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’( %@j@braw hosts paper airplane races

Youth Associate Isabell Malvezzi
showed the kids how to throw
their paper airplanes.

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The library held
paper airplane races for kids
in kindergarten through sixth
grade.

The event was held in two sec-
tions, with kindergarten through
second grade going first and then
third through sixth grade.

During this event kids were
able to build paper airplanes
based on instructions provided
by Youth Associate Isabell Mal-
vezzi.

“First they’ll all make the same
paper airplane so they can figure
how it works, give it a throw, see
how it sails and, especially for the
younger group, most of them may
not have made a paper airplane
before so I want them to get a feel
for it,” Malvezzi said.
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would fly.

The kids lined up to try out their paper airplanes with weights added to both sides in order to see how they
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Scout seeks to restore brldge

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Scout Peyton
Fleagle is working on restoring
a bridge in Robinson State Park
for his Eagle Project.

Fleagle has often been on the
bridge with his troop and he was
inspired to try to fix it up, as it
has been weathered over the
years.

“It’s really been weathered,
Fleagle said. “Some of the planks
are rotten, one of the sides has
started falling off...I just want to
fix it up and make it look good
again”

The bridge itself was put in in
2005 by a former scout. Fleagle is
glad to be able to fix up a project
that had initially been put in by a
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A bridge at Robinson State Park is in need of repair and restoration.

||04879 13176||

AC Tune-Ups &
New Installations

f

STATE LINE

Peyton Fleagle is looking for help for his
upcoming Eagle Scout project.
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Rave reviews for
school superintendent

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Superintendent
Sheila Hoffman received her su-
perintendent evaluation from the
school committee at their meet-
ing on June 25.

Hoffman scored well on all of
the sections of her evaluation and
received much praise from the
committee for her efforts toward
Agawam Public Schools in this
last year.

“Mrs. Hoffman is truly dedi-
cated to transforming Agawam
into an educational powerhouse;’
School Committee Member Dawn
DeMatteo said. “Her leadership
style emphasizes both academic
achievement and the emotional
well-being of students, which is
commendable”

The evaluation summative re-
port contains 4 steps: assessing
progress towards goals, assessing
performance of standards, the
overall performance rating and
the individual school committee

member’s comments. This report
is set by the state and is used to
determine if a superintendent
is meeting the benchmark for a
“good” superintendent.

Scores for each section of the
report are determined by averag-
ing together each school commit-
tee member’s individual ratings.

The goal categories were fo-
cused on professional practice
goals, student learning goals and
district improvement goals. The
ratings for this section are: did not
meet, some progress, significant
progress, met and exceeded.

Superintendents  strive  to
reach “met” for their ratings in
this category.

Hoffman was rated as meeting
her goals for all of the categories.

“I believe Mrs. Hoffman has
exceeded all three of her perfor-
mance goals based on the large
amount of evidence,” School Com-
mittee Member Shelley Reed.

Additionally, Hoffman was rat-
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The Horace Smith Fund awards students

AGAWAM - On Thursday, June 20,
The Horace Smith Fund held its 125th
Annual Corporators’ Meeting and Schol-
arship Awards Ceremony in the Carriage
House at Storrowton Tavern for recipi-
ents, their parents, review committee
members, and Corporators. This event
was funded, in part, by a Community
Care grant from PeoplesBank.

Wayne Webster, Chair of the Board of
Trustees, announced that this year there
were 20 Walter S. Barr Scholarships
awards, with 15 going to graduating
high school seniors and five to students
already attending college. The William
R. Rooney Award was granted to one
high school candidate who has received
special education services. Additionally,
three Walter S. Barr Fellowships were
given to students pursuing graduate ed-
ucation.

The Keynote Speaker, Alina Antro-
pova, was a 2020 graduate of South-
wick-Tolland Regional High School and
Walter S. Barr Scholarship recipient and
a 2024 graduate of UMass Amherst and
Walter S. Barr Fellowship recipient.

The 2024 scholarship recipients in
attendance from the Agawam/Feeding
Hills area and who graduated from Aga-
wam High School are Gabriel R. Rua and
Nicholas A. Ugolini.

Providing that students maintain at
least a B average in college, each schol-
arship provides a total of $12,000 over
four years and each fellowship provides
$15,000 over two years. Therefore, The
Horace Smith Fund is happy to be able
to grant a total award of $297,000 to area
students this year.

Students were selected on a variety

of criteria, including their test scores,
class rank, extra-curricular activities,
and a personal written account of why

The 2024 scholarship recipients from the Agawam/Feeding Hills area and who graduated from Agawam High School are Gabriel R. Rua and Nicholas A. Ugolini.

the student feels deserving of financial
assistance.
Applications for next year’s awards
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will be available September 15 on-line at
www.HoraceSmithFund.org or by calling
(413) 739-4222.

Community cookout fundraiser

AGAWAM - The historic Thomas
Smith House, 251 North West St., will be
the site of a Community cookout fund-
raiser hosted by the Agawam Historical
Association on Saturday, July 27, from
noon to 4 p.m. Hamburgers and hotdogs,
served by the Agawam Lions Club, will be
offered from noon to 2 p.m., with all pro-
ceeds benefiting the Agawam Historical
Association’s preservation efforts at the
c. 1757 National Register-listed building.

Visitors are encouraged to bring a
picnic blanket and/or chairs to be able
to enjoy their meals in the shade of the
property’s black walnut and maple trees.
A raffle will also be held for an original
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artwork depicting historic Agawam by
a member of the Agawam Community
Artists & Artisans. Details regarding the
artwork can be found on the historical
association’s Facebook page.

Members of the 25th Continental Reg-
iment will return to the Thomas Smith
House to present facets of civilian and
military life during the American Revolu-
tionary War era, including a blacksmith-
ing demonstration by Master Blacksmith
John Richard on his portable forge, cook-
ing and baking, and marching and mus-
ket drill by the soldiers of the regiment.
The house and its recently preserved
1920s garage will also be open for tours.
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Agawam'’s new treasurer/collecter

AGAWAM - Christopher C. Johnson,
mayor of Agawam, has announced the
appointment of Mackenzie Gamache as
the new treasurer/collector for the Town
of Agawam. Gamache has worked for the
Town of Agawam for the past 12 years in
various capacities. She started her career
in Agawam in the treasurer/collector’s of-
fice and has now come full circle. Gamache
currently works as payroll specialist for the
Agawam Public Schools in the Superinten-
dent’s of school’s office. Gamache also pre-
viously worked in the Auditor’s office.

Johnson said “I am excited to bring
Mackenzie on board as our new treasurer/
collector. She brings extensive knowledge
and experience regarding Agawam and its
financial operations. I am impressed by her
drive and initiatives that she plans to bring
to the treasurer/ collector’s office. I look
forward to working with Mackenzie.”

Gamache has a Bachelor of Science in
Business Management with a concentra-
tion in finance from WSU and brings much
experience to the table. Gamache will start
in her new capacity on July 8.

Tash’s artwork on

AGAWAM - The Agawam Public Li-
brary is thrilled to display “Shades of Black
& White,” a photographic art display by
MJ Tash that evokes emotions and won-
der throughout the month of July on the
main floor gallery walls. Originally from
Danbury, CT, Tash is a local photographer
as well as a retired health teacher for West
Springfield Schools. She has helped at the
Springfield and Westfield YMCAs, and
serves as a member of Mass Audubon, The
Trustees, the American Guild of Organists,
and Allen Bird Club. A lifelong learner, Tash
loves the outdoors and views the view-
finder on her camera as her window to the
world.

Alongside Tash’s photography, visitors
can see the prizes offered for the 2024 Sum-
mer Reading program for youth of all ages.

exhibit this month

These will be visible in the Johnson Case
and the cases leading into the Children’s
Room. Children interested in participating
in the summer reading program can sign up
online at agawamlibrary.beanstack.com,
and log days of reading from June 24th to
August 9th. Keep an eye on the Children’s
page at agawamlibrary.org/children for the
full event listing and guidelines.

