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Lost aalax

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Agawam Public
Library held a program for kids
in fifth and sixth grade to make
galaxy jars.

This program was run by
Youth Associate Isabelle Malvez-

zi who wanted to give the kids a
fun creative craft.

“I'm hoping that they’ll get
to stretch their creative legs a
bit,” Malvezzi said. “I'm look-
ing forward to seeing how
they come out”

Malvezzi was inspired to
put on the program when she re-
called how much fun she used to
have creating galaxy jars when
she was in middle school.
For the program, each kid
got two jars, some cotton balls,
paint and glitter of their choos-
ing and some water.

The first step to creating the
jars was to tear up cotton balls
and fill about one third of a jar
with them.

Once this was done, the kids
used a separate cup and put a
scoop of water, a spoonful of
one paint color, and some glitter
inside it. They then mixed this
concoction together and poured
over the cotton balls.

Then they would mix the
paint, glitter and water mixture
with the cotton balls until they
absorbed it entirely.

After that they repeated the
process about three to four more
times using different paint colors
for each layer.

In total it created a swirled
and layered effect that replicated
a galaxy.

“You layer the cotton balls
and then a paint/water/glitter
mixture together to create a color
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see if you viewed
a galaxy or nebula
through a telescope,
Malvezzi said. “The glitter
islike the stars and the differ-
ent colors are the light refractal
patterns”

Malvezzi enjoyed watching
the kids each approach the proj-
ect in a different way, even while
following the instructions.

“It was fascinating to see
where they ended up with it be-
cause they were following the in-
structions but somehow none of
them followed the instructions
the same way, which is always
super fun,” Malvezzi said.
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Johnson makes changes to planner job

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson is working on up-
dating the director of planning
and community development
position after long time worker
Pamela Kerr retires.

He decided that it would be
best to have this position now
focus more on conservation
than on development.

“The former job position had
duties split between planning
and community development

and community development
is really more economic devel-
opment,” Johnson said. “In the
new job description the position
still participates in the commu-
nity development process but it
doesn’t lead it because in reality,
it never did”

According to Johnson, the de-
velopment aspect of the position
was rarely used in the way set up
in the former job description.

Instead of leading econom-
ic planning and development
the person acted more as a
support while the mayor’s of-

fice took the lead.

Therefore, Johnson wanted to
change the position description
to reflect that reality.

Moreover, Johnson also
wanted the department to more
easily interact with Inspection
Services.

“There is a natural fit of those
two areas together; Johnson
said.

These two departments often
work together but as they are in
separate places, this can cause
someone working on business
expansion or a similar project

to have to go back and forth be-
tween the two.

“Instead of bouncing people
between the DPW facility and
town hall and potential back,
I think it makes more sense to
have them under one roof so
that if youre going in, your ques-
tions can be answered all in one
location,” Johnson said.

Over the next few months
Johnson hopes to move these
two departments under one roof
to help facilitate their collabora-
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Needs
Increasing
In special
education

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The school com-
mittee received a presentation
by Director of Special Education
Services Erin Walsh concerning
the progress made in the special
education department.

Walsh reported that while the
number of children needing spe-
cial education has not increased
in Agawam, the level of needs has
increased.

Due to this, Walsh and the rest
of the special ed team have been
working to adapt their system to
better work with the students and
their families.

“The needs of our students are
changing and we need to be able
to adapt to that and adjust our
practices to meet those students’
needs,” Walsh said.
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Teenagers enjoy a Super Smash Bros. tournament at the library

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The teen advisory
board at the library recently orga-
nized a Super Smash Bros tourna-
ment for teens to enjoy.

TAB had discussed a variety of
different activities they could put
on for teens and decided that this
could be a fun way to bring some
of their peers into the library.

“It sounded like fun,” Youth As-
sociate, and TAB leader, Evan Del-
ano said. “We have some gamers
in the group and people were ex-
cited about it

To add to some of the excite-
ment for the competition, one of
the TAB members 3D printed a
trophy that was the Super Smash
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Bros logo for the winner to take
home.

Delano hoped that this event
provided teens with a way to relax
and have fun with their friends.

“At this stage of their lives so-
cializing is very developmentally
important and a lot of kids are
looking for ways to connect with
other kids,” Delano said.

Delano knows that it can be
hard to find places to connect
outside of school for teens, so they
hope that they can help provide
that space at the library through
events like this.

“It feels really important to
have opportunities for the teens
to meet each other, especially op-
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Teens came together at the library to enjoy a Super Smash Bros tournament.
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Cyran to headline next meeting of Artists and Artisans

AGAWAM - Dr. Laura Cyran, from Chi-
copee, will be the artist demonstrator at the
Feb. 12 meeting of the Agawam Communi-
ty Artists and Artisans. The meeting will be
held at the Agawam Library starting at 6pm.
Public is welcome.

Dr. Cyran is a 2016 graduate of Oklaho-
ma State University of College of Veterinary
Medicine. She earned her undergraduate
degree from UMass Amherst. She has alove

for feline medicine, wellness and geriatric
pets. She is passionate about educating pet
owners about their pets’ care and working
as a team with pet parents to make the best
decisions for the health and happiness of
their pets.

Dr. Cyran is also a watercolor artist who
specializes in pet portraits. She began to
paint watercolor in 2021 as a way to relax
and was quickly drawn to painting.

Her work as a veterinarian in the West
Springfield community gives her a special
perspective on the bond people share with
their pets. Creating portrait and memorial
art for beloved animals is another way to
honor that bond. Her portraits strive to cap-
ture the pet’s unique expression and person-
ality with painterly details that are unique to
watercolor.

Dr. Cyran enjoys spending her free

time with her two children and her hus-
band Justin.

The meeting will take place on Wednes-
day, Feb. 12 beginning at 6 p.m. at the Aga-
wam Public Library 750 Cooper Street Aga-
wam, MA. Light refreshments will be served.

Everyone is welcome to this free and
open demonstration. For further informa-
tion please contact Ceil Rossi (413) 207-1247
or email tocarefree2@hotmail.com

Catholic
women'’s club

meeting to be
held Feb. 10

AGAWAM - Members of The Catho-
lic Women’s Club of Agawam will enjoy
fun and games at their Feb. 10, meeting.
It will be held in the Fr. Joyce Room of
St. John the Evangelist Parish Center
located at 833 Main St., Agawam. Re-
freshments will be served at 6:30 p.m.
followed by the monthly business meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Those attending are asked
to bring quarters to play Left, Right,
Center after the meeting. If any member
has one of the game sets, please bring it
with you that evening. All local Catho-
lic Women are welcome to join the club
members for this fun evening.

Feline Friends

AGAWAM - Feline Friends be holding
our next two monthly donation drives at
Smithland Pet & Garden Center on Satur-
day, Feb. 1, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. as well as
March 1. Volunteers will be collecting food,
litter & monetary donations for the kitties.
Opened bags/boxes will be accepted.

Smithland, a valued sponsor, is stocked
with Friskies Pate or Shreds canned food
(single flavor cases are preferred), many
Fancy Feast varieties and unscented,
clumping cat litter.

We would also appreciate jars of baby
food (meat/poultry varieties), paper tow-
els, puppy peepads and gift cards to Smith-
land or Costco. Checks or cash are always
gratefully accepted at Feline Friends, P.O.
Box 174, Feeding Hills.

Congratulations to Cheryl and Carl K
who won the big screen TV in our Novem-
ber promotion. We appreciate all of the
wonderful donations received at the Janu-
ary 4th donation drive including Joanne L
& Joan W, Ann H, Carl and Cheryl K, Linda

donation drive

B, Crystal M, Ken K & Irene F, Joe and Shirl
as well as everyone who stopped by to chat
& show us pictures.

Just a reminder that we have donation
bins at Smithland near the registers and
at the Agawam Public Library. Please in-
clude contact information with donations
if you would like an acknowledgement.
This month Maria B dropped off some cozy
blankets at the library and we received cas-
es of cat food, bags of dry food, treats and
more at Smithland. Check out our Feline
Friends Cat Sanctuary page for photos. We
are so grateful for each & every donation.

Feline Friends Inc. is a communi-
ty-based, nonprofit sanctuary that does
not discriminate against any cat based on
age, gender or disability.

More information about our sanctuary
may be found on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Facebook page at Fe-
line Friends Cat Sanctuary. Contact us with
questions at info@felinefriendsinc.org or
by phone at 413-786-5019.

Parks dept.
hosting
mother-son
dance March 6

AGAWAM - Moms and their sons
will create memories that will last a life-
time. Boys in grades Kindergarten and
up and their “date” will enjoy an evening
of fun, games, and dancing on Thursday,
March 6 at Oak Ridge Golf Club from 6
to 8:30 p.m. There are 30 couples are
needed for this dance to take place. If
30 couples are not registered by Feb. 4, a
full refund will be given.

Registration begins online and in
person on Jan. 7 and will continue
through Feb. 4. No registrations will be
taken after Feb. 4.

For more information, please visit
the Parks & Recreation page at www.
agawam.ma.us or call 821-0514.

Scholarship and fellowship funds still available

AGAWAM - The Horace Smith Fund,
located in Westfield, Massachusetts has
scholarship and fellowship money avail-
able for graduates of Hampden County
public and private high schools. Gradu-
ating high school seniors and students
already in college may apply for Scholar-
ships of up to $12,000.

