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Local scout
plans to
help animal
shelter

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Scout Dean Flea-
gle is about to start work on his
Eagle Scout project, which is fo-
cused on gathering supplies for
Dakin Humane Society.

Fleagle plans to organize a
series of supply drives that will
take place at Smithland Pet and
Garden Center where communi-
ty members can donate supplies
Dakin needs.

“When people go into Smith-
land to do their own shopping,
they can help by getting the
things that we know the humane
society needs,” Fleagle said.

These supply drives will take
place from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 12 and Friday,
Oct. 11.

The needed supplies include:
canned and dry kitten food, light
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Police, fire depts. honor Carol Taylor

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Fire and Police Departments
held a photo-op of the new
equipment they have thanks
to generous donations made in
honor of Carol Taylor.

In Taylor's name, her sister,

Linda Edelman, made a donation
of $46,995 for the police depart-
ment to get a new D.A.R.E vehi-
cle and a donation of $34,791.75
for the fire department to get a
Physio Control Cardiac Monitor/
Defibrillator and a Lucas Chest
Compression (CPR) device.
These donations enabled the
town to get the D.A.R.E vehicle

and prevented them from having
to find a source of funding for the
cardiac equipment.

Mayor Christopher Johnson
was grateful for the donations.

“It goes without saying
how grateful I am for Linda
and Leos donation in honor
of Carol,” Johnson said. “Carol
was a very good friend to me, I

miss her dearly”

He also hoped that these do-
nations would help in keeping
the memory of Taylor alive.

“She cared deeply about Aga-
wam, she always had a special
place for police and fire and pub-
lic safety,” Johnson said. “If there
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Members of the police department, the city council, Mayor Christopher Johnson and Linda and Leo Edelman gathered around the new D.A.R.E vehicle.
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AC Tune-Ups &
New Installations

Children’s Librarian Pamela Weingart presents a library card
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Toy exchange held for library card kick off

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Agawam Public
Library is giving out library cards
for stuffed animals and toys for
the month of September in honor
of National Library Card Month.

Anyone is welcome to come

to the children’s area of

S g - the library with a stuffed
bt animal, toy or figurine

-
and request a library

card for them.

LY “Were hoping
that by doing this
kids can see how

it is to get library

cards,’ Chil-

k‘. dren’s Librari-

4 an Pamela We-
ingart said.

The library

cards have the

information of APL and have a
picture of a cow on them.

This is the library’s second year
doing library cards for stuffed an-
imals. Last year they started the
event to help promote National
Library Card Month.

The event went well and now
they plan to do it every Septem-
ber. Each year the library card
will have a different design so
people can collect all the dif-
ferent designs throughout their
time at APL.

Weingart and the other staff at
the children’s desk love seeing all
the kids come in with their stuffed
animals and toys. Weingart also
hopes that getting a library card
will inspire kids to enjoy the li-
brary.

“I think about Susan, who used
to work here, used to play librari-
an when she was a kid, and then

Looking for

an AC solution for
your home or office?

Let us design a system
that works for your
environment.

ended up working in a library,
Weingart said.

People are also encouraged to
come in and get a library card for
themselves. To get a library card
people can go up to the circula-
tion desk.

For kids they need a parent or
legal guardian with ID and proof
of address. Adults just need to
have a valid ID with their current
address.

Weingart encourages anyone
who does not have a library card
to come in and get one.

“With library cards you get
access to a plethora of informa-
tion,” Weingart said. “You get
access to all of the resources at
your library”

Getting a library card at APL
doesn’t just allow you to access
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Winslow is such an active little ball of fur! Winslow is a mini Bernedoodle.
It’s a mix between a Bernese Mountain Dog and a doodle.
He will chew anything he can find. He brightens our day!

Attention Advertivens! <

Your Business Could Be Here! 3 columns (4.75”) X 2” ad with color -
$50 per week. Contact Your Advertising Rep., Wendy Delcamp
email: wdelcamp@turley.com call/text: 413-237-4245

72 < Attention Readens!
* We feature your pets here FREE. All pets are welcome! Dog, cat,

chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse, etc. Is there a pet you're fostering and
trying to re-home?! We want to hear all about it! Email a high-resolution

® ¢ photo of your pet with a little information including your name @@
® )
N and your pet’s name to wdelcamp@turley.com.

Crafters, vendors needed
for upcoming holiday bazaar

AGAWAM - The Agawam Congre-
gational Church is seeking crafters and
vendors for our Christmas Holly Wreath
bazaar to be held on Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

To register pick up an application at
the church, Monday through Friday from
9 am. to 12 noon. For more details call
the church at (413) 786-7111 or email at
office@agawamcong.com.

\e

Upcoming activities available
at the Agawam Senior GCenter

AGAWAM - The Agawam Senior Center
announced new events and classes starting
in September. The center also announced
reduced fees for those classes.

If you participate in any of the sever-
al classes that we offer here at the Senior
Center...well hold onto your hat do we have
news for you. Due to grant funding that we
have acquired starting, Tuesday, Sept. 2 all
classes that are offered at the Agawam Se-
nior Center will now be at the reduced fee
of only $3 per class. The Agawam Senior
Center will honor this reduced class fee un-
til June 30, 2025.

Seminar with Dr. Matt Costanza from
Resilience Physical Therapy
Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 1 p.m.

My name is Dr. Matt Costanza. I am a
Physical Therapist from Resilience Physical
Therapy and Wellness. We have two loca-
tions, in Agawam and in Suffield where I
am Clinic Director. I will be presenting on
the importance of movement and exercise
for the senior community and how physi-
cal therapy can help with that. I will also be
discussing direct access, which allows pa-
tients to receive physical therapy without
the need of a referral from a Doctor. This
seminar will take place on Wednesday,
Sept. 18 at 1 p.m. in the Seminar Hall. Call
Kristina at 726-2836 to register.

The Four Things:
Further Conversation On Grief
Wednesday; Sept. 18 at 1 p.m.
in the conference room
It is only 4 things. 11 words total. And
yet...they can be so difficult to say. Please
forgive me. I forgive you. Thank you. I love
you. These 4 things are what palliative
care doctor Ira Byock learned were the
words people most needed to say when
they were coming to the end of their lives.
This session offers nurturing space and

time to ponder the healing medicine of
these words for in your life. Call Kristina
at 726-2836 to register.

Free Screening Balance Clinic
Wednesday, Oct. 9, 1 p.m.
in the Garden Room

Powerback Rehabilitation will be at the
Agawam Senior Center offering free screen-
ings that include Balance/Strength. These
are 15-minute appointments. Call Kristina
at 726-2836 to schedule one.

African drumming
10-week class beginning Sept. 6

We at the Agawam Senior Center are
very excited to partner with the Commu-
nity Music School of Springfield again, and
bring the exciting class of African Drum-
ming to our community. This class will run
from Friday, September 6 - November 8.
There will be a beginner and an advanced
class. Beginner class will begin 10 to 11 a.m.
and 11 a.m. to 12 noon for advanced.

Presented in partnership with Com-
munity Music School of Springfield, Ja-
son Arnold offers African Drumming at
Agawam Senior Center. Jason has been
playing drums since he was 6 years old,
having studied with his father Billy Arnold
(drummer for Young at Heart Chorus,
and also a CMSS faculty member). Jason
performs with rhythm & blues and rock
groups throughout the Northeast. In 2010
he was honored for his work with children
as a recipient of a Key Player Ambassa-
dor Award, and directs many Community
Partnership programs throughout Spring-
field. Call Kristina at 413.726.2836 to se-
cure your spot. The classes will be limited
to 20 people.

Beginner Class will be free of charge for
participants. The Advanced Class fee will
be a one-time payment of $35 per partici-
pant, due on Friday, Sept. 6.

FHCC hosting
antique
appraisals

FEEDING HILLS - Wondering what a
family heirloom is worth or have old jew-
elry have it appraised by expert Antique
dealers.

Feeding Hills Congregational Church,
21 North Westfield St., is hosting an an-
tique appraisal Saturday, Oct. 5 from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The cost is $5 an item or 3 for $12 with
a three item limit.

All appraisals are verbal intended
to give the owner an idea of value and a
sense of history. Items should be small
enough to be hand carried. Please no fire-
arms or weapons of any kind.

There will also be an outdoor tag sale
held in conjunction with the antique ap-
praisal event.

For more information call Kathy at
413-786-0195.