All displays are available for viewing
during regular library hours. The library is
open Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9
p-m., and Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The library
is closed on Saturdays from June 1 through
Labor Day, and will resume Saturday hours
on Sept. 7. If you are interested in exhibit-
ing your art, please contact Library Asso-
ciate Erica by email elefebvre@agawamli-
brary.org or by calling 413-789-1550 x4.

Vacation Bible
school at ACC

AGAWAM - Vacation Bible school at
Agawam Congregational Church is sched-
uled for July 15 through July 19, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. at no cost. Have fun learning how
to grow in faith. A community dinner for
the attendees will be served at 5:15 p.m.
each night. For more information and reg-
istration call our office at (413) 786-7111 or
by email atoffice@agawamcong.com.

Party at Agawam
Congregational
Church July 19

AGAWAM - Let’s party vbs at Aga-
wam Congregational Church from July
15 through July 19 from 5 to 7 p.m. with
a community dinner at 5:15 p.m. each
night.

For more information call 413-786-
7111 or email office@agawamcong.com.
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Cooper’s Gifts hosting drive to benefit Westover families

AGAWAM - Cooper’s Gifts will col-
lect non-perishable food items, books,
games, school supplies and toiletries for
the Westover Galaxy Community Council
(WGCC). The Westover GCC is a 501(c)3
charitable organization; comprised of
veterans, local business owners and com-
munity members. Their goal is to support
the military men, women, families and the
mission of Westover ARB. They support
team-building and morale-boosting activi-
ties for our Airmen, Soldiers and Marines.
The WGCC works with and contributes to
on base activities such as the Family Read-
iness Center, the Westover Young Marines,

the Civil Air Patrol & Youth Out-Reach Day
and Back-To-School Drive. Donations go to
our military reservists in need. All dona-
tions stay local.

Cooper’s has supported the Westover
families for many years, through the stores
charity Round Up Program. “We worked
with our closest USA-made vendors to cu-
rate wonderful raffle items that would en-
tice people to donate more items to benefit
the good folks over at the Westover GCC,’
said Kate Gourde, Owner of Cooper’s Gifts
Apparel Home. In exchange, Cooper’s will
swap entry tickets for the raffle prizes. En-
tries are also available for purchase at $1

each, or 6 for $5. All monies collected will
go to the Westover Galaxy Community
Council. Raffle prize winners will be noti-
fied in early August.

Each month Gourde chooses a local
charity to receive the profits of the store’s
Round Up program, through which cus-
tomers are invited to round up their pur-
chase total to the next dollar amount.
Gourde will then match 50% of the total
collected. The program has donated over
$50,000 to local organizations since its
inception in 2014. “Our customers have
been so supportive of Cooper’s Round Up
Program. We are so grateful and wanted to

pay it forward; to help the men and wom-
en who serve selflessly, and their families.
With your help ... the WGCC strengthens
our local military service members by
keeping them connected to family, home
and country throughout their service to
our nation.” Gourde said.

Cooper's is located at 161 Main St., Aga-
wam, and is open 7 days a week. Weekdays
10 am. to 5 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. and Sundays 12 to 4 p.m. More infor-
mation on the Round Up program and how
to nominate a charity, may be found on
Cooper’s website www.coopersgifts.com/
round-up/.

Tips offered for safe electrical vehicle charging at home

As electric vehicles enter our roadways,
the National Fire Protection Association”has
introduced a series of free resources, guide-
lines, and information to help raise aware-
ness about EV fires and safe EV charging
practices at home.

According to the International Energy
Agency, global sales of electric vehicles ex-
ceeded 10 million in 2022 and are expected
to grow in the coming years. At the same
time, consumer concerns about the fire
safety risk of EVs are increasing. Lithium-ion
batteries, the most widely used and reliable
source of energy for electric vehicles, are cen-
tral to questions about safety.

“It is widely known that electric vehicles
provide environmental and cost-effective
benefits,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president
of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA in a press
release. “However, as fires involving EVs are
reported in the news, concerns about the
risks they pose persist. Through advocacy ef-

forts that highlight our new online resources
and information, NFPA is working to better
educate the public about the risks associat-
ed with EVs and other devices that use lith-
ium-ion batteries, along with ways to use
them safely”

The new online resources from NFPA fea-
ture more detailed information about lithi-
um-ion batteries, EV maintenance, and what
tips consumers can follow to stay safe when
charging their electric vehicle at home.

Resources for safety educators and con-
sumers, including a safety tip sheet and so-
cial media cards, are all free and download-
able. A free training course is also available
to the public that helps address some of the
common concerns and myths about owning
an electrical vehicle, including safety fea-
tures, charge types, and battery life.

NFPA recommends these tips when
charging electric vehicles at home to help

prevent fires:

« Before charging an electric vehicle at
home, have a qualified electrician check
your electrical system to see if it can handle
charging.

« Install charging equipment in safe loca-
tions. Keep away from busy areas and things
that could catch fire.

« Use devices that are listed by a qualified
testing laboratory.

» Read and follow all manufacturer direc-
tions.

« Check chargers and cords for damage
before using. Never use if damaged.

+ Do not use more than one plug or exten-
sion cords with the charger.

« Keep charging items out of reach of chil-
dren and animals when not in use.

« Cover charging station outlet to keep
water out.

Learn more about electric vehicle fire
safety, find training information, and down-
load the free safety tip sheet at nfpa.org/

evsafetyinfo.

Information on the safe use of smaller
devices that use lithium-ion batteries such
as computers, smart phones, e-bikes and
e-scooters, can be found at nfpa.org/lithium-
ionsafety and nfpa.org/ebikes.

About the NFPA

Founded in 1896, NFPA® is a global,
self-funded, nonprofit organization devoted
to eliminating death, injury, property and
economic loss due to fire, electrical and re-
lated hazards. The association delivers in-
formation and knowledge through more
than 300 consensus codes and standards,
research, training, education, outreach and
advocacy; and by partnering with others
who share an interest in furthering the NFPA
mission.

For more information, visit www.nfpa.
org. All NFPA codes and standards can be
viewed online for free at www.nfpa.org/free-
access.

Michael J. Dias Foundation
receives $10,000 grant

SPRINGFIELD - The Michael J. Dias
Foundation is pleased to announce re-
ceiving a generous $10,000 grant from
the MGM Resorts Foundation. This sig-
nificant contribution underscores MGM
Resorts’ commitment to supporting
community initiatives and enhancing the
lives of individuals in recovery.

Since its inception in 2012, the Mi-
chael J. Dias Foundation has been dedi-
cated to providing safe, structured, and
supportive sober living environments
for individuals overcoming substance
use disorders. This grant from the MGM
Resorts Foundation will be instrumental
in furthering our mission, particularly as
we expand our services and open a new
home dedicated to women in recovery.

“We are profoundly grateful for sup-
port from the MGM Foundation,” said
Karen M. Blanchard, executive director
of the Michael J. Dias Foundation. “This
funding will allow us to continue to pro-
vide high-quality care and support to
those in need, fostering an environment
where individuals can rebuild their lives
free from the grips of addiction. This gen-

erous grant is not just an investment in
our organization but in the broader com-
munity as we work together to combat
the challenges of substance use disor-
ders”

MGM has a long-standing tradition
of contributing to community-based or-
ganizations that promote health, well-
ness, and social equity. This grant to MJD
aligns with MGM Resorts’ commitment
to corporate social responsibility and its
dedication to creating positive impacts in
the communities it serves.

The Michael J. Dias Foundation con-
tinues to play a crucial role in addressing
the opioid crisis and supporting individ-
uals and families affected by addiction.
With this new funding, the Foundation
is poised to extend its reach and impact
even further, providing much-needed re-
sources and support to those on the path
to recovery.

For more information about the Mi-
chael]. Dias Foundation and its programs,
please visit www.mdiasfoundation.org or
call Executive Director Blanchard at 413-
304-0715.

State sales tax holiday approved

BOSTON— The Massachusetts Legisla-
ture approved Aug. 10 and Aug. 11 as a sales
tax holiday weekend for Massachusetts.
On those days, the Massachusetts sales tax
of 6.25% will be suspended for most items
that retail for less than $2,500.

