PAGE 2

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

LIBRARY

February
events and
activities

SPORTS

Boys
basketball
action
PAGE 7

February 6, 2025 1 Vol. 46, No. 49 1 $1.00

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Students from
Agawam High School competed
against one another in a Poetry
Out Loud competition on Thurs-
day, Jan. 23.

A total of 21 students took to
the stage in the AHS auditorium
to read their prepared poems for
the competition.

“It's always amazing, English
Teacher Rachel Patterson said. “I
don’t have them all as students,
but I am proud and grateful that
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they all took the risk and the op-
portunity to do this”

After each student read a
poem, they were judged by a
panel on their physical presence,
voice and articulation, interpre-
tation of the poem, evidence of
understanding, accuracy, and
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overall performance.

Based on these scores, 12
students were selected from the
21 to compete in a second round
with a new poem.

From those 12 students, two
honorable mentions, one runner
up and one overall winner were

Students from Agawam High School took to the stage for their Poetry Out Loud competition.
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selected.
The honorable mentions were

Hazel Meyer and Maddy Elwell.
The runner up was Marissa Leary
and the overall winner was Abi-
gail Drumm.

This decision made Drumm
the three time winner of the AHS
Poetry Out Loud competition.

She was honored to have been
selected for this position once
more.

“It is kind of unreal, I was not
expecting it,” Drumm said.

Drumm will next compete
in the district level competition
and, if she does well there, could
even move onto states and then
nationals.
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Town still has shortage
of plow contractors

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Currently Aga-
wam has a shortage of contract-
ed plow contractors.

In recent years, according to
Johnson, the number of avail-
able plow contractors has been
on a decline.

This year, Agawam has 17
plow contractors hired. Last
year, there were 25 to 30 and in
previous years there had been 40
to 50.

Johnson believes that this de-
cline is due to the lack of plow-
able events in recent years. Due
to this lack of snow, there is a
lack of work for the private con-
tractors.

These plow contractors have
to carry additional insurance
riders on their vehicles, so if they
don’t get enough work it is not
worth it to pay for the insurance

“It becomes a situation where
if I sign up and I have to pay the
additional insurance, do I get
enough work based on mother
nature to justify the expense?”
Johnson said.

At the start of this year, John-
son kept this additional cost
in mind and offered a bonus to
plow contractors who signed
on early and who would go out
for at least 75% of the plowable

events.
||o4s79 13176||

This bonus was intended to
cover the cost of the additional
insurance so that plow contrac-
tors would not have to add that
cost into their decision.

“To be frank, it didn't help,
Johnson said.

Even with the additional bo-
nus, the town has not gotten
enough plow contractors.

To make up for this, Johnson
has had the Department of Pub-
lic Works plow workers do addi-
tional pre-treatments before an
anticipated winter storm.

“The hope is that the road will
clear quicker and end up being
easier to manage,” Johnson said.
“So far that has worked well”

This strategy has been suc-
cessful, though it has led John-
son to need to pay DPW workers
more in overtime than initially
anticipated in the budget.

However, he believes that the
cost for the overtime will likely
be offset by the lack of funds the
town has had to spend on hiring
plow contractors.

“It becomes almost a trade-
off...;” Johnson said. (4:45)

The town has also spent a
fair amount on salt and chem-
ical treatment in order to do
the pre-treatments, but as there
have been only three snow
events so far, the cost has yet to
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Future artists learn paper mosiac

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The library hosted
a paper mosaic program for kids
in fifth and sixth grade to enjoy.

Youth Associate Isabelle Mal-
vezzi organized and ran the pro-
gram. She wanted to give the kids
a fun and relaxing craft that they
could get creative with.

“It was something that looked
like it would be super fun and
very relaxing, Malvezzi said.

She hoped that this program
would give kids a chance to relax
and have some fun without any
expectations.

“As you get into that middle
and high school things become a
lot about learning to meet dead-
lines and learning to do things in
a specific way to please people...
but with a craft like this it is pure-
ly about expression, creativity
and how you want it to look,” Mal-
vezzi said.

To prepare for the craft, Mal-

vezzi printed out some different
templates for participants to use
as a base for their mosaic.

The templates included differ-
ent flowers, plants and some ba-
sic scenery that Malvezzi thought
would be fun and simple to dec-
orate.

“I tried to take inspiration
from what you see in real mosa-
ic work, like with tiles, so I know
vegetation and fruits are super
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Jesse Poirier traced out the different designs he wanted to
TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

add to his paper mosaic.

Youth Associate Isabelle Malvezzi added some additional cre-
ative touches to her paper mosaic.
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Library announces upcoming news and events

AGAWAM - February starts off strong
with two entertaining musical performanc-
es at the Agawam Library. Join us during
Grammy Awards Week as we welcome
two talented musicians to the library. On
Monday, Feb. 3 at 6:30 p.m., New England
singer/songwriter Matt York returns to the
Agawam Library for a unique performance
featuring the music of country music leg-
end Willie Nelson. Matt will perform songs
and tell stories of Nelson’s seven-decade ca-
reer. To keep the musical celebration going,
the library is pleased to present a Journey
Through the Roots of American Popular
Music with Jon Waterman, on Thursday,
February 6 at 6:00 p.m. Waterman’s perfor-
mance will showcase his original songwrit-
ing upon the backdrop of the African Amer-
ican Blues experience. He blends history,
storytelling and music to bring his research
to life in a compelling way. Both programs
will be held in the Clini Community Room
and registration is required. Both programs
are supported, in part by a grant from the
Agawam Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Adult Game Night returns on Wednes-
day, Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the Clini Com-
munity Room. Celebrate the joys of a good
old-fashioned game night with board
games and snacks! We'll have games on
hand like Settlers of Catan, Ticket to Ride,
Munchkin, and more - but feel free to bring
your own! This is a drop-in event.

Come out for some Valentine’s Day
fun on Monday, Feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the

Clini Community Room. Join us for our
next rendition of Music Bingo featuring
Love Songs and Anti-Love Songs in honor
of the holiday. Compete to win one of our
low stakes prizes as you enjoy some forgot-
ten love songs. Regardless of your opinion
on Valentine’s Day, the musical selections
will have something for everyone.

Our Tea & Trivia sessions will be held
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m. and on
Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 2:30 p.m. Join us for
tasty tea and a couple rounds of Jeopar-
dy and pub-style trivia! Come by yourself
or with a team; prizes will be awarded to
the winning players. We will use the same
questions for both sessions this month, so
choose the time you prefer and join us for
some fun! These programs are for patrons
ages 18 and older and registration is re-
quired. Get ready to have your wits chal-
lenged!

Our Library Tech Classes will be held
on Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 6:30 p.m. and
Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 10 a.m. in the Clini
Community Room. If youre interested in
finding the items you're looking for or plac-
ing holds on the items you want, be sure to
sign up for this class. We'll conduct regular
research for authors and titles, as well as
how to put items on hold and add items to
customized lists. We'll look at how to navi-
gate around the online catalog, and how to
browse our collections that we've picked
out just for you! Feel free to bring along any
device you plan on accessing the catalog
through to follow along. We'll also provide
a brief overview of the CW MARS app. It

will be helpful to know your CW MARS log-
in information in advance. Please register
for either session.

Grab your friends and come enjoy a
bit of Galentine’s Day fun as you discover
(or rediscover!) a love for romance books
with author Liz Alden. On Thursday, Feb.
20 at 6:30 p.m., we'll talk about everything
from bodice rippers to BookTok and give
you a crash course on the romance genre.
If youre wondering how to pick your next
romance read - whether youre a first time
romance reader or an expert devourer of
“Happily Ever Afters” - or want to connect
with other romance readers and a local
author, join Liz for a one-hour discussion.
We'll also have a short conversation about
Liz's publishing career, what self-publish-
ing actually means, and a Q&A. Of course,
we'll be sure to leave you with an emotion-
ally satisfying and optimistic ending. If you
enjoy romantic fiction with a bit of adven-
ture and steamy romance, this event is
for you! Liz will have books for sale at this
event, and Valentine’s Day mocktails will
be served. To learn more about her books,
visit https://www.lizalden.com/ . Please
register for this event.

There’s still time to sign-up for the
Adult Winter Reading Challenge. Log
your reading time and write book reviews
to earn raffle tickets for cozy, winter prizes.
We've also challenged the Agawam com-
munity to collectively read 1,000 hours,
and every hour you log during this reading
challenge will help us reach our goal! We'll
be measuring the different milestones we

reach by building a “snowman” inside the
library, so be sure to stop by to see our
progress. For more information or to get
started, please visit Agawamlibrary.bean-
stack.org to participate online or visit the
Agawam Library Information Desk to par-
ticipate in person. The last day of the Chal-
lenge is Saturday, Feb. 22.

The virtual author series continues
this month with three diverse authors. First
up on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. there is a
discussion of How We Create Pandemics,
From Our Bodies to Our Beliefs with Smith-
sonian Curator Sabrina Sholts. Award win-
ning author Waubgeshig Rice will present
Dystopian Tropes from an Indigenous Per-
spective on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. And
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 2 p.m., Pulitzer Prize
Finalist Lee Hawkins will discuss I Am No-
body’s Slave: How Uncovering My Family’s
History Set Me Free. Please note that these
author talks are held virtually. Please vis-
it https://libraryc.org/agawamlibrary for
more information and to register.

Registration for adult programs opens
on Feb. 1. Please visit our online calendar
www.agawamlibrary.org to register or call
the Information Desk at (413) 789-1550 X4.
The library will be closed on Monday, Feb.
17 in observance of President’s Day. During
the winter months, any closing, delays or
late openings will be reported to local TV
stations 22 & 40, as well as their websites.
Inclement weather closings or delays will
also be posted on our social media plat-
forms. Please visit our website for more in-
formation www.agawamlibrary.org.

Garden Club scholarship
applications now available

AGAWAM - Applications are now
available for the Agawam Garden Club
2025 scholarship. To qualify for
the scholarship students
must be a graduating senior
of Agawam High School or
a college student who
graduated from Aga-
wam High School and
is planning to attend
an institution of high-
er learning in the fall.

Applicants ~ must
be majoring in or plan-
ning on majoring in one
of the following: botany,
environmental engineering, en-
vironmental science, earths systems,
forest management, natural resources,
plant soil and insect science, sustainable

agriculture, sustainable horticulture or
food and farming, turf grass science and

management, landscape design and
management technology, clean
energy, technology studies:
waste water or other envi-
ronmental related stud-
ies. The recipient will

be awarded a $1,000
scholarship at the clubs
annual May meeting.
Completed applications
along with transcripts and
references must be submit-
ted to Denise Carmody, 40
Primrose Lane, Agawam, MA
01001 by April 1. Applications are

available through Agawam High School
or can be found on the website at aga-
wamgardenclub.com.

Open position on Zoning Board

AGAWAM - Please be advised that
there is an opening on the Agawam Zon-
ing Board of Appeals effective January,
2025.

The opening is for an alternate posi-

tion. Interested parties should contact
Barbara Bard in the City Council Office
at 413- 726-9716 or send in a letter of in-
terest to bbard@agawam.ma.us as soon
as possible.

Jewish Foundation encourages
students to apply for scholarships

AGAWAM - The Jewish Federation of
Western Massachusetts’s Jewish Endow-
ment Foundation is inviting undergradu-
ate and college-bound students to apply to
its annual Common Fund and Springfield
Council of Jewish Women (SCJW) schol-
arships through March 28, 2025. Qualified
students regardless of race, religion, and
gender are encouraged to apply. Scholar-
ships are awarded based on a combination
of academic, financial need and communi-
ty involvement.

“The value of education is strongly
embedded in our Jewish culture, which
is why we are proud to award Common
Fund and Springfield Council of Jewish
Women scholarships to support students
on their educational journey, said Nora
Gorenstein, CEO of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Western Massachusetts. “These
scholarships are an example of one of the
many ways Federation supports families in
Western Massachusetts, and we look for-
ward to receiving scholarship applications
from our future leaders and professionals.”

Federation’s Jewish Endowment Foun-
dation Common Fund grants college
scholarships to all qualified high school
students who are residents of Hampden,
Hampshire, and Franklin counties. Since
2015, Federation’s Jewish Endowment

Foundation Common Fund has award-
ed more than $260,000 in scholarships to
more than 240 college bound students.
Approximately thirty students are selected
each year to receive this scholarship.

Federation's SCJW Scholarships are
available to qualified high school students
and undergraduate students residing in
Chicopee, Springfield, East Longmead-
ow, Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Hampden,
Agawam, or West Springfield. The SCJW
established its first scholarship fund in
1943. Since then, the scholarship fund has
grown substantially. In 1992, the SCJW
transferred their funds to Federation’s Jew-
ish Endowment Foundation. Since 1992, it
has awarded more than $2.5 million dol-
lars to financially assist thousands of local
students in their pursuit of higher educa-
tion.

Recipients for both scholarship types
are chosen based on academic perfor-
mance, financial need, and community
involvement. Once chosen, undergraduate
students are eligible to renew their awards
for their full four years of college. The ap-
plication deadline for Federation’s Jewish
Endowment Foundation Common Fund
scholarships and SCJW scholarships is
March 28, 2025. To apply, visit https://jew-
ishwesternmass.org/grants-scholarships.

Agawam Senior Center lists events planned for the month of February

AGAWAM - The Agawam Senior cen-
ter, 954 Main St., has great events planned
for the month of February. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-821-0605

Agawam Senior center hours of oper-
ation: The Agawam Senior Center will be
closing at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday. The Agawam
Senior Center will remain open on Tues-
day evenings until 7:30 p.m. We hope this
will give you a chance to access more of
what we have to offer. The Billiards Hall,
Computer Room, Fitness Room and more.
ZUMBA Gold will offer classes on Tuesday
evenings starting at 5:30 p.m.

HEARING CHECKS AVAILABLE
Thursday, Feb. 20
The next New Ears hearing care clinic

will take place on Thursday, Feb. 20. Gary
Winn is a licensed Hearing Instrument
Specialist, and owner of New Ears Hearing
Care, will conduct a free hearing clinic. He
will check ears for wax build-up, perform
hearing screenings, and counsel people
about hearing loss. Hearing aids will be
cleaned and adjusted if possible. The Aga-
wam COA invites residents of Agawam
and surrounding towns to benefit from
this service. Call 413-821-0604 to make
an appointment. Hearing checks will take
place in the seminar hall.

MANICURES WITH JANE
Monday, Feb. 10 - Seminar Hall
Jane is a licensed nail specialist, who
will give your fingernails that extra special
attention and love they deserve. She is of-

fering simple manicures that include clip-
ping, filing, soak, MASSAGE of the hands
and your choice of color. These appoint-
ments are 15 minutes each. The cost is $15
per person. Call Kristina at 413.726.2836 to
book.

TREATS AND TRIVIA
Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. in the Seminar
Hall Garden Room of the Senior Center
Call Kristina at 726.2836 to reserve a
spot.

COFFEE AND CHATS WITH
MAYOR JOHNSON
Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 10 a.m.

Join Mayor Johnson in the FRIENDS
Coffee Shop at 10 a.m. for all the latest and
up to date information regarding the beau-

tiful Town of Agawam & Feeding Hills.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 1 p.m.
Conference Room

Grief and Love Are Siblings. We tend to
see Love and Grief as polar opposites. Love
is “good.” Grief is “bad” What if one can-
not exist without the other, as necessary
to your thriving as breath? In this month
of celebrating love in all its forms, we will
gather to explore the mysterious inti-
macy between loving and grieving. First,
through shared conversation, we will chal-
lenge ourselves to expand our own under-
standings of the words “love” and “grief”
before investigating some forms of grief/
love rituals that you can bring into your
own home.
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Tickets

now available
for Colleen
Coronation

AGAWAM - The Agawam St. Patrick’s
Committee is excited to begin its Irish Sea-
son at St. Anne Country Club. This year’s
event will crown the 2025 Agawam Col-
leen and court. They will participate in
the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade as well as
many other activities throughout the year.

This year’s coronation will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 8 beginning at 5:30 p.m. The
ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. Tickets are
$55 for adults and $30 for children under
12. To reserve tickets, please email Abbie at
agawamstpatricks317@gmail.com.

Catholic
women’s club
meeting Feb. 10

AGAWAM - Members of The Catholic
Women’s Club of Agawam will enjoy fun
and games at their Feb. 10, meeting. It will
be held in the Fr. Joyce Room of St. John
the Evangelist Parish Center located at 833
Main St., Agawam. Refreshments will be
served at 6:30 p.m. followed by the monthly
business meeting at 7 p.m.

Those attending are asked to bring
quarters to play Left, Right, Center after
the meeting. If any member has one of the
game sets, please bring it with you that
evening. All local Catholic Women are wel-
come to join the club members for this fun
evening,.

Agawam Day to
be held in FLA

AGAWAM - The 44nd annual “Agawam
Day in Florida” will be held on Wednesday,
March 5, 2025 from 10 a.m. to p.m.

Former Agawam residents, old friends,
classmates and relatives will meet at Fort
DeSoto National Park, St. Petersburg, FL.
for a reunion, picnic, raffles, hugs and to
share old memories.

For more information, contact: Hank
Drewnowski call/text at 860-462-7273 or
email -hdrew2452@gmail.com.

Feline Friends holding donation drive

AGAWAM - Feline Friends be holding
our next two monthly donation drives at
Smithland Pet & Garden Center on Satur-
day, Feb. 1, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. as well
as March 1. Volunteers will be collecting
food, litter & monetary donations for the
kitties. Opened bags/boxes will be ac-
cepted.

Smithland, a valued sponsor, is
stocked with Friskies Pate or Shreds
canned food (single flavor cases are pre-
ferred), many Fancy Feast varieties and
unscented, clumping cat litter.

We would also appreciate jars of baby
food (meat/poultry varieties), paper
towels, puppy peepads and gift cards
to Smithland or Costco. Checks or cash
are always gratefully accepted at Feline
Friends, P.O. Box 174, Feeding Hills.

Congratulations to Cheryl and Carl
K who won the big screen TV in our No-
vember promotion. We appreciate all of
the wonderful donations received at the
January 4th donation drive including Jo-
anne L & Joan W, Ann H, Carl and Cheryl
K, Linda B, Crystal M, Ken K & Irene F, Joe
and Shirl as well as everyone who stopped
by to chat & show us pictures.

Just a reminder that we have donation
bins at Smithland near the registers and
at the Agawam Public Library. Please in-
clude contact information with donations

if you would like an acknowledgement.
This month Maria B dropped off some
cozy blankets at the library and we re-
ceived cases of cat food, bags of dry food,
treats and more at Smithland. Check out
our Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary page for
photos. We are so grateful for each & ev-
ery donation.

Feline Friends Inc. is a communi-

ty-based, nonprofit sanctuary that does
not discriminate against any cat based on
age, gender or disability.

More information about our sanctuary
may be found on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Facebook page at
Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary. Contact us
with questions at info@felinefriendsinc.
org or by phone at 413-786-5019.

Scholarship and fellowship
funds available for graduates

AGAWAM - The Horace Smith Fund,
located in Westfield, Massachusetts
has scholarship and fellowship mon-
ey available for graduates of Hampden
County public and private high schools.
Graduating high school seniors and stu-
dents already in college may apply for
Scholarships of up to $12,000. Those in
their final year of college and previous
college graduates pursuing advanced
degrees may apply for Fellowships of
$15,000. Applicants must maintain at
least a B average in college and be en-
rolled as full-time students.

Awards are made based on both aca-
demic achievement and merit. Of great
importance is a personal written ac-
count of why the student feels deserving
of financial assistance and their goals in
pursuing higher education.

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to
24 individuals. Scholarships were given
to 16 graduating seniors from 13 Hamp-
den County high schools. Five schol-
arships were also awarded to current

college students to assist them in com-
pleting their undergraduate degrees.
Three fellowships were given to college
graduates pursuing advanced degrees,
who had graduated from Hampden
County high schools.

The Horace Smith Fund was estab-
lished in 1899 by the successful and
generous philanthropist named Horace
Smith, co-founder of Smith & Wesson,
established in Springfield. The schol-
arships and fellowships are named for
Walter S. Barr, a West Springfield busi-
nessman, whose widow left the bulk of
the family estate to The Horace Smith
Fund in 1950.

Completed applications must be re-
ceived either electronically or by mail
to The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union
Avenue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085
no later than March 15. Applications are
available at local high school guidance
offices, college financial aid offices, on-
line at www.HoraceSmithFund.org or
by phoning (413) 739-4222.

Mayoral
breakfast set
for March 6

AGAWAM - The
West of the River
Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting the
VIP Mayor Breakfast
on Thursday, March
6 from 7:30 to 9 a.m.
The event will be
held at Partners/
Tansey’s  Catered
Table on Spring-
field St. in Agawam.
Agawam Mayor
Christopher Johnson and West Springfield
Mayor Will Reichelt will be on hand to dis-
cuss happenings in each town and as well
as collaborative efforts going on. The may-
ors will also take questions from those in
attendance. You can also submit questions
to robin@westoftheriverchamber.com. The
cost is $40 for chamber members and $50
for non-members. To register, go to the
West of the River website.

Mayor Christopher
Johnson

Rotary Club to award scholarships

AGAWAM - The Agawam Rotary Club is
now accepting applications for 4 scholar-
ships the club offers annually. The awards
cover a diverse range of interests and in-
clude vocational/technical training, cultur-
al arts, the legal profession, and assistance
with attending college.

With the exception of the Ray and Reita
McCarroll Memorial scholarship which is

awarded to graduating seniors from both
Agawam and West Springfield, the awards
are limited to residents of Agawam. A full
description and application for each of
these scholarships can be found at the Aga-
wam Rotary Club’s webpage at agawamro-
tary.org. Click on “Scholarships” at the top
of the home page. Please note that applica-
tions must be received by April 1, 2025.

AGAWAM - Boys and girls will be di-
vided into teams grades 1-2 (Mites),
grades 3-4 (Bantam), grades 5-6
(Junior), and grades 7-8 (Se-
nior). Youth lacrosse is de-
signed to teach the basic fun- |
damentals of Lacrosse and >f-:\_
introduce players to compet-
itive games against surround-

b

Lacrosse registration underway

ing communities.
Practices will begin in April. Regis-
tration for Boys and Girls Lacrosse
begins online and in person on
Jan. 7 and will continue through
Feb. 9. For more information,
please visit the Parks & Rec-
reation page at www.agawam.

ma.us or call 821-0514.

MiraVista Behavioral Health Center offers advice on children’s mental health

HOLYOKE - The post-holiday season
can be a challenging time for children and
families. With shorter days, colder weath-
er, and the return to routine, many chil-
dren may experience the “winter blues”
These seasonal changes can take a toll on
emotional health and well-being, leaving
families searching for support.

MiraVista Behavioral Health Center
recognizes the unique challenges this
time of year brings and is here to help. The
organization’s 16-bed adolescent unit (for
teens 13-17, and up to 18 if attending high
school) is staffed with a skilled and com-
passionate treatment team, providing
families with a resource for comprehen-
sive, inpatient mental health care during
difficult times.

To make accessing care as seamless as
possible, MiraVista offers direct admis-
sions, reducing unnecessary and costly
delays in emergency departments. This
ensures children receive the care they
need when they need it most.

“Adolescence is a critical time for
mental health, and we know that sea-
sonal changes can amplify the emotional
challenges young people face,” said Dr.
Kenneth Richmond, Medical Director for
MiraVista. “It’s important for families to
know there are resources available, and
seeking help early can make a profound
difference in a young persons life.”

While professional support is essen-
tial, there are also many ways families
can help promote emotional well-being

during the winter months:

Stay Active Together: Encourage reg-
ular physical activity to boost mood and
energy levels, even with indoor options
like family walks, yoga, or dance sessions.

Create Structure: A predictable daily
routine helps children feel secure and bal-
anced, particularly after the excitement
of the holidays.

Prioritize Connection: Dedicate
time to talk, listen, and engage in activi-
ties children enjoy. Feeling supported and
heard makes a world of difference.

Monitor Screen Time: Reduce exces-
sive screen use and encourage creative or
interactive play instead.

Get Outside When Possible: A few
minutes of fresh air and sunlight can lift

spirits and improve energy.

Model Self-Care: Demonstrate the
importance of mental health by practic-
ing self-care yourself, setting a positive
example.

MiraVista is committed to supporting
families during these colder months and
beyond. If youd like to learn more about
our services or discuss how we can help
children and families thrive, we invite
you to reach out. Together, we can nav-
igate the winter season and ensure that
every child feels supported, valued, and
hopeful.

For more information, to make a refer-
ral or to schedule a workplace presenta-
tion, please contact Kim Lee at 413-264-
3042 or Klee@miravistabhc.care.
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Opinion

Guest Column

Reader asks about
Social Security benefits
for someone with
multiple ex-spouses

Dear Rusty

If a financially well-off individual had
multiple ex-spouses, could it happen that
the multiple ex-spouses could each be col-
lecting Social Security based on their own
financial situation as compared to their
rich ex-spouses?

Thus, multiple payouts by §S? Just cu-
rious, because there are probably many
people in this situation as a result of the
ever-increasing number of people involved
in multiple marriages that each lasted
more than ten years.

Signed: Curious Ex-Spouse

Dear Curious Ex-Spouse:

A former spouse can only collect one
SS benefit either their own SS retirement
amount, or an amount as an ex-spouse
if the marriage lasted 10 years or more.
And it is possible for multiple ex-spous-
es of a marriage to the same person to
qualify for benefits from those unions,
if each marriage lasted at least 10 years.
But each ex-spouse can only qualify for
one benefit payment either their own
earned SS benefit, or their benefit as an
ex-spouse.

In other words, someone with two or
more ex-spouses might have their ex’s
collecting full benefits on their record,
provided that each marriage lasted at
least 10 years. But an ex-spouse can only
get one benefit-their own SS retirement
amount or an ex-spouse amount, which-
ever is higher.

It’s possible, also, that an ex-spouse
can collect benefits from a former
spouse at the same time as a current
spouse is also collecting spouse benefits
on the same record. And there is no det-
riment to either’s amount because mul-
tiple spouses or ex-spouses are collect-
ing on a one person’s SS record (Social
Security is, after all, a means for spouses,
or ex-spouses, to avoid poverty). How-
ever, an ex-spouse’s own SS retirement
benefit from their personal lifetime work
record must be less than any ex-spouse
benefit they are entitled to from a former
spouse. Essentially, if the “10-years-mar-
ried” rule is satisfied, ex-spouses are
subject to the same benefit rules as a
current spouse.

You are correct that we see some cas-
es like this these days, but each eligible
ex-spouse can only get one benefit and
their ex-spouse benefit is always offset
by any personal SS retirement benefit
the ex-spouse may also be entitled to on
their own lifetime work record.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security
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Guest Column

‘Spring’ into action with these tasks

more weeks of winter. Is that really a surprise
to anyone?

I'mean, as I write, it is only Feb. 2. But we garden-
ers are an impatient lot, and we so want to get our
hands back into the soft earth.

There are many tasks, albeit those that are behind
the scenes, that can be done now, so that when warm-
er weather does arrive, we can “spring” into action.

The groundhog determined we would have six

Take inventory

Last month I talked a lot about prepping for in-
door seed starting, first by taking inventory of our
seeds and then gathering the necessary supplies that
go along with that task. But what about our outdoor
ventures?

I have been busy shopping around for new IRT
mulch, greenhouse supplies and amendments. How
are you set on lime, grass seed, and fertilizers?

Plan to take advantage of preseason sales by
knowing what you need ahead of time. Also, assess
the condition of your tools. Is your rototiller working
its best? Mine needs to be serviced.

By taking it to the repairman now, I'll beat the
spring rush and avoid having to turn the garden
over by hand! The same goes for lawn mower blades.
Have these sharpened yearly for the healthiest pos-
sible turf.

Practice good garden hygiene
Regularly inspect summer bulbs that have been
stored away for the winter. Throw away any that are
rotten or moldy.
If you find a lot of these, consider moving what
is left to a drier location. On the other hand, dahlia
tubers will shrivel when conditions get too dry, mist

them with clean water to rehydrate.

It is also a good idea to take a close look at veg-
etables in storage. Squash with signs of rot can be
cooked and the flesh frozen for later use. Sprouts that
appear on potatoes should be rubbed off and used
before they soften.

Experiment with onions that have sprouted by
planting them outside once the ground thaws. This
vegetable is a biennial and will produce seed during
its second season.

If the sprouts come from an heirloom or open pol-
linated variety, save a few seeds come July and start
them this time next year! In the seedling stage, onions
thrive on ample nitrogen to develop thick tops that
will feed what we hope are big bulbs.

Perform appropriate garden chores

I am usually negligent in cutting down asparagus
foliage in the fall. Weather permitting I will get out
there and cut it back to its base soon, then haul off
the branches to prevent any bugs that overwintered
there from infesting this year’s spears.

It is also time to prune blueberries, apples and
grapes. Pruning can vary depending on the age and
health of your specimens. If you are not experienced
at it, consult any number of good books on the sub-
ject before you head outdoors with your pruning
shears and loppers.

Do make sure your tools are sharp, and if there
is any hint of disease, be sure to disinfect in between
cuts or at least in between specimens. If any of your
fruit trees have old fruit, called “mummies” hanging
from the branches, be sure to get rid of them for fear
of overwintering pests.

Hang tight

Winter will be gone soon enough. Come out of
hibernation and accomplish preseason gardening
tasks now, before the spring rush but also remember
that this is a season of rest and taking care of yourself
is a good thing too.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 33 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

Election letters to the editor welcome

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will
be printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.
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Schools & Youth

University of Rhode
Island announces
fall 2024 Dean’s List

KINGSTON, RI - The University of
Rhode Island is pleased to announce that
several area students have been named to
its fall 2024 Dean’s List.

Among them are:

Emily Gamelli of Agawam

Marissa Hermans of Agawam

Madison Hill of Feeding Hills

Dean’sList at
University of Maryland
Global Campus

ADELPHI, MD - Kiesha Fairley of Aga-
wam was named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2024 term at University of Maryland
Global Campus.

VSU Fall Dean’s List
honors local students

RANDOLPH CENTER, VT - Vermont
State University is proud to recognize Rylee

Moreau of Agawam, for earning Dean’s List
honors for the fall 2024 semester.

Assumption
University’s Dean’s List

WORCESTER - Assumption University
has announced that Kailey Butler, of Aga-
wam, Class of 2026, has been named to the
University’s Dean’s List for the fall 2024 se-
mester.

Springfield College
fall 2024 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD - Springfield College rec-
ognizes Dean’s List students for the 2024 fall
semester.

William Balzano from Feeding Hills, to
the Dean’s List for academic excellence for
the 2024 fall semester. Balzano has a primary
major of Physical Education & Hlth/FCS.

Matthew Benard from Agawam, to the
Dean’s List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Benard has a primary ma-
jor of Sport Management.

Sara Bolton from Agawam, to the Dean’s
List for academic excellence for the 2024
fall semester. Bolton has a primary major of
Health Science / Pre-OT.

PLOW 1 from page 1

be significant.

According to Johnson, the real issue
could come if there is a major snow event.

“Difficulty will come if we have a major
snowstorm event because it is going to take
longer to clear,” Johnson said.

As there is a lack of total plows in the
town, should a major snowstorm come it
will take crews much longer than usual to
clean off the roads.

While the DPW would still do the
pre-treatment work, there is only so much
that can be done against a larger snow-
storm.

Should this be a concern, Johnson asks
for the patience and understanding of com-
munity members.

Agawam is not the only community that

has been facing this issue.

“When I speak to my counterparts, ev-
eryone is facing the same problem,” Johnson
said.

Municipalities are working to figure out
how to best approach this problem as the
general climate continues to produce less
snow than in the past.

For now, Agawam is continuing to ac-
cept snowplow applications on a rolling ba-
sis. While the bonus is no longer available,
Johnson promises that Agawam pays com-
petitive rates.

“If you look at all the other municipal-
ities, we are comparable to what they pay
and we welcome anyone that wants to sign-
up,” Johnson said.

If people are interested in applying, they
can email bids@agawam.ma.us or call the
procurement office at 413-726-9741.

MOSIAG 1 from page 1

popular alongside landscapes and animals,”
Malvezzi said.

Once the participants had picked out
their different templates, Malvezzi also en-
couraged them to go beyond what the tem-
plate offered.

“I gave the templates so people could
have a base to start from and I wanted to
see how they would add to them,” Malvezzi
said.

Malvezzi loved seeing how creative peo-
ple got with the craft as the program went
on.

“A highlight was seeing how Jesse’s came
out because Jesse is a super creative kid and
always amazes me with how his art proj-
ects turn out,” Malvezzi said. “I was super
pleased with the fact that he really got into
it over the course of the program.”’

Malvezzi also encourages people to try
out this craft at home if they want to try a
new way of making art.

“All you need is scissors, a glue stick,
pencil and some construction paper,” Mal-
vezzi said.

In the future Malvezzi definitely hopes
to do this craft again and even for a wider
age range.

The library has a multitude of fun pro-

grams planned throughout the month of
February.

One program is “Will it Chocolate?”
which is a fun program for kids in grades
three through six.

It is planned for Feb. 19, with the section
for grades three and four set for 6 p.m. and
the section for grades five and six to begin
at 7:30 p.m.

Throughout this program kids will be
encouraged to dip a variety of different
foods into the library’s chocolate fondue.

There is also a minute to win it challenge
planned for kids in grades five and six on
Feb. 26 at 6 p.m.

The kids will compete in a variety of
minute-long challenges, with the top three
competitors winning small prizes.

Additionally, the library is beginning a
teen book club for people in grades seven
through twelve. The first meeting will be on
Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. and they will be discuss-
ing Cinder by Marissa Meyer.

For adults, the library has a Valentine’s
Day program scheduled for Feb. 10 at 6 p.m.
This program will have people competing in
a musical bingo challenge with the chance
to win some prizes.

To keep updated on all of the library’s
different programs, go to https://www.aga-
wamlibrary.org/.

SECURITY n from page 4

Administration or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association

Mature Citizens Foundations staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC.

Liliana Cicchetti from Feeding Hills, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Cicchetti has a primary
major of English.

Patrick Dahm from Feeding Hills, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Dahm has a primary ma-
jor of Sport Management.

Julianna Faillace from Feeding Hills, to
the Deans List for academic excellence for
the 2024 fall semester. Faillace has a primary
major of Biology.

Christina Grasso from Agawam, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Grasso has a primary ma-
jor of Health Science / Pre-OT.

Colin La from Agawam, to the Dean’s List
for academic excellence for the 2024 fall se-
mester. La has a primary major of Health Sci-
ence / Pre-PA.

Isabel Lalancette from Feeding Hills, to
the Deans List for academic excellence for
the 2024 fall semester. Lalancette has a pri-
mary major of Health Science / Pre-PT.

Dana Leiper from Feeding Hills, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Leiper has a primary ma-
jor of Health Science / Pre-PT.

Abigail Moore from Agawam, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Moore has a primary ma-
jor of Education.

Daniel Mudrenko from Feeding Hills, to
the Deans List for academic excellence for

the 2024 fall semester. Mudrenko has a pri-
mary major of Business Management.

Emma Murray from Feeding Hills, to the
Deanss List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Murray has a primary ma-
jor of Health Science / Pre-PT.

Jaiden Pacheco from Agawam, to the
Deanss List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Pacheco has a primary
major of Education.

Mackenzie Ritchie from Feeding Hills, to
the Dean’s List for academic excellence for
the 2024 fall semester. Ritchie has a primary
major of Psychology.

Christopher Rondinelli from Feeding Hills,
to the Deans List for academic excellence for
the 2024 fall semester. Rondinelli has a prima-
ry major of Health Science / Pre-PA.

Julia Rubin from Feeding Hills, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Rubin has a primary major
of Health Science / Pre-PA.

Donovan Salva from Feeding Hills, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Salva has a primary major
of Sport Management.

Gabriella Serrano from Feeding Hills, to
the Dean’s List for academic excellence for
the 2024 fall semester. Serrano has a primary
major of English.

Ainsley Stevens from Feeding Hills, to the
Deans List for academic excellence for the
2024 fall semester. Stevens has a primary ma-
jor of Health Science / Pre-PT.
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Cyran to headline next meeting of Artists and Artisans

AGAWAM - Dr. Laura Cyran, from Chi-
copee, will be the artist demonstrator at
the Feb. 12 meeting of the Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans. The meeting
will be held at the Agawam Library starting
at 6pm. Public is welcome.

Dr. Cyran is a 2016 graduate of Oklaho-
ma State University of College of Veterinary
Medicine. She earned her undergradu-
ate degree from UMass Amherst. She has
a love for feline medicine, wellness and
geriatric pets. She is passionate about ed-
ucating pet owners about their pets’ care
and working as a team with pet parents to
make the best decisions for the health and
happiness of their pets.

Dr. Cyran is also a watercolor artist who

specializes in pet portraits. She
began to paint watercolor in
2021 as a way to relax and was
quickly drawn to painting.

Her work as a veterinarian
in the West Springfield com-
munity gives her a special per-
spective on the bond people
share with their pets. Creating
portrait and memorial art for
beloved animals is another way
to honor that bond. Her por-
traits strive to capture the pet’s
unique expression and person-
ality with painterly details that
are unique to watercolor.

Dr. Cyran enjoys spending

her free time with her two
children and her husband
Justin.

The meeting will take
place on Wednesday, Feb.
12 beginning at 6 p.m. at the
Agawam Public Library 750
Cooper Street Agawam, MA.
Light refreshments will be
served.

Everyone is welcome to
this free and open demon-
stration. For further infor-
mation please contact Ceil
Rossi  (413) 207-1247 or
email tocarefree2@hotmail.
com

Baystate Health Board of Trustees welcomes new trustees

SPRINGFIELD - Baystate Health has
been caring for Western Massachusetts
communities for more than 141 years. In
partnership with its 13,000 caregivers, the
Board of Trustees and subsequent commit-
tees are entrusted to lead the organization
through the lens of its Mission - to improve
the health of the people in our communities,
with quality and compassion. The 19 elect-
ed Trustees are hyper-focused on the com-
munity impact of the organizations’ actions
and decisions and bring diversity of skill,
expertise, knowledge and community repre-
sentation to our collective voice.

“The time, talent and treasure invested
by our Board of Trustees in Baystate Health
is so important in our journey to become a
clinically driven and physician-led health
system,” said Peter D. Banko, president &
CEO. “They represent the unique perspec-
tives and voices of our community, and their
perspectives are critical to ensuring we are
the economic and health pillar in New En-
gland, preferred destination to work and
practice, and establish long-term financial
resilience for our organization”

Baystate Health is announcing the fol-
lowing transitions of its Board of Trustees
in 2025:

Harriet DeVerry,retired Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Group Financial Officer at Web-
ster, just concluded her two-year term as
Chair of the Board on December 31, 2024
and will continue to serve as Trustee on
Baystate Health's Board. Bob Bacon, Pres-
ident of Elm Electrical, Inc., who served on
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the Board for the past 10 years, since 2015,
and as Chair of the Board from 2021-22, will
be stepping down as a Trustee. DeVerry and
Bacon were members of the Board of Trust-
ees at Noble Hospital when that hospital
became part of Baystate Health in 2015 and
they joined the Baystate Health Board of
Trustees at that time.

“I extend my deepest gratitude to Har-
riet, as former Chair of the Board, for her
leadership and support, especially the last
seven months of 2024 as Baystate Health
welcomed me to Western Massachusetts
in June; said Banko. “I also am extremely
grateful for Bobs 10-year commitment to
serve as Trustee, including his two years as
Chair. Their dedication to the organization,
our Mission, our community and to health-
care in Western Massachusetts goes above
and beyond”

Colleen Holmes has transitioned to the
role of Board of Trustee Chair from her
role of Vice Chair. Holmes is the President
and CEO of Springfield-based Viability,
Inc., an organization which partners with
employers to meet their business needs by
including the workforce of individuals with
disabilities. In this role, she builds on her
30-year career in human services, holding
leadership roles in human resources, sales,
and marketing. Holmes joined the Baystate
Health Board of Trustees after serving on
the Quality Committee and currently serves
on the Executive, Human Resources, and
Governance Committees. She holds a bach-
elor’s degree from Princeton University and
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a master of business administration degree
from American International College.

Dr. Akinyele Lovelace, a partner at Fam-
ily Medicine Associates in Westfield, has
been named Vice Chair. Dr. Lovelace is af-
filiated with Baystate Noble Hospital, Bay-
state Medical Center, and Holyoke Medical
Center, and has served as a Baystate Health
Board of Trustee for five years. He most re-
cently served as the Honorary Baystate No-
ble Ball Chair with his wife, Christina Love-
lace, at the 58th Annual Baystate Noble Ball
in November 2024. Dr. Lovelace spent sever-
al years in Texas, practicing internal medi-
cine at Hereford Health Clinic. During his
time there, he was Hereford Brand Reader’s
Winner for Best Physician in 2012 and 2014.
In addition to this medical degree from Phil-
adelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine,
Dr. Lovelace holds a master of business ad-
ministration degree from Texas Tech Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s degree from Xavier
University of Louisiana.

The Baystate Health Board of Trustees
welcomes its newest member, Keith J. Nes-
bitt, Senior Vice President and Business
Banking Team Leader at Berkshire Bank.
Nesbitt has nearly 20 years of experience in
commercial lending, portfolio management
and credit administration in regional and
community banking institutions. Presently
he manages a team of commercial relation-
ship managers for the Pioneer Valley (metro
Springfield) and Connecticut (metro Hart-
ford & New Haven) for Berkshire Bank. He
earned his bachelor’s degree from the Uni-

versity of Georgia, master of science from
Georgia State University and master of busi-
ness administration from the Keller Gradu-
ate School of Management. Nesbitt will fill
the Board of Trustee seat vacated by Bacon.

“I am thrilled to welcome Keith to the
Board of Trustees and to support Colleen
and Dr. Lovelace in their new leadership
roles;” said Banko. “As we build a clinically
driven and physician-led system and fo-
cus on our transformation, their respective
backgrounds and diverse skillsets will pro-
vide strong voices and deeper community
perspectives”

Hibernians to
hold Irish night

HOLYOKE - The Hibernians of
Hampden/Hampshire Counties invite
the public to attend the Traditional
Irish night in Holyoke, at the Log Cabin
on Saturday Feb. 22. There will be valet
parking. Tickets are only $50 per per-
son. Call Joe O’Connor at 413-627-7148
or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687 by
Feb. 18 or go online to Eventbrite.com.
The event will feature the Keohane and
Kenneally Irish American Band and a
Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner with
Ribs by Mick Corduff executive chef at
the Log Cabin.
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HAMBURG PATTIES

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 L8 8AG wree S'l 8%2

20 COUNT BOX
307 407

158° 519%

HOURS.' Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS$555
ea

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA.....

f 90 Meat Outlet

SAVINGS © SELECTION  SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Go Ductless!

Looking for an
AC solution
for your home
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

STATE LINE




February 6, 2025

I AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS

I Page7

&4 @turleysports

www.turleysports.com

K Jacebook.com/turleysports

Brownies upset by

Generals at home

AGAWAM - Despite having a
fewleads and a win already against
Pittsfield, Agawam was not able to
keep it last Tuesday and fell 65-60
to Pittsfield at home in the second
league meeting of the season be-
tween the two teams.

The lead changed several times

late in the game, with the Gener-
als outlasting the Brownies. Elijah
Maldonado had another great
game for the Brownies with 24
points.

Caeden Roeder had 10 points.
The Brownies are 10-4 and are
qualified for the tournament.

-

Melih Tomak gets the put-back after
making an offensive rebound.

Af"'_

Caeden Roeder fakes and heads for the paint.

-8

Elijah Maldonado crosses the court for the Brownies.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Gavin Cruz inbounds the ball.

Aiden Lavelle plants and takes a
mid-range jump shot.

Dylan Jorgensen gets around the
guard and goes to the hoop.

Gardner bests Agawam
in independent matchup

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD - The
non-conference  high  school
hockey game between Gardner
and Agawam had as many twists
and turns in it as one of the roller
coasters at the Six Flags Amuse-
ment Park.

Agawam, who trailed by two
goals twice, managed to take the
lead in the middle of the third pe-
riod, but the Brownies didn’t keep
the lead for very long.

After tying the score for the
third time, the visitors from
Northern Worcester County net-
ted the go-ahead goal on a pow-
er-play with 47 seconds left in reg-

ulation, giving them a 6-5 victory
at the Olympia Ice Center in West
Springfield, Saturday, Jan. 25.

“We didn’t play our best game
of the season tonight, but we still
had a chance to win it in the third
period, said Agawam head coach
Todd Rowley. “We took the lead
before losing our top three scor-
ers”

The Brownies played the final
1:46 of the third period without
seniors Landon Ashford, Cole
Buffum, and Aiden Pisano. The
trio were sent to the locker room
after receiving game misconduct
penalties from the referees. They
were involved in a fight that took

HOCKEY 1 page 8

AGAWAM - Since a tough
loss against Belchertown in
league action, Agawam has
grabbed three straight wins
and is now 12-2 this season.

Coach Tim Murphy said
Easthampton was a tough

challenge last Friday night,
but the Brownies defense con-
tinued to perform well in a 45-
23 win.

Mia Canavan had the hot
hand with 18 points scored.
Isabella Laprise grabbed nine

Brownies pick up third straight

points and Katelyn Cleavall
had eight points.

The Brownies are nearing
the end of the regular season.
Agawam will next face East
Longmeadow on Saturday,
Feb. 8 at 5 p.m.

Trevor Del Barba sets to clear the puck
away.

Casey Thomas nears center ice with the puck.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WW\W.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Aiden Pisano is pursued by the opposing
defense.

Camden Saltmarsh heads for the goal.

Vincent Montagna looks for his next
pass.

Teammates surround goalie Frankie DiSanti following a save.
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Thunderbirds get huge weekend sweep

DES MOINES, IA - The Springfield
Thunderbirds (21-17-2-2) got points
from 14 of their 18 skaters in a 7-2 drub-
bing of the Iowa Wild (14-26-2-1) on Sat-
urday night inside Wells Fargo Arena.

The T-Birds wasted little time jump-
ing in front for a second straight night,
as Simon Robertsson and Hugh McGing
capped a 2-on-0 with McGing cashing
in on a one-timer past Jesper Wallstedt
just 1:22 into action. Otto Stenberg also
picked up an assist as all three players on
the line broke point droughts of three or
four games.

Sam Bitten, playing in the building his
brother Will called home for three sea-
sons, joined the fun at 5:47 with a perfect
bar-down wrister from the right circle to
push the lead to 2-0 off setups from Sam-
uel Johannesson and Leo Loof. Johannes-
son has now registered a point in five of
his last six games.

Vadim Zherenko drew the starting as-
signment in net and held his own with 16
stops in the opening period. Johannes-
son provided a helping hand after Zhe-
renko made a mini-breakaway save on
Hunter Haight, and the young blueliner
successfully kept Mikey Milne from cash-
ing in on a rebound to keep the score

deadlocked.

Iowa finally would break through on
its 16th shot of the period as Travis Boyd
crashed the far post to tap home a 2-on-
1 pass from Matthew Sop to get the Wild
deficit down to 2-1 heading into the
first intermission.

There were more parallels
from Friday's game
early in the
second  peri-
od, as McGing
unleashed a
perfect shot under
the crossbar at 2:23,
beating Wallstedt for
his second of the eve-
ning and restoring the
two-goal lead, 3-1.

Iowa put togeth- er
best push of the night over the next five
minutes, culminating in a tally by Luke
Toporowski to cut the margin back to a
single goal, 3-2, at 7:26.

Just as it appeared the Wild would
change the tide of the game, the T-Birds
had other plans as Nikita Alexandrov
drove the net front from the right cir-
cle and beat Wallstedt to the near post
to make it 4-2 just 17 seconds after the

their

SPRINGFIELD

HUNDERBIADS

Toporowski goal.

The Springfield attack poured it
on from there. Michael Buchinger an-
nounced his presence at 8:49, jumping
into a play as a trailer before snapping a

wrister past Wallstedt to make
it 5-2 off a cross-ice setup
from Matthew Peca.
Another potential
momentum
shift came at
13:39 of the
second  when
Dylan Peterson
barreled in on net,
taking a shot on
Wallstedt before col-
liding with the Iowa
netminder. Peterson
was given a five-minute charging
major, setting the stage for the Wild
power play to try to climb back into the
game. Wallstedt was forced to leave the
game as Samuel Hlavaj came on in relief.

Instead of the moment sparking the
home team, the T-Birds only further
added to their lead when Peca intercept-
ed a pass in the neutral zone, skated into
the zone on the right wing, and snapped
another perfect shot upstairs past Hlavaj

for his team-leading 16th goal, making it
a 6-2 game heading into the third.

The Wild had no answers for Zheren-
ko in the third, despite Iowa throwing
16 pucks on the T-Birds net and 50 total
by the night’s conclusion. The third-year
goalie finished with a season-high 48
stops to earn the win, and Alek Kaski-
maki capped off the offensive onslaught
with his second goal in two nights at
17:12 of the third to round out the scor-
ing.
Dalibor Dvorsky will be in action on
Sunday and Monday at the AHL All-Star
Classic presented by Spotlight 29 Casino
in Palm Springs, California. The rook-
ie star will first participate in the AHL
All-Star Skills Competition presented by
Silvercrest on Sunday, Feb. 2 (9:00 p.m.
ET). Then, on Monday, Feb. 3, Dvorsky
and the Atlantic Division will look to
take home the 3-on-3 crown in the 2025
AHL All-Star Challenge presented by
Spotlight 29 Casino at 9:00 p.m. ET. Both
events can be seen on NHL Network and
AHLTYV powered by FloHockey.

Springfield next takes to the ice on
Friday, Feb. 7 to begin a home-and-home
set against the Providence Bruins at Am-
ica Mutual Pavilion.

Worcester Railers score
win over Mariners

PORTLAND, ME - The Worcester
Railers HC (18-19-2-4 42pts) took down
the Maine Mariners (16-23-3-0, 35pts), on
Sunday afternoon by the final score of 5-2
in front of a crowd of 4,421 at Cross Insur-
ance Arena. The Railers are back on the
ice next at the DCU Center taking on the
Atlanta Gladiators on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5th at 7:05 p.m. EST.

Worcester scored first Sunday after-
noon when Matt Ustaski (1-0-1) scored
5:23 into the first. Maine answered back
with a goal of their own from Wyllum De-
veaux (1-1-2) to tie the score at 1-1 head-
ing into the second. Connor Welsh (1-0-1)
was the second period’s lone scorer giving
the Railers the 2-1 lead. Maine tied it ear-
ly in the second period with a goal from
Lynden McCallum (1-0-1), but shortly af-
ter the Railers grabbed the lead right back
when Cole Donhauser (1-1-2) scored a
shorthanded goal to give the Railers the
3-2lead. The Railers finished the third pe-
riod by scoring two more goals, the first
scored by Mark Cheremeta (1-0-1) 15:52
into the third, and the second an empty
net goal from Matias Rajaniemi (1-0-1)
giving the Railers the 5-2 victory.

The scoring got started by the Railers
5:23 into the first when Matt Ustaski (2nd)
found the back of the net off a pass from
Jordan Kaplan. Maine tied the score at 1-1
just under ten minutes later off the stick

of Wyllum Deveaux (8th). Shots favored
Worcester 20-10 in the first period.

It took nearly 17 minutes of second pe-
riod action for either team to score. It was
Connor Welsh (5th) who scored giving
the Railers the 2-1 lead. His shot from the
left point deflected off of a Maine Mariner
and beat Bischel high. Shortly after the
Railers goal, they went on the penalty kill
following a five-minute major for board-
ing called on Griffin Loughran. The Rail-
ers successfully killed the first 2:32 of the
Maine power play to wrap up the second
period. Worcester outshot Maine 31-17 in
the second period.

The Railers started the third period by
killing the remainder of the Maine power
play, but shortly after the penalty expired
Maine was able to net one. It was Lyn-
den McCallum (15th) who scored for the
Mariners. The Railers did not wait long
to regain the lead, as Cole Donhauser
(5th) forced a turnover at center ice and
took it all the way home and scored the
shorthanded goal giving the Railers the
3-2 lead. Mark Cheremeta extended the
Worcester lead to 4-2 with his breakaway
goal 15:52 into the third period. Matias
Rajaniemi (2nd) capped off the Railers
five goal night with his empty net goal
17:27 into the third, securing the 5-2 win
for Worcester. Shots favored Worcester
8-7 in the third and 40-25 in regulation.

Baldwin adds schedule
for tri-track series

Ryan Preece Racing announced today
that Luke Baldwin will compete in the full
Monaco Modified Tri-Track Series sched-
ule during the 2025 season. Baldwin will
drive the No. 40 for Preece in eight of the 10
events and will pilot the No. 7NY for Tom-
my Baldwin Racing in the other two races,
allowing him to compete for the champi-
onship.

The Monaco Modified Tri-Track Series
10-race schedule includes events at sev-
en different tracks in four different states
in the New England region. The schedule
is the largest in the history of the series,
founded in 2014.

“The competition level on the Mona-
co Modified Tri-Track Series continues to
grow, Ryan Preece, NASCAR Cup Series
driver for RFK Racing, said. “The series has
a great payout for asphalt modified racing
and with the jump to 10 races, they have es-
tablished a strong schedule that we want to
support. Luke has continuously shown his
ability to win races and we're all excited to
be behind him in this effort in 2025”

Luke is ready for the challenge.

“Being able to head up north a few extra
times this year, it’s going to be awesome;’
Luke Baldwin said. “Tri-Track is rapidly
growing and it has some of the strongest
competition in modified racing, so it will
be tough. Working with the whole Preece

family will be special - our relationship has
been strong for years.”

The season-opener will take place at
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park
on Saturday, March 29 as part of their Ice-
breaker weekend. The series will continue
with a second event at Thompson on May
14, followed by Thunder Road (May 24),
White Mountain (June 7), Seekonk Speed-
way (June 25), Stafford Speedway (July 16),
Star Speedway (August 2), New London
Waterford Speedbowl (August 23), Stafford
(September 27) and Seekonk (October 25).

Jeff Preece, Ryan’s father, will crew chief
the car.

“I worked with Luke a few years ago
at New Smyrna and he’s a great kid,” Jeff
Preece said. “He has a hard-work ethic. I
expect good things from us”

“The opportunity to work with Ryan
came up and we couldn’t pass it up. We are
excited to see Luke race at some new tracks
in New England against a competitive field
of cars,” Tommy Baldwin Jr. said. “The Tri-
Track Series has some great drivers and a
diverse schedule this year with more races
than ever before”

“Our entire team is excited to get to
work at Thompson for the first time in
March,” Preece said. “Our goals every time
we go to the race track are to win and we
feel Luke is ready for the challenge”
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place in front of the Gardner goalie.

“The three players, who received the
game misconduct penalties, would've been
on the ice during the Gardner power-play
late in the third period;” Rowley said. “I
thought we held the momentum before the
fight?”

The Brownies, who are a Division 2 team,
have a 8-5 overall record. Theyre currently
sitting in second place behind Amherst in
the Fay-Wright Conference standings with
a 7-2 record. After having a week off, the
Brownies are scheduled to host McCann
Tech in a conference game at 6:30 on Satur-
day night.

“We need to win two more games to
guarantee a spot in the state tournament,’
Rowley said. “This was a non-league game,
so it doesn't affect our standings in the
Western Mass. tournament.”

The top four teams in the Fay-Wright
Conference standings will play in the West-
ern Mass. Class B tournament.

It was the second-ever meeting between
the two hockey teams.

Two years ago, Gardner posted a 3-0
victory over Agawam in the championship
game of the Chicopee Holiday Tournament.

In last Saturday’s match, the Brownies
were trailing, 4-2, with eight minutes left in
the third period when Buffum and Pisano
scored a pair of goals in a span of ten sec-
onds tying the score at 4-4.

A little more than a minute later, Aga-
wam took a 5-4 lead following a goal by
senior AJ. Robbins, which was assisted by
Ashford.

With 4:54 left in regulation, Gardner
senior Gavin Richard scored a power-play
goal tying the score at 5-5.

Following the fight, Richard’s scored an-
other power-play goal, which was unassist-

ed, with 47 seconds left on the scoreboard
giving his team a 6-5 lead.

The Brownies had a chance to tie the
score, but they couldn't put the puck into
the net past Gardner senior goalie Cohen
Veilleux (15 saves) before the final buzzer
sounded.

Gardner took a 2-0 lead in the middle of
the opening period following goals by se-
nior’s Josh Crotty and Michael Lucas.

The Brownies cut the deficit in half when
Ashford fired a shot into the net with 6:16
left in the opening period. Junior Anthony
Barbarini was credited with the assist.

Seven minutes into the second period, a
shot attempt by Agawam sophomore Cam-
den Saltmarsh fell out of the Wildcats goal-
ie’s glove and the puck bounced into the net
which tied the score for the first time.

Gardner retook the lead at 3-2 with 2:40
remaining in the second period following a
goal by sophomore Matt Whaley.

Less than four minutes into the third pe-
riod, a goal by junior Aiden LaPointe gave
the visiting team a two goal lead for the sec-
ond time.

LaPointe is also one of the three Gardner
players who attend Quabbin Regional High
School in Barre.

The other two Quabbin players listed on
the Gardner hockey roster are senior Cullan
White, who's a captain, and senior Kevin
Thompson, who's the back-up goalie.

Agawam starting goalie Frankie DiSanti,
who’s a senior, made a total of 26 saves.

The Brownies battled back during the
third period, and they took the lead, but it
quickly slipped away from them.

“This loss hurts right now, but we'll be
fine,” Rowley said. “At the end of the day, it’s
only one game out of 20.

The Brownies will be looking to get back
into the win column against McCann Tech
on Saturday night.
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Valley Opportunity Council
offering free tax preparation

CHICOPEE - Valley Opportunity
Council, which manages the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program that
provides free tax preparation to those of
low and moderate-income, began offer-
ing tax preparation and filing appoint-
ments on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

VITA tax preparation appointments
are available through April 30, at three
VOC locations: 20 Lathrop St., West
Springfield, 516 Chicopee St., Chicopee;
and 300 High St., Holyoke.

To schedule an appointment, call
(413) 612-0206. Those eligible for the
VITA program must live in Massachu-
setts or Connecticut with an income of
up to $67,000. Appointments are avail-
able on weekdays, evenings and week-
ends.

Certified volunteer tax professionals
help qualified individuals prepare and
file basic state and federal tax returns
and prior year returns. VOC also offers
free electronic filing of tax returns, al-
lowing for individuals to receive their
refunds much quicker than paper filings
and save up to hundreds of dollars in fil-
ing fees.

The core mission and goal of VITA
is to assist low- to moderate-income
taxpayers in satisfying their tax respon-
sibilities and minimize financial hard-
ships, in turn saving taxpayers thou-
sands of dollars in filing fees. The VITA
program is sponsored by VOC and the
Internal Revenue Service.

In 2024, VOC helped 861 individuals
file their state and federal tax returns
through the VITA program. VOC has
been providing the VITA program for 25
years in the communities of Chicopee,
Holyoke, and as of last year, Westfield.

The Valley Opportunity Council is
the largest and most diverse Commu-
nity Action Agency in Western Massa-
chusetts with an annual budget of $45
million. With this Federal designation,
the VOC has established a powerful net-
work of support and collaborative ser-
vices intended to encourage community
members to actively achieve self-suffi-
ciency for themselves and their families.
VOC employs over 250 staff members
and has 150 local vendors, providing a
significant economic investment in the
community.

Artists needed for showcase event

HOLYOKE - All submissions must be
submitted by Feb. 7. Wistariahurst Muse-
um is seeking artist submissions for the
Third Annual Women’s History Month
juried art showcase for the month of
March. This year, the theme is Love, in all
forms. Submissions are open to anyone
who identifies as a woman and non-bi-
nary artists of any age. Submissions
should include 3 to 4 quality images with

Public Notices

information (title, date, medium, and
size), an artist statement (approximate-
ly 300 words about your art and its rela-
tionship to the theme), and an artist bio
(approximately 150 words about you as
an artist) in one PDF. All questions are
welcome and encouraged. Five artists
will be selected and awarded a $100 sti-
pend. Submissions are due Feb. 7, please
send them to info@wistariahurst.org.

Obituary

Dr. Gerald LaVerne Paist

Dr. Gerald LaVerne Paist
(“Gerry”) passed away peace-
fully at Harrisburg Hospital on
January 24, 2025. He was a res-
ident of Country Meadows Me-
chanicsburg since April 2024.

Born in Williamsport, PA,
Gerry was the son of Thomas
Holland Paist, Jr. and Ethel Ann
(Hubbell) Paist. He grew up in

Willow Grove, PA and attended K

University in Massachusetts.
He then became the Superin-
tendent/Director of Pathfinder
Regional Vocational Technical
High School, where he served
for 47 years. Currently he is the
longest running School Super-
intendent in the United States.

Gerry will be remembered
lovingly by his sister, Susan

the Upper Moreland School District, where
he graduated Valedictorian of the class of
1957.

Gerry was very active in Scouting and
attained the rank of Eagle Scout. During
his senior year, Gerry was selected to tour
Europe with the World Friendship Organi-
zation. While there, he visited 18 European
countries and received the Queen’s Scout
Badge, the highest award in English Scout-
ing.
Following high school graduation, Ger-
ry earned a B.S. in Mathematics from La-
fayette College and Masters and Doctoral
Degrees In Educational Administration
from Harvard University.

After teaching Mathematics at Stone-
ham and Framingham School Districts,
Gerryserved as Assistant Dean of Westfield

Hubbell Whyte (Howard) of
Carlisle, niece, Kimberly Eshbach Barger
(Chad) of Mechanicsburg and grand neph-
ews, Alec Barger and Chase Barger. Burial
will be private at West Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery in Bala Cynwyd, PA.

The family would like to thank Country
Meadows Mechanicsburg and UPMC Har-
risburg for the excellent care given to Ger-
ry. Also, the family would like to express
their gratitude to Greg Salois, Eric Duda,
Jim Jyz, Dan Whaley, Scott Moynihan,
Mark Moynihan and Tim Moriarty for their
ongoing support and friendship.

Memorial donations can be sent to:
Pathfinder Vocational Technical High
School, 240 Sykes Street, Palmer, MA
01069.

Services will be private and at the con-
venience of the family.

OBITUARY POLICY: Turley Publications offers
two types of obituaries. One is a free, brief Death
Notice listing the name of deceased, date of death and
funeral date and place. The other is a Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which allows families to publish extended
death notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to: obits@
turley.com. Exceptions will be made only when the
family provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

DEATH NOTICE

Paist,
Dr. Gerald LaVerne
Died Jan. 24, 2025

Services are private
Neill Funeral Home

Legal Notice
Town of Agawam

The Agawam Planning
Board will hold public hear-
ings on Thursday, February
20, 2025 at 6:00pm and
6:10pm and the Agawam
City Council will hold its
public hearings on Monday,
March 3, 2025 at 7:00pm
at the Agawam Senior
Center, 954 Main Street,
Agawam, MA. The purpose
of these hearings will be to
hear the petition of Mayor
Johnson for proposed zon-
ing amendments for “An
Ordinance to Amend Chapter
180 of the Code of the City
of Agawam Regarding
Zoning Enforcement
Powers and Penalties” &
“An Ordinance to Amend
Chapter 180 of the Code of
City of Agawam Regarding
Accessory Dwelling Units.”
City Council’s public hear-
ing will be livestreamed on
the Town of Agawam’s web-
site at www.agawam.ma.us
and will also be televised on
Cable Access Channel 15

or Channel 1074. Copies of
the proposed zoning amend-
ments can be obtained from
the Office of Planning and
Community Development
between the hours of 8:30am
and 4:30pm at the Agawam
Town Hall, 36 Main Street,
Agawam, MA or by emailing
the Office of the City Clerk
for an electronic copy at
vgioscia@agawam.ma.us.
Violet Baldwin, Chairman
Agawam Planning Board

Rosemary Sandlin
City Council President
02/06, 02/13/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0155EA
Estate of:
Eleanor W Cobleigh
Date of Death: 03/08/2024
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Nancy
Cobleigh Fields of
Manchester, NH requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Nancy Cobleigh
Fields of Manchester, NH
be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00

a.m. on the return day of
02/24/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must
file a written appearance
and objection if you object
to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court

in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.
Date: January 27, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/06/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING

The Agawam City
Council Administrative
Sub-Committee will con-
duct a Public Hearing on
MONDAY, March 3,
2025 at 6:30PM, at the
Agawam Senior Center Hall
Seminar Hall, 954 Main
Street, Agawam, MA, on
an Eversource petition for
permission to install a joint
owned pole on or near 582
South Westfield Street,
Feeding Hills, MA could and
include installation of a new
pole(s), manholes, wires,
cables and fixtures, includ-
ing the necessary sustaining

and protect fixtures along and
across the property. This peti-
tion is available by contacting
the City Council Office, 36
Main Street, Agawam, MA or
by emailing bbard @agawam.
ma.us.
Robert E. Rossi, Chair
Administrative
Sub-Committee
2/06, 02/13/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
by Langonet Towing pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L.
¢.255, Section 39A, that on
February 24, 2025 at 63
Ramah Cir S, Agawam the
following Motor Vehicles
will be sold at private sale
to satisfy the garagekeeper’s
lien thereon for storage, tow-
ing charges, and expenses of
notices and sale of said vehi-
cle.
2008 Mercury Mountaineer
VIN: 4AM2EU47E48UJ04928
Corey Caride
52 Alhambra Circle North
Agawam, MA 01001
02/06, 02/13, 02/20/2025
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PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Call us at 413.283.8393

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- FIREWOOD
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge FIREWOOD

Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178.

TAG SALE

VALENTINE’S DAY
GARAGE SALE.

FEBRUARY 14-16, 8AM-3PM.

www.newspapers.turley.com

Clasmﬁed 6 PA“A"’;S’E‘SL&I‘(E ROAD
AdV@rtlSlng No early birds please.
DEADLINE Moving, everything must go.
FRIDAY AT 4 PM

2025 -
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

ACaII FotrAnt
413-967-8364 Riiic g

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

-
BEB
EEE

Personal & Small Business

A13-348-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

3 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

A

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: o Quabbin ——
1 2 3 a Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 50,500
9 10 1 12 q
13 14 15 16 n'baﬁ
17 18 19 20 Base rice q&
21 Srnse | 22 i ] B ahi0 mna
25 BasgPrice | 26 BasePrice | 27 BasePrice| 28 B 3000 HI"tOWﬂS
Circulation: 9,800

29 Bestaso | 30 Btaoo| 31 B | 32 ]

All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 P | 34 Bsetres| 3% Begneg| 36 "sun| for 20 words plus 50¢ for

each additional word.
¥ Biaso | 38 P | 39 Bestangs | 40 B0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard L VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

BRNFELD

- M

STURBRGE

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Techni-
cian, 30 years experience, repairs, full
and 24 hour emergency service. 413-
275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations,
renovations. Fully insuredd. HIC Ii-
cense. (413) 668-6685.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS

“We can always work something out.”
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition
services for adults, specializing in ac-
tive and static exercise. Fully certified
in personal training and nutrition and
insured in the state of MA. Call 914-
708-7849 or send inquiries to fader-
ci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior  painting/staining, ~wallpaper
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship,
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.
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Red Cross
lifeguard

training now

available

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Parks and
Recreation Department is offering a life-
guard Red Cross certification training
course at the Holyoke Boys and Girls
Club, 70 Nick Cosmos Way. Session 1 will
take place Feb. 15, Feb. 16 and Feb. 23
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Session 2 will take
place May 10, May 11 and May 18, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants only need
to attend one full session, (one Satur-
day and two Sunday’s). Applicants must
be 16 years of age. Strong swimmers
are encouraged to apply. Participants
must pass a pre-skills test at the start of
class. $175.00 for Holyoke residents and

$275.00 for non-residents.

Lifeguard Re-Certification Classes
will also be offered on Feb. 23 and May
18. Participants only need to attend one
class. Classes will run from 8 am. to 5
p.m. at the Holyoke Boys and Girls Club,
70 Nick Cosmos Wa. Update skills while
also extending certification for another
two year. $125 for Holyoke residents and

$225 for non-residents.

Please register at the Holyoke Parks
and Recreation Department, 413-322-

5620.

Participants must register and be
paid in full before attending the class.

Limited space available.

Former Steaming Tender discussed as
potential site for passenger rail stop

By Marcelo Gusméo
Staff Writer

PALMER - On Monday, a presentation
was hosted at Steaming Tender Restaurant
to discuss the location of the train stop for
the East/West passenger rail.

The presentation was held by Blake and
Scarlet Lamothe and John McElduff, who
discussed the benefits to using the restau-
rant as a train stop. An animated slideshow
of photos, data, and potential designs was
projected for the attendees to see, and as
the presenters spoke, cargo trains passed
behind them on the existing rails.

Blake Lamothe, owner of Steaming Ten-
der, expressed his opinion that the Depart-
ment of Transportation is “operating out of
their jurisdiction on this line”

“It’s called compass rail for a reason;
north, south, east, west,” said Scarlet La-
mothe. “However, MassDOT is ignoring
the compass. They are ignoring the central
corridor rail line that connects Brattleboro,
VT, out to New London, CT”

At the previous meeting with the public,
representatives from DOT expressed that
Steaming Tender could not accommodate
the high-level platforms required by cur-
rent project designs. However, Lamothe
proposed accommodations for a low-level
platform that would more easily fit into the
current site.

“We could have low-level platforms with
a handicapped lift, those are the require-
ments on this line as it exists,” Blake Lam-

othe said. “Or we could do a gauntlet track,
which has been done on many railroads,
which supersedes the freight. Those are
tracks that lay in a little bit, so that when
the freight passes, it keeps it so the freight
doesn't hit the abutment?

Lamothe was dismissive of concerns
over the South Main Street bridge as an
obstacle to construction, which he called a
“false narrative.”

Blake’s daughter, Scarlet, mentioned
during her presentation that there’s ample
space for five tracks beneath the bridge,
and that the FRA had previously approved
it.

The big concern of the community has
been the distance from downtown. Scar-
let Lamothe showed pictures of the stop
installed in Windsor Locks, CT, which she
compared to a bus stop.

“You can hop on and off,” Lamothe said.
“Engineering wise, it looks great on paper.
Economic wise, not a smart move, and
Connecticut is paying the price for it. They
were not receiving any additional revenue
from the train stop.”

Lamothe emphasized that a small stop
outside of town will not bring revenue to
the town the way a train stop in a down-
town location would. Attendees brought up
the Department of Public Works site as one
of the other proposed sites for the stop, and
Lamothe mentioned a proposal to create a
recreational facility there, in addition to us-
ing the historic site for the train stop.

Blake Lamothe said that the previous

initiatives had factored in these concerns
when dealing with the Federal Rail Asso-
ciation. During McElduff’s presentation,
he talked about the ways that are being
pursued to convince DOT to reconsider,
including political action, legal action, and
local engagement.

“This would be a possible non-binding
vote on where we should put the station,”
McElduff said. “Should we put it here, in the
central business district, or out on the edge
of town?”

By a show of hands, McElduff confirmed
that the majority of the attendees preferred
the station being placed downtown.

“We have a letter that’s been sent to the
new administrations Secretary of Trans-
portation Sean Duffy, and were looking
forward to an appointment in Washington,”
Lamothe said.

In addition to these methods, McElduff
said there will also be collaborations with
state legislators and the governor’s office.

“We can't settle for the short end of the
stick here, and theyre not making it any
better for Palmer, Blake Lamothe said.
“North/South is as important as East/West.
Let’s get back to common sense here; let’s
build a robust town again with hotels, trade
schools, shops and restaurants, and create
commerce here”

“Let Palmer take advantage of the rail-
roads as it once did before;” Lamothe said.

If youd like to get involved with the Cit-
izens for a Palmer Rail Stop group, you can
check out their Facebook page.
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PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman's
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CASH FOR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

BOATS

1984 LARSON, 15 ft. bowrider, re-
furbished 6 years ago. 80hp, 2 stroke
outboard. Runs well. Trailer included.
$700. (843) 226-4786..

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR

Council on Aging for the
Town of Oakham is seeking
an experienced
Activities Coordinator.
Miscellaneous duties to include sup-
porting current programs and devel-
oping new programs to increase atten-
dance and participation of the growing
aging population in the Oakham Senior
Center. Up to 12 hours per week (flex-
ible) $20.00/hr. depending upon expe-
rience. Resume should be sent to Ad-
min@0akham-Ma.gov. or mailed
to Board of Selectmen, Town
of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook Road,

Oakham, MA 01068.

COA COORDINATOR for Town of
Westhampton. Description available
online at www.westhamptonma.
gov. Applications accepted until po-
sition filled.

TRUCKS

1980 FORD PICKUP. Available for
restoration. Chassis refurbished, 302
C6 transmission. Needs body and in-
terior work. Moving, can't take with me.
$4000. (843) 226-4786.

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Se-
cure gate access, well lit. Great prices.
Call Secure Storage at 413-800-
6278 for your free month.

ol |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPART-
MENT is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immedi-
ately. Visit www.hampdenpolice.
com for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

BRIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BED-
ROOM IN INDIAN ORCHARD,
3RD FLOOR. $1,100. LARGE KITCH-
EN-LIVING ROOM COMBO. ELEC-
TRIC HEAT. NO SMOKING, NO PETS.
GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

Buying? Selling?
Our

Classifieds =
Get Results! §

{

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

L=
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised s
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all

Call us at 413.283.8393

Have you taken photos at a local sports event
and want to see them published in this paper?
Email your image(s) with description to:

sports@turiey.com

dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

FoRIRENT
8

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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Students Andrew Bagley, Sydney Frasier and
Dawood Atanane were the emcees for the Poetry
Out Loud competition.

Aiden Wykes was one of the
top 12 students in the Agawam
High School Poetry Out Loud
competition.

Khan Ghalib.

Hazel Meyer tied for third place with her
performance of “No, | wasn’t meant to
love and be loved” by Mirza Asadullah

Loud competition.

Nazo Sahibzay placed in the top 12 for
the Agawam High School Poetry Out

With her performance of “History
Lesson” by Natasha Trethewey, Violet
Pryce Agawam High School Poetry Out
Loud competition.

Abigail Drumm won the Agawam High
School Poetry Out Loud competition with
her performances of “We Play Charades”
by Uma Menon and “Sonnet 15” hy
William Shakespeare.

Devin Soucy placed in the top
12 of the Agawam High School
Poetry Out Loud competition.

POETRY 1 from page 1

Drumm has competed in this contest
each year as she has a great appreciation
for both poetry and performance.

“I like the preparation and I love per-
forming, so it really is just a perfect mix up
of both,” Drumm said.

Poetry is a special part of literature for
Drumm and she enjoys having the oppor-
tunity to analyze and perform different po-
ems for this contest each year.

“I really like literary analysis, so that is
one part of it, but also I feel like it really ex-
presses my feelings,” Drumm said. “There is
so much that can be said with words and I
think poetry does a really good job at that.”

With her performance of “The World is
About to End and My Grandparents Are
in Love” by Kara Jackson, Iraj Ahmed
placed in the top 12 for the Agawam High
School Poetry Out Loud competition.

All the students who competed in the Agawam High School Poetry Out Loud competition were given a
certificate to acknowledge their participation.

When trying to decide what poems to
present for the contest, Drumm looks for
works that have contrast and speak to her,
while still fitting within the Poetry Out
Loud guidelines.

After she has picked a few poems, she
begins to prepare for her performance.

“I start by dissecting the poem and try-
ing to understand what it is actually say-
ing, Drumm said. “Then I break it up into
how I want to say it in order to convey the
meaning. Then from there I start to mem-
orize”

Now Drumm is looking forward to pre-
paring for and competing in the next levels
of competition.

She also has some advice for any future
students interested in competing in Poetry

Tansey’s Catered Table

INVITES YOU TO DINE & DANCE WITH US

OVilentines @ag

Friday, February 14
6-10 p.m.

THE MENU

Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Winter Salad with Crisp Greens
Carved Dijon Crusted Roast Pork Loin
Baked Stuffed Cod with Seafood Stuffing
Sides, Dessert, Coffee & Tea

Dance to Live Music by Joe Saimeri & Richie Mitnick

$74.99 per person inclusive

got into the top 12 Agawam High School
Poetry Out Loud competition.

With his performance of “1st Vote” by Marissa Leary won second place at the
Kamilah Aisha Moon, Domenic Costa Agawam High School Poetry Out Loud
competition with a performance of “How
Dark the Beginning” by Maggie Smith.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Out Loud.

“Poetry isn't what you think it is at first
glance,” Drumm said. “The more you try to
dissect it and try to understand what the
poet is trying to get across in between the
words, the better off you are”

Additionally, she encourages everyone
to give poetry a try. She recommends they
go onto the Poetry Foundation or some
similar website and just begin reading and
dissecting poems.

“Expose yourself to more poetry...the
more you try and the more you experience,
the easier it becomes,” Drumm said.

Patterson was impressed by and proud
of all of her students who competed in
front of the school.

“It is really challenging to memorize a

Jace Mansur made it to the top
12 of the Agawam High School
Poetry Out Loud competition.

With a performance of “The Road Not
Taken” by Robert Frost, Maddy Elwell
tied for third in the Agawam High School
Poetry Out Loud competition.

Aubrey Maynard placed in the
top 12 of Agawam High School
Poetry Out Loud competition.

poem and to recite it in front of your peers
in a big auditorium,” Patterson said. “I am
so proud of everybody.’

She has enjoyed watching different stu-
dents grow throughout this year’s competi-
tion as well as over the course of the several
years that some of them have been compet-
ing.

“You definitely see them develop confi-
dence and demonstrate their understand-
ing of poetry, Patterson said. “They begin
to really try to communicate the poem to
the crowd and it becomes the celebration
of these words”

Patterson looks forward to watching
Drumm continue onto districts and to see-
ing students continue to compete in Poetry
Out Loud in the years ahead.

SOUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLARS
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* HOME HEATING OIL
DIESEL - KEROSENE

the purchase of
125 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

the purchase of
150 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

the purchase of
200 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

Use Our Easy Online Ordering

FRASCOFUEL.COM = 734-3578

CGall For Our Current Low Oil Price
2383 Westfield St., West Springfield

Fuel Assistance Customers Welcomed