Those in their final year of college
and previous college graduates pursuing
advanced degrees may apply for Fellow-
ships of $15,000. Applicants must main-
tain at least a B average in college and be
enrolled as full-time students.

Awards are made based on both aca-
demic achievement and merit. Of great
importance is a personal written ac-

count of why the student feels deserving
of financial assistance and their goals in
pursuing higher education.

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to 24
individuals. Scholarships were given to
16 graduating seniors from 13 Hampden
County high schools. Five scholarships
were also awarded to current college stu-
dents to assist them in completing their
undergraduate degrees.

Three fellowships were given to col-
lege graduates pursuing advanced de-
grees, who had graduated from Hamp-
den County high schools.

The Horace Smith Fund was estab-
lished in 1899 by the successful and
generous philanthropist named Horace

Smith, co-founder of Smith & Wesson,
established in Springfield.

The scholarships and fellowships are
named for Walter S. Barr, a West Spring-
field businessman, whose widow left the
bulk of the family estate to The Horace
Smith Fund in 1950.

Completed applications must be re-
ceived either electronically or by mail to
The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union Av-
enue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085 no
later than March 15.

Applications are available at local
high school guidance offices, college fi-
nancial aid offices, online at www.Hora-
ceSmithFund.org or by phoning (413)
739-4222.

Father-daughter
dance to have
two dates

AGAWAM - Due to the popularity of
this event, we are offering two dances.
Couples must choose either Feb. 25 or
27. Dances will take place at Oak Ridge
Golf Club from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Maximum
60 couples per dance. Registration be-
gins online and in person on Jan. 7 and
will continue through Feb. 4. No Regis-
trations will be taken after Feb. 4. For
more information, please visit the Parks
& Recreation page at www.agawam.
ma.us or call 821-0514.

Dakin Humane Society celebrates and recognizes long-time employees

SPRINGFIELD - Dakin Humane So-
ciety recently honored several current
employees who had reached work anni-
versaries ranging from 10 to 20 years at
a team ceremony held at the Springfield
nonprofit. The 13 employees were given
gift bags that contained, among other

items, a personalized zip-up hoodie with
the Dakin logo as well as their first names
followed by the title “Dakin Legend.”
“Were so grateful to have so many
long-term team members at Dakin,” said
Kayla Begnoche, human resources man-
ager. “Shelter work takes more than skill;

ble animals
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Dakin Humane Society honors long-time employees.
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it takes heart. Every day, our team brings
compassion and dedication, whether
theyre working directly with pets and
their people, keeping vital programs and
services running, handling essential ad-
ministrative tasks behind the scenes,
or collaborating with partner organiza-
tions. They have an unwavering dedica-
tion to this work, and we're incredibly
fortunate to have staff who bring their
whole hearts to it every single day”

More than 20% of Dakin’s staff have
worked for the nonprofit organization
for at least 10 years, while 44% were hired

five or more years ago. According to Da-
kin’s Executive Director Meg Talbert, “We
are delighted to recognize this incred-
ible group of long-term employees in a
special way and look forward to making
it an annual tradition to celebrate our
newest Dakin Legends. Dakin is a special
place and each and every one of our team
members, new to the field or legends,
give of themselves daily to advance our
mission and uphold our core values: in-
tegrity, compassion, and innovation.”

Those team members honored recent-
ly are:

20 Years: 12 Years: 10 Years:
Alanna Regan Brenda Forsell Lee Chambers
Adoption Center Manager Spay & Neuter Clinic Administrator Media Relations & Development
Specialist
15 Years: 11 Years: Debbie Massarelli
Betsy Bernard Abigayle Bogdan Finance Coordinator
Animal Resource Counselor Veterinary Technician Kayla Thibodeau
Eliza Fischer Meghan Delaney Veterinary Technician
Animal Resource Counselor Veterinary Technician

Dr. Sherri Therrien
Spay & Neuter Veterinarian

Mary Jane McGuire
Veterinary Services Manager

Megan Tolpa
13 Years: Foster Coordinator
Rachel Murphy
Animal Caregiver
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Senior Center announces upcoming news and events

AGAWAM— The Agawam Senior center,
954 Main St., has great events planned for
the month of February. For more informa-
tion, please call 413-821-0605

Agawam Senior center hours of oper-
ation: The Agawam Senior Center will be
closing at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday. The Agawam
Senior Center will remain open on Tues-
day evenings until 7:30 p.m. We hope this
will give you a chance to access more of
what we have to offer. The Billiards Hall,
Computer Room, Fitness Room and more.
ZUMBA Gold will offer classes on Tuesday
evenings starting at 5:30 p.m.

Hearing Checks Available
Thursday, Feb. 20
The next New Ears hearing care clinic
will take place on Thursday, Feb. 20. Gary
Winn is a licensed Hearing Instrument
Specialist, and owner of New Ears Hearing
Care, will conduct a free hearing clinic. He
will check ears for wax build-up, perform
hearing screenings, and counsel people

about hearing loss. Hearing aids will be
cleaned and adjusted if possible. The Aga-
wam COA invites residents of Agawam and
surrounding towns to benefit from this ser-
vice. Call 413-821-0604 to make an appoint-
ment. Hearing checks will take place in the
seminar hall.

Manicures With Jane
Monday; Feb. 10 - Seminar Hall

Jane is a licensed nail specialist, who
will give your fingernails that extra special
attention and love they deserve. She is of-
fering simple manicures that include clip-
ping, filing, soak, MASSAGE of the hands
and your choice of color. These appoint-
ments are 15 minutes each. The cost is $15
per person. Call Kristina at 413.726.2836 to
book.

Treats And Trivia
Tuesday;, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. in the Seminar
Hall Garden Room of the Senior Center
Call Kristina at 726.2836 to reserve a
spot.

Coffee And Chats
With Mayor Johnson
Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 10 a.m.

Join Mayor Johnson in the FRIENDS
Coffee Shop at 10 a.m. for all the latest and
up to date information regarding the beau-
tiful Town of Agawam & Feeding Hills.

Bereavement Group -
Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 1 p.m.
Conference Room

Grief and Love Are Siblings. We tend to
see Love and Grief as polar opposites. Love
is “good.” Grief is “bad” What if one can-
not exist without the other, as necessary
to your thriving as breath? In this month
of celebrating love in all its forms, we will
gather to explore the mysterious intimacy
between loving and grieving. First, through
shared conversation, we will challenge our-
selves to expand our own understandings
of the words “love” and “grief” before in-
vestigating some forms of grief/love rituals
that you can bring into your own home.

Caregivers Connect
Dementia Caregiver Support Group
Feb. 4 6 to 7 p.m. in the conference room

Laurie Cecchi, OT, OTR, CAPS (Certified
Aging in Place Specialist), CDCS (Certified
Dementia Care Specialist) is a highly re-
spected dementia specialist with 35 years of
experience in clinical practice. With a strong
passion for improving the quality of life for
individuals affected by dementia, Laurie has
dedicated her career to advancing knowl-
edge, care practices, and policy changes in
this critical area. Join us to feel heard, sup-
ported, and uplifted as you navigate the
complexities of caregiving and celebrate the
moments of joy and connection with your
loved ones. Caregivers Connect will meet
the first Tuesday of the month from 6-7 p.m.
Director Cindy Sullivan with our kitchen
will be putting her culinary expertise to the
test and offer a piping warm bowl of chick-
en soup before the support group meets.
Donations for a delicious bowl of soup are
appreciated. We hope you will join us. Soup
will be served between 5:15 and 5:45 p.m.

Colleen
Coronation
tickets available

AGAWAM - The Agawam St. Pat-
rick’s Committee is excited to begin its
Irish Season at St. Anne Country Club.
This year’s event will crown the 2025
Agawam Colleen and court. They will
participate in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Parade as well as many other activities
throughout the year.

This year’s coronation will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 8 beginning at 5:30
p-m. The ceremony will begin at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $55 for adults and $30 for
children under 12. To reserve tickets,
please email Abbie at agawamstpat-
ricks317@gmail.com.

Agawam Day to
be held in FLA

AGAWAM - The 44nd annual “Aga-
wam Day in Florida” will be held on
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 from 10
a.m. to p.m. Former Agawam residents,
old friends, classmates and relatives
will meet at Fort DeSoto National Park,
St. Petersburg, FL. for a reunion, picnic,
raffles, hugs and to share old memo-
ries. For more information, contact:
Hank Drewnowski call/text at 860-462-
7273 or email -hdrew2452@gmail.com.

Foundation encourages students
to apply for scholarships

SPRINGFIELD - The Jewish Federa-
tion of Western Massachusetts’s Jewish
Endowment Foundation is inviting un-
dergraduate and college-bound students
to apply to its annual Common Fund and
Springfield Council of Jewish Women
(SCJW) scholarships through March 28,
2025. Qualified stu-
dents regardless of
race, religion, and
gender are encour-
aged to apply. Schol-
arships are awarded based on a combi-
nation of academic, financial need and
community involvement.

“The value of education is strongly
embedded in our Jewish culture, which
is why we are proud to award Common
Fund and Springfield Council of Jewish
Women scholarships to support students
on their educational journey, said Nora
Gorenstein, CEO of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Western Massachusetts. “These
scholarships are an example of one of the
many ways Federation supports families
in Western Massachusetts, and we look
forward to receiving scholarship applica-
tions from our future leaders and profes-
sionals.”

Federation’s Jewish Endowment Foun-
dation Common Fund grants college
scholarships to all qualified high school
students who are residents of Hampden,
Hampshire, and Franklin counties. Since
2015, Federation’s Jewish Endowment

m Jewish Federation

of Western Massachusetts

Foundation Common Fund has awarded
more than $260,000 in scholarships to
more than 240 college bound students.
Approximately thirty students are select-
ed each year to receive this scholarship.

Federation's SCJW Scholarships are
available to qualified high school stu-
dents and under-
graduate  students
residing in Chicop-
ee, Springfield, East
Longmeadow, Long-
meadow, Wilbraham, Hampden, Aga-
wam, or West Springfield. The SCJW
established its first scholarship fund in
1943. Since then, the scholarship fund
has grown substantially. In 1992, the
SCJW transferred their funds to Feder-
ation’s Jewish Endowment Foundation.
Since 1992, it has awarded more than
$2.5 million dollars to financially assist
thousands of local students in their pur-
suit of higher education.

Recipients for both scholarship types
are chosen based on academic perfor-
mance, financial need, and community
involvement. Once chosen, undergrad-
uate students are eligible to renew their
awards for their full four years of college.
The application deadline for Federa-
tion’s Jewish Endowment Foundation
Common Fund scholarships and SCJW
scholarships is March 28, 2025. To ap-
ply, visit https://jewishwesternmass.org/
grants-scholarships.

Mayoral breakfast
set for March 6

AGAWAM - The West of the River
Chamber of Commerce is hosting the VIP
Mayor Breakfast on Thursday, March 6
from 7:30 to 9 a.m. The event will be held
at Partners/Tansey’s Catered Table on
Springfield St. in Agawam. Agawam May-
or Christopher Johnson and West Spring-
field Mayor Will Reichelt will be on hand
to discuss happenings in each town and as
well as collaborative efforts going on.

The mayors will also take questions
from those in attendance. You can also
submit questions to robin@westoftheriv-
erchamber.com. The cost is $40 for cham-
ber members and $50 for non-members.
To register, go to the West of the River
website.

Notice of Zoning
Board of Appeals
open position

AGAWAM - Please be advised that
there is an opening on the Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals effective January, 2025.

The opening is for an alternate position.
Interested parties should contact Barba-
ra Bard in the City Council Office at 413-
726-9716 or send in a letter of interest to
bbard@agawam.ma.us as soon as possible.

Dean’s List at
Nichols College

DUDLEY - Nichols College is proud
to recognize the academic accomplish-
ments of students on the fall 2024 Dean’s
List.

The following local students have
achieved dean’s list honors for the fall
2024 semester:

Colin Bronner of Agawam and Owen
Connery of Feeding Hills.

President’s List at
Nichols College

DUDLEY - Nichols College is proud
to recognize the academic accomplish-
ments of students on the fall 2024 Pres-
ident’s List.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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achieved president’s list honors:

AIC Dean’s List

tional College in Springfield, is proud to
announce that 473 students have earned
aplace on the Dean’s List for the fall 2024
semester. The following students have
achieved Dean’s List honors:

joring in Nursing

in General Business

ing in Nursing

Exercise Science

The following local students have

Isabella Fleury of Agawam and Erin

SPRINGFIELD - American Interna-

Diana Ganovska of Feeding Hills, ma-
Joe Liquori of Feeding Hills, majoring
Brittany O’Grady of Agawam, major-

Mia Wood of Agawam, majoring in

GSHFH introduces virtual program

WEST SPRINGFIELD — Greater Spring-
field Habitat for Humanity is thrilled to in-
troduce its newest virtual program, “Habitat
Home School?” Get it, “home” school.

Habitat Home School is a monthly in-
teractive online class that teaches its par-
ticipants how to become financially ready
to apply for Greater Springfield Habitat’s
homeownership program. The inaugural
class “Building Strong Credit” will be held
in English on Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 5 p.m.;
and Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 5 p.m. for Spanish
speakers. There is no cost to attend, but reg-
istrations are required. To sign up for the
English class, visit: bit.ly/40CmjRS. For the
Spanish class, register here: bit.ly/4avadNC

“I would like this series to be a pre-ap-
plication course so people are more pre-

pared from the financial review aspect of

the application process,” said Olga Callirgos,
GSHFH Homeowner Programs coordina-
tor and the creator of this project. “It’s not
mandatory, but highly recommended as it’s
a positive stepping stone for anyone inter-
ested in homeownership and it’s definitely a
good idea to attend all of them so there is no
missed information.”

Each Habitat Home School session will
last one to two hours and tackle a different

topic each month. Attendees should expect
to participate in engaging activities and ask
questions.

The courses will be taught by Operation
HOPE representatives. Operation HOPE
is a nonprofit that offers financial literacy,
coaching, and advocacy for low and mod-
erate-income individuals and communities.

GSHFH is a housing ministry dedicated
to strengthening communities by empower-
inglow-income families to change their lives
and the lives of future generations through
homeownership and home repair opportu-
nities. This is accomplished by working in
partnership with diverse people, from all
walks of life, to build and repair simple, de-
cent, affordable housing. Habitat’s mission
to provide homeownership opportunities to
low-income families is unique as we offer a
hand up not a hand out, requiring partner
families to work alongside the community
they will live in. GSHFH has helped rough-
ly 100 local families realize their dream of
homeownership over the last 38 years.

For more information, contact Olga Cal-
lirgos, Homeowner Programs coordinator,
at callirgos@habitatspringfield.org or (413)
739-5503 x1003.
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Opinion

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Reader seeks
clarification of
Medicare
IRMAA and MAGI

Dear Rusty:

I am confused by an article in my local
newspaper which said that Modified Ad-
justed Gross Income, on which my Medi-
care Part B premium is based, is my Ad-
Jjusted Gross Income, plus any non-taxable
interest, plus 50% of the social security I
received.

The part that is confusing is the 50%
part. When I look at my tax return my
Adjusted Gross Income includes the tax-
able portion of my Social Security benefit
which, in my case, is 85% of my total ben-
efits. Why must 50% of benefits be added
to my AGI if it is already included in my
total AGI?

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

The article you refer to was mislead-
ing for stating that the Modified Adjust-
ed Gross Income used to determine your
Medicare premiums includes your nor-
mal Adjusted Gross Income from your
income tax return, plus any non-taxable
interest you may have had, plus 50% of
the SS benefits you received during the
tax year. What the article should have
said was that the MAGI, which deter-
mines your Income-Related Monthly
Adjustment Amount to your Medicare
premiums consists of your normal AGI
from your tax return, which includes the
taxable portion of your Social Security
benefits, plus any non-taxable interest
you may have had.

For additional clarity, the Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment Amount is
a supplemental amount added to the
standard Medicare premium for those
with higher incomes. The thresholds at
which the IRMAA supplements apply
depend on your IRS filing status, and
your MAGI determines the amount of
supplement which will be added to the
standard Medicare premium.

Single filers with MAGI over $103,000
or married filers with MAGI over
$206,000 will see an IRMAA supplement
added to their Medicare premium. Those
whose MAGI is under the first IRMAA
threshold pay the standard Medicare
premium, but those whose MAGI ex-
ceeds the first IRMAA threshold above
will pay more.

How much more depends on how
much their MAGI exceeds the first IR-
MAA threshold by. The IRMAA supple-
ment (the additional premium amount)
could be anywhere from $69.90 to
$419.30 per month for Medicare Part B
(coverage for outpatient services) or an
additional $12.90 to $81.00 per month to
the Medicare Part D (prescription drug
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WORKING..

Creaz‘/ng a “wow” factor at home

JIL

hlS past week I've been hard at work trying

to come up with new and exciting garden

1deas for the entrance areas of Old Stur-
bridge Village.

It’s a job I've done for decades now, and maybe
I take for granted how cool it is to work for a place
that many people visit each year. I want to give vis-
itors something to rave about with my color com-
binations and plant selections!

Read on, straight from the archives, to bring
some of this “wow factor” attitude home to your
own landscape.

How often have you visited an outdoor muse-
um, amusement park or resort and felt inspired by
the gardens or container plantings used to adorn
the property? Chances are you may have even used
an especially delightful display as a backdrop for a
family photo or two.

Tourist attractions such as these put “their
best foot forward” each season of the year to awe
their customers with spectacular combinations of
unique plants, so that no matter when the visit is
planned, the guest leaves with the feeling some-
thing special was done in their honor.

We can treat our home gardens in a similar
fashion. Why not? Certainly we deserve to have ex-
ceptional plantings, for our own enjoyment and for
the compliments they will elicit from our friends.

So instead of utilizing border plantings that
provide only glimpses of color in the spring, sum-
mer and fall, devote entire beds to the showiest
plants available for the time of year and change
them with the seasons.

These types of gardens don't have to be very
large, but they do have to be situated for optimal
effect. Think “location, location, location!”

If you have a long driveway, consider placing a
“welcome garden” just as you turn down the path.
Since it will be viewed from a distance, and from
a single vantage point, make the bed more wide
than narrow, and raise the height of the soil in the
back of the bed a bit for a multidimensional ap-
pearance.

Utilize large, bold flowers, bright colors, and
strong foliage forms- these will capture the eye en
route.

Which door do you or guests normally use to
enter and exit the house? Plant a small garden
nearby, one that can be admired up close, each
time you pass by it.

Here, the intricacies of color and form can be
fully appreciated, whereas in the garden out front
they would be lost. Experiment with a variety of
flower and foliage shapes and color schemes.

Don't be afraid to use delicate or small flowers,
or those that are mottled or two-tone. Likewise,
variegated and cut-leaf foliage can make for inter-
esting inspection if properly paired with surround-
ing plants.

Similar beds or container plantings can be
planned for patio or pool-side, or for other areas
within the landscape that might be suitable for en-
tertaining. Simply tailor the gardens to the time-
frame in which these locations are used most of-
ten, and choose your plants accordingly.

Next week we will get into the “nitty-gritty” of
each of the three seasons: spring, summer and fall,
and how to capture the essence of each in your
plantings. You too can have museum quality gar-
dens within your home landscape!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of Mas-
sachusetts. For 33 years she has held the position
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes
readers to participate in this years election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered

Election letters to the editor welcome

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will
be printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.

PHONE

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor
Gregory Scibellli
aan@turley.com

Subscriptions
www.turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
(840 out of state)
Newsstand $1.00

WEB
www.agawamadvertiser
news.turley.com

!] @ Agawam Advertiser
News

The Agawam Advertiser News
is published by
Turley Publications, Inc. © www.turley.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author
verification purposes. We
do not publish anonymous
letters. All letters are sub-
ject to editing for content
and length. The deadline
is Monday at noon. Please
send letters to Agawam Ad-
vertiser News, care of Turley
Publications Inc., 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA 01069, or
e-mail aan@turley.com.

AGAWAM

ADVERTISER NEWS

)

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli

- aan@turley.com
| Sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING
SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

The Agawam Advertiser News (USPS
001-170) is published every Thursday
by Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone
(413) 283-8393, Fax (413) 289-1977.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

@AgawamAdvertiserNews

WEB
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.




January 30, 2025 1

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

Page 5

Opinion

¥ &

. nmy g
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

Ireceived an email from a Hampden res-

ident on Dec. 6. She reported a bald ea-

gle perched in tree in her backyard. She
said, “The adult bald eagle sat in the tree for
awhile, then swooped over my house to the
north. This was the first time I had a sight-
ing of a bald eagle in my yard”

I saw an adult bald eagle perched in a
tree by a field along Route 67 in New Brain-
tree on Jan. 17. It is always a thrill to see an
eagle.

The bald eagle is a large 31 inch long
dark bird with a white head and white tail.
Immature eagles have dark feathers with
white mottling on the wings and tail and
variable amounts of white on the belly.
They keep their immature plumage for four
years.

Eagles eat mostly fish and birds. They
also will eat carrion and some mammals
like rabbits. The female lays one to three
bluish white eggs in a massive platform
nest of sticks and vegetation lined with
moss and grasses. These nests are placed
on cliff ledge or in the fork of a tree.

Eagles congregate at feeding areas in
late winter and early spring. They inhabit
coasts, lakes and large rivers. The eagle has
a repeated piercing scream given between

Bald eagle

Bluebird

The alcohol conundrum

. your
“ health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

xcessive alcohol consumption has
Elong been recognized as an illness

that contributes to societal problems
like drunk driving and domestic violence,
along with a host of physical ailments that
are potentially fatal.

Right up until the 21st century, though,
there was consensus that moderate alcohol
intake did little harm, and might even have
had some health benefits. Red wine, in par-
ticular, was found to contain antioxidants
like resveratrol that may lower blood pres-
sure and polyphenols, which may improve
blood flow to the heart.

That was then, and this is now.

Increasingly, research is finding that the
risks of even moderate alcohol intake out-
weigh its benefits. Alcohol consumption
is a risk factor for several types of cancer,
including breast, colorectal and oral cavity
cancers. According to the National Cancer
Institute (NCI), moderate drinkers have a
1.23-fold higher risk of alcohol-related can-
cers.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
says that there is no safe level of alcohol
consumption, and that even relatively low

levels can increase the risk of breast cancer.

And a large British study released just
this month found “light” drinking (about
an ounce of spirits a day for men and half
an ounce for women) was associated with
an increase in cancer deaths among older
participants. The risk was greater for those
who had existing health problems or who
lived in low-income areas.

Just as cigarettes were once thought
to be healthful and are now known to be
dangerous, alcohol is on a trajectory to be-
coming another health pariah. Dr. Victoria
Amesbury, an internist who has been prac-
ticing for 36 years, would be OK with that.

“One of the amazing things I run into all
the time is well-educated women who
drink;” she says. “There are studies that in-
dicate even two drinks a week is toxic, and
that it is now thought there is a definite
connection between alcohol and breast
cancer.

“But when I tell a patient to stop drink-
ing, they say all their friends drink and they
don’t want to be an outcast.”

There’s the rub. Alcohol is so ingrained
in our society that it’s hard to imagine life
without it. Around the time America was
founded, alcohol was actually thought to
warm the body and aid digestion. It was
used to treat colds and fevers and even giv-
en as a sedative during childbirth. During
the mid-19th century, alcohol was the main
painkiller used in surgery.

Look back at movies from the ‘30s and
‘40s (I'm thinking particularly of “The Thin
Man” series) in which cocktails took cen-
ter stage, consumed by glamorous people.

HEALTH 1 page 11
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plan) premium - again dependent on how
much over the initial MAGI threshold the
person is for their IRS filing status. You can
see the MAGI levels and corresponding
IRMAA supplements by visiting this Medi-
care website at www.cms.gov/newsroom/
fact-sheets/2024-medicare-parts-b-premi-
ums-and-deductibles.

IRMAA and MAGI can be confusing. If
people have questions about their Medi-
care premiums, help is available by email-
ing SSadvisor@amacfoundation.org or
calling 1-888-750-2622.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This
article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundations staff, trained and accredited by
the National Social Security Association To
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory — or
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

a pair and a rapid series of chirps given at
the nest. Eagle populations are recovering
rom series declines due to the use of DDT,
which caused thinning of their egg shells.

Bluebirds

A North Brookfield resident had half a
dozen bluebirds at his feeder on Jan. 9. An-
other Hampden resident reported the blue-
birds were back in a Jan. 17 email. He said,
“He puts out a container of warm water
every morning and puts a scoop of critter
food on the ground every morning”

Great blue heron
The same Hampden resident with the
bluebirds said in Dec. 5 email a great blue
heron “has been visiting my fish pond early
mornings and late afternoons for the past
couple of weeks. It has consumed over 20
goldfish in the three foot deep pond”

Pine warbler

A reader some time ago had a bird with
a lot of yellow. She identified it as a pine
warbler. She said she never had a pine war-
bler come to her nugget feeder before and
she has lived there for 40 years. She also in-
cluded a photo of a mocking bird sipping
sap from a maple tree after the yellow bel-
lied sapsucker made multiple holes in the
bark.

Rescue of iced in loons
The Loon Preservation Committee re-
ported, “On Dec. 14, [they] responded to a
report from Weare Reservoir (aka Horace
Lake) in Weare, New Hampshire. As the
reservoir froze, a juvenile loon became
trapped in a small (15 foot diameter) hole

of open water. Fortunately, the opening
was not far from shore and LPC Senior
Biologist, John Cooley, was able to make
his way out across the newly-formed ice
to capture it. LPC staff then evaluated the
loon, taking blood and x-rays. No problems
were detected, and the loon was released
onto the ocean that afternoon.” The loon
received two bands per leg in a unique col-
or combination that will enable us to iden-
tify it if it returns to a New Hampshire lake
in the future.

The LPC also reported, “That same
night [Dec. 14], we received a call from vol-
unteers on Franklin Pierce Lake. There, too,
a juvenile loon was icing-in and with cold
temperatures predicted overnight, its sit-
uation was not likely to improve. On Dec.
15, LPC staff headed to the lake. The loon
was much further from shore than the loon
on Weare Reservoir had been, but the ice
was solid and we were able to capture the
loon. The loon was given a physical exam-
ination on site and no obvious problems
were detected. Because it was late in the
day and we wanted to make sure the loon
had plenty of daylight to explore and get
acquainted with its new surroundings, we
opted to have the loon stay overnight with
wildlife rehabilitator Maria Colby of Wings
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. We banded
it and released it onto the ocean at Odiorne
Point the following morning’”’

People may report a bird sighting or bird
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette,
PO. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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Youth Associate Isabelle Malvezzi showed
kids her own example galaxy jar.

GALAXY 1 from page 1

She was also pleasantly surprised by how
intelligently the kids approached their differ-
ent color combinations for their jars.

“I didn't expect color theory to become
part of the lesson but it did and it was so fun,”
Malvezzi said.

Each kid had a lot of fun experiment-
ing with the jars, whether it be by trying
different color combinations, testing
how much they had to tear up their
cotton balls or seeing how the amount
of water added to the jar affected how
the cotton balls absorbed the paint.

All of their jars came out wonderful-
ly, and they had the option to take home
the instructions so they could replicate
the craft at home.

This fun craft is not
the only event the li-
brary has planned
throughout the next -
month.

On Feb. 5 at 6 p.m.
there will be a pajama
story time for kids ages
three to eight and their
families. There will be
a story and a craft, and
kids are invited to wear
their pajamas and bring
a stuffed animal.

In February there is
also going to be a “will it
chocolate?” event, where

The kids attending the galaxy jar program lined up to pick
out their paint colors.

glitter options to Jesse Poirier.

Youth Associate Isabelle Malvezzi passed out the

Kaylee Mullen focused on creating the paint, water
and glitter mixture to add to her jar.

kids will get to dip different foods in a choc-
olate fondue. This will be available for grades
three through six.

Additionally, in February the library will
hold a “minute to win it” challenge event for
kids in grades five and six.

On top of all of this, the library has their
ongoing winter reading program

_ that is open to people of all
ages.

To keep updated on all
of the different events at
the library, go to their web-
site at https://www.aga-
wamlibrary.org/

The attendees of the galaxy
jar program were proud of
their final products.
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Kids had fun creating galaxy jars at the Agawam Public Library.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

& WASTE &

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWWw.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

LOWER PRICES
10 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET! IN FlATIoN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST .o 2200

SMOKED
SHOULDER PICN(C...... > 192

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN cuTLeTs 5129

GENOA SALAM......> 4 &

SLICED IN OUR DELI

PROVOLONE CHegsE.... >459
Sour's onrl)

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAILS ..., 2929 $499
Ib

s1 %9 SALE DATES:

USDA INSP. FRESH
1/30/25-2/5/25

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) ...

CuT
FREE

BEEF

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EVE
Q77

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

SHORT RIBS
W iy
USDA INSP.

GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

PRICES IN RED
=S ARE AT OR BEL
s ~C"LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
3649
Ib

BEEF S
19

L3

IRLOIN
SPOON ROAST .o
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 0.5 6160
USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS rear v B9

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S

MANICOTTI WITH RICOTTA 100 >4 %2

MAHT MAHI FISH FILLETS...... S499

WHOLE
OR HALF

£ 90 Meat Outlet © EEVLYECIIESS
5B Springfield
BAG JURS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
‘ Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 Www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR S SAVINCS » SELECTION  SERVICE

Public AuctioN |3

FRIDAY, JANUARY 315" at 11:00 A.M.

OWNER'’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY

* AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS

% SCOREBOARD BAR & GRILL *
2-STORY
RESTAURANT/COMMERCIAL BUILDING
* LAND * BUILDING * EQUIPMENT * FURNISHINGS ¢
* ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE ¢
“LARGE QUANTITY OF SPORTS MEMORIABILIA

15 King Street AGAWAM, MA

Real Estate & Personal Property To Be Sold In Its Entirety On The Premises

SEND for DESCRIPTIVE, PICTURED BROCHURE

or VISIT OUR WEBSITE at WWW.POSNIK.COM
1% BROKERS INCENTIVE OFFERED!!!

Sale Per Order Of Owner - Retiring

TERMS OF SALE:
ENTIRETY: $25,000.00 Initial Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
Deposit to be Increased to 10% of Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days
6% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE: $5,000.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds.
15% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced At Time of Sale.
INSPECTIONS: Saturday, January 25™ - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
Morning of Sale: 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. & Upon Request

West Springfield, MA e Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 ¢ 610-853-6655

Aaron Posnik

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161  PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@posnik.com

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Girls basketball

keep on

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE-Playing a game in-
side a fieldhouse for the first time
this season really didn't bother
the members of the Agawam girls’
basketball team very much, espe-
cially in the first half.

The Brownies, who held a
15-point halftime lead in last
Tuesday night’s game at the Tan-
tasqua Fieldhouse, coasted to a
41-22 non-league victory over the
Lady Warriors.

“We've never played a game
here before and it’s a very inter-
esting place,” said Agawam senior
co-captain Mia Canavan. “There
isn't any fieldhouses in Western
Mass., but the size of the court is
about the same as our home gym.”

It was the first ever meeting on
the hardwood between the two
squads.

While the road victory im-

winning

proved Agawam’s overall season
record to 11-2, Tantasqua’s record
fell to 3-7, as they lost their sev-
enth consecutive game.

“We were looking to end our
losing streak in tonight’s game,
said Tantasqua head coach Andy
Haley. “We just had too many
turnovers. We only have one se-
nior, so this is a rebuilding season
for us. We just need to keep im-
proving in every game.

Tantasqua, whos a Division 3
team, has several other Western
Mass. opponents listed on their
regular season schedule. They lost
to Minnechaug Regional at home
earlier in the season. They’ll be
playing at Longmeadow on Feb-
ruary 5 before hosting Holyoke in
the regular season finale a week
later.

The Lady Warriors are the only
Central Mass. opponent listed on

BASKETBALL 1 page 8

Mia Canavan takes a free throw.

Isabella Laprise fakes a pass as she

nears the basket.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Carlina Calabrese looks for an open
teammate.

Win over Lancers lands Agawam in tournament

WEST SPRINGFIELD - Last
Monday morning, Agawam had
a holiday matchup with Long-
meadow at Olympia Ice Center.

The Brownies were led by two

goals from Aiden Pisano and a
35-save effort from Dimitri Huey
as they took home a 4-1 win to
improve to 8-3 on the season.
The eighth win will qualify Aga-

wam for the state tournament.
Agawam is also continuing to
improve its chance of qualifying
for the Western Mass. Tourna-
ment.

In the win, AJ Robbins also
scored for Agawam.

The Brownies are in action on
Saturday at home against Mc-
Cann Technical at 6:30 p.m.

Aiden Pisano heads for the goal.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTO0S.COM

Kaeden Clifford is pursued by the opposing defense
during recent play.

Cole Buffum approaches the opposition.

Casey Thomas gets a stick on the puck.

Brownies
swimming
reaches
500

AGAWAM - Last Friday after-
noon, Agawam High School girls
swimming hosted Chicopee Com-
prehensive and scored a very con-
vincing win 115-60.

Among double-winners was
Agawam’s Angela Privdenyuk. She
took the diving competition and
the 100 freestyle. Vincy Cheung
took the 200 freestyle and then
the 100 breaststroke. Hannah
Newsome got the win in the 100
backstroke. Agawam also took all
three relay events.

The Brownies improve to 3-3
on the season and were sched-
uled to face Belchertown and East
Longmeadow end the regular sea-
son.

The boys swimming team was
defeated by Chicopee Comp 112-
54. There were some individual
wins for the Brownies. Camryn
Saroglou took the 200 individual
medley and Vincent Silva was the
winner in the 100 freestyle. Also
grabbing a win was Vrijenhoek
Ayden in the 100 breaststroke.

How to contact
the Sports Editor

Have the scoop on a local
sports story? Want to submit
a team photo or pass along a
potential story idea?

Please send all sports-re-
lated press releases and infor-
mation to Sports Editor Greg
Scibelli at: sports@turley.com
or call, 1-413-283-8393.
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Thunderbirds fall in shootout against Providence Bruins

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (18-17-2-2) got a combined eight
points from their top line but ultimately fell
in a shootout by a 4-3 score to the Provi-
dence Bruins (23-13-3-1) last Saturday night
before a seventh sellout crowd this season at
the MassMutual Center.

T-Birds captain Matthew Peca got the
capacity crowd energized just 3:48 into the
first period, taking a slip pass from Matt Luff
in the high slot and wiring a shot over Bran-
don Bussi’s blocker to give Springfield the
1-0 advantage.

Springfield carried over their strong spe-
cial teams night on Friday by dispatching
the Bruins’ lone power play of the first peri-
od, but the Providence attack kept pressing
the issue. Georgii Merkulov evened the slate
at 13:35 with a one-touch finish from just

outside the blue paint, beating Vadim Zhe-
renko upstairs to tie the score 1-1.

Neither team generated much offense in
the closing minutes of the period, and the
tie game carried into period two, with Prov-
idence outshooting Springfield 10-6 in the
opening 20 minutes.

The Bruins vaulted to their first lead just
1:59 into the second period when Frederic
Brunet found a home with a point shot off
a faceoff play, making it 2-1.The T-Birds had
a golden chance to get back in the game as
they went to a 4-on-3 power play shortly af-
ter the Brunet tally, but Bussi and the Provi-
dence penalty killers held the fort.

Later in the frame, with Providence on a
power play, Ian Mitchell rocketed a one-tim-
er past Zherenko, and the visitors’ lead grew

to 3-1 at 11:04 of the frame.

In desperate need of a spark, Peca and
the top line provided one at 15:32 when the
captain entered the zone and lifted a shot
over the net. Fortunately enough, the puck
careened right to the side of the goal, where
MacKenzie MacEachern jabbed it through
Bussi to bring Springfield back to within a
goal, 3-2. With the good fortune, the veter-
an winger picked up his fifth goal in his last
nine games.

On the very next shift, MacEachern
and Peca were at it again, with the captain
spotting MacEachern behind the net, and
the winger blindly throwing a perfect pass
in front of the goal to Luff, who mashed it
home before Bussi could position himself
and, thanks to two goals in just 18 seconds,
the game was tied, 3-3, heading into the
third.

