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Students learn about 
the scientific phenomena

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Public Library 
hosted an eclipse information and 
craft session for kids in kindergar-
ten through fourth grade. 

With the solar eclipse on Apr. 
8, Librarian Evan Delano wanted 
to give children a chance to learn 
more about this exciting event, 
and to allow them the chance to 
get the glasses they need to view 
the eclipse.

“The eclipse is something that 
people get really excited about,” 
Delano said. “I remember all the 
buzz around it in 2017 and how 
people were scrambling to get the 
eclipse glasses…there are very few 
things that so many people are in-
terested in.”

In order to keep the event fun 

Poetry contests challenges 
students to get creative

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam Library 
is celebrating National Poetry 
Month.

Children in first through 12th 
grade and any adults are welcome 
to submit their poetry to the li-
brary in order to be a part of a po-
etry chapbook. 

There will be three separate 
books put out. One featuring sub-
missions in grades one through 
four, one for grades five through 
twelve and one for adults. 

For children in grades one 
through four, they can either fill 
out a form available at the library 
or they can email their poem(s) to 
edelano@agawamlibrary.org. For 
grades five through twelve, they 
can also email their poem(s) edel-
ano@agawamlibrary.org.

For adults, they can either fill 
out a form available at the library, 
or they can send their submis-

sions to cpope@agawamlibrary.
org. 

All submissions should in-
clude the name and age of the 
author as well as the title of the 
poem. 

Poems will be displayed at the 
library from Apr. 15 to Apr. 30, and 
the chapbook will be available to 
checkout from the library starting 
after April. 

This will allow for kids and 
adults to see their writing avail-
able at the library for anyone to 
read. 

Additionally, all those who 
submit a poem will get a free edi-
tion of the chapbook. 

Submissions for poems are ac-
cepted through Apr. 16. 

The library is excited to be put-
ting on this event. 

“In previous years we’ve done 
poetry contests, but I think this 
year we wanted to try something 

Council 
passes zone 
change for 
Shield Hotels

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The city council 
voted unanimously at their Apr. 
1 meeting to pass a zone change 
for Shield Hotel’s proposed hotel, 
Opal Inn & Suites, located at 1422 
Main Street. 

This zone change was target-
ed at a small area of land near 
the property, changing it from a 
Classification Residence A-2 to 
Business A. It will allow for a con-
tiguous zone across the property. 

The purpose of this was to ease 
the hotel building process of the 
company owners, though they 
clarified that it would not affect 
their likelihood of building the 
hotel in that location. 
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New police officers sworn in

New police officers were recently sworn in to the Town of Agawam. Pictured are: Police Chief Eric Gillis, Officer Michael 
Reed, Officer Matthew Rogalski, Officer Jeremy Lungarski, Officer Jack Lucia, Lt. Blancette and Mayor Chris Johnson.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

 

StateLinePropaneOil.com

Looking for 
an AC solution for 

your home or office?
PROPANE: 413.998.0080 
OIL/AC: 413.998.0090

500•514 Salmon Brook St.,
GRANBY, CT Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737- 478

AC Tune-Ups & 
New Installations

At the end of the event, some of the children showed off their completed eclipse glasses. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Library hosts Solar Eclipse event  Library hosts Solar Eclipse event 
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New England Mosaic kits now available
AGAWAM – The New England Mosaic 

invites the Western MA creative commu-
nity to create and display visual art repre-
senting a favorite aspect of New England.  
This year’s Mosaic theme is “I love New 
England”.  Canvas kits will be available in 
partner libraries across the Pioneer Valley 
beginning March 11.

The New England Mosaic was organized 
in 2022 by the ACAA as a community art 
project to give individuals in Western MA 
an opportunity to creatively express their 
love of New England via painting, pho-
tography, fabric art, pouring, or any other 
media.  Professional artists, hobbyist, and 

any member of our Pioneer Valley creative 
community are invited to create a canvas 
tile and see their work become a part of 
this unique wall of art.  Tiles created for 
the Mosaic are donated to the Mosaic and 
sold to help fund art scholarships for local 
students.

The New England Mosaic invites indi-
viduals to create a canvas tile, which when 
displayed with others, becomes part of a 
24-foot fine art Mosaic wall that captures 
the beauty and diversity of New England 
life.  Free tile kits are available at the follow-
ing libraries:  Agawam, Southwick, West-
field, West Springfield and at three Spring-

field branch libraries, Central, East Forest 
Park, and East Springfield, by March 11.  
Completed tiles must be returned to these 
libraries by May 15.  Supplies at each library 
are limited so stop by and pick a kit up.

The New England Mosaic will be un-
veiled at a Mosaic grand opening at the 
Agawam Municipal Golf Course, Club, 128 
Southwick St., on July 11,.

All Mosaic artists and the public are 
invited to the unveiling.  The Mosaic will 
also be showcased at the Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans’ Pioneer Valley 
Art Festival on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
24-25,  from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Polish 

American Club, 139 Southwick St. The Mo-
saic will also be on display at the Scantic 
River Art Exhibit on Sept. 14 and 15. Please 
visit our website at www.agawamarts.com 
or Scantic River’s website at www.scanti-
criverartisans.com for more information. 

Yard waste collection starts 
recycling weeks in April

AGAWAM – On Monday, April 15, 
Spring Yard Waste Collection will begin.  
Yard Waste Collection will take place on 
recycling weeks as identified on the 2024 
Waste Collection Schedule.  

A Week Streets will be collected on 
their recycling collection day on the fol-
lowing weeks: April 15-19; May 13-17; 
June 10-14; August 19-23;

B Week Streets will be collected on 
their recycling collection day on the fol-
lowing weeks: April 22-26; May 20-24; 
June 17-21; August 12-16;

Residents must have their yard waste 
out by 7 a.m. of their scheduled collection 
day.

Yard Waste is defined as grass clip-
pings, leaves, weeds, shrub trimmings, 

and brush or limbs under 3” in diameter.
Acceptable Yard Waste preparation: 

30-gallon biodegradable brown bags.  
(Bags left out all winter will not be picked 
up and will need to be re-bagged by the 
resident); Bundled branches and brush 
up to 3 inches in diameter and up to 3’ 
in length, no heavier than 40 lbs bundled 
with organic twine; Barrels no heavier 
than 40 lbs marked as Yard Waste; please 
be sure containers are empty of any rain-
water.  

Not acceptable: Bundles tied with 
wire, nylon or plastic (these items harm 
grinding equipment); Bundles heavier 
than 40 lbs; Brush and limbs greater than 
3” in diameter; Yard waste bags contami-
nated with rocks, soil, or wood chips.

Featuring more than 40 artists from Western MA and Northern CT. 
Oils, acrylics, watercolors, wood carvings, sculpture, photography, 

mixed media, and more. Live art demonstrations. 
Remembrances from the Southwick Historical Society. 

Musical performances each day.

Southwick Town Hall
454 College Highway, RTS 10 and 202

www.southwickma.org/cultural-council

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

Historical Association planning tag sale
AGAWAM – The Agawam Historical As-

sociation is planning a community tag sale 
on Saturday, April  27, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Thomas Smith House, 251 North West 
St. and is seeking vendors and craftspeo-
ple to participate. Crafters and vendors are 
also welcome. 

