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Robotics team competes at Championship
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Rosie Robotics 
made it to the New England Dis-
trict Championships at the Big E. 

The team placed in the top 
third in their division, in the dis-
trict, in the U.S. and in the world. 

Their final position in the dis-
trict was 62 of 186 teams. 

The competition itself was 
three days long, with the matches 
beginning at 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
Apr. 4 and continuing through 
Saturday, Apr. 6. 

Thursday and Friday were fo-
cused on the qualifying matches 
and then Saturday was the double 
elimination playoffs. 

To be a part of the playoffs, 
teams either had to be in the top 
eight or had to be selected by one 
of the top eight teams for an alli-
ance. 

Unfortunately, Rosie was not 
in the top eight, nor were they 
chosen for an alliance, though 
they were selected as a backup 
team should any of the competing 
teams’ robots malfunction. 

The team was very proud of 
how they performed in districts, 
and of the fact that they made it 
to districts to begin with. 

“We performed solidly across 
the board,” Team Member Vin-
cent Barrett said. “We made a 
couple small mistakes but I think 

there were really only a couple 
small things we could have im-
proved on.”

“This was my first time ever 
going to districts,” Team Member 
Thomas Crouss said. “It was really 
fun.”

The team had not made it to 
districts in several years and the 
team had set a goal at the begin-
ning of the year to make it to this 
level of competition. They were 
delighted to have gotten the op-
portunity to experience districts. 

“A highlight for me was getting 
to districts,” Team Member Kylie 
Henry said. “And then we were 
very good in most of our match-
es.” 

“It was a really exciting event 
and there was so much there from 
games to the matches,” Crouss 
said. “It was really cool.”

Now it is officially 
off-season for the team, 
though that does not 
mean they will be stop-
ping their work. They 
hope to compete in a few 
competitions throughout 
the summer and fall. 

“We’re really just 
building up, seeing if 
there is anything we 
wanted to change or 
learn for the next season,” 
Henry said. “There are a 

Committee gets look at school budget
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – At the school 
committee meeting on Apr. 9, 
Superintendent Sheila Hoffman 
gave an overview of the proposed 
FY25 school district budget. 

The title for this budget is: Cul-
tivating an Environment Where 
All Students Grow, Learn, and 
Belong. 

The budget was built around 
key priorities identified for Aga-
wam Public Schools. These pri-
orities are: increased student 
achievement and increased en-
gagement for all stakeholders.

The goals of these priorities 
are to decrease learning gaps 
that exist for certain groups of 
students and to strengthen the 
school community and ensure all 
members feel a sense of belong-
ing within the schools. 

“That requires us to transform 
teaching and learning to allow 
equitable access to high quality 
instructional resources, provide 

unique learning opportunities for 
all students and bridge partner-
ships with families and commu-
nity stakeholders,” Hoffman said.

This proposed budget con-
tains the last of the Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergen-
cy Relief Funds.

“The ESSER funds have helped 
us over the last few years in hiring 
additional positions to increase 
our family engagement, address 
mental health concerns and pro-
vide educators with instruction-
al coaching to meet academic 
needs,” Hoffman said. 

These funds have also assist-
ed in updating technology both 
for instruction and safety in the 
schools. 

Additionally, this budget will 
continue to support the data 
collection system that tracks stu-
dent data. This data is used in in-
structional and social/emotional 
interventions. 

“The proposed FY25 budget 
has no elimination of programs,” 
Hoffman said. “In fact, it propos-

es an additional Special Educa-
tion program at the elementary 
level.”

The total budget increase for 
FY25 is $2,009,270, though the ac-
tual budget increase works out to 
be  $1,964,015. This is due to a re-
duction in the special service tu-
ition budget totalling to $19,833, 
as well as a decrease of $25,423 to 
cost center based budgets.

“[The reduction in special ser-
vice tuition] is only because the 
rest is offset by other funds out-
side of our local budget,” Hoffman 
said. 

This all adds up to a total pro-
posed budget of $51,924,442. The 
approved budget for FY24 was 
$49,960,427, making the FY25 
budget a 3.78% increase from 
FY24. 

To break the proposed FY25 
year budget down further, Hoff-
man explained that there would 
be a total salary increase of 
$1,347,269. This increase includes 

Blockage and high river 
responsible for flooding

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson clarified concerns 
about flooding on Leonard St. 

The main cause of the issue 
was the large compensatory flood 
storage area that stretches from 
behind Catherine Drive to near 
the Connecticut River behind 
Simpson Circle. 

That flooding area was filling 
up with water as one of the out-
falls (a culvert that drains under 
Leonard Street) was blocked. 

It was this blockage that was 
causing water to rise up onto the 
backyards of some of the proper-
ties that border the compensato-
ry flood storage area. 

The crews in the area were 
able to unblock the outfall, but it 
took some time to locate where 
the culvert inlet was in order to 
clear it. 

“We were able to unblock it but 
it took a while because all of this 
infrastructure predates anyway 
keeping any plans as to where any 
of it is,” Johnson said. “We had to 
figure out where the culvert inlet 
was and being that it was under-
water and down a severe slope it 
took a while.”

Now that the blockage is 
cleared Johnson stated that the 
water will begin to drain out of the 
compensatory flood storage area. 

“It’s going to take a while as 
we’re trying to get the water to 
flow at a normal pace and not just 
rush out, as then it would end up 
flooding the area that it was going 
to,” Johnson said. 

The water will travel out of 
the compensatory flooding area 
to the other side of Leonard 
Street where there is a large wet-
lands area. 
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Above, the pit crew kept 
the machine running 
with Faculty Advisor 
Jack Barry, Bob Fontaine, 
Owen Elwell and Philip 
Fini and the Team with 
AHS Principal Jim Blain at 
the Western New England 
University Event. Left, 
the Rosie Robotics team 
practiced with their robot, 
Echo, in preparation for 
the New England District 
Championships.
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$375 million for transportation infrastructure
BOSTON – The Massachusetts Senate 

unanimously approved $375 million in 
bond authorizations for statewide trans-
portation projects, including the state’s 
Chapter 90 program, which would create 
a reliable funding source for local infra-
structure investments like roads, bridges, 
regional transit equipment and infra-
structure, bicycle infrastructure, and elec-
tric vehicle infrastructure, among other 
things. 

Projects funded by the annual legisla-
tion often improve quality of life for resi-
dents in every region of the state, and many 
play a role in environmental mitigation. 
Every city and town in the state would re-
ceive a share of $200 million in funding to 

be used on maintenance and construction 
of roads and bridges. $150 million would 
be allocated equally to six programs tar-
geting specific transportation infrastruc-
ture, and $25 million would be allocated to 
cities and towns through the rural roads 
program. “Getting around our communi-
ties is a fundamental part of everyone’s 
day,” said Senate President Karen E. Spilka 
(DAshland). “Whether the commute takes 
you on the sidewalk, through a bike lane, 
across a small bridge, onto your Regional 
Transit Authority, or to the T, your journey 
should be quick and safe. By passing to-
day’s legislation, we are empowering our 
cities and towns with the funding to make 
improvements to the infrastructure our 

residents travel on, regardless of where 
they go and how.”  “I am proud to join my 
colleagues in the legislature to secure this 
investment for the sustainability of roads, 
bridges, and regional transit infrastruc-
ture for the Hampden district and com-
munities across the Commonwealth”, said 
Sen. Adam Gomez (D-Springfield). “Dele-
gating the implementation of infrastruc-
ture funding to municipalities will ensure 
that improvements at a local level will be 
addressed appropriately.” 

A previous version having been passed 
by the House of Representatives, the legis-
lation now awaits final enactment in each 
branch, before being sent to the Gover-
nor’s desk for her signature.

CWC annual banquet on May 14
AGAWAM – The annual banquet of 

The Catholic Women’s Club of Agawam 
will take place at CASA DI LISA, 801 
Springfield St., on Tuesday, May 14. The 
evening will begin with appetizers from 
6 to 6:45 p.m., consisting of bruschet-
ta, fresh fruit, cheese and crackers. At 
7 p.m., the buffet of grilled pork chops 
with applesauce, chicken francese, baked 
cod, vegetables, roasted potatoes, green 
beans almondine, salad and bread will 
be served. Coffee, tea and soda will be 
served, and dessert will be mini canolies 
and petit fours. A cash bar will be avail-
able.

Price is $35 and includes tax and tip. 

Checks made out to CWC or cash must 
be sent to Katie Heald, chairperson of 
the event, at 66 Beekman Drive, Agawam, 
MA.01001 or left in her mailbox, by May 
6, no refunds after this date, as the count 
is due May 7. Please write with whom 
you wish to sit. There is 1 table of 8 ladies 
available and the rest are tables of 6. Any 
larger tables will be placed close to each 
other. For questions, or more information 
call Katie at (413) 786-1287. The club’s 
monthly and annual meetings will follow 
the dinner. Any Catholic Woman residing 
in Agawam/Feeding Hills or member of 
either of the towns Catholic Parishes is 
welcome to attend this event.

Senior center announces events
AGAWAM – The Agawam Senior cen-

ter, 954 Main St., has great events planned 
for the month of April. The Center is open 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more information please call 413-821-0605

Fraud Seminar
Wednesday, April 24, 1 p.m., at Seminar Hall.

With Tax returns going out, the uptick 
in scams on seniors has increased dramat-
ically. Join Freedom Credit Union for this in-
formative seminar. Current fraud and how 
to protect yourself seminar presented by 
Freedom CU. We will discuss the increase in 
fraud we have seen in our local area, espe-
cially targeting the elderly population. These 
scams range from grandparents’ scams, 

check washing, online banking scams and 
more. Call Kristina at 726-2836 to register.

Paper Making With Chris Lyons
Thursday, April 25, 1 to 4:30, 

in the Garden Room
This is a  basic introduction  to paper 

making. The paper we create will be some-
what rough and wavy but can have very nice 
looks for writing, cards and a base for draw-
ing and painting. Come learn this amazing 
process and have  lots of fun  making your 
own paper from recycled materials that is 
yours to keep.  The cost of the class is $30. 
Please call Kristina at 726-2836 to register. 
We need at least 4 people for the class to 
happen.
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Mosaic kits now available
AGAWAM – The New England Mosaic invites the West-

ern MA creative community to create and display visual art 
representing a favorite aspect of New England.  This year’s 
Mosaic theme is “I love New England”.  Canvas kits will be 
available in partner libraries across the Pioneer Valley be-
ginning March 11.

The New England Mosaic was organized in 2022 by the 
ACAA as a community art project to give individuals in 
Western MA an opportunity to creatively express their love 
of New England via painting, photography, fabric art, pour-
ing, or any other media.  Professional artists, hobbyist, and 
any member of our Pioneer Valley creative community are 
invited to create a canvas tile and see their work become a 
part of this unique wall of art.  Tiles created for the Mosaic 
are donated to the Mosaic and sold to help fund art scholar-
ships for local students.

The New England Mosaic invites individuals to create 
a canvas tile, which when displayed with others, becomes 
part of a 24-foot fine art Mosaic wall that captures the 
beauty and diversity of New England life.  Free tile kits are 
available at the following libraries:  Agawam, Southwick, 
Westfield, West Springfield and at three Springfield branch 
libraries, Central, East Forest Park, and East Springfield, by 
March 11.  Completed tiles must be returned to these librar-
ies by May 15.  Supplies at each library are limited so stop by 
and pick a kit up.

The New England Mosaic will be unveiled at a Mosaic 
grand opening at the Agawam Municipal Golf Course, Club, 
128 Southwick St., on July 11,.

All Mosaic artists and the public are invited to the un-
veiling.  The Mosaic will also be showcased at the Agawam 
Community Artists and Artisans’ Pioneer Valley Art Festival 
on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 24-25,  from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Polish American Club, 139 Southwick St. The Mosaic will 
also be on display at the Scantic River Art Exhibit on Sept. 14 
and 15. Please visit our website at www.agawamarts.com or 
Scantic River’s website at www.scanticriverartisans.com for 
more information. 

Thousand Cranes 
returns to APL

AGAWAM – The Agawam Public Library is 
proud to welcome back Thousand Cranes Art 
Studio during the month of April. Across both 
levels of the library, visitors will also enjoy the 
colorful and creative artwork of the students 
from Thousand Cranes Studio. The artwork 
consists of drawings, sketches, and paintings 
from students as young as 4 years old.  Thou-
sand Cranes Studio is run by Stan and Sheila 
Coly and is located in Feeding Hills. For more 
information, please visit www.thousandcra-
nesstudio.com. Visitors are welcome at the 
Agawam Public Library during regular open 
hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri-
days and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

YWCA of Western MA awarded $111K for prevention program
SPRINGFIELD – The YWCA of West-

ern Massachusetts recently received 
$111,111.11 from the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health for its youth violence 
prevention program, H.E.R.E. Project. This 
evidence-based and highly successful proj-
ect has been embedded in many Springfield 
middle and high schools for about eighteen 
months. With this new grant funding, the 
YWCA intends to hire additional staff to 
reach more youth within area schools be-
yond Springfield.

The H.E.R.E. Project’s curriculum is spe-
cifically developed for teens, is inclusive of 
all genders, and is designed for applicability 
across gender, ethnicity, sexual identities, 
and socio-economic backgrounds.

H.E.R.E. Project specifically targets 

Springfield youth ages 12-18 and aims to ed-
ucate youth at risk for teen dating violence, 
sex trafficking of minors, and gang violence. 
During these classes, YWCA employees use 
varied teaching methods such as games, 
small and large group work, and role-play-
ing. With this additional funding, the YWCA 
plans to broaden the project’s scope beyond 
Springfield middle and high schools to 
reach youth in surrounding communities.

YWCA CEO Elizabeth G. Dineen said 
“We are over the moon to receive this valu-
able funding. Our goal is to change the par-
adigm with education. As Maya Angelou 
stated, when you know better, do better. If 
teens learn life-long healthy relationship 
strategies and skills early on, we can eradi-
cate domestic violence and sexual assault 

from our culture.”
The H.E.R.E. Project currently partners 

with 10 Springfield middle and high schools 
to deliver three evidence-based core cur-
ricula: One Love; addresses healthy rela-
tionships and teen dating violence. Youth 
learn how to navigate relationship endings, 
communicate about boundaries, and how 
to identify and implement healthy relation-
ship behaviors; Bout That Life; addresses 
bystander intervention. Youth learn how 
to collaborate to form strategies to safely 
intervene as well as the unique challenges 
faced by BIPOC youth; Not a Number; rais-
es awareness as to what constitutes human 
trafficking and exploitation. Youth learn 
about gang violence, how to recognize the 
recruitment tactics of traffickers, and how 

to safely navigate potential and existing 
exploitative situations. All this information 
will give youth the tools to make safe and 
healthy relationship choices.

YWCA staff visit the participating mid-
dle and high schools once per week for eight 
weeks, and since the start of the program 
over 18 months ago, H.E.R.E. Project has 
served about 600 students.

Those interested in learning more about 
H.E.R.E Project should contact supervisor 
Ada Diaz-Garcia at (413) 732-3121 exten-
sion 127.

Headquartered in Springfield, the YWCA 
also provides services and offers program-
ming to children and women in crisis in 
Northampton, Westfield, Belchertown and 
Holyoke.
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Students get experience with Career Connections 
SPRINGFIELD – On weekdays, Arianna 

Hopkins attends classes as a sophomore 
at West Springfield High School, but every 
other Saturday this spring she and 15 other 
students get a hands-on, thrilling experi-
ence working with talking patient simula-
tors at Springfield Technical Community 
College.

The West Springfield High School stu-
dents are part of the STCC Career Connec-
tions Academy, a free state grant-funded 
program designed to expose high school 
students to high-demand industry options 
such as business administration, healthcare 
and social assistance to help them develop 
knowledge and skills related to their cho-
sen field of study. This cohort was studying 
health care.

“I love it. I think that it’s really cool, es-
pecially the simulation lab,” said Hopkins, a 
sophomore. “I think it’s cool that we get to 
have these kinds of hands-on experiences. 
We are getting a foot in the door and actual 
college experience.”

On a recent Saturday, Hopkins, wearing 
maroon STCC Career Connections Acad-
emy scrubs like her fellow students, sat at 
a patient simulator’s side in a bay in the 
health science building at STCC. The area 
is part of the SIMS Medical Center, which 
uses patient simulation to bridge the gap 
between education and clinical practice.

Hopkins had a talk with the patient, 
who told her about his dietary restrictions 
and other health-related issues. Hopkins 
learned personal details such as his reli-
gion. He said he is a Muslim. Patients are 
voiced by STCC staff who work from a con-
trol room with audio and video equipment.

The high school students are enrolled in 
the three-credit college level course Com-
munication and Professionalism in Health 
Care, which places emphasis on learning to 
communicate effectively in the healthcare 
environment, complying with regulations 
and developing a professional presenta-
tion. The students are part of Innovation 
Pathways at West Springfield High School, 
which exposes students to career options 
and allows them to complete college-level 
coursework before graduating from high 
school.

Wesley Carter, director of the Career 
Connections Academy, said the Communi-
cation and Professionalism class provides 
students in tenth grade an opportunity to 
survey the healthcare industry and learn 
from professionals and professors. Classes 
are taught by STCC professors in the School 
of Health and Patient Simulation.

“We want them to get as much infor-
mation as possible before they make the 
decision about which area of health science 
they want to pursue,” Carter said. “It’s a 

great first course.”
After this spring, students will move 

to higher level courses including medical 
terminology and the hands-on lab safety 
course.

“Through this initiative, students gain 
invaluable hands-on experience, preparing 
them for the demands of the medical field,” 
Dean of Academic Initiatives Matt Grav-
el said. “We are excited to launch Career 
Connections Academy this spring and of-
fer students an opportunity to earn college 
credits and get necessary experience. The 
SIMS Medical Center serves as the perfect 
backdrop for these experiences, providing 
a simulated healthcare environment where 
students can apply their knowledge in prac-
tical settings.”

The SIMS Medical Center is a nationally 
recognized patient simulation facility that 
allows students studying health fields to 
train in an immersive environment. Patient 
simulators look, talk and express them-
selves like real people.

Daniel O’Neill, patient simulation in-
formation coordinator at STCC, told the 
West Springfield students health workers 
encounter patients from different back-
grounds and cultures. The SIMS Center 
aims to reflect real-life encounters.

“The purpose isn’t necessarily for us to 
make it the most realistic,” O’Neill said. “The 

purpose of the simulation is to give you that 
practice of getting in and asking some of 
those questions so that you can have a bet-
ter understanding of how to support that 
patient in their journey in health care.”

“Career Connections Academy has ele-
vated the Dual Enrollment opportunities 
for our students,” Director of Innovation 
Pathways at West Springfield High School 
Elizabeth Marsian-Boucher said. “Those 
in the ‘CCA’ take more than just general 
college requirements; they immerse them-
selves in coursework that aligns with their 
passion.”

Hopkins said she may attend STCC after 
high school to pursue a nursing degree.

“I want to get my associate in nursing 
first, and I was thinking of going to STCC,” 
Hopkins said.

If she does enroll at STCC as a nursing 
student, she may get to go to college for 
free. In the fall of 2023, Massachusetts De-
partment of Higher Education announced 
a Community College Nursing Scholarship 
Program to cover tuition, fees and books 
after other forms of financial aid have been 
exhausted.

If businesses or organizations are look-
ing to partner with STCC Career Connec-
tions Academy, contact Wesley Carter, di-
rector of the Career Connections Academy, 
at whcarter2301@stcc.edu.

Grange holding 
bake, tag sales

FEEDING HILLS – Community Grange 
#382 of Feeding Hills located at 47 North 
West Street will hold an indoor Tag and 
Bake Sale on Saturday, April 20 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  The tag sale will include furni-
ture, bakeware, craft supplies, household 
items, etc. Proceeds will benefit upcoming 
Grange activities.

Lions Club spring 
breakfast on April 28

AGAWAM – Agawam Lions Club will 
be holding their annual spring Breakfast 
on April 28, from 8 to  11 a.m., at the Aga-
wam Lions Den located at the Big E Fair 
Ground. Adult price is $7 and children 10 
and younger $5. Tickets can be purchased 
from a club member or at the door.

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
EASTER PLANTS

LILIES | TULIPS | DAFFODILS

PANSIES | LETTUCE
CABBAGE | ONIONS

PERENNIALS | SEEDS

PERENNIALS  |  ROSES  |  CLEMATIS 
PANSIES  |  HERBS 

LETTUCE  |  CABBAGE  |  SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

Train show to be held next weekend
WEST SPRINGFIELD – On Saturday, 

April 27 and Sunday, April 28, children 15 
and under will have an opportunity to be 
part of two make-and-take model railroad 
programs.

The first is Build a Flatcar Load. Which 
gives kids an opportunity to take a G-scale 
flatcar and build a load for the car using 
a variety of materials provided by the Am-
herst Railway Society. The program runs 
for about an hour, after which all the flat 
cars are run together as a train on one of 
the G-Scale railroads at the show. The flat-
cars and the loads the children build are 
theirs to keep.

The second program is Decorate a 
Building. Which gives kids an opportu-
nity to decorate a G-scale building using 
paints and other materials provided by 
the Amherst Railway Society. The program 
runs for about an hour and a half, and the 
buildings the children decorate are theirs 

to keep.
There are four programs scheduled:
Saturday, April 27: 11 a.m. to noon 

– Build a Flatcar Load
Saturday, April 27: 1 to 2:30 p.m. – Dec-

orate a Building
Sunday, April 28: 11 a.m. to noon – Build 

a Flatcar Load
Sunday, April 28: 1 to 2:30 p.m. – Deco-

rate a Building
There is no charge for the programs, 

but each session is limited to (15) children. 
Children must be registered to participate. 
A parent or guardian must be present with 
their child for the entire program.

To register  for a Kids ON TRACK pro-
gram at the Large Scale Train Show, 
https://amherst-railway-society-store.
myshopify.com/.

The Northeast Large Scale Train Show 
takes place at: Eastern States Exposi-
tion,1305 Memorial Ave.

Golf outing 
fundraiser 
in June

WEST SPRINGFIELD – The Parish Cup-
board, a food pantry and hot lunch pro-
gram located in West Springfield will be 
holding a fundraiser on Saturday June 1 
with it’s annual golf outing.

This event brings together golfers of all 
levels to raise money for the Cupboards 
mission. The tournament is a  noon shot 
gun start Scramble event. Registration be-
gins at 11 a.m. Lunch, dinner, a swag bag, 
contests, prizes and raffles are all part of 
the event.  

Golf is $125 per person. To attend the 
dinner only is $30. Sponsors and prize 
donors are also needed to make the event 
successful.

A tournament sponsor is available for 
$1500, which includes a foursome. Silver 
Tee sponsors are available for $125 and 
Gold Tee sponsors are available for $250.

For more information contact Bob at 
the Parish Cupboard at 413-
794-7969 or email parish-
cupboard@aol.com.

Smith House open for season
AGAWAM – The Agawam Historical 

Association’s Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West St.,  will open for the season 
on Saturday, April 27, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., with several local community orga-
nizations and historical societies on site 
with informational displays. 

Groups confirmed as of press time 
include the Feeding Hills Community 
Grange, Agawam Community Artists & 
Artisans, Agawam Garden Club, Long-
meadow Historical Society, Southwick 
Historical Society, and West Springfield’s 
Ramapogue Historical Society.

A community tag sale will take place 
and the Agawam Historical Association 
will offer deaccessioned and surplus 

items for sale, including an 1860 topo-
graphical wall map of Massachusetts 
and a wide range of town reports from 
the 1890s – 1970s,

Tag sale space is still available, 12’ x 
12’ spaces are $25 and vendors must pro-
vide their own tables and/or tents. All 
proceeds from the space rental will ben-
efit the Agawam Historical Association’s 
efforts to preserve the town’s history at 
the Agawam Historical and Fire House 
Museum and the Thomas Smith House. 
Please contact David at 786-3236 before 
Friday, April 26 to confirm space.

In case of inclement weather, the 
event will take place on, Sunday, April 28, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Stanley Park 
wedding reunion

AGAWAM – As part of the75 anniver-
sary celebration this year there will be a 
Stanley Park wedding reunion on Sunday, 
May 5, at 10:30 a.m. Please join in front of 
the Carillon Tower for a group picture and 
to share wedding stories and pictures. Feel 
free to wear a wedding dress or tuxedo and 
relive your special day as we celebrate 75 
years of love and weddings in Stanley Park.

Yard waste collection starts in April
AGAWAM – On Monday, April 15, 

Spring Yard Waste Collection will begin.  
Yard Waste Collection will take place on 
recycling weeks as identified on the 2024 
Waste Collection Schedule.  

A Week Streets will be collected on 
their recycling collection day on the fol-
lowing weeks: April 15-19; May 13-17; 
June 10-14; August 19-23;

B Week Streets will be collected on 
their recycling collection day on the fol-
lowing weeks: April 22-26; May 20-24; 
June 17-21; August 12-16;

Residents must have their yard waste 
out by 7 a.m. of their scheduled collec-
tion day.

Yard Waste is defined as grass clip-
pings, leaves, weeds, shrub trimmings, 

and brush or limbs under 3” in diameter.
Acceptable Yard Waste preparation: 

30-gallon biodegradable brown bags.  
(Bags left out all winter will not be picked 
up and will need to be re-bagged by the 
resident); Bundled branches and brush 
up to 3 inches in diameter and up to 3’ 
in length, no heavier than 40 lbs bundled 
with organic twine; Barrels no heavier 
than 40 lbs marked as Yard Waste; please 
be sure containers are empty of any rain-
water.  

Not acceptable: Bundles tied with 
wire, nylon or plastic (these items harm 
grinding equipment); Bundles heavier 
than 40 lbs; Brush and limbs greater than 
3” in diameter; Yard waste bags contami-
nated with rocks, soil, or wood chips.

Subscribe to Agawam Advertiser News online: 
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:
I strongly advocate for constructing a new Aga-

wam High School. Despite not having children in 
the district, the deteriorating state of our current 
high school concerns me. It is disheartening for 
both the staff and students to operate in such out-
dated and crumbling conditions.

The absence of a new high school risks our 
town’s accreditation, potentially limiting our grad-
uates’ university options and decreasing district 
funding. Moreover, families might leave Agawam 
in search of better educational opportunities, erod-
ing our tax base and diminishing property values.

Opponents may cite tax increases, but the alter-
native is hardly better. Without a new AHS, we face 
a $73 million bill for essential repairs, which merely 
puts a “band-aid” on significant issues without en-

hancing the school’s facilities. This short-term sav-
ing amounts to a false economy, while it seems like 
we are saving money in the short term, it ultimate-
ly leads to greater costs or lost opportunities in 
the long term, especially compared to neighboring 
towns like West Springfield and East Longmead-
ow, where students benefit from modern schools.

Investing in a new high school is not just a fi-
nancial decision-it is a commitment to our com-
munity’s future, signaling a belief in the poten-
tial of our students and the value of our town. A 
better school infrastructure can uplift our entire 
community. Let us not compromise our children’s 
future for the sake of minor tax savings. A rising 
tide lifts all boats, and a new AHS promises to be 
that tide.

Sean Wandrei

High school is outdated

Dear Editor:
As a member of the first class to go through 

four full years at the current Agawam High School 
building, graduating in 1959, it is very clear to me 
that the new high school is our best choice.

When voting on the June 11 ballot question, it 
is important to understand what a yes or no vote 
means. A “no” vote means the new high school will 
not be built and we will be stuck with the alterna-
tive of repairs with no state reimbursement and a 
much higher cost to taxpayers in the long run.

Voting “yes” on June 11 allows a proposition 2 
1/2 debt exclusion, approving the new high school 
and allowing us to to maintain reserves, and thus 
the town’s good financial standing and high bond 
rating. It means the town can borrow money at 

a lower rate when needed and that the town will 
have resources available for unexpected or emer-
gency expenses.

I highly recommend that people attend at least 
one of Mayor Johnson’s presentations to ask ques-
tions and understand the facts. Two key questions 
to ask to get the facts: 1) what will happen if the 
debt exclusion ballot question does not pass, and 
2) what is the planning for Town Hall and Police 
Station and how will this effect taxes.

Mayor Johnson’s presentations are on: April 18, 
from 6 to 7 p.m., at St. David’s Church; April 24, at 
6 p.m.., at the Phelps School Library; April 25, at 
12:15 p.m., at the Senior Center, and May 1, at 6:30 
p.m., at Sapelli School Cafeteria.

Corinne M. Wingard

Attend presentations to be informed about project

When should 
my wife claim her 

Social Security benefit?
Dear Rusty 

I just saw an article which said that 
certain spousal options were going away, 
but there are still good options for when a 
spouse can claim. I am filing for my Social 
Security to start in October when I turn 
70. My wife’s Full Retirement Age is in De-
cember, and she now plans to file then for 
half of what my FRA benefit would have 
been (our original plan was for both to file 
in August). My wife’s main reason for de-
laying until her FRA is to lock her into my 
maximum benefit if she has to someday 
change to Survivor’s Benefit. Will this be 
gone for us? Neither of us was born before 
Jan. 1, 1954. Please advise. 

Signed: Planning for Both

Dear Planning
I expect that the article you refer to 

was speaking of the option to claim only 
a spousal benefit first and allow one’s 
personal SS retirement benefit to grow. 
That option was available only to those 
who were born before 1954 and had 
reached full retirement age. As you now 
know that option is not available to you. 

Assuming your wife’s highest benefit 
entitlement will be as your spouse, your 
current strategy – you claim your max-
imum benefit to start in October at age 
70 and your wife starts her benefit in De-
cember at her FRA  is a good one which 
will yield the maximum possible month-
ly benefit for both of you. But for clari-
ty, your wife’s survivor benefit as your 
widow has nothing to do with when she 
claims her spouse benefits now.  

The only thing which will affect your 
wife’s benefit as your surviving spouse 
is her age when she claims the survivor 
benefit. If she has already reached her 
FRA of 66 years and 8 months when you 
pass, she will get 100% of the amount you 
were receiving when you died, instead of 
the smaller spousal amount she was re-
ceiving while you were living. Her survi-
vor benefit would only be less than 100% 
of yours if she claimed it before reaching 
her full retirement age (which, of course, 
we hope would not to be the case).  

Just so you have the complete picture, 
your wife could, if desired, claim her So-
cial Security to start at the same time 
as you in October but, since that would 
be earlier than her FRA, the amount she 
would get would be less than 50% of 
your FRA entitlement. Her spouse ben-
efit would be reduced by 0.694% for each 
month earlier than her FRA it starts. 

For example, if your wife starts her 
spousal benefit in October when your 
benefit starts, she will get about 98.6% 
of the amount she would get if she wait-
ed until December to start her benefits. 
That’s a permanent reduction, so if your 

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will 
be printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will 
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.

Election letters to the editor welcome

SECURITY   ❙   page 5
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OpinionOpinion

A Blandford resident saw a male 
northern flicker during the April 4 
snowstorm among other birds at 

her snowbound feeding station. 
I saw a male northern flicker before the 

snow storm last week near the Barre line. 
The day after the snow, I saw one  by the 
edge of the road at the ball-field in the cen-
ter of Oakham, the only bare spot.

The northern flicker is about 13 inches 
long. Distinguishing marks include a black 
bid or necklace under its throat, black 
spots on its breast, gray head and long 
beak. The male has has a black line at the 
base of its bill, which the female lacks. Both 
have a red patch on the neck and a white 
rump, clearly visible in flight. 

The flicker is the only ground feeding 

woodpecker. Ants make up almost half of 
its diet. It also catches insects in the air and 
eats fruit, berries and seeds. It will come to 
feeders like the one in Blandford. 

Flickers are cavity nesters and excavate 
a hole in a tree, fence post or cactus. They 
will use a nest box. The female lays sev-
en to nine white eggs. They make a loud 
“kekekekeke” for territorial display and a 
“woikawoikawoka” during courtship. They 
also do muffled volleys of drumming.

Flocks of robins
The Blandford resident also had a flock 

of about 25 robins in her yard. She said they 
departed before she could shovel clear strip 
of grass for them and put out mealworms. I 
saw many robins along the side of the after 
last Thursdays snowstorm and the day af-
ter as there was no other area clear of snow. 

Pileated woodpecker holes
I received a photo from a Charlton res-

ident showing a tree with numerous holes 
made by a pileated woodpecker. It was im-
pressive.

I usually hear the pileated woodpecker 
more than I see them. Recently, I heard one 
and looked for it in the area of its hammer-
ing. I saw this one and it kept up its exca-
vating as I watched it.

More snowstorm bird
A Brimfield resident, who sends me 

frequent bird sightings, said, “During the 
snow storm last week in addition to the 
usual suspects we had a field sparrow, a 
Carolina wren and about 36 goldfinch visit 
the yard. Some of the male goldfinch were 
beginning to show some yellow plumage.”

Black vultures
The Brimfield resident said his wife saw 

two black vultures in the center of Brim-
field feeding on a dead opossum. He said, 
“They are showing up in western Massa-
chusetts more often recently.”

Turkey vultures
A favorite roost for turkey vultures is 

near the transfer station in Barre on De-
pot Road. I saw several vultures circling 
over the area, several perched on lamp 
posts and a shed at the transfer station. 
One on the lamp post had its wings 
spread out. It was quite a sight to see.

I saw a turkey vulture spreading its 
wings like that several years ago on one 
of the high tension line poles in Oakham. 
It almost looked like it flew into the post.

Ospreys and herons
This Brimfield resident makes reg-

ular trips to several ponds. He said in 
his most recent email, “In Warren at the 
pond on South Street the osprey pair 
that have nested there the past three 
years have returned. Last year there 
were three great blue heron nests there 
that produced young. This year only one 
pair of herons has returned so far. At my 
last visit it looked like a heron was incu-
bating eggs or maybe just sitting down?”

He also said, “At the great blue her-
on rookery at Conant Brook Dam in 
Monson there are four nest this year. 
On a visit last week the four nests had 
birds incubating eggs. There were six 
nest here last year but one of the trees 
with a nest looked like it was in danger 
of falling over, guess it did. And anoth-
er nest has disappeared.” He said there 
is an osprey pair at the playing fields in 
Wilbraham by the YMCA/Spec Pond. He 
saw one of osprey bring sticks to the nest 
and at another visit one was sitting on 
the nest.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at exten-
sion 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.
com or edowner@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

wife’s life expectancy is at least average 
about 87, it’s likely still wisest for her to 
wait until her FRA to start benefits. But 
in any case, when your wife claims her 
spousal benefit now will have no effect 
on the survivor benefit she will get as 
your future widow. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

 CLUES ACROSS
 1. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

  4. For each
  7. Airborne (abbr.)
 10. Photographs
 11. They __
 12. It’s important in 

respiration (abbr.)
 13. Monetary unit
 15. Cool!
 16. A son of Jacob
 19. Cut off
 21. Devour
 23. Agent of one’s 

downfall
 24. Best
 25. Network of nerves
 26. Partner to “oohs”
 27. Origins
 30. Sewing utensil
 34. Alias
 35. Swiss river 
 36. Greek 

mythological figure
 41. Type of whiskey

 45. Lay to rest
 46. “Rule, Britannia” 

composer
 47. Select jury
 50. Feeling
 54. Action regarded as 

morally wrong
 55. Makes angry
 56. Act incorrectly
 57. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 59. Class of escort 

aircraft carrier
 60. To what degree
 61. Buzzing insect
 62. The human foot
 63. “The Leftovers” 

actress Dowd
 64. A place to stay
 65. Sun up in New 

York

CLUES DOWN
  1. An involuntary 

muscular 
contraction

  2. Earnest

  3. Cuts out surgically
  4. Can’t move
  5. Baseball stat
  6. British soldier
  7. Traditional medicine 

plants
  8. Political party 

controlled by 
managers

  9. Hebrew prophet
 13. Supporter
 14. Relative biological 

effectiveness 
(abbr.)

 17. Liberty Mutual 
mascot

 18. Georgia rockers
 20. A place where 

building is done
 22. Large, deep-bodied 

fish
 27. Clothing retailer
 28. Supplement with 

difficulty
 29. Annoy constantly
 31. Founder of Babism
 32. Indigenous person 

in parts of Asia
 33. Sea eagle
 37. Leave behind
 38. Time of day
 39. Colorless 

crystalline 
compound

 40. They lay out course 
requirements

 41. A diamond has 
three

 42. Algerian coastal 
city

 43. Remove cover
 44. Rechristened
 47. Distinctive practice
 48. Defunct phone 

company
 49. Turkish officer of 

high rank
 51. Eliminate from the 

body
 52. Witness
 53. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 58. Founding Father 

Franklin

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate 
your graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76     SPECIAL $55

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION 

MAY 17th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turley.com

MAIL YOUR 
AD WITH 

PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or 
credit card: 

Checks Payable to
Turley Publications. 

Credit Cards 
be sure to include: 

Newspaper you would 
like the ad to appear, 
Your Name, Address, 

Phone Number, 
Credit Card Number,
 Exp. Date & CVV.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS  •  413.283.8393  • www.turley.com

Honor Your Graduate

2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
CARLY 
SMITH
We are so proud 
of you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck at 
Springfield 
College.

Love Mom, Dad, John and Chloe

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

▼

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 6

Northern Flicker

SECURITY   ❚   from page 4

Osprey
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END ..........

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS .........................

USDA INSP. 

$209
lb

SALE DATES: 4/18/24-4/24/24

$179

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .....$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL BUFFET HAM ........$299

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$349
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF SHIN MEET ..................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................ lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK

PARMESEAN BREADED 
TALAPIA FILLETS 24 OZ BAG ......... ea

$499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

BEEF EYE ROOUND 
WHOLE

$399

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ..........

$444
lb

$299

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Featuring more than 40 artists from Western MA and Northern CT. 
Oils, acrylics, watercolors, wood carvings, sculpture, photography, 

mixed media, and more. Live art demonstrations. 
Remembrances from the Southwick Historical Society. 

Musical performances each day.

Southwick Town Hall
454 College Highway, RTS 10 and 202

www.southwickma.org/cultural-council

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

I bet there are a few garden enthusiasts 
out there with seedlings up and grow-
ing indoors.  
My tomatoes are just poking through, 

but my peppers are ready for transplant-
ing. Why transplant you ask? It’s import-
ant that we give our young plants room 
to spread out!  

If seeds were sown in rows, chances 
are that several seedlings have sprouted 
and are now growing within a close prox-
imity to one another. They are competing 
for nutrients and moisture. 

Even if two seeds were sown in a single 
cell of a six-pack and both germinated, 
they too are competing with one anoth-
er in that tiny of a space. So, if we want 
garden center quality seedlings, we must 
transplant them to their own cell or small 
pot.

You know a seedling is ready for trans-
plant when it has its “true leaves,” not the 
cotyledon leaves that were first to sprout 
from the seed, but those that come right 
after.  At this point in growth plant roots 
aren’t tangled up and therefore trans-
plant shock can be kept to a minimum.

Although the seedlings may be tiny 
and appear fragile, transplanting them is 
quite simple. 

First, take a wooden plant label or 

dull butter knife and “cut” into the row 
of seedlings. Then, use your implement 
“spatula-style” to remove a small cluster 
of plants from the bottom up.  

I always tell folks to “think brownies!” 
Be careful to get as many roots as you can.  

Once you’ve done this it is time to sep-
arate them from one another. Gently pull 
on a leaf, not the stem, to pry them apart.  

Think of it this way:  the plant has 
two leaves but only one stem. If it should 
snap, that’s it! Leaves on the other hand, 
can and will be replaced if accidentally 
torn off.

Individual seedlings can be planted in 
small containers or cell packs filled with 
soilless growing medium. We steer clear 
of garden soil because of the pathogens 
and weed seeds it may contain as well as 
its tendency not to drain very well.  

Soilless mix is sterile, and has the 
ability to retain moisture yet drain free-

ly- just what the young seedling needs as 
it grows additional roots and top growth.  

Make a hole in the moistened grow-
ing medium with your finger, a pencil or 
wooden dibble. Insert the seedling to the 
correct depth then firm around it with 
your fingers.  

Most are transplanted to the same 
depth they were growing in the pack. 

One exception is tomatoes; they can 
be buried deeper than they started out. 
This is because tomatoes have the abili-
ty to make roots along the length of their 
stem.   

Another exception are marigolds. 
More roots mean healthier shoots!  

Water the transplants well with a gen-
tle spray.  They can now be put back un-
der the artificial lights you’ve rigged up.  

Continue to keep the lights with-
in inches of the plants for the stockiest 
growth. Or, if you’re lucky enough to have 

a sunroom or hobby greenhouse, the 
seedlings will thrive there!  

Shade them from direct sun for a few 
days after transplant to prevent wilting. 
Soon the roots will recover from the 
shock of transplant and will again be able 
to sustain the plant.   

Night time temperatures can dip as 
low as 50 degrees for most plants. In fact, 
lower night temps will help to ensure the 
stocky specimen we desire. 

Fertilize with half-strength liquid 
plant food every 10 days to two weeks. 
Begin to “harden-off ” your transplants 
a couple of weeks prior to putting in the 
ground. 

Thus far they have been kept in a care-
fully controlled environment. Planting 
them without a period of acclimatization 
may mean disaster!   

Place them outdoors in a shady spot 
protected from the wind for only a few 
hours each day. As the days progress keep 
them out longer and increase their expo-
sure to bright sun and wind.  

Don’t forget to water during this pro-
cess, but forgo all fertilizer. 

With less than two months to go until 
the danger of frost is officially passed, our 
home grown seedlings won’t have long to 
wait, and neither will we!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 

OpinionOpinion
Transplanting your homegrown seedlings

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by



April 18, 2024    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 7

Brayden Federico throws on the run.
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Ludlow defeats AgawamFalcons third quarter rally hurts Brownies
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – Less than 
a minute into the second half, 
the Agawam girls’ lacrosse team 
was only trailing Valley Wheel 
League rival Minnechaug Re-
gional by a goal. 

It didn’t remain a close game 
for very long. The Lady Falcons 
scored the final five goals of the 
third period and added three 
more goals during the final pe-
riod enroute to a 16-9 home win 
over the Brownies, last Thurs-
day afternoon.

“This is a very good win 
for us,” said Minnechaug head 
coach Maggie Kennedy. “I 
thought we played very well as 
a team, and this victory moves 
us a little bit closer to the .500 
mark.”

Entering the school vaca-
tion week, the Lady Falcons had 
a 2-3 overall record and a 1-1 
league record.

After losing to Agawam three 
times in 2022, Minnechaug 
swept the season series a year 
ago. 

Junior Rylee Welch and se-
nior captain Kaliana Gagnon 
each scored five goals for the 
Lady Falcons in the first meet-
ing of the 20024 regular season 
against the Brownies (1-2, 0-1). 
Five other Lady Falcons players 
scored at least one goal.  

“Having several different 
goals scorers is huge for us,” 
Kennedy added. “Kaliana and 
Rylee have been our leading 
scorers so far this season.”

Gagnon entered the school 
vacation week with a team-lead-
ing 20 goals, while Welch scored 
13 goals in the first five games of 
the regular season.

The other two Lady Falcons 
senior captains are Brenna Slat-
tery, and Ainsley Sheehan. 

The Brownies’ leading scorer 
was senior captain Emma Mur-
ray with six goals. She scored 
three goals in each half.      

“We rely on Emma to be one 
of our leading goal scorers in 
every game,” said Agawam head 
coach Carla Lemnah-Warner. 

Jorgenson nets OT game-winner
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM – The Agawam boys’ varsity 
lacrosse team hasn’t had very much suc-
cess against Tantasqua Regional during 
the past decade. That all changed in the 
only meeting of the regular season be-
tween the two squads. 

After battling back from a three-goal 

deficit to tie the score late in the fourth 
period, Agawam junior Riley Jorgensen 
netted the game-winning goal with 1:54 
remaining in overtime. It gave his team a 
thrilling 8-7 victory over the Warriors at 
Harmon A Smith Field, last Tuesday after-
noon.

“We lost to Tantasqua twice last year 
and we held a 5-0 lead in one of those 
games,” said Jorgensen, who joined the var-

sity lacrosse team as a freshman. “It feels 
amazing to finally beat them in overtime.”

The last time that Agawam defeated 
Tantasqua in a boys’ lacrosse match was 

during the 2014 regular season when they 
celebrated a 10-6 win. 
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Justin Lareau makes a catch.Jaden Holloway winds up for a shot on goal.

Liam Grealis 
circles the goal 
in the offensive 
zone for Agawam.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY 

WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Lydian Phommachanh squares up a nice return hit.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY

Autumn Vincze returns the ball. Left, Olivia 
Gryszowka goes for a point in first singles.

AGAWAM – Last Tuesday 
afternoon, Ludlow girls tennis 
picked up the win at Agawam 
High School 4-1. All of the win-
ners in the contest won in straight 
sets. Malina Dinis took the top 
victory in first singles. Ludlow 
also got wins by Gabriella Perei-
ra in second singles, and Isabella 
Cyr in third singles. Sophia Alvaro 
and Ashlyn Mortimer got the win 
in second doubles. Winning for 
Agawam was the doubles com-
bination of Autumn Vincze  and 
Lydian Phommachanh. Ludlow is 
2-0 to start the season while Aga-
wam is out to a 2-3 start.

Angelina Kozhenevsky sprints up the 
field with the ball.

Emiley Bussiere-Sykes takes her shot.

Emma Murray fires a shot on goal.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY SOFIA DIGRANDE

Gabby Cosentini balances the ball 
as she makes a catch.

Finnola Mahoney looks for an open 
teammate.
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HoopHall announces unique new exhibit

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame an-
nounced another brand 
new exhibit coming to 
the museum this 
summer titled The 
Vault: Boston Celt-
ics Unlocked. This 
innovative and im-
mersive experience 
will be unlike any-
thing the Basketball 
Hall of Fame has previ-
ously produced. The Hall 
of Fame has collaborated 
with the NBA’s most storied 
franchise to present this inau-
gural installation of The Vault. 

“We are excited to launch another state-
of-the-art space in the world’s finest sports 
museum,” said John L. Doleva, President 
and CEO of the Basketball Hall of Fame. 
“The Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked is a 
limited engagement that will feature a 

finely crafted experience 
that will capture 
the imagination of 
sports fans and 

speak to the heart 
of what makes 
basketball the 
world’s most 
popular game.” 

Matt Zeys-
ing, Vice Presi-

dent of Curatori-
al for the museum, 

began working on 
The Vault concept 
more than a year 
ago. “We knew we 
wanted to create 
something spec-

tacular, something that basketball fans 
had never seen before. The Boston Celtics 
represent a winning tradition that is sec-
ond to none and that tradition still con-
tinues today.   To that end, our team has 

carefully curated and brought together the 
most sought-after Celtic memorabilia in 
the world.”

Set in an immersive bank vault, Celt-
ics legends from the past and present will 
take visitors on an epic journey to discover 
the true meaning of Celtic Pride. The Vault 
will feature authentic game-worn jerseys, 
championship rings, the original ’81 NBA 
championship trophy, long-lost footage, 
and much more. 

“The Boston Celtics are honored to 
bring their history and tradition to life with 
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in 
The Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked,” said 
Boston Celtics Team President Rich Go-
tham. “We hope fans enjoy this immersive 
experience, which will showcase unique 
memorabilia and celebrate the Celtics’ sto-
ried legacy.”

Visitors will enjoy an exclusive display 
of Celtics memorabilia for a limited period. 
Tickets for the museum can be purchased 
online at etix.com or at the door.

Roster spots still 
open in Quabbin 
Valley Over-28 
Baseball League

Rosters spots are dwindling, but 
there are still some spots available as 
the Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball 
League prepares for its season open-
er on Sunday, April 28 featuring three 
games.

Registration for the 2024 season is 
now open and any interested players 
can go to www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org to get registered, or to seek more in-
formation or make inquiries about the 
league. The league website will also be 
updated over the next month with in-
formation about the upcoming season.

The league plays most Sunday from 
late April through late August with 
playoffs following that. The league 
plays a 15-game schedule and typically 
fields six teams each year. Games are 
usually played at 10 a.m. with fields in 
Easthampton and South Hadley used 
as well some expansion to the sur-
rounding area this season. The league 
does not play on Mother’s Day or Me-
morial Day weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league is an 
all-abilities league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players who are age 
28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligi-
ble to pitch in the league. Your 
age for eligibility is what-
ever age you will turn 
in 2024. The league 
is also able to 
e n t e r t a i n i n g 
taking in an 
entire group as 
a team to add 
to the league. 
Please email the 
league board for 
to inquire about 
entering a team.

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

“She’s also one of our captains. Our cap-
tains are our leaders, but the younger play-
ers are starting to step up.”   

Alexis Hurley and Angelina Kozhen-
evsky are the other two Agawam senior 
captains.

The first 24 minutes of last Thursday’s 
match was a very close affair. 

Both Agawam sophomore goalie Kilee 
Barna and Minnechaug junior goalie Nhi 
Nguyen finished the contest with eight 
saves.

Gagnon and freshman Sophia Kozub 
combined to score the first two goals of the 
opening period, which were both unassist-
ed, for the home team. 

An unassisted goal by Murray put her 
team on the scoreboard for the first time 
with 3:35 remaining in the opening period. 

With less than three minutes remaining 
in the period, a goal by Sheehan gave the 
Lady Falcons a two-goal lead again (3-1).  

Agawam tied the score for the first time 
at 3-3 in the middle of the second period 
following back-to-back free position goals 
from Murray. 

The Lady Falcons responded with three 
unanswered goals from junior Ella Sarno, 
Gagnon, and Welch.

With 0.4 seconds remaining on the 
scoreboard clock, Agawam sophomore 
Sarah Kriebel closed out the first half with 
another free position goal.

The Brownies, who were trailing, 6-4, at 

the break, got a little bit closer 33 seconds 
into the third period when Murray scored 
her fourth goal, which was unassisted.

After stealing a pass, Gagnon scored the 
Lady Falcons first goal of the second half. 

A couple of minutes later, an Agawam 
player received a yellow card and was sent 
to the box for two minutes.

The Lady Falcons took full advantage of 
the man-up situation, as they built a 10-5 
lead following two goals from Welch and 
another one by Sarno.

“Scoring man-up goals are always very 
important,” Kennedy said. “It just helped us 
keep the lead.”    

Minnechaug other two goals in the third 
period were scored by senior Mack Dona-
hue and Gagnon. 

Holding a 12-5 advantage entering the 
final twelve minutes of the match, Min-
nechaug senior Jenna Scatolini added her 
name to the scoring column a minute into 
the fourth period.

Agawam tried to make a comeback with 
back-to-back goals from Kriebel and Mur-
ray, which closed the gap to 13-7. 

The home team answered back with 
three more goals, which sealed their victo-
ry. Gagnon scored one of those goals and 
Welch scored the other two.

Junior Isabella Spaulding and Murray 
scored the final two goals of the match for 
the visiting team. 

The Brownies will look to even the sea-
son series when they host the Lady Falcons 
on April 29. 
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Registration now open for Bay State Games
WOBURN – Registration for the 42nd 

annual Bay State Summer Games is now 
open. The 2024 Summer Games will in-
clude thirty sports with competitions from 
May 11 – July 27 at venues throughout 
eastern and central Massachusetts includ-
ing Game On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports 
Institute in Wellesley, Union Point Sports 
Complex in Weymouth, and North Star Ice 
Sports in Westborough. Bay State Games 
participants range in age from 5 to over age 
75 and represent more than 300 Massachu-
setts communities as well as surrounding 
New England States in some sports. From 
grassroots participants to accomplished 
amateur athletes, the Bay State Games 
provide opportunities for the athlete in all 
of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports will 

take place for a variety of sports, including 
baseball, basketball, field hockey, ice hock-
ey, soccer, softball, and volleyball. Athletes 
currently in grade 8-11 who live or go to 
school in Massachusetts are eligible to at-
tend regional tryouts during the month of 
June. These tryouts will determine teams 
representing the various regions of the 
Commonwealth that will compete against 
each other in July. Check each sport page 
for specific eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide va-
riety of individual sports including swim-
ming, track & field, figure skating, pickle-
ball, wrestling, weightlifting, badminton, 
and more. These sports are open to a wide 
range of ages and skill levels from youth 
participants to masters-aged athletes. 
Adaptive sport divisions in archery, swim-

ming, and track & field are offered, as well. 
Bay State Games also organizes tourna-
ments for pre-existing teams in rugby, and 
6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will 
take place on June 1 at PingPod in Boston 
after a 5-year hiatus from the Summer 
Games sport lineup. New venues include 
Babson College, which will host the Girls 
Basketball Showcase, and NorthStar Ice 
Sports, which will host Figure Skating 
and the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase. Game 
On in Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue 
for eight sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families to attend 
competitions at Game On during the sec-
ond week of July. 

For questions, email info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555.
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Win keeps playoff hopes alive for Thunderbirds
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-

derbirds (30-35-3-2) snapped their six-
game slide with a 4-2 comeback win over 
the Providence Bruins (40-20-6-3) on Sun-
day afternoon inside a sold-out MassMutu-
al Center, the 19th such crowd this season.

The afternoon started rocky, as Patrick 
Brown connected on a forehander from 
the slot area on the day’s first shot to give 
Providence a 1-0 lead 46 seconds into the 
contest. 

T-Birds starting goaltender Colten Ellis 
put himself into a pickle at 9:24 of the first 
when he mishandled a puck to the side of 
his net. After a pair of Bruins dislodged it, 
the third man on the attack, rookie Jaxon 

Nelson, deked to the backhand to beat Ellis 
and give Providence a 2-0 advantage. It was 
Nelson’s first professional goal. 

Brandon Bussi drew the net for the Bru-
ins, and after shutting out the T-Birds on 
March 10, he had his sights on duplicating 
the feat on Sunday, holding the T-Birds off 
the board past the midpoint of regulation.

With their backs against the wall, the 
T-Birds leaned on their Man of the Year to 
jumpstart the squad. Off a draw at 13:08 
of the middle stanza, Drew Callin pushed 
past his opponent to hack a shot toward 
Bussi’s crease. The normally stout net-
minder sprung a leak this time as the puck 
sneaked under his legs to get Springfield on 

the board, cutting the lead to 2-1.
Following matching minors and anoth-

er penalty to the Bruins, Springfield’s man 
advantage earned a 4-on-3 opportunity, 
and the AHL’s leading goal scorer made his 
presence known as Adam Gaudette rifled 
a one-time snapper over Bussi’s glove at 
14:40, tying the score off a perfect cross-ice 
setup by Jakub Vrana. 

Special teams proved paramount for 
Springfield, as the penalty kill went a per-
fect 5-for-5, including two clutch success-
es in the final period. Gaudette provided 
more heroics at 10:32 of the third when 
he skated in on the right wing on a 2-on-
1 and blistered a wrist shot over Bussi’s 

blocker to give the T-Birds a 3-2 lead on his 
44th goal of the season. The two-goal day 
for Gaudette was his 12th such game this 
season. 

With Providence clamoring for an 
equalizer in the final minute, Callin, rook-
ie Dylan Peterson, and Keean Washkurak 
gutted out a defensive zone sequence to 
clear their end. Washkurak capped things 
off with an empty-netter from the red line 
to give the T-Birds the victory. 

The T-Birds look to earn a second 
straight win over the Bruins when they 
travel to Providence for a rematch on Fri-
day night at the Amica Mutual Pavilion at 
7:05 p.m.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
  LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING
    AGAWAM 

CITY COUNCIL
The Agawam City Council 

will conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, May 6, 2024, 
at 7:00pm on TR-2024-29 
the Capital Improvement 
Program for Fiscal Year 2025 
to Fiscal Year 2029 as submit-
ted to the City Council by the 
Mayor on April 11, 2024.  

The Capital Improvement 
Program is a prioritized plan 
of proposed capital improve-
ments over the next five fiscal 
years.  A capital improvement 
is a project or undertaking 
which provides for the plan-
ning, design, construction, 
reconstruction, renovation or 
replacement of a public build-
ing or facility; an addition to a 
public building or facility; the 
purchase of land, buildings or 
facilities for a public purpose; 
or a long range development 
study. 

TR-2024-29 which is 
the Capital Improvement 
Program for Fiscal Year 2025 
to Fiscal Year 2029 is avail-
able for public inspection on 
the Town of Agawam website 
(www.agawam.ma.us) or by 
emailing the office of the City 
Clerk for an electronic copy at 
vgioscia@agawam.ma.us.  

BY ORDER OF:
Rosemary Sandlin, 

President
Agawam City Council

04/18, 04/25/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD24P0733GD
In the matter of: 

Barbara Jean Mitchell
Of: Feeding Hills, MA

RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated 

Person 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been 
filed by Department Of 
Developmental Serv of 
Springfield, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Barbara Jean Mitchell 
is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that

 Jimmie F. Mitchell of 
Springfield, MA

Pe n n y  M i t c h e l l  o f 
Springfield, MA

(or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on 
the return date of 04/30/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 

written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ-
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specif-
ic facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 03, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/18/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0105CA 
In the matter of: 

Mackenzie Elizabeth 
Surreira

CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change 
Name of Minor has been filed 
by Mackenzie Elizabeth of 
Agawam, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Corey David Surreira
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 05/10/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  April 12, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/18/2024

Legal Notice of Private Sale
Notice is hereby given by  

USA Towing, 71 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030, 
sale of a motor vehicle pursu-
ant to the provisins of M.G.L. 
C. 255, Section 39A, that on 
April 22, 2024 at 8:00 a.m., at 
USA Towing, said motor vehi-
cle will be sold at a private 
sale to satisfy the garage keep-
er’s lien for towing, storage 
and costs of sale. 

2017 Dodge Journey
VIN: 3C4PDCBG0HT523077
No plates w/vehicle
Last known reg. owner:
Robert Nobriga Jr.
93 Reynolds St., Apt. A
Danielson, CT 06239

04/04, 04/11, 04/18/2024

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

“Today’s game was very exciting,” said 
Agawam head coach Joe Heney. “It was 
nice to see the kids battle back in the 
fourth period. No matter what the score 
is we’re always going to play as hard as we 
can. That’s something that we take tre-
mendous pride in.”  

Jorgensen, who netted a game-high five 
goals in the non-league match, scored a 
game-winning goal for the first time in a 
varsity game. The five goals was also a ca-
reer high for him. He scored five goals in 
a pair of victories against Chicopee Comp 
and Northampton a year ago.  

The Brownies (2-1) won the face-off at 
the start of the four-minute sudden-victo-
ry overtime period, and they were able to 
keep possession of the ball.   

About 30 seconds before Jorgensen 
ended the match, Agawam had a very good 
scoring opportunity. Senior captain Nicho-
las Ugolini fired a shot at Tantasqua senior 

goalie Sam Panek (13 saves), who was able 
to deflect it away. The Brownies quickly 
regained possession of the ball and that’s 
when Jorgensen scored the game-winning 
goal.  

“We were able to recover the ball first 
before it got to the end line,” said Jor-
gensen, who was also a member of the 
Brownies boys’ varsity basketball team 
this past winter. “Then I received a pass 
from one of my teammates before firing a 
shot into the net. It just felt great because 
my whole team was counting on me to 
score a goal.”

The Warriors, who made the trip to 
Western Mass. with a 2-0 record, suffered 
their first loss of the regular season.

“Agawam played a little bit better than 
we did today,” said Tantasqua head coach 
James Putney. “We like to play fast and 
score a lot of goals, but they slowed the 
game down and controlled possession 
more. We do have a lot of potential and 
we’re still trying to put the pieces together.”  

The visitors from Fiskdale took a 1-0 
lead 22 seconds into the opening peri-
od following a goal by senior Aiden Way. 
Sophomore Michalak Fenton was credit-
ed with the assist.

Then back-to-back goals by sopho-
more Brayden Federico and Jorgensen 
gave the home team the lead for the first 
time.  

Way scored another goal with 3:05 re-
maining in the first period tying the score 
at 2-2. 

Less than two minutes into the second 
period, Jorgensen scored his second goal 
which gave the lead back to the Brownies. 

Following an unassisted goal by soph-
omore Zach Godek, the Warriors retook 
lead when senior Trevor Harris fired a 
shot into the net past Agawam sopho-
more goalie Jordin Agosto (12 saves) with 
6:40 left in the second period. 

Neither team scored during the final 
six minutes of the first half and the War-
riors held a slim 4-3 halftime advantage.

With 7:53 left in the third period, 
Godek scored his second goal, which was 
unassisted.

A little more than a minute later, the 
Brownies cut their deficit to 5-4 following 
a Jorgenson goal. That goal was assisted 
by Federico, who entered the match with 
a team leading with five goals and four 
assists.   

Two more goals by seniors Pat Dunn 
and Landon Rice helped the Warriors 
build a 7-4 lead during the first six min-
utes of the final period.

The Brownies battled back with goals 
from sophomore Casey Thomas, soph-
omore Jaden Holloway, and Jorgensen, 
which sent the contest into overtime.

Jorgensen, who had scored a total of 
four goals in the Brownies first two games 
of the regular season, became the hero a 
little more than two minutes later.  

“Riley is a great kid,” Heney said. “I’m 
very happy that he scored the game-win-
ning goal in overtime.” 
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SportsSports

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
2022 38 FT. FIFTH WHEEL 
CAMPER. Solar roof, fireplace, 2 
a/c’s, ceiling fan, outdoor kitchen, 2 
dr. refrigerator, large island and bar, all 
leather. Used five months. Call 413-
668-6862.

TV & STEREO CABINET. 55”h x 
60”l. Cabinet doors to hide TV and 2 
storage drawers. Wood & glass. Very 
good condition. $200. 413-589-7642 
or 413-575-5285.

TAG SALE
RUTLAND, MASS. – 28th annual 
town-wide yard sale. Sat., April 
27 - 200+ participants. Maps at town 
lines and on common (Route 122A and 
56) starting at 7:15 a.m. Rain or shine. 
Join the fun!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING: ANTIQUES & 
OLD COLLECTABLES.

We are looking to buy antiques: tobac-
co tins, cigar boxes, advertising tins, 
old coffee cans, brass figures, beer 
trays, beer taps, toy collections. These 
are just some of the examples we are 
looking for. Please reach out via email 
or text: teestreasures413@gmail.
com. 413-374-7388.

WANTED 
OLD FISHING TACKLE

Wood lures, bamboo fly rods, any 
fishing items. Call 860-899-5105.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save 
time while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

              
 Call or text 413-266-9975

                    
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets.  

Call/text Melvin 413-265-6737 
to set up your visit.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Buying? 
Selling?

Our
Classifieds

Get 
Results!

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Summer EventSummer Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes May 22.

Deadline for submissionsDeadline for submissions
is April 22.is April 22.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

Compensatory flood storage areas 
are areas set aside to give water a place 
to go when a river floods. 

“If you were to look at a map of that 
area of the floodplain you would see that 
there are large areas that are lower than 
the surrounding areas and they’re desig-
nated by the army corp as compensatory 
flood areas,” Johnson said. 

Additionally, Johnson mentioned that 
some residents have reported issues of 
flooding in their basements. 

He claimed that the problem is 
caused by the current high levels of 
groundwater in the area. 

“Right now the Connecticut River 
is at or near flood stage,” Johnson said. 
“When that happens, property that is 
within the flood plain of the river when 
the river level goes up, ground water 
goes up with it.”

Holyoke and Northampton have al-
ready declared their areas of the river at 
flood stage, Johnson imagines that Aga-
wam is not far behind. 

“If you go down and take a look at 
[the river], it’s as high as it’s been in a 
very long time,” Johnson said. 

This high water level has been caused 
by the amount of rain the area has had 

recently. Additionally, the conditions are 
worse due to the warmer winter the area 
had this year. 

“We had an extremely wet year last 
year and over the winter, instead of get-
ting snow, we got mostly rain storms 
and I think since the beginning of March 
we’ve had at least five or six inches of 
rain,” Johnson said. “So we have soil con-
ditions that are extraordinarily saturat-
ed and then you combine that with the 
river being up…unfortunately water is 
going to end up seeping into basements.”

Johnson warns that people with a his-
tory of flooding in their basement should 
be on the lookout and should check that 
all of their systems are working properly 
for drainage, as he anticipates flooding 
will be a common issue this year. 

The town has several drainage areas 
and currently some of the drainage pipes 
are partially underwater.

 If these outfalls or drain areas get en-
tirely covered by the river, which would 
mean the river has exceeded flood stage, 
then water will go backwards. It will 
drain from the river into the compensa-
tory flood storage areas. 

“The river is about as high as I have 
seen it in years,” Johnson said. “The out-
falls, some are close to being completely 
covered.”

FLOODING   ❚   from page 1Classifieds
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BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

the cost-of-living adjustment, longevity, 
lane changes and steps. 

Additionally, there is an increase in 
transportation of $175,619, an increase 
in vocation education tuition of $387,461 
and an increase in information technolo-
gy of $98,921. 

This budget will be voted on at the next 
school committee meeting, which will be 
on April 23 following the public hearing. 

The budget will then go to Mayor Chir-
stopher Johnson, where he will incorpo-
rate it with the town operating budget for 
the next year.

Following this, the total budget will go 
to the city council sometime in May. The 
public hearing for the council will likely 
be at their June 3 meeting, according to 
Johnson. 

The city council is expected to vote 
on the final budget at their meeting on 
June 17. 

BUDGET   ❚   from page 1
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BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.
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CALL OR TEXT
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FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.
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Direct Care Workers – No Experience Required – Training will be provided
(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

Full-time, Part-time and Seasonal Summer positions

We Offer Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,

Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,
Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,

Educational and Bilingual incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow

Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. Reasonable Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommodation, please contact 
Ferdousi Faruque, at (857) 301-2416 or email at Ferdousi.Faruque@mass.gov Ferdousi must receive your request for an accommodation no later than two weeks prior to the date of this event. For those who request an accommodation after 
this date, every effort will be made to provide a reasonable accommodation; however, we may not be able to do so given potential time constraints. COVID Vaccine: As a condition of employment, depending on job assignment and location, 
employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have been approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the 
verification or exemption process. Candidates with questions on vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.

NOW HIRING!!!
Central and Western Mass

Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $21.44/hr.) 
and LPNs (Starting rate $34.16/hr.)

couple events for off-season coming up in the summer and 
fall that we’re looking into going to.” 

Already the team is planning how they can improve for 
next year and perhaps even make it to Worlds. 

“One thing I learned was that we can set the goals and 
we can really achieve them and we have to be prepared to 
over achieve our goals,” Barrett said. “We definitely could 
have potentially gone to Worlds, but I think we weren’t ex-
pecting that we were going to do as well as we did and that 
hindered us a little.”

In the next few weeks they will be reviewing how their 
season went and breaking down what areas they felt were 
their strong suits and which ones they would like to im-
prove upon. 

In addition to this goal setting, they hope to recruit 
more members to the team, both in the form of adult men-
tors and student participants. They are also open to any 
person, group or organization that is willing to sponsor 
their program. 

“There’s a place for any mentor or student who wants to 
participate,” Crouss said.

ROBOTICS   ❚   from page 1

The Rosie Robotics team was excited to make it to the New England 
District Championships.

The Rosie Robotics team posed around their robot, Echo, at the qual-
ifying competition they won which got them into the New England 
District Championships.

A group of Rosie Robotics alumni came to support the team as they 
competed at New England District Championships.

Rosie Robotics focused on strategizing for the New England District 
Championships.

The robot works during the competition.
The Rosie Robotics team made it to the New England District 
Championships, where their robot, Echo, competed against dozens of 
other teams. SUBMITTED PHOTOS