The holiday welcomes Massachusetts
residents to visit retailers and small busi-
nesses around the state. A spike in con-
sumer activity routinely boosts indirect tax
revenues. According to the Department of
Revenue, during the 2023 sales tax holiday,

indirect tax revenues due to increased eco-
nomic activity were approximately $3.54
million.

“Tam glad to see the sales tax holiday be
approved in the legislature today, giving our
residents a great chance to get outside and
embrace their local businesses and com-
munity at alittle bit of a discount,” said Sen.
Adam Gomez (D-Springfield). “This annual
holiday gives a boost to our small business
owners and consumers, and I am proud to
support this measure annually”
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Stanley Park to celebrate
75th Anniversary August 17

WESTFIELD - Stanley Park is cele-
brating its 75th Anniversary this August
with a big day long celebration and are in
need of unique vehicles take part in our
“Touch a Truck” program taking place
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. If you have a cool
vehicle that the kids will love that you
don’t mind them touching wed love to
have you. There is a suggested donation
of $10 per vehicle.

There will also be a classic car show
taking place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. that

day which more cars, trucks and motor-
cycles are needed for. There is a $10 do-
nation per vehicle entered and we ask
that you register in advance.

Please call the Development Office at
413-568-9312 x108 or x 112 or email de-
velopment@stanleypark.org to register.

For further information on the 75th
Anniversary Celebration or to be a spon-
sor of the event please go to www.stan-
leypark.org, our Facebook page or call
the park office at 413-568-9312.

Summer Eats feeds kids and teens

BOSTON — Summer Eats, the Massa-
chusetts Summer Food Service Program, is
kicking off across the state, providing free
meals to all kids and teens, ages 18 and
under. In July 2023, over 2.1 million meals
were served across over 1,400 sites state-
wide through the Summer Eats program.

Throughout the school year, children in
Massachusetts rely on free school meals to
meet most of their daily nutrition needs.
Summer Eats closes the gap when the
school year ends, helping to ensure chil-
dren and teens continue to grow, learn and
thrive over school vacation.

Participating meal providers operate
and staff meal sites, often in conjunction
with activities and educational program-
ming at schools, libraries, local park and
recreation areas, and more. This year, sum-
mer meal sites are operating a communal
model of feeding kids onsite. Grab & Go
meals are available in select rural com-
munities. All are welcome. No registration
or ID is required. Summer Eats can be ac-
cessed in conjunction with Summer EBT,
additional funding for groceries while kids
are out of school.

For more than 20 years, the Massa-
chusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education and statewide food
security nonprofit Project Bread have part-
nered to support meal providers in offering
Summer Eats meals to children in Massa-

chusetts. Throughout the school year, the
nonprofit and DESE also partner to expand
access to and participation in school meal
programs. This year, Project Bread has
granted a total of $226,000 to 51 Summer
Eats sponsors for their program outreach
and capacity-building. During Summer
Eats Awareness Week, Project Bread is en-
couraging community members to help
spread the news about this free program
statewide.

“Last week a mom of two called Proj-
ect Bread worried about how shed feed
her kids when school lets out;” says Erin
McAleer, Project Bread CEO. “She’s not
alone. In the summer, many families are
forced to stretch exhausted grocery bud-
gets even further. Summer Eats is such an
important program because it helps close
that gap. Summer Eats meal providers
bring the community together and take
some of the pressure off of families’ bud-
gets. These local providers go above and
beyond to make healthy meals accessi-
ble for all kids and teens. Children should
spend their summer playing, growing, and
enjoying time with family and friends, not
worrying about their next meal”

For more information about Summer
Eats, including meal site locations, visit
www.projectbread.org/summer-eats, text
FOOD or COMIDA to 304-304, or call 1-800-
645-8333 for help in any language.
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By Russell Gloor

Will IRA withdrawals
affect my Medicare
premiums?

Dear Rusty:

I'am a member of AMAC and learn so
much from the Ask Rusty column.

I hope you can give me some infor-
mation about a question that has come
up in my family. My husband is retired
and has reached Full Retirement Age.
He is considering withdrawing money
from an IRA to pay off our mortgage.
We are wondering what, if any, penal-
ties may be incurred on Social Security,
Medicare and income tax. Thank you for
your help in this matter.

Signed: Concerned Taxpayer

Dear Concerned:

Thank you for contacting the AMAC
Foundation Social Security Advisory
Service.

Regarding your question on the im-
pact of withdrawing IRA funds, there is
no impact to your husband’s gross So-
cial Security benefit. The amount with-
drawn, of course, is considered ordinary
income for federal income tax purposes
and will need to be included as such on
your federal income tax return and will
therefore affect your federal income tax
liability when you file the return.

Depending on the amount with-
drawn, there could be an impact to
the Medicare premium due to the In-
come-Related Monthly Adjustment
Amount provision. Assuming you file
jointly, you will pay a higher Medicare
Part B premium if your modified ad-
justed gross income is above certain
thresholds, i.e., more than $103,000 for
an individual and $206,000 for a married
couple.

Please note that Medicare’s proce-
dures will not note this income change
for two years, so if you make the with-
drawal in 2024 it will not trigger the
increases until your 2026 Medicare pre-
miums. A change to your Medicare pre-
mium might also result in a change to
your net Social Security payment at that
time since Medicare is automatically
deducted from your Social Security pay-
ment.

Also depending on the amount with-
drawn, you may have to pay an addi-
tional amount on top of your Medicare
Part D premium. The Part D adjustment
amount is calculated based on a per-
centage of the Part D national base ben-
eficiary premium, not on a percentage
of the plan premium.

The Social Security Administration
mails letters to beneficiaries, who cur-
rently pay a Part B Income-Related
Monthly Adjustment Amount and, ac-
cording to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, are in a Part D plan.
The letter explains the additional Part D
amount and how exactly Social Securi-
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The Garden Lady tackles the Rose of Sharon

Je

Paul, who gardens in Palmer, wrote in with

this timely question for the Garden Lady:

“My question deals with the Rose of Sharon
and the many seedlings that it disburses. I have a
large bush/tree in my front yard, and it disburses
many seedlings. I have weeded the seedlings going
on three times this spring and summer. When is
the best time to cut the dead blossoms off the tree
so that I don’t repeat this task? Please share any
other hints/ideas about the Rose of Sharon shrub.”

This is a perfect question, since bloom time
for the Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus syriacus) is right
around the corner.

Like you, I am familiar with the shrub’s tenden-
cy to self-sow, a lot. The best way to halt all of the
seedlings coming is to “dead-head” the flowers as
they begin to fade, before they are given the oppor-
tunity to make and drop seed.

Some would argue that this is, in fact, as much
or more work as weeding the seedlings away. I
guess it all depends whether you prefer to work
standing up or on your hands and knees.

One suggestion I have would be to weed by
use of a scuffle hoe. It’s a tool you use standing up
whereby you drag the scuffle across the soil.

It cuts the weed away from its roots, stopping
it dead in its tracks. If you do this every week, the
weeds will be so small that they will just wither in
the sun- you don’t even have to pick them up.

That may be the easiest way out of your over-
abundance of seedlings.

You also asked for some information about the
shrub. Here are some excerpts from a column a
wrote a few years ago that you might find interest-
ing, especially in regard to the appropriate time of
year to prune.

The Rose of Sharon is also known as Shrub Al-
thea. It is a member of the mallow family, a diverse
bunch of plants that include hollyhocks, marsh
mallows, cotton, okra and even tropical hibiscus
as kin.

Although native to Asia, it had already found a
home in North America by 1600. In the 19th cen-
tury it was among the most popular shrubs in the
nursery trade. It grows well in zones 5-8.

The Rose of Sharon has an upright growth hab-
it that lends itself well to all types of combination
plantings: in foundation plantings, as stand alone
hedges, and as the backdrop for perennial borders.
Likewise, a single shrub can be trained to be an
outstanding specimen.

Because its flowers are borne on new growth
rather than old, pruning can be accomplished in
late winter or early spring without the risk of sac-
rificing blooms. As with most shrubs, concentrate
first on removing any dead branches, then remove
those that are crossing or rubbing on one another.

If growth needs to be checked, cut well into the
shrub to decrease its height and girth.

Cutting back to a bud that points outward and
in the direction of least competition will result in
a bushy, less lanky shrub- one suitable for use as
a specimen. Frequent pruning results in fewer but
larger flowers, whereas no or little pruning gives
way to many small flowers.

Plant the Rose of Sharon in full sun or part
shade situations. Although it is tolerant of many
types of soil, from seashore sandy to wet, this shrub
prefers deep, well-drained soil to perform its best.

Fertilization is rarely necessary.

Although Japanese beetles are said to favor the
flowers, I haven't had much of a problem with them
at home or at work.

To intentionally propagate this plant, simply
take a softwood cutting four or five inches long in
early summer. Remove lower foliage and insert into
the ground in a shady location.

Water as needed.

By the season end roots will have likely formed,
but wait until spring to move your cutting to a
nursery bed.

As mentioned, seeds of the Rose of Sharon have
also been known to sprout under the mother plant,
sometimes to the degree of being a nuisance. Grow
these seedlings on and see what color flower you
get; there is no guarantee it will be the same as
mother.

Single or double hibiscus shaped flowers come
in shades of red, pink, purple and white, depending
on the cultivar. Like those of their tropical cousin,
individual Rose of Sharon flowers bloom for a sin-
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By Ellenor Downer

received an email from a Belchertown
Iresident, she said, “I have had a whip-
poor-will in my yard for about a month.”
She also said, “I hear the call every
morning around 4 a.m.and in the evening

Whip-poor-will

around 9 p.m. I have not had one for the
past 10 years and am quite lucky to have
again.

She said she lives in a quiet neighbor-
hood and she was wondering if any other
folks have them. She is fortunate. It has
been many years since I heard the call of
the whip-poor-will.

The whip-poor-will is ten inches long
and are mostly heard calling in the eve-
ning. It is a brownish to dusk colored bird,
which blends in well with its surroundings.
In flight, the rounded wings and long tail
are visible. They eat aerial insects and feed
mostly at night on moths. They are noctur-
nal and rest during the day. They also eat
beetles and grasshoppers.

The whip-poor-will nest on the wood-
land floor and lays two white eggs with
gray or brown spots. Their call is “whip-
poor will,” with emphasis on the last sylla-
ble. They inhabit open woods, canyons and
dry, brushy areas.

Green heron and more
My daughter saw a green heron fly
across Route 32 in Ware, near the power
supply at the town line on Thursday, June

27. It landed in a small, swampy area.
Green herons unlike the great blue and
blue heron has a short neck and legs. They
have a blue-green back, reddish brown
neck and chest and a long, pointed bill.

The week before she saw a family of rac-
coons near the pond across from Church
Street. The little ones frolicked in the grass;
it was the cutest thing. She also saw a pile-
ated woodpecker at the Lucy Stone Park in
Warren on a new section of trail. She said,
“It flew ahead and landed on a tree. I've
never seen one so close before.” On June 29,
she saw a pair of cedar waxwings at Hard-
wick Pond.

Loon facts

The Loon Preservation Committee pro-
vided this interesting information in one
of their newsletters.

“Loons diving to deeper depths tend to
spend more time underwater than those
diving in more shallow areas. In a study of
loons using Lake Michigan as a stopover
site during fall migration, Kenow et al.
(2018) found that loons diving to depths
of 131 feet were spending, on average, 139
seconds, over two minutes, underwater

per dive. In contrast, loons diving to depths
of 65 feet in that study were spending less
time under water per dive, 87 seconds, on
average.

The article also said, “It can be diffi-
cult to quantify the absolute maximum
amount of time that a loon can spend un-
derwater, as loons likely have no need to
test their limits during normal bouts of
foraging. While there have been anecdotal
reports of loons spending up to five min-
utes at a time underwater, the maximum
documented dive duration that we were
able to find in the published literature for
loons was 219 seconds or 3.65 minutes.
However, given that the loon that was doc-
umented making this dive was doing so in
the process of normal foraging, it is pos-
sible (and likely) that under duress, loons
may be able to stay under even longer, per-
haps up to the fabled five minutes, or even
more.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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gle day, close at night, then eventually drop
from the plant.

Even at that rate, flowering occurs for
many weeks throughout late July, August
and sometimes into September.

In my opinion, single flowered cultivars
are more desirable; they put on a better
show and are more tolerant of rainy weath-
er. Double types turn to mush after a rain-
storm - much like petunia flowers do. Not
very attractive and oh so squishy!

“Diana” is my all time favorite cultivar.
Four- six inch pure white single flowers

bloom in abundance, even through the
night, making it a perfect candidate for use
in a moonlit garden.

“Woodbridge” is another popular vari-
ety. It is deep pink and darker at the base.
“Blue Bird” is unique, sky blue with a red
center.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 32 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
Jfood as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

Announce Your

Wedding or Engagement

Your wedding or engagement
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GUIDE

announcement will be included in our
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

Bride’s Name:

Bride’s Town Residence:

Groom’s Name:

Groom’s Town Residence:

Wedding Date:

Wedding Location:

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM

800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Be sure to include
a high resolution, clear
photograph for printing.
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your Part D IRMAA premium.

ty will collect it. You can contact SSA at
1-800-772-1213 or your local SSA agency
if you have any further questions about

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information

purposes and does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundations staff,
trained and accredited by the National
Social Security Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor
Sfor AMAC.
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Following that, they experimented with the planes by
adding bingo chips to different sides of the planes in or-
der to see how they impacted their flight.

“I'm hoping to teach them the ability to tell how
weight impacts things,” Malvezzi said. “It is a simple sci-
entific concept, but for the littles it is a good introduc-
tion of how matter takes up space and how it impacts
other objects”

They concluded the day by getting to make paper air-
planes using their own designs in order to experiment
and see what they could do to improve or alter the planes.

Malvezzi thought this was a good program to start
off summer reading with as it was simple and got kids
involved.

“I just thought it would be something fun and sim-
ple for the first week of summer reading,” Malvezzi said.
“With paper airplanes it is really just: give the kids a
stack of paper and some instructions and let them be a
little more self-sufficient, it’s nice to have programs like
that”

Malvezzi had done this type of activity with a group of
college students before, so she was excited to see how it
worked with a younger age group.

“I'm excited to do it with the littles because they're
still working on their finger dexterity, they're still work-
ing on how to fold things and I think that will be fun,
Malvezzi said.

She also enjoyed getting to see the older group get
more creative with their airplane designs as they had a
greater understanding of how paper airplanes work and
how they can alter them.

The library has several other programs planned for
this summer.

Malvezzi plans to do another STEM-related program,
involving making popsicle stick catapults.

“Basically youre given rubber bands, a bunch of pop-
sicle sticks and a spoon and you have to try to build the
catapult that launches a marshmallow the farthest,” Mal-
vezzi said.

Youth Associate Evan Delano will be running Project
Waddleway, which is Project Runway for giant rubber
ducks. They will also do a paint and snack event for high
schoolers.

Additionally, Malvezzi will be hosting fantasy bingo as
well as rock painting.

All of these programs are a part of summer reading at
the library. Malvezzi and the other library staff encour-
age everyone to sign up for summer reading and to come
in and enjoy the different programs.

“People seem really excited,” Malvezzi said. “They’re
enjoying all the extra things we have going on”

In order to learn more about the programs and events
at the library, go to their website at https://www.aga-
wamlibrary.org/.

——CATABRESE—

Tomatoes, Squash, Kale,
Lettuce, Cabbage, Cukes,
Green & Yellow Beans,
Pickles, Peppers & Carrots

SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE

257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)
Southwick, MA  (413) 569-6417
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET! IN FlATIoN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED

PORK LOIN CHOPS.......coe
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS......
USDA INSP, FROZEN BONELESS
GENTER CUT PORK LOIN ...

SLICED IN OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST 5399
SLICED IN OUR DELI

UENSTER CHEESE....... “439
GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED 5335
b

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST. ...

LOWER PRICES

523
52%
52313

BEEF

Youth Associate Isabell Malvezzi
instructed kids to add bingo
chips to the sides of their paper

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
o Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts

« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts Mt?";egp‘:)':
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
Vehicles

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
TENDERLOIN
$9|8b9

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BACK RIBS
272

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

718
30 =

Ib SALE DATES: 7/11/24-7/17/24 BUY DIRECT FOR s SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF T0P ROUND
LONDON BROIL ... 499
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS $2 22

CHICKEN BREAST 10 .8 84 e

CHIOKEN THGH 100 0

CHEESE PIZZA 14 ozammmms 5193
RAW EASY PEELED SHRINP
16120 COUNT 1 im0 > D o

CutT
FREE

£ 90 Avocado St.
£ 90 Meat Outlet Springfield
HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
Thurs. 8-6 o Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Youth Associate Isabell Malvezzi walked the kids through the instructions for the paper airplane program.

airplanes to see how it affected
their flight.
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Improving people’s
lives, one whiter
smile at a time.

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of

obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice

information of their
own choice and may

- . include a photograph.
Ph||||p§ Zopm In-Office Teeth Death Notices &
Whitening Treatment & i K .
Braun Oral-B Electric Toothbrush Paid Obituaries
$658 value should be

submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

AGAWAM
CROSSING
DENTAL

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

CHRISTOPHER J MAGIERA, DMD
200 Silver Street, Agawam, MA
413-786-0171
agawamcrossingdental.com




July 11,2024 1 AGAWAM ADVERTISERNEWS 1 Page 7
£ @turleysports www.turleysports.com K Jacebook.com/turleysports

SPORTS

[ESE T

Megan Outhuse attempts to keep the
ball out of the goal.

R
N LLELLEY

Stella Christopher drags the ball up the field.

-

Field hockey summer campaign

opens

SOUTH HADLEY -
On Wednesday, June 26,
South Hadley High School
hosted more than a dozen
field hockey squads made
up of players from several
area high schools.

Among the partic-
ipants are Agawam,
Belchertown, South Had-
ley, Holyoke, Quaboag,
and Minnechaug. Teams
participating in  the
league are playing short
games every Wednesday
for several weeks in an
effort to get more repeti-
tions prior to the fall sea-
son.

There is also hope
more high school play-
ers will come try out the
game.

Lily Charest makes her way up the field.

Lilianna Atkins drags the ball up the field.

Pioneers holdmg steady, notch more wins

Camilo Comi changes direction to avoid
the opposing defense.

Santiago Blasco Gomez looks to keep the
ball away from an opponent.

LUDLOW - During the past two weeks, the
Western Mass. Pioneers picked up more wins, de-
feating Albany Rush 4-1, Black Rock FC 1-0, and
last Saturday, defeated Boston City 5-0 to go to 10-
1-1 on the season. Their only loss this season came
against the Seacoast Phantoms. Their tie is against
Vermont Green, who they will meet in their final
regular season game this Saturday, July 13 at 7 p.m.

Aidan Kelly makes his way up the field.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM  Gianluca Cersosimo socks a goal kick away.

PeoplesBank
takes down
Tigers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE - Since losing back-
to-back games to Hilltown Tents
at the beginning of the Tri-County
League regular season, Peoples-
Bank has been on a roll.

PeoplesBank, who have won a
total of 18 TCL championship titles
since 1995, won their sixth consec-
utive game following a 6-2 victory
over the Chicopee Falls Tigers at
Cougar Field, which is located on
the Holyoke Community College
campus, last Tuesday night.

“We were able to score a couple
of runs with some timely two out
base hits in tonight’s game. Our
pitchers also pitched well, said
PeoplesBank player/coach Joe Fer-
ry. “We now have a week off and
we'll finish the regular season with
a bunch of home games.

PeoplesBank, who posted an
11-1 win over the Tigers down the
street at Mackenzie Stadium on
June 18, entered their week off with
a 7-2 overall record.

Lefthander James Flahive was

PEOPLESBANK I page 8
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New player leads Blue Sox to win

HOLYOKE - Blue Sox third baseman
Kollin Ritchie joined Valley last Saturday
for his first game of the season.

Ritchie led the way for Valley with a
two-run 418-foot home run and an RBI
double en route to a 11-2 victory against
the Sanford Mainers.

Valley hitters walked three times in the
first two innings, but they couldn’t come
around and score. Sanford walked twice in
the first two and also failed to score. The
first hit came in the third inning on a Ca-
leb Shpur single.

In the third, Logan Hugo led off with
a walk and scored on a Jay Bant single to
make it 1-0 Valley.

Valley opened the game wide open in
the bottom of the fifth. The first five bat-
ters of the inning all reached base and
scored. Newcomer Connor Misch hit a
two-RBI single. Valley tacked on three
runs in the sixth, capitalized by Ritchie’s
two-run home run.

Jared Davis hit a home run to left field
and made it 10-2. But that’s all Sanford
could muster up. Valley scored one more
in the bottom of the eight to make it 11-2.

Second baseman Mike O’Conor contin-
ues to see the ball well as he extended his

hitting streak to 14 games.

Blue Sox starter Gregory Shaw earned
the win after going five innings of one hit
ball. He walked five and struck out just
one. On the other side, Mainers starter
Colton Trisch went three plus innings and
gave up one run on two hits. The south-
paw also walked five hitters but recorded
zero strikeouts.

Blue Sox beat Mountaineers

The Vermont Mountaineers (16-6)
walked into last Friday’s game with a 10-2
record since June 15, and holding the best
record in the NECBL. The Valley Blue Sox
on the other hand, after finding a possible
turnaround in their season, found them-
selves on a five-game losing streak. Hold-
ing a 2-0 season lead over Valley as well,
Vermont looked to finish off the sweep
and extend the Valley losing streak.

In the early going, the Mountaineers
continued their narrative. Led by Da-
vid Michael Jefferson, the Mountaineers
jumped out to an early 4-0 lead, and the
Blue Sox trends telegraphed how the
game would result.

Yet this game was different than the
few in recent memory. After David Case

was pulled in the fourth inning, after
starting the first four giving up four runs
off six hits, Will Newell and Chris Torres
stepped in and led the Blue Sox charge.
Newell pitched three and Torres the final
two, they gave up a combined 0 hits and
0 runs with six strikeouts each. An unbe-
lievable display of relief pitching from the
Blue Sox, when their strength was needed
most in a season defining game, it showed
true.

This spark was all the offense needed as
well, with Michael Toth leading the charge
in the top of the seventh inning, the Blue
Sox scored four straight to tie the game. In
the following inning, Chase Jans hit a dou-
ble to bring Kyle Hennington home, giving
the Blue Sox the lead they finished with.

In a gritty win to say the least, it’s one
that will be looked highly upon as the sea-
son progresses. After crossing the halfway
mark of the season, the Valley Blue Sox
find themselves just a half game back now
on the Bristol Blues for the West division
crown. It will be interesting as the two
teams still have 4 head-to-head matchups
yet to come, but for now the Valley spirits
must be high as ever, with hope pumped
back into their season.

Austin LeClerc, of Palmer, catches an out at first
base for the Tigers.

Johnny Gegetskas rounds third after hitting a
home run out to right field.

Ryan Magni looks to field a grounder to short.

Dustin Brisson, of Wilbraham, catches the ball at first.

Sam Allen slides into third base safely for PeoplesBank.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
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scheduled to be the PeoplesBank starting pitcher in the
second meeting of the regular season against the Tigers (6-
4). He arrived to the field late and righty Mikey Rivera was
the opener for the visiting team.

“Jimmy had a prior engagement, and he didn't have his
normal pregame routine,” said Ferry, whos the Peoples-
Bank starting left fielder. “In my opinion, not only is he the
best pitcher on our team during the past three years, but
he’s probably the best pitcher in this league this year.

Rivera allowed a leadoff single to centerfielder Travis
Kagan in the bottom of the first inning before retiring the
next three Tigers batters.

“Mikey is a new player on our team, and he had the hon-
or of pitching the first inning,” Ferry said. “He’s fitting in
very well with us”

|
»

3-189-2181
www.vfauto.com
443 Springfield Street, Agawam

INC
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE —/V\;\'—

Flahive, who was the winning pitcher, took over on the
mound at the start of the second inning. He pitched the
next five innings allowing two runs (one earned) on six
hits with 10 strikeouts and no walks. Veteran righty Dan-
ny Gaines allowed only a double in the seventh inning.

The Tigers also used three pitchers in the game.

Righty Brendan Fournier made his first start of the
season for the Tigers.

“This was the first time that Brendan pitched in a game
for us this season,” said Tigers player/coach Ryan Magni,
who's also the baseball coach at Holyoke Community Col-
lege. “I thought he pitched well in the first three innings.”

After not allowing any runs in the first two innings,
Fournier, who also pitched at Chicopee High School, got
himself into a jam with two-outs in the top of the third
inning,.

Centerfielder Seth Allen began the two-out rally by

/% AUTO REPAIR &
1 SERVICE\EXPERTS

MAINTENANCE

blasting a double to deep centerfield. Then catcher Pete
Hogan was hit-by-a pitch and right fielder Johny Gegets-
kas drew a walk which loaded the bases. First baseman
Dustin Brisson drove home two runs with a hard ground-
ball single into right field.

Brisson, who played college baseball at Central Flori-
da, was selected in the 15th round of the 2000 MLB draft
by the Boston Red Sox. He played in 345 career minor
league games without being called up by a major league
team.

With two-outs in the following frame, PeoplesBank
pinch-hitter Kyle Platner delivered a two-run single to
right field off righty relief pitcher Evan Dougherty in-
creasing the lead to 4-0.

The Tigers broke the ice when first baseman Austin
Leclerec, who played high school baseball at Pathfinder
Tech, blasted a home run over the left field fence.

After Allen hit a double that bounced off the left field
fence leading off the fifth inning, Gegetskas smashed a
two-run homer over the right field fence, which increased
the PeoplesBank lead to 6-1.

It was the first home run of the season for Gegetskas,
who played college baseball at Westfield State University.

The Tigers scored an unearned run with two outs in
the bottom of the sixth.

Righthander Race Drobiak pitched the final two final
innings for the home team without allowing a run.

The third meeting of the regular season between the
two squads is slated to take place at Mackenzie Stadium
on July 16.

& WASTE &

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS

BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT
DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWw.jrsweeping.com
“%No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’
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Middle Atlantic Conference
Academic Honor Roll

ANNVILLE, PA - Cameron Croteau of Feeding Hills was
one of nearly 250 Lebanon Valley College student-athletes
to be named to the 2023-2024 Middle Atlantic Conference’s
Winter/Spring Academic Honor roll.

Croteau, a graduate of Tec Connections Academy, is a
member of the Lebanon Valley College men’s ice hockey
team and is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in exercise sci-
ence at The Valley.

The academic honor roll is comprised of student-ath-
letes who compete in a varsity-level sport and registered a
term/semester GPA of 3.20 (on a 4.00 scale) or higher.

Dean College Spring 2024
Dean’s List

FRANKLIN - Dean College is pleased to announce the
students who have earned a place on the Dean’s List for
the Spring 2024 semester. These students demonstrated a
serious commitment to their studies while at Dean College
and are from Agawam/Feeding Hills.

Emily Larouche and Emily Ball.

Emmanuel College celebrates
102nd Commencement

BOSTON - Emmanuel College in Boston celebrated its
102nd Commencement on Saturday, May 18, adding hun-
dreds of graduates to the global network of Emmanuel
alumni who are making their mark on the world. The fol-
lowing local students graduated from Emmanuel:

Olivia Frogameni of Agawam. Frogameni received a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing during the ceremony. Frog-
ameni graduated magna cum laude.

Jaylee Hiersche of Feeding Hills. Hiersche received a
Bachelor of Arts in a double major in English and Second-
ary Education during the ceremony. Hiersche graduated
summa cum laude and with distinction in the field of study.

Public Notices

Elms College Announces
Dean’s List for Spring 2024

CHICOPEE - The College of Our Lady of the Elms has
named the following students to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2024 semester. Congratulations to all the students
who are named on the list. The following students are from
Agawam and Feeding Hills.

Carson Asselin, Alexis Barna, Santino Giordano, Kate-
Iynn Gordner, Sabrina McBride, Amy McKinley, Aidan
Noftall, Brady Spaulding, Nick Uschmann and Jessica Vinci.

University of Hartford Dean’s
and President’s Lists

WEST HARTFORD - The University of Hartford is
pleased to announce that 1,927 students have been named
to the Dean’s List and President’s List for the spring 2024
semester.

The Dean’s List recognizes students achieving superior
academic standing. The requirement, with some excep-
tions based on school or college, is a grade point average of
at least 3.0 and no grade below C.

The President’s List recognizes a select group of stu-
dents reaching the highest level of academic standing. To
be placed on the President’s list, students must maintain a
GPA of at least a 3.75 and receive grades of C or better.

Among the students honored for their academic
achievements are:

Amara Agosto of Agawam - President’s List

Brianna Benjamin of Agawam - President’s List

Kolby Lindell of Agawam - President’s List

Athena Gonzalez of Agawam - Dean’s List

Aly Gouvan of Agawam - Dean’s List

COidilaficng—

CLASS OF 2024!

Roger Williams University
spring 2024 Dean’s List

BRISTOL, RI - Select students have been named to the
Spring 2024 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University in
Bristol, R.I. Full-time students who complete 12 or more
credits per semester and earn a GPA of 3.4 or higher are
placed on the Dean’s List that semester. The following stu-
dents are residents of your coverage area:

Arianna Albano of Agawam

Jacob Barber of Feeding Hills

Ethan Timms of Agawam

Zack Wieners of Agawam

Toby Trench inducted into
WNEU National Honor Society

SPRINGFIELD - Toby Trench was welcomed into Omi-
cron Delta Kappa National Honor Society on April 19 at the
Western New England University chapter’s annual induc-
tion ceremony.

Omicron Delta Kappa is a national leadership honor
society that recognizes and encourages achievement in
scholarship, athletics, campus or community service, so-
cial and religious activities, as well as campus government,
journalism, speech and the mass media, and creative and
performing arts.

Trench is working toward a degree in Computer Sci-
ence.

Residents shine at
Springfield College

AGAWAM - Agawam residents Megan Crawford, Na-
dia Ghareeb and Anna Russo recently graduated from
Springfield College. Crawford and Russo from the School
of Health Sciences and Ghareeb from the School of Arts
and Sciences. All three were members of Agawam High
School’s Class of 2020.

NOTICE OF TIER The Tier Classification
CLASSIFICATION Submittal and the dispos-
536 NORTH WESTFIELD al site file can be viewed
STREET, AGAWAM, MA at the MassDEP website at
MassDEP RELEASE https://eeaonline.eea.state.
TRACKING NUMBER ma.us/portal#!/search/waste-
1-21824 site using Release Tracking

A release of oil and/
or hazardous materials has
occurred at this location,
which is a disposal site as
defined by M.G.L. c. 21E,
§ 2 and the Massachusetts
Contingency Plan, 310
CMR 40.0000. To evaluate
the release, a Phase I Initial
Site Investigation was per-
formed pursuant to 310 CMR
40.0480. The site has been
classified as Tier I pursuant
to 310 CMR 40.0500. On
or around July 5, 2024, Mr.
John McCarthy filed a Tier
I Classification Submittal
with the Department of
Environmental Protection
(MassDEP). To obtain more
information on this dispos-
al site, please contact Mr.
John McCarthy [536 North
Westfield Street, Agawam,
MA 01030].

Number (RTN) 1-21824.
Additional public involve-

ment opportunities are

available under 310 CMR

40.1403(9) and 310 CMR

40.1404.

07/11/2024

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given by
USA Towing, 71 Garden St.,
Feeding Hills, MA 01030,
sale of a motor vehicle pur-
suant to the provisions of
M.G.L. C. 255, Section 39A,
that on July 29, 2024 at 8:00
a.m., at USA Towing, said
motor vehicle will be sold at
a private sale to satisfy the
garage keeper’s lien for tow-
ing, storage and costs of sale.
2000 Buick Century
VIN:2G4WY55J0Y 1156519
No Plates w/ vehicle
Last known reg. owner:

Adam Pro

1191 E. 92nd St.
Brooklyn, NY 11236
07/11, 07/18, 07/25/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
50 State Streeet
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 748-8600
Docket No. HD24P1355EA
Estate of:

David George Vershon
Also Known As:
David G. Vershon
Date of Death:
March 4, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested
in the above captioned estate,
by Petition of Petitioner
Denise E. Vershon of
Agawam, MA.

Denise E. Vershon of
Agawam, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without

surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

07/11/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD22P2170EA
Estate of:
Donald R Mason
Date of Death: 11/12/2021
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR ORDER
OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order
of Complete Settlement
has been filed by Jesse C
Mason of Summerville,
SC requesting that the court
enter a formal Decree of
Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final
account, a determination of
testacy and heirs at law and
other such relief as may be
requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

or at the court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 07/26/2024.
This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M. Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 09, 2024
Rosemary A. Saccomani
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

COUNTERTOP DISHWASHER,
attaches to sink faucet. Fits 10 plates,
glasses and utensils. $150. Call 978-
799-9096.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE

ESTATE SALE
213 RIVER STREET,

THORNDIKE.
Sat.-Sun., July 13-14, 8am-4pm.
Mid Century bedroom sets, Temple
Stuart dining room set with hutch, liv-
ing room set, Mid Century Zenith ste-
reo, Yorktown, Pfaltzgraff dishes, and
Westmoreland Milk Glass, and much
more.

FIREWOOD

BUNDLES - KILN DRIED
FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!
Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd.,
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED CORDWOOD. Call
617-759-2182.

FOR SALE

* 14’ step ladder

* Radial arm table saw

* Hydraulic conduit benders

* Portable grinders 7" & 12”

* Wire pullers

* Assorted Knock out Punches
413-658-8535/413-967-5065

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludiow
Shiners, worms, tackle. Beer and
ice. Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-3pm;
Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-3pm; Sun
6am-1pm. Closed Mon.-Tues. 413-

589-7957

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games
(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.

Indian Orchard, MA

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games,
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***x*xxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

CLEANING
SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING steam meth-
od starting at $89 per room. Stain and
odor removal. Quotes available. Call
Superior Floor Solutions, 413-323-
4760.

Call us at 413.283.8393

ELECTRICIAN

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master
Electrician on staff. Call for all your
electrical needs. No job too small. Se-
nior citizen and Veteran Discount. A
veteran owned company. MA License
#8101A1. Call John at (413)206-
6509

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING

COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing
in Title 5 septic repair and installation.
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

INSTRUCTION

BALLROOM DANCE
Private lessons for couples, wedding,
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
ciall Fun, easy, and relaxing — swing,
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.
MATT GUERTIN
HOME LANDSCAPING
IMPROVEM ENT Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

Post your
L Jjob openings
-7 . in our
Y classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

1)
A

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2t i | 22 | B | 2 g
2 nasoprics | 26 msepice | 27 mesepr | 28 Beseprie
29 I El gprie| 31 masepre| 32 Begrs
3 B | 34 S| 39 B isiso| 36 e
37 sasebice | 38 sasg e |39 salice| 40 T
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA (a1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

? omnmm

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING

STANLEY AND SONS PAVING.
Driveways, parking lots, roadways,
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount,
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Residential removal of trees,
free estimates, fully insured w/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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SUPERINTENDENT from page 1 intendent,” School Committee Member A]  rounding communities.
Christopher said. “Thank you to Superintendent Hoffman og a c asses
ed in how she met the standards for being a “I appreciate her focus on not only the for your proactive approach to allocating
superintendent. academic needs of students but also their ~ESSER funds during the COVID pandemic

The standards included instructional
leadership, management and operations,
family and community engagement, and
professional culture.

The ratings for this section are: unsat-
isfactory, needs improvement, proficient
(which is the benchmark) and exemplary.
Hoffman scored proficient in all of these
categories.

“Mrs. Hoffman’s performance is exem-
plary” School Committee Member Wendy
Rua said. “Her dedication to improving
safety protocols combined with her active
presence in the community underscore
her commitment to authentic engagement,
willingness to receive community feedback
and a diligent focus on keeping our kids
safe”

Overall, the committee was very im-
pressed with Hoffman’s work this year.

They appreciated her emphasis on so-
cial-emotional learning and support in the
schools.

“Her balanced focus on both the so-
cial-emotional and academic needs of the
students combined with her commitment
to development makes her a valued super-

social-emotional needs,
pher Johnson had written.

Mayor Christo-

“I appreciate her focus on not
only the academic needs of
students but also their
social-emotional needs.”

— Mayor Christopher Johnson

Additionally, they approved of her focus
on safety in the schools throughout this
school year.

“Her engagement with other personnel
demonstrates a commitment to ensuring
a safe and healthy learning environment
for all students within the district,” School
Committee Member Michael Perry said.

They also admired the budget that Hoff-
man had put forward for the schools this
year, which Johnson had mentioned being
one of the better school budgets out of sur-

and developing a budget which does not
require layoffs and which was able to be
unanimously approved,” Committee Mem-
ber Catherine McDougal said.

Finally, they mentioned their appreci-
ation for all of the work she has put in to-
ward making the new high school project
possible.

“Your leadership, along with the rest of
the project team, on the AHS building proj-
ect has been extremely valuable;” McDougal
said.

The committee agreed that they hope to
see academic performance of students con-
tinue to improve in the future, but they feel
Hoffman has done a good job of supporting
students in these improvements thus far.

Hoffman was appreciative of all of the
committee’s feedback and she hopes to
continue to improve in her future years in
Agawam schools.

“I want to thank the committee for go-
ing through the review of my goals and my
evidence,” Hoffman said. “I appreciate your
feedback and, as always, I will take it and re-
flect upon this year and then help to set and
talk about goals for next year.”

offered

HOLYOKE - NAMI Western Mas-
sachusetts would like to announce
Mindfulness Yoga with Kateri’s third
anniversary yoga series.

This class is designed as a gentle,
therapeutic yoga class with begin-
ners in mind. It is easy-paced, helps
reduce stress and anxiety, and aids
in the management of mental health
symptoms.

Kateri is a certified yoga in-
structor and is vice president of our
board of directors.

This series will be 4 weeks start-
ing on Monday July 29 and con-
tinuing August 5, August 12, and
concluding on August 19. Come cel-
ebrate Kateri’s Third Anniversary,
July 29, with a free yoga class. The
remaining three classes are avail-
able for just $30.

Partial proceeds go to NAMI-WM.
Pre-registration is required. To Reg-
ister email Kateri at: mindfulnessyo-
gawithkateri721 @gmail.com

SCOUT

fellow scout doing their Eagle Project.

“I really like the idea of fixing up some-
thing that was already done by a previous
scout,” he said. “So it was scout-built and
then 19 years later, a scout is fixing it up””

Fleagle plans to clean up the area
around the bridge and then fix the bridge
itself in order to make it safer for the many
people and animals who use it on a daily
basis.

“I'm glad to be able to help out at a place
where my troop and I go a lot,” Fleagle said.
“It really is a nice, pretty area and I like be-
ing able to help out a place that I have been
to so many times.”

This project is Fleagle’s Eagle Scout Proj-
ect, which is one of the big requirements to
become an Eagle Scout.

from page 1

The project is meant to act as a cumula-
tion of the skills that scouts have learned
thus far. It is entirely led by the scouts
themselves.

Additionally, the project has
to be something that helps
the entire community and
displays the scout’s lead-
ership skills.

“You need to come up
with a project, lead people
on how to do it and actually
do it,” Fleagle said.

Fleagle has put in a lot of
time and planning toward this
project so far. He had to get the project
approved by the council in the Scouts and
he had to work with RSP in order to get per-
mission to actually fix up the bridge.

This project is Fleagle’s last step in

becoming an Eagle Scout. He has either
earned or is about to earn all the needed
merit badges and filled the other re-
quirements.
Fleagle hopes to begin clear-
ing the brush around the
bridge on July 21. There
will be adults present with
saws and power tools to
help break up logs.
There will also be vol-
unteers to take the brush
and hike it up to where the Park
Rangers will have their trucks to
haul it away.
Then Fleagle plans to rebuild the
bridge on Aug. 18.
In order to get this project going, Flea-
gle needs support from the community. He
asks that people donate to his project so

that he can afford the supplies, such as the
wood and nuts, that he needs.

He emphasizes that all of the donations
will go toward this bridge and Robinson
State Park, not toward himself or toward
the Scouts.

He hopes to raise about $650 to $700 in
order to get the needed supplies. The goal
is to have the donations in by early August
so there is enough time to acquire the sup-
plies before Aug. 18.

People can also volunteer to help in
fixing up the bridge and cleaning up the
brush, if they are interested in being more
hands-on with the project.

Checks for donations can be made out
to Troop 82 and mailed to 21 Raymond Cir-
cle, Agawam MA 01001.

Donations can also be sent to @CFlea-
gle via Venmo.
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Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured

WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

BOATS

18 FOOT STINGRAY BOAT,
115hp Suzuki motor, trailer bought July
2023. About 75 hours. $10,000, like
new. 239-728-7886.

ASSISTANT MECHANIC

The Assistant Mechanic, works under
the Mechanic to repair and maintain a
wide variety of mechanical equipment
throughout the company.

Skills needed (but are not limited to):
Air brake knowledge, hydraulic knowl-
edge, small engine repairs, welding,
and fabricating (body work skills a
plus). Must own your own tools. CDL
a plus but not required; Self-motivat-
ed, committed only need apply. Back-
ground checks, driver records and
drug testing required. This is a full time
position. Email resume and interest to
admin@jrsweeping.com or call
413-786-2168.

VACUUM SWEEPER OPERATOR
3rd shift sweeper operator — operate
vacuum sweeper at various route sites.
Experience preferred but not required.
No CDL required. MUST obtain a DOT
card and have a clean driving record
and be dependable. Will train qualified
applicants. Email resume and interest
to admin@jrsweeping.com or call
413-786-2168.

LAND FOR SALE

HAMILTON LAKE, HOLLAND,
MA. Small private surveyed 41 ft.
waterfront lot with boat launch. Dock
and picnic table area. Quiet dead end
Brandon St. Unused swimming ROW.
Jim 508-868-6157, Peg 508-
723-3433. $25,000. Taxes $224 year.

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393

HELP WANTED
Executive Driver Needed

Responsibilities include maintaining a personal and
professional schedule, coordinating meetings and
events. Must be reliable and arrive at appointments
on time.The ideal candidate must have exceptional
communication and interpersonal skills and must be
incredibly organized with a strong work ethic.

Send resume and cover letter to
alessiacruz45@gmail.com for details.

=1 |\, Digital Photos

FOR RENT TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently

ran in one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Turley Publications seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.
e Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Advertise your

HOME
IMPROVEMENT Send writing samples with resume to
) SER‘"C,E_S Deanna Sloat
in our classifieds. 24 Water St., Paimer, MA 01069
WE GET RESULTS!

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

Turle b

Publ|cat|ons Inc.
www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393

S
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Tips on how to choose the right mortgage lender

Paula Fleming
pfleming@boston.bbb.org

The housing market is constantly
changing. Whether it's competitive or slow,
if you want to buy a home, you need to be
prepared.

As a prospective buyer, you can make
your offers on homes more competitive
by getting pre-approved for financing from
amortgage lender before even bidding on a
house. This lets the seller know you're a se-
rious buyer and provides reassurance that
the sale will close without issues.

Fortunately, shopping around, compar-
ing prices, and negotiating deals can save
you thousands of dollars on a mortgage. To
get the best deal, compare all the costs, and
understand how mortgages work.

If you are buying a home, refinanc-
ing your home, or taking out a home
equity loan, follow these tips to help
make your search for a mortgage lend-
er a success.

How to shop for a mortgage lender

« Know how much you can spend up-
front. Before you ask for information from
alender, it’s a good idea to know how much
you can spend on a loan and the maxi-
mum monthly payment you can afford.
This information will be crucial to your
home search and negotiations, so review
your budget beforehand. Get familiar with
interest rates, too. Depending on the econ-
omy and if mortgage loan interest rates are
high or low, this may impact how much you
can spend on a home.

« Get to know your loan options. Loan
options include loan terms, interest rates,
and the loan type. The loan term refers to
the length of the loan, which may be 15 or
30 years. Shorter loans usually have high-
er monthly payments with lower interest

Send Us Your
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications will

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our
Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published
September 11, 2024.

Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers

rates. Interest rate types may be fixed or
adjustable. Fixed-rate loans are lower risk
but carry higher interest rates. Adjust-
able-rate mortgages (ARMs) have lower
interest rates, but the rates can change
over time. Loan types may be conventional
or part of a government program. A trust-
worthy mortgage lender can help you un-
derstand your options and choose the best
loan for you.

« Understand the difference between a
broker and a lender. According to Consum-
erFinance.gov, a lender is a bank or other
financial institution that loans money di-
rectly to you. A broker acts as a middle-
man, comparing loan options on your be-
half. The Federal Trade Commission adds,
“It might not always be clear if youre deal-
ing with alender or a broker, so if youre not
sure, ask” You'll want to know who youre
working with since brokers usually pay a
service fee separate from the lender’s fees.

in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline
for Calendar
 submissions is
August 12.

There are brokers and lenders, so evaluate
those differences and see what works best
for you.

+ Get information from multiple lend-
ers and brokers before making a deci-
sion. The FTC advises getting as much
information from each lender as possible.
Keep your options open since different
lenders may offer different rates. Ask about
interest rates, loan types, annual percent-
age rates, points, down payments, mort-
gage insurance, and all other fees. This will
help you get a clear view of the actual cost
of the mortgage.

« Understand whether you should pay
points. Your mortgage lender will likely
give you the option of paying for discount
points. Mortgage points are fees you pay
a lender to reduce the interest rate on a
mortgage. Typically, one discount point
equals 1% of the mortgage amount and
will reduce your interest rate by .25%. De-

Event Name

pending on how long you plan to keep your
home and your mortgage, this extra cost
may or may not make sense. This calcula-
tor will help you figure that out.

» Working with a broker? Make sure they
find you the best deal. If you prefer to hire a
broker to shop for loans for you, know that
while brokers can access several lenders,
they aren’t obligated to find the best deal
for you unless they sign a contract to act
as your agent. Always ask questions and be
sure youre comfortable with the loan you
choose.

« Be prepared to negotiate the best
deal. Loan officers and brokers can keep
some or all of the overages (the difference
between the lowest available price and
any higher price you agree to) of a loan as
extra compensation. This means you can
negotiate a price lower than what they
initially offered. The best way to negotiate
is to have the broker or lender give you a
written list of all the costs and fees of the
loan. Then, ask if they will reduce or waive
completely one or more of the fees. You can
also show them a competitor’s offer to see
if they will give you a better deal.

« Watch out for scams. Shopping around
for a mortgage lender will help you get
a general idea of how much a loan costs,
which will help you spot and avoid any
offers that seem too good to be true. Be
wary of unsolicited calls and emails offer-
ing you great rates on a mortgage or “no-
cost” loans. Never give in to high-pressure
sales tactics. ConsumerFinance.gov warns
about phishing scams where con artists
attempt to divert your closing costs and
down payment by suggesting you wire the
money into a fraudulent account right be-
fore your loan closes. Never wire money
until you verify the closing instructions in
person with your trusted loan representa-
tives.
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