This is the first time the historical as-
sociation has organized such an event and 
is relying on community participation to 
make it a success for everyone involved. 
Local historical societies and community 
organizations have also been invited to at-
tend to promote their organizations.

12’ x 12’ spaces are available for $25 
and vendors must provide their own ta-
bles and/or tents. Space availability is 
first come, first served. All proceeds from 
the space rental will benefit the Agawam 
Historical Association’s efforts to preserve 
the town’s history at the Agawam Histori-
cal & Fire House Museum and the Thomas 
Smith House. 

The National Register-listed Smith 
House and recently preserved 1920s ga-
rage will also be open for tours, and new-
ly planted daffodils may still be in bloom 
on the one-acre property, which is the re-

maining parcel of an original land grant 
to Mathew Noble in 1715. The house re-
mains in near-original condition, with no 
central plumbing or central heat and can 
be visited virtually at https://mls.kuu.la/
share/collection/7Jq2q?fs=1&vr=1&init-
load=0&thumbs=1.

Limited space is available. For more in-
formation, or to reserve your space, please 
contact David Cecchi at (413) 786-3236 or 
cecco@davidcecchi.com before April 12. 
In the event of rain, the tag sale will be held 
the following day, Sunday, April 28, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Grange 
holding bake, 
tag sales

FEEDING HILLS  – Community 
Grange #382 of Feeding Hills located at 
47 North West Street will hold an indoor 
Tag and Bake Sale on Saturday, April 20 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The tag sale will in-
clude furniture, bakeware, craft supplies, 
household items, etc. Proceeds will bene-
fit upcoming Grange activities.

AGAWAM – The Agawam License Com-
mission announces the availability of a 
retail Liquor License. Commonly referred 
to as a Package Store License, this license 
is under MGL Part 1 Title XX Chapter 
138 Section 15 and this is an all alcohol-
ic beverages (wine, malt beverages, and 
distilled spirits) license.  Licenses under 
§ 15 (Off-Premises) can be used in various 
types of businesses (e.g. package stores, su-
permarkets and convenience stores).

All applications must be submitted to 
The Agawam Clerks Office  by April 19,  no 
later than 3 p.m. 

Any applications received after that 
date and time will not be considered.  Any 
applications received incomplete or miss-
ing required information may not be con-
sidered.  

It is the ALC intention to review all 
applications for this license on the agen-
da for Wednesday, May 22, at 5 p.m.  The 
meeting will be held at the Agawam Senior 
Center. 

Interested parties must submit the re-
quired application (ABCC website   https://
www.mass.gov/orgs/alcoholic-beverag-
es-control-commission ) and contact the 
Agawam Clerks Office (413.786.0400 x 
8745) for additional information regarding 
your responsibilities for a Public Hearing 
and any questions you may have regarding 
the process. 

The Secretary to the ALC will require 
up to 10 business days, after the deadline 
date, to review the entire application and 
accompanying documents prior to the 
scheduled hearing (i.e. lease agreements, 
financing information, and/or additional 
background information) . 

The ALC may require additional infor-
mation from an applicant and/or town 

body.  The ALC will notify eligible appli-
cants of date of meeting for presentation 
to the Commission a public hearing will 
take place on the date of the scheduled 
meeting.  Applicants must follow the pub-
lic meeting notice requirements.    

In the event there are multiple appli-
cants, any applicant that fails to satisfy all 
application submissions and public hear-
ing requirements will not be considered 
for the license at that time.

If applicant is in possession of a liquor 
license, and applying to upgrade their li-
cense, they must provide their intentions 
of disposition of the currently held license 
as part of their presentation.

Applicants will be given up to 15 min-
utes for their presentation.  Commission-
ers will have the opportunity to undertake 
a Q&A between each presenter.

Public input will be received after all 
applicants have presented. Each speak-
er will be allotted 5 minutes.  No virtual 
options are available at this time. Writ-
ten statements submitted in lieu of an in 
person statement will be provided to each 
Commission member and included as part 
of the record, but need not be spoken into 
the record.

All applications must be submitted to 
The Agawam Clerks Office 

by April 19th  no later than 3PM. 
Any applications received after that 

date and time will not be considered.  Any 
applications received incomplete or miss-
ing required information may not be con-
sidered.  

It is the ALC intention to review all ap-
plications for this license on the agenda 
for Wednesday, May 22nd 2024 at 5PM.  
The meeting will be held at the Agawam 
Senior Center.

Retail liquor license available

Thousand Cranes returns to APL
AGAWAM – The Agawam Public Li-

brary is proud to welcome back Thousand 
Cranes Art Studio during the month of 
April. Across both levels of the library, visi-
tors will also enjoy the colorful and creative 

artwork of the students from Thousand 
Cranes Studio. 

The artwork consists of drawings, 
sketches, and paintings from students as 
young as 4 years old.  Thousand Cranes 
Studio is run by Stan and Sheila Coly and 
is located in Feeding Hills. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.thousandcranes-
studio.com. 

Visitors are welcome at the Agawam 
Public Library during regular open hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays 
and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please con-
tact Adult Services Library Associate, Erica 
LeFebvre at (413) 789-1550 x8858 or elefeb-
vre@agawamlibrary.org if you are interest-
ed in displaying artwork at the library. 
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Keynote speaker announced for WSU graduation
WESTFIELD – Mary Louise McDonald, 

president of Ireland’s Sinn Féin political 
party and Leader of the Opposition will 
serve as keynote speaker at the Universi-
ty’s 2024 undergraduate commencement 
ceremony on Friday, May 17, at noon at 
the MassMutual Center in Springfield.

McDonald is also Teachta Dála for the 
Dublin Central constituency, was a mem-
ber of the European Parliament and prior 
to becoming leader of Sinn Féin in Febru-
ary 2018, was Deputy Leader of the party. 
She was also a prominent member of the 
Public Accounts Committee from 2011 to 
2017. McDonald also has served on the 

Joint Oireachtas Committees for Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the Future 
of Mental Health. During her time in the 
European Parliament McDonald was a 
member of the Employment and Social 
Affairs committee and Civil Liberties 
committee.

Westfield State University President 
Linda Thompson said, “President McDon-
ald’s practice of supporting and encour-
aging social justice, democracy, equity, 
fairness, and inclusion are not unlike the 
principles of Horace Mann, the founder 
of our institution. President McDonald 
has demonstrated her belief in the qual-

ity and importance of higher education 
and her devotion to lifelong learning and 
volunteer service will complement our 
commencement ceremony. We all look 
forward to her visit and her presentation 
to our campus community.”

McDonald received a bachelor’s de-
gree in English from Trinity College Dub-
lin, and later studied industrial relations 
at Dublin City University. She received 
a Master of Arts degree in European In-
tegration Studies from the University of 
Limerick.

For more information, visit https://
www.westfield.ma.edu/commencement.

CWC hosting fashion show April 18
AGAWAM – Members of The Catholic 

Women’s Club of Agawam  will present A 
Night of Fashion at the St. John the Evan-
gelist Parish Center on Thursday, April 18 
located at 833 Main St., Agawam, MA. 

Doors will open at 6:15 p.m., and mod-
els will wear fashions from Chico’s and J.Jill.  

Fruit, cheese, crackers and refreshments 
will be served. Door prizes and a raffle will 
take place. Tickets are $15 and can be re-
served by contacting Paula at 413-537-1174 
or praiche@comcast.net. Proceeds will 
benefit the club’s annual scholarship. Ta-
bles of 8 or 10 can be reserved. 

FHCC hosting 
tag sale this 
weekend

AGAWAM – The Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church is having 
a tag sale Saturday, April 13 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

A variety of items will be offered.  
In the event of rain the sale will be 
moved inside. 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Island nation
  7. Platforms
 13. Project plan
 14. French fishing port
 16. South Dakota
 17. Oakland’s baseball 

team
 19. Military policeman
 20. Ornamental stone
 22. Garland
 23. Process that 
 produces ammonia
 25. Mousses
 26. Music notation “dal 

__”
 28. Fail to win
 29. Peyton’s little 

brother
 30. Not near
 31. Some cars still 

need it
 33. Lizard genus
 34. An idiot (Brit.)
 36. Postponed
 38. African country
 40. Gazes unpleasantly

 41. In a way, traveled
 43. Ukraine’s capital
 44. Appropriate
 45. Dash
 47. Twitch
 48. Swiss river
 51. Data file with 
 computer animations
 53. City in S. Korea
 55. Particular region
 56. They have eyes and 

noses
 58. Tear
 59. Large Madagascan 

lemur
 60. Not out
 61. Ornamental saddle 

covering
 64. A driver’s license 

is one
 65. Latin term for 

charity
 67. Rechristens
 69. Objects from an 

earlier time
 70. Hindu male religious 

teachers

CLUES DOWN
  1. Used as a weapon
  2. Yukon Territory
  3. Makes a map of
  4. An established 
 ceremony prescribed 

by a religion
  5. Unnilhexium
  6. Merchant
  7. Playing the field
  8. Folk singer DiFranco
  9. Something to scratch
 10. Mexican agave
 11. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes
 12. Session
 13. North American 

people
 15. Ranches
 18. Electroencephalograph
 21. A type of compound
 24. Avenue
 26. High schoolers’ test
 27. A type of meal
 30. Gradually disappeared
 32. Ancient Frankish law 

code

 35. Popular pickup truck
 37. Buzzing insect
 38. Deal illegally
 39. Lying in the same 

plane
 42. Obstruct
 43. Related
 46. Challenge 
 aggressively
 47. Nocturnal hoofed 

animals
 49. Bird’s nests
 50. Forays
 52. __ B. de Mille, 

filmmaker
 54. Title of respect
 55. One-time name of 

Vietnam
 57. Self-immolation by 

fire ritual
 59. Private school in 
 New York
 62. Political action 
 committee
 63. A way to fashion
 66. Email reply
 68. “The Great Lake State”

“This would be the last piece to the puz-
zle, so to speak, where we would be combin-
ing all of these properties to have one con-
tiguous zone,” Rob Levesque of R. Levesque 
Associates said. “It’s not required specifically 
for the hotel, we can work around it, but we 
would prefer not to. This would give us wig-
gle room to adjust, ever so slightly, the hotel.” 

The zone change allows for a better flow 
in the construction and layout of the hotel. 

The hotel itself is planned to be a bou-
tique style, 42 unit hotel. Currently Levesque 
and the other members of the project are 
working on planning out the proposed hotel. 

They hope that this hotel will be bene-
ficial for the people of Agawam. Levesque 
mentioned that people come to the town for 
Six Flags, the Veterans’ Cemetery, sporting 
events and potential meetings, so the hotel 
would provide those people with a place to 
stay.

Several residents spoke in favor of the 
zone change.

“There was a time when Agawam I well 
remember, and I think many of you do, when 
Agawam was known as a very unfriendly, 
unwelcoming place for business,” Resident 
Corine Wingard said. “Thankfully those days 
are long gone, we don’t want them back.” 

Additionally, many of these residents 
were in favor of the idea of the hotel as a 
whole. 

“I think this proposed hotel will be a great 
asset for our town,” Wingard said.

“I would love to have their hotel and all of 
the immediate area more conducive to peo-
ple coming into town,” President of the Clin-
ical Research Management Group Stephen 
Cincotta said. 

Cincotta’s group often consults with 
pharmaceutical companies and biotech 
companies from around the country and 
the world. Having a convenient location for 
these visitors to stay would be beneficial for 
their business.

“They [the visitors] are always having to 
travel into Springfield and stay at hotels and 
motels,” Cincotta said. “So the potential for 
this project moving forward would be a great 
benefit to us and I think also to the town.”

Cincotta also mentioned that people who 
come in to visit the CRMG’s property would 
also likely benefit the town’s economy by eat-

ing out or shopping during their stay. 
Some residents raised their concerns over 

the idea of a hotel being built in Agawam in 
the first place. They were concerned that it 
would become a shelter for immigrants or 
for homeless people, especially during slow-
er times of the year. 

“Kenny Patel from Shield’s Hotels said 
that he didn’t want to ban migrants or home-
less people from staying at the Opal Inns and 
Suites,” Linda Galarneau said. “With states 
subsidizing hotels or motels as emergency 
shelters for homeless and migrants, hotels 
and motels in the facilities have been open-
ing up their facilities to the population to 
help pay the bills. Who is to say that Shield’s 
Hotels would not be the same?”

They pointed out that Six Flags closes 
down for the winter, which greatly slows the 
amount of people who come to the town. 
They also pointed out that many who come 
to visit the Veterans cemetery do not stay 
overnight. 

“Empty rooms means finding another 
source of income in order to pay the bills,” 
Galarneau said. “There are too many unan-
swered questions, gray areas and contra-
dictory statements made by Shield Hotels’ 
executives and as far as I’m concerned their 
reasons for building in Agawam do not hold 
water.”

The council clarified further that this vote 
would not affect whether or not Shield Hotel 
would be built, only that it would help ease 
part of the process. 

“Our vote tonight doesn’t determine 
whether or not they’re going to build a ho-
tel in town,” Councilor Anthony Suffriti said. 
“The only thing that we’re voting on is chang-
ing that little piece of red area from red to 
yellow. Regardless if we change that or not, 
they still are going to build the hotel. So we 
can either be people friendly with them and 
just make the change and that way we have a 
better oversight of what’s going on and may-
be do a local lodge tax later down the road, 
but tonight is only for the zoning. It is not a 
yes or no.”

“This has got to go through a whole lot of 
other processes to put a hotel there,” Coun-
cilor Dino Mercadante said. “Zoning that 
strip there makes no difference in regards to 
whether or not this hotel is going to be built.”

In the end, the council voted unanimous-
ly to approve this zone change.

ZONE   ❚   from page 1

Stanley Park 
wedding reunion

AGAWAM – As part of the 75 anniver-
sary celebration this year there will be a 
Stanley Park wedding reunion on Sunday, 
May 5, at 10:30 a.m. Please join in front 
of the Carillon Tower for a group picture 
and to share wedding stories and pic-
tures. Feel free to wear a wedding dress or 
tuxedo and relive your 
special day as we 
celebrate 75 years 
of love and wed-
dings in Stanley 
Park.

Garden club to 
meet April 9

AGAWAM – The next meeting of the 
Agawam Garden Club will be held Tuesday, 
April 9,  6:30 p.m. at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper St.  After a short busi-
ness meeting club member Ken Guerin 
will present a program about “Gardening 
in Small Spaces”. Included will be informa-
tion on bonsai.  Club meetings are open tho 
the public and not restricted to Agawam 
residents.  Visit agawamgardenclub.com or 
follow on facebook.

a little bit less competitive and more in 
the spirit of poetry being for everyone,” 
Librarian Evan Delano said. 

Poetry, Delano thinks, can feel intimi-
dating for kids. So they are glad kids will 
have this opportunity to explore poetry in 
a non-competitive environment. 

“I just want them to find joy in it rath-
er than worry if it is better than some-
one else’s,” Delano said. “So I am excited 
about the idea of getting them excited 
about poetry. I want them to feel excited 
instead of scared.”

To try to get some kids excited about 
this event, Delano visited various third 
grade classes at Clark School and taught 
them about poetry. Due to this event, 
they already have some submissions for 
the kids poetry chapbook. 

Delano also reached out 
to other teachers in the district to let 
them know of this event and to encour-
age them to tell their students to submit. 

Delano looks forward to seeing all 
of the submissions from the children as 
they come in. 

“I’m excited to see the variety and to 
see all of these very, very different poems 
the kids put together,” Delano said. 

Delano also looks forward to the reac-
tions of all the kids as they get to see their 
poems in print. 

“I’m excited about the idea of giving 
the kids a chance to see their poems 
printed in a book,” Delano said. “I can’t 
wait to see them come to pick up their 
books and find their poems in it.”

To learn more about this event, or 
other events at the library, go to https://
www.agawamlibrary.org/.

POETRY   ❚   from page 1

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: aan@turley.com

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 9
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Guest Column

Dear Rusty 
I just saw an article which said that certain spou-

sal options were going away, but there are still good 
options for when a spouse can claim. I am filing for 
my Social Security to start in October when I turn 70. 
My wife’s Full Retirement Age is in December, and she 
now plans to file then for half of what my FRA benefit 
would have been (our original plan was for both to 
file in August). My wife’s main reason for delaying un-
til her FRA is to lock her into my maximum benefit if 
she has to someday change to Survivor’s Benefit. Will 
this be gone for us? Neither of us was born before Jan. 
1, 1954. Please advise. 

Signed: Planning for Both

Dear Planning
I expect that the article you refer to was speak-

ing of the option to claim only a spousal benefit 
first and allow one’s personal SS retirement bene-
fit to grow. That option was available only to those 
who were born before 1954 and had reached full 
retirement age. As you now know that option is not 
available to you. 

Assuming your wife’s highest benefit entitle-
ment will be as your spouse, your current strate-
gy – you claim your maximum benefit to start in 
October at age 70 and your wife starts her bene-
fit in December at her FRA  is a good one which 
will yield the maximum possible monthly benefit 
for both of you. But for clarity, your wife’s survivor 
benefit as your widow has nothing to do with when 
she claims her spouse benefits now.  

The only thing which will affect your wife’s 
benefit as your surviving spouse is her age when 
she claims the survivor benefit. If she has already 
reached her FRA of 66 years and 8 months when 
you pass, she will get 100% of the amount you were 
receiving when you died, instead of the smaller 
spousal amount she was receiving while you were 
living. Her survivor benefit would only be less than 
100% of yours if she claimed it before reaching 
her full retirement age (which, of course, we hope 
would not to be the case).  

Just so you have the complete picture, your 
wife could, if desired, claim her Social Security to 
start at the same time as you in October but, since 
that would be earlier than her FRA, the amount 
she would get would be less than 50% of your FRA 
entitlement. Her spouse benefit would be reduced 
by 0.694% for each month earlier than her FRA it 
starts. 

For example, if your wife starts her spousal ben-
efit in October when your benefit starts, she will 
get about 98.6% of the amount she would get if she 
waited until December to start her benefits. That’s 
a permanent reduction, so if your wife’s life expec-
tancy is at least average about 87, it’s likely still wis-
est for her to wait until her FRA to start benefits. 
But in any case, when your wife claims her spousal 
benefit now will have no effect on the survivor ben-
efit she will get as your future widow. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

When should my wife claim her Social Security benefit?

Transplanting your 
homegrown seedlings

I bet there are a few garden enthusi-
asts out there with seedlings up and 
growing indoors.  
My tomatoes are just poking through, 

but my peppers are ready for transplant-
ing. Why transplant you ask? It’s import-
ant that we give our young plants room 
to spread out!  

If seeds were sown in rows, chances 
are that several seedlings have sprout-
ed and are now growing within a close 
proximity to one another. They are com-
peting for nutrients and moisture. 

Even if two seeds were sown in a 
single cell of a six-pack and both germi-
nated, they too are competing with one 
another in that tiny of a space. So, if we 
want garden center quality seedlings, we 
must transplant them to their own cell 
or small pot.

You know a seedling is ready for 
transplant when it has its “true leaves,” 
not the cotyledon leaves that were first 
to sprout from the seed, but those that 
come right after.  At this point in growth 
plant roots aren’t tangled up and there-
fore transplant shock can be kept to a 
minimum.

Although the seedlings may be tiny 
and appear fragile, transplanting them 
is quite simple. 

First, take a wooden plant label or 
dull butter knife and “cut” into the row 
of seedlings. Then, use your implement 
“spatula-style” to remove a small cluster 
of plants from the bottom up.  

I always tell folks to “think brownies!” 
Be careful to get as many roots as you 
can.  

Once you’ve done this it is time to 
separate them from one another. Gently 
pull on a leaf, not the stem, to pry them 
apart.  

Think of it this way:  the plant has 
two leaves but only one stem. If it should 
snap, that’s it! Leaves on the other hand, 
can and will be replaced if accidentally 
torn off.

Individual seedlings can be planted in 
small containers or cell packs filled with 
soilless growing medium. We steer clear 
of garden soil because of the pathogens 
and weed seeds it may contain as well as 
its tendency not to drain very well.  

Soilless mix is sterile, and has the 
ability to retain moisture yet drain freely- 
just what the young seedling needs as it 
grows additional roots and top growth.  

Make a hole in the moistened grow-
ing medium with your finger, a pencil or 
wooden dibble. Insert the seedling to the 
correct depth then firm around it with 
your fingers.  

Most are transplanted to the same 
depth they were growing in the pack. 

One exception is tomatoes; they can 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will 
be printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will 
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.

Election letters to the editor welcome

GARDEN   ❙   page 11
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Each child got a “moon” so they could see how the moon blocks out the sun during an eclipse. 

Children paired up as Earths and moons so they could see how the 
moon rotated around the Earth. 

During the event children were able to decorate their eclipse glasses using a variety of materials.

Librarian Evan Delano had the children rotate in place so they could 
gain a better understanding of the rotation of the Earth. 

for the children, they decided to add an arts 
and crafts aspect, allowing them to deco-
rate their eclipse glasses.

Children were provided with paper, 
paint sticks, gems, markers and colored 
pencils to use as they decorated. 

“I always go to arts and crafts when I 
am planning things because I feel like it is 
where I am most comfortable,” Delano said. 
“I wanted to bring together the eclipse and 
arts and crafts.”

To start off the event, Delano taught the 
kids about how a solar eclipse works and a 
few facts about the sun, moon and Earth. 

They explained how the Earth rotates 
around the sun, and the moon around the 
Earth, as well as how the Earth’s rotation al-
lows for us to have night and day. 

To keep the kids engaged, Delano had 
them physically act out the different rota-
tions of these astronomical bodies. Kids ro-
tated in place around the “sun” Delano had 
made so they could understand how Earth’s 
rotation creates night and day. 

They also walked in a circle around the 

“sun” so they could understand how the 
Earth rotates around the sun.

Additionally, Each kid was given a small 
ping pong ball to be their “moon” and they 
used the “moon” to block out the light of the 
sun, to show how the eclipse works.

“I didn’t want it to feel too much like 
school for kids,” Delano said. “So I think do-
ing an interactive demonstration followed 
by a very hands-on arts and crafts activity 
would be fun and engaging.” 

The event was a hit, with 13 kids in atten-
dance as well as their parents and guard-
ians.

“I think it went well overall,” Delano said. 
“It seemed like the kids were engaged and I 
think the craft part was really fun.

Delano enjoyed seeing the kids’ creativi-
ty with the glasses. 

“It was a lot of fun to see all the different 
ways the kids decorated their eclipse view-
ers,” Delano said. “And it was nice to have a 
good number of people.”

Children bedazzled their glasses, creat-
ed space-themed designs out of paper and 
paint and even made themselves cat ears. 

Additionally, some kids got creative with 
the ping-pong moons Delano had provided. 

“Kids always surprise me with their cre-
ativity,” Delano said. “Once they finished 
their eclipse viewers they started decorat-
ing their moons.” 

There was a kid who, at the beginning 
of the event, pointed out that the moons 
didn’t look like moons because they didn’t 
have craters. At the end, he decorated his 
moon with craters so it would be more ac-
curate. 

Other kids bedazzled their moons, en-
joying how the gems glittered and how 
they changed the way the ping-pong ball 
bounced on the floor. 

All of the kids had fun at this event, and 
came away with a better understanding of 
how space and the eclipse function.

To learn more about event at APL, go to 
https://www.agawamlibrary.org/.  

ECLIPSE   ❚   from page 1

To kick off the event, Librarian Evan Delano set up a demonstration of how an eclipse works. 
Librarian Evan Delano showed off their own 
decorated solar eclipse glasses. 

The children were hard at work to decorate their eclipse glasses.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA The event was a lot of fun, with children and their guardians working together to create the eclipse glasses. 

The children were quite creative when it came to designing the 
decorations for their eclipse glasses. 
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Rep. Saunders speaks about need for Quabbin bill
By Nick Boonstra

Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – State Rep. Aaron Saunders 
(D-Belchertown) spoke at a meeting of the Friends of 
Quabbin on April 7, to promote a bill that aims to im-
prove regional equity for the communities that host the 
Quabbin Reservoir.

House Bill 897, also known as An Act Relative to the 
Quabbin Watershed and Regional Equity, would create 
a trust fund to benefit Quabbin Reservoir Watershed 
Communities, which would be funded by a fee based on 
the amount of water used by supplied municipalities. 

The fee proposed by the bill would be set at five 
cents per 1,000 gallons drawn, and would be expected 
to raise $3.5 million for the fund, according to a sum-
mary document for the bill provided by Saunders. The 
bill also proposes to adjust how communities would 
be paid from the Massachusetts Water Resources Au-
thority, basing payments on total state land acreage as 
opposed to acreage above the high water mark as is cur-
rently mandated.

Additionally, the bill would ensure that three mem-
bers on the MWRA Board of Directors were residents of 
Connecticut River Basin communities. Currently, Mon-
son Town Administrator Jennifer Wolowicz is the only 
one of the board’s 11 members representing a commu-
nity outside of the I-495 corridor.

Saunders explained that this bill, the first of its kind 
to be introduced in the House, was one that he pro-
posed with a focus on the future of the region, rather 

than its past. However, he made clear that 
it was the history of the region and its stew-
ardship of the reservoir that made a bill like 
this necessary.

“When the Quabbin was built, when the 
four towns were taken from us, there were a 
number of communities that were also im-
pacted forever,” he said. 

Saunders went on to detail how many 
of the towns that contain the reservoir are 
left to rely primarily on property taxes over 
commercial development for raising munic-
ipal revenues, leading to both buildings and 

services that were beginning to degrade as a 
result of those lower figures. He said that this 
state of affairs was directly a result of the fact 
that these communities host the reservoir 
for other parts of the state.

“The lands that we protect for the Quab-
bin have foreclosed the ability for these com-
munities to do anything else that may gen-
erate the type of revenue that funds public 
safety, that funds basic services that we ex-
pect from our communities,” he said.

Providing one example of suffering public 
facilities, Saunders said, “There is one usable 
room in the New Salem Town Hall; it’s in the 

basement. The rest of the building is not fit for human 
consumption.”

He said that this bill was not concerned with seek-
ing repayment for these impacts historically, but rather 
was merely an attempt to recognize the worth of the 
region’s protection of the reservoir, as well as to assure 
that the region will continue to be able to protect it go-
ing forward.

“The water provides such innumerable value to the 
people and the businesses and the communities of east-
ern Mass that there ought to be some consideration giv-
en to the communities that steward this resource,” he 
said. He added that this consideration would come at 
a minimal cost to MWRA ratepayers, providing an es-
timated figure of an additional six cents per month for 
the average Boston water and sewer customer.

Saunders also said this proposed bill was coming at 
a time when the burden placed on the Quabbin Reser-
voir may soon be increasing. 

“There are a great number of communities in the 
eastern part of the state who are dealing with very se-
rious water quality issues,” he said. “These are commu-
nities that need a reliable source of water, and they are 
looking to us to provide that.”

He later added that he also wanted to make sure 
there would still be water left should communities in 
western Massachusetts also show an interest in joining 
the MWRA system.

Saunders admitted that he had encountered diffi-
culty in trying to help those from different parts of the 
state understand why a bill like this would be so im-
portant.

“Oftentimes, the initial response I get back is, ‘Yes, 
it’s sad that four towns were drowned, but it was a nec-
essary step in the Commonwealth’s future’ – so on and 
so forth,” Saunders said.

However, he stated that it was possible to push back 
against this line of thinking. “The way this is combatted 
is through the voice of the folks who live here in the re-
gion,” he said. “Not only recounting the past, but talking 
about what life is like in western Mass now.”

For this reason, Saunders emphasized the impor-
tance of individuals to speak out about the matter of 
regional equity as well as related topics such as water 
quality and public access to natural resources.

“The more that we can have these voices heard out-
side of just rooms like this, the more effective it is,” he 
said.
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State Rep. 
Aaron Saunders

A view of the Quabbin Reservoir from atop Winsor Dam. TURLEY PHOTOS BY NICK BOONSTRA
A bald eagle is shown flying over 
the Quabbin Reservoir.
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Brownies 
overcome 
Tigers 
comeback 
for first win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM – Following a disap-
pointing end to the 2023 regular 
season, the members of this year’s 
Agawam girls’ varsity lacrosse 
team were looking to begin this 
season with a victory.

Senior tri-captain Emma Mur-
ray contributed offensively with a 
hat-trick and four other players 
scored two goals, as the Brown-
ies posted a 12-7 season opening 
non-league victory over South 
Hadley on a damp and chilly af-
ternoon at Harmon A. Smith 
Field, last Tuesday. 

“It wasn’t a pleasant day 
weather-wise, but this is a very 
nice way for us to start the regular 
season,” said longtime Agawam 
head coach Carla Lemnah-War-
ner. “We graduated five starters, 
who were all key players for us 
last year. We do have some big 
shoes to fill. Our three captains 
have stepped up so far this sea-
son.”        

Agawam’s other two senior 
captains are Angelina Kozhen-
evsky, who scored a pair of goals, 
and Alexis Hurley.

The Brownies, who lost their fi-
nal six games a year ago, has now 
won the last six matchups against 
South Hadley (0-2). The last time 
that the two squads faced each 
other was in 2021. 

The Lady Tigers, who lost at 
West Springfield in their season 
opener on March 29, played a 

Brownies 
score sweep 
of Colts

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM – After capturing 
the Western Mass. Class B and 
the Division 2 state champion-
ship titles a year ago, the oppo-
nents listed on the Agawam’s 
boys varsity volleyball schedule 
will be looking to celebrate a win 
against them this spring. 

The Chicopee Comp players, 
who had lost the previous four 
matchups against their North 
Division rivals, were hoping to 
accomplish that feat last Friday 
night. 

Each of the sets were close, 
but the Brownies managed to 
post a 3-0 (25-23, 25-18, 25-22) 
victory over the Colts at Clifford 
P. Kibbe Gymnasium.  

“All of the teams in our league 
are very good and we always try 
to play our brand of volleyball 
against them,” said Agawam head 
coach Kevin Pender. “We also 
won a big league match the other 
night.”

Two nights earlier, the Brown-
ies made the short trip to West-
field High School where they 
squeaked out a 3-2 victory over 
the Bombers. It was a rematch of 
the 2023 Division 2 state finals, 
which the Brownies won in three 
sets at Worcester State Universi-
ty. 

Westfield was the only team 
to defeat the Brownies on their 
home court during the 2023 reg-
ular season.

The Brownies home win 
against the Colts improved their 
overall season record to 4-1. They 
also had a 2-0 league record. 

The Brownies only setback 
this season was at Needham,3-1, 
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Jordin Agosto makes a low save for the Brownies.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLIBrayden Federico makes a pass. Casey Thomas catches the ball behind the net.

Liam Grealis goes after a ground ball following a faceoff.

Dennis Nesen tries to advance the ball by 
an opponent.

Ben Tokarev goes for a set.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Kyle Ghareeb gets a bump.

Tim Karcha looks for the spike.

Joe Culhane extends for a bump.

Agawam 
trounces 
West Side

AGAWAM – Following a grue-
some leg injury to one of West 
Springfield’s competitors, Agawam 
boys lacrosse resumed the game by 
putting up a pair of goals and dom-
inating down the stretch for a 12-4 
win last Friday afternoon at Clark 
Field. The Brownies scored their 
first win of the season, and are now 
1-1 on the year.
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SportsSports
Eclipse leads to sports schedule reshuffling

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Several games and contests being held 
outdoors on Monday, April 8 had their 
start times delayed or have had the games 
moved off the date completely due to the 
upcoming solar eclipse set for the late af-
ternoon hours that day.

Agawam High School Athletic Director 
Karen Gomez said she moved a softball 
game to later in the afternoon after she and 
other athletic directors received guidance 
from the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association urging them to move 

events away from the time the eclipse is 
scheduled for.

According to the email from the MIAA: 
“On Monday, April 8, Massachusetts will be 
experiencing a solar eclipse from 2 to 4:30 
p.m. You may already be aware of the dan-
ger of looking at the sun during the eclipse. 
Outdoor activity, practices, and games 
should be approached with extreme cau-
tion as unavoidable exposure to the harm-
ful intensity could happen accidentally 
with extreme harm to athletes.”

The email did not specifically bar events 
from happening during that time period, 
but most of the rescheduled games out-

doors were moved to the 5 p.m. hour to 
avoid the eclipse, which is supposed to re-
sult in more than 80% coverage of the sun 
in Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Education also 
issued guidance to all schools, directing 
education officials not to allow students 
to look directly into the eclipse while it is 
happening.

“A solar eclipse occurs when the moon 
passes directly between the Earth and the 
sun,” the DESE guidance states. “The moon 
is much smaller than the sun, but because 
it is so close to the Earth, it can appear to 

partially or completely block the image of 
the sun.”

South Hadley High School Athletic Di-
rector Eric Castonguay confirmed he had 
to move some events scheduled Monday, 
including a track meet due to the eclipse’s 
timeline.

“I didn’t really have an issue with it,” 
Castonguay said. “I don’t really know a lot 
about it, but I certainly would not want to 
expose the kids to anything that could be 
harmful to them.”

The forecasted weather for Monday, 
April 8 was actually supposed to be ideal 
for the eclipse.

game at Smith Field last May. They cap-
tured the Western Mass. Class B champion-
ship title for the first time in school history 
with a 13-5 win over Belchertown.

“It was nice playing another game on 
this field against a very good Agawam 
team,” said South Hadley head coach Dan-
ielle Miele. “I’m happy with the way that we 
played, but we just made a couple of mis-
takes that we’ll need to fix. We also got a 
little bit tired in the second half.” 

Prior to this season, a varsity girls’ la-
crosse match consisted of two 25 minute 
halves. There are now four 12-minute quar-
ters. 

“It’s probably going to take a couple of 
games for us to adjust to playing four quar-
ters,” Lemnah-Warner said. “I think the 
next thing they’ll add is a shot clock. It’ll 
prevent the stalling and it’ll keep the game 
moving.”    

Following a turnover on the opening 
possession, South Hadley junior Margaret 
Watkins scored the first of her game-high 
four goals. It gave the visiting team a 1-0 
lead with 10:32 remaining in the first peri-
od.

The Brownies responded with back-to-
back goals by junior Gabby Cosentini and 
Murray, who recorded a hat-trick in a varsi-
ty game for the first time.

With 37.1 seconds left in the first peri-
od, Kozhenevsky scored a free position goal 
giving her team a 3-1 lead. 

While Agawam sophomore goalie Kay-
lin Barna didn’t make any saves during the 
first twelve minutes, South Hadley fresh-
man goalie Riley Nestor made five saves. 
She finished her second varsity start with 
ten saves. 

“Riley is only a freshman, but she made 
some big saves for us,” Miele said. “It was 
an awesome performance by her.  

After stealing a pass, Murray netted 
her second goal with 4:41 remaining in 
the first half. 

The Lady Tigers was trailing, 4-1, be-
fore storming back.

Their comeback began with a goal 
from senior Elliana Britton, which was as-
sisted by junior Ava Asselin with 2:26 on 
the scoreboard clock.

Less than a minute later, Britton net-
ted a free position goal closing the gap to 
4-3.

The Lady Tigers won the ensuing draw 
and a shot attempt by Asselin was deflect-
ed away by Barna, who was credited with 
a total of five saves. She was replaced by 
freshman Paytyn Burke (6 saves) early in 
the fourth quarter.

With 47.3 seconds left in the first half, 
the Lady Tigers tied the score for the sec-
ond time when Watkins fired a bounce 
shot into the cage.

A little more than three minutes into 
the second half, it looked like the Lady 
Tigers had taken a 5-4 lead, but the go-
ahead goal was disallowed by the official 
because of a crease violation.

The Brownies entered the final period 
holding an 8-5 lead. Senior Isabella Castro 
scored two goals in the third period, while 
junior Isabella Spaulding and Murray 
added the other two goals for the home 
team. South Hadley’s only goal of third 
period was scored by senior Rachel Yabra.

While Watkins scored a pair of goals 
during the final quarter, goals by the trio 
of Kozhenevsky, Spaulding and sopho-
more Sarah Kriebel helped the home team 
keep the lead.   

LACROSSE   ❚   from page 7

in the season opener. Needham, who’s the 
defending Division 1 state champion, en-
tered this week’s action riding a 75 match 
winning streak. 

Eleven Agawam players had at least 
one kill against Comp. Sophomore Joe 
Culhane led the way with seven kills.  

It was also a memorable night for Aga-
wam sophomores Michael Lukomiski, 
Aiden Therrien, Elijah Ramos, and Chase 
Gerani, who played in a varsity volleyball 
match for the first time.

“Those four guys were pretty excited 
to play in their first varsity match to-
night,” Pender said. “They’ve been work-
ing very hard at practice all season long. I 
thought tonight’s match would be a very 
good opportunity for them to see some 
playing time.” 

The two seniors listed on the Agawam 
varsity roster are Emil Zhmaidziak, and 
Ezekiel Nguessan, who are co-captains. 
The Brownies also have four other return-
ing varsity players.  

The Colts, who are a young squad, had 
a 2-2 overall record and a 0-2 league re-
cord following last Friday’s match.  

“We do have a very young squad and 
every match that we’ll play this year will 
be challenging for us,” said Comp head 
coach Brittany Dussault. “I thought we 
played very well in tonight’s match. We 
still have some things that we need to 
work on.” 

The two seniors listed on the Colts 
varsity roster are Pavel Kiriukhin and 
Edrien Roman, who’s one of the captains. 
Sophomore Daniel Gauthier is the other 
captain. 

Comp sophomore Chace Murphy, 

who had a team-high five kills, along with 
sophomore Alex Rivera, sophomore Jos-
ue Hernandez, and Gauthier, were mem-
bers of a club volleyball team coached by 
Pender this past winter.

“Comp is a much better team than 
their record shows,” Pender said. “Four 
of their players played on my club team 
during the winter. I’ve built a good rela-
tionship with those guys, but I was a lit-
tle bit nervous facing them in tonight’s 
match.”

The Brownies held the lead for almost 
the entire opening set. A combined block 
by junior Dominik Wurszt and soph-
omore Noah Johnson gave the visiting 
team the lead for the first time at 16-15, 
which forced Pender to call a timeout. 

Agawam responded by scoring the 
next five points with junior David Dzhen-
zherukha handling the serving duties. 
Junior Dennis Nessen contributed with a 
kill and a block during that stretch. 

The Brownies capped off the first set 
with a kill by Zhmaidziak, who didn’t play 
in the state finals because of an injury.

“Emil has returned with a lot of pas-
sion,” Pender said. “He’s one of our lead-
ers this year.” 

There were a couple of lead changes at 
the start of the second set before Agawam 
built a 12-7 with the help of a 7-2 run.

The Colts closed the gap to 15-14 be-
fore the Brownies pulled away down the 
stretch.

There were seven ties in the third set, 
but the Brownies managed to win the 
final three points of the contest. Two of 
them were kills by junior Eric Nazarets.

The Colts will be trying to even the 
season series when they host the Brown-
ies on May 1.

VOLLEYBALL   ❚   from page 7

Registration now open to take part in Bay State Games
WOBURN – Registration for the 42nd 

annual Bay State Summer Games is now 
open. The 2024 Summer Games will in-
clude thirty sports with competitions 
from May 11 – July 27 at venues through-
out eastern and central Massachusetts 
including Game On in Fitchburg, Boston 
Sports Institute in Wellesley, Union Point 
Sports Complex in Weymouth, and North 
Star Ice Sports in Westborough. Bay State 
Games participants range in age from 5 
to over age 75 and represent more than 
300 Massachusetts communities as well 
as surrounding New England States in 
some sports. 

From grassroots participants to ac-
complished amateur athletes, the Bay 
State Games provide opportunities for 
the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports 
will take place for a variety of sports, in-
cluding baseball, basketball, field hockey, 
ice hockey, soccer, softball, and volley-
ball. Athletes currently in grade 8-11 who 
live or go to school in Massachusetts are 
eligible to attend regional tryouts during 
the month of June. 

These tryouts will determine teams 
representing the various regions of 
the Commonwealth that will compete 

against each other in July. Check each 
sport page for specific eligibility require-
ments.

The Summer Games include a wide 
variety of individual sports including 
swimming, track & field, figure skating, 
pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, bad-
minton, and more. These sports are open 
to a wide range of ages and skill levels 
from youth participants to masters-aged 
athletes. Adaptive sport divisions in ar-
chery, swimming, and track & field are 
offered, as well. Bay State Games also 
organizes tournaments for pre-existing 
teams in rugby, and 6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will 
take place on June 1 at PingPod in Boston 
after a 5-year hiatus from the Summer 
Games sport lineup. New venues include 
Babson College, which will host the Girls 
Basketball Showcase, and NorthStar Ice 
Sports, which will host Figure Skating 
and the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase. Game 
On in Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue 
for eight sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families to attend 
competitions at Game On during the sec-
ond week of July. 

For questions, email info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555. 

JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0111CA 
In the matter of: 

Alexander James Marino
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been 
filed by Alexander James 
Marino of Feeding Hills, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 

Alex J Marino
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/24/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  March 27, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/11/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P0589EA

Estate of: 
Mary T. Pineo

Date of Death: 03/13/2008
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
has been filed by Craig 
V. Pineo of Chester, VT 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 05/03/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PRO-

BATE CODE (MUPC)
A Persona l  Repre -

sentative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 

Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 03, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/11/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and

Family Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD20P1097EA
Estate of: 

Lea Scibelli 
Date of Death: 05/18/2020 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by John Michael 
Discenza of Holyoke, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account 
and other such relief as may 
be requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 

to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
05/03/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 01, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/11/2024

Legal Notice of Private Sale
Notice is hereby given by  

USA Towing, 71 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030, 
sale of a motor vehicle pursu-
ant to the provisins of M.G.L. 
C. 255, Section 39A, that on 
April 22, 2024 at 8:00 a.m., 
at USA Towing, said motor 
vehicle will be sold at a pri-
vate sale to satisfy the garage 
keeper’s lien for towing, stor-
age and costs of sale. 

2017 Dodge Journey
VIN: 3C4PDCBG0HT523077
No plates w/vehicle
Last known reg. owner:
Robert Nobriga Jr.
93 Reynolds St., Apt. A
Danielson, CT 06239

04/04, 04/11, 04/18/2024

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 23rd
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

wdelcamp@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

FOGG, JAMES D.
Died March 21, 2024

Celebration of Life
April 13, 12 p.m.

Storrowtown
West Springfield

City Cremations, Inc.

ObituaryObituary
DEATH NOTICEOBITUARY POLICY 

Turley Publications of-
fers two types of obit-
uaries. One is a free, 
brief Death Notice 
listing the name of de-
ceased, date of death 
and funeral date and 
place. The other is a 
Paid Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish ex-
tended death notice 
information of their own 
choice and may include 
a photograph. Death 
Notices & Paid Obitu-
aries should be submit-
ted through a funeral 
home to: obits@turley.
com. Exceptions will 
be made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

 Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Summer EventSummer Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes May 22.

Deadline for submissionsDeadline for submissions
is April 22.is April 22.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR 

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate with 
experience, Current appropria-
tion is $30.28 per hour. Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

TOWN TREASURER:

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) position 
of Town Treasurer. Full job de-
scription at brookfieldma.us. 
Salary commensurate with ex-
perience. Current appropriation 
is $80,498.62.  Submit cover let-
ter and resume to: selectmen@
brookfieldma.us.  Reviews begin 
week of April 15th.  Open until 
filled.  The Town of Brookfield is 
an Equal Opportunity/ Affirma-
tive Action Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Community
newspapers
championed

“mobile-friendly” 

Keep up with current trends, our newspaper 
web sites are mobile-friendly too!

Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 

browse newspaper archives and 
submit your own news items by visiting
www.newspapers.turley.com
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be buried deeper than they started out. This is be-
cause tomatoes have the ability to make roots along 
the length of their stem.   

Another exception are marigolds. More roots mean 
healthier shoots!  

Water the transplants well with a gentle spray.  
They can now be put back under the artificial lights 
you’ve rigged up.  

Continue to keep the lights within inches of the 
plants for the stockiest growth. Or, if you’re lucky 
enough to have a sunroom or hobby greenhouse, the 
seedlings will thrive there!  

Shade them from direct sun for a few days after 
transplant to prevent wilting. Soon the roots will re-
cover from the shock of transplant and will again be 
able to sustain the plant.   

Night time temperatures can dip as low as 50 de-
grees for most plants. In fact, lower night temps will 
help to ensure the stocky specimen we desire. 

Fertilize with half-strength liquid plant food ev-
ery 10 days to two weeks. Begin to “harden-off ” your 
transplants a couple of weeks prior to putting in the 
ground. 

Thus far they have been kept in a carefully con-
trolled environment. Planting them without a period 
of acclimatization may mean disaster!   

Place them outdoors in a shady spot protected 
from the wind for only a few hours each day. As the 
days progress keep them out longer and increase their 
exposure to bright sun and wind.  

Don’t forget to water during this process, but forgo 
all fertilizer. 

With less than two months to go until the danger 
of frost is officially passed, our home grown seedlings 
won’t have long to wait, and neither will we!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 31 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 

GARDEN   ❚   from page 4

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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EASTHAMPDEN – CitySpace is thrilled to 
announce the launch of its 2024 Pay It For-
ward program, aimed at supporting artists 
and organizations across Hampden, Hamp-
shire, and Franklin counties. This initiative 
provides free access to CitySpace’s Blue 
Room, a dynamic performance and incuba-
tor space situated in the historic Old Town 
Hall of Easthampton.

Interested applicants can submit their 
proposals via cityspaceeasthampton.org/pif 
until May 6, at 11:59 p.m.

Pay It Forward offers artists short-term 
residencies and access to the venue for pub-
lic performances and rehearsals between 
July and December 2024. Selected artists will 
receive a stipend of up to $1,000, along with 
proceeds from ticket sales generated by their 
public performances. Moreover, recipients 
will benefit from workshops, peer-learning 
cohorts, and personalized coaching sessions 
aimed at enhancing their artistic practice, 
fostering new skills, connections, and inno-
vative ideas.

Open to performers of all disciplines. Pay 
It Forward seeks to empower the vibrant ar-
tistic community within Hampden, Hamp-
shire, and Franklin counties. While open to 
all artists and creative organizations in the 
three counties, Pay It Forward focuses on 
supporting under-resourced artists and en-
courages BIPOC artists, LGBTQ+ artists, art-
ists living with disabilities, and organizations 
that serve such artists, to apply.

Having piloted the Pay It Forward pro-
gram alongside the unveiling of the Blue 
Room, CitySpace has witnessed the impact 
of the program firsthand. Kim Chin-Gib

bons, a 2022 pilot program recipient with 
her progressive rock band Sunset Mission, 
and recently appointed CitySpace Artist Ad-
visory committee member said, “This pro-
gram allowed us the time to really develop 
everything, not just to our liking but the nec-
essary whole of what we are trying to do. We 
got to have rehearsals all day long, run tech, 
and shoot a music video. It was wonderful.”

Officially launching the program in 2023, 
Pay It Forward offered over 1250 comple-
mentary hours last year to artists for the-
ater performances, concerts, rehearsals and 
more. Queer Community Theatre founders 
and 2023 Pay It Forward recipients, Emily 
Fuller and Erin F., attest to its significance to 
their sold out production of Bar Dykes, stat-
ing, “Without the Pay It Forward program, 
we absolutely would not have been able to 
make this production the success that it was.”

Pay It Forward 2024 is made possible by 
the generous funding from the Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts’ Val-
ley Creates, Greenfield Saving Bank, Peak 
Performance Roofing, Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council, Delap Real Estate, Finck and 
Perras, and Tandem Bagel.

Artists needed for ‘Pay-it-forward’ campaign

Grupo Mambique, 2023 Pay It Forward Recipient. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Alex Paquin, Falling in Love During a Pandemic and Waking Up to Reality, 2023 Pay It Forward Recipient.

Golf outing in July
WEST SPRINGFIELD – The Parish 

Cupboard, a food pantry and hot lunch 
program located in West Springfield 
will be holding a fundraiser on Satur-
day June 1 with it’s annual golf outing.

This event brings together golfers 
of all levels to raise money for the Cup-
boards mission. The tournament is a  
noon shot gun start Scramble event. 
Registration begins at 11 a.m. Lunch, 
dinner, a swag bag, contests, prizes and 
raffles are all part of the event.  

Golf is $125 per person. To attend 
the dinner only is $30. Sponsors and 
prize donors are also needed to make 
the event successful.

A tournament sponsor is available 
for $1500, which includes a foursome. 
Silver Tee sponsors are available for 
$125 and Gold Tee sponsors are avail-
able for $250. For more information 
contact Bob at the Parish Cupboard 
at 413-794-7969 or email parishcup-
board@aol.com.

BE PART 
OF SOMETHING 

MORE!
On the spot interviews 

and offers for
 qualified candidates. 

Please bring your 
Driver’s License and 
second form of ID.

STARTING 
PAY RATES:

Direct Care Worker I: 
$21.44/hr

Direct Care Worker II: 
$22.95/hr

Direct Care Worker Ill: 
$24.94/hr

Direct Care Worker IV: 
$27. 72/hr
LICENSED 

PRACTICAL NURSE: 
$34.16/HR

Rates do not include 
potential differentials of 

$1.25-$4.00/hr.

*Must be at least 18 years 
old and possess a valid 

driver’s license to qualify.

DDS is an Equal Opportunity Employer committed to fostering a diverse, inclusive, and accessible work environment. We do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, religion, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, age, disability, national origin, veteran status, or any other basis covered by protected law. 
To ensure an inclusive and accessible experience for all participants, we are fully committed to providing reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. 

Further information and details will be communicated to applicants through our registration correspondence.

The Department of 
Developmental Services 

is looking for Direct Care Workers 
and Licensed Practical Nurses 

to join their team in 
Central & Western Massachusetts.

Direct Care & LPN
HIRING EVENT
Tuesday 4/9/24
10:30am-2pm

Palmer Public Library
1455 N Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

BENEFITS
INCLUDE

Excellent
retirement plans

Generous paid
time off

Health, dental
and vision plans

RSVP
RECOMMENDED:

https://tinyurl.com/u3tacaay