Springfield kept pressing in the final pe-
riod, but Bussi and the top defensive squad
in the AHL kept the home side from gaining
the advantage. Zherenko was also up to the
challenge, stopping five shots in the third,
including a dangerous close-in chance for
Fabian Lysell in the dying minutes.

3-on-3 overtime proved to be a showcase
of the two netminders’ skills, as Bussi and
Zherenko traded spectacular saves during
the frenetic five-minute frame. Each team
had four chances to ice the game, but thanks
to the goalies, a shootout would be needed.

Merkulov ultimately made the difference,
beating Zherenko in the opening round of
the skills competition, while Bussi turned
away Tanner Dickinson, forced Luff to hit a
post, and then stonewalled Dalibor Dvorsky
to earn the extra point for Providence.

Worcester’s point streak ends
in loss at Maine Mariners

PORTLAND, Me. - Worcester’s eight-
game points streak, second-longest in
team history, ended here Friday night
via a 4-2 loss to the Maine Mariners. The
Railers fell behind very early, eventual-
ly trailed by 3-0, and were never able to
summon the energy to come all the way
back.

“I thought they were flat,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said. “I thought they were emo-
tionless in the first period. It was not my
favorite game with that group”

The defeat was part of a bad standings
night for Worcester. Two teams trailing
them in the battle for the fourth playoff
spot both won. Maine closed to within
five points of Worcester and has three
games in hand. Reading, suddenly very
hot, also won.

The Royals are 5-0-1 in their last six
games. They are just one point behind
Worcester. Both teams have played 40
games.

Griffin Luce and Jordan Kaplan had
the Worcester goals. Luce’s was his fifth of
the season, extending a career high.

Jacob Hudson, Tristan Thompson,
Owen Pederson and Nick Jermain scored
for Maine. Hudson made it 1-0 a mere 67

seconds into the game as the Railers got
off to a tentative start.

Once again a Railers game was stag-
nated by goal reviews. There were two.
Both went against Worcester. One was
an overturn of a floating shot by Kaplan
that went over goalie Maine goalie Ryan
Bischel's glove with Griffin Loughran in
front in the first period.

Right after that, Thompson scored a
power play goal that looked like Michael
Bullion was interfered with. That goal
held up.

It was a game of hard feelings. There
were 23 penalties called good for a com-
bined total of 84 minutes, a season high.

Luce’s goal came at 6:07 of the third pe-
riod. It cut the Maine lead to 3-1 and was
scored only 21 seconds after Pederson’s
goal. Kaplan scored on a pretty wrap-
around at 14:40 for the game’s final goal.

Bischel got the win as he stopped 27.
Bullion made 28 saves for Worcester.

Recent Railers games have been over-
run with goal reviews and it really takes
away from the flow and momentum.
Worcester’s last eight games have aver-
aged 2 hours, 37 minutes. That is well
above standards from past seasons.

BASKETBALL 1 from page 7

the Brownies schedule.

“It’s nice playing a team that we normal-
ly don't play against,” said Agawam head
coach Tim Murphy. “Tantasqua has been a
very good basketball team during the past
couple of years.

During the first half, Agawam, whos a
Division 2 team, was shooting at the basket
that has a large curtain hanging from the
ceiling behind it. The background behind
the basket at the other end of the court is
wide open.

“We did have a very good shooting
background in the first half, which really
helped us a lot” Canavan said. “It was a lit-
tle more difficult in the second half when
we were shooting the ball at the end of the
court where there wasn't any background.”

Canavan, who's planning to play college
basketball next year, scored nine of her
game-high 13 points in the first half. She
made five field goals and three foul shots.

Canavan was helped offensively by ju-
nior Isabella Laprise, who finished the
game with 11 points. Isabella’s twin sister,
Sophia, checked in with seven points and
senior co-captain Katelyn Cleavall added
five points.

Another Agawam senior is Marlee Mon-
tagna, who suffered a season ending ACL
injury a couple of weeks ago. She kept the
scorebook and cheered on her teammates
during the road game.

“Marlee is one of our best players and
it's been difficult not having her on the
court with us,” Canavan said. “It’s been an
adjustment, but she’s still supporting us at
every game. We just need to find different

people to fill her role. This is a very special
team, and we get along with each other
very well”

The Lady Warriors leading scorer was
sophomore Tessa Sheldon, who scored
eight of her 10 points during the first quar-
ter. No other Tantasqua player scored more
than four points.

The Brownies raced out to an early 6-0
lead as Isabella Laprise made a wide open
lay-up which was followed by a pair of Ca-
navan’s inside hoops.

“We made some shots at the beginning
of the game, which helped us build a lead,’
Murphy said. “Even when we were strug-
gling offensively in the second half, it didn’t
affect us very much because we had a large
lead”

After making a driving lay-up, Sheldon
knocked down two 3-pointers from both
the left and right corners giving the Lady
Warriors an 8-7 lead with 4:15 left in the
first quarter.

The home fans didn’t have very much
else to cheer about during the rest of the
game.

The Brownies closed out the opening
quarter with a 7-0 run and they entered the
second stanza holding a 14-8 lead.

An inside basket by senior Maggie John-
son (4 points) did slice the deficit to 14-10
a minute into the second quarter, but the
Lady Warriors wouldn’t get any closer than
that.

Isabella Laprise hit a 3-pointer from the
left side and a lay-up. Then Canavan made
another inside hoop before Sophia Laprise
buried a 3-pointer from the left corner,
which gave the Brownies a 24-10 lead with
three minutes remaining in the first half.

Jack Baldwin to take part in
modified tour this season

Tommy Baldwin Racing announced
Wednesday that Jack Baldwin will pilot the
historic 7NY in over 20 Tour-Type Modified
events during the 2025 season.

The bulk of the races will come on the
SMART Modified Tour - as Baldwin will
compete in the full 14-race calendar driv-
ing the 7NY. Jack has two SMART Modified
Tour starts to his credit, scoring 5th and
8th place finishes in 2024.

Jack will also compete in the Tour-Type
Modified events at New Smyrna Speedway’s
World Series of Asphalt Stock Car Racing
from February 10-14, along with end of the
season events at Riverhead Raceway (Islip
300) and Wall Stadium Speedway (Tur-
key Derby). Additional events may be an-
nounced at a later date.

Jack is the reigning 602 Modified cham-
pion at New Smyrna and has multiple 602

Modified wins. In 2025, he will chase his
first career Tour-Type win.

“Jack has run select events the last
few years but were excited to have him a
full season in the Tour-Type Modifieds to
continue to gain experience and refine his
skills behind the wheel,” team owner Tom-
my Baldwin Jr. said. “He will be running
against stout competition in every race he
runs.’

“I'm definitely excited to get the chance
to race on the SMART Modified Tour full-
time,” Jack said. “Watching the series the
last few years, you can tell the racing is tight
and the competition is unlike anything else
when it comes to Modified racing in the
south. Driving the 7NY and working with
our family team all year will be special. Ex-
cited to kick it off with Speedweeks at New
Smyrna”
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Sophia Laprise goes for a rebound.

Agawam’s largest lead of the first half
was 28-11 before a Sheldon inside hoop
sent her team into the locker room trailing,
28-13 at halftime.

The Brownies held a 36-13 lead after
scoring the first eight points of the third
quarter.

Canavan scored half of those points.
The other four points were scored by senior
Emma LaCaresse (3 points) and Isabella
Laprise.

The Lady Warriors did put-together a
9-0 run at the end of the third quarter and
the start of the fourth quarter.

A Johnson put-back basket and a
3-pointer from freshman Violet Spooner (3
points) made the score 36-18 entering the
final eight minutes.

Freshman Liv Kearns also made anoth-
er 3-pointer for the home team at the be-
ginning of the fourth quarter before junior
Abbie Wotton made a foul shot with 3:55
left in the game.

Agawam, who was leading 36-22, scored
the final five points of the contest. Cleavall
and sophomore Maya Gingereruha each
made a field goal, while LaCaresse added
a free throw.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Katelyn Cleavall shoots for the Brownies.



January 30, 2025 1

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

Page 9

Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0117EA
Estate of:

Eleanor Doris Beauchane
Also known as:
Eleanor Beauchane
Date of Death: 01/06/2020
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and
Limited Formal Testacy
and/or Appointment has
been filed by George J
Beauchane of Feeding Hills,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: George J Beauchane
of Feeding Hills, MA
be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
02/19/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must
file a written appearance
and objection if you object
to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 21, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
01/30/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield MA, 01103
Docket No. HD20P0692PM

In the matter of:
Robert R Devins

Of: Feeding Hills, MA

Protected Person/Disabled
Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby notified
pursuant to Rule 72 of the
Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court,
that the Fourth and Final
account(s) of Paul Jenney
of Feeding Hills, MA as
Conservator of the proper-
ty of said Respondent has or
have been presented to the
Court for allowance.

You have the right to
object to the account(s).
If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file
a written appearance and
objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 02/26/2025.
This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by
which you have to object to
the account(s). If you fail to
file the written appearance
and objection by the return
date, action may be taken in
this matter without further
notice to you, including the
allowance of the account(s).

Additionally, within thir-
ty days after said return day
(or within such other time as
the Court upon motion may
order), you must file a writ-
ten affidavit of objections
stating the specific facts and
grounds upon which each
objection is based and a copy
shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule
3 of the Supplemental Rules
of the Probate & Family
Court.

You have the right to send
to the Conservator, by regis-
tered or certified mail, a writ-
ten request to receive a copy
of the Petition and account(s)
at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s right
to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone
may make this request on
behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a law-

yer, one may be appointed
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 22, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
01/30/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Department
HAMPDEN, Division
Docket No. HD24P1 1 98PM

To all persons interest-
ed in the estate of Joanne
Gallerani otherwise Joanne E.
Gallerani, of Agawam, in said
County,

A petition has been pre-
sented to said Court for
license to sell at private
sale - public auction certain
real estate of said Joanne
Gallerani otherwise Joanne
E. Gallerani, for her mainte-
nance.

If you desire to object
thereto you or your attorney
should file a written appear-
ance in said Court at 50
State Street, Springfield, MA
before 10:00 in the forenoon
on the 28th day of February
2025, the return day of this
citation.

Witness, BARBARA M.
HYLAND Esquire, First
Judge of said Court, this 21st
day of January 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,

Register
01/30/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24A0179AD
In the matter of:
Dominic Michael
Taylor-Clark
CITATION
G.L. c. 210, §6
TO:
any unnamed or unknown
parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the
adoption of said child
and to the Department of
Children and Families of said
Commonwealth.
A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:
Jessica Bushor of West
Springfield, MA
requesting for leave to
adopt said child and that the
name of the child be changed
to
Dominic Taylor Bushor
If you object to this
adoption you are entitled to
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent
person.
An indigent person is
defined by SJC Rule 3.10.

The definition includes but is
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits,
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court
will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant
Judicial Case Manager or
Adoption Clerk of the Court
on or before the date listed
below to obtain the necessary
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO
OBJECT THERETO, YOU
OR YOUR ATTORNEY
MUST FILE A WRITTEN
APPEARANCE IN SAID
COURT AT Springfield
ON OR BEFORE TEN
O’CLOCK IN THE
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON:
02/21/2025.

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: January 24, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
01/30/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0123EA
Estate of:
Karen E Walsh
Date of Death: 12/06/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Daniel M Walsh of
Springfield, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Daniel M Walsh
of Springfield, MA be
appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
02/19/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must
file a written appearance
and objection if you object
to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty
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OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 22, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
01/30/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P010SEA
Estate of:

Steven Michael Willett
Also known as:
Steven M Willett,
Steven Willett,

Steve Willett,

Steve M Willett
Date of Death: 11/07/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Daniel J.
Willett of Feeding Hills,
MA and Terry A. Willett of
Feeding Hills, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Daniel J. Willett of
Feeding Hills, MA and
Terry A. Willett of Feeding
Hills, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00

a.m. on the return day of
02/18/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must
file a written appearance
and objection if you object
to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 21, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
01/30/2025
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

Call us at 413.283.8393

SEASONED CORDWOOD
All hardwood. Cut & split to your length
$300 a cord. No delivery charge on two
cord orders.

Call or text 413-668-7858

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413) 563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

2025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

AuTHORIZED
PROVIDER

omMe TN‘-
TAX TIME!
\
Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

— -
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TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-348-2279

-
BBB
=5

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
& 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition
services for adults, specializing in ac-
tive and static exercise. Fully certified
in personal training and nutrition and
insured in the state of MA.

Call 914-708-7849 or send inquiries
to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

BA
e
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard L VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash (1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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Residential
Circulation:
59,000

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman's
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

A [ D B

/] ° D

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393
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EDUCATION 1 from page 1

Walsh and her coworkers plan to focus
on improving staffing, professional devel-
opment and training, and instructional
delivery.

For staffing, Walsh wants to ensure that
Agawam Public Schools have enough spe-
cial ed staff that students don’t suffer if one
member has to call out.

“We know we have instances when staff
are absent and that causes a domino effect
when we have to pull from other resources
to fill those spots,” Walsh said.

In addition to potentially increasing
staffing, Walsh wants to work on improv-
ing their training so the staff can better
adapt to the evolving student needs.

“Staff are feeling the stress of these
changing student needs and some staff are
feeling that they don’t have the experience
or the expertise in order to work with some
students that have more extensive needs

and we need to address that,” Walsh said.

One way of working on staff training is
by improving their professional develop-
ment. Walsh plans to do this by bringing in
PD from outside the district so staff can get
new perspectives.

Additionally, she plans to look into the
existing PD programs to ensure that they
are continuing to help staff to meet stu-
dents’ needs.

These programs will help to improve
instruction in the schools, as well as their
method of delivery.

A recent and key change in the special
ed program is the alteration of how Inde-
pendent Education Plans are made.

Over the past year, Massachusetts has
rolled out a new way of approaching IEPs.

“The new MA IEP form is intended to be
more student-focused and also strengths-
based,” Walsh said. “There is really empha-
sis that all special education students are
general education students first.”

This new IEP form hopes to focus on
student strength as a way to help compen-
sate for their deficits.

Moreover, this form encourages an
increased emphasis on student voice
throughout the process of creating and
keeping to an IEP.

“Students are encouraged to attend
their own meetings at a very early age,
Walsh said. “Students are really asked what
they want to learn and how we can help
them learn it”

Throughout this process students will
be encouraged to create a vision statement
of what they want to learn and how they
want to improve.

This is an improvement from the previ-
ous IEP form as while that form did have
a vision statement, it was more geared
toward what the adults wanted. This new
form encourages students to have a say in
their education.

Additionally, moving forward Walsh

and her coworkers are working with the
EmpowerEd program review as a way to
improve their approach to special ed.

Dr. Jenna Mancini Rufo is a leader with
this program who is working with APS and
Walsh has complete faith in her abilities to
help Agawam grow.

“She is very focused on inclusion and
making sure that kids are getting what they
need,” Walsh said. “When I heard her speak
I thought, ‘this is what we need.”

Rufo and her agency have looked into
a variety of factors within Agawam, in-
cluding MCAS scores, their STAR data and
achievement of IEP goals.

Using that, coupled with classroom vis-
its, Rufo will help Walsh and her team to
develop a plan to improve their special ed
program.

The school committee was grateful for
this presentation and they look forward to
seeing how Walsh and her team continue
to improve special ed in Agawam.

EFFICIENCY 1 from page 1

tion and eliminate potential frustration for
community members.

Johnson chose to work on this now as
he was already bringing a new person into
the position due to Kerr’s retirement, so it
made sense to use the opportunity to up-
date the position itself.

Now, Taryn Egerton, who was the as-
sistant planning and conservation officer,
is now being promoted to Kerr’s position,
with the changes added.

Johnson has full faith in her ability to
take on this position.

“Taryn has been down there for a while
and she came very highly recommended
by Pam,” Johnson said.

One of Johnson’s goals for this year was
to look at different positions within the
city to try to see how he can improve on
efficiency in the town.

He saw an opportunity in this position
as Kerr planned to retire and spoke with
her about his idea.

“I talked with her extensively about it
after she announced her retirement and
we worked through it;” Johnson said.

Therefore, he believes that this will be
a good step forward for the town. He also

hopes to continue doing similar efforts
throughout other departments in the
town.

This way he hopes to promote interde-
partmental collaboration and help create
additional support for departments.

“It's about getting departments that
work on the same process working closer
together,” Johnson said.

He mentioned that many departments
are fairly small with only a couple of people
who work in the office. Therefore, if some-
one is out for an extended time period, the
department can suffer.

By increasing collaboration between
departments, Johnson hopes to create a
cross training plan so if someone is out
in one department someone who has re-
ceived similar training from a collaborat-
ing department can lend a hand/

“Maybe they can split time between the
two offices so that everyone’s needs can be
covered without being in a situation where
one department lost their only staff mem-
ber for the next three months,” Johnson
said.

Johnson looks forward to seeing how
he can continue to promote these kinds
of collaborations and keep improving effi-
ciency in the town.

LIBRARY 1 from page 1

portunities that are free so they are acces-
sible to everybody, Delano said.

also for the teens to teach them a little
about how to play.

as I played it, so I am looking forward to
works,” Delano said. “I'm also looking for-

ward to watching the kids have fun at the
library because that’s always a delight”

Additionally, Delano looked forward
to watching the kids enjoy the game and

“I've played alittle bit but I never really
knew how it worked or what was going on

learning at least a little bit about how it

Delano also plans to begin a teen book
club. Currently they hope to have the first
meeting in either late February or early
March.

The book they will be discussing will
be announced within the next week or so.
Once it is announced, there will be copies
available at the library for anyone inter-

ested to pick up.

On top of this, the library has a variety
of events planned for January and Febru-
ary.

For one, their winter reading program
began on Jan. 21. This program is avail-
able for people of all ages and they can go
to https://agawamlibrarybeanstack.org/
to sign up.

“Teens will have penguin scavenger
hunts...,” Delano said. (7:00)

The library also has a pajama story
time planned for kids ages three to eight.
This event is scheduled for Feb. 5 at 6 p.m.

On Feb, 18 there is going to be a show
and tell for children in pre-k through
fourth grade and on Feb. 19 there will
be a series of Minute to Win It games for
teens to compete in.

Overall, the library has many events
planned for people of all ages. To keep up-
dated on these events, go to their website
at https://www.agawamlibrary.org/.

HEALTH 1 from page5

How could we not fall in love with booze?
Should we all quit drinking cold tur-
key, particularly women? That’s not likely
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ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR

Council on Aging for the
Town of Oakham is seeking
an experienced
Activities Coordinator.
Miscellaneous duties to include sup-
porting current programs and devel-
oping new programs to increase atten-
dance and participation of the growing
aging population in the Oakham Senior
Center. Up to 12 hours per week (flex-
ible) $20.00/hr. depending upon expe-
rience. Resume should be sent to Ad-
min@0akham-Ma.gov. or mailed
to Board of Selectmen, Town
of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook Road,

Oakham, MA 01068.

COA COORDINATOR for Town of
Westhampton. Description available
online at www.westhamptonma.
gov. Applications accepted until po-
sition filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPART-
MENT is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immedi-
ately. Visit www.hampdenpolice.
com for more information. EOE

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Middlefield, MA.
Part-time, ~960 hrs/yr,
$36-40,000 range.

Email resume+ cover letter
highlighting strengths/ flexibility to
Administrative Assistant:
middlefield.assistant
@gmail.com

TOWN OF BARRE

Cemetery Clerk
The Town of Barre is seeking qualified
applicants for the part-time position
of Cemetery Clerk. This position is
approximately 10 hours per week and
the minimum hourly rate is $15.00/
hour and the maximum hourly rate
is $18.02/hour. A full job description
is available upon request. Applicants
must have HS Diploma or GED, with
a minimum of two to three years' ex-
perience in office setting, or equivalent
combination of education and experi-
ence.
Interested applicants should submit a
letter of interest to: Tammy Martin,
Town Administrator, 40 West
Street, Suite 697, Barre MA
01005 or townadmin@townof-
barre.com.
For further information, please con-
tact the Board of Selectmen’s Office at
(978) 355-2504 x135.
AA./EO.E.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH
is hiring a sexton three evenings, 7-10
hours per week, $16 per hour. Addi-
tional compensation for hours needed
for weddings and funerals.

Please send resume to
admin@wilbraham
unitedchurch.org

More information found at www.wilbra-
hamunitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

Subscribe online:

BRIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BED-
ROOM IN INDIAN ORCHARD,
3RD FLOOR. $1,100. LARGE KITCH-
EN-LIVING ROOM COMBO. ELEC-
TRIC HEAT. NO SMOKING, NO PETS.
GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch,
off-street parking, coin-op laundry,
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets.
Call Tom 413-896-1555

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

to happen. Just as everyone hasn’t been
persuaded to give up cigarettes, not ev-
eryone will be persuaded to stop drink-
ing alcohol, no matter what the research
says.

do you mitigate your risk factors if you
choose to continue drinking?”

For her patients who continue to
drink, Dr. Amesbury recommends ab-
staining for three or four consecutive

light amounts the other days, no more
than five ounces of wine. If you want
more to drink, mix the wine with club
soda or another mixer.

Another tactic is to take a month-

July” In those 31 days, research has found,
moderate-heavy drinkers can see im-
provements in insulin resistance, blood
pressure, body weight and cancer-related
growth factors. It also allows liver cells to
recover from alcohol’s toxicity.

Your opinion is something
we always want to hear.

Contact aan@turley.com

I think the question becomes, “How
days each week, and then consume only

long “vacation” from drinking a couple of
times a year, say a “dry January” and a “dry

omments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we're doing.

Agawam Advertiser News, 24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 413-283-8393 :

Only drinking alcohol during meals,
drinking slowly, alternating alcoholic
and nonalcoholic beverages (particularly
water!) are other measures you can take
to mitigate some of the risks associated
with alcohol.

There is also the growing trend of
“mocktails,” which can mimic favorite al-
coholic drinks in flavor without the buzz.
Think about mocktail mimosas, Moscow
mules or sangria.

There was a time when a nonsmoker
was considered weird, and now smok-
ers are relegated to designated areas, or
banned entirely. Maybe a time will come
when not drinking is considered the cool
thing to do. Until then, do what you can
to lower your risk factors.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, a registered
nurse and board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of Northshore Patient
Advocates LLC (NShore). She is also found-
er and CEO of Nurse Advocate Entrepre-
neur, which trains medical professionals
to become successful private patient advo-
cates. Teri offers a free phone consultation
to newspaper readers as well as to nurses
interested in becoming advocates. Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.
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in Feeding Hills, MA!

TRy, Miracle-Ear’

Call our new location to schedule a

FREE Hearing

Evaluation

from one of our trained Hearing Specialists!

1-888-387-3068

Miracle-Ear’

Ad antage-

100% Satisfaction Guarantee™
3-Year Limited Warranty'
FREE™ Lifetime Service
Over 75 Years in Business

Over 1,500 Locations Nationwide

Complete

your

FREE* Hearing Evaluation

and get

a

FREE®® $20 GIFT CARD!

FEEDING HILLS

12 Southwick Street

=

meoffer.me/feedinghills
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HOLYOKE —The Holyoke Community
College Foundation will begin accepting
scholarship applications for the 2025-2026
academic year on Tuesday, Jan. 21. The ap-
plication deadline is Friday, March 14.

Last year, the HCC Foundation award-
ed 388 scholarships worth about $350,000
to 323 incoming, current, and transferring
HCC students. Some students received
multiple scholarship awards. The aver-
age scholarship award is typically around
$900.

“Awarding scholarships to deserving
students has been a cornerstone of the
work of the HCC Foundation since its
founding,” said Amanda Sbriscia, vice pres-
ident of Institutional Advancement and
executive director of the HCC Foundation.
“Scholarships established by donors cele-
brate academic achievement, community
service, and civic engagement, and, most
importantly, these funds ensure hundreds
of students have the resources they need
to complete their college degrees.

Students must be currently enrolled at
HCC or have been accepted for the upcom-
ing academic year to be eligible for schol-
arships.

“While the recent launch of MassE-
ducate, the state’s free-community-col-
lege-for-all program, has made HCC acces-
sible to more individuals, that only means
we have a greater responsibility to ensure
students make it to the finish line,” Sbriscia
said. “Tuition and fees represent only a
portion of the cost of being a college stu-
dent today, and, oftentimes, a donor schol-

arship can truly change a student’s life.”

Applicants need only to fill out a single
online form to be automatically matched
with the scholarships they are most qual-
ified to receive. There are scholarships for
new students, current students and stu-
dents transferring to other institutions,
scholarships based on financial need,
scholarships for students in specific ma-
jors, scholarships for residents of certain
communities, and scholarships that rec-
ognize academic achievement.

To view scholarship opportunities and
begin the application process, please go to
www.hcc.edu/scholarships.

Last January, HCC opened a dedicated
Scholarship Resource Center to help cur-
rent and incoming students navigate the
process of applying for scholarships and
filling out the FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid). The office, located
on the first floor of the Donahue Building
(Room 158) is open Monday through Fri-
day, 9 am. to 5 p.m.

The HCC Foundation is a 501(c)(3) that
works to advance the college’s mission, vi-
sion, and values. Founded in 1968 as the
Friends of Holyoke Community College, in
response to a devastating fire that forced
the college to rebuild on a new campus,
the Foundation now manages assets of
more than $20 million, the largest com-
munity college foundation endowment in
Massachusetts.

Questions should be directed to the
HCC Foundation office at 413-552-2182,
or by email to scholarships@hcc.edu.

Rotary Club to award scholarships

AGAWAM - The Agawam Rotary Club is
now accepting applications for 4 scholar-
ships the club offers annually. The awards
cover a diverse range of interests and in-
clude vocational/technical training, cultur-
al arts, the legal profession, and assistance
with attending college.

With the exception of the Ray and Reita
McCarroll Memorial scholarship which is

awarded to graduating seniors from both
Agawam and West Springfield, the awards
are limited to residents of Agawam. A full
description and application for each of
these scholarships can be found at the Aga-
wam Rotary Club’s webpage at agawamro-
tary.org. Click on “Scholarships” at the top
of the home page. Please note that applica-
tions must be received by April 1, 2025.

Youth lacrosse
registration
underway

AGAWAM - Boys and girls will be divid-
ed into teams grades 1-2 (Mites), grades 3-4
(Bantam), grades 5-6 (Junior), and grades
7-8 (Senior). Youth lacrosse is designed to
teach the basic fundamentals of Lacrosse
and introduce players to competitive
games against surrounding communities.
Practices will begin in April. Registration
for Boys and Girls Lacrosse begins online
and in person on Jan. 7 and will continue
through Feb. 9.

For more information, please visit the
Parks & Recreation page at www.agawam.
ma.us or call 821-0514.

Tansey’s Catered Table

INVITES YOU TO DINE & DANCE WITH US
OVaertines PDeay
THE MENU

Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Winter Salad with Crisp Greens
Carved Dijon Crusted Roast Pork Loin
Baked Stuffed Cod with Seafood Stuffing
Sides, Dessert, Coffee & Tea

Friday, February 14
6-10 p.m.

Dance to Live Music by Joe Saimeri & Richie Mitnick

$74.99 per person inclusive

Call to Make Your Reservations 413-786-0975
485 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills




