kindergarten teachers al-
ways runs a food drive for us 
and things like that, they’ve 
been very supportive,” Caisse 
said. 

Caisse ended with this 
message.  

“In a time where people 

are struggling and there’s a 
lot of hardship and sadness, 
today made me feel hopeful 
and my heart was full for 
what those kids and families 
did for us,” Caisse said. 

To learn how you can 
support Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen & Pantry, visit lor-
rainessoupkitchen.com or 
contact Caisse at executive-
dir@lorrainessoupkitchen.
com and 413-592-9528.

BELCHER ELEMENTARY
from page 1

Posing with their favorite cereal flavors and brands, the group yelled out “Cereal!” and smiled for 
the camera before cleaning up all the boxes.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY AMANDA MUNSON

The exact number of cereal boxes was 1,029 from the Belcher 
Elementary School staff, students and families.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

CPD takes part in 
Family Fun Night
at Bowe School

CHICOPEE – Members of the po lice depart-
ment spent time with their friends at Bowe 
Elementary School during the school’s 
Family Fun Night event on Feb. 11. 
The department thanked everyone on Face-
book for coming out and hope they had as 
much fun as they did. 

PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMEN

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Chicopee
Register
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
TWO VINTAGE ARCTIC CATS, 73 
Panther, 75 Puma. Both have 440 engines. 
Need a little TLC. $500 each. 413-768-
7226.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure 
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your 
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &       
MAIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413) 
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors, 
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive 
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at 
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

COA COORDINATOR for Town of 
Westhampton. Description available online 
at www.westhamptonma.gov. Appli-
cations accepted until position filled.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

SEASONAL SPRING
& SUMMER VACANCIES:

ADMISSIONS &
 CONCESSIONS WORKERS

ASSISTANT CAMP DIRECTOR
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL UMPIRES

SUMMER BASKETBALL
SCOREKEEPERS
CAMP DIRECTOR

CAMP COUNSELORS
FENWAY GOLF 

PROGRAM COUNSELORS
JUNIOR CAMP COUNSELORS

LIFEGUARDS

Looking for several reliable seasonal em-
ployees. For application and more informa-
tion please visit 

www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  
Application deadline 3/21/2025.  EOE

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

FRIDAY AT NOON

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE 

CITY COUNCIL 
ZONING COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Committee of the 

Chicopee City Council will hold 
a public hearing on Monday, 
March 3, 2025 at 6:30 PM* in 
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City 
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicopee, 
MA  01013 to discuss the follow-
ing: 

Special Permit application un-
der Chapter 275-58 (C 7) for the 
purpose of operating a towing 
and storage business located at 78 
West St.  Applicant – Cruise Con-
trol Transportation, Inc., Joshua 
Roy, President, 210 Charlton Rd., 
Sturbridge, MA  01566.  

The plans/application can be 
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The March 3, 2025 Zoning 
Committee hearing shall be avail-
able to the public via zoom and 
in person.  Zoom credentials are 
available upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 AM – 5 
PM or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, (plans and applications are 
also available on the City Council 
website https://www.chicopee-
ma.gov/880/Pending-Applica-
tions.)  You may also call (413) 
594-1435 or email aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov
02/14, 02/21/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on February 21, 
2025  at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2004 HONDA ACCORD EX 
VIN:1HGCM56874A120827
Anthony Rivera
42 Carver St., 
Springfield, MA 01108

2012 SUBARU LEGACY 2.5I 
PREMIUM 
VIN: 4S3BMBC69C3016449
Ronald Kreth
103 Park Ave., 
Rutland, VT 05701

1993 TOYOTA COROLLA 
VIN: JT2AE04E8P0022374
Alyze Nieves Cuciano
191 Boston Post Rd, 
Waterford, CT 06385

2001 HONDA ACCORD EX 
VIN: 1HGCG16581A082641
D Salazarcastillo
357 E 195th St., 2G
Bronx, NY 10458

2003 HONDA CRV EX 
VIN: SHSRD78863U147131
Luis Fernando Muralles Veliz
538 Park Ave., Apt. 2
Worcester, MA 01603

2005 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
GLS/GT
VIN: KMHDN56D35U134314
Jason Leo Kelley
31 Palomba Dr., #426

Enfield, CT 06082	

02/07, 02/14, 02/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0289EA

Estate of: 
Margaret Mary Austin 

Also known as:
 Margaret M Austin 

Date of Death: 10/21/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Ann 
M Cadieux of East Sandwich, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Kirsten Valentine Cadieux of 
Minneapolis, MN  be appoint-
ed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/12/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Represen-tative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 12, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 

and Family Court
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P0321EA

Estate of: 
Lynn Dee Bennis 

Date of Death: 12/02/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudi-

cation of Intestacy and Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive  has been filed by Lawrence 
E. Bennis of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Lawrence E. Bennis of Chicop-
ee, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/14/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UN-

DER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 14, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P0317EA
Estate of: 

Lawrence Boucher
Date of Death: 3/28/2022
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner April M. Allen 
of Ipswich, MA

April M. Allen of Ipswich, 
MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0312EA

Estate of: 
Robert James Gaudrault 

Also known as: 
Robert J Gaudrault 

Date of Death: 10/18/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Gary 
P Gaudrault of Fort Myers FL  
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Gary P Gaudrault of Fort My-
ers FL be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/14/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED AD-

MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 14, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25PO306EA
Estate of: 

Sandra J. Maki
Date of Death: March 18, 2022

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Nicole M. 
Twarog of Ludlow, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Nicole M. Twarog of Ludlow, 
MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without sure-
ty on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court.  Invento-
ry and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but in-
terested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
02/21/2025

Sale of Motor Vehicles
Under G.L. C.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A,  on February 28, 
2025  at Interstate Towing, Inc., 
the following motor vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to satisfy 
our garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, care 
and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicles. 

2018 Kia Optima 
VIN: 5XXGT4L33JG182683

Ronny Tejeda Ruiz 
9 Oswarld St., Fl 1
Worcester, MA 01607	

2011 Hyundai Sonata GLS 
VIN: 5NPEB4ACXBH192744
Amina Ownes 
123 Orchcard St., 
Springfield, MA 01107

2013 Kia Optima EX 
VIN: 5XXGN4A71DG243355
Koroma Mustapha
31 College Dr., 
Concord, NH 03301

2016 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: 2T1BURHE4GC549038
Leandro Machado 
44 Dwight St., Apt. 2	
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2011 Ford Escape Limited 
VIN: 1FMCU9EG5BKB77111
Rocio De La Cruz Montero
21 ½ High Acres Rd.
Ansonia, CT 06401

2006 Honda Odyssey Exl
VIN: 5FNRL38606B431070
Plymouth Rock Assurance Corp
PO Box 32
North Billreica, MA 01862

2006 Honda Accord Ex 
VIN: 1HGCM56796A012591
Angel Rosa Ferrer 
36 Jennes St. 
Springfield, MA 01104

Moped 
VIN: RFSBDSAAONX004500
Flynn John 
66 Pleasant St. 
Enfield, CT 06082

2013 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN: 1G1PC5SB1D7225793
Nelson Ramirez Ramirez
2095 Northampton St., 
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Honda Civic Lx 
VIN: 2HGFA16508H521051
V O Alorvaldivia
57 Oak St, Apt. 1
Islip, NY 11751

02/14, 02/21, 02/28/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.  pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on March 7, 2025  
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2018 Mercedes GLE 350
VIN: 4JGDA5HB5JB106835
Krista Purvis
99 Pike St., PO Box 58
Carbondale, PA 18407	

2013 Nissan Rogue 
VIN: JN8AS5MV9DW659218
Nelson Joel Cruz Jr. 
24 Outlook St. 
East Harford, CT 06108	

2014 Ford Fiesta SE 
VIN: 3FADP4BJ3EM210919
Jazmin Rene Ann Rutheford
1735 Newmark Ave., Apt D 
Coos Bay, OR 97420

02/21, 02/28, 03/07/2025

called me and we got together 
and now we’re living togeth-
er,” Dulchinos said. “We’re 
both blessed to have each oth-
er.”

The couple was thrilled 
with the turnout for the dance.

“It’s absolutely wonderful 
because with the snowstorm 
we just had, everybody’s con-
fined for a few days. But, to 
come out and enjoy ourselves 
at our age is super,” Dutton 
said.

“This DJ draws a lot of 
people. Every time they have 
him listed as having some-
thing here, a lot of people 
sign up. It’s good, he’s enter-
taining, he tries to make them 
happy. It’s a good turnout,” 
Dulchinos said.

“And to put on this type 
of event with the little goodies 
that you get and stuff like that, 
they did a beautiful job,” Dut-
ton said. “Because we have 
lunch here and the lunch is 
fabulous. We just stayed and 
hung around and had our tick-
ets for the dance.”

Their secret to a long 
marriage is talking to each 
other, listening and never go-
ing to bed angry. For those 
looking for love, stay away 
from the bars.

“We both love each other 
very much and we’re bless-
ed to be together,” Dulchinos 
said.

“We believe in God and 
we believe that He’s the rea-

son that we’re together,” Dut-
ton said.

DJ Luis D, real name 
Luis “Dancing Machine” Ro-
driguez, was excited to see the 
couples get out on the dance 
floor as he churned out the 
love songs.

Rodriguez loves playing 
“Can’t Help Falling in Love” 
by Elvis Presley and “Un-
chained Melody” by the Righ-

teous Brothers at the event.
“It was awesome. These 

people had a great time. They 
all came with nice, all the red 
Valentines. They were all on 
the dance floor, had an awe-
some time and I had an awe-
some time,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez said the turn-
out meant so much to him “be-
cause I think they’re awesome 
people,” mentioning how peo-

ple came up to him to request 
a song, especially if it’s one 
they’ve danced to before.

“I think it’s putting hap-
piness in their heart because I 
know as a senior, half of them 
are all alone and it’s so nice to 
put that into their hearts,” Ro-
driguez said. “I’m here to help 
and to just put a smile on their 
face.”

He also loves how events 

like this bring people together 
and give joy.

“When I come in, I want 
to give them a special show. 
I want to give them all the 
smiles and all that happiness,” 
Rodriguez said.

Dulchinos and Dutton 
encourage the community to 
come to these events.

“I would tell them, don’t 
stay home. Come to these 
events because you may not 
have the opportunity again,” 
Dutton said.

“As you get older, it’s 
nice to be able to go see peo-
ple your age too,” Dulchinos 
said. “You have memories 
with people that you meet and 
share memories.”

Rodriguez’s message on 
this Valentine’s Day is to be 
happy and spread joy.

“Enjoy life because life is 
way too short. I always used to 
be like ‘Hurry, hurry’ and then 
when I became a little older 
now, I go, ‘Why?’ Be happy, 
enjoy, be kind to each other 
because that’s the only way 
that happiness has,” Rodri-
guez said. “Share that love!”

VALENTINE’S DAY from page 1

IN THE CITY

A couple gets lost in the music as they share a special dance 
together during the Valentine’s Day Dance at the RiverMills 
Senior Center on Feb. 14.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The red and white were out in full force as friends and couples 
posed for photos together.
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IN THE CITY

the U.S. We came here for a 
better life, for our futures, for 
our children, for our family 
members, whether that is you 
came here today or your fam-
ily members came here 100 
years ago or on the Plymouth 
or etc.,” Arriaga said. “And 
it’s important. Why is that 
important? Because, unfortu-
nately, people do treat others 
differently, who do not look 
like us, and guess what? If 
you look around this room, 
we all look different and that 
doesn’t mean that people are 
less worthy than.”

Johnson stressed how 
discourse, no matter which 
way you voted or what your 
values are, is healthy and 

“some conversations need to 
be had, even if they make you 
uncomfortable.”

She also reflected on 
Revolutionary War Spy 
James Armistead Lafayette, 
who enlisted to fight for the 
Americans’ Continental 
Army and how anyone who 
fought for the army would be 
freed and no longer a slave. 
Also, Shirley Chisholm, the 
first African-American wom-
an to serve in Congress and 
the first African-American 
woman or woman to seek the 
presidential nomination.

“The harms done to Af-
rican-Americans in this na-
tion can never be undone and 
I know that many of you--if 
not everyone in this room-
-knows that. However, we need to acknowledge it and 

we need to work together to 
do better and this here--this 
flag-raising that we’re having 
today--I believe is a step in 
the right direction and I truly 
hope to see it continue in this 
great city of Chicopee,” John-
son said.

Crawford focused on 
Carter G. Woodson, a histori-
an, author and the founder of 
the Association for the Study 
of African American Life and 
History, calling him “the Fa-
ther of Black History.”

In February 1926, Wood-
son had launched--as it was 
known at that time--Negro 
History Week, a weeklong 
celebration, Crawford said, 
was “not just for Black folks, 

but it was for everyone” and 
“to get to know us Black 
folks.”

“In that year, he launched 
it--the celebration--and now 
we see the precursor--or the 
evolution, if you will--of 
Black History. And so, this 
moment in time as we hear 
about the dismantling of DEI, 
the dismantling of canceling 
Black History, we have to un-
derstand that Carter G. Wood-
son was simply saying that 
Black folks exist,” Crawford 
said. “He was simply saying 
that you ought to know about 
our history, he was simply 
saying that we too matter and 
he simply was saying that I 
want to educate you on the 
effects and the realization of 

who Black people are here in 
America.”

McIntosh-Rodriguez 
talked about her organization, 
which offers free civil legal 
aid to elders and low-income 
individuals and families who 
cannot afford an attorney.

She stressed equal jus-
tice for everyone, sharing the 
story of a client who was sued 
by a credit card company for 
debt. The case was later dis-
missed with CLA’s help.

“It just really shows how 
much the work I do and equal 
access to justice is really 
important. We just encour-
age everyone to try and get 
involved and help lessen the 
justice gap and make equal 
access justice available to 

everyone,” McIntosh-Rodri-
guez said.

After thanking Chicop-
ee Cultural Council Member 
Wilhelmina Humphries for 
inviting her to the ceremony 
and her work on CLA’s Board 
of Directors, McIntosh-Ro-
driguez shared her gratitude.

“Black History is so rich 
and is so important and I 
wouldn’t be here without the 
contributions of all the Afri-
can-Americans before me,” 
McIntosh-Rodriguez said.

To view the full ceremo-
ny, visit ChicopeeTV’s Face-
book page.
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Azael Diaz drapes the Black History Month flag inside City Hall 
Auditorium on Feb. 13.

Choyce McIntosh-Rodriguez, 
pro bono coordinator at Com-
munity Legal Aid for Western 
MA, reflects on equal justice 
access.

Ayanna Crawford, chief of staff 
for State Rep. Orlando Ramos 
(D-Springfield) talks about 
education and teaching Black 
history to the next generation.

Superintendent Dr. Marcus 
Ware provides welcoming 
remarks on behalf of Mayor 
John Vieau, who was unable to 
attend due to illness.

Nia Johnson, community 
engagement coordinator at 
the Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office, talks about 
how she loves being a Black 
woman and the importance of 
having conversations, espe-
cially if they involve discourse.
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CHICOPEE – On Feb. 7, several of our officers participated in the 
2025 Tim Tebow “Night to Shine” hosted by Life Point Church. 
We are grateful to be invited to be a part of this night. 

CPD takes part in Night to Shine


