
Phone: 413.283.8393   •   Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews   •   Email: aan@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

February 27, 2025   ❙   Vol. 46,  No. 52   ❙   $1.00 www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

ADVERTISER NEWS
AGAWAM

LIBRARY
March 
activities
PAGE 2

SPORTS
Playoffs 
begin
PAGE 7

LOCAL
Cooper’s 
Food Drive
PAGE 3

APL ‘sets the tone’ 
at V-Day event

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The library 
celebrated Valentine’s Day 
with a love song and anti-love 
song bingo for adults. 

Adult Services Associate 
Kristen Frost came up with 
the idea and thought it would 
be a fun way to invite people 
into the library. 

She selected a variety of 
different songs for people to 
hear for the bingo to try to 
have a piece of music for ev-
eryone in attendance.

“I wanted to have some-
thing for everyone so…it is 
all different genres, some of 
the songs are funny, some 
are more serious or sad or 
just old standards that might 
make someone smile,” Frost 
said. “I look forward to the re-
actions of the people playing 
the bingo game as to what 
they think about the music.”

Frost also made sure to 
include both love songs and 
anti-love songs, so even those 
who may not enjoy the ro-
mantic aspect of Valentine’s 
Day could still come by and 
have fun. 

“On Valentine’s Day some-

times you feel the pressure 
that you have to be in a re-
lationship with someone to 
celebrate and I didn’t want 
anyone to feel like that was 
the focus of the event,” Frost 
said. 

She feels that people who 
are not in romantic relation-
ships should still be able to 
enjoy the holiday, and she 
wanted to ensure that was 
portrayed in the event.

To come up with the list of 
songs for the evening, Frost 
surveyed her coworkers on 
different songs that could fit 
the theme. 

She also searched up top 
love songs and top breakup 
songs across the ages so she 
could find additional songs 
she may have missed. 

The bingo games were low 
stakes overall, as Frost want-
ed this event to be relaxed 
and enjoyable for all. How-
ever, people could win some 
small prizes for their bingo 
triumphs. 

Prizes included Valen-
tine’s Day Candy, some little 
decorations, art supplies and 
even an umbrella with hearts 
on it. 

School district will not 
follow Frontier’s approach

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam Pub-
lic Schools are working to 
plan out how they will con-
tinue forward now that the 
MCAS is no longer a high 
school graduation require-
ment.

While Frontier Region-
al School District in South 
Deerfield has recently an-
nounced that they intend 
to keep the MCAS as a high 
school graduation require-
ment moving forward, Super-
intendent Sheila Martin has 
affirmed that APS will not be 
doing the same. 

“The vote to eliminate 
MCAS as a competency de-
termination was a yes vote 
in Agawam so we are not 
looking to include it in our 
competency determination 

at this point in time,” Martin 
said. 

Martin and other faculty 
and staff at APS are looking 
into alternatives for a compe-
tency requirement. 

“The competency deter-
mination is based on the 
standards that students were 
taking and being assessed on 
the MCAS,” Martin said. “So 
the equivalence is English 
nine and ten, algebra one and 
geometry, those are what was 
included on the test and the 
competency determination 
should mirror that.” 

This will be a requirement 
added to the high school 
graduation requirements so 
APS can ensure that all of 
its students have the needed 
level of understanding in key 
subjects. 

Fleagle completes Eagle project

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Scout Dean 
Fleagle has completed his 
Eagle Scout project where 
he worked to raise funds to 
support the Dakin Humane 
Society. 

Fleagle worked over the 
course of several months to 
raise money for the Dakin 
Humane Society. 

He ran several supply 
drives at Smithland Pet and 
Garden Center where peo-
ple were invited to donate 
supplies Dakin needed or 
make donations. 

During these supply 
drives Fleagle also ran a 
bake sale to help raise addi-
tional funds. 

“We sold brownies, 
pumpkin bread, cookies 
and tried to raise as much 
money and get as many 
supplies as we could,” Flea-
gle said. 

Through these drives he 
was able to get over $700 
worth of supplies to Dacon 
and used remaining funds 
to buy fleece that he used to 
make blankets. 

Fleagle and his team 
of volunteers were able to 
make over 150 blankets 
with the fleece Fleagle pur-
chased that they then sent 
to Dakin Humane Society 
for them to give to their an-
imals. 

“We had some scouts sit 
in the basement, take the 
fleece, cut it up and tie it 
into over 150 blankets in to-
tal that were donated,’’ Flea-
gle said. 

It took a lot of hard work, 
and Fleagle was proud to 
have been able to gather as 
many supplies and dona-
tions as he did. 

“It was important to me 
to get this done and I was so 
happy I was able to do it to 
such a high level by giving 
so many blankets and sup-
plies,” Fleagle said. 

He also sends out his 

gratitude to the people and 
organizations that offered 
their support as he worked 
on this project. 

“I am thankful to Aga-
wam as a community for 
being so supportive and 
generous with their dona-
tions,” Fleagle said. “Along 
with them, the Knights of 
Columbus significantly 
contributed to our project 
as they donated $300. 

Fleagle was inspired to 
begin this project when 
he heard about how after 
COVID many people were 
returning the “COVID pets” 
they had. He had always 
cared deeply for animals 

and wanted to try to sup-
port shelters during this 
time. 

Through doing this proj-
ect, Fleagle was able to 
practice a variety of differ-
ent skills. He worked hard to 
organize the different steps 
and communicate clearly 
with all the different groups 
involved in the work. 

“Organizing with so 
many different people and 
getting a lot of people to 
work together with me was 
probably the most challeng-
ing part of it, but I found a 
lot of joy in learning how to 
do it,” Fleagle said. 

Moreover, he got a lot of 

practice in documenting 
the different steps of his 
project so he could keep 
track of all of the moving 
parts. 

Additionally, he feels 
that he has learned that he, 
and other people his age, 
are able to do projects that 
really can make an impact 
on the community. 

“A lot of people my age do 
not recognize that they can 
have this kind of contribu-
tion to their community at 
such a young age and I am 
glad that I can hold that ti-
tle to know that I did some-
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Champs again

The Agawam High School ice hockey team captured the Western Mass. Class B Championship last Saturday afternoon with a 
6-1 win over Taconic High School. It was the first sectional title for Agawam in a decade. The Brownies moved into the state 
tournament earlier this week. More photos from the championship game are on page 7. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Scout Dean Fleagle got to know Tilly at Dakin Humane Society with help from Community 
Engagement Manager Kaitlyn Holloway. Tilly is up for adoption.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

raising funds to support  Dakin

The Valentine’s Day love song BINGO event drew a health crowd.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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Library announces adult activities and programs
AGAWAM – Spring is al-

most here. And the Agawam 
Library is offering many ex-
citing programs for adults 
this March. We start the 
month with a second chance! 
Journey through the Roots 
of American Popular Music 
with Jon Waterman was re-
scheduled to Monday, March 
3 at 6:30 p.m. Come experi-
ence this entertaining, mu-
sical and historical offering 
that provides a panorama 
of American Music! Jon Wa-
terman has been perform-
ing his original songs along 
with blues, rock and country 
standards throughout his 
life. His music is influenced 
by intriguing characters 
and stories from history, the 
roots of the music he loves, 
and the diversity of the hu-
man experience. He blends 
history, storytelling and 
music to bring his research 
to life in a compelling way. 
This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Aga-
wam Local Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultur-
al Council, a state agency. 
Please register for this event. 

Adult Board Game Night 
returns on Wednesday, 
March 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Clini Community Room. We 
will have games on hand like 
Settlers of Catan, Ticket to 
Ride, Munchkin, and more 
- but feel free to bring your 
own. There will be multiple 
tables for multiple games, so 
bring a friend or meet some 
like-minded gamers at the 
event. Light refreshments 
like cookies, cupcakes, and 

juices will be available. This 
is a drop-in event for ages 
18+. 

Now that the warmer 
weather is coming, it’s time 
to start thinking about get-
ting outside more often! 
Have you been wanting to 
increase your exercise goals? 
Are you looking for a way 
to stay motivated when it 
comes to your daily work-
out schedule? Sign up to try 
our Couch to 5K group this 
spring and start to build a 
healthy habit of movement. 
Join librarian Kristen Frost 
on Saturday, March 8 at 9 
a.m. in the Clini Communi-
ty Room for an introductory 
meeting and workout. Come 
learn about the plan to work 
toward the goal of being able 
to complete a 5K distance 
walk or run. Please note this 
group will meet once a week 
for six weeks. Please contact 
Kristen directly at kfrost@
agawamlibrary.org with spe-
cific questions about weekly 
meet-ups. Registration is 
required for the introducto-
ry meeting on March 8. This 
program is for Adults 18+. 

Who says coloring is just 
for kids? Join us on Monday, 
March 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Clini Community Room for 
Creative Crayons workshop 
with Marie Tucker. Grown-
ups can make beautiful art 
with crayons, too, and artist 
Marie Tucker will be here 
to show you how. Marie will 
lead the class in creating a 
version of Monet’s Water 
Lilies in this instructional 
workshop. Sign up to create 
a fun piece of art using the 

simplest of mediums. Regis-
tration is required, as space 
is limited.

Get ready to have your 
wits challenged! Join us 
for tasty tea and a couple 
rounds of Jeopardy and 
pub-style trivia! Our eve-
ning session will be Tuesday, 
March 18 at 6:30 p.m. and 
our afternoon session will 
be Wednesday, March 19 at 
2:30 p.m. Both will be held in 
the Clini Community Room. 
Come by yourself or with a 
team; prizes will be awarded 
to the winning players. We 
will use the same questions 
for both sessions, so choose 
the time you prefer and join 
us for some fun! These pro-
grams are for patrons ages 
18 and older and registration 
is required.  

If you’ve absolutely fallen 
in love with our eBook/au-
diobook app Libby, stop by 
and learn how to use it like a 
pro. Our March Tech Classes 
will be on Wednesday, March 
19 at 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, 

March 25 at 10 a.m. in the 
Clini Community Room. In 
this class, we will assume 
everyone is familiar with the 
basics of using Libby, and we 
will demonstrate advanced 
searching and sorting tech-
niques. We’ll show you how 
to create lists of your favor-
ite books, and how to find 
books from other libraries. 
Bringing your favorite Libby 
device is recommended, and 
knowing your library log-
in information is required. 
Please register for either ses-
sion. 

Sound Healing with Julia 
Nadolny is back for a return 
engagement on Monday, 
March 24 at 6:30 p.m. Look-
ing to escape the noise of 
daily life? Embrace and re-
lax to the soothing sounds 
created by the quartz crys-
tal bowls, tuning forks, and 
chimes with Julia Nadolny. 
Come learn how to release 
stress and improve your 
mental focus with a peace-
ful, rejuvenating experience. 

Be sure to bring a yoga mat 
to lay on along with a blan-
ket. If you prefer, you can 
also bring along a pillow for 
extra comfort. Chairs will 
also be available for those 
who need them. Please regis-
ter for this event. 

The return of our be-
loved Crafterpalooza allows 
craft-minded people to re-
stock current craft items, 
or get some supplies to try 
something new at no charge. 
We will be collecting new 
and gently used craft sup-
plies between March 10 and 
March 24. Please donate any 
craft materials that you no 
longer want or use that are 
in prime condition to our 
collection bin near the main 
circulation desk. Crafter-
palooza shopping will take 
place on Friday, March 28 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, March 29 from 10 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. To make the 
event fair to all shoppers will 
be given a bag to fill upon en-
tering. They may take 1 larg-
er, carry out item. Thank you 
for your understanding and 
cooperation! 

Are you prepared to pro-
tect yourself against identi-
ty theft? There is no better 
time to educate yourself on 
this topic than right now. 
Join Lisa Pandolfi from Free-
dom Credit Union on Mon-
day, March 31 at 6:30 p.m. as 
she presents the pitfalls of 
identity theft and synthetic 
identity. Learn practical ac-
tion steps on how to protect 
your identity and what to do 
if you fall victim to this in-
creasing threat. Please regis-

ter for this event. 
Our March Virtual Author 

Series features three impres-
sive authors. On Wednesday, 
March 12 at 2 p.m., author 
Dan Heath will discuss his 
latest book Reset: How to 
Change What’s Not Working. 
Celebrate National Women’s 
Month with a discussion 
with Author Clara Bingham, 
author of The Movement: 
How Women’s Liberation 
Transformed America on 
March 20 at 2 p.m. And best-
selling contemporary author 
Jennifer Weiner will present 
The Dreams We Chase-ex-
ploring the emotional depth 
of her bestselling books. At-
tendees will get a sneak peek 
at her upcoming release, The 
Griffin Sisters’ Greatest Hits.  
Jennifer’s Author Talk will 
take place on March 26 at 7 
p.m. Please note that these 
are virtual programs. Please 
register at libraryc.org/aga-
wamlibrary. 

Registration for adult pro-
grams is open now. Please 
visit our online calendar 
www.agawamlibrary.org  to 
register, or call the Informa-
tion Desk at (413) 789-1550 
X4. Our programs are often 
supported by the Agawam 
Center Library Association. 
During the winter months, 
any closings, delays or late 
openings will be reported 
to local TV stations 22 & 40, 
as well as their websites. In-
clement weather closings or 
delays will also be posted on 
our social media platforms. 
Please visit our website for 
more information www.aga-
wamlibrary.org. 

Habitat’s Women Build kickoff is March 12
WEST SPRINGFIELD – In 

honor of Women’s History 
Month, International Wom-
en’s Day, and Habitat for 
Humanity International’s 
Women Build Week, our local 
affiliate will kick off its own 
“Women Build” event. 

Held Wednesday, March 
12, at White Lion Brew-
ing Company’s Communi-
ty Boom Room (1500 Main 
St) in Springfield, the event 
starts at 6pm and is free to 
the public. No registration is 
necessary. 

Women Build provides 
an opportunity for women 
to take the proactive step 
in helping limited-income 
women and their families 
build stability through af-
fordable homeownership. Af-
ter all, more than 70% of Hab-

itat homeowners are women. 
To participate, individu-

als and teams fundraise or 
obtain a sponsorship. Then, 
they build for a day (or two), 
together, contributing to 
make a home more afford-
able. It costs approximately 
$255,000 to build a Habitat 
home, not including labor, in 
Hampden County.

There are a variety of spon-
sorship levels available. They 
include (1) individual oppor-
tunity; (2) team options; and 
(2) sponsor packages. Indi-
vidual fundraisers and teams 
will have access to an easy-to-
use, secure online donation 
platform that can be shared 
with family, friends, acquain-
tances, and colleagues. 

No experience is neces-
sary. All tools and materials 

are supplied on a build site. 
All are welcome, even men, 
and expert instruction is pro-
vided. Every dollar raised will 
support local projects and 
affordable housing within 
Hampden County. 

GSHFH is dedicated to 
strengthening communities 
by empowering low-income 
families to change their lives 
and the lives of future gener-
ations through homeowner-
ship and home preservation 
opportunities. Since 1987, 
Greater Springfield Habi-
tat has built or repaired 129 
homes in Hampden County. 

For more information, 
contact Olga Callirgos, 
Homeowner Programs co-
ordinator, at callirgos@hab-
itatspringfield.org or (413) 
739-5503 x1003.

Teacher’s union to remove offensive material
Yesterday, leadership for the Mas-

sachusetts Teachers Association 
announced that they would be re-
viewing and removing offensive and 
antisemitic materials from the set of 
resources the Union provides to its 
member teachers. This announce-
ment follows a week of backlash 
after Senator John C. Velis (D-West-
field) and other members of the Spe-
cial Commission on Combating An-
tisemitism questioned MTA leaders 
during a public hearing about nu-
merous antisemitic images and its 
unbalanced resources for teachers 
on the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

“Yesterday’s acknowledgement 

by MTA leadership is long overdue. 
Both Jewish and non-Jewish teach-
ers have been fighting courageously 
to have these blatantly antisemitic 
resources removed, and for far too 
long, their concerns have fallen on 
deaf ears,” shared Senator John C. 
Velis, Co-Chair of the Special Com-
mission. “That being said, taking the 
time to reflect is always a good thing, 
and I think that yesterday’s state-
ment and the feedback we continue 
to hear emphasizes why the Com-
mission’s meeting was so important.”

“The images on the Massachu-
setts Teachers Association website 
were antisemitic, offensive and nev-

er should have been shared in the 
first place,” shared Governor Maura 
Healey

Prior to the Commission’s hear-
ing on Feb. 10, the MTA board of di-
rectors rejected a motion by many 
rank-and-file union members to 
take some of the materials down. 
During the hearing Velis shared his 
concerns with not only the dozens of 
blatantly antisemitic visuals accessi-
ble through the union’s website, but 
also the promotion of one-sided edu-
cational materials about the conflict. 

“I believe that removing the an-
tisemitic materials is only one step 
of correcting this grave injustice and 

the education malpractice presented 
in these materials. Additionally, and 
as importantly, adding additional 
resources to reflect the nuance and 
balance of this incredibly complex 
subject is absolutely paramount,” Ve-
lis said. “As I’ve said from the begin-
ning, I believe that it is critically im-
portant that we listen to and engage 
with all perspectives, not just with 
words, but with actions. I’ve learned 
many things over this Commissions 
short life, first and foremost being 
how engrained antisemitism is in 
so much of our society and why the 
creation of this Commission was so 
vitally important.”

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Grange to 
hold spring 
tag sale

AGAWAM – Communi-
ty Grange #382 of Feeding 
Hills located at 47 North 
West Street will hold an 
indoor spring Tag Sale on 
Saturday, March 15 from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

The tag sale will in-
clude furniture, house-
hold items, crafts, etc. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
building fund.

Jon and Li Waterman to present 
historical music retrospective

AGAWAM –  On Mon-
day, March 3, Jon and Li 
Waterman will perform “A 
Journey through the Roots 
of American Popular Mu-
sic” at the  Agawam  Public 
Library at 750 Cooper St. 
in  Agawam  at 6:30 p.m. The 
program consists of original 
songs and history, and ex-
plores some of the fascinat-
ing characters and events at 

the roots of the blues, coun-
try, rock and other genres 
of American popular music. 
The show also touches on 
the darker side of American 
popular music as well as how 
music helps shape our iden-
tity as a people.  Songwriter 
and musician Jon Waterman 
has performed his music and 
history programs in venues 
throughout New England as 

part of a series called  Live 
Music Making History Live. 
The series was designed  to 
encourage the celebration 
and exploration of history 
through music. The program 
is supported in part by a 
grant from the Agawam Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Habitat for Humanity will hold a Women Build kickoff event on 
March 12. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Rotary Club 
to award 
scholarships

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Rotary Club is now 
accepting applications for 
4 scholarships the club of-
fers annually. The awards 
cover a diverse range of 
interests and include vo-
cational/technical train-
ing, cultural arts, the legal 
profession, and assistance 
with attending college.

A full description and 
application for each of 
these scholarships can 
be found at the Agawam 
Rotary Club’s webpage at 
agawamrotary.org. Click 
on “Scholarships” at the 
top of the home page. 
Please note that applica-
tions must be received by 
April 1, 2025.
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Cooper’s Gifts hosting food drive
AGAWAM – Cooper’s 

Gifts will collect non-per-
ishable food donations for 
the Parish Cupboard. In ex-
change, Cooper’s will swap 
entry tickets for various 
Celtic-themed raffle items. 
Raffle winners will be no-
tified on St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17.

Cooper’s has supported 
the Parish Cupboard for 
many years in the winter, 
through the stores charity 
Round Up Program.  “Peo-
ple are really struggling 
under the weight of infla-
tion. We worked with our 
closest vendors to curate 
Celtic-themed raffle prizes 
that would entice people 
to donate more non-per-

ishables that would ben-
efit the good folks over 
at the Parish Cupboard.,” 
said Kate Gourde, Owner 
of Cooper’s Gifts Apparel 
Home.

Each month Gourde 
chooses a local charity to 
receive the profits of the 
store’s Round Up program, 
through which custom-
ers are invited to round 
up their purchase total to 
the next dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 
50% of the total collected. 
The program has donated 
over $60,000 to local orga-
nizations since its incep-
tion in 2014. “Our custom-
ers have been so supportive 
of Cooper’s through thick 

and thin. We are so grate-
ful and wanted to pay it 
forward; to help those less 
fortunate in our commu-
nity. The Parish Cupboard 
provides meals and grocer-
ies to individuals and fam-
ilies in need throughout 
West Springfield, Agawam, 
and Feeding Hills. Their 
mission is neighbors help-
ing neighbors, and we love 
that.” Gourde said. 

“We are planning a Celt-
ic Celebration at the shop 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
March 1st and 2nd, and we 
invite the whole commu-
nity to come out for some 
fun and good cheer. In ad-
ditional to our great se-
lection of Celtic products; 

our favorite crochet artist, 
Laura, will be here to show 
her talent in hand crafting 
her very popular Celtic 
neck wraps. Also, Agawam 
author, Judy Cosby, will be 
meeting and greeting fans 
while signing copies of the 
second in her Eliza Grey 
mystery series, The Entrap-
ment.

Cooper’s is located at 
161 Main St., Agawam, and 
is open Monday-Friday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 
12 to 4 p.m. More informa-
tion on the Round Up pro-
gram and how to nominate 
a charity, may be found on 
Cooper’s website www.coo-
persgifts.com/round-up/

ACAA scholarship 
offered to students

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Community Artists and 
Artisans is now accepting 
applications for its 2025 
Gloria McLellan Art Schol-
arship.

The scholarship is open 
to Western Massachusetts 
high school and college 
students pursuing art. The 
application form can be 
found at www.agawamarts.
com.  Final date for submis-
sion is April 15.

The scholarships are 
presented in memory of 
Gloria McLellan, who was 
a founding member of 
Agawam Community Art-
ists and Artisans.  Creat-

ing visual art well into her 
nineties, Gloria considered 
herself a lifelong student 
and teacher, and believed 
that artists and artisans 
should be encouraged and 
supported by their com-
munities.

Agawam Community 
Artists and Artisans has a 
mission to promote and 
encourage participation 
in art throughout Western 
Massachusetts. The public 
is welcome at our monthly 
meetings, held every sec-
ond Wednesday at the Aga-
wam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St., Agawam, start-
ing at 6 p.m.

Kindergarten
Information Night
March 6, 2025, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sapelli Elementary School, 65 Begley St.
Learn about the screening process
Receive enrollment information
Learn how to prepare your child for K
Meet educators and principals

Agawam 
Public 

Schools

Snow Date: 

March 12

Questions?

Contact Andrea Polley: 
apolley@agawamed.org

• The ECC provides all students with a standards-based 
education that builds the foundation for all future learning 
with the Agawam Public Schools. 

• We meet the needs of children with and without 
disabilities and follow a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum where all children learn through play hands-on 
activities. 

• We offer half-day sessions at both the Agawam Early 
Childhood Center (ECC) at 108 Perry Lane and at Sapelli 
School 65 Begley St.

• Applications are currently available at the Family Resource 
Center or you can download the application via the 

Agawam Public Schools website (agawamed.org). 
Select “Schools” - Early Childhood Center, select 
“Menu” - select “ECC Enrollment Information.”

Preschool Enrollment Agawam Early 
Childhood Center

(413) 821-0597
Contact Us

 

 

 

(413) 821-0597
Contact Us

 

 

 

Are you an Agawam resident looking for a comprehensive, competitively priced 
preschool experience for your 3 or 4 year old child? The Agawam Early Childhood 
Center (ECC) will begin accepting applications for both morning and afternoon 

sessions for the 2025-2026 school year beginning March 24, 2025.

(413) 821-0597
Contact Us

 

 

 

VP Cecile Fragoso to speak at 
March 10 Women’s Club meeting 

AGAWAM – The 
Vice-President of The Catho-
lic Women’s Club of Agawam, 
Cecile Fragoso, will be the 
speaker at the club’s March 
10 meeting. She will be 
speaking about her experi-

ence as a cast member of the 
television series “The Cho-
sen.” The evening will begin 
in the St. John the Evangelist 
Parish Center, located at 833 
Main St., Agawam MA. with 
refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

The club’s monthly business 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. 
followed by Cecile’s amazing 
performance. All area Catho-
lic Women are invited to join 
the club members at their 
monthly meetings.  

Senior Center announces upcoming activities offered to residents
AGAWAM – The Agawam 

Senior Center will be hosting 
a number of great activities 
in the next couple of months. 

Office Hours 
with Elected Officials

Monday, March 3 at 10 a.m.
Office Hours with City 

Councilor Anthony Russo 
Monday, March 3 at 10 a.m. 
in the Coffee Shop. Repre-
sentative for State Sen. John 
Velis at 11 a.m. in the Coffee 
Shop

Legislative Contact In-
formation Sen. John Velis 52 
Court Street, Westfield 413-
572-3920

Office Hours 
with Rep. Mike Finn

Tuesday, March 4 
from 10 to 11 a.m.

Representative Mike Finn 
is holding district office 
hours at the Agawam Senior 
Center on the first Tuesday 
of every month between 10 
to 11 a.m.

Caregivers Connect 
Dementia Caregiver 

Support Group
Tuesday, March 4 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 

in the Garden Room
We will have a guest 

speaker for our March 4th 

meeting. Anna Johnson is 
a Licensed Social Worker 
(LSW) with 38 years of expe-
rience working in area nurs-
ing homes. She is a graduate 
of Springfield College and 
Western New England Uni-
versity. The Covid pandem-
ic, made her pivot from the 
nursing home to state home 
care.   In the past four years, 
she has been a State Home 
Care Case Manager at Great-
er Springfield Senior Ser-
vices. She progressed into 
the Community Transition 
Liaison Program when the 
State of Massachusetts be-
gan the initiative to assist 
all nursing home residents’ 
return to the community.   
She has a passion for help-
ing people determine the 
best options for community 
living and providing sup-
port, education and empa-
thy to struggling consumers 
and families.  It has been an 
honor and privilege to listen 
to people’s stories and help 
them find a solution and 
provide hope. Anna and her 
husband Chris are lifelong 
residents of Agawam and the 
proud parents of two adult 
children, Emily and Chris-
topher. She enjoys reading, 
cooking and spending time 
with her family on Sebago 
Lake in Windham, Maine. 
Join us to feel heard, sup-
ported, and uplifted as you 
navigate the complexities 
of caregiving and celebrate 
the moments of joy and 
connection with your loved 
ones. Caregivers Connect 
will meet the first Tuesday of 
the month from 6-7 p.m. We 
hope you will join us. 

Monthly Ballroom Dance
Wednesday, March 5 

from 2 to 4 p.m.

Join Richie Mitnick 
for an afternoon of great 
tunes, dancing and snacks. 

Our monthly ballroom 
dance takes place in the 
Veteran’s Hall of the Senior 
Center from 2 to 4 p.m. 

We look forward to you 
joining us.

Facials
Thursday, March 6

from 11 a.m. to 12 noon
MA Licensed Estheti-

cian, Diane Neill began her 
journey with skin care and 
cosmetics over 20 years 
ago. Graduating from the 
former Brio Academy in 
Northampton, MA. Di-
ane has spent these past 8 
years providing facial ser-
vices to her Senior clients 
here in western MA. Diane 
will be providing facials at 
the Agawam Senior Center 
on a monthly basis begin-
ning in April. 

Services that will be 
available include: facials, 
microdermabrasion treat-
ments, masks, make-up 
artistry and facial waxing 
such as eyebrow, lip, chin. 
To find out more, come to 
an introductory session. 

Please register ahead 
of time ( for a head count) 
413.726.2836

Coffee & Chats 
with Director 

Cindy Sullivan
Friday, March 7 at 10 a.m.

Do you have questions, 
suggestions, or just want 
some good company? Join 
Director Cindy Sullivan for 
a warm cup of coffee, tea, 
or hot coco as she answers 
any questions you have 
about the Senior Center 
and upcoming events.

Agawam Cultural 
Council 

Father Daughter Duo 
~Gary Jones & Natalie
Friday, March 7 at 7 p.m.
The Agawam Cultural 

Council is excited to bring 
entertaining programs and 
opportunities to you. These 
exciting events can also be 
delivered into your home 
through local cable channel 
15. Join us at the Agawam Se-
nior Center, 954 Main Street 
on Friday, March 7 from 7 
to 8 p.m., doors open at 6:15 
p.m. You can also watch 
along on your TV on Chan-
nel 15 or High Definition 
Channel 1074 if you have ca-
ble or stream online at www.
agawamvod.cablecast.tv  
Reservations to attend are 
strongly suggested as seat-
ing is limited. This concert is 
free and open to the public.

Craft Class 
with Sunshine Village
Monday, March 10 and 

Monday, March 24
Join us for an exciting 

craft with Sunshine 
Village. Please call Kristi-

na at 726.2836 
to register. Space limited 

to 10 participants.

Michelle A. McCarthy, 
RMT – The Heart To Heart 

Healing Connection 
Monday, March 10

in the Library
Reiki is a Japanese stress 

reduction and relaxation 
technique. It is based on the 
idea that a “Life Force Ener-
gy” flows through each of us. 
When your Life Force Energy 
is low, you are more likely to 
feel the effects of stress or to 
feel ill. Reiki is a “hands on” 
method of reducing stress, 
promoting relaxation and 

creating balance in ourselves 
and our actions. Appoint-
ments on Monday, March 10 
are available. Call Kristina at 
726-2836 to book your ap-
pointment. Cost is $20 per 20 
minute session in the library. 
Please sign up ahead of time.

Treats And Trivia
Tuesday, March 11 at 1 p.m.

Join us in the auditorium 
of the Senior Center. 

Money Management
Thursday, March 13 at 2 p.m. 

at Seminar Hall
Managing personal fi-

nances can be challenging 
for individuals with failing 
eyesight, limited mobili-
ty, forgetfulness, or serious 
illness. Using trained vol-
unteers, the Money Man-
agement Program helps 
low-income seniors who 
struggle to pay their bills, to 
budget, and to write checks. 
MM offers two types of ser-
vices: the Bill Payer Program 
and the Representative Pay-
ee Program. Bill Payer vol-
unteers come into the home 
and help clients create a 
budget, write checks, and 
balance their checkbooks, 
while still allowing clients to 
control their financial deci-
sions and to physically sign 
checks written by volun-
teers. Representative Payee 
volunteers help those who 
are unable to manage their 
own finances and whose 
doctor has certified that in-
ability in writing. Upon ap-
plication, GSSSI is appoint-
ed by the Social Security 
Administration to manage 
only Social Security and/or 
SSI benefits. Money Man-
agement is always looking 
for new clients and volun-
teers. Currently, we have 53 

clients and 35 volunteers 
who work with our clients. 
To learn more about becom-
ing a Money Management 
client or volunteer, please 
attend the presentation 
by Steve Plummer, Money 
Management Supervisor, at 
the Agawam Senior Center 
on Thursday, March 13 at 2 
p.m. in the Seminar Hall.

Blood Pressure Checks
Thursday, March 13 and 

Thursday, March 27 
at 11:30 a.m.

Town Nurse Pam Franco 
will be available to take your 
blood pressure here at the 
Agawam Senior Center. She 
will be available starting at 
11:30 in Kristina’s Office by 
the dining room.

Foot Care Available
Thursday, March 13 and 

Thursday, April 10
The Agawam Senior Cen-

ter is able to offer monthly 
foot care service with our 
Pedi-Nurse Deborah.

Foot care is available 
March 13 and April 10. The 
cost of foot care is $40 per 
appointment. Please call 
the Senior Center at 413-
821-0604 to book your ap-
pointment.  

Manicures with Jane
Monday, April 7 
at Seminar Hall

Jane is a licensed nail 
specialist, who will give 
your fingernails that extra 
special attention and love 
they deserve. She is offering 
simple manicures that in-
clude clipping, filing, soak, 
massage of the hands and 
your choice of color. These 
appointments are 15 min-
utes each. The cost is $15 
per person. Call Kristina.

Marshal Mania set for Saturday
HOLYOKE – The St. Pat-

rick’s Committee of Holyoke 
will host the 2025 Marshal 
Mania Kick-Off Party on Sat-
urday, March 1, at the Log 
Cabin in Holyoke, MA. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Eaves-
drop, an Americana-pop/
Folk-Soul band from the 
Pioneer Valley, will start at 

8:00 p.m., followed 
by Unforgettable 
Fire, the #1 Pre-
mier U2 Tribute 
Band. Liberty 
Bank gener-
ously sponsors 
this year’s event. 
There will be a cash 
bar, food for sale 

from the Log Cabin, and 
raffles. Tickets are $20 
per person. 

Contact Jeff Walsh 
at jeffwalsh127@
gmail.com at 413-
530-3944 or John-

ny Driscoll at john-
nydriscoll@live.com at 

413-530-3328. 
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Guest Column

I received an email from 
an Oakham resident said 
he and a friend on Feb. 

12 startled a flock of about 
eight snow buntings as they 
drove along Adams Road in 
New Braintree. 

He said, “The buntings 
are seen here every winter.” 
On Feb. 18, I drove over Ad-
ams Road and saw the same 
flock of snow buntings. Their 
white bellies will visible as 
they flew up from the side of 
the road.

The snow bunting is sev-
en inches long with a plump-
ish body. In winter, snow 
buntings are streaked with 
buff and black. The ear patch 

and the back is streaked with 
buff as well as the flanks and 
breast. The belly is white and 
the bill yellow-orange. The 
male’s crown is black and 
the female’s buff.

The male in summer is a 
striking white and black. The 
head and breast are white 
and the back, tail and bill are 
black. The female in summer 
plumage is a more subdued 
version of the male with her 
head a gray color.

Snow buntings sum-
mer on the tundra and 
rocky shores, their breeding 
grounds. The female lays 
three to nine creamy blue or 
gray eggs in a nest of moss, 

grasses and earth placed on 
rocky ground. Their song is a 
musical warble and calls in-
clude “tew” and soft, buzzy 
notes.

In winter, they inhab-
it open fields, roadsides 
and beaches in the south-
ern Canada and the United 
States.

Brown creeper
Last week, I saw a brown 

creeper moving up a tree 
near one of my bird feeders 
and suet cakes. When they 
get near the top of the tree, 
they fly down to the base and 

It has been a few years 
since we tapped our 
maple trees and 

boiled down the 
sap.  

My husband 
and I agreed that 
with the upcom-
ing forecast of cold 
nights and warm 
days it was time to 
get out our supplies 
and give it another go 
‘round. 

Our backyard syruping 
days go back to the dating 
phase of our relationship. 
Enjoying homesteading ac-
tivities together made me 
certain that he was a “keep-
er.” 

I’m pulling this column 
straight from the archives 
and rereading it to be sure 
we get off to a good start.  

Maybe you too will give 
sugaring a try!

Although the sap from 
most native species of maple 
can be used to make syrup, 
sugar maple sap is most de-
sirable because it has a high 
sugar content. Sugar maples 
also bud out later than other 
species, a good feature con-
sidering sap from trees that 
have begun to break bud will 
produce syrup with an off-
taste.  

The trees you tap should 
be at least 10-12 inches in 
diameter at 4.5 feet off the 
ground. One tap is sufficient 
for healthy maples that size, 
three for those over 25” in 
diameter and two for those 
that fall in between.  

Tapholes are usual-
ly made 3-4 feet from the 
ground for ease of mainte-
nance. You’ll want to drill 
slightly upward 2.5-3 inches 
into healthy sapwood (not 
dark heartwood).  

Space taps evenly around 
the tree. The metal spout or 
spile is inserted into the ta-
phole and set in place with a 
gentle tap.  

For small scale produc-
tion, clean water or milk 
jugs with work great to col-
lect the sap- simply cut a 
small hole to accommodate 
the spout. Over the years 
we have upgraded to plastic 

spiles that attach to tubing 
inserted into a hole in a five 

gallon food-safe plas-
tic container. 

W h a t e v e r 
containers you 

use, be sure 
to make sure 
they are cov-

ered to prevent 
rain and debris from 
getting inside.  

When the weather is 
perfect, i.e. warm days and 
below freezing nights, sap 
will flow. On really good days 
I remember dumping the 
gallon jug mid-afternoon to 
make room for more!  

With our new set-up we 
usually collect 3-4 gallons 
per tree on a good day.When 
my kids were little they 
would graph just how much 
each tree produced!

Don’t let too many days 
go by before you begin to 
boil down your sap, though, 
or it will spoil. 

For our evaporator we 
rigged up a commercial 
stainless steel pan that fits 
over a stone outdoor barbe-
cue that came with the prop-
erty. It has worked out quite 
well for us.  

Whatever you decide to 

Backyard sugaring a fond memory to revisit

Dear Rusty: 
Please help, I served from 

1964 to 1966 in the US Army. 
I have been trying to con-

tact Social Security in order 
to request extra benefits for 
veterans. The telephone is a 
recording and you never get to 
speak to anyone. The web site 
at www.ssa.gov is useless to 
me. I went to the SS office and 
there was a huge line outdoors 
in the freezing cold. I am dis-
abled and cannot stand on a 
line in this cold. Please advise 
me about my options. Finan-
cially, is it worth the trouble? 

Signed: Disabled 
American Veteran 

 
Dear Disabled Veteran: 
My profound thanks for 

your service to our country. 
FYI, the “special extra 

credit for military service” 
you refer to does not pro-
vide an incremental Social 
Security benefit amount 
for military veterans. Rath-
er, it adds an additional 
amount to your record-
ing earnings for the years 
you served, which may or 
may not affect your Social 
Security benefit. FYI, I’ve 
written numerous articles 
on this topic, one of which 
you can read at this link: 
www.socialsecurityreport.
org/ask-rusty-older-veter-
an-asks-about-special-so-
cial-security-credit-for-mili-
tary-service/. 

 In your case, serving be-
tween 1964 and 1966, if you 
told Social Security of your 
military service when you 
applied for benefits or gave 
them a copy of your DD-214, 
they would have added up 
to $1,200 per year to your 
recorded military pay record 
(FYI, those who served after 
1967 were automatically giv-
en earnings credit for their 
military service years). 

However, whether those 
special extra credits would 
affect your SS benefit de-
pends on what your lifetime 
earnings record was when 
you later claimed SS. When 
you applied for benefits, So-
cial Security reviewed your 
lifetime earnings record and 
used the highest earning 35 
years of earnings over your 
lifetime (adjusted for infla-
tion) to calculate your “Pri-
mary Insurance Amount” or 
“PIA,” which is what you get 
if you claim benefits to start 
at your SS full retirement 
age. 

If, after your military 
service, you had 35 or more 
years of earnings which 
were higher than what you 
earned while serving, Social 
Security would have used 
those later higher earnings 
to calculate your benefit, 
and your military earnings 
wouldn’t affect your benefit. 
If, however, any of your mil-
itary earnings including the 
“special extra credits” were 
among the highest over your 
lifetime, then those higher 
military earnings would be 
included when calculating 

your benefit.  
 So, whether you will 

benefit from these “special 
extra credits for military 
service” depends largely on 
your post-service earnings 
history. If your military earn-
ings were among the highest 
earning years over your life-
time, and you provided SSA 
with a copy of your DD-214 
when you applied for Social 
Security, then your current 
SS benefit already includes 
consideration of your mili-
tary service. 

Social Security should 
have asked about your mil-
itary service when you ap-
plied. If you didn’t advise 
SS of your military service 
when you applied for Social 
Security, or if you aren’t sure, 
you should contact the SSA 
at 1.800.772.1213 and ask if 
you were given those “spe-
cial extra credits for military 
service” when you applied. 
However, if you had at least 
35 years of higher earnings 
after you left military ser-
vice, your current SS benefit 
is already based on those lat-
er higher earning years, and 
you will not get anything ad-
ditional from those “special 
extra credits” for your mili-
tary service years. 

FYI, we know it is often 
difficult to contact the So-
cial Security Administration 
by phone, as well as trying 
to visit SSA offices without 
an appointment, which is 
why our AMAC Foundation 
provides this free service). 
SSA is now allowing in-per-
son visits “by appointment 
only” and you can call the 
above number to schedule 
an in-person appointment 
at your local SSA office. But 
before you do, please con-
sider what I’ve said above. 
And remember that your SS 
benefit is based on the high-
est earning 35 years over 
your entire lifetime and each 
year represents only 1/35th 
of your benefit amount. So, 
is it worth the trouble? That 
depends on whether your 
military earnings, including 
the “special extra credits for 
military service,” are among 
the highest over your en-
tire lifetime. If the answer is 
“yes” then it is likely worth it; 
if ”no” then perhaps not. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for publi-
cation on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates on 
the ballot or discussing campaign issues should 
be sent to The Agawam Advertiser News, care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to aan@
turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by noon Mon-

day to be considered for that Friday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own can-
didacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters will 
be printed in the last edition before the election. 
For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state House, district 
attorney and Governor’s Council during the 
weeks leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In order to 
ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will reporters 
cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertis-
ing in The Agawam Advertiser News.

Election letters to the editor welcome
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use, be wary of boiling in-
doors – I have heard horror 
stories of the sticky steam 
doing a great job of lifting 
kitchen wallpaper!  

As I recall, my urban sis-
ter-in-law once boiled sap 
down on a gas camp stove 
out on her deck. We weren’t 
talking hundreds of gallons 
here, but just enough to 
show my nephew how it’s 
done!  

I kept notes from the last 
time we tapped our trees. 
Once we had collected 21 
gallons of sap to boil down. 
My husband started with 
about 15 gallons of sap in the 
pan and as the water evapo-
rated he added more – there 

is a careful balance between 
scorching and adding too 
much, not easily explained 
unless you’ve had the experi-
ence and monitored the can-
dy thermometer.  

Finish your syrup by no 
longer adding sap and wait-
ing until the syrup is 7.1 de-
grees higher than boiling 
water. Then, syrup can be 
filtered and stored in sterile 
containers at 185 degrees or 
higher for proper seal.

Forty-three gallons of sap 
are needed to make 1 gallon 
of syrup. It takes about 7 
hours of boiling to get that 
precious gallon if you use a 
rectangular pan 2 foot wide 
by 1 foot deep. 

Let these statistics be 
your guide so that you won’t 

get in over your head the 
first time you try it. Nothing 
is worse than having sap go 
to waste because you are too 
darn tired to boil into the 
late hours of the night.  

Nothing is better, how-
ever, than the first bite of 
maple syrup drenched blue-
berry pancakes the following 
morning!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

climb up the tree in a differ-
ent spot on the tree. 

Birds and more 
at my feeder

Sunday during the storm, 
I spotted an opossum un-
der my feeder digging in the 
snow for seeds. At this point, 
it switched to rain and the 
opossum had wet fur. Besides 
the opossum, I had squirrels 
and the usual black-capped 
chickadees, white-breasted 
nuthatches, tufted titmice, 
downy woodpeckers, dark 
eyed juncos, bluejays and 
mourning doves. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham resident saw 

a bald eagle land on the 
ice on Lake Dean. Late last 
month, fishing derby partic-
ipants saw an eagle at Lake 
Dean.

Loon facts
The Loon Preservation 

Committee newsletter men-
tioned facts about the first 
migration and acquiring 
breeding territory. Each fall, 
juvenile loons undertake 
their first migration to their 
wintering grounds. The arti-
cle said, “First, they have to 
manage the energetic costs 
of migration—sadly, not all 
survive the trip from their 
lakes to their wintering 
grounds. Those that make 
it to the ocean encounter a 
new and unfamiliar world, 
filled with prey species that 
they have no experience 
catching and predator spe-
cies like sharks and seals 
that they have no experi-
ence evading. Without their 
parents to show them the 
ropes, they have to quickly 
learn where to forage and 
how to evade these new 

predators. And carry-over 
effects resulting from the 
environmental conditions 
they experienced on their 
lakes during development 
can also influence their sur-
vival – those juvenile loons 
that were raised on lower 
quality territories may start 
off in worse shape than oth-
ers, which can reduce their 
chance of survival. All of 
these factors combine to 
mean that there is a 53% 
chance that a loon will sur-
vive from hatch to adult-
hood (age three).”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
m y b a ckya rd 8 8 @ a o l . c om 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek mythological 

figure
  5. Small amount
  8. Play a role
 11. River in Georgia and 

Alabama
 13. Water in the solid state
 14. Ancient Greek sophist
 15. Having a strong sharp 

smell or taste
 16. Fleece
 17. Writer/actress Dunham
 18. Behave in a way that 

belittles
 20. Comedienne Gasteyer
 21. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy fire
 22. Conceits
 25. Slowed down
 30. Nourishment
 31. Midway between east 

and southeast
 32. Fights

 33. Comedienne Tyler
 38. Standing operating 

procedure
 41. Locks
 43. Old
 45. Song sung to one’s 

lover
 47. Whale ship captain
 49. Moved quickly on foot
 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Large musical 

instrument
 56. Liquefied natural gas
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. Not closed
 60. A team’s best pitcher
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. Disfigure
 63. Prefix denoting “in a”
 64. Sleep

CLUES DOWN
  1. S. American plant

  2. Soul and calypso song
  3. Fruit of the service tree
  4. Continent
  5. Albania’s capital
  6. Poisonous plant
  7. Argues
  8. Assists
  9. Town in Galilee
 10. Russian leader
 12. Promotional materials
 14. Wings
 19. Not odd
 23. Expression of creativity
 24. Conceptualize
 25. A digital tape recording 

of sound
 26. Peyton’s little brother
 27. Cost, insurance and 

freight (abbr.)
 28. Difference in potential
 29. Owner
 34. I (German)
 35. Chinese conception of 

poetry

 36. The world of the dead
 37. Sign language
 39. Coincide
 40. Religious observance
 41. Confined condition 

(abbr.)
 42. Polite interruption 

sound
 44. Texas ballplayer
 45. Type of sword
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Basic unit of a 

chemical element
 48. Native American 

people in California
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar 

month
 53. Easily swindled 

person
 54. One point south of 

southwest
 58. Small island (British)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 8
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Mayoral 
breakfast 
set for 
March 6

AGAWAM – The West of 
the River Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting the VIP 
Mayor Breakfast on Thurs-
day, March 6 from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. The event will be held 
at Partners/Tansey’s Catered 
Table on Springfield St. in 
Agawam. Agawam Mayor 
Christopher Johnson and 
West Springfield Mayor Will 
Reichelt will be on hand to 
discuss happenings in each 
town and as well as collabo-
rative efforts going on. 

The mayors will also 
take questions from those 
in attendance. You can also 
submit questions to rob-
in@westoftherivercham-
ber.com. The cost is $40 for 
chamber members and $50 
for non-members. 

To register, go to the West 
of the River website.

Feline Friends announce 
next two fundraising drives

AGAWAM – Feline 
Friends will be holding 
our next two monthly do-
nation drives at Smithland 
Pet & Garden Center on 
Saturday, March 1 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. as well 
as April 5. Volunteers will 
be collecting food, litter 
& monetary donations for 
our kitties. Opened bags/
boxes will be accepted. 

Smithland, a valued 
sponsor, is stocked with 
Friskies Pate or 
Shreds canned food 
(single flavor cases 
are preferred), many 
Fancy Feast variet-
ies and unscented, 
clumping cat litter.

We would also 
appreciate jars 
of baby food 
(meat/poultry 
varieties), pa-
per towels, 
puppy pee-
pads 
a n d 

gift cards to Smithland or 
Costco. Checks or cash are 
always gratefully accepted 
at Feline Friends, PO Box 
174, Feeding Hills, MA 
01030.

 We appreciate all of 
the wonderful donations 
received at the Feb. 1 do-
nation drive including 
Joanne L, Alan, Karen, 
Carl and Cheryl K, Glo-
ria, Crystal M, Katie H, 
Jo a n E and Ken K and 

Irene F. Congrat-
ulations to all 
who won daily 
prizes on the 
Valentine Raf-
fle. Winners 

are announced 
nightly on our 
Feline Friends 
Cat Sanctuary 
on Facebook. 
Winners are also 
notified by email 
or phone. 

Just a remind-
er that we have 

donation bins at Smith-
land near the registers 
and at the Agawam Public 
Library.  

Please include contact 
information with dona-
tions if you would like an 
acknowledgement. This 
month Shirley H. dropped 
off some cat food at Smith-
land and an anonymous 
donor left cat food at the 
library. We are grateful for 
every donation.  

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, non-
profit sanctuary that does 
not discriminate against 
any cat based on age, gen-
der or disability.

More information 
about our sanctuary may 
be found on our website at 
felinefriendsinc.org or our 
Facebook page at Feline 
Friends Cat Sanctuary. 
Contact us with questions 
at info@felinefriendsinc.
org  or by phone at 413-
786-5019. 

Celebrate Youth Art 
Month at the library

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Public Library is delighted 
to once again showcase the 
young artists of Agawam! 
March is Youth Art Month, 
and in honor of that, visitors 
to the library will be treated 
to the artwork of the talent-
ed students from Agawam 
schools. The artwork ex-
hibited, called “The Artistic 
Creations of Agawam School 
Students Grades Kinder-
garten through 8th Grade,” 
will consist of mixed media 
pieces from students across 
Agawam schools. Pieces will 

be exhibited on both the up-
per and lower floors of the 
library; elementary school 
work will be displayed on the 
main floor, and Junior High 
School work will be exhibited 
downstairs.

Visitors are welcome to 
view the gallery at the Aga-
wam Public Library during 
regular open hours. Please 
contact Adult Services Li-
brary Associate, Erica LeFeb-
vre at (413) 789-1550 x8858 or 
elefebvre@agawamlibrary.org 
if you are interested in dis-
playing artwork at the library.

Library offers passes 
to local musuems

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Public Library has passes to 
several area museums for 
its members to use. Among 
them, the Mark Twain House 
and Museum located on 
Farmington Ave. in Hartford, 
Conn. To make a reservation 
to use the passes, call the in-
formation desk at 413-789-
1550, ext. 4. 

Passes are available to 
CW MARS cardholders eigh-
teen years or older with a 
valid library card in good 
standing (no lost items, no 
fees of $10 or more). Passes 
may be reserved up to four 
weeks in advance. There is a 
limit of 1 museum per family 
per day, and 3 reservations 
per family per month – 1 res-
ervation for each individual 
museum per month. Passes 
are due at the end of the fol-
lowing business day. 

Please return passes to 
the Information Desk if the 

library is open. They may 
be returned in the outdoor 
book drop when the library 
is closed. Passes must be re-
turned on time so they will 
be available for the next per-
son. 

Late fees are $5.00 per 
day with a maximum fine of 
$50. Museum passes will not 
be renewed. Museum passes 
cannot be checked out to ju-
venile accounts. Passes are 
picked up and returned at 
the Information Desk. You 
must present your library 
card. 

Please make reservations 
on the card that you will use 
to pick up the pass. 

Passes may be returned in 
the outdoor book drop when 
the library is closed. 

Passes are available to 
several area museums, in-
cluding Holyoke Children’s, 
and the Connecticut Trolley 
Museum.

Thunderbirds talent to visit MiraVista Center
HOLYOKE – MiraVista 

Behavioral Health Center 
is excited to announce that 
top talent from the Spring-
field Thunderbirds, the 
American Hockey League 
affiliate of the St. Louis 
Blues, will visit MiraVista 
(1233 Main Street, Holy-
oke) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 
at 2 p.m. This special event 
will include a slapshot 
contest, autograph sign-
ing, and an opportunity 
for staff to meet the team’s 
beloved mascot, Boomer.

The visit is part of 
MiraVista’s ongoing efforts 
to celebrate its top talent 
-- the dedicated staff who 
work diligently to make 
a difference in the lives 
of those they serve. The 
event offers a fun and en-
ergizing break in the day, 
giving employees a chance 
to connect with the Thun-
derbirds players and enjoy 
a few light-hearted mo-
ments.

“The discussion around 
mental health is such an 
important conversa-
tion, and orga-
nizations like 
MiraVista are so 
integral in address-
ing it,” said Springfield 
Thunderbirds Manager 
of Community Rela-
tions, Ryan Smith. “Men-
tal health is every bit as 
vital as physical health, 
and we’re honored to visit 
as a token of our appreci-
ation for the hard work be-
ing done on site every day 
at MiraVista.”

Kimberley Lee, MiraVis-
ta’s Chief of Creative Strat-
egy and Development, ex-
pressed the organization’s 
gratitude: “We couldn’t be 
more grateful to the Thun-
derbirds for bringing their 
energy and enthusiasm to 
MiraVista. This visit is a 
wonderful opportunity for 
our team to take a well-de-
served break, have some 

fun, and enjoy time 
with such a well-loved, lo-
cal team.”

Lee added that the 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
are known not only for 
their success on the ice 
but also for their com-
mitment to engaging with 
and supporting the local 
community. “MiraVista is 
proud to welcome them 
to the behavioral health 
center and looks forward 
to an afternoon filled with 
appreciation and team 
spirit.”

For more information 

about MiraVista Behavior-
al Health Center and the 
work we do, please visit 

www.miravistabhc.
care.

MiraVista cares 
for thousands of indi-

viduals from across New 
England and is a leading 
provider of mental health 
and addiction treatment 
services, dedicated to em-
powering individuals to 
overcome challenges and 
achieve their full poten-
tial. 

With a commitment to 
excellence and compas-
sion, MiraVista offers a 
comprehensive range of 
evidence-based treatment 
programs tailored to meet 
the unique needs of each 
patient. Through person-
alized care and support, 
MiraVista inspires hope 
and healing, helping indi-
viduals reclaim their lives 
and embrace a brighter 
future.
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Eversource hosting in-person 
assistance events to help customers 

SPRINGFIELD – As a re-
sult of colder temperatures 
this winter that have caused 
customers to use more nat-
ural gas to heat homes and 
businesses, Eversource is 
reminding customers of the 
many options available to 
help them manage their en-
ergy bills with financial as-
sistance, flexible payment 
plans, and energy efficiency 
programs. The company is 
hosting additional in-person 
assistance events in several 
Massachusetts communities 
in the coming weeks, where 
customer care represen-
tatives will provide details 
on programs to help make 
monthly payments more af-
fordable, protection from ser-
vice disconnection, and en-
ergy efficiency solutions that 
can lower bills by reducing 
energy usage.

“We know how challeng-
ing increased natural gas 
costs have been for our cus-
tomers this winter, and we’re 
here to help anyone who is 
struggling to pay their energy 
bill,” said Eversource Senior 
Vice President of Customer 
Operations, Digital Strategy 
and Chief Customer Officer 
Jared Lawrence. “Over the 
next month, our customer 
care representatives will be 
fanning out in communities 
across Massachusetts, meet-
ing with customers in-person 
to explain the variety of pro-
grams we offer that can help 
them manage their energy 
bill and reduce energy usage. 
They’ll also work one-on-one 
with customers to find the 
assistance programs that 
best fit their needs and help 
them enroll on site. Energy 
affordability is always a top 
priority for us, and we will 
continue working with our 
state partners to ensure that 
it is a key focus as we pursue 
Massachusetts’ unprecedent-
ed clean energy transition in a 
cost-effective manner.”

In-person events are cur-
rently scheduled for the fol-
lowing communities and 
more will be scheduled in the 
coming days:

• Tuesday, Mar. 18, Ray-
mond A. Jordan Senior Cen-
ter, Springfield, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Following a rate adjust-
ment that took place on 
November 1, the increases 
customers have seen in their 
recent bills have been driven 
by higher natural gas usage re-
sulting from this winter’s frig-
id temperatures. For example, 
usage increased by approxi-

mately 19% in January 2025 
compared to January 2024 for 
both of Eversource’s gas ser-
vice territories – NSTAR and 
the Eversource Gas Company 
of Massachusetts (EGMA/for-
mer Columbia Gas).

The November 1 rate ad-
justments reflected a variety 
of factors including the cost 
of natural gas on the supply 
side of the bill and – on the 
delivery side – Eversource’s 
significant investments in 
safety and reliability projects 
to strengthen and improve 
service for customers, as well 
as growth in energy efficien-
cy programs and services 
available to help customers 
better manage their energy 
use and advance decarbon-
ization goals. For NSTAR gas 
customers, energy efficien-
cy represented about 60% of 
the total increase relative to 
these adjustments. For EGMA 
customers, about 40% of the 
total increase was a result of 
the significant system invest-
ments to improve safety and 
reliability of the former Co-
lumbia Gas system that were 
required as part of the trans-
action agreement approved 
by the state, and energy effi-
ciency accounted for about 
a quarter of the November 1 
increase.

Additionally, an adjust-
ment to the cost of natural 
gas recently took effect on 
February 1. Twice per year, in 
May and November, the natu-
ral gas supply rate is adjusted 
based on market costs of buy-
ing gas for customers, which 
is passed on with no profit 
to Eversource. The company 
is also required by the state 
to adjust that gas supply rate 
between scheduled adjust-
ments if supply costs increase 
or decrease by more than 5%, 
which is why the rate was ad-
justed again on February 1. 
The cost of gas increased sig-
nificantly in January, driven 
primarily by the extreme cold 
temperatures in the supply 
regions as well as increased 
usage.

Yesterday, the Department 
of Public Utilities (DPU) di-
rected the local gas distribu-
tion companies in Massachu-
setts to reduce delivery costs 
by 5% through the local dis-
tribution adjustment charge, 
which includes energy effi-
ciency and other programs, 
among other investments the 
company makes. Details are 
still being finalized and will 
be available in the company’s 
filing that is due to the DPU 

on February 24.
Help is available for cus-

tomers who need it.
Eversource encourages 

customers to enroll in one of 
its payment plans or assis-
tance programs if they need 
help with their energy bill by 
calling 866-861-6225 (NSTAR) 
or 800-688-6160 (EGMA), or 
by visiting Eversource.com/
BillHelp.

• A Discount Rate is avail-
able to customers receiving 
public assistance benefits 
and have a household income 
at or below 60% of the state 
median income. These cus-
tomers may be eligible for a 
25% discount on their month-
ly natural gas bill. 

• The New Start Program 
can help income-eligible cus-
tomers reduce or eliminate 
their outstanding balance in 
as little as 12 months when 
they make on-time monthly 
payments. Eversource will 
eliminate or forgive a portion 
of the total balance enrolled 
in the program – reducing the 
amount owed each month.

• Flexible Payment Plans 
are available to all customers, 
regardless of income, to pay 
their past-due balance over a 
period of time. 

• Budget Billing Plans are 
also available and can help 
customers avoid seasonal 
spikes on their energy bill by 
paying a fixed amount each 
month based on their average 
annual usage. 

• The Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP) is a 
free resource offered by the 
state to help eligible home-
owners and renters pay a por-
tion of their winter heating 
bills. Customers can apply 
online at masscap.org/heat-
inghelpma.

• The Massachusetts Good 
Neighbor Energy Fund pro-
vides energy assistance to 
residents in temporary crisis 
who do not qualify for state 
and federal assistance pro-
grams. Visit magoodneigh-
bor.org to find your local 
Salvation Army Corps Com-
munity Center to apply.

Eversource will be no-
tifying customers directly 
about the company’s upcom-
ing in-person bill assistance 
events, which will also be 
posted on Eversource.com. 
The company is working to 
schedule additional in-per-
son and virtual assistance 
events across the common-
wealth in the coming weeks 
and more details will be avail-
able online.

Holyoke Mall announces exciting new tenants and transformative remodels
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Mall, Western Mass’s premier 
shopping, dining, and enter-
tainment destination, is pre-
paring for an eventful year of 
transformation in 2025. We’re 
excited to share some up-
dates on the center, including 
new store openings, remod-
els, and investments in the 
center. 

Holyoke Mall is thrilled to 
announce several additions 
and renovations that will en-

hance our offerings:
Pickleball Kingdom: Pick-

leball has become one of the 
fastest growing sports and 
we’re pleased to meet this 
growing demand with a new 
indoor pickleball club. Pickle-
ball Kingdom will feature 15 
individually fenced courts, a 
pro shop, snack bar, and out-
door playing surfaces with all 
the benefits of being inside.   
Construction is expected to 
start soon with an opening 

of late 2025 on the lower level 
near JCPenney. 

Footlocker: Recently re-
opened after a $1.1M remod-
el of their store. The refresh 
features their latest prototype 
with a new storefront, open 
ceiling concept, more space, 
and new lighting. 

JD Sports: Known for its 
innovative athletic footwear 
and apparel, JD Sports is set 
to open in April of 2025 on 
the lower level near Hobby 

Lobby. 
Altitude Trampoline Park: 

Altitude added 4 brand new 
attractions in February:

 • Arena: A fast-paced 
hunt-the-lights arena chal-
lenge where players test their 
speed and agility, compet-
ing individually, or in teams, 
to find and hit their colored 
pods. 

• AeroTower: Interactive 
target attraction for single or 
multiplayer games, with the 

added challenge of rotating 
targets that test hand-eye co-
ordination and reaction time.

• FreeStyle Duo: Dual in-
teractive reaction walls that 
challenge speed and reaction, 
with flashing lightpods that 
test players reaction time and 
jump accuracy. 

• PowrPlay: In this excit-
ing interactive soccer target 
game, players score points 
by hitting the opposite team’s 
target, with the option to 

score more points when hit-
ting flashing targets. 

Uncle Cho’s Fish & Chips: 
This fish and chips concept 
will be the latest addition to 
our food court and is expect-
ed to open soon. 

These exciting new tenants 
and updates will be a great 
complement to our unique 
mix of retail and experiential 
offerings at Holyoke Mall and 
we are very optimistic about 
what 2025 will bring.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/27/25-3/5/252/27/25-3/5/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

MAHI MAHI FILETS ......................

$239
lb

lb88¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. BEST YET

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................... $667

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$529
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAK ..........................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$199
lb

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE RABBITS .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$199
lb

$219

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................

$497
lb

lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM SKINLESS
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ..................$888

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET ..........................

$888
lb

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$777

lb

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

thing,” Fleagle said. 
He hopes that maybe 

other people his age will see 
this project and realize that 
they, too, can make a differ-

ence in their communities. 
Fleagle also sends a 

message to everyone in 
the community to consider 
adopting a pet or donating 
to shelters. 

Dakin Humane Society 

in particular works hard 
to support pets from all 
over the area and if they 
find themselves with extra 
funds, they always send 
them out to other shelters 
in the area that are in need. 

EAGLE   ❚   from page 1

Scout Dean Fleagle handed over the check of over $700 to Community Engagement Manager 
Kaitlyn Holloway from Dakin Humane Society. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Scout Dean Fleagle ran a project where he and some volunteers 
made 150 blankets to send to Dakin Humane Society. 

Scout Dean Fleagle is proud 
to have completed his Eagle 
Scout project where he raised 
funds to support the Dakin 
Humane Society. 
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Brownies take home Western Mass. hockey title
By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
There are a total of 21 players 
listed on the Agawam hock-
ey roster.  

None of them had ever 
played in a Western Mass. 
tournament game before 
last week.

It turned out to be a cou-
ple of memorable days for 
the second-seeded Brown-
ies. 

They advanced into the 
Western Mass. Class B finals 
following a 4-1 semifinal vic-
tory over the third-seeded 
Easthampton Eagles at the 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield, last Thursday 
night. 

Two days later, the 
Brownies made a return 
visit to Olympia where they 
defeated the fourth-seeded 
Taconic Thunder, 6-1, in the 
Class B finals.

“We’ve qualified for the 

Division 2 state tourna-
ment in the past, but we 
haven’t played in a Western 
Mass. tournament game 
since 2015,” said Todd Row-
ley, who’s wrapping up his 
fifth season as the Agawam 
hockey coach. “It would be 
very special for the players, 
our school, and our town if 
we’re able to bring home the 
championship title on Satur-
day.”

Ten years ago, the Brown-
ies defeated top-seeded 
Westfield, 2-1, in the West-
ern Mass. Division 3 champi-
onship game, which was also 
held at Olympia. They then 
beat Central Mass. champi-
on North Middlesex, 5-2, in 
the Division 3 state semifi-
nals at the MassMutual Cen-
ter before losing to Eastern 
Mass. champion Watertown, 
2-1, in the state finals which 
were held at the TD Garden 
in Boston.

The seniors listed on this 
year’s Brownies hockey ros-

ter are Landon Ashford, Vin-
ny Montagna, AJ Robbins, 
Cole Buffum, Evan Connery, 
Anthony DePalma, Trevor 
Del Barba, Aiden Pisano, 
Kyle Douglas, and Frank 
DiSanti.     

“I’ve been playing hockey 
with these guys my whole 
life,” said Buffum, who’s an 
assistant captain. “It would 
mean a lot to us if we could 
win the Western Mass. title.” 

Buffum finished the semi-
final victory with a goal and 
two assists.

Del Barba didn’t score any 
goals, but he was credited 
with a pair of assists.

Agawam entered the Divi-
sion 2 state tournament with 
a 12-8 overall record. 

The Brownies have post-
ed a 1-2 record in the state 
tournament since the MIAA 
changed the postseason 
tournament format several 
years ago. 

Brownies put up great 
effort in quarterfinal loss

AGAWAM – Any team 
having to go up against 
Central High School in boys 
basketball always has a 
tough challenge ahead of it.

Agawam, which has not 
regularly played Central in 
recent years, found itself in 
a matchup with the Golden 
Eagles in the Western Mass. 
Class A Tournament this 
year.

The Brownies hung with 
the Golden Eagles through-
out the first half and only 
trailed by three at halftime. 
But the Golden Eagles held 

down the Brownies offense 
in the second half for an 80-
62 win.

Elijah Maldonado had 
20 points for Agawam in 
the defeat. Meliah Tomak 
would score 14 and Bro-
dy Sheehan had 12 points. 
Agawam would face Min-
nechaug in a nonplayoff 
game and finished the 
season 15-5. Agawam was 
matched up with Leomin-
ster in the Division 2 State 
Tournament. They were 
scheduled for a matchup on 
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6 p.m.

Slow start hurts girls in quarterfinals
AGAWAM – Last Monday 

night, Agawam High School 
girls basketball entered the 
Western Mass. Class A Tour-
nament. The Brownies faced 

off with Longmeadow and 
fell 55-45 in the quarterfi-
nals. 

Agawam found itself 
down 20-4 after just one 

frame, and was despite a 
better second quarter, the 
Brownies were not able to 
make up the ground. Mia 
Canavan had 21 points for 

the Brownies while Isabella 
Laprise scored 10. Agawam, 
which is 16-4, entered the 
state tournament earlier 
this week.

HOCKEY   ❙   page 8 Trevor Del Barba fights for the puck.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Hannah Solitario crosses 
the arc.

Katelyn Cleavall gets around a Longmeadow guard.

Isabella Laprise eyes a teammate to make a pass.

Sophia Laprise crosses midcourt on offense.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Camden Saltmarsh clears the puck up the ice.Landon Ashford tries to win the faceoff.Angelo Robbins sends a wrist shot at the goal.Evan Connery maintains the puck.

Mia Canavan takes the free 
throw.

Emma LaCaresse brings in a pass.

Contact us: 
sport@turley.com

413.283.8393 
Find us online: 

sports.turley.com
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0231EA

Estate of: 
Frances Jean Kennedy

Also known as: 
Frances J Kennedy

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Elaine G Davis of 
Agawam, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Elaine G Davis of Agawam, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/24/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 24, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/27/2025

AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 

Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
at the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, MA., 
on Monday, March 10, 2025 at 
6:30 PM for all parties interest-
ed in the request of Matthew D. 
Preye who is seeking a Special 
Permit in accordance with the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning Or-
dinances, Ch.180-37(B) and Ch 
180-8.1 to allow for the keeping 
of hens at the premises identified 
as 347 Poplar Street.
02/20, 02/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0030CA 
In the matter of: 

Joseph Mendes Bonci
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name of 

Adult has been filed by Joseph 
Mendes Bonci of Feeding Hills, 
MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: 

Joseph Luis Mendes
 IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for pur-
poses of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at: Hamp-
den Probate and Family Court be-
fore 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/18/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this Court.
Date:  February 18, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P0331EA
Estate of: 

Timothy E. Duclos
Date of Death: 11/15/2024 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Marilyn J Du-
clos of Agawam, MA 

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Marilyn J Duclos of Aga-

wam, MA
has been informally appointed 

as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD22P0013EA 
Estate of: 

Greta Greenburg
Date of Death: 

November 9, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Elizabeth Ely 
of New York, NY

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Elizabeth Ely of New York, 
NY

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 

the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/27/2025

Town of Agawam
Moore Street and Valley Street 

Engineering Design
The Town of Agawam wishes 

to receive responses for engi-
neering services for water main 
replacement, road reconstruction 
and drainage improvements on 
Moore Street and Valley Street, 
approximately 1,200 linear feet. 
The fee for services sought will 
be negotiated and shall not ex-
ceed $58,800. A more detailed 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
is available at the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 60 Con-
gress Street, Springfield, MA 
01104, (413) 781-6045, between 
9:00 AM and 5:00 PM. To re-
quest an electronic copy of the 
RFQ, please contact Sue Ortiz at 
sortiz@pvpc.org or Joe Hagopi-
an at jhagopian@pvpc.org. The 
RFQ will be available from the 
time of this notice until the due 
date specified below. The Town 

of Agawam reserves the right to 
reject any and all responses if it 
is deemed in the best interests of 
the Town to do so. The Agawam 
Mayor will be the awarding and 
contracting authority.

Completed proposals are to be 
submitted no later than 2:00 PM, 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 at the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission, 60 Congress Street, 1st 
Floor, Springfield, MA 01104.
02/27/2025

Legal Notice
Town of Agawam

The Agawam Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, March 6, 2025 at 
6:00pm and the Agawam City 
Council will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, March 17, 2025 
at 7:00pm, both in the Veterans 
Hall at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of these hear-
ings will be to hear the petition 
of Calabrese Construction, LLC 
for a zone change request for Old 
River Street, 27 Walnut Street 
& 17 High Street from Business 
A and Industrial A to Residence 
B. City Council’s public hearing 
will be livestreamed on the Town 
of Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also be 
televised on Cable Access Chan-
nel 15 or Channel 1074. Copies 
of the proposed zone change can 
be obtained from the Office of 
Planning and Community De-
velopment between the hours of 
8:30am and 4:30pm at the Aga-
wam Town Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA or by emailing 
the Office of the City Clerk for 
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chair

Agawam Planning Board 
Rosemary Sandlin, President

Agawam City Council
02/20, 02/27/2025

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
aan@turley.com

Scan QR Code Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Last year, the Brownies 
defeated Minnechaug Re-
gional, 3-2, in a Division 2 
preliminary round game 
before losing to Tewksbury 
High School, 7-0, in the 
round of 32. They also lost 
to Medford in a preliminary 
round game in 2023.

Easthampton just missed 
qualifying for the Division 
3 state tournament, as they 
finished their season with an 
8-11-1 overall record.

Easthampton and Aga-
wam, who are both mem-
bers of the Fay Division, split 

a pair of games during the 
regular season. 

The Brownies won the 
first meeting, 3-1, on Decem-
ber 21. The Eagles posted 
a 2-0 shutout in the second 
meeting at the beginning of 
January.

Agawam took a quick 1-0 
lead in the semifinal match 
at 2:39 of the opening period 
following a goal by Pisano, 
who’s also an assistant cap-
tain. 

“Scoring the first goal 
early in the first period was 
huge for us,” Rowley said. 
“We also scored early goals 
in the second and third pe-
riods, which was our game-
plan.”  

AJ Robbins, who’s a de-
fenseman, is the Brownies 
captain this winter. 

Less than two minutes 
later, Easthampton junior 
Parker Christy scored the ty-
ing goal on a low shot from 
the blue line that snuck 
into the net past sopho-
more goalie Dmitri Huey (23 
saves). 

Huey and senior goal-
ie Frankie DiSanti split the 
starting duties during the 
regular season.    

“Both of them are very 
good goalies,” said Rowley, 
who’s also a former goalie. 
“Dmitri had the slight ad-
vantage in both record and 
in stats, so we’ll be riding 
him in the playoffs. It was 
one of the hardest decisions 
that I had ever made as a 

head coach.”
Following a scramble in 

front of the net, Connery 
poked home the go-ahead 
goal 41 seconds into the sec-
ond period.

The Brownies entered the 
final period holding a 2-1 ad-
vantage.   

Just like they did during 
the first two periods, Aga-
wam scored a goal at the 
start of the third period.

A pass by Connery was 
tipped into the net by Buf-
fum 27 seconds into the pe-
riod.

Agawam’s final goal of the 
semifinal match was scored 
by Montagna with 4:33 re-
maining in regulation.

Montagna began the 
Class B championship game 
by scoring a first period goal. 

The Thunder scored the 
tying goal less than a minute 
later. 

Agawam then scored five 
unanswered goals, and they 
took home the champion-
ship trophy for the first time 
in 10 years.

The Brownies entered 
the Division 2 state tour-
nament as the 33rd-seed. 
They were scheduled to play 
a preliminary round road 
match against 32nd-seeded 
Newton South on Monday 
night. The winner of that 
contest will be facing Bill-
erica High School, who’s the 
number one seed in the Di-
vision 2 tournament, in the 
round of 32.       

HOCKEY   ❚   from page 7

Trevor Del Barba gets ready to 
send the puck up the ice.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

SportsSports
It is with great sadness to 

share that Alfred W. “Fred” Stod-
dard passed away after a brief 
illness at Holyoke Hospital on 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025. Fred 
was a life-long resident of Aga-
wam and Feeding Hills, and the 
son of the late Inez (Squazza) 
and Ernest Stoddard. 

He worked for the Town of 
Agawam Water Department 
dedicating twenty years, retiring as a Fore-
man in 2019. Fred continued staying busy 
at ACE Auto Body, his home away from 
home, where he was a faithful volunteer 
and family member. He was a good friend to 
many who looked forward to coming to the 
shop to find Freddy there, ready to answer 
questions about on-going projects. He was 
a man of many interests, from farming with 
his Uncle Eddie Squazza where he was in-
stilled with Eddie’s mindset of “doing some-
thing for the boys,” to becoming a weld-
er and repo man just to learn new skills. 
Fred served in the military for six years as 
a Sargeant, a Green Beret, in the 82th Air-
borne and the United States Army. He was a 
brilliant man and could solve any problem. 
Freddy helped his uncle Eddie with the de-
tails of donating his 65-acre farm on Main 

Street in Agawam to the state for 
the now Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery, where Ed-
die’s wish of “doing something for 
the boys” was fulfilled of some-
how helping all those who served 
during war time and in the mili-
tary. Freddy will also be remem-
bered for the hours he spent and 
joy he found tending to his vast 
plantings in his yard that needed 

his daily care. He will truly be missed.
He is survived by his beloved wife, Judy 

(Gregitis) Stoddard, Steven Melanson who 
was like his brother, good friends who were 
family: Steven’s wife Lisa and their daugh-
ter Payten, Dale Melanson, and his neigh-
bor Eddie Cecchi; and many extended fam-
ily and friends. 

To honor Fred, visiting hours was held 
on Wednesday, Feb. 26 from 4 to 7 p.m. at 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral & Cremation, 
985 Main Street in Agawam. Burial will be 
in the spring in Agawam Center Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
in Fred’s honor to Friends of the Massachu-
setts Veterans Memorial Cemetery at Aga-
wam (FOAVC), PO Box 3, Feeding Hills MA 
01030. For more information or to share a 
memory, please visit www.forastiere.com

ObituaryObituary
Alfred “Fred” Stoddard

DEATH NOTICE
Obituary Policy: Turley Publications offers two types of 

obituaries. One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place. The 
other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, which allows families 
to publish extended death notice information of their own 
choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. Exceptions will be made only when the 
family provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 

Stoddard,
Alfred “Fred”
Died Feb. 11, 2025
Visiting hours Feb. 26
Colonial Forastiere 
Funeral & Cremation
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508) 882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure 
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your 
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES

Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413) 
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, wood-
working, porches, stairs, patios, win-
dows, doors, painting, drywall, clean 
outs. Competitive pricing. References. 
Please call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

LOCAL TREE SERVICE
looking for climber and ground person. 

Must have driver’s license in 
good standing. 

Call 413-507-1949.

SCHOCHET IS
CURRENTLY HIRING!

We are currently accepting resumes for an 
Experienced Property Manager or 
Asst Property Manager  at  Weldon 
House in Greenfield, MA. Weldon House 
is a 105-unit elderly/disabled apartment 
community with a Section 8 project based 
subsidy program.  
3+ years of prior multifamily property man-
agement experience, strong knowledge 
of Section 8 program. COS designation 
required and ARM designation preferred. 
Able to motivate and manage property 
management staff and have excellent orga-
nizational, interpersonal and communica-
tion skills. Excellent benefits package and 
competitive salary.
Interested and qualified candidates, please 

submit resume to: 
careers@schochet.com.

Pre-employment background check & drug 
test required. EOE

For more information on this
position please contact 

Robin @ 617-398-5144
schochet.com

The Town of Russell Sewer/Water 
Department is accepting résumés for 
the full time position of SEWER/ WA-
TER OPERATOR  at Town of Russell 
WWTP, 200 Main Street, Russell, 
MA   01071-0131 or email russellw-
wandw@townofrussell.us.   
Applicants will need a Grade 4 Wastewater, 
1T Water, and a 1D Water licenses or the 
ability to acquire them.

Inquire at office or thru email.

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2PM
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Camp MacDuffie is an 
exciting summer day camp 
for rising 1st to 8th graders. 

Participants spend the 
morning engaged in a pro-
gram area of their choosing, 
enjoy lunch by Sage Dining 
Services (included), and 
then stay active with various 
outdoor/indoor activities 
and field trips throughout 
the week. 

Their program leaders 
are passionate and experi-
enced, and they all look for-
ward to creating a fun and 
supportive environment for 
your child to thrive in this 
summer. 

Come along and join 
Camp MacDuffie this sum-
mer.

MacDuffie 
Hoops Basketball Camp

MacDuffie Hoops 
Summer Camp available 
with Coach Steiner.

Are you ready to take 
your game to the next level? 
This summer, join Coach 
Steiner and the MacDuffie 
coaching staff for an elite 
basketball experience at 
MacDuffie Hoops Summer 
Camp!

What to Expect:
• Skill development & 

fundamentals
• Game strategy & IQ 

training
• Conditioning & foot-

work drills
• Competitive games & 

scrimmages

• Hands-on coaching 
from Coach Steiner & Mac-
Duffie’s top coaches

This camp is for play-
ers who are serious about 
improving and want to 
sharpen their skills, build 
confidence, and grow their 
game.

The MacDuffie School 
is located in Granby, MA. 
Limited spots are available – 
Register today!

Don’t miss your chance 
to train with Coach Steiner! 
Sign up now and get ready 
to work hard, compete, and 
have fun!

#MacDuffieHoops 
#TrainWithCoachSteiner 

#SummerBasketball
#GetBetter

It’s in our DNA. Our 
founder, Juliette Gordon 
Low, was a famous lover of 
nature. Today, Girl Scouts 
honors her legacy by pro-
moting respect and love of 
the great outdoors far and 
wide.

Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts 
(GSCWM) summer camps 
offer a wide variety of pro-
grams for all different inter-
ests. 

Summer camp is a 
great way for girls to explore 
leadership, build skills, and 
develop a deep appreciation 
for nature. In a girl-led en-
vironment, all campers are 
able to challenge themselves 
and take healthy risks while 

surrounded by supportive 
friends and camp staff. No 
prior Girl Scout experience 
needed to attend Girl Scout 
camp! 

Camping has been 
a cornerstone of the Girl 
Scout experience for more 
than a century. While girls 
are swimming, hiking, and 
honing their skills on the 
archery range, they’re also 
achieving valuable life 
skills whether at Day Camp 
at Lewis Perkins in South 
Hadley or Overnight Camp 
at Bonnie Brae in Otis. 
Girl Scouts’ dedication to 
progression in outdoor pro-
gramming means campers 
practice age-appropriate 
skills and gain experience 

they need to feel confident 
taking the next step in their 
outdoor journey.

No matter which camp 
you choose or whether the 
stay is a few days, a week, 
or longer, your camper will 
have a ton of fun making new 
friends, trying new things, 
practicing new-found skills, 
and creating memories that 
will last a lifetime.   Finan-
cial assistance is available. 

Camp Lewis Perkins 
and Camp Bonnie Brae are 
American Camp Associa-
tion Accredited. More in-
formation and sign up here: 
https://www.gscwm.org/en/
members/for-girl-scouts/
camp-and-outdoors/sum-
mer-camp.html. 

MacDuffie offers fun summer camp Day and overnight camp for girls

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

Frost was inspired to do 
this event when she put to-
gether a holiday music bingo 
for the winter holidays. 

“People enjoyed that and 
I wanted to do it again,” Frost 
said. 

She thought Valentine’s 
Day would be the perfect op-
portunity to bring the event 
back. 

Additionally, she felt that 
bingo was a great game for 
people to play and relax 
with. 

“Everybody can play bin-
go, it’s not hard,” Frost said. 
“You don’t have to have a lot 
of skill, so it is something ev-
eryone can do and enjoy.”

As people had fun playing 
bingo, they could also enjoy 

some Valentine’s Day themed 
snacks, including candy and 
cookies. Frost also provided 
a variety of juices and sodas 
so people could make red 
and pink drinks. 

This event is not the last 
Valentine’s Day-related pro-
gram the library has this 
month. On Thursday, Feb. 20 
at 6:30 p.m. rom-com author 
Liz Alden is coming to the 
library to give a talk on her 
work. 

“She has written a bunch 
of romance novels so we’re 
inviting people to learn more 
about the romance genre,” 
Frost said. 

Alden has written nov-
els based on her own ex-
perience traveling all over 
the world in a sailboat with 
her husband, so people can 

learn more about her own 
experiences as well as her 
craft.  

There will be snacks and 
Valentine’s Day mocktails 
served throughout the event. 

Another fun upcoming 
event at the library is the 
Journey Through the Roots 
of American Popular Music. 

Musician Jon Waterman 
is going to come in and per-
form some of his original 
songs and some blue, rock 
and country classics. 

He will also be discussing 
some of the history behind 
these different kinds of mu-
sic. 

To keep updated on all 
the different events at the li-
brary, go to their website at 
https://www.agawamlibrary.
org/. 

EVENT   ❚   from page 1

APS is hoping to get some 
guidance from the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education on how 
they should move forward. 

“We are trying to get some 
guidance from DESE and 
to look at what the new law 
says as to what the compe-
tency determination should 
be,” Martin said. “We are just 
trying to make sure that we’re 
coming up with something 
that is fair, reasonable and 
able to be executed.”

Based on this, Martin and 
the faculty and staff at APS are 

looking into the possibility of 
the competency determina-
tion being a requirement of 
passing English nine, English 
ten, algebra, geometry and 
passing a science, whether 
it be biology, chemistry or a 
physical science. 

A large portion of the work 
in discovering how APS will 
move forward without the 
MCAS requirement will be 
focused on standardizing 
the materials students learn 
across different classes in the 
same subject. 

“If the competency is to 
pass English nine and English 
10, then we have to make sure 

that all sections of English 
nine and ten share the same 
experience,” Martin said. 

Already Martin and others 
at APS have done work over 
the past few years towards 
such standardization, but 
Martin believes that addi-
tional work will need to be 
done before this can be im-
plemented as a standard. 

“We want to make sure 
that we do it in the right way,” 
Martin said. 

Martin anticipates that 
this work will take Agawam 
High School the next few 
years. She does not anticipate 
that many, if any, students 

will be caught in the transi-
tion period. 

“We have very few, if any, 
who haven’t passed the MCAS 
but still need to do a compe-
tency determination before 
graduation,” Martin said. 

As AHS moves forward, 
Martin will be working with 
a variety of staff at the school 
and district level, including 
guidance counselors, high 
school administration, teach-
ers and curriculum people at 
the district level, to ensure 
that their new practice works 
well for everyone. 

SCHOOL   ❚   from page 1

Deana Daggett looks to fill out her musical 
BINGO card.

Kristen Frost checks off songs played during the 
BINGO event. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Participants attempt to figure out which song is being played.