Feline Friends announce
next food, supply fundraiser

AGAWAM - Feline Friends Inc. Cat
Sanctuary of Feeding Hills will be hold-
ing food/supply drives at Smithland Pet
& Garden Center. Our next donation
drive will be Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Volunteers will be accepting food, litter
and monetary donations for our kitties.
Opened bags/boxes will also be accept-
ed. Gift cards from various pet stores or
Costco would be appreciated.

Smithland, a valued sponsor, is
stocked with Friskies Pate or Shreds
canned food (single flavored cases pre-
ferred), many Fancy Feast varieties and
unscented, clumping cat litter. All do-
nations are gratefully accepted. Our
donation bin is located near the cash
registers.

Other Wish List items: Disinfecting
wipes, paper towels, puppy pee pads, dry
cat or dog food for strays and colonies.

We are excited to announce our Oc-
tober Fundraiser raffle entitled Catober

Fun. We will be selling chances to win
gift cards or baskets on September 7th.
Tickets are $20 each and there are 31
chances to win. Checks or cash will be
gratefully accepted (Feline Friends, P.O.
Box 174, Feeding Hills 01030) or Pay Pal
(Feline Friends Inc) or Venmo (@Fe-
line-Friends).

Just a reminder that we have collec-
tion bins at the Agawam Public Library
as well as at Smithland in Agawam.
Please add your contact information if
you would like an acknowledgement.

Feline Friends Inc. is a communi-
ty-based, nonprofit sanctuary that does
not discriminate against any cat based
on age, gender or disability.

More information about our sanctu-
ary may be found on our website at fe-
linefriendsinc.org or our Facebook page
at Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary. Contact
us with questions at info@felinefriend-
sinc.org or by phone at 413-786-5019.

AHS class of
1973 to hold
reunion Oct. 4

AGAWAM - A Class of 73 gathering on
Friday, Oct. 4 at the Italian Sporting Club in
Agawam at 349 Cooper St.

This will be a casual event and a great
way to reconnect with each other while en-
joying some food, cocktails and conversa-
tion. The gathering will begin at 6 p.m. This
is a free event.

No written letters will be going out, so
if you know of any other classmates who
don’t use email, please let them know about
this gathering. If you want to remain on our
list for future events, please contact us with
e mail/phone. It will remain confidential.

Please RSVP ASAP so we can have a
number for food. We always had an amaz-
ing class.

Questions to Paul Henault or Sue Meu-
nier at: pwh.ahs1973@gmail.com or Susan
Borgatti Meunier smeutooz@comcast.net.

Registraton to now open for Bright Nights 5K

SPSRINGFIELD - The starting pistol
will be fired twice for the Bright Nights
5K Road Race. The first time will be when
registration opens. The second time will
be the night of the race when runners will
take the jolly jaunt through more than
750,000 lights at Bright Nights at Forest
Park.

The 500 coveted spots for the holiday
fun run will become available on Monday,
Sept. 9, at 12 a.m. at brightnights.org.

The 19th annual Bright Nights 5K Road
Race will be held on Monday, Dec. 2, at
6:30 p.m. The rain date will be Tuesday,
Dec. 3. The registration fee is $75. This in-

cludes participation in the one-of-a-kind
event that takes runners from the Seuss
Land Arch to the Giant Poinsettia Can-
dles, and back, a souvenir long-sleeved
athletic shirt, a ticket to enjoy Bright
Nights at Forest Park in the comfort of a
car, and a post-race soup supper.

“The event has been a sell out since its
inception,” said Spirit of Springfield Presi-
dent Judy Matt. “It is a challenging course,
but runners take in the sights has they run
up the hills through leaping deer and the
blizzard tunnel, and down through Toy
Land. Personally, I love to see all the great
costumes.”

The Spirit of Springfield, which orga-
nizes the event, recommends runners be
available for both dates, Dec. 2 and Dec.
3. Refunds and substitutions will not be
offered. For safety reasons, runners must
be at least 14 years old on race day. Head-
phones, baby strollers, pets, and bandit
runners will not be allowed on the route.

The Bright Nights 5k Road Race is spon-
sored by Covestro, Health New England,
Siemens, Freedom Credit Union, and M&T
Bank. For more information about the
Bright Night 5K Road Race and registra-
tion, visit brightnights.org or contact the
Spirit of Springfield at 413-733-3800.
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Library activities continue through September

AGAWAM - The Agawam Library wish-
es the Agawam Public Schools a hearty wel-
come back. This month features National
Library Card Sign-Up Month, as well as
some fun adult programming. During the
month of September, anyone applying for a
new or replacement library card will have
the opportunity to choose a small prize or
spin the wheel for a surprise. Patrons may
apply for a new or replacement card at the
Main Circulation Desk and the prize wheel
will be available at the Information Desk.

Author Talk with Connecticut Author
Albert Ruggiero on
Thursday, Sept. 12 at 6 p.m.
in the Clini Community Room

When his beloved wife Carol passed,
Albert Ruggiero felt her writing deserved
a bigger audience so he published a collec-
tion of her work in Pearls from Carol. As Al-
bert explains it, Carol enjoyed taking a se-
rious topic and turning it on its head with
a surprising ending. Albert took his love for
his wife and turned it into a passion project
to share her stories with the world. Join us
to hear about Carol’s life and her short, fun-
ny, and thought-provoking stories, poems,
and essays. Please register for this event.

Tea & Trivia
Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. and
Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 2:30 p.m.
in the Clini Community Room

Get ready to have your wits challenged
with a few rounds of general knowledge
trivia, and enjoy a cup of tea while you're
playing! Come with a team or meet some

new friends! Prizes are awarded to the win-
ning teams. Trivia is for adults ages 18 and
older. Please register for this event.

September Tech Sessions
Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 6:30 p.m. and
Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 10 a.m.
in the Clini Community Room

Just got a brand new library card and
hoping to learn all about the C/W MARS
system? Our September Tech Sessions will
introduce users to the C/W MARS online
catalog and app. Learn how to find library
items or place holds on the items you want.
We'll cover regular searches for authors
and titles, as well as how to put items on
hold and add items to customized lists.
We'll also look at how to navigate around
the online catalog, and how to browse our
collections that we've picked out just for
you! Feel free to bring your own device so
that you can follow along. We'll also pro-
vide a brief overview of the CW MARS app.
There are two sessions scheduled: Wednes-
day, Sept. 18 at 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, Sept.
24 at 10 a.m. Both will take place in the
Clini Community Room. Please register for
these events.

Adult Writer’s Group
Thursday, Sept. 19 at 6 p.m.
in the Peirce Conference Room
The library is thrilled to welcome back
the Adult Writer’s Group. Our first meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Sept. 19 at 6
p-m. in the Peirce Conference Room. The
Agawam Library Writers Group is hosted

by award-winning author Katherine An-
derson. This in-person workshop is open to
writers of all levels and genres. There will
be opportunities for peer and host feed-
back, learning the basics of self-publishing,
finding opportunities for submission to
magazines, literary journals and presses,
assembling a portfolio and the basics of a
query package for submissions and publi-
cations. These workshops are sponsored by
the Agawam Center Library Association.
Please register for this event.

The Museum Heist Escape Room
Sept. 23 at 2 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 7 p.m.
The Museum Heist Escape Room will

return for three more sessions on Sept. 23
at 2 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 7 p.m. Players will
take on the roles of art thieves tasked with
stealing a famous painting. Solve puzzles,
break codes, and get the painting before
time runs out. We will have three time slots
that participants may register for. Sign up
with a group during your preferred time
slot or join on your own to make some new
friends. This event is for patrons ages 18
and older. Please register for only one time
slot. This is the same escape room that was
done previously, so please do not register if
you attended in July.

Virtual Author Talk Series
Pulitzer Prize Finalist Garrett Graff will
discuss Capturing the Human Drama of
9/11 and D-Day Through Oral History on
Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 2 p.m. New York Times
Bestselling Author Nate Klemp will discuss

his book Open: Living with an Expansive
Mind in a Distracted World on Wednesday,
Sept. 18 at 2 p.m. Mega-Bestselling Au-
thor Liane Moriarty will discuss character
development in her latest book, Here One
Moment on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 7 p.m.
Moriarty’s books Big Little Lies and Nine
Perfect Strangers have been adapted into
successful television series.

The Agawam community is invited to
visit our website for a complete listing of
September events.

MA Women’s

BOSTON - The Massachusetts Commis-
sion on the Status of Women has elected
new leadership to their executive team for
FY25. The MCSW is an independent stage
agency comprised of 19 volunteer Com-
missioners whose mission is to provide a
permanent and effective voice for women
and girls across the Commonwealth. Their
work includes legislative and public pol-
icy advocacy, gathering data, conducting
public hearings on key issues and to gather
data that advances the rights of all women
and girls, and more.

The Commission welcomes: Mary-Dith
Tuitt was elected as our incoming chair-
woman. A Boston resident, Navy Veteran,
and Community and Peer Veteran Special-
ist, Tuitt was first appointed to the Com-
mission by the Massachusetts Caucus of
Women Legislators in 2011. She also served
as the chair of the MCSW's Legislative and
Public Policy Committee, as well as the cur-
rent president of the National Association
for Commissions for Women.

Christine Monska, of Auburndale, was
elected as the MCSW vice-chair, and first
appointed to the MCSW by the Massachu-

Commission

setts Caucus of Women Legislators in 2020.
She currently serves as the executive di-
rector of the Women’s Fund SouthCoast in
New Bedford where she increases opportu-
nities for women and girls to become eco-
nomically independent, access education,
and advocate for issues in the region.

Tanisha Arena, a Springfield resident,
was elected as the MCSW treasurer and
chair of the Finance Committee. Arena
was appointed to the Commission by
the the Massachusetts Caucus of Women
Legislators in November 2021 and is the
current executive director of ARISE for
Social Justice, an organization commit-
ted to community organizing, education,
and advocacy.

Dr. Kimberly Shea, of Winchendon,
was elected to serve as the MCSW secre-
tary. Kimberly has serves for many years
the in healthcare and education field. She
is the current dean of Nursing at Mount
Wachusett Community College, as well as
an adjunct faculty member at several area
Colleges. As a registered nurse and high-
er education professional, as well as her
life experience raising a family in the area

welcomes new leadership

and as an active community member, she
brings a unique perspective to the Com-
mission, proudly representing her rural
community.

Dr. Aisha Miller was elected as the new
chair of the MCSW Program and Planning
Committee. Formerly the vice-chair, Dr.
Miller is a resident of Mattapan who was
first appointed by the MCWL in 2021. She
is the vice president of Permitting, Com-
munity, and Corporate Engagement for
Related Beal, which aims to enrich people’s
lives through high quality design and devel-
opment.

Guimel DeCarvalho, of Natick, was
elected as the next chair of MCSW’s Leg-
islative and Public Policy Committee. First
appointed to the Commission by Senate
President Karen E. Spilka in November
2021, she speaks fluent Portuguese and
lives in Natick with her wife and son. She
is Wayside Youth & Family Support Net-
work’s first Vice President of People and
Culture and Chief Diversity Officer. Guim-
el cofounded Natick Is United, a commu-
nity antiracist organization, and recently
launched the Wayside Equity Training

Center to provide antiracist trainings and
strategic planning support for non-profits
and community organizations.

“This is an incredible cadre of communi-
ty leaders with a diverse range of personal
and professional experience. This dedicat-
ed and talented executive leadership team
will enhance this Commissions’ ability to
focus on our ambitious legislative agenda
on behalf of all across in the Common-
wealth,” said the immediate past MCSW
Chairwoman Dr. Sarah Glenn-Smith.

“The Commission recently celebrat-
ed its 25-year anniversary, and all current
state and regional Commissioners as well
as staff are elated to see what these unique
experiences and backgrounds will bring in
the next 25 years,” said MCSW Executive
Director Shaitia Spruell.

The Commission exists to provide a per-
manent, effective voice for women across
Massachusetts. The MCSW represents and
recognizes all women, regardless of their
age, race, color, creed, abilities, language,
socio-economic status, immigration sta-
tus, sexual orientation, or gender assigned
at birth.

Heritage State Park part of
annual girl scouts national event

HOLYOKE - The annual Girl Scouts
Love State Parks Weekend will be hosted
in state parks nationwide on Sept. 14 and
15. Locally, the Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) will
provide exclusive opportunities for Gir
Scouts and their families in eight state
parks in central and western Massachu-
setts with nine different programs over the
two days. Programs are specifically tailored
to assist Girl Scouts with earning nature
based badges.

Among the state parks included are
Holyoke Heritage State Park, Holyoke, and
Quabbin Reservoir, Belchertown

“Getting girls outdoors is a unique part
of the Girl Scout Leadership Experience
and an important part of our mission,” said
Theresa Lynn, Girl Scouts of Central and
Western Massachusetts CEO. “With a part-
ner like DCR and so many incredible spac-
es in our own back yard it’s a great time to
get outside”

“We're excited to partner with the Girl

“Getting girls outdoors is a
unique part of the Girl Scout
Leadership Experience and an
important part of our mission.”
- Theresa Lynn

Scouts again for this fun annual initiative
that provides Girl Scouts with free pro-
gramming opportunities in our parks to
help them earn their nature-based badges,’
said Mass. DCR Commissioner Brian Ar-
rigo. “Our beautiful spaces are great spots
for Girl Scouts to learn about and connect
with our environment.”

Girl Scout members, friends, and fam-
ily are encouraged to also participate in
self-guided tours, hikes, watersports, star-
gazing, and many more fun outdoor activ-
ities in parks during Girl Scouts Love State
Parks Weekend.
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THE HARVEST IS IN!

FRESH-PICKED VEGETABLES FROM OUR FARM

CORN - YELLOW, WHITE, AND BUTTER & SUGAR
TOMATOES | PEPPERS | BEANS
EGGPLANT | ONIONS | WINTER SQUASH

BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS

E Cecéhi Farms

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET
Feeping HiLLs, Mass.
“Everything you’d grow if you bad forty acres.” (0
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Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

il

Husband upsefz‘
about his wife’s
survivor benefit

Dear Rusty
This is a matter that I find particu-
larly irksome. My wife, a retired teach-
er, was told that, should I pre-decease
her, she is not eligible to get survivor
benefits from my Social Security pay-
ments. I'm sure there is some arcane,
bureaucratic justification for this, but
I think it unconscionable. Is this true
and if so, what sort of major miracle
would be required to alter that?
Signed Disgruntled in Texas

By Russell Gloor

Dear Disgruntled

If your wife was a teacher in a
school district, which includes all Tex-
as school districts that exempted her
from paying into Social Security, then
any Social Security surviving spouse
benefit she becomes entitled to from
you will be affected by a provision
called the Government Pension Offset.
The GPO will reduce her Social Securi-
ty survivor benefit by two-thirds, 67%,
of the amount of her (non-covered)
teacher’s pension, which can and often
does eliminate her surviving spouse
benefit. The GPO affects teachers in
about 15 states, who have opted not to
participate in Social Security.

For information, this is similar to
what happens to a spouse who has also
earned a Social Security retirement
benefit, their survivor benefit is off-
set by their Social Security retirement
benefit and only the excess, if any, is
paid.

The GPO is actually a bit more
generous, in that your wife’s survi-
vor benefit is only offset by 2/3rds of
her non-covered teacher’s pension,
whereas the offset is 100% for other
surviving spouses who have earned SS
retirement benefits as well. This is a
provision that has been law since 1977,
affecting all those who have a pension
earned without contributing to So-
cial Security. Its premise was to better
equalize the way SS benefits are paid
to everyone.

How can that be altered? Well, the
only way is by Congress changing So-
cial Security law. There have been nu-
merous attempts to change the GPO
law over the years, none of which have
been successful. Indeed, there is a pro-
posed law, H.R. 82 The Social Security
Fairness Act, which was introduced in
Congress last year. That proposal, to
eliminate the GPO and a sister provi-
sion called the Windfall Elimination
Provision, has essentially made little
Congressional progress, short of a few
committee hearings and the outlook
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Guest Column

How to best store your produce for winter enjoyment

best cure onions spawned a number of fol-
low up questions.

Gardeners are looking for advice on storing po-
tatoes, apples, winter squash and more. Read on
for some timely tips that will keep your produce in
tip top shape for offseason eating and enjoyment.

Why don't we start with potatoes, since they are
perhaps the most tricky vegetable to store. Curing
them properly will help to prevent rot, premature
sprouting, and toxic greening of the skin and flesh.

By waiting a week or more after the plant has
died before digging up the tubers, the skins will
thicken and be less prone to injury during harvest.
Once they are dug, a week spent in a cool and to-
tally dark space will further firm their skin and
change sugars to starch, completing the ripening
process.

Never wash potatoes prior to storage! Gently
brush off dirt and store in a single layer in the dark-
ness at 55-60 degrees.

Darkness will prevent greening, which renders
potatoes inedible. Use any pitch-forked or shov-
el-marked spuds first, as damage to the skin will
invite rot.

Harvest winter squash after vines have died
back or prior to an impending frost. A pretty New
England autumn scene is fields of pumpkins or col-
orful squash curing under sunny skies.

If you follow the farmers lead, just be sure
to lift squash off the ground, and cover if rain or
frost threatens. Two weeks in the field or a sunny,
well-ventilated space is sufficient for curing, at
which point the skin should be hard enough to re-
sist the dent of a fingernail.

Gently washing squash in a 10% bleach solution
will help to prevent rot prior to storing at tem-
peratures between 50 and 60 degrees. The flavor of
many of our favorite squashes only improves with
age.

My garlic was harvested well over a month ago,

T he question I answered last week on how to

after the plant gave me a signal with one-third of
its foliage withered and browned. It was dried
stems and all in a shady, protected spot up off of
the ground.

Soon I'll gently rub off dirt and cut back the
stems to a couple of inches before storing for the
winter in a cool and dry location, in mesh bags or
on slatted trays etc. Soft neck types of garlic have
pliable foliage that lends itself well to braiding.

In any case, allowing for good air circulation
will ensure a long storage life.

I don’t grow enough apples of my own to store
just yet, because my orchard is still very young. To
get the low-down on best storage practices I con-
sulted a couple of great books on the subject and
this is what I came up with: According to “The Ap-
ple Cookbook™ by Olwen Woodier (Storey Publish-
ing) the key to preserving the flavor and texture of
apples is to put them in a cool place immediately
after picking or purchasing.

But first, sort them, setting aside any with blem-
ishes for immediate use- the old saying “one bad
apple spoils the whole barrel” is true! Next, put
them in perforated bags (you were right on, Mom!)
and store them in the hydrator drawer of the re-
frigerator at temperatures between thirty-two and
forty degrees.

No room in the fridge? Try storing them in the
cellar at temperatures close to thirty-two degrees
and eighty to eighty-five percent humidity.

Janet Chadwick, in her book “The Beginner’s
Guide to Preserving Food at Home” (Storey Pub-
lishing) recommends storing apples in sawdust in-
side a cardboard box lined with a plastic.

Although they will ripen more quickly at even
slightly higher temperatures, don't let the lack of a
super-cold spot dissuade you from storing your ap-
ples. Sure, they won't keep till spring, but you may
get a month or two out of them.

Any that turn a little soft will still make great
baked apples. Late season apples would lend them-
selves to winter storage better than those that are
ripe now.

Enjoy the fruits (and vegetables!) of your labor
by proper curing and storage!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of Mas-
sachusetts. For 32 years she has held the position of
staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.

Election letters to the editor welcome

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes
readers to participate in this years election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will
be printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.
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Opinion

Guest Column

SECURITY 1 from page 4

for passage at this point is about zero.

I'm afraid I can’t be optimistic that
the GPO will be repealed, as Congress
is more keenly focused on resolving
Social Security’s looming solvency is-
sue, set to come to a head in less than
a decade.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended
Sfor information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundations staff, trained and
accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a question,
visit  amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.  Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Security advisor
Sfor AMAC.

Help wanted, Volunteering is an essential component of Habitat for Humanity

olunteering is not just an opportu-
s / nity offered at Habitat for Humanity,
its the soul of the nonprofit orga-
nization. Greater Springfield Habitat for
Humanity (GSHFH) can't function without
volunteers. In fact, theres just three paid
construction positions and three adminis-
tration staffers at the affiliate. Volunteers
make up the remainder of the team.

On average, Greater Springfield Habitat
builds one to three homes a year and takes
on a half dozen home preservation proj-
ects for low-income seniors who want to
age in place, limited-income families and
veterans. The affiliate also attends several
community events, hosts fundraisers and
projects that support recycling and green
building, workshops on financial stability,
and many administrative tasks in the West
Springfield office.

“I was aware of Jimmy Carter’s role as
a volunteer and I had long thought that I
would like to try it. My wife, Anne, and I
have done many do-it-yourself projects to-
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11

gether as homeowners over the years so I
thought it would be something I could do,
said Tom Fisenman, a retiree who began vol-
unteering at GSHFH approximately 13 years
ago. “I did like it. I've done other things be-
sides construction, including Christmas gift
wrapping, event planning, and serving on
the Family Services committee. I found that
people who choose to volunteer or work for
Habitat tend to be very nice folks”

Construction volunteer Christopher Daly
agreed. He said he’s been aware of Greater
Springfield Habitat for years, but it wasn’t
until he visited a build site following a New
England Public Media fundraising campaign
held with GSHFH held in summer 2021 that
he realized an opportunity to volunteer.
Christopher is an on-air fund drive director
for the nonprofit broadcasting station head-
quartered in Springfield.

“I really enjoy working on the builds, see-
ing, and learning what it takes to complete
a home. Also, the people at the job site are
terrific,’ Christopher said. It’s a good, pro-

ductive way to fill free time”’

Volunteers come to Habitat for many rea-
sons. Some are students looking to fulfill a
community service graduation requirement.
Others work for corporations and want to
participate as a team. Some are individuals
like Tom and Christopher, or part of a church
group. This year, at least a dozen corpora-
tions, vocational high school groups, and
families have volunteered at Habitat.

Some, like Sue Zielenski, enjoy making a
difference in the financial lives of the Great-
er Springfield community. Sue manages the
day-to-day operations at the Bank of Ameri-
ca Holyoke Lincoln Financial Center and fre-
quently teaches 90-minute financial literacy
seminars that started this year.

Signing up to volunteer at Greater Spring-
field Habitat is simple. Visit habitatspring-
field.org/volunteer, and click the “volunteer
calendar” button. Select a preferred day and
opportunity. Click the “register” button and
follow the prompts to create a volunteer pro-
file account.

TIME TO SWITCH THINGS UP?

Scan to download

freedom.coop 0 @

Switch to a financial institution with your best interests
in mind. We exist to help you, not turn a profit for
ourselves—that’s the credit union difference.

our simple Switch Kit.

Jreedom

CREDIT UNION

Freedom is yours.

Freedom Credit Union is federally insured by NCUA. Shares and deposits in excess
of NCUA limits are fully insured by MSIC. Equal Housing Lender. NMLS #478769.
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The Agawam Police Department presented their new D.A.R.E vehicle,
which was able to be created thanks to donations made in honor of

Carol Taylor.

TAYLOR n from page 1

was a fundraiser, she was always the first
one there to help”

Taylor was the city auditor for Agawam
for over 40 years and dedicated much of her
life to helping the town. Edelman thinks
that these donations are a perfect way to
honor her.

“Carol always felt good about every-
thing in the town and I just felt that it
was time for me to do something to hon-
or her,” Edelman said. “She really thought

Mayor Christopher Johnson and Linda Edelman admired the D.A.R.E
vehicle created in honor of Edelman’s sister, Carol Taylor.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

City council members and Linda and Leo Edelman gathered around
to see the new cardiac equipment the fire department was able to
purchase thanks to the Edelmans’ donation in honor of Linda’s sister,

Carol Taylor.

alot of Agawam.

The police department and the town
put a lot of care into designing the D.A.R.E
vehicle in Taylor’s honor.

They worked with Sarat Ford to design
the Bronco car, with the help of Sales Man-
ager Brian Foley.

They wanted to ensure that the car
would stand out on the streets and would
act as a clear reminder of Taylor.

Police Chief Eric Gillis had sent over
some ideas for the design and Foley and
others at Sarat worked to refine the design.

“Our goal was to honor Carol Taylor and
the family that was the investment for this
project and really just make it a vehicle that
caught everyones attention and brought
more attention to D.A.R.E...and I think this
vehicle does that,” Foley said.

They worked over the course of about
three months in order to come up with the
design and create it.

Sarat even helped to fund some por-
tions of the project, according to Johnson.

“Sarat was very generous with what they
charged and they paid for the wrap, this is

Linda and Leo Edelman and Mayor Christopher Johnson got to go on a
ride in the new D.A.R.E. vehicle that honors Linda’s sister, Carol Taylor.

all a wrap that is on the vehicle, and there
were other upgrades that have happened
that they're funding as well,” Johnson said.

Johnson hopes that this D.A.R.E vehi-
cle will encourage more youth in Agawam
to come up to Agawam Police officers and
have conversations with them.

“If it sparks one young person to come
up and have a conversation with a police
officer...to make that connection that po-
lice are your friend, then it’s done its job,
Johnson said.

PATIOS - WALLS - WALKS « STAIRS

Over 30 Years Experience
Owner On Site ® Guaranteed Work

Specializing in Unique
Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWIlandscapes@gmail.com - 413-821-9498
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TURKEY BREAST .o
SLICED IN OUR DELI

MONTEREY JACK CHEESE,

5479

GHICKEN BREAST.....ouv

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

COUNTRY STYLE PORK RiBs $238 | or T BONE RIEAKS

USDA INSP
FRESH BONE-IN

$499 BEEF CHUCK ROAST
o&STEAKS

2 1o SALE DATES: 9/12/24-9/18/24 BUY DIRECT FOR == SMINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE

& WASTE &

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

_C“L'A'B RESE-FARMS:
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SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE

257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)
Southwick, MA « (413) 569-6417
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SPORTS

Ritson PK holds up for Brownies

AGAWAM - A foul in the box led to
a penalty kick for the Brownies late in
the first half. Lucas Ritson sent the shot
home and Agawam had a 1-0 lead.

It was all the Brownies would need
as they defeated Monument Mountain

in their season opener last Tuesday af-
ternoon at home. Two days later, Rit-
son, Adam Ross, and Dawood Atanane
scored goals for Agawam in a 3-3 tie
against Pittsfield. Agawam is 1-0-1 to
start the season.

=Y

Lucas Ritson connects successfully on a penalty kick.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Thomas Poulin attempts to trap
a pass.

Eric Nazarets looks to pass. Patrick Keating gets the header.

Agawam girls TR E
fall in opener !

AGAWAM - Last Wednesday |
night, Agawam girls soccer fell | —
2-0 against league rival South
Hadley. Agawam would rebound
last Saturday afternoon with a
victory on the road at Wahconah
Regional 1-0. The Brownies are
1-1 to start the season.

Mia Oliver takes the goal kick.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Isabella Spaulding looks for a score.
TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brownies outlasted by
Lions’ team in opener

Gabriela Cosentini goes for the throw-in.

Makayla Rosario looks to pick up the slanting pass

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - The Ludlow girls
varsity volleyball team didn’t win
a home match until the beginning
of October a year ago. It didn't take
them as long to celebrate a victory
in front of their faithful supporters
this season.

The Lady Lions kicked off the
2024 regular season by defeating
Western Division rival Agawam by
the final score 3-2 (25-21, 19-25, 18-
25, 25-12, 15-9) at Mullins Gymna-
sium, last Wednesday night.

“Last year was a rebuilding sea-
son for us,” said Ludlow senior cap-

VOLLEYBALL I page 8
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Worcester Railers trainer moves into AHL position

WORCESTER - The  Worcester
Railers Hockey Club (@RailersHC),
proud ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate of the New
York Islanders (@NYIslanders) announced
today that Alex Maring has been hired by
the Tampa Bay Lightning to be the next
Head Athletic Trainer of the American
Hockey League’s Syracuse Crunch.

Maring, 24, goes to Syracuse after serv-
ing as the head athletic trainer for the Rail-
ers for the 2022-23 & 2023-24 seasons. He
first joined the Railers after serving as an
athletic training intern with the Spring-
field Thunderbirds of the American Hockey

League during the 2021-22 season, join-
ing them on their way to an AHL Eastern
Conference championship and Calder Cup
Finals appearance. He shadowed with the
Utica Comets of the AHL during the 2015-
16 season, working under current St. Louis
Blues assistant trainer Dustin Flynn.
“We're excited to see Alex take the next
step in his career,” Chief Operating Officer
Michael G. Myers said. “This is something
that’s well deserved, and we look forward
to following his success in the coming
years. The Railers are extremely proud of
our track record and commitment to de-

veloping employees to get to the next level
both on and off the ice”

The New Hartford, NY native graduat-
ed with a Bachelor of Science in Athletic
Training from Springfield College in May
of 2021. Maring graduated from Spring-
field College’s Master of Education in
Sport and Exercise Psychology program in
May of 2023.

“Id like to thank the Railers organiza-
tion and the city of Worcester for the past
two years,” Maring said. “The Railers gave
me the opportunity to provide the best
possible care to every athlete that came

through the door. I was able to foster great
relationships with all of our amazing part-
ners and staff in Worcester. I look forward
to maintaining the connections I made in
Worcester for a lifetime.”

The Worcester Railers HC 2024-25
Opening Weekend at the DCU Center is
Sat., Oct. 19th and Sun., Oct. 20th vs. the
Reading Royals. The new 508 Club is now
on sale for the 2024-25 season! Get access
to games this season, exclusive events and
additional benefits by calling the Railers
front office at 508-365-1750 or by visit-
ing RailersHC.com.

MIAA looks to
honor officials

The Massachusetts Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association is looking to collectively
recognize the efforts of our Game Officials.
The fall National Officials Appreciation
Week will be held Oct. 6 to 12. Once again,
MIAA staff members will travel around
the state to personally thank officials and
support their efforts on the local level. We
hope that you will consider recognizing
them in some manner. The Winter Officials
Appreciation Week will be Jan. 13-18, 2025
and the Spring Officials Appreciation Week
will be April 6-12, 2025.

SPRINGFIELD - 'The
Thunderbirds are cranking up the
volume on their impending
ninth season of play in the
American  Hock-
ey League with
a loaded promo-
tional schedule that
features brand-new give-
aways, returning staple
events, and some nev-
er-before-seen elements
at the Thunderdome.

Springfield

It all starts on Saturday, Oct. 12 with
Opening Night presented by MGM

featuring live

last season.

Springfield. Before puck drop, fans can
flock to the Plaza at MGM Spring-
field for the Community Bank
N.A. season-opening Block
Party, with support
from the Springfield
BID, from 4 to 6 p.m.,
music,
food & drink to drop the
puck on another magnif-
icent season. The team
anticipates a ninth con-
secutive Opening Night sellout and a
15th consecutive sellout dating back to

T-Birds announce another season of promotions

Fans can expect to see five specialty
jerseys corresponding to the team’s tra-
ditional theme nights: Teddy Bear Toss,
Throwback Night, Ice-O-Topes Night, Mil-
itary Appreciation Night, and Pink in the
Rink. Should we do six specialty jerseys?
Stay tuned for more info. The fan-favor-
ite blue third jerseys will return this sea-
son on the following game nights: Friday,
Oct. 25; Friday, Nov. 22; Tuesday, Dec. 31;
Monday, Jan. 20; Friday, March 28; and
Friday, April 18.

The full promotional schedule can be
found at www.springfieldthunderbirds.
com.

VOLLEYBALL 1 from page 7

tain Peyton Brennan, whos a second-year
member of the varsity volleyball team. “Aga-
wam beat us twice last year and it feels good
to come out on top against them in tonight’s
match. We're really hoping to qualify for the
Western Mass. tournament this season.”

The season opening victory was the
first time that the Lady Lions defeated the
Brownies on the volleyball court since a 3-1
home win on October 15, 2021.

Brennan led the Lady Lions with six kills,
six aces, and seven digs in last Wednesday’s
contest.

The other three Ludlow senior captains
are Delores Calvao, Michele Winslow, and
Kylie Roach.

“The four captains are our leaders, said
Ludlow head coach Steve Jarvis. “I voted for
two of the captains and the players voted
for the other two. They keep everything in
order”

Calvao contributed with six digs, four
assists, and four aces. Roach finished with
three kill and three blocks, while Winslow
chipped in with a team-high 17 digs and

LUDLOW &

[ e - —

LUDLD

four aces.

Overall, the Lady Lions had a total of
14 kills, 42 digs, and 22 aces in the five set
match.

The Brownies senior co-captains are
Elizabeth St. Jean and Isabella Spaulding.

During the offseason, Spaulding and
Brennan played on the same club team.

“I played on the same club team with
Bella throughout the winter and spring in
the Pioneer Valley Juniors,” Brennan said. “It
was a lot of fun playing against her tonight.

Spaulding helped her team with nine
kills and St. Jean had six digs.

Both teams held the lead at the start of
the opening set.

The Lady Lions took a 9-8 lead following
akill and back-to-back aces by Brennan.

After Agawam tied the score, Ludlow
won the next three points.

The Brownies, who lost three starters
to graduation, managed to get within one
point a couple of times, but the Lady Lions
were able to hold onto the lead the rest of
the way in the opening set.

Ludlow held an 18-12 advantage in the
second set before Agawam came storming
back.

With junior setter Toni Vassallo handling
the serving duties, the Brownies reeled off
eleven unanswered points which gave them
a23-18 advantage.

—

“Toni is one of our most consistent serv-
ers and she’s also a setter; said second-year
Agawam head coach Jess Colson. “She set
the tone for us in the second set. She did a
fabulous job.”

The Lady Lions finally stopped the run
before the visitors evened the match with a
kill by junior Emily Scott.

The Brownies held the lead for almost
the entire third set.

The only time that the Lady Lions led in
that set was at 9-8 following an ace by Cal-
vao, which capped off a 5-0 spurt.

Agawam responded with a 6-0 run with
Scott doing the serving.

The Brownies was leading, 21-13, in the
third set before the Lady Lions made one fi-
nal comeback attempt.

The home team closed the gap to 21-18
before Agawam took a 2-1lead in the overall
match by winning the final four points.

Ludlow never trailed in the fourth set, as
they built a double digit lead forcing a fifth
and deciding set.

“We changed to a different offense in the
third set,” said Jarvis, who has been coach-
ing the Ludlow girls’ varsity volleyball team
since 2016. “We just didn’t let down during
the final two sets. We also served very well”

Emily Scott looks for a spike.

Hannah Jack squares up a bump.

Mia Atkins sends a pass to the front line.

With junior Ashlyn Mortimer handling
the serving duties, the Lady Lions won the
first two points of the final set.

Agawam tied the score a couple of times
in the fifth set before Ludlow put together
a 9-1 run giving them a commanding 13-6
lead. Calvao and Brennan did the serving
during that stretch.

“You always need to take a quick lead in
the fifth set because it’s only 15 points,” Jar-
vis said. “Once we took the lead in the fifth
set, we managed to keep it. Ithas been a cou-
ple of years since we've beaten Agawam, but
we just need to keep improving”

The Lady Lions sealed the deal following
a kill by Roach.

The two teams are slated to meet again
at Agawam High School at 6:30 pm on Sep-
tember 25.

Toni Vassallo goes straight up with a set.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
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Eversource modernization plan approved

BOSTON - Affirming the common-
wealth's leadership on a strategic approach
to the clean energy transition, the Massa-
chusetts Department of Public Utilities
recently approved Electric Sector Modern-
ization Plans proposed by Eversource and
other utilities to develop the clean energy
infrastructure needed to meet decarboniza-
tion goals while ensuring safe, reliable ser-
vice for customers. The DPU’s order builds
on Massachusetts’ proactive, equity-focused
work to advance a sustainable energy future,
reflecting a strong commitment to responsi-
bly investing in more resilient, flexible infra-
structure to combat the impacts of climate
change, enable electrification, increase re-
newable energy production and meet the
future energy needs of customers.

“We appreciate the department’s con-
structive consideration and the thought-
ful collaboration with stakeholders across
Massachusetts on our Electric Sector Mod-
ernization Plan, which is a transformative
roadmap that paves the way for a mod-
ernized electric distribution system that

strengthens the grid’s resiliency and reli-
ability for our customers while helping meet
the commonwealth’s decarbonization goals
with enhanced community and stakeholder
engagement, said Eversource Senior Vice
President of Engineering and System Plan-
ning Digaunto Chatterjee.

The department’s order and Eversource’s
ESMP demonstrate a strong commitment to
a clean energy future that spurs economic
development, creates jobs, and encourages
more investment in Massachusetts. Impor-
tantly, it also affords all customers effective
and equitable opportunities to access and
participate in the process to develop clean
energy infrastructure projects through mul-
tiple forums including the Grid Mod Adviso-
ry Council, Equity Working Group, and the
establishment of a Community Engagement
Stakeholder Advisory Group. The newly es-
tablished CESAG will bring together mem-
bers from community-based organizations
across the state to collaboratively create a
statewide stakeholder engagement frame-
work that will be implemented before the

development of clean energy projects.

“We are eager to move forward with our
ESMP to maintain safe and reliable service
as we transition to a clean energy future
that ensures meaningful opportunities for
all customers to participate in the develop-
ment of clean energy projects and share in
their benefits,” Chatterjee said “By investing
in innovative technologies and more resil-
ient infrastructure while engaging with our
communities, we are committed to support-
ing the commonwealth’s decarbonization
goals and ensuring all customers share in
our collective progress - reinforcing Massa-
chusetts’ leadership in responsibly advanc-
ing a sustainable energy future”

Among other highlights, Eversource’s
ESMP will significantly increase electrifica-
tion hosting capacity to accommodate 2.5
million electric vehicles, 1 million residen-
tial heat pumps, and an additional 2.2 GW
of new solar power, which are essential for
achieving the commonwealth’s ambitious
electrification and decarbonization targets.
It also focuses on enhancing grid resiliency

in environmental justice communities by
prioritizing these areas for proactive grid
upgrades to mitigate potential future cli-
mate impacts. Working collaboratively with
the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center
and other stakeholders, Eversource will in-
crease the use of local clean energy resourc-
es as virtual power plant alternatives to
address grid needs, defer system upgrades
when possible, and help lower costs for cus-
tomers.

“As the commonwealth continues to pur-
sue this transformative energy transition,
investments in clean energy infrastructure
must achieve both equity and decarboniza-
tion objectives while focusing on affordabili-
ty for customers,” said Eversource Vice Pres-
ident for Grid Modernization Jen Schilling.
“Collaboration and stakeholder input is at
the heart of our ESMP, and we look forward
to working with MassCEC on a study to
quantify the local reliability value of virtual
power plan alternatives.”

More information on Eversource’s ESMP
can be found on the company’s website.

Tech High to hold class reunion

SPRINGFIELD - The spirit and com-
radery of Springfield’s Tech High School is
alive and well as they gear up for another
exciting reunion on Saturday, September
28 at the Flks Lodge #61 at 440 Tiffany
Street from noon to 6 p.m. The reunion is
open to all Tech classes and friends.

An outside barbecue will be held rain
or shine under the lodge’s pavilion and
a special tent. The BBQ will include hot
dogs, hamburgers, sausage and peppers,
salads, dessert and more. Cash bar. Free
parking and handicap accessible.

A fun-filled afternoon will include a
live band and dancing, cornhole and boc-
ce games, raffles and time to reminisce
with friends over the years and make new
friends as well. Donations will be accepted

for raffle prizes.

According to committee chair Mike
Borecki, “Last year we had a terrific turn-
out of over 300 people and we anticipate
alarger group this year. We're thrilled that
the Tech Spirit is alive and well and look
forward to many years to come”.

Seating is limited and tickets are $25
each. All are on a first come, first served
basis. Open seating. For tickets call Mike
Borecki 72 at 413-351-6572, Dawn Dun-
can ’71 at 413-896-3930, Paul Montefusco
69 at 413-596-6607, or Matt Villamaino
67 at 413-896-2206. Were always look-
ing for volunteers. If interested, contact
Mike Borecki. Located on Elliot Street in
Springfield, MA Technical High School
was founded in 1906 and closed in 1986.

HCC art gallery

debuts

“Human Erratics” installation

HOLYOKE - The campus of Holy-
oke Community College and the woods
around it, like many places in western
Massachusetts, are marked by occasional,
enormous boulders called “erratics;” giant
rocks left in seemingly random locations
by glaciers as they receded at the end of
the last Ice Age.

“Human Erratics” is the title of a new
installation at HCC’s Taber Art Gallery that
takes its name from a short film by artist
Marie Lynn Haas. The film, composed
entirely of still images, explores what she
calls “wastescapes”

Art Gallery director, the films and the ex-
hibition itself are really a collaboration of
the many artists who comprise the Tori
Lawrence and Co. group, which is made
up of dancers, musicians, builders, and
other artists.

“They all work together on each oth-
er’s projects,” said Rushing, “such as these
short films and the installations.”

Each film in the show runs on a contin-
uous loop and is meant to be experienced

- deserted buildings
and dumpsites, in
her hometown of
Worthington.

“Like glacial er-

“These works explore personal
and collective turmoil and
reveal how chronic illness and

in a different way.
Also part of the installation is a book of
Haas’s photographs
titled “Wastes-

capes, along with
two empty journals
that invite visitors
to contribute their

ratics, left behind . own thoughts and
by the movementof  [11€ CYCIES OF life and death  y,yings

ice across long dis- are woven into the ‘;Ihese worksl
tances, wastescape . . »  explore persona
structures mark fabric of BCO/OQICH/ Change' and collective tur-
the path of human moil and reveal
movement,’ she how chronic illness

explains in a note that accompanies the
exhibition, which opened Sept. 3 with the
start of the fall semester and runs through
Friday, Oct. 18. “They are, in a sense, hu-
man erratics, deposits of human abandon-
ment and remnants of neglect.”

“Human Erratics,” the show, includes
four short film projects created by Haas
and her artistic collaborator Tori Law-
rence, residency director and founder of
Atland, an artists’ retreat in West Chester-
field, where Haas is also a curator.

The gallery, located inside the HCC Li-
brary on the second floor of the Donahue
Building, will host an opening reception
for “Human Erratics” on Thursday, Sept.
12, from 5-7 p.m. that includes an informal
meet-and-greet with the artists.

According to Rachel Rushing, Taber

and the cycles of life and death are woven
into the fabric of ecological change,” reads
anote that accompanies the exhibit.

The films run from five to 15 minutes.
None have narration or a typical storyline,
so they don’t have to be watched from be-
ginning to end to be appreciated in the
context of the show.

“It depends on what people want to
do,” she said. “You can sit and watch the
whole thing if you want. But as with any
kind of art viewing, it's not dependent on
that. It’s not like going to see a movie.”

The Taber Art Gallery, located off the
lobby of the HCC Library on the second
floor of the HCC Donahue Building, is free
and open to the public Monday through
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. during regular
school sessions.

Hibernians announce activities

HOLYOKE - Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties have announced the
following events:

Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day - The public
is invited to an evening of celebration and
fun featuring Dee Reilly at the Glendale
Ridge Vineyard, 155 Glendale Rd South-
ampton, Mass.; Admission is free of charge
and the event will be held Tuesday Sept. 17
from 5 to 7 p.m. There will be food and wine
for purchase at a cash bar. The event will be
held rain or shine. Everyone is encouraged
to bring a non-perishable food item to help
Kate’s Kitchen.

The Annual Par-3 Golf Tournament
sponsored by the Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians will be held on Saturday, Sept.
21. The public is invited to participate
in the tournament, which will be held at
Holyoke Country Club, 2 Country Club Rd.,
Holyoke. Golf registration begins at 9 a.m.

with tee-off scheduled for 10 a.m. Lunch
will be held at 12 noon. The cost for golf
and lunch is $60. The cost for lunch only
is $25. Please call Nora McMahon at (413)
218-2092 for more information. At the tour-
nament, a collection needed items will be
taken for residents of the Holyoke Veterans
Home. Please go to aoh-holyoke.com for a
list of needed items.

The Annual Food and Clothing Drive
for Providence Ministries will go on from
Sept. 1 through Dec. 1. The Hibernians
and the Polish National Credit Union are
sponsoring the drive. The drop offlocation
is at the Polish National Credit Union, 270
Westfield Rd., Holyoke. Please consider
bringing non-perishable food items and
gently used clothing; sleeping bags and
blankets needed. Or make a donation and
ask to sign up to enter a raffle for $100
and/or a raffle basket.

Holyoke Community adding
eSports team to athletics roster

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community Col-
lege is adding another athletics team to
its roster of intercollegiate sports.

Along with men’s and women’s soccer,
cross country, golf, volleyball, men’s and
women’s basketball, track and field, and
baseball, HCC will soon begin recruiting
students to play eSports.

In eSports - short for electronic sports
- participants play online video games
against individuals or other teams. Some
of the more common collegiate-level
eSports are Overwatch (a multiplayer,
first-person shooter game), League of
Legends (an arena-style battle game),
and Rocket League (a vehicular soccer
game).

“They are strategy games,” said HCC
Athletics Director Tom Stewart, “think-
ing person’s games. Every athletic event
is a thinking person’s game, but these are
more strictly thinking person’s games,
but they also require a measure of physi-
cal coordination and stamina.”

According to Stewart, HCC will be just
the fourth community college in Massa-
chusetts to create an eSports team, join-
ing Mass Bay, Northern Essex, and Bun-
ker Hill community colleges. The HCC
team will be co-ed.

“Were the only community college
west of Worcester that’s going to have eS-
ports,” he said.

Although HCC belongs to the National
Junior College Athletic Association, the
NJCAA, its eSports team will compete in
the Eastern College Athletic Conference,
which has an eSports division.

Last month, HCC posted an employ-
ment notice soliciting applicants for
a head coach to lead the eSports team.

Over the summer, a former classroom on
the second floor of HCC’s Bartley Center
for Athletics and Recreation was con-
verted into an eSports center and out-
fitted with 10 eSports stations that will
allow two teams of five to play simultane-
ously. Each station includes a high-per-
formance computer, monitor, keyboard,
headset, mouse, and gaming controller.
There’s a large screen monitor on the
wall, where the coach can plan strategy
and watch gameplay, and a small lounge
area in the middle of the room for down-
time. Only members of the eSports team
and their coaches will have access to the
room for practices and competitions.

With this new offering, Stewart said
the college is hoping to capitalize on
the increasing popularity of professional
Sports, a market expected to exceed $1
billion in revenue in the United States in
2024 and growing about 15 percent an-
nually, according to Statista, an online
industry database.

“It’s the biggest growth sport in the
county, Stewart said. “I think it’s going to
attract a different kind of kid. When local
high schools find out we have an eSports
team here, I think it’s going to help en-
rollment.”

Like all of HCC’s athletic teams, eS-
ports will have academic eligibility re-
quirements, as well as nutrition and fit-
ness components.

“It’s not a gaming club,” said Stewart.
“Team members are not going to be able
to kick it in here all day long instead of
going to class. They’ll have to maintain
their grades. It’s just another athletic of-
fering to complement their overall edu-
cational experience.”
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

2003 BOMBARDIER RALLY 200
ATV four wheeler, needs carburetor
and cleaned. Asking $425. Call 860-
841-9160.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178.

TAG SALE

COMMUNITY TAG SALE. Ludlow
Housing Authority, 114 Wilson Street,
Ludlow. Friday, 9/20/24, 8:30am-
1:30pm. Indoors: Rain or shine. Ev-
erything must go!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

BUY
LOCALLY

(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.

Indian Orchard, MA

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DOG DAYCARE & TRAINING.
SPACIOUS outdoor farm style dog
daycare, relaxed pickup and drop-off
times. Training, lessons also available.
413-209-7744-Hampden, MA.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

HAVE BRIDGEPORT will work.
Small one-man shop looking for work.
Make new, remake old, repair parts.
Call 1-413-207-1709.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. Tim
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

Classified Advertising

DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOON

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext.
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome.
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

Auppont ouh col | Call Pete 413-433-0356.
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Amount of charge: Date:
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DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
Residential removal of trees,
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP
GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33, 2 SLIDE OUTS, REAR
KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4, LOTS OF
STORAGE.  $17000. BRIMFIELD
(413)374-1880

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME
PODIATRY OFFICE, Portuguese
speaking helpful. Ludlow, Mass. email
resume to podbill@aol.com.

Ludlow Public School District
CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES,
on-call Monday thru Friday, 3pm-7pm.
Submit resume and letter of intent to
www.schoolspring.com.

OAKHAM’S HIGHWAY DEPART-
MENT is hiring part-time seasonal
plow drivers. Class B CDL preferred.
$21/hr, over time after 8 hrs in a day.
Contact Highway Superintendent, Har-
old Black at 508-882-5556.

The Town of Oakham is seeking a
qualified, experienced candidate to fill
the part-time position of TOWN
CLERK. The Town Clerk is the chief
election officer for the town and the
clerk of Town Meetings. For a full job
description visit www.oakham-ma.
gov/clerks-office. Salary negotia-
ble based on experience.
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TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

GYM SUPERVISOR - P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR
PUBLIC WORKS
SKILLED WORKER
RECYCLING ATTENDANT - P/T

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several vacancies. For application and
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting
letters of interest from qualified candi-
dates to fill two full-time Equipment
Operator/General Laborer posi-
tions in the Town Highway Department.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic
Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 certi-
fication is preferred.

Further information can be found on
the Town’s website: www.worthing-
ton-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday — Friday, 7 AM
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthingtonhigh-
way @gmail.com or to Worthington
Highway Department, P. O. Box 643,
Worthington, MA. This posting will
remain pertinent until the position is
filled.

The Town of Worthington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

QUIET 1 BEDROOM IN LUD-
LOW, first floor, efficiency kitchen.
$925. Near Mass Pike. Parking, on-site
laundry, no smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

Post your
l job openings
- in our
Y classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

Subscribe online:

[ FORIRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No. HD24D0807DR

Craig S McCarthy vs.

Leah R McCarthy
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed
a Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court
grant a divorce for Irretriev-
able Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file
at the Court.

An Automatic Restrain-
ing Order has been entered
in this matter preventing
you from taking any action
which would negatively
impact the current financial

Church to hold Polish dinner

WESTFIELD - Back by popular de-
mand, St. Josephs National Catholic
Church at 73 Main Street in Westfield is
hosting a Community Polish Fare Din-
ner on Sunday, Sept. 22 at 12 noon. This
community dinner will feature delicious
cheese pierogi, lazy cabbage pierogi,
galumpki, kielbasa, pickled beets, rye
bread, and dessert. coffee, juice, and wa-
ter will also be available.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $10

for children under 12. For tickets, con-
tact Cliff at (413) 977-2007. Deadline for
purchasing tickets is September 19th.
A limited number of Meals-To-Go will
be available at 12:30 p.m. (when buying
your tickets, please indicate if you are
eating with us at the Social Center or
planning take-out). Parking is available
at our Clinton Avenue parkinglot. All are
welcome. Please join us for a traditional
Sunday Polish dinner.

SHELTER 1 from page 1

tuna in water, litter, cat toys, dry dog
food, hot dogs, bully sticks, white vin-
egar, trash bags, bleach, copy paper,
stamps, pens, markers, staples and pa-
per clips.

These supplies will help Dakin to take
care of the animals and to keep their ar-
eas clean and organized.

Fleagle will also, with the help of
some volunteers, be creating no-sew
blankets for Dakin.

These blankets will help to give an-
imals a comfortable place to sleep and
no-sew blankets have the added advan-
tage of not containing thread, which an-
imals could get caught in or pull at and
destroy the blankets.

Any donations to help fund the fleece
needed for these blankets would be
greatly appreciated. Any cash donations
received throughout the supply drive
will go toward purchasing fleece for the
blankets.

“The fleece is expensive because we
need a lot of it, so any amount of fund-
raising will help with that process,” Flea-
gle said.

Fleagle was inspired to do this proj-
ect as he cares deeply for animals and
wanted to ensure that his Eagle Scout
project was something he could truly
care for.

“I've always wanted to be able to help
animals for an Eagle Project” Fleagle
said. “T wanted to do something I really

knew I was going to be passionate about,
I didn’t want to look back at my project
and feel like it was something I just did
to get it over with.”

Fleagle spoke with some of his troop
leaders to generate ideas on how he
could go about helping animals. They
suggested he reach out to local animal
shelters to see if he could support them.

Dakin responded quickly to Fleagle's
offer and requested the supply fundrais-
er and the no-sew blankets.

These supply drives can be especially
beneficial as animal shelters continue to
recover from COVID.

“Following COVID a lot of shelters
were struggling to find supplies because
of the influx of animals and because
COVID took its toll on every business,
so I wanted to do what I could to help,
Fleagle said.

Fleagle also hopes to help set up a
permanent partnership between Smith-
land and Dakin so that people can con-
tinue to donate funding and supplies to
the shelter. He hopes that there can be
monthly drives so Dakin can continue to
be supplied.

Information on this project will be
posted on Agawam forums on Facebook
for those who would like to keep up with
this work.

Checks for donations can be made
out to Troop 82 and mailed to 21 Ray-
mond Circle, Agawam MA 01001.

Donations can also be sent to @
CFleagle via Venmo.

status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate
Court Rule 411.

You are hereby sum-
moned and required to serve
upon:

Craig S McCarthy
74 Elm St. Apt. 534
Agawam, MA 01001

your answer, if any, on
or before 11/05/2024. If you
fail to do so, the court will
proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action.
You are also required to file
a copy of your answer, if any,
in the office of the Register
of this Court

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M. Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: August 13, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
09/12/2024

EARLY NOTICE AND
PUBLIC REVIEW OF A
PROPOSED ACTIVITY

IN A FLOODPLAIN

TOWN OF AGAWAM

HAMPDEN COUNTY,

MASSACHUSETTS
MOORE AND
VALLEY STREETS
INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENTS
PROJECT (PHASE 1)
September 5, 2024
To: All interested
Agencies, Groups and
Individuals
This is to give notice
that the Town of Agawam
has conducted an evaluation
as required by Executive
Order 11988 and 11990, in
accordance with HUD reg-
ulations at 24 CFR 55.20
Subpart C Procedures for
Making Determinations on
Floodplain Management, to
determine the potential affect

that its activity in the flood-
plain and wetland will have
on the human environment for
the Moore and Valley Streets
Infrastructure Improvements
Project (Phase 1) (hereinaf-
ter, the “proposed activity”).
There are three primary pur-
poses for this notice. First,
people who may be affected
by activities in wetlands and
those who have an interest in
the protection of the natural
environment should be given
an opportunity to express
their concerns and provide
information about these areas.
Second, an adequate public
notice program can be an
important public education-
al tool. The dissemination of
information about wetlands
can facilitate and enhance
Federal efforts to reduce
the risks associated with the
occupancy and modification
of these special areas. Third,

as a matter of fairness, when
the Federal government deter-
mines it will participate in
actions taking place in wet-
lands, it must inform those
who may be put at greater or
continued risk. Funding for
the proposed activity will be
provided through the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the
Executive Office of Housing
and Living Communities,
Massachusetts Community
Development Block Grant
Program.

The proposed activity is
intended to update existing
water, sewer and drainage
infrastructure on Moore Street
and Valley Streets. The loca-
tion of the proposed activities
falls partially within a flood-
plain. Fully compliant water,
sewer and drainage infra-
structure will improve surface
conditions, as well as provide

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

residents with updated, effi-
cient water and sewer sys-
tems. The proposed project is
located on Moore Street, from
High Street running North,
and on the Eastern portion of
Valley Street in the Town of
Agawam, Hampden County,
Massachusetts.

Any individual, group,
or agency may submit writ-
ten comments on the pro-
posed activity or request
further information by con-
tacting Pam Kerr, Agawam
Environmental Certifying
Officer, Town of Agawam,
Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main
Street, Agawam, MA 01001,
during the hours of 9:00 AM
to 5:00 PM, Phone: 413-786-
0400, Email: pkerr@agawam.
ma.us. All comments received
by September 27, 2024 will
be considered.

09/12/2024
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Even rubber ducks are able to get library cards during National Library

Card Month. Agawam Public Library is giving out library cards to any person who brings in a stuffed animal or toy. TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Children’s Librarian Pamela Weingart and Adult Services Librarian Cher Collins had fun demonstrating how
stuffed animals can get library cards.

Using their library cards, stuffed animals (and people) are able to
check out books to read.

Donna Kennedy is retiring!

Stop by our 770 Main Street,

Agawam office on September 25 and 26
to offer her best wishes.

Atfter 9 years at bankESB and over 41years in
banking - all in Agawam - Donna Kennedy, assistant
branch manager of our Agawam office is retiring!

Donna has been a valued team member and
leader of bankESB as well as in the community. Her
commitment to our customers and the community
will have a lasting impact.

Family, friends, employees, and the community are invited to stop by our
770 Main Street, Agawam office on September 25 and 26 for snacks and
refreshments in honor of Donna, and to wish her well.

Thank you for your years of service, Donna! r

\\"’

baI:IkESB®

bankESB.com | 855.527.4111 Unlock your potential
Member FDIC | Member DIF (=)

Children’s Librarian Pamela Weingart and Youth Associate Evan
Delano demonstrated how people can get prizes on joke days and
library cards for their stuffed animals.

Youth Associate Evan Delano presented a library card to a stuffed
sloth.

TOY 1 from page 1

information at that library, but also all libraries that are
a part of the CWMARS partnership, which includes West
Springfield, Southwick, Wilbraham, Westfield and many
more.

“It opens up over 150 different libraries to you,” Weing-
art said.

The library has many more events planned throughout
the month of September.

There are joke days every Wednesday and Friday where
anyone can come to the children’s desk, tell a joke and get
a prize.

Those prizes can also be awarded a library card, so if
a person does not have a stuffed animal or toy in mind to
receive a card, they are welcome to come pick out a rubber
duck or other prize at the library that can receive one.

Additionally, Youth Associate Izzy Malvezzi is putting
on a Stuffy Show, which will be like a dog show but with
stuffed animals.

This event goes perfectly with the stuffed animal library
cards.

“The stuffy show is going to be awesome, Weingart
said. “After you have a good time at the stuffy show you
can get your stuffed animal a library card, since theyre
here anyway. Or people can come in and get their stuffies
alibrary card and then get their own library card and then
read up about different games and competitions and be ex-
tra ready for the Stuffy Show”

To learn more about the event at APL, go to their web-
site at https://www.agawamlibrary.org/.